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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

THE NEGOTIATIONS LEADING TO THE CHICKASAW-
CHOCTAW AGREEMENT, JANUARY 17, 1837

Edited by Gaston L. Littoni

In the summer of 1830 President Jackson met a delegation ofchiefs and headmen of the Chiekasaw Nation at Franklin, Tennessee;and, after several days' negotiations, a provisional treaty was signedwith them which provided for the sale of their ancestral lands inMississippi and for their removal to the West.s

This treaty, though never ratified by the United States Senate,
was conditioned upon the Chickasaws being provided a home in the
West, on the lands of their old allies and neighbors, the Choctaws.
Accordingly, a joint exploring party in the autumn of 1830 was dis-
patched to the West to negotiate with representatives of the Choc-
taw Nation. The delegates of the two tribes could not reach an
agreement, however; and the project was abandoned for the time
and the treaty became void.

The government was impatient to secure the removal of the
Chickasaws from their valuable and coveted lands east of the Missis-
sippi, and in 1832 commissioners were again appointed to negotiate
with the tribal officials. John Coffee represented the United States
in the deliberations which were held at the Chickasaw council house
on Pontotoc Creek from September 20 to October 22. The result
was the treaty of October 20, 1832, by the terms of which the tribe
ceded outright to the United States all its lands. These were to
be put on the market and sold as public lands, the proceeds to be
held in trust by the government for the 

Chickaasaws.? 
As in the

instance of the Cherokee removal treaty of 1835, there was consider-

able objection among the Chickasaws to the treaty; but tribal of-

ficials appearing in Washington to protest against its ratification

received sent attention from the government.

To fulfill the objectives of the new treaty an exploring party

of Chickasaw chiefs and headmen set out from Tuscumbia in the

autumn of 1833 to meet the Choctaws and negotiate with them again

t Mr. Gaston L. Litton is on the staff of The Nationsl Archives in asNhinton,
D. C. This paper is presented by him as a tribute to th Naton.
Johnston, for over forty years the Governor of the Chiekasse haont. has

2 The story of the attempts of the Chickanas tR end home ino n 1932) t and
been drawn, in the main, from Grant Foreman' d 

o  

(Norman, 32193; 0.
from Angie Debo, The Rie and Fall o! the Chcta e Aefo Latos and

3 This Treaty is printed in Charles J. Kapplr tal,
Treaties (Washington, 19081, 15, 356-36
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for a part of their new lands. A conference was arranged, but again
the deliberations were futile; and the Chickasaw party returned

home without having accomplished its objective.

A third party was sent west of the Mississippi River in an effort

to purchase lands from the Choctaws. The councils were held in
November 1835; but the representatives were no more successful
in reaching an agreement than they had been two years earlier.4
It was not until late in the summer of 1836 that another effort was
made by the Chickasaws to secure a home among the Choctaws.

In September of that year the Chickasaw chiefs, in general
council, memorialized the President of the United States on the sub-
ject of their securing a home for themselves in the West.6 In a
restrained and dignified manner they complained of the white in-
trusion upon their lands following the signing of the later unratified
treaty of 1830. They "beheld their people without a home, sur-
rounded by men whose language they can neither speak nor under-
stand; subject to laws of which they are wholly ignorant, degraded,
debased, and ruined by strong drink and vicious habits, and pur-
suits." They stated that a delegation had been appointed in council
to make another trip to the West in search of a future residence for
their people, and they solicited the friendly aid and influence of
the President in their behalf. In looking westward for a new home,
they stated that their minds were naturally directed to their "old
allies and neighbors, the Choctaws." They wished, however, to
have the entire control over the country they purchased, retaining
their national character, and having their national affairs in their
own hands. This delegation, they concluded, would be ready to set
out about the first of November next.

The memorial was submitted to Benjamin Reynolds, their agent,
who enclosed it in a letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

4 The Chickasaws, in their search for a home in the West, did not limit their
negotiation to the Choctaw tribe. On their western tour of exploration in 1830 several
members of the main party made an examination of the Caddo lands south of the
Red River; although they appear to have been willing to accept a tract of land in
this area, the government did not give approval for its purchase. The following
summer, in 1831, the Reverend Isaac McCoy at the direction of the Secretary of
War examined the Osage reserve in Kansas and found that the Chickasaws could be

accommodated there; the proposal came to naught. In 1833 the Chickasaws themselves
were approached by one William K. Hill with a proposition to sell to them four
milton acres of land belonging to Mexico in what is now the Panhandle of Texas.
Again, nothing came of this proposal. Indeed, it seems the negotiations with the
Choctaws alone were 

seriously 
considered. Dr. Grant Foreman, in a detailed and

excellent use of the printed and manuscript sources, traces these several proposals
to locate the Chickasaws west of the Mississippi. See the index of his Indian Re-
moval for specific references.5This memorial is to be found among the older records of the Office of Indian

