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HEALTH CONDITIONS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY
FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO 1890

By Bernice Norman Crockett

Health conditions among the Indian tribes of the Indian
Territory, in the years inmediately preceding the Civil War
rg good. Reports from the Indian agents for the Five
Tribes were enthusiastic and showed how well the
people had adjusted to their new country west. They were
well settled, and for the most part (except for oceasional feud.
ing among the people of some of the tribes) scemed to be happy.
The gradual change from old tribal ways was evidenced in &
report on Cherokee life in 185!
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Qittinger states that it was the position of the Five Civilized
Tribes on the border, not their sympatby for the Southern
Confederacy, which caused them to participate in the War
betwun the North South. W ver the cause, the results

fime in-the 19th Century. The Territory was abandoned
y the United States, the Conhdenle forces moved in and
look charge; treaties \vere
for the most part, the people were all
federate States.! The hnl suffering experlcllcod Dbecause of the
Civil War came for that portion of the Creek people and their
allies among the Semiuoles and Cherokees who failed to join
their old southern frieuds and who were forced to
Kansas behind the Union Jines.

The condition of these people—Creeks, Semiuoles and Chero-
kees—who were defeated at the battle of Chustenahlah in
December, 1861, and driven northward towas
federate troops, was truly pitiful, n shom by a report of the
Co ioner of Indian Affairs for 1862:*
On arriviag In Kansas 1 learncd from General Hunter that the
rbels, b rom Te:
third bau 0s, resulting in tho dofeat an
plete overthrow of the Jatter, who. vith thoir old men, women,
ad been compelled to fico for thelr lives from the country,
8000 under tho lead ot O-poth”
ad take;

£g

n refuge N
fed from stores
Hunt /ho, lmnlu thelr
disastrous wndlluzn. Instantly d(llll'ﬂ olllc‘rl 1o go to thelr assist-
ance, and was doing overything in his power to slleviate mtll‘ suf-
fteringe.
o They Bad let thi had been put to rout in

dead of winter, without supplies Jjourney

o\*er ml ‘Their clothes were inadequate, they \\ere almost

destitute of food, nnd there was no shelter.  When they arrived

in Kansas, naturally no preparation had been made for their

coming. ‘‘Within two months after their arrival two hundred

and forty of the Crecks alone died, over a hundred frosted
limbs were amputated within & like penod of time.""®

Be«.nuu the General could not f\mluh provmmu for all

the Indians nor could he furnish them wi ts or clothing

to fill tlmr needs, Superintendent Coffin "exhlusted (every

4Roy Gitinger, The Formarion of the State of Oklahoma, 18031906
ue.wey. 1510) g S657; Thabum and Wrht, op. cit. Vol. 11 p. 829:
and Reder, op. cit, pp. 282:283,
: :m 3 sn Icpoll “of the Commisaloner of Indian Affaire, 1862.
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;..,,a ot his commend) and a considorable debt wea incurred
jes.”"  Previously he stated :*
1 do aot propose o furnieh them with azyibing in the way of
o had already sent agon-loads of blankets, cloth-
and locl- " fera dlatibuteds but 8 Balt of shosk,
otia o ts equivalont in other coareo clothing—slacs
boss than this ‘would. look'} uelty—and 10bacco, which 0
Jodlan, 1o about as essential s tood, tore 50 than clothing. as you
are aware.

The condition of the Cherokees in 1863 seems typical of
the sufferings and hardships experienced by other tribes of the
Indian Temwry in the wake of War. With the capture of

bwn the Federal forces under the command of Colonel
l’hllhpa, the Indians who had refugeed in the North
the advancing army back to their homes. A report
their agent Justin Harlan to the Commissioner of Indian
Aﬂ‘nn showed how the Cherokees had hred during 1863:%

okee nation.  The bmne. of
sro loyal; almost all the men and large ro in
army, dolng good service. Meny o3 uitlod in ‘batw

O Wounds, sickness, and exposure.

e, women and childron have besn eUlil more expased to sick:
d death than the men, “;:u Sreat numbers bave died. Robbed
Iy

ook ot
o! o tergitory. 1n fnclems
01 uhich they- died,
Al dle trom the sam

weather, and by exposure cos disense
and masy odhers, 20 doubt, are yot alive who
causo,

According to Hnrl-n 's report their condition was the ‘‘most
pitiable lmlgmlble Reduced from the most powerful, wealthy
tribe in the United States of only a few years ago, their pros-
pects for the future were very dark. Before the Confederate
forces were defeated in the Indian Territory those Indians
who were loyal to the Union paid a heavy price. The military
Authorities of the Federal Government became interested in
the welfare of the Indians and by pubhe proclamation *‘as-
sured them they had protected and would protect them.’’
(Harlan's comment on this s c\mom He mle, ““The Indians
believed it, if I did not.”’)! Because of these promises, some
—_

