Ldje and Soclery in Sopulps w

LIFE AND SCCIETY IN SAPULPA
By Patine P. Jatkson

At the tum of the century Indian Territary wes changing
capidly, bul it left much to be deaired in the way of comfartable
Jiving. Life in Sapulpa wes complicated by alreets that were un-

, muddy in the eatly spring mins and ankle deep in dust

mmm . The stores slood ebove the stroels on still-like
g,.mmw... with steps. leading to the platferm porches in front
of ihem. It was quite = feat for the ladies to shop from ohe atore
® nrloiher slmgxlmg with their lang skirts, children, bundles,
and mark: el Bo, incidentally, 0. M. Irelan had an
me...-..;y o buy the Suputp- :_.w * hecause ita awnet's wite,
My, Will Winch, longed to back to Hanass City whers
“evcrything'a up lo date” !

Moat Sapulpa yards, however, were large enough Jot a bi
tamily garden and many families owned chickens and kept a
cow. The gardens provided seasonal food luxuries, much an straw-
berries, ielans, watarmelons, tod eoasing exo, and amall
grape arbors provided (he winler's canned fruit
ond iy, T thia Wow CoURLey. Whine men were trying Lo mel
up their businesses ane, rpise Lheir families at the same Lime,
Bare grown. 006 Ws Almcst an economic necsssity.
Game was also abundant, including quail, pheazsnla, proirie
<hitkens, deer, aquirrels, rabbits, and witd turkeys. A good hunt-
ing dog was 2 prize possession. The creeks were clear and full

und u;e St. Louis und San Francisco Rxllwuy advertized Lhe ares
the hunter’s paradise. Congress passed game laws applyi
ﬂnuuln:zlly e Tndinr, Tervitors and Te curiaus Want (o Kpar
£ colymn m Trmrx Tervitorics, The Indiat Mogarine, | sdvised
4 reader that deer sexsan was [rom November 1, fo Februry 1,
without doxs. «uail season was or Movamber 15, 4o Febrisry
—_—

IPear] Marrcw Miller. “Reminlscensds of an 'Ofd Tithr, ™ Bodk
 Flonser Seorles and Mistorioel Doia abewr Soyuipa. Sieiches and
Foings. complled by the members of the Naney Gresn Chapéc of thg
Meora of the American Fevalation \Bspiips Ly, 16T,
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15 tarkey ssmson opencd Movember 1. and closed Febnury 1,

- "5 the game laws prohibited Lhe shipment of game out of
e territory, 7 and so the bulcher shopa during (e unting see-
toa were bung with dressed game from the expeditions of buplecs.

2. C. Menifce oftcn arranged hunts for men with whom he
Jid busincss in the rxst. He told he alory of how he wamed one
“ach droup nat 1o shool any deer with ced Nannel neckbands,
7s they were Dets of his children, Betty and Newsll. But the
funters were careless, and in their Lill the! day they found
[y had accidentally shol two deer with wed flannel collara.
They were sorry and ofiered Lo pny foc them, bul Menifee said
the impartant (hing was to kecp the seoret from the ohildren,
Beity ané Newsll did nol know for many years thal the dressed
doct banging n the Williams Meal Market ncros the street
from their fathec's Etore were their pels. ¢

Tndian Territory wos an exciling land to grow up in, el
thovgh sormewhiat difficult for the good parents who sought ko
rear their childrea_proverly, Early on Saturdsy evening the
residenta began pullig down their window chades in antieipa-
Gons of the usnal Saturday night revelry when usually some bad

lighted windews. The small community with only United Statea
warshala to maintain order over a wide mrea soon lound ftsell
housing same very unsavory citizens. In Sspolpa 2 depuly
farchal had been employed by the cily ra early an 184 to
kelp heep order. 7

_However, axainst the threstening dangers of “bed men”
tetivities, there were the many edvantages of the freedam of &
small village. It did mot long Lo reach a field near_town,

te (htre was good hunling for a bay for girl} and dog.
Poletat Croek and Nock Creek were nearby for Bahing, swimmi
urd picnicking. Moccasin Track's sandstane ledge was a favarite
Plaor for white end Indian Boys fram Euchee to dig for amow-
45 snd to camp out.® Thio mpol was alo an attmction for
Dany visitors and o favorite picnic ares for all

fore 05 and musical instruments were eipensive and there
o seare. “Thd" Smith's wile, Polly, had an orga

a n she had
"efully brought with het trom Kansas, and Dr. J. 5. MeAllister
—

Prigg, SEUIPA, Irudisn. Territory; Watural Disteion Polnt of (e Gréal
Bepe.t SUlem; Resources, Developmend, Surroundings 2rd FUNTE Prors
el SSmDiléd by the Enpulpa Real state Company. 1003, Baguipa
iy Trine. Sapuipe. Tad. Tor.: hereatier chted a2 Sapuipa, frdian

A oewy interview wih Mr, and Mrs, % C. Menifee, Enpulpa
[ paper 3
"o, Aupust 394N
Bal Veder, “gapuma” Tuli bDoddy World, July 17, 1955,
+ Interview, Jonn Banets., Muskoges, August 16,
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held the fimt Unicn Sunday School in the summer af 1394«
their hotel bacause the S,
ler atarted o band which was m
slruments were. semroe, declmatory talenl wes abundant, By,
child evuld lsamn a poem or spaech S-wlg
had two gifled eloculion teachers: Pearl Morrow Miller tMm
H, C) and Myrile McDougsl (Mrs 1, Ay and their pupiy
were called on to perlorm ot nchool and church aHfairs, And eat
munity nenem-.nm, such a3 the Fourth of July and the anng)
Christmay. These first Christmus partics wera given, n by
local mazchants. but ater begame. commnity eporeored ATl
They wete looked forvard de wifh grest excltement by chilieom
of all ages.