Affairs, now in The National Archives, Washington, and hereinafter referred to by
the abbreviation 'OIA." In this instance see OIA, Chickasaw, R-24/1837.
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in which he urged a prompt and favorable reception of the nag-
gestions of the Chickasaws.6 "Their distress ee of the-
remain here any length of time will be even wor e argued, "if they
forth in the memorial." an they are net

Early in November the delegation was ready to make the trip
West, and credentials were issued by Chickasaw King Ish-te-a-ahotopa
and his headmen to Major John McLish, Captain James Peery, Major
Pitman Colbert, Major James Brown and Captain Isaac Abertjonr
"You have been commissioned," their instructions read, "to go west
of the Mississippi River, in behalf of the Chickasaw Indians, to
procure for them a home. Impressed as you are with the necessity
of the speedy removal of the Chickasaws, we doubt not that you will
use every honourable exertion to carry out the views of those whom
you represent and we would observe that in the purchase of a Tract
of country destined for the residence of the Chickasaw Indians,
you will in no wise exceed the sum of one Million of dollars, out
of the funds arising from the sale of the Chickasaw lands, subject
to the approval of the President of the United States." The land
was to be "free from all incumbrance or difficulty as to title," and
should the delegation fail in its negotiations with the Choctaws the
representatives were authorized and empowered to procure a home
in "such other part of the Country west of the Mississippi River
as they may deem fit and suitable."~

The Chickasaws expressed the desire to have "a discreet white
person" go with them, and to that place was appointed Henry R.
Carter. The Chickasaw delegation departed from the ancestral
homes and made its way to the West. The Choctaw Agent west of

the Mississippi, William Armstrong, reported to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs on February 3, 1837, the manner in which the

meeting was 
arranged.s 

Commenting upon how widely scattered

were the settlements of Choctaws, Agent Reynolds explained, "I saw

there was no way to get the Choctaws together, except to propose

to the Chief & Captains at the time we paid the annuity here

the last of December to make a selection, including the Chief, of
some half-dozen Captains; and ascertain the wises of the Choctawos
here, and let those selected be fully authorized to caet the to din-
tricts on Red River; and whatever agreement eold we made wit;
the Chickasaws would be satisfactory. This arrangement wan made;
and to get the Chief and those selected to go over, annuity at Fort
to pay their expenses. When we met to pay the annOcay at F8ra

'trismn Oaceda a Cnniiane a Indian Affairs, Oectober 7, 1837 ic

OIA, Chickasaw, R-24/1837. "private," are to be found in OIA,
7 These instructions, which were mard

Chickasaw, C-199/1837. Affairs, February 3, 1837 i
8 William Armstrong to Commissioner oah

OIA, Choctaw, A-127/1837.
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Towson, I stated to the two districts assembled what had been doneby the other district on Arkansaw and requested them to make asimilar selection from each of these districts and let the Choctaws
now together amounting to about three thousand, give them similar
authority to meet the Chickasaws; this was done. . .

The Chickasaw delegation met representatives from the Choe-
taw tribe, as explained by the agent, at Doakesville near Fort Towson
On January 11th the negotiations were begun that led to the famed
Chickasaw-Choctaw Agreement of 1837, by which the former were
admitted at last into the domain of the latter. Below is reproduced
exactly as it was written and preserved at that time, the

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE CHICKASAW DELEGATION AND
CHOCTAW COMMISSIONERS DURING A NEGOTIATION FOR

THE PURCHASE OF A TRACT OF COUNTRY FOR
THE CHICKASAW INDIANS TO REMOVE

AND SETTLE UPON:9

No. 1
To the Chiefs, Captains & Warriors of the Choctaw Nation

Brothers: We have been delegated by our Chiefs & Headmen to visit
your country to present to your council the Talk of our Chiefs and head
men, to consult with you and to lay before you, in the plain language
of truth & honesty, the condition of our people, and if possible to procure
from you, our old friends and neighbors, a home or resting place for our
destitute and homeless people. We sincerely hope that you will consider
well the Talk of our Chiefs & headmen and deliberate maturely on the
condition of our people, that they may be saved from the destruction
which now seems to await them!

We, therefore, the undersigned Delegation of the Chickasaw tribe of
Indians. duly commissioned and empowered by our Chiefs & headmen for
that purpose, do propose to procure a District of country of the Choctaw
nation by purchase, to be governed by our own laws & regulations
January 11th, 1837 (Signed) Pitman Colbert

t
0

J. McLish
James Brown, his x mark
James Perry, his x mark

Answer to No. 1
To the Chickasaw Delegation

Brothers: Your talk of yesterday to our Chiefs and people has been
received and duly considered by the undersigned Commissioners, appointed
by the Headmen and people of the Choctaw nation for that purpose; and
have to say that perhaps no people on earth is more disposed to sym-

9 These deliberations, which appear to have been carried on in the main through
formal correspondence between the delegates and representatives of the tribes, were
perhaps copied from the originals by William Armstrong who transmitted them to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on January 27, 1837. (See OIA, Choctaw, A-114
1837). An effort has been made to reproduce this correspondence faithfully. Editorial
changes have consisted merely in the correction of the spelling of some of the proper
names.t 

