Y Tha Chronicles of Ghlchoma

THE INLAND PRAIRIE TOWN
By Atbert 3. Giiles, Sr. "

‘The inland prairie e thal sprang into exi

, and there ere o multieade aound e iy
Oklshoma Tertitory, as & fine romle 3
ialive. Sorme of these towns aciually borg)
county seils. It wes always inlcresting to live in theee mlm.d
communities.

Firsk Lhe town had heen someone's dream because few lowny
come inta being fram neressity. The early businessmen were
men with drive and initialive, Almost without exception, they
had a minimum of exsital, and they faced meny problems.

There wera no buildings for rent, and the prospective busi.

ta build & building, (inance she furnisbings, and pay
the Leacher's. alory.

me to the fronticr, @ tom
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Seoncr of Jater, “Where wo or throe are gathered lugether.”
the circult ride appeared, Moslly he came horseback, his Bible
g hgraral togeber wlth his moare shit. i she snclebagt his
bedralls wrappod in o alcker and led bohind the sarile, Sonvy
times o would vt a il wore of i o worids. goode, 0
would be driving 8 l.um of ponics hitched to an old hack that
Rad Jong since fost 1is wp. A camping ouf. prketly &
anddle and 2 meager eupply of food would be piled in fhe T8
Bl eavs the bumger o soula £ tave shono i1
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ha first circuit rider soon by (he writsr ohly had a tecond-
sand bicycle. passibly worth 85 Hr luid out his circuit covering
oo lowra and three schooluses. Later we leamed be wes sup-

wed by the Home Mission Board of his church: twenty dol-
l‘:" ‘por monlh for hit salary, living expensen and the upkeep of
s bicyele-

1n due time, (he Teeds of moat of the little Lowns wers cared

. cmenny there wed o shoe cobbler and a barber homesteading

y. They came 1o town Friduy and Saturday to work at
u,,.,, TPy e, and Ioohed aher their hamesleads he resl of the
week.

Often. the barber chair was In the saloon. There was one
Jittle town where the seloon housed the barber chair, A cowboy
tom @ nearby ranch showed up on mest Salurday fternoons,
ard did the wnsorial honots.

Always u-m wag the combinalion blacksmith, wagon maker,
and horseshoer, He came on the scene warly. He was an in-
Aépendent, l.‘ll sulficicnt wul He world buy a chenp, outl YlR
It for his box-lype shop because people had to come to hi
tor hie services. A hlacksmith scldom had a partner but he rmlhl.
hire an ilinerant wagon maker ot horseshoer duting the busy
.

The most fascinating business was orknown in the older
siates, the wagon yard In reading, the writer has never found
s eounterpart in amother connlry. 1L wag not a Jivery stable in
#ny aene. Bamelimes there were mddle horaes and rigs for rent,
o personal services for the custamer's horsz.

The primury purpose of the wagon yard was shelter for
ﬂ! lm-lzr‘s besst =nd & place of mafety fer his

4 minitwm, The yard generlly cooupied a
hul frontage, Fm:mg the sireet in one corner was
Gon. office it feed room, poasibly 12 z 18 feet in siza. Clien 4
% in thip room provided the owner-manager sleeping quarters.

Facing the street in the other comer of tha Iot wax Lhe camp
sz, ‘Thia was larger than the. other building, powibly 14 x 20
et Mo ides were ks,

bl Pyt cookatove, a tshle, and several chairs., It was
g Meral practice fo make o charges for the use of thin emp

™ m Sonlisunug shed bam was bulit around Lhe mmllnder or

theg o Eides of the property, Four-foot partitions

"‘Id.mh aingle and double atalls. The manger was Abﬂl
#all of This shed, Teaving the tear of the stalle open {o the
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gond. The tmurler could s 1ot wagon o 1iE il iy,
U1= yard. Subatenlial gates between the foed room and g,
camp house elesed the front of the yard ot night,

The customer urthitched his own hotses, pumped water (o,
them, stabled and unhermessed them, He bought whalever
he wanted his aniraals ta have from the feed room. He coulg
prairie hay cither by the hale or “flake.” Sometimes the Wﬂrﬂ
“charge” was used. 1t was what hay had gone inio the o
slyled hand-feed baler, a5 & single charge, or forkiul, ang
arated from the rest. of the bale easily. A Iar!z n.lu Wae abant
what & saddle horse would sat in a single ni

Fnr 'hla r.mu mm. otte eonld buy either cats or vom

. rame given com that had

been run lhlmqh || set b0 the individual grain was erscked
into eeverel pieces but not ground fine like meal. Com s
supposed to meke = horse “heat wp” or raise ils temporety
end make it sweat more, in warm weather npemll'ly Mast fulh.
liked to feed their suddie horses osta. The owner baught Frain,
8 feed at & time, and fed his own hovse.