, women, and children alike arieyed horssback cding
Not everyone could afford to keep 8 pony of horss, bul e
Yivery stible did a thriving busincss renting borses for riding
or driving with carriages. Horse racing at special events, such
25 Taira and (o Forts of July celebrationd, wis shvays
cluded on the program. The latter was 1 two-to-lour-day altair,
A aibor Lo offer tool thade wmaly s cet up o the main
sireel with Iree barbeque for everyone. In 1897, the first year
the Whitakers were in B.pllh:n, the star attraction an the Fourth
of July was 3 horse race for the ladies. Mrs. Jotm F. Eran caussd
quite a stir by riding sstride her horse. 17 Mra, Charles Whitaker
rode a borrawed horse and her hushand was so grateful thet she
did not have an acrident on @ strange horse that he later booght
her one. Whether the horses were borrowed or owned was of a
coneem 1o the lady, who felt that she cul a fancy figuv: dressed
in (he traditiona] red, white end hlue. 1 Hall Milters band led
Ihe parade and played later for e plessure of picnicking proum
of frienda and neighbore. Other activilies Included sguare dane:
ing, und 0 apoech by the mayor and palriotic orations by Tecal
dignitaries, 4

The 1500 Fourth of July pragram wos climexed by a Queens
parede end coronation ceremony. Pearl Morrow was elocled
queen, 1% and she selected 8ix mattons of honor and six maids of
Doner {0 share her glory. Some ol the names of these ladics

feal

13 D. Munlfer, “A Few Esfly Day Happenings i pnd orescd
Baputpe, by & Plonser DAR § .
1o newepaner intecvivy with 3trs Fattlc Smith MoRellop, S
pulps, Bapuipa Nerald, July 18, 1M48.
1 Bande Wil 7, “T Remember Whett — to Sapupt™
DAR Serapboot.
11 Hois,
|1 Mary Menllée Whitaker, “A Pioneer Blors”, DAR Sorapbott:
14 Bloude Whisater sustons. . "
merview, Roberta Mller Croaum, (Mre. Mermys), Tulss, O
Ilwwm B!p'ﬂn
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n forgatten bul pioncers remembercd Mesdames J. F.
L. Ealdwin end Chnrh's ‘Whitakur among the matrons
[Nlﬂ and the Misses Blanch Bumett and Auricla Burns as

wf"“

|-I.II Miller. A ptatlorm was buill in front of the Ripley Hotel
for the coronation of the “Graeen of the Terilory.” The queen's
i was drawn by six w}nu horses. When the parade slinrted

::fu the way just a5 the parade was ren ross the
Despite the delny, howeser, the parade nn.:ly \eached the hw:l
gnd Miss Morrow ascended the platform m stand betwoen Coit-
[sderate end Union velerans with drawn swords. She reeelved

a ovation from the hundreds of people ,,n.md from. miles
arounsd, bul one lipsy cowboy was heard to Hyreaten to shoot hee
bouss he wanted 1o “royaity” in the terrilory. Bm. all went
mell, and Mrs. Charles Whitsker sang "God Save (he Queen'

to close the ceremany_ 16

©On June 35, 1905, the Sopulpa Light ran a full page ad-
yertisement of the “Grand Celebration® to be held at Highla:d
Fark, Moccasin Tracks CIUIT. for two days, July 4 and 5. The
apeatiers of the day were to be Mayor H. M. Watchamn, Judge
Ssm P. Jennings. Hon. Ira C. Petkins, L. B. Jackson. J. J

Root, and €. €. Warren. The umiise-
& big celebration were baseball games,

for winnera in el evens were offered. Gas lights would
Hiarinate the park, and Hreworks weve o be dieplayed mighdly.

These traditianal Fourth of July celebrations, which were
chavacterlutic nl the early 1900’z in Indian Temritory, had o
frontier qual que to !h\a area.

Enthusiasm ran high in Sapulpz in 1908, With Glenn Tool
2% Famous, the people could not do enough to boost theit ity.
When the Commarcil Club forrz Ihe oridye corporation to .
nence the Rock Creek bridge ta Glenn Pool, severnl betiefits wete:
fiven to ayement the ridge fund. One gruup of bucatars spon-
Soted o ball gume, the Leann versun the Fata. Every business
Tieod. Even ‘the ot office clused becuse Puskmaster Bill
T2¥less waa the captain of the Leona. The Fais' cplain was
Laie S'Pmr‘ abstract men and locl orator. Durkness ended the

ks it it wes n puccess because the game earned seventy-
e doll-n for the bridge. 17
—_—

t4Pearl Marrow duller, ap. ot letter, Mayme Brentlinger Clark

17 Bapuilpa Light, M 16, 2000
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Tt there e the activiie of th ladles suxliacy lo the

Club, Their biguest projech was o give bwo chicken

Ginmera, “Gar. which (1l The Tood was donated by the women of

fpulaa. The twa dinhers raiced four umdred dollars far the
T3, They also gave a benefit ball and ran refreshment bootha. 1¥

In April of 1906 John M. Weeks had been elected mayor, '*
4nd his daughter Grace was selected to christen the new bridge

en it was completed in the last week of August. Two thousand
peuple.gothered to watch the parade and bridge dedication. It
ax b fitin celsbration (o clminate the effers of Sapulpera
who had met the need af the city's newest industry, o

Orpanized labr was sirang in Sapulpa with the Frizco 1 ml
sced capploying a large majority of the lown's breadwi

oot the Farmrs Union was an active and powarial pobtical
foree. Hence, Labor Dlay was another occasion for well at-
tonded patades, picnics, and speeches