These delegates, and the Choctaw representatives whom they met, were the
outstanding men of their tribes. There is a paucity of biographical material on them,
but an exhaustive use of the indexes of the previously-cited studies by Debo and
Foreman will yield considerable information.
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pathise with a distressed and homeless people than ourselves; and more
particularly the condition of our brothers the Chickasaws, with whom

we are united together by every tie of friendship that binds one people
to another. But we regret that we cannot in no shape or form accede to
your proposition to obtain of our people a home or resting place by pur-
Chase

We are your friends & brothers.
Doakeville (Signed)

Jany 12th 1837
P. P. Pitchlynn
G. W. Harkins
Israel Folsom
R. M. Jones
John McKinney
Eyach-a-ho-pia
Geo. Pusley

No. S
To the Chiefs, Captains, & Warriors of the Choctaw Nation

Brothers: As you are opposed to ceding a portion of your country
to the Chickasaws, to be governed by their own laws and regulations;
and being desirous & duly impressed with the necessity of procuring a
permanent home for our own people; and being anxious that they should
continue to be your friends & neighbors; We the undersigned Commis-
sioners on the part of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, do propose to ob-
tain of the Choctaw Nation the privilege of forming a District within the
limits of their country, to be called the Chickasaw district of the Choctaw
nation; to be placed on an equal footing with the other districts of said
nation; and its citizens to be subject to all the burthen & duties & entitled
to all the rights & privileges of a Choctaw, with the exception of partici-
pating in the Choctaw annuity & the consideration which may be given
for these rights & privileges, but reserving to the Chickasaws the right
and privilege of controuling the residue of their funds & of electing such
officers for that purpose as they may think proper.
Jany 12th 1837 J. McLish

Pitman Colbert &c.&c.

Answer to No. 2
To the Chickasaow Commissioners

Brothers: Your last proposition to us yesterday, requesting the
privilege to be admitted into our country as one of the Districts of our
nation, has been duly considered by the undersigned Commissioners on
the part of the Choctaw nation. We are truly sorry to have to make
an arrangement with any people to set apart a portion of our country
for any purpose. The subject is one which calls to memory past events
which almost makes our hearts bleed. But as your situation is one
which demands the sympathy of our world, especially that of the Red

Men, we have concluded to accede to your proposition provided we can
agree on the terms. It may seem proper and right for us first to state the
terms upon which we will admit you into our country; but as we are not
anxious to set apart a portion of our country, and we consider the sub-
ject quite a different one from the ordinary course of transacting business
of trade and barter, we respectfully and frankly ask you the question:
What are you willing to give our people for the privilege which you ask.
Jany 13th 1837 (Signed R. M. Jones

Israel Folsom
Geo. W. Harkins
P. P. Pitchlynn
Silas D. Fisher &c. &c.
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No. 8
To the Choctao Commissioners

Brothers: Your answer to our Second proposition has been received
& duly considered; and we deem it essential to our arrival at a conclu-
sion as to the amount of the consideration to be paid for the privilegeB
embraced therein, to ascertain what part of your country you would be
willing to assign to our people.

We are your friends & brothers.

Doaksvitte J. McLish
Jany 13th 1837 Pitman Colbert &c. &c.

Answer to No. 8
To the Chickasaw Commissioners

Brothers: Your communication to us yesterday requesting to know
[what] portion of our country we could assign your people, as a District,
previous to your arriving at a conclusion what would be a proper con-
sideration for that privilege, has had due deliberation; and we have agreed
in behalf of our people, to assign your people the following District of
country, forming the fourth District in our nation, provided your terms
will suit our views, viz:

tnt Beginning on the North bank of Red River, at the mouth of Island
Bayou about 8 or 10 miles below the mouth of False Wachita,
thence running North along the main channel of said Bayou to
its source; thence to the road leading from Fort Gibson to False
Wachita; thence along said road to the line dividing Mushulatubbee
from Pushmataha, thence eastwardly along said District line, to
the source of Brushy Creek; thence down said Creek to where it
flows into the Canadian river, 10 or 12 miles above the mouth of
Gaines Creek or South Fork, thence West along the Canadian
Fork to its source, if in the limits of the United States; or to
those limits, thence due South to Red River; and down Red River
to the beginning.

Doaksville R. M. Jones
January 14th 1837 P. P. Pitchlynn

Silas D. Fisher
Israel Folsom &c. &c.