7 Ibid, Lm.. ‘wll Suptnllmden Coffin to William P. Cole, Feb. 1862,
n Appends

m.'"m" of Justin Harlan to Commissloner of Indian Affairs, 1863, pp.
191bid,
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of the Cherokees and the tribes of the Quapaw country north-
east went back to their Lomes in the Territory, only to be over-

run by three different raids led by Colonel Sund Watie of '.ha
Confederate Army. His eommnnd ‘‘drove the women into
Fort Gibson, took everything ho could ride, or drive, or carry
off, and destroyed their crops

The prospects of these people as scen_ by Harlan, wero
dark, even though he stated, *“the wide world is before them,
hey can begin the world sgain, and all they make and save
they will have, nothing more.” They had nothing to live on
t0 their bread and groceries must éome from abrond -
or Fort Scott, a distace of 165 miles,  The next point i o
e Neosho, not less than two hundred miles,’” and there was
1o forage for the teams. It was Herlan’s opinion that if the
Indians stayed in their own homes they would inevitably starve.
He suggested an early removal cither to head of the Verdigris
River at Le Roy, Kansas, or Fort Scott. *‘My preference is
for the Verdigria, aa the country there can supply them cheaply
with corn and flour.”

Wiley Britton in The Civit War on the Bordcr, shows
further the suffering undergone by the refugee Indians return-
ing to their homes. Smallpox nmu them while they were
encamped at Bentonville, in Februa March of 1863. The
white soldiers, for the most part, wm ed the disease, having
been previously vaccinated. The Indians, however, had not
had that advantage and *‘many died Vofors the surgeons could
check the spread of the disease by vaccination.” A smallpox
hospital was set up to isolate cases and try to stop the disease,
but it was epring before it was checked because of the habit
of “‘refugee families to mingle freely together.”

An epidemic of measles at Neosho during the winter of
1862 to 1863 had exacted a heavy toll among the
reunion of returning familics was not one of Tejoicing because
of this catastrophe from epidemic disease.

Aceording to Britton, there was not a great deal of damage
done to the homes of the Indians who had fled. He stated how-

ever, that the military authorities of the Union forces were 5o
appalled at the problem of providing for all these ‘loyal
Indians” that they literally shoved them back to their old

rt of Justin Harlan, 1863.

W:lcy Britton, “The Civl War on the Border,” (New York, 1904).
Vol. I, pp. 2528, 31
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Jomes that crops might be put in and the government relieved

of their respousibility.l
A different picture of tlu monnt of dAmue dono by the
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Angie Debo tells mueh of interest in regard to the part
the Llnou-w )mrple took in the War l}ch\em thc States: **
(the C) vere eager to adopt civiliz toms that they
conudered snpenur to their own, Inn |I|ey hml a strong clas
nishness that made them desire 1o live by themselves and w
out their own destiny. They had a record of
ment almost unprecedented in the history of an v people.

n their settlement of n wnl(l imnller, tho southern lrlbu

lwepled and adjusted to i d_code of m
They modified !helr rm\l mld commemnl pncuues. ln
other mters conern mm, they had never showed resent-
ment for 1] Go\ernlnent only wisl their established
xme, to "h\e nd let live.”” When the war came the Choctaws
¥ allied ves o the C and continued

I

c«ml | Jillm Pemn Adar, -1 in 1818," Chronicles
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that alliance until the end of the war. ‘‘Quickly and almost
lightly they entered the conflict,’”" The war brought not only
defeat and great loss of life, but to the Choctaw people it
brought both heartbreak and tragedy. One estimate was
one-third of their people were entirely destitute. ‘“The food
situation among the Choctaw in 1865 was complicated by the
presence of large numbers of Cherokee and Creek refugees who
had fled from their Inomeu when the Federal forces occupied
their country fter the war ended, rellef was distributed
by the United Sutu agents at Boggy Depot.””

The part some of the Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes
bad taken during the Civil War (when the time for treaty
making came, the goverument ueellscd u| of them of being
entirely and completely o Confederate cause)
gave the government leeway in tunl-enn. Indian tribal con-
solidation in what is now the state of lahoma. After the
Federal Goverument had abandoned Indian Territory in the
begmmug of the War, the Indians had been forced, more or
less, to recogmize the authority of the Con[edeule States.
“Al'laer the war, the ited States made this recognition a/
pretext for disregarding old agreements.’’® This useful phil
osophy enabled the Government to work on the plan for con-
solidation of all the tribes. ‘‘The history of the Indian Terri.
tory from 1866 to 1879 is the history of a struggle for the cox
centration of the Indians and the establishment of a territoris
government.’’®® The former was accomplished while the latt

as not.