The Labor Day of the year 1907 was patticularly memor-
sblc, aa political enthusiasm ran high for and againat candidalen
for the stale's and county's firsh afficers. The Permers Union
and the Federated Trades Union held a pamde end picnic.
The parsde. headed by W. E. Collins, president of the Farmera
Union, and F. A Fulp, president of the Retail Clerkn Union, in-
cluded some Tive hundred tepresentatives of bricklayers,
musons, and carpentera umions. At the picnic, following tha
pamge, leading candidates made speecter, L B Jackoon e
ng for county attomey and his speech was congidered tha
fature of the day, He wes cormglimented for ub:llty 25 an
oatot and lawyer, but especially for hir knowledge of the
tary of lsbor wnions. His eleclion was urged by th edllnr 0&
ihe Deaoerat so fhat Creek County would be represented by mme
of the most able Inwvers in the Creek Nation. 1o

Although the oil boom days brought lantern alide shews,
e nickelodeon, and Later the silent movies, thers vm atill &
Preference for activilies which involved large groups of people
mtmz Ingether to extall or demanstrale the wonders of a new

N & growing siate. Aa late s 1915, there were three events

Shich cophaned e frontier atmoaphere atill lound in. Sapulpa.

i February the State Barkem Convenlion met in Sapulpe, and
% Veception for (he ladies ettending wes held in Mrm. L B

“’_ﬂfn_l home, 16 North Poplar 21 The program of entertain.

by * D01ty Daubin Trelan, “Memortes of Early Sapuips.” DAR Strap-

1% Bapuloa Ligar, Aprl 0, 1906,
;: Sapulpa Demnernd, Beplember 3, 107,

o, Juckson (PEasl BUYk). CIEB0-18613 wis & lrnding
e Shden ok it el BEO b v v
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ment aleo included & ball a the Eika Club and & trip to Ky,
in the beart of Glenn Pool, on the interurban, o
made of Ihis Kiclor trip Uiat there was not another cat line jo
e world which had the fawinating soencry whith bordered thy
Sapulpa-Kiefer Lracks, 12

The Stale Firemen's Convention wng & week-long event iy

May, 1915, An ara in the residential district was roped off o
allow for practice runs and races, The whole town, but

1y the children, had & rare time watching the bos stringing con.
tests and the black and brown horse lezme racing down thy
alreel answering an imagined alarm. 2

County fairs had been planned 5n Creek Caunly but never
held until he nne in Seatember, 1915, John F. Figan was presi.
dent of the fair and J, W. Colvin, seoretary. Many beautiiul

were decorated by the merchanls, and Better Babiey
Conlest with 125 entrants waa judged by local physicians
Hurnane Society mised funds by eltracling persons to its booth
with free jee cream donated by Lhe Unien lee Company, whils
the counly demonstrators e how country schools could
Leach domestic science, There was an Art Hall, a weight guess.
ing contesl of a huge home grown pumpkin, atyle ehows, and
a talking machine. ' And among the many prizes af the day
was a diamond Javaliere.,

World War I marked the end of much of the isolation and
need far a strong community &pirit. Sopulpe worked hacd dur
ing the war. The men =ir Lown ol home in it bond
drives and sbread on the field of batlle. 3 The women gave
unstintingly of their time and effort in Ked Croas work.

Meny cultural end eivic activities of the communily wire
met by the women ef Sapulpa frem the earlieat times. Aa men

Tany offices including sbale president. Sce foptnoles 430 and 471

Mes guckacn was also o busluess Serian who anaged her n-\m

neas atiaira all har lfe. She was na exeellent legal secrel

T piton o o raparie I the Wetersh Suatgsl Distre of n-m-n

Tervitory. In the early daya of the oll businis there were 70

lcaso fortns, and Mrs. Jacksor's ability to take 2| 1 WA

Gemund ty many oll men to make aut the varkes and arving

BETYMERtY. L far
Ben Chrontates o) Oxtahoma, v (Summer, 19441, PP 24024

34 1ol ioer {8, 1013, iserchunta exnuuitng were .
Eaun Eenpdm, 3 “Works, Kals Depariment, :
Creegan Hardware, Sapulps Music Cotwpany, ovate Gm ]

e i Tresr Toartal Rlbiners. o Lol Wrear, Eauird
1, Cowman's Pharmacy. and Allen Lumbes COMDE Y-
1) Waude Whifeker Hormony Srazbook, n collectian of ““,,-lrd
ol (Stpeips Publle Lnes, Sapalpe, Skishome
ciled in this study &3 Harmany Scropt
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oned earlier the firsl cultursl group o be arganized was the

Vers, P, B. France as presi
I clvic_projeats. It was responuible for providing o wntering
wough for Bazses an Main Street. Also, when the Frisco was
securing @ mew right-ofway in 1895, the ladies prevailed upon
Mayor MeAllister 10 move the town ctmetory which they had
fonced and cired for,

In 1901 Mrs. Charles Whitaker was elected ms the first
president af the l.ndms Library Club. " T}m club carried on

ey fising projects by sponsoring leas, plays, bazaars, tag
{syw, 50d baseall games. In bre year T the clun had accumulated
enough money to build a iibrary building on the lot given to them
by 3 Mr. Harsell and a Mr. Lazarus st 100 Scuth Water Street.
They purchased 150 volumes. as a beginning stock Tor cireulation.
3. F. Egon, J. 0. Herelord, John Sinco, and J. H. Fuller were
Tited among ﬂ\e fi tividue) domors of booka. This organiza-
tion supported the libraty until 1917 when through ita mem-
bers' untiring crrom" it beeame a Carnegie Foundation Li-
brory. In 1918 (L was moved o ll! Pn‘ecnl building at Dewey
and Poplar strects, where 2 community conter way provided in
its basement suditorium,

The young peaple, ho formed their clubs. In May, 1903,
& group met in the hol I Mc. and Mrs, Harcy Summers to
begin the Atoka Club. ‘Alolul" waa o Creck word meaning “I
Iaber on.” Their purpose was to study good litemture, give &
bales, and enjay friendly .wd hmen. " ey celemted wolidirs
together, held pienics, and went on moonlight hayrides. Somc
Irtondshipa begun during these club activilies blassomed Into
momanees. For mmp!z Edra Stacta end Charles Wolfz wers
Married, 2s were Daiay Daubin and 0. M. Irelsn. By 1910 the
elu; s dishanded, however, beeause many of its members wore
mairied and were busy in thair home and in expanded com-
munity affairs. %

Tn 1903 (he Lucile Opera House was bul
4 cecond Noory were the Indian Territo
—_

in which he liret
(fices and court-

ryiew and eorrespandence, Mrs C. W Hermony (Mawde
ok, OKIA!