The writer hea atabled hia saddle horse many Limes in
wagon yards. The saddle and blanket were left mabride (he per-
tition with the bridle hanging on the saddle hom, and fhey
wauld be unmalested in the moming. The stall was aiways cloan
when the horse wan stabled, and the owmer was at liberly fo
ride away in the moming, leving it dirty. This and safely
were the only twoe sorvices offered, Hey left in the manger in
tha stall supplied bedding for the next horse,

The aecommadations offered in the camp house were not
always needed. A rider could care for hia hatse, take his bed-
rell info the cump house, leave 1 i orc of the bunks, and Lhu!
stake out his sleeping place. He would be privilesed lo use
bunk as long a2 he kept hie horse in the yard. The cu«lamﬁ
charga for a single horse was 15 cents fat a neantime
two bo three hows, and 25 cents for an overmight stay. Generslly
B0 to 75 centa was charged fat 4 Lean.

At times the camp hewse hecame invalusle Poople drivitg
to own, sy 20 to 25 miles for supplics, ganerally drove in 0
dase e Wheir purchescs, loned thets aupplies, and in e
meatbey admped st ounside the Wuilding ares, They rol lﬂ‘
home st daybreak ihe nest moming, 1¢ was a ot
could average three rdles an ar, pelling 2 load. This mun

to 25 mile joumney took scven Lo eight hours travel r“q_d,

p:... e moandey siop ot doed and Test—aesuming The

were dry and wealhet favol

1n, cape of faliing “.u,!n or un unheralded vigitaiion o
norther, the camp house was a haven. for the man snd his fed
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o is wogon alood salely in the yard, and the homes wer
,.?derﬂ""" For the sheller and feed far his team and a place
%% the wenther for bis family, a man would pay in the nglgh—
M of & dollar and s half. At times, people tra
,,,,.red agon wnld tay i & wagon yird durin rongod

‘]1!4:! were timee when people were despemate for a place
1 sleep mway from. the weather during a boom. They baught
& iing end rented a siall in. the wagon _v.rd Buymx gl hale of
Ty, they would. shake ik cut for & place 1o th ding.
O can sleep most anywhere in clement wenthvr‘ but falling
aather, or 6 prolonged norther, brings the need for 4 windbreak
ond 8 oot
The livery stable had lap robes and other goods to sell be-
sidea sheller for a borae. In evenf one put up at a livery bam,
shhlunen unhitched, stalled, fed, watered, and curtied the horses.
1¢ the owmer wished his horses hitched up and ready at o certain
the nenl morning and brought o the hotel, the Leam waa
found waiting a1 the hitching rack.

The liverymsn had saddle horses as well as  Leams,
buggivs and hecks for hire, by the day, week, or month, Gen-
erlly he waa paid 5250 for & team and buggy for the day. If
the team waa kepl out avernight, ita keep waa paid for wherever
don wan mede. II & driver was needed, the lveryman fur-
ished for an sdditional swm & driver whe was familiar with The
ml The driver's keop wes also paid while he was cut on the

One of tha last busineasea ta locate in an inland town was
# drugstore. Un{i) n drogstore esme, the general atore cartied
U standard drugs and bome remedies for an and besst. Tt was
';lnil'ur lewn 1o persupde a doctaz lo Incate if there was no
dplore. A druggisl hesitated to put in & stors if there was no

W'hm and if the railroad linally eame, neatly alwaya a point
s made foc the murvey to mise te estabilished fown, unlews an.
"'m ol prokibisive bonus was peid o the raiload 11 the bonua
10t paid, the zailtoad would lay out a tosn of ita own near
reugn [ dostroy the old town The cotablished businessmen
i hen have to buy lote in the new town, and mave their
fominen buildings. Thia wes expecially true when the mailtoad
g, 105K the name name. The zailzoad. town would. ultimately
™% the post afftice.
%.f'*'y!nm Amatt, Bullalo, Bewwer, and Boise City are
iyt (omms in Weatern, Oidnoma, thet. came Tl e