No. 4
To the Choctaw Commissioners

Brothers: After mature consideration on the District of country
embraced in your communication of today, which you are willing to as-
sign to our people as a future home, we regret exceedingly to say from
our own knowledge & the information derived from others, we are con.
minced that that district of country would not be acceptable to our people,
suited to their wants or adapted to their improvement. It is the first wish
of our hearts that our people may be settled in a district where a system
of improvement may be practiced, where they may be easily prevailed on
to abandon the precarious mode of subsisting by hunting, so prejudicial to
civilization; and inducements held out to follow agricultural pursuits: and
become generally enlightened. We had earnestly hoped that our Broth-rs
would have assignd us a country where these views might have been
carried out successfully, in the benefits of which, according to the terms
of our second proposition, our brothers would not have been debarred from
participating, and to effect which purpose we reserved to the Chickasaws
the control of a part of their funds. From the great and numerous dis-
advantages of those who will reside in it, as to render any attempt to
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enlighten or improve our people, entirely hopeless therefore erestlppeay yen, as that country which you expeem a We
as a District for our people, cannot answer any 

willingness 
to set apart

poses of improvement & civilization from the general teitempathe Poer
the numerous and entensive prairies with which it steritity o the sotl,
quent great scarcity of timber, besides many other shouds, the conge.
so to change its boundaries as to include the lands erios disadvantages,
of the Canadian; the Canadian, the Arkansas from belowen the South Poh
Canadian; and the creek which empties into the Arow the math of the
Bluff; or some other lands which would enable us toanas ct Pheasaot
so mach denred & so essential to the preservation and future Oelfare ot
the Red Man.anInatelee0

We duly appreciate the frankness and candour with which our brother
have conducted themselves in this matter, and assure them that the sane
spirit shall characterise the negotiation on our part.

We are your friend & brothers.

Doaksville J. McLish
January 14, 1837 Pitman Colbert, &c.&c.

Answer to No. 4
To the Chickasaw Commissioners

Friends & brothers: Your answer of this date, to our propositions
bounding a district of country for our Chickasaw brothers, has been re-
ceived. We regret that you have felt yourselves compelled to decline
acceding to the proposal we have made you. We say to you with candour
& honesty that we wish to see you provided for but we have a solemn duty
to perform to our own people; and in laying out a district for you, we
have offered you a favorite section of country, with the privilege of set-
tling in any part of the Choctaw Nation, upon terms of reciprocity with
our own people. We therefore after mature deliberation must say to you
that we can negotiate no further.

Your friends & brothers.

Doaksville, C. N. R. M. Jones
Jany 14th 1837 P. P. Pitchlynn

Silas D. Fisher
Israel Folsom
John McKinney
Geo. W. Harkins
Eyach-a-ho-pla
Geo. Pusley &c. &c.

No. S

To 
the Choctaw Commissioners

Brothers: Your communication of this evening has been received.

and we most heartily regret that you can negotiate no further.

Brothers: Be assured that your brethren meant not the least dis-

respect, or to give the least offence.

Brothers: Be pleased to remember that we ace eating in the very
delicate character of representatives, like yourselvesc that me felt it ot
duty as representatives to say what we did in our last communicaion, and

pray of you to look upon it in that light.

Brothers: We were misinformed as to th e country which you er

willing to assign us as a District for our people, an gr tow haste t
which we came to a conclusion respecting it, and reetothellingtouah
cept the District you are willing to set apart for us.
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Brothers: We must earnestly ask you in the name of your old friends
& allies to negotiate further with us on this subject, that our homeless
and destitute people may have a spot. where they can rest & continue to

be your friends & neighbors.

We are your friends & brothers.

Doakeville J. McLish
Jany 14th 1837 Pitman Colbert

James Brown
James Perry

Answer to No. 6
To the Chickasaw Commissioners

Brothers: Your last communication last evening is before us; and
as your explanation therein contained seems to be a reasonable one, and
which has in some measure reconciled the feelings of our Chiefs and
Commissioners in behalf of our people, we have to say to you again, we
are willing to hear any proposition or offer you may think proper to
make us. When we heard of the distresses of our old friends and brothers,
the Chickasaws, we felt for their condition; and were disposed in a plain
& frank manner to state to you what we were willing to do-for them-
and we regret that an impression on our part was formed that our
brothers, the Chickasaw Commissioners, were trifling with our liberal
offer. We therefore hope our correspondence in future will be carried
on in the frank & candid manner usual among Red men.

We are your friends & brothers.

Doaksville, C. N. R. M. Jones
Jany 15th 1837 P. P. Pitchlynn

Geo. W. Harkins
Israel Folsom
John McKinney
Geo. Pusley &c. &c.

No. 6
To the Choctate Commissioners

Brothers: In common with yourselves, it is with the most heartfelt
sorrow that there should have grown out of our correspondence the least
misunderstanding or unpleasant feelings on the part of our brothers; for
we do most solemnly assure them that there was not the slightest inten-
tion of trifling with your liberal offer to our people; of disrespect to your-
selves as individuals or as representatives.

Brothers: It is with more than ordinary pleasure, we learn that the
feelings of yourselves & your Chiefs have become reconciled; and feel our
depressed spirits revived at your willingness to hear propositions from
us to obtain a Home for our distressed & homeless people, who we can-
didly acknowledge are dependent on their Brothers to provide for them a
resting place; and we rejoice at the renewed good feelings of friendship,
which we hope will always exist between us and our old friends & neighbors.