SETTLEMENT OF THE PLAINS INDIANS ON
RESERVATIONS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY

In the years following the Treaties of 1866 with rep:
sentatives from each of the Five Civilized Tribes, these India

reed to free their slaves, give them tribal rights, or Jands
grant right-of-ways to railroads across their country; and
Give up ' Iarge part of their western lands to furnsh Bom
for other Indians of the plains.”t

17 Ibid., p. 80 .
Gl P
nger, 6p. ci, 3.
it agr P
11 Dale'and Rador, op cit, . 39.
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Thus begau the removal of those tribes, sometimes called
.4.,|...m Indians,” to the Indian Territory.?® Indians from
ebraske, and other western states and territories were
brought inw what is now Oklahoma, until, ‘‘within twenty
ran, the work was complete, and Oklahoma had seven Indian
cies, two in the castern and five in the western part of the
prosent state. These agencies had jurisdiction over more than
o hundred lllousnnd Indians embracing some (wenty-five or
thirty tribes.””

In 1867, a treaty with the Comanches and Kiowas was com-
pleted and sigued at the Med ne Lodge Council in Kansas,
Shich included among of isions made hy the govern:
ment, the furnishing of ** physlcnn.\, teachers, blacksmith, an
such other employees as might be mmury

A description of the warrior of the Plaing by De B. Ran-
dolph Keim in 1870 showed some of the physical differences
apparent among the many Indian tribes. He stated that the
warrior of the Plains was less muscular in development than
those of the race which oceupied the mountain districts, even
though his wild and independent life shonld have induced the
most. perfect specimen of “manly form.” The fact that he
was almost the reverse was a source of amazement to Keim
who described him as being ‘¢ but his limbs are small and
badly shaped, showing more sinew than muscle. His chest
however, is deep and square. His bearing is erect, with legs
considerably bowed, the effect of constant use of the saddle.

Iol|:|;: and, black and worn at full Jength, streaming
houlders.”

The sealp-lock, according to Keim, or that hair growing

meter of two inches on the vortex of the skull, was al-

r nm-lly plaited. e fact that the Plains Indian

plncked his beard, moustache and eyebrows was disgusting to

Keim who md the mutil was nothing more than the gratifi-

;‘:on of vanity and that the practice produced a feminine ap-
ray

B A thmalnpul n.m. of when the m«u-.. Indian Tribes were brought

15 hdaboms dhowed " L uwnce: Potovasont, Witkite, Cotdn, Comaacha

Toore;, 1868 Apache 888, Chepense Arapabir 102, Ko on Ko oF
ormee Otoe, Missous 083, Kickapoo, low. Qtbers ncl

e Wuco, l(mE:.c Guapayy, Peoria, Wyandot, Miss Ottawa, Modoc,

Toakonl-—Buchazaa ad Dale, 4 Hislory o1 Oklahome, New York, 15353,
S Rador op. i 1. 39
LTkl and Wiagi: o o

shia, 1355, e B Randolph Keim, Sheridan's Tmup(u on the Borders, (Philadel-
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He was interested iu the great va) uy of [eatures encoun-
tared among the Indiana: ‘‘Some hay ures perfectly Cau-
casian, while o'.hcrl closely resemble the nnmw faced Malay,
or the oval-countenanced Mongolian, and with the d.lﬁemt
shades of color, Fremn Tk redoith brom to 8 perfect oli

Theories as to the origin of the race, s far as the Plains
Indians were concerned, could cover a wide range, according to
Keim

Judging from thelr resemblance to any particular people of the
old world, & n"khllt varlety of faclal angles could be found to
support llly theor The lDIlll'o flat face, high and r-cedlnl
mnhhnd. lnd mlll h thin l(yl ‘well archod m
i)

h 065 boal
¥ across the bridge, bat Ihlnn(u outt lmurdl sreo,
formed, and setting well upon hoad, ‘Tepresetts the typs

¥ Roman, end
"in

Keimn_ remarked, as did Catlin_some forly years before
him, on the resemblance of the Indians to Buropean people.
Keif said they bad seen onc band which, cxcept for color
were perfect Ita ew resembling Germans, and
quite & number, the **Jews of today.» Catlin also remarked
on the iden that the American Indian might possibly be of
Jewish origin.

This same variation, in conneetion with the general types,
was, according to Keim, apparent in all the “*wild tribes,””” The
Cheyennes and Arraphos he lhought 1o be more purely Indian,
with the Kiowus and Lipans ¢ stated that the
Comanches, due to intermixture with the \wuum, did not
exhibit true Indian lineage. IHe commented on the fact that the
women of the Plains tribes, though smaller in statue, showed
& much more perfect development than did the male.

e dress of the Plains
of a breech-clout in the summer, worn
nd legging.®

o 12 winter this auire |. reintorced by « bultalo robe, worn with
ir o 0 wholo 1y,

Keim was also interested in the primi
Indians, which consisted
with moccasins

i e
L und Iho “walot On mild
wed o (il ‘back; Which.
of "tho ‘body pomcuy bare, while around tho mako
of skirt, with the balr both ineids and ‘ovttde. ' Soraatimes
used instead of & robe.