Mgy [ELerviem and letter, Mrs. C. W. Farmony, Sapulpa, Okimhoma,
s 8, 1954. Chmrtar members wese Masdathas Charies Whitaier, B, €
& L lshn Pgun, B, 8, Baldwin, P. D Prance, EA Brodic, 0. B

“-V”-! 0. Herctord, W. P Roct, Rebert Whelsh. B C.Miller.

loren
12 Szpmipn Lighe, uu u. ibie:
The Ehosiay D Trcian, (G0e Motes sna Documents thiy lsue of
Areniaies tor e Flact Mot Atoke. B
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pouse, and the thind floor was & bullroum inko whih sests were
aoed. fo create an auditorium or “Op'ry Hout wis

for many home talent shows, rmuls hen!hl balls, huh ichool

gradustion exerCises, and convention meelings,

The Sapulpa Symphony Club sponsored the appcarance of
cslebtilies at fhe Lucile Opers Fouse or the Empire Theater, 10
e club eas formed in 1905 whder the loadership of Mt J. 2

0 3 on secomlished v 1t tederated with

rmlee,

.m " Indian 1y Fedorated Women's Slats 1906, and
Joiined the Ornnlullom ol' Music Clubs and the Nalional Fed-
erdiion of Mugie Clubs in 1917, The club held regular meetinge,
presenting musical programe by lis members. Once a year a
toncert was given, und al Bacter a vespers program was precented.
Thz money earned from concerls and cther entertainments was

lo purchase & grand piano, which wes presenied to the
Pulic lerlry for the community center soon after the comple-
tion of the Camegie building in 1917 A few yeprs later the
Sapulpa Symphony Club was dishanded. 31

The Reading Club is today the oldest active women's club
n Sapulpa, Tt was formed in 1505 and helped organize the City
Federation of Women's Clubs, with which it was afiilisted i
1906, Ha purpose was to study clasical literature, the fine arts
of the world, and currentt events and government. The first prasi-
derit was Mre, Lena C. Dornblaxer, Other officers were M.
Anna Lingee, vice-president, and Mre Alice M. Denton,
tary-treamrer. '* There were bwenky-twa charter membera. Today
the ¢lub and 1le funclions have so grown that it is necessary lo
the work among mmml(lns fer program, I!gudahnn
wominations, and finanee. »

SapuiTs DEMOCTal, BepASmBAT 4, 1607, AN SNMOURCETWNL of the
appatiane o iy Brvcice DoBl, Sarpik o Cotags S alors
o e on Sepretiber 10, spaivaced by ine apulpa Sycphony Club,

A Qwles, and

H
%;

nluu Batile Menlfes and Netile Piieger.

31 Dasy Drbin Tretan, ap. it

) Irslew and letler, atrn . 3. Irfon. Seoulpa. Ohlaboms,
0CUB T3, 1454, Cllarter melobes were Mosdames A R Burnelt, Allos

hexhire, Tirie B, Grawiord, Saroh, DeLamo, ™ Denton, Anna
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The Lucile Opera House was the meeting place of the firg,
&nd only canvention of the Indian Territory Federalion. of Won,
on's Clubs. At a called mealing in Novoiber, 1905, Lhe repre.
sontatives of Sapulpa’s women's clubw met with Mrs. Charle,
Whitaker to orgenize the tity federation. They eleated Myrilp
MeDougal (Mrs. D. A) presideat, and she with fellow pfficers 11
spent & year preparing for the convention held in November, 1507,
when Mrs, McDvougal was elected president of the Indian Terr|.
tory Federtion of Women'a flubs, The following year the con.
venlion met in Ardmore to amilgamate the Tndian Territary
nd Ohlahoma Territory arganizations into ane slate slub fedes.
ution. Mrs. McDougal repressrited (e Indion Tertitory ac past

ident, and Mrs, John Threadgill revcesented the Oklahama
Territory in (he same eapacity. Tn 1909 and 1910, Sapulpa club
women and Mrs. McDougal continued to lead (he etate organtas.
tion. brs. MeDougal wa elocled vioe-president in 1908 ami
president in 1910, M Charles ker was chaimman of the
#tate Jibrary commitice, which did much to pm\«lde public cir-
clating Hbrartes in the early daye af slatehasd,

The PEQ, Chapter G, & secret lodge for women, was organ-
fant June 21 1307, by Louise K. Schmide (M. Lotist and
Pearl B. Jackson (Mra. L. B.). In 1908, Mrs. Jackson and Mrs.
St s vhited v s, Whorm Beoves oeomtucr o o
prome Chapler, who sugeested that the two ladies organize a
Sapiilpa chainer, They ngroed and solected the nine charter
members from diffcrent groups 80 aa lo have a varled representa-
tion in the town. The nifs womsn cach held an offles in the
charter group alter they were Inillated and inslalled by M
Reeves.  In 1908 the organizing convenlion of the Oklahom
chapter was hold in Okeene. Mra. Schmidt and Emma Noble
{Mrs, . §.) served on the committee which framed fhe stale by-
liws, and Mes Echrmict was slected s the fiet ate recon
secretaty, 7 In 1910 Chapter G, Supulp-. entertained