Brothers: With yourselves, we feel the necessity of conducting ourfuture correspondence in the frank & candid manner usual among Red
men, which shall be truly observed on our part, and we can bear testi-mony has pervaded that of our brothers.

Brothers: We therefore accept the district of country as a futurehome for our people, which our brothers tendered us on yesterday; and asyou have been liberal and candid with us, we will be so to our brothers.We accordingly propose in behalf of the Chief & Headmen of the Chicka-
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saw tribe of Indians, to give as a consideration ttaws, for the privileges mentioned in our 
second 

t brothers the Choc-
Five Hundred thousand dollars-the mode and postion the sam of
leave entirety to the choice of our Brothers. terms of payment, we

Brothers: We earnestly hope you will consider this proposition literal
and if it be desired by you, we will state 

orally 
or ti writing the man

contingent expenses attending the sales of our p nclngds, atdeison
of the President of the United States, respecting tic landa deeouo
country east of the Mississippi; and many othethue boundary of our
funds have been greatly diminished. rases by which our

We are your friends & brothers.

Doaksville J. McLish
Jany 15th 1837 James Perry

Pitman Colbert
James Brown

No. 7
To the Chickasaw Commissioners

Brothers: Previous to our giving you an answer to the offer which
you have made us for a home in our country, we respectfully request that
our brothers give us a statement of their funds arising from the sale of
their country or the amount they expect to have after their contingent
expenses &c are deducted.

We are your Brothers &c.

January 15th 1837 R. M. Jones
P. P. Pitchlynn
Geo. W. Harkins &c. &c.

Answer to No. 7
To the Choctawo Commissioners

Brothers: Your communication of this morning has been received
and after reflecting on the inquiry therein made, from the best Informa-
tion we have been enabled to obtain, we would suppose that the probable
amount of the monies arising from the sale of our public lands, after
deducting every expense, except that of removing our people from their
present country, will not exceed eight or nine hundred thousand dollars;
and deducting the Five hundred thousand which [we] have proposed to
give our Brothers for the privileges mentioned in our second proposition,
will leave a balance of three or four hundred thousand dollars. But from
the necessity of the case, we are not able to form anything like a correct

idea on this subject. We will state candidly the circumstances which pti
it out of our power to say anything like certainty about this matter. The
immense number of reservations (the numlier not: known it e us to hite:
individual claimants were entitled under our treaty with the United States,
had generally to be located before the sale commenhede which as they
were sold to speculating whitemen, were located on the beat tends in the
nation, a considerable number (unknown to us ets of your counter.
located, a few of which individuals are now reswe lost the best tart of
By a late decision of the President of the U. s.swe
our country of about 22 miles bare on the Mississippi rnd one undted
and two miles in length. We have two agents-

t
e gentith a aay

other an approving Agent & five Commrs; one of the Agetex with a salary
(the amount unknown to us) paid out of our funds hut the salns te
both are paid out of the same; a clerk to each the expensesaof the
Gen Surveyor & Chain carriers &c &c, with salaries &c, of which [wet

different delegations & the expenses of removing
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can form but a very imperfect idea; and the combination of speculators
at the public sales, to put down competition, which prevents lands how-
ever good from selling for more than a dollar and a quarter per acre.
The immense deal of lands in our country, which from their quality can
never be sold, our ignorance as to the extent of country included in its
boundaries. There are no doubt many contingent expenses, which we
are unable to specify, and some of which we cannot at present recollect.
Doaksville J. McLish

Jany 15th 1837 Pitman Colbert &c. &c.

No. 8
To the Chickasaw Commissioners

Brothers: Your last verbal proposition received through our Agent
Capt Armstrong, giving an addition of thirty thousand dollars to the Five
hundred thousand in your former proposition, has been received; and we
are ready now to make it with the second communication received, a
basis of an agreement between the Chickasaws and Choctaws. We have
had many conflicting difficulties to encounter; and now that every obstacle
is removed we assure you that we desire to receive you cordially as
friends and brothers. We are satisfied our people cheerfully acquiese
in what we have done; and as their representatives we have felt bound
to protect their rights and interests. We hope you will appoint a Com-
mittee to meet one of ours in the morning to draw up the articles of
agreement between us.

We are your friends & brothers.

Doaksville J. McLish
Jany 16th 1837 Pitman Colbert &c. &c

The Commissioners, meeting in joint session the following day,
framed an agreement which was signed by them in the presence of
their respective agents.