The women dressed about the same ss the men. The men
wore their leggins high up above the knee, supported by 8
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p fostened to the waist-belt, used with the bresch-clont.
The vomnn fastened their leggins below the knee and
= ouf!f down at the top. The Kiowa women wore an ornamented
n.p attached to the top and rear part of the loggml, ‘which
trailed at their heels. All leggins were made of buckskin. Mocea-
sins were made of buckskin with raw-hide soles:®
Ioataad of & breccheclout the women wear a srt of buckskin,
roudiog, sxtending trom Whe waist to the top of uu
T

o
weeda, were donned at pubarly, were worn nnm |hoy llnwly
degencrated fro e thon ropl ra wore their

S Yabes full o, tho back, the to give & convenient
place tor carrying o papoose. The hiidren dressed ‘oxacty e
e a cording to’ se;

A census of Indians living in what is now Oklahoma, in
56 s owed the following figures: Cherokees: 14,000; Chick-

5 4,500; 12,500; Creeks: 14,0005 Quapaws:
S0 Seminoies: 5,000; Senceas: 130, SencenShevuve. band.:
210; Mixed tribes of the Wichita agency : 1,800.30

to 1872, Quakers were appointed as Tndian agents

for the W
who was employed in the government service in e Indion Go
misary, told of his cxperience in the Indian country, working

the Quakers. They erected two rock buildings, one of

ministering to bodies and souls simul
description of Indian rations and |he dmlrnbuuon ol

oves
them was as follows 3%

When  thy Judiazs were placed cn
ernment 0 0 the

o0, the lsased district,
curtaln, ration

many y hamely: o,

four, suy Lobacco. ample supply
ore Isgued to them every two weeks, and e ehieto At a.a * oot
to the difforent fas hey would pour out the

T
H nepm o/ ke Comisioner ol Indian Affairs, 1866, p, 351, (Al Jodiea
rnl-lm numbers shown records

o

f jon of the actual
¢ faal rolla of the mombers o the different iribes
) o e arposn of aitment of il laada s ‘Oklahona and todian
fimitoriea, lsunhen find h.l mll of the so-called 1 records,
ot ol ar o erro, otcept for the perkod of abott iy o mo wheo &
mu'{y Em;me ‘approximation mado based on nal tribal
K] Oumm Red Book (Oklahoma City, 1912),
a6 v 3t OKl

ve oy an aporos

Conover. Sisty Years in Southuces e (Anadarko, 1521,
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shoet and dip it up With & measuring cup, and give it to the woman
Tho sat of stood around in  circla. Aad wo with other articles that
Tatlons, wore Issted to the
the familles, but |mr o, e
Some of

i
er la

rdance with Lh treat
by the government wi and clolht the lnﬂun- lor
7oA This t y ﬂ'd In 1897, but to some oxtent kept
up for sevoral years after.

Indians really appreciated the beef issued to them

ton the hoot: becuuns ‘they liked to chase the beef cattle wildly
across the prairie and kil them. When buffalo were plentiful,
they cared very little about beef, and would leave a carcass
. fell, without even s »

Transportation for the sick was also described by Conover,
He said that the Tndians had absolutely no use for 8 wagon,

ranged on these poles *‘which made a f
of transportatior

Another_doctor wmentioned in this account of life in the
Indian Territory some eighty years ago, was T,
Dr. Shirley buiit & store on a bluff on the nor'.h ide of
Washita north of the present townsite of Anadarko, whic
overlooked the valley.
thinking it was medicine prepar
stated undramatically that *‘it resulted in his deat

The coming of the railroads to Okllhomu du
unded the death knell of the buffalo, turn
nnother important change in the habits ol the leu lndmu 8

o long s he products of the buftalo hunt«—hld«, tanned robes,
dried meat and t t rted hundreds of miles,
by wagon, 10 the Missourd Rivor for shipi buffalo herds were
free from danger of Immediate o -rmlnuou. T thou

by reason of

¢ the 1670

succeeding year
the ‘extenston. of the settlement

B1bid, p. 63
Ibd,
30 Thobum and Wright, op. cit. p. 479.
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The first railroad, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas, was fol-

by another, the Atlantic and Pacific (now d\e
},?;“") 3 s e (1818, tfetng 8 Juseiin ik the
Erisee ) faita ™ Railroads brought the extinetion of the it

& on which the Indisns had 6o long depended for food, for
clothing and for shelter.