etale cunvontion, at which Mrs. Reeves, [hen president e

L. DAIkn, Higa M. Hur, Duiy D, Inlan, Eacl D. dohannes, Ea
Kinngind, Bnns = Linaee, Bhboth 2. Misch, il 2oDaagl, M-
Faqmice, Mitnke E. Loulse Benmiat, Florance A, T
Eilzabetn B, Wh
T Sepilon Bemocrat, Moeber |
Sapuips Light, uumma mu ummnerum Woweaiter 3
141 Charter members and ofthers: Towss I, Schmick 08
[mll‘ nlﬂlﬂmt Feazl B. Juckson (M. L. B, Vies- mm 5
Cheanire ¢ nars, i Alke Denbon (M. J. O3
pﬂuﬂlnl secralary: Effla Crawiard (Mrs. A, B, ireamnér; B0
Rows e, B3 ChATI: DARl Durghis (ira. B B l'“'
Etic) Lenbard (Mrs. P. 5, Jourmalist; Ellabeth Mason f ¥

muslelen.
37 Lefter, M. G W. Farmony, to writer, August 8, :unmw'"’
EBchumidt, Noble 4id JROEAT s&1VEd GME-Fekr terics ki state presides
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Supreme Chapter, wos (st honored guest and main apesker, and

i L B. Jackeon gave the welcoming address at the Presby-

E sk, The PEQ. Chapter . one af the oldést crapten

o e atate of Oklahoma, also sponsored 5 new cheptor in Sapulps.

in TM7, Chapter D. T. Thig sisterhood hes coniribuled to the

compnniy's and siate’s betterment by many phllanthiopic and
aucations! grants

1n the fall of 1912 Mra. E. A. Matton wos sppointed by the
atale cogent o act ss organizing regent in Sapulpn for & pros-
pective chapter of the Danghters of the Amcrican Revelution.
On February 24, 1913, an initial mecting was held In the home
ol Mrs Frank Smith, where the cighleen charter members
clected Mrs, Matton 28 theit [ist regenit, ™ The name Naney
Green was chogen for their chepter in honor of a common encestor
of four of the members: Mrs. 8mith, Mrs. R. B. Thompson, and
Mises Mary and Myrtle McDougal. The first money eamed
+his petriotic orgamization was given fo the Red Cross In bnlh
World Wars it contributed Lime and maney to aid
In Sapulpa they purchased the Sapulpa family burisl xmuntl
eouth ol the city a8 & warthy historical site. Medala are given
sach yest to students in bigh school who excel i
Histoty, Also, A sitation is nwar
in judged merstorisua for
‘Martha McRride chapter of the C.h:ldlen af I}w Amerlc:n Revolu-
tion waa formed by Mm. W. E. Darner (Hettie Menifee)

Many organizations fermed in Sapulps sinec statehood
have dishanded beeanse their purposes were realized, beeuse. of
Jack uf interest, or hecause of a change in public opinion, The
m was one of the groupa affected by public opinian.
A p-m ol of once {hriving clubs includes the Gun Club, the
Eagles, the Law Enfercement Loague, the United Daughiers of
the Confederacy, the Humane Socicly, the Grand Anny of the
Ropublic, the Railroad Y.M.C.A., and the Retall Merchints

ialion, 3*

. Early “saciety” in Sapulns. bequn in 1903 with the organiza-
tion of the Tucsday Club, which was formed to spansor cuchre,
®hisl, and Tater bridge Darties, It was federated with the cily
Women'a clubs in 1906 and was not disbandad until the middle
—_

" , Charter monkers wero Mesdarmos D Riskardson, by
v'chmn Frank smith, E. R Unger, J. 3. Tiompsn,
S man, Doriiis ba

ol Mgl BecDogul, and b

ey mp. fght, Jenuery 1, 1906; January M, 149, Geplomber
e Heflinee Sapkipa, Giotie Direatert, 4528 Eavaas Gy, Ml
Direcigry Gompany, 1),
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1830, *© The Morning Bridge Club wny setive for many year,
160, 1 The Sapulpa Country Club was enjoyed for a few yoary’
but disbanded In the 1590's, The Oaks Country Club which i
about half-way between Sapulpa und Tulsa now has about twongy
Sapulpa familles in ils membership, **

“The men and women of Sapulpn organized chapters in Drac.
tically_all orders of lodye wotk, The Masonic orders and ihe
LO.C.F, were particularly ponuler, und the ladies omganized cor.
responding auniliarics, Tre Essters Star and. e Mogem
Woodmen of America have always becn achive grouns sinee
atatehood, also. The Elko built a club building on South Fopular
Sitreet, which served its members and was made available to the
gnmmunily as a meeling place. 4

Probably the oldest civic men's group was the Sapulba Com-
mercial Club of 1903 which had seventy-Bive members with J. G,
Davin acting aa secretary. ** Jusl belore statehood, 2 Commerein]
Club was reorganized to meel the problema of the expanding
Glenn oil pool and Ihz Friseo Railroad, and o lay the ground-

i \mpaign ta make Sapulpe the county sest
in the new state, In 1906 James H_ Fisher was president and
Juroes J. Mars wn sacretary. The ladies also arganized en. sctive
uailiury to aid their menfolk, *

Tn April, 1807, f"fly businessmen orgsnizod a “$25 000 Club”
1o beost the town. A. P. Cederford was pregident, Weller Martin
wss temparary searetary and nn excciilive $00I0UIY was being

hi % Buf scon this group was succeedsd by the Rusiness
Men's League, with W. M. Watchom as president and Thee G
Lenimon as Secrelary. Their purpcsss, s set forth by Fresident
Waichern to the forty members, were lo locate new lndustries
in Sapulpa without begging for money. The plan was to pur
chase the Timmie Fite Isnd plat. nd sell it for the moned
needed 1o build the elactric line. This was done. The group alw
inducrd a glass company hu I:ml:l factory in Sapulpa. And 8