1 
The conductor of the Chickasaw dele-

gation, Henry R. Carter, later delivered the original agreement to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

By the terms of this agreement at Doaksville the Chickasaws
were given the privilege of forming within the Choctaw country a
"Chickasaw District of the Choctaw Nation. '12 This district, the
boundaries of which were inexactly defined, was to be held by the
Chickasaws on the same terms with the Choctaws. The Chickasaws
were to enjoy equal representation in the Choctaw general council;
indeed, their district was to be placed on "an equal footing in every
other respect with any of the other districts'' of the Choctaw Nation.
Conversely, the Chickasaws were subject to the Choctaw laws. The
finances of the two tribes, however, were to be kept separate. As

11 Agent Reynolds, reporting to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on February
5, 1837, stated: "From the careful examination of the articles of agreement and

rom a personal knowledge of the district (actual examination which I made in the
year 1830 & 1831) 1 have no hesitation in saying that the Chickasaw delegation has
made an advantageous arrangement for a new home and one that will give general
satisfaction." See OIA, Chickasaw, C-199/1837.

12This agreement is printed in full in Kappler, op. cit., II, 486-488; in the
Statutes at Large, and elsewhere. Since the treaty is generally available it has not
been thought necessary to reproduce it here.
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a consideration for these rights and privileges tt
to pay to the Choctaws the ium of $530,000.'3 e Chickasaws agreed

Upon the signing of this agreement the Chick
turned to Pontotoc, their capital. There in ieaosa olegate 

re-
ICing Ish-te-ho-to-pa, the venerable Tishomingo, general co enil with

headmen of the Chickasaw Nation, the delegates rertchiefstand

negotiations with the Choctaws. In a memorial to the President
of the United States, the Chickasaws in council on Februrid17
stated that they were "pleased with the prospect of obtaining aiong
their old friends and allies the Choetaws a new, and as they hiie, a
permanent home for their people, now almost destitute and house-
less. "14 They stated that as soon as arrangements could be made
probably by the first of the following May, a considerable portion of
their people would be ready to emigrate to the new lands. They
expressed the hope that the Great Father would lend them his aid
to procure their speedy removal.1

5 
Efforts were made by the govern-

ment to hasten the removal of the Chiekasaws; and, within a few
months, the Nation was on the march westward to its newv-chosen
home among the Choctaws.

Under the arrangement agreed to by representatives of the two
tribes meeting at Doaksville in January 1837, the Chiekasaws and
Choctaws lived until 1855. By that time the two tribes had become
sufficiently oriented in their new lands west of the Mississippi to
want to live as separate autonomous nations. Their relations during
this eighteen-year period at times were unharmonious, as might
have been expected. But the Doaksville agreement of 1837 served
satisfactorily to stabilize the affairs of these two proud peoples at a
time when they were weak from the demoralizing influence of the
removal from their ancestral lands east of the Mississippi.

13 Attention should be called to the interpretation of this asgeement an othee

intertribal events by Muriel H. Wright and Peter J. Hudson in "1ie2 Osi6ne
the Choctaw and the Chickasaw Nations in the Indian Territory, 1820 ts 180,
Chronicles of Oklahoma (December 1929), VII, 388418.

14 This memorial is in OIA, Chickasaw, C-222/837.
1s Approval and ratification of the Chickasaw-Choctaw tocvenrionn s Cae on

played. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a letter to with you to this city
Marsh 3, 1837, wroote that she ageeent "whicaybroudsen,adrcie

on the 21 ulimo, has been submitted to the PresidentntwSeate e nd incthe

their sanction. . I trust the [the Chickasaws anl the beets bhe have c right
more intimate association they have t h nen i" hee A, ish
to expect from the salutary character of the articles o e cnvention. Si 0,

Letterbook No. 21, 130-131.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE

OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

October 26, 1939.

The regular quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Okla-

homa Historical Society convened in the Historical building, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, October 26, 1939, with Judge Robert L. Williams, President,
presiding.

The Secretary called the roll which showed the following members
present: Gen. Charles F. Barrett, Judge Harry Campbell, Dr. E. E. Dale,
Hon. John B. Doolin. Judge Thomas H. Doyle, Judge Thomas A. Edwards,
Dr. Grant Foreman, Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour, Judge Robert A. Hefner,
Mrs. Frank Korn, Mrs. Jessie E. Moore, Hon. W. J. Peterson, Judge William
P. Thompson, Mrs. John R. Willians, Judge Robert L. Williams and James
W. Moffitt, the Secretary.

The following members had notified the Secretary of their inability
to attend: Mr. George H. Evans, Mr. James H. Gardner, Judge Samuel W.
Hayes, Gen. William S. Key, Col. A. N. Leecraft, Judge John B. Meserve,
Mr. Jasper Sipes, and Judge Baxter Taylor.

Judge Thomas H. Doyle moved that the reasons given for absence be
deemed sufficient and that they be excused, and upon second by Judge
Thomas A. Edwards the motion was carried.

The question of increasing the bond of the Society's Treasurer in the
sum of one thousand dollars was discussed, and upon motion of Hon. John
B. Doolin, duly seconded, the increase was approved.