The year 1871 found the Osages very much disgusted at
the unsettled conditions of their affairs (because no definite
boundary lines had been set), and they would not allow their
omen to plant the crops. There was trouble and more trouble
.nu. Squatters, During the fall, the military had removed &
mber of white settlers who had moved into Indian Territory
Jand which bordered on Kansas, As soon as the soldlen left
the whites promptly moved back into lndmn Territory.

““Early this spring,” wrote Isaac T. Gibson, Indian Agent,
to Enoch ‘Hoag, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, *'T asked
for the removal of nearly one hundred familics from "the Osage
Jauds . . . - the Osages Feel that their new home is bein
from them even before they have got possession.’
of all this, Mr. Gibson was able to report that a good pl
had been employed who had *“succeeded well in mwrmg Teslth,
and had introduced favorably our system of medicine among
the blanket Indians who had herctoafore avoided the white
man’s medicine.”

Among the Choctaws and Chickasaws at Boggy Depot in
the Choctaw Nation in August of 1871, ondlions were for more
helllll was conczrned, but the agent
compluned about the illegal sale of whiskey which was being
to the ’rmnory in spite of constant watchfulness.

iver, Texas, are selling whiskey freely to
olation of faw, and go unpunished.™

At the Semmole Agency in We-Wo-K Indian Territory,
n 1871, U'S. Specal Tudian Agent, was noi

Hen
50 opum istic in recn to Impro\ement on the part of his
gh-rc He admitted that both the temporal .nd ‘moral con-
tions of the Seminoles had improved, but he t ““their
mode and habits of life, contrary to the genenl op on, were
etrimental to their physical growth and perfection ; and con-

4 Qllahana Red Book, p.
s, -ml Rtpu of m Commmm« of Indlan Affairs, 1871, pp. 484-

W
D. Grttih, U. S. lndian Agent for Chootaws aod Chicka
Ay Roprtof e Commisioerof Ton e o, 24 et
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sequently, a gradual degeneracy, which, according to the uni-
versal law of nature, is imparted to the offspring.”

Exposure, lack of sufficient and the proper kind of cloth-
ing ‘‘adapted to the different and extreme changes of the
season’ hrmg in dork, eold cabing, en m:u!lmem diet, lack
of cleanliness in body and in food p ‘add to all
these causes of physical degencracy Thegreatent of il moral
and physical evils—the promiscuous intereourse of the sexes,
which i very common, thereby engendering disease, and trans.
mitting it down through meny generations, o
and substance of the seeds of ultimate extinction.”
B to"e1 these Tasioms the Semimele's Inck ‘o retstanen
when acute disease struck.

Agent Briener condemned heartily mid long-vindedly the
Indian, medicine men whose poteney y—scemed to lie
o he Do and pom wowingr: weuher than the pot of herbs
employed. These cases usually ended fatally he noticed, and
they were of lives which should have and could have been save
In making a plea for better care of the Seminoles, he wrote
of their complete ignorance of the laws of health, and of dis-
ease, and its treatmen

JU It be, tharetore, desirable on the part of the goversment and
ot these ould bo parpetusted.

mendent goverument of Uuelr own, |t would pot ouly be 0 act ot
Saroaty asd Dhllanthropy, but of economy. ! t 0 put forth

‘mea
I cconomical o wwnne. o
cnmu-nm. than it s Ko oxtormizate

after Mr. Breiner was esmblmh«l af

izo, and

We.-Wo-Ka," he
insufficient for a
at agent was called
e npplnenuon to the depart-
ment for medicines and for permission to prnc(w-. and_both
v affected
ith this
cﬂort but he was also convinced that more lmponnm.e should
be attached to proving to the Indians the advantages of ‘‘the
arts and sciences of civilization.”” He spent much of his time
in the practice of medicine and ‘‘bestowed much labor to as
poor and thriftless a class of people as l have ever seen.” He
mpleted his report with a statement of ntions to ‘‘do
hia extra nervioe o long as good can be nccomplished and the
Depntmem will furnish the means.

Brisaer, U. S. Specal Todiaa Agcot, Annial Repors of the Com:
n\!n?ul o7lndisn.| ‘Affairs. 1671, pp. 581.582. epor of the Cor

Wb o,
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n 1972 Mr. Broinors report included o xequest for

ospitl.H recommended an appropriation of #1500 for he

ersction and furnishing of a small hos the Seminole

ut T would not recommend this .ppropmuon vmh-

tion that a physician shall alwaj

o the Seminole agent, and that he be .nmmnuy
e(l to Ju"!lly him for his labor, the privations to

a

Nation :

ot the n.m.n
to (his a
renumerat

© inconvenience and exposures incident to the
climte.