40 Paye Rétoe DUnlap, “HISIry of Sspoipa Sockety Daten B
i iy o Fusadey I P Orpumca Hore 1 168 s
Herald, October 8, 1935,
i SoplEs TIgHL, My 2. 3000, Tols s e date ex Che L
™
42 Hotune's Banulpa, Oklahoma Dlrectory, 1830, op, rit: ety
Mre O W Harmony'y sanuu-. DkLlhmn-, June 9, 1658; Mr-
Beoere, Tulss, ClAnomE
b, Bapulph uw .Illvln.l-y 11, 1909,
44 8apulps Ligh!, April 10, 1509
4t Bapulpa Bemerral, March 1, 1008 July 13, 1608, -
“ ouamm- Cliy Bauty Oklaiaman, Aprl 17, 1607, Sapaips D
oroi, May 17, 1807



Lite and Soeicly in Sapulpa m
Lefinery, the Sapulpa Refining Company, wss begun at this
e ¥

The Cammercial Club wes recrganized in February, 1308,
with R. B. Dingman #s president and H. F. Klagge a3 sscretary.
[t membets wore stockholders whose toney made up the batusts
affered to industries t come 1o Sapulpa. AE thia time a packing
plant wap being plamed with financiers of St Louis. The club
.m held 2 Greater Sapulpa Carmival early in 1903, to boast the

e, iricresse retail sales, and com money encugh o enlerain
uw St. Louis bueinesamen.

The next big indusiry offered Sanulpa was a steed rolling
mill. Agsin the club sold lots to raise funds to support it, But
Ross Dingman became discouraged with their progeess and of-
Jered his resignation a8 president. Hin resimation waa refused.
becnust it wag pointed aut that the “gonesal apathy” of whi
Dingman complained was the ustial thing with cach Commefoial
Chub Sapulpe had ever had, and the membera felt thia chub had
the beat record of mmy. 41

Late in 1909 and in 1910 two groups worked towacd & greater
Sapulpa, as the first Chamber of Commerce joined the Com-
mercigl Club in this enlerprise. B. Stone was president of the
Charibet of Cammerce and Byron Snyder wes Lhe secrelary. The
Commercial Club was still active, with Dingmen and Klagge in
charge. The twa groups met together early in December but their
differencea could not be compromised the two groups con-
lined eparalely Lo booet projects they felt most important. The
Chamber of Commerce worked very hard to raise B banue which
would persuade the Midland Valley Railread te snter Sapulpa.
The Commercial Club worked equally hsrd to bring in the
Alehioon, Topeka &nd Sanln Fe.

All the efforts and maney spent by thase citizens ame to
“lmost nothing. Their troubles were compounded by the hard
timeg of 1807-1913, when the Sspulpa banks, bankers, and in-
dvidusly were hand pressed financially, The Farmera and Mer.

s Bank closed temporarily in 1907, and it closed for all
i‘:T_Sephmber. 1912, Tn the meantirae, fhe Craek County

nm

August 81, 1007 Scptomber T, KA: Geplember 4, 10T,
3, 19007;  Septembor 20, 180T, Dedatibir
b et oewbu 11; 1905, wdlortal whicn, wld chronalogieally the stiorts
Mkiery Lo orisy indusiey o B‘-vuJ T1I00-1508) .
g B Rapuisa LML suly petobar 1. 180, 415400 mua
Sgd for & Tucking plant and frornh 1eena also voied school
@ paeRcary pUBLG WHLHE: L=

ahiars T
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Bank end Trust Company had bean slarted, closed. Teorganisog
and oold o open us the Oklaboma Stale Bank, anly to clase 1y
doors ance mote.

s the bank fallures, the Sapulpa P
closed nnd the steel rolling mil tailec tetors 1t actuglly
Sompleted. The interurbun from Sepulpn o Eiefér rin for the
it time Gebaber 30, 1910, bt proved to be anolher s,
elephant” to ita backers,
“These depreasien timen uugm up with the town, which hy
the poununl.
n. the mpidly changing, u:mpemme siluation of a new st
The bank guaranty law, even when amended, failed to r..n =
financial slide, and only World War T restored good ti

The_deproseed times in Sapulpa did not d\wuﬂ!e the
wimen, The Ladies' Commereial Club was organized May 2,
1912, with seventy members. Its achivities in publicizing the
needs of the community were so oufslanding that a S Louis
paper wiote = stoty cancerning Lheir successful campaign for &
bond issue 1o provide an adequate water supply.

Again in 1915 & reotganlzation of the Sopulpa Commercisl
Club oceurred, and it was incorporated. Then the Commescial
Club wyn dichanded la form the apulps Chamber of Cammeree
on March Z1, 1920. The Woruen's Chamber of Commerce war
fermed in 1927 Today, there is alse & Junior Chember of

P‘"“Plny

suctensful and agtive elubs con-
‘s wellare and cultum. The Cur-

bent. Eventa Elub s an evening group of marred oo
of wi er regularly eince the il

The Business &t oral Women's Club and the 5
Buginess Men's Association meet regularly. 31 The Fratemnity of

4+ agulpa Democrat, Narember 21, 07: Dristew Aovord,
ber 13, 1610: Bapmlpa Semocrnl, Bapicinber M, 1807 Brisiow' o
Drvetmbet 9, INLI: JaOuATy 17, 1013,
inhl(z M O W Klrmmlr»‘ﬂvrﬂer Allllmlﬁl!M Directart:
Wumarth, C. . Gatis, J. 7. Orevih
T a0 Frilkincon E. & Gomman: srarolary ongaim. 4.
Cobly,

‘harter members of Ine women's srganlation were Mesdumes
Unger. W. P. Lol X3 nnarscsn\mxnmw";
Maud Miter, 2 Bwsency, 5L R. Wallsee, Thomas 5. Ear ath
Hilses Manle Jone a5t
Snpapn {Creek Courly, ORlahoma) m:, m.-mw l
Fulk sl CAmpany. pamilaners, 1851) : Dalty D.