Judge Thomas A. Edwards moved that there be no smoking in the
library or any of its adjuncts, the newspaper stack room or any of its
adjuncts, or any of the museums, or in either the Grand Army or Confeder-
ate Custodians' rooms, and the various annexes, and that appropriate
printed signs be placed in the various spaces as well as in all halls, setting
forth this resolution, and in addition, that it be the mandatory duty of
the Secretary and all employees to see that such prohibition against smok-
ing not be violated and to so recite in said notice "To promote safety
against fire."

The Secretary presented the minutes of the Board meeting held July
27, 1939. Mrs. John R. Williams moved that the reading of the minutes
be passed. Motion was seconded and carried.

The Secretary presented the quarterly reports in writing of Mrs.
Laura M. Messenbaugh, custodian of the newspapers; Dr. Joseph B. Tho-burn, custodian of the Union Soldiers' room; Mrs. Helen R. Payne, super-visor of the WPA project for cataloguing and indexing newspapers, etc.;M. A. Mulholland, chief clerk; Hazel E. Beaty, librarian and Mrs. RellaLooney,archvis't Such report on the part of the custodian of the Con-federate Soldiers' room was requested.

Dr. Grant Foreman moved that the Secretary, with the assistance ofthe various employees of the Society, bring down to date the inventoryof the property of the Society, thus furnishing a complete inventory anda report relative thereto, and to that end to be filed quarterly in thefuture, and if necessary use any other assistance such as WPA workers,
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if legally available, to make each asvnt
seconded same and motion was carried . Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour

Mrs. Jessie E. Moore wOO named by th
of the house committee, consisting Of Mr. President aesa
Gen. William S. Key; and Judge William P. TJasper Sipes 

Cn  chairmanTaylor were also added to this committee. nd Judge Banter
The Secretary reported the following gifts had been received:
(1) Clippings regarding historic sites from Miswhich appeared in The Daily Oklahoman and Tbe Clar A. Ward Tulia

May 29, 1932 and March 29, 1939. Talea World btwe

(2) Picture of Nelson Chigley from Paul Lynch, Fort Smith.
(3) E. E. Keso, Senatorial Career of Robert L. On (GardenvaleCanada: Garden City Press, 1938), from Dr. E. E. Keso, Edmonde
(4) A sill from old Moravian Mission from Dr Robert Mitchell Musko-

gee, through the assistance of Dr. Grant Foreman and Mr. Ltwyd.

(5) File of the Daily Herald (Oklahoma City), February 27, 1939-May 17, 1939, from Miss Hortense Wilson of the Capitol Hill Beacon.
(6) 1897-1935 file of Friendship, Pottawatomie-Lincoln AssociationMinutes, from Rev. Hollis Burge, Muskogee.

(7) Picture of early day students of St. Joseph's School, 1906, fromMrs. Joe O'Brien, Oklahoma City.
(8) Gift of a collection of state tax tokens from James W. Eardeley,Queensborough, New York: New Mexico, Colorado, Missouri, Oklahoma,

Louisiana, and Alabama.
(9) T. H. Reynolds, Economic Aspects of the Monroe Doctrine (Nash-ville: George Peabody College, 1938). Gift of Dr. T. H. Reynolds, A. & M.

College, Stillwater.

(10) T. U. Taylor, Jesse Chisholm (Bandera, Texas: Frontier Times,
1939). Gift of Dean T. U. Taylor, Austin, Texas.

(11) Proclamation regarding the death of President William McKinleyissued by Governor Jenkins, presented by the South Dakota Historical
Society.

(12) A picture of the committee appointed in the fall of 1905 to
present to President Theodore Roosevelt a memorial asking his aid in
the matter of statehood: Robert Lowery, Alf Hammer, Senator D. P.
Marum, Dr. David R. Boyd, Fred Parkinson, Charles Hunter, Wm. Ander-
son, Grant Victor, Wm. S. McCall, Wm. Johnson, Charles G. Jones, and
Judge Thomas II. Doyle. Gift of D. B. Collum, Oklahoma City, Oklajhoma.

The Secretary read the report on the Fort Gibson property presented

by Mr. Harry Lyons and ir. H. A. von Unwerth.

Hon. John B. Doolin moved that the parties be thanked for this report
and that they be asked to continue in this service and be given super-
vision of all buildings including the bakery and magazine house and also

have possession of the keys to the buildings. Motion was seconded and

carried.
Mirs. John R. Williams was added to the art committee and made

chairman since the present chairman, Judge Thomas A. Edwards asked
to be relieved of the chairmanship, he having moved from Ike city.

The committee for marking historical sites was requested to have a

report for the next meeting of the Board.
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Judge Robert A. Hefner moved that the Secretary of the Commission
or some member of the Board of Directors represent the Historical Society
at the meeting of the American Historical Association to be held in Wash-
iagto, D. C., next December, or some other party to be so authorized by
the President and Secretary. Motion was seconded and carried.