It was Mr. Breincr’s contention that in the treatment of

and acute diseases the patient should be attended

od plysiian, and by a careful wie, o other

ted_ont

e wa mo ather locality in the Indian Territory where

o Phcian wnd o more needed than at We-Wo-

There was no physician nearer than sixty miles. Fort

n and Fort Sill were both more than one hundred miles

ohn D. Miles, Indian Agent for the Cheyennes and Arapa-
hos, was_ working hard in 1872 to get these people mmuted
in_planting, producing crops and raising stock. It was
belief that_the Indians in his agency were finally being pu-
suaded to become serious farmers.
The des co agricultural and stock-raising pursults
neass of Hiving s fast gabsiag sround among the more fafuential
ho ribe, Powdor Face, ther cblet told me o few days since
be buttelo nd thors Js 1o

. asming e
o got o the white

ok that e cathopord |- Vottor adapted to the present condl-
tion of i people than the “cora-roed.”

Spukmg of health conditions, Agent John D. Miles re-
ported there had been much sickness among both the Indians
and employces at his agency. Like Mr. Breiner, he recom-
mended the erection of a hospital buil at Cheyenne and
Arapaho Ageney. ““I believe much suffering can be alleviated
by taking care of their sick before they luve been subjected to
A scige of their superstitions medicine practice.’"

The report from the Wichita Agency for 1872 showed the
same existing problems: predatory white settlers, lack of in-
erest i farming_on the part of ihe Indians, *The Wichitas,
coes, Tawaconies, and Keechies, have continued their former
s of o, mclons, and garden-vegetables,

being done mostly by women.” A few of the
porarily but sickness (unidentified) prevailed

Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1872, p. 242,

afn
“1bid, pp. 250251,



M Chronicles of Oklehoma

gnd following thir cusiom, the Lndians moved from ther il
lages in order that the would be arrested.#

on these trbes at. the Wishtes Apones shoned o iotal of 1598
Indian there included the Caddo, Keechi,
Hienie, Detawares Waio, Tom, Tawasani, and_Comaachecs

Concerning the population of the Indian Tribes in 1872,
Colonel William Penn Adair of the Cherokee Natic
that there were more than 50,000 at that time.
kees with a population of 15,000 have two burdmg«nhooh and
sixty day-schools with an average attendance of 1,989 pupils,
sustained at a cost of $25,000 last year.

The Creeks, who were numbered at 15,000 in 1872, had
three missions, one boarding school and thirty-one day schools.
These schools had an attendance of 860 pupi hoc
and Chickasaws in the same report for 1612, numbered 20,000,

ree missions, two boarding-schools and forty-eight day
schools. ¥

*Soon atte the Indians returned from the chase in April,”
wrote Agent John D. Miles from the Cheyenne and Arapaho
Ageney Augost 1s 1677, moasles brake out in epidemis form,
and notwithstanding the faithful and unceasing care and medi-
cal atention of our worthy agency physician, L. A. E. Hodge,
the ‘badge of mourning’ is worn by the heads of almost every
lodge in the two tribes.” Seventy-four of the 113 school children
were down with measles at one time and the agent, doctor, and
teachers converted the school ing into a hospital. Thanks
to the care they received every child was saved 0
‘we gained a very Important point with the camp Indi

of our manner of treatment over theirs,

sny ey loat 136 children and
e choy.nnu 1 uring the spldemic.

Conditions among the Pawnee Indians was much the same
as of all ‘‘village Indians I have known,”” wrote Charles H.
Searing of that Agency in 187

and a great deal of dancing

bem two-thirds of them live in ot

ot in large sod lodges, con los

h of many of them |
ith the poor protection fro:

T Cilmate. hes.oon e canoe of ‘many deathe,
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for the better Mr. Searing noted, was the

Indint o nediome . ihe'begianink ol ther <his
T etter than they formerly had. ~The agency physician
m '_hgy Jrere beginning to realize the importauce of carly

Tlu.- Cheyem\es and Arapahos suffered greatly from the
iutense heat during the summer of 1878 according to Agem
D Miles. He estimated the number of sick people on the
mr\nllon at 2,000, Had the Agency an adequate snppl) of
«ignti-malarial’’ remedies at hand, he be many deaths
would have been averted. The Agency reccived ninety.five
ounces of quinine in nd ance of the annual supply and this
as consumed in less dlys. “The success of the
ageney phsician has eon ng, and the only cause of

-8

ill-suces s been due to 'he Iac of medicin l\n(lredx
who lpplml "for treatment were refused
result resorted to their native medicine and the r»erpehmnon

of thelr superstitious rites,""™

r. J. W, Smith, agency physician for the Kiowa and
Com.nehe Agency_reported the_prevalence of malaria among
those tribes in 1878. He attributed most of their malaria
to their camp sites and planned to personally supervise their
next selections. Syphilis was rather general and he was con-
cerned about the future welfare of the Indians in regard to
this problem. He requested a building that could be used as
a hospital at the ecarliest possible date because ol lhe type care
the Tndians received in their own camps. concerned
over the *jugglery and manipulations of the nedicine men'"
which, in his estimation, could not but be injurious.’