Lie and Society in Sapuipa a1

e Wooden Leg s a unique nmmmmn wl-iv:h wia begun by
Supulpsn Aupusts Weaver, She losl her own leg, but with her
‘miglortune &he found time and ml-nt [ wn!s 4 little paper of
encovragement loward the rchabilitation of others, who, like her,
'.wd life with 8 wooden leg. *1 The active men's huncheon chibs
e the Kiwanis, Lions, and Rotary. The Hotary Anns, the
Somems suxiliary, are ative alo.

The ploneer seltlers of Sagnlpn ke to recall the charter
membors who signed the petition for incorporation of the torm

In 1898, ** Undor the original charter the mayor-council form
ol govermnment served the towm unlil 1910, at which Lime the
Gty adopted the commission form of government. 4 Today the
dly s operaied under the city manager-cammission form af
fovernment which wan adopted in 1822, 3*

The problema these governmenta and their officiala were
required o manage were nol unusual for their times, There were
[ﬂ“c}um to be awarded for gan and Jater for electric lighls. A
municipal water plent wss a constsnt problem ar the city's
grosth and indusirial expansion made greater demanda. Board
il wera replaced with brick and then concrete, and dusty
o . trecla’ were grodually paved. Ordinancen ‘cangeming
nich malters as health, speed of delivery wagons and laler
automobilen, spitting on the slreets, and the handling of struy
wrimala were numerous and necessary.

Indiun Tervitory did have cne problem which was unique
in the eontroversies it ciuted. The early day mamhal's bigges
b wag I enforce the prohibition of liquor mlee. Afler statehood
oy task bsmme 2 bitk pill for sty and ity oficials lhmus‘h
nut Okighoma, prohibition clause to the Oklahoma Consl

fatlon had plsled 0 1907 by n mmow margin and f i
meat aroused foctionn which warred conatantly. 1t a city ar
Sty aificial became unpopul any ressan, it was always
Presible lo show him 13z In enforcing prohiEiton and to make

[
4 Intarview, Auguels Weaver, Bapulpa, Oklahoma, Julf 7, 1054,

o peljamioe Heratd, Febmary 4 1015, The lollawing oltisens feined
(peotltlon to L1 fedefal caurt at Muskogee (o Goant nesiparstion 1

U0e bomn of Eaguips, 1. T., in 1804: John Tgan, J. G, Menllee, J. Wisdom,

T, 3] . Booth, & 8. Unasll, Jabes C.

5 Bapuipa Light, Seplember 20, 1910,

o Tolérslew, John &. Egan, Sapulpa, Olelahomy, Beplember &, 1904,
%,'n hm,m:kmdmg 300 of Jofm F. Egun. plotiter SAPIpS;

i Chiarter of the Clly of Segips, wdogtea AP, (923, Wi
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the case stronger for his defeat at the next election. In Sapuly
this happened shortly after statehood in the nawe m“in[ Betwreey
Bristow and Sapulpa during the county seut vonteat,

te in 1908, a Rev. E. J. Bulgin toured the tew piste of
Oblabona -3 sriss o a1 urgs the lowns to clean ooy
the_gambling halls, the wloom, and other placcs. Dr. Bulgiy
declared in # german in Sapulpa, "Ii twenty-five of yeur men
will aland behind me for three wecks, we will run the devil ogf
of tonn, and 1 don'L caze what, the sherlf, prosecuting oy
er the loun olficials do!” 57 These Sepuipe Tevival meetings
Shuiod & mmaoer o :Iesnup drives.

As lale an 1915 and 1516 (he bettle for reform was carried
on by the Sapulpa Herrid 5* The Herald office was bombed on
May 15, 1915, afler & bilter exchange of editorials with the
Argus ** on the issue of cleaning out The gamblers and bootleggess,
An investigntion was held, but no prosecutlons resulled. Thin was
tlosely fallowed by the clection of 2 reform mayar, W. B.

Hib mppsrently secidental death soon after hin eleclion was the
source of much comiacnt and speculation, %

Bee the Chronioles of Oklahama, (Spoing, 1080, pp. 55-T2 [or 8
rln!. ul Chlpl!r THof this account, “The Snpulps atd Bratax County

sra.pul;- Light, Noversber 1, 1009,
440, U Trelan, op. oif, In Séplémber of 1814, O. 8, Todd, T
Foune, 30 . B g flormet et e ool ot ihe. LIon: sn::
100 oo ciar the plant of e Demorrat to begts the HES
In 1M, Mr. Matnews purciassa Mcndd(mu\mlﬂ':
ot i, T T Lo ncoons, e A Linamore, vhgarie SFOE:
»16M, The Armus ws publshes by James . Tipua of s
(whs was not related to tie [t terriloril delagacs to Gongres b‘! m
Prvgtig B e 5 tink Souent an pablenea the pemoeral o
b

¥y, changed the n to the Americen;
1o The Avpus by Aprl, 514, whin e arpumens beimeen tne b
aned,

a1 Intecylew, O. M. Trelun, Bapulpa, Gilahame, July 1. W54
¢ Mayor Ira ¢ Perking' Speech, 190), DAR s‘vums‘;‘m,
M¢nitee, op. cif, A Roverend Pops wua the firsl pastar, & Union SUl,
Behool hed met [ the Friseo waiting mwom In the summer
J. O, Menifer -1:1 the Boulh Methodiet was p“’
£210¢. Reverend 7 A, King wus the fimk olsler The B
hy ttee w0
mmdhmbuﬂlbylhr:‘!rmﬂnll €. Men
1t s rpened im0,



Lifz ung Soclety in Sopuipa e

ppacopal ** had orgnized end built churches, The
Ghutch met in a tempornry meeting place ot it buill & i
hotne in 1905
By the time slatehond was proctaimed for Oklshoma thers
wevernl new denominalions o meet the necds and beliels
T citizens of the growing town. The Episcopal Church had, or-
red. The