The Secretary read the following list of applicants for membership:

LIFE: Judge Wayne W. Bayless, Oklahoma City; Hon. James Edward
Berry, Stillwater; S. C. Boswell, Ada; Judge Fred P. Branson, Muskogee;
Judge Orel Busby, Ada; Mrs. Mary Little Davis, Wewoka; W. A. Delaney,
Jr., Ada; Daniel Franklin Fleet, Dallas, Texas; Joseph Claude Looney,
Wewoka; and P. A. Norris, Ada.

ANNUAL: Walter H. Attaway, Bennington; Fred A. Berry, Wewoka;
tirs. George F. Butcher, Edmond; Bruce Gilbert Carter, Wewoka; Dr.
Claude S. Chambers, Seminole: Frank B. Clements, Tulsa; J. G. Clift,
Duncan; John S. Davenport, Tulsa; Mrs. Reuben Delozier, Adair; Col.
Clarence B. Douglas, El Reno; Harold Bliss Downing, Oklahoma City;
Roscoe Farmer, Oklahoma City; Julian Bixby Fite, Muskogee; Dr. William
Patton Fite, Muskogee; Ruth S. Goodbread, Norman; Judge Harry L. S.
Halley, Tulsa; Rev. Robert Hamilton, Okmulgee; Flora Dunlap Haugen,
Ponca City; Erastus C. Hopper, Jr., Eufaula; Dr. Edward E. Keso, Ed-
mond; Mrs. A. B. Kimberly, Tonkawa; Frank J. Krug, Evansville, Indiana;
Murrell 0. Matthews, Ada; Prof. John Francis McDermott, St. Louis,
Missouri; David S. MacDonald, Jr., Durant; Dora Elizabeth McFarland,
Chilocco; Mrs. Helen McMahan, Pond Creek; Murrill McMillan, Okmulgee;
Jacob B. Moore, Ardmore; Mrs. Frank Gordon Munson, Alva; Mrs. Lucile
Elzey Noblitt, Oklahoma City; lirs. W. J. Otjen, Enid; Chester R. Richards,
Tulsa; Mrs. J. R. Shaubell, Tulsa; Mrs. Velma Smith Sheriff, Oklahoma
City; Louis G. Stapf, Greenup, Kentucky; Maude 0. Thomas, Beaver; J.
Earle Thomson. Hackensack, New Jersey; W. W. Ward, Chelsea; Mrs.
0. P. Weston, Castle Rock, Colorado; Mrs. 0. K. Wetzel, Oklahoma City;
Joe Whittington, Atoka; Rolland 0. Wilson, Oklahoma City and Mrs.
Hattie Lee Work, Durant.

Upon motion of Hon. W. J. Peterson, duly seconded, all were elected
to and received into such membership of the Society.

Judge Harry Campbell, who had been appointed to audit the financial
statement of the Fort Gibson project, presented his report.

Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour moved that it be accepted and approved.
Motion was seconded and carried.

Mrs. Jessie E. Moore moved that the deficit of $11.64 be paid to Dr.
Grant Foreman out of the private funds of the Society. Motion was seconded
and carried.

Mrs. Jessie E. Moore moved that Hon. John B. Doolin be added to
the committee on Parks for the west side of the State. Motion was seconded
and carried.

Mlr. Victor E. Harlow, accompanied by Mr. Arthur W. Gilliland and
Mr. Elmer T. Peterson, appeared before the Board to solicit the aid and
co-operation of the Historical Society in celebrating the four hundredth
anniversary of Coronado's trip across the southwest, including Oklahoma.

Mrs. John R. Williams moved that the President appoint a committee
of four members of the Board with one member outside the Board, to
determine whether there was any prima face evidence that Coronado waswithin the present confines of the State of Oklahoma on said trip of
exploration, and if so to request the Governor to appoint a commission
io act with the Historical Society and the Oklahoma City Chamber of
Commerce in Sponsoring this celebration in 1941.
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The President appointed the foatowing committee: Mr Vi
Chairman; Dr. Grat Foreman, Dr. E. E. Dale hr.tor E. Har-

arrett and Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour. , en. Charles F.

Judge Robert A. Hefner moved that the President a000nta reseth
committee to determine as a matter of record the plnt and date or dates
of the settlement of the Chouteaus in what is now Okahoma. Motion was
seconded and tarri.

The President appointed the following committee: Dr. Grant Foreman
Chairman; Dr. E. E. Dale, Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour, Judge Harry Camp-
bell and Judge William P. Thompson.

Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour moved that the aerial map of the Chisholm
Trail, presented to the Society by Mr. James H. Gardner, be framed and
paid for out of the state funds. Motion was seconded and carried.

Dr. E. E. Heflin appeared before the Board with reference to the
tendering of gift of statues or busts of the Ex-Governors of the State
of Oklahoma, made by Dr. Joe B. Jenkins.

Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour moved that they be received and properly
placed when approved by the Art Committee. Motion was seconded and

carried.
Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour moved that the pictograph, lent by the

Maurer brothers, be returned to them. Motion was seconded and carried.

The meeting stood adjourned subject to the call of the President.
Robert L. Williams, President,

Presiding.

James W. Moffitt,
Secretary.