At lhc Pawnee Agency in 1880, the Agent wrote: “‘Old
hat this year, for the first time in their ves, whey

h-d -ll !llc Potatoes and vegetables they could eat.
Bowman, the p.wm agent, entertained the typical theor\' ns
to the cause of malaria: ““The slimy deposits are left high on
the Banks (of the Arkansas and Cimarron) CX e\ol\'e malaria

;: 8 tropic heat of 80 degrees to 120 Fahrer

these sonirces we must look for our most mrm-nent .nd ‘general
puses of malarious diseases.’” Mr. ed their
pl nlenn\ whose kind and int lllg(-m management and treat-
Wwas decreasing the Indian’s confidence in their own medi-
men, and steadily mmumn their confidence in the

L™
$47inual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affars, 118, p. 51.
I8, . 61,
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““superior resources and capabilities of the white man

of medicine.”’*
The Osages in 1881, with o population of neurly 2,000 were
members f their tribe from pneum “quick

system

tior Lack of care during the cnld weather,
e of moccasins in wet weather, their Rabie of sleep.
ing on damp ground, overheating from exereis
posure to cold, all were practices which led to

e opinion of their agency physician. The Indians applied
at the ageney for cough syrups, camphor, pills, etc., thinking
ihey could prevent severe illness, but "(hev seldom call for &
jan_in severe cases. Discase seems to be severe upon
lllel ind it is no uncommon thing for th n tn bc llkell v\hen
appnmmly healthy and die in two or three days.

An epidemic of smallpox started during the summer od
1882 in the Indian Territory. The first report of the diseass
was that of the Osage agent who told of smallpox in Black
Dog's Camp and other camps on the Arkansas River. Dest
followed quickly of cases, and it was found to
rapidly sprending.” The Osiges beiamo pasicstricken &
fled, some neross the Arkansas River, others into the sclusi
of the forest. An effort was made to protect them with vacin
tion but “sieceeded poorly for want of good virus.”” By
tember, twenty or twenty-five had died and many others
down with the disease."

Much publicity was given this epidemic by both tl
Cherakee Advocate and the Chepenne Transporter. In Jant
. the Cherokee Citizenship Commitice met at Tahlequah
compulsory vaccination lay.
Advocate carried o deseript
Territory, and stated that spee wel
to have ihe people vaceinated.  After tellng of the av
of smallpox in 1882 on Grand River and other places, the arti
poumd out that the only way to escape the disease
1, Vaceination was freq and the people would
notified when the plysician would be ready Tor cach
to come to the lgency for vneeuunon Co-operation with
National Council was urged % Much work was done u;”%

reck nation by Colonel W. P. Ross, Dr. J. A
and Mr. Parris. Before the people began co-operating by allo

L. A o.m Agency, September 2
Ton, 4....4.4 Report of Com. of Indi //-m. 1881
inual Report of L‘ommum)nr of Indian A[/liu, 1882, p. 72.

) pp. 4, 5.

1

» CArymnc ransporter, Ja
4 Cherokee Advocate, Feb. |
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n, nml amptmg treatment, 68 persons had been

48 had l. After the i ization and
liscase and
The article pomled ouu llux was proof that

A.l,,omp., ieilled trentment 1 necded

In February of 1883, smalipox was reported at Vinita and
in the castern portion of the Territory. *“We're all surrounded,’"
o "Cheyenne Transporter stated gloomily, “with smallpox
prevalent at ita, and other points in the castern pomon of
be Territory, in Southern Kansas and Northern Texas.'s?

An excellent example of the Indians’ recognition of the
superiority of the white man’s methods in the maintenance of

lth (or even life) among the Cheyennes and Arapahos was
evidenced in a Teport from the Mennonite Missionary, S. S.
Haury from Cantonment, Indian Territory in August, 1883:6

The health o( our children has been OXC.MIIII‘Y (Wﬂ durle
all the yea: ad not one case i which wi

serlo reumbiazes otlce o m
X tathor once brought his  duughte
near the grave, begging
Saiaren recovered If they wo
Reports from the agents during the 1880: ndicnie a
general trend, among the Indians, away s
of treating disease, and nce of the "“I nte man '8 vuv
Some of the tribes still lived in squalor, and if unable to get
an agency phys allowed their medicine men to practice.
Some of the agents would oceasionally express confidence they
had completely commed the tribes under their supervision
to more hy, ving, and to a more scienti
where the |rutmem of disease care of the sick was con-
cerned. Yet their next reports would include diatribes on the
*“filthy and superstitious’* habits of the The con-
n among the ugcllls was tlut to properly caro
for the sick among the Ind ls would have to be
lable.S The Agency physlcun could treat the pi ot bt
he could be removed from the camp environment, his
chances at recovery—if he was acutely ill—were not too good.
We canuot expect the Indian to have confidence in the w)
'loclnr and his medicine unless he had been reasonably uuwm
L in his pra how can we expeet him to
rough the ordul llle

1 his patients are made to pass
ndian medicine man imposes upon them.