§the Denton Bulding unti o church wes bt In 1508, And

by this tme the Negroes had built 8 Baptist Church in fheir

neighborbood, Mot of Thess orlginal chusahes moved o langer
s

churched 88 the congregations grew. Some of them eplit to form
powe chutches of their faith, New fundamentslist. denominations
atarted 8 lown grew to be a faciory cenler. These workers

were interested church members and Ille choreh becarme an im-
partont. community center 25 well as a place of worship. At

t there are in Sapulpa twenty- Trve ‘shuarches of Foamieen
demominations. §

One of the biggest prablems of Indian Tarritery daye was
that of providing achaols far the non-citizens’ white children. The
Indiara founded elamentary schocls smi acadernies for their
children with tribal funda, and by rovigions weré made
o oxend achonting o the white 3 semeri i dren in thess In-
dian inatitutions; hawever, it remained a paper provision which
“3uld mt ralerialize bacause the trival fumde were pudficient
to suppart, it. ®&

Faced with these difficulties atfecting non-citizens, mdivld-
utls calghlished the mubseription school. In 1894 Miss
Meadows, who had finizhed the fourth grade, taught. in oo
o W. A Bmith's livery barn on Nerth Muin. A second subscrip-
l-ow-. schaol was laught by Mliss Sina Busset. The third was of-
forized in 1895 by & group of mothers, wha raised funds to
build the firut achoal building on Lhe ground where the presant
o 5 1e Iocated. #7 There Colonel Ira Dadd tsught um First

44 Tz, Reverend W. §. Browning was the first pastor.
"!-l v!dw e,
Dufly Pemorat, Oelabor 21, 804; Bdvard Tuteed Dale
e b umhx. Wardol, Hhiors of Ghiohoma New York: Preotics-Hat,

lllyw-mc Perkins' Speech, 1003, ap. cli
n.,,,,d' TBHLe Menitee), Sapre, OREROMA, mm EX ms ammu
(g July 19, 1045; Sapulpa Light, mmmy |: :m In this lalter
Joht Egen relaied the Matoty of the urchase
mbf'w ereel ‘properly to somvince the munl.y cammisaioners
B cour T o Iir Fiie for i I Uty arned . har-Disck for the
by vu""" Heml&d Sual 3 C. Menltec, Wi Whilran,
Toaey P38 purchomca L trom nne.umlnlmuul.l
b olhers hed hklpﬂd i keep |t for the acheols






Life and Sovlely tn Sepuipn ET

s acsl Mim Sally Boone the second Thie achool than wea
ol 4 large raom over two slores an Main Sireet and tha
rmber o .| tead:m waa incressed to four. By Chrislmas of 1897
Tenpr Land had completed o hwo-anckome-hell-siary Bukding owst
Whe prescnit. high scheal for @ school which he called Demey
Zallege. This waa the buiiding which wes lo become Sapuipa's
St real public school home, The achool board firet leased it
£ talor, in 1905, parchawed the building and moved it o fhe
o) land on Doway Avenue, ¢4

In May, 1302, Congress passed & law enabling lowna of
1,000 or more In vate bouds far public schoels and water works.
Sapulpa wes cre of the first towna in Indian Temitory to avail
jisell of this opportunity. The Washingion Sehpol wa the e
mlt ul this firat bond money. When the Washington. Schoal wes
became the high schoal lrlecuomlcly called the
c-aue 1t first tour graduntes were Luch Lavina Clark, Floyd
T, MeMahan, Jennie Byrtle McDougll and Chmm &, Mitchell.

The sthool building Brogmam keat in Tine with the

grorwth
of the cily. An unnwnwm!m m Ihe Ligkt, October 4, 1909 ad-
vined the parents of the opening of school, and conceming the
particular school their cblldren should stlend in telation to
where thoy lived. Four scheols wer listed, one of which waa
h N!(W Dumh. 8 “The school system has continued lo grow

here av6 (on slesaontary schools and v juaior and
mr hl;h achools. 1

APPENDIX

Sapips. Okluboma, the caunty mat of OrieE Counky was selgimaity
mnarm-cmuummxmn Terrtiory in sresent.

k I
ey e e e Somm he met und. ar.
e Harhis Aok wile, Na Kty Wh bara him st Shldeo. Jaes
Bannah, and Berab. In iime, according Lo the custom of the Greeks,
9.“‘9%- B cecond wire, CMo-pal-4, Na KUM)s alslér, Cho-pok-at.
4even chltdren, all of whom dled youbg cxcept Rhads wo

‘paint
e oun Gaguipe et o ia renel Shees g, i the
mm::um“;-  Jlldlngs were len siangina. e cie bed atiap.

G eenter wan desire; W
= ¥ ved by fice. He st up
Sy Sy M 0 G, Bectng’ Hpoech, 190, op. ¢i2,; Bapulpn Nevald,

"!nmn Light, April 19, 1907,
1010, Qototer 4, 1008,
o cit.
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More, obAIING hls JUDHIEs from Cotreills, Kansta, B
oreed, to clase beexusc of the Jong weon hmvl; ezd he m..m,"'t
biaskiu ‘0

1ol e avme anq P Ralwar. it te St Lo,
Ssn Pranclio, bulll- $ls imcks ten miley from Red Pork b

a aoliod be et 3,
the train was Tut ibio poemiion %o Tulm: 3 &nd e siatss mey
subsequontly named Sopulpa In the Greak's homer. 7+

Toiay Sapulgn b a small but tmportant industral ot Sape
ban wrvived e loss of the divislca polat of cha Friaeo, or ton ey
Prisen iy

& beutiful oew high school Indleats the progress of th

SApulph. ”upulpr Chropisier of ORiaAETS L
CtarcieDvonsber, 108, ¥

71 Ionlan Flonsr s.lmry Grant Forgmcn papars (1040
aronives e, O Ksome Bstori twets, J693, Vaeet 1= s
Hewton Gould, Dk ‘Place Namer (NoTmAD.
ok, Vet r Grkieris Fres (. »

1 Padling P Hapnipa, i Eatelon oty 55
Conictt he Ehvanices of OO ¥oL, Xk (SpTing, 153 -