$1bid, Feb, 2, col. 2,
) p. 2
wCheyenne 1: sporter, Feb. 10, 1883,
ol Repar ol the Conmissioner o/ Tndin:Ajirs, 168, . 9.
gt 20T of LA wa, Comanche, Wichla agency.—
ry m"’” o/ m« cmmlmm ol Indéen Affairs, 1884, p.
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The suporvisi

the agents’

reporls) from 1880 Before that time the employmem of agency

s had been @ rather hit-or-miss propositi o ln 1873

& medical and cducational division was ereat

Burcau, but by 1874 only about onc-half the sgenelel m the
hnd becn with ph Lack of

United St z ided
supplies ent, nade medical practice. .nd fealth
Snpervision & diffieult task. The medical and sducational

a
ision was abolished in 1878 but the Kederal Government
creased its efforts in both preventive and remedial work.”"

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs ruled in his report
for 1878 that sicians employed as agency doctors in the
future had to be “*graduates of some medical college and have
the necessary diplomas.”’®  According to the reports of agents
in the Indian Territory there were physicians employed in all
of the agencies after 1880.

A census, taken in 1879 showed an mcreue in popul
m this could be attributed to including whites, negroes,
ixed bloods, rather than the governmental health supervision
rogmm, from 1866. The (,Ilemkeu, in 1m numbered 19,000,
Ol this number there were 6,000 of mix ed blo od, 3,500 negroes,
nd 700 whites. The 1866 census showed lhem to number 14,000.
’I‘lle Chickasaws numbered 5, 800 in_ 1879 as compared with
4,500 in 1866. The Ch ws in 1879 numbered 15000 Of
this number 6,000 were mixed hlood and 1 300 “
Seminoles in 1879 numbered 2,443, as_contras|
enumerated in 1866. Crecks reporled in 1879 touled 14 260.
In 1866, there were supposed to be 14,000 Creeks.s® Thers
were also 6,200 white people who had hot, been. admitted 0
citizenship in any of the tribes enumerated in 1879. Twelve
hundred of these were employw of the railroads,
were intruders.?® In 1 e Cheyenne rrm,mm reported
there were 36 tribes of lndl ns in the Territory.”

During 1888, sgeney reports showed an increasing number
of Indians being treated by the sgency physicians; showed
also the Imld mll cxmed on the Indians by the ‘medicine men;
the general improvement in living conditions as 8 result of

better food, more sanitation in regard to camp life, the absence
of epidemic disenses such as smallpox ; the increasing rate of

“ Edward Ererot Dale, Indiens of she Southoest, p. 201.

SId. Avnuat Repors of Commissionss of Indign, Affir, 1902
::?B(&Iun, ‘Formatton of e e ‘of Oklahoma,

7 Cheyenne Transporter, September 28, 1683,



Heolth Conditions in Indian Territory »

\uberculosis, and the addiction to the mescal bean among mem.
bers of the Comanches and Apaches, among other topics related
to health."*

The population of Indian Territory in 1890 was given th
same as in 1880, 1882. The Flu 'l‘rlba neco\lnoed for 1'18097
of this nnmber, with the Quaj persons.
White uud colored people on the Fon S)Il and %‘on Reno mili-
tary r¢ were listed as 8047 A somewhat different
elml[lauon is given in the Eleventh Census of
States.™  The total population of what is now Oklahoma for
1890 was 258,657. Of tlm figure, 172,554 were listed as white,
and 21,609 were negroes.’s

From the figures qumd it is plain to be seen that the
only figures which actually agree arc those from identical re-

rts. Thore never s scemed to have been any agreement reached
as to standard definitions of nationality in the Territory. One
of the main rmonu for the confusion where census reports
were concerned was caused by the white people who Wished o
share in the Indian benefits. The only way they could hope
to do this was by proving that they were descendants of old
Indian families.

vial Repors of the Commissioners of Indian Afirs, 1888,
"nu. o 5..unn, Benanioens of oo The' v Clelzod
Government Prioting Olfic m

Y D.CT 5%
W "m.nw. Formarion of ‘Sute of Oblatora, Appesdix D, 219
1918, opulations in the U, S.: 17901915, Government Printin Office,
e, Ky sumber o Negroes i 1090 for Okluoms and ndia

i
% Included those who bad taken bomestesd claima in the first land
Irm-, in logo; ll;:em'n,o_opl i had come from otber siats to

ineda Territory before the Civl War—Ed)




