RADICAL LABOR IN OKLAHOMA: 'THE WORRING CLASS UNION

Ry Sherry Warriet*

Sasakwa, Gklahama, was hot in August, 1017, especially for the four men
hiding in s ravine. Waiting on che cdpe of the depression, the posse membecs
endured the sun that broiled dawn uncil even the knee high grass stood stiff.
Elecing from the posec for several days, the hunted men had now been
cornpred and expectantly awaiied their . In the rovine @ honey bee
buzzed past, shearing the atillness like 2 slow buller, Then the hot silence
was broken sgain 21 the leader of the posse yelled, “com< on por and sor-
render!™ His command hung in ke heat 4 raoment while his men riveted
their eyes w the banks of the small canyon.

Suddenly bot-tempered Wallace Cargil, one of the fugitives, screamed
back fromm.a thicke, “like hell | will™” Jumping up in full sight of the posse,
he began dodging through the underbrush, Gnly a short distance away
Arthur Bowles, a member of the posse, raised his rifle and fired, Cargil fell
with a gaping hole in his stamach and slumped in the dead grass, He was a
wictim of Oklzhema's Green Corn Rebellion, a rovolt instigated by the
Working Closs Unian w aveid compulsacy miliary service and to foree
the Uniced States o withdraw from World Wac L.

Although the Working Class Union funetioned from ixs founding in 15t
until 1916 35 3 nonviolent labor organization carering o the working <lass,
by 1516 it was well on its way o sggrewsive radicalism, 35 it Ku Kl Klane
o aight riding activities indicated.! Also, by this time the union had a
vigorous beadet at its head—L. C. Mciabh.

T the Fall of 114, Mchabl, the Sequoyah County Attorney, ran for and
wou the affice of Sequayah Cauncy Judge, and did sa apparently with large
populsr support. However, pearly one yer laer, in November, 1915,
McNabb resigned. Saping thax the people needed an avorney 1o fight their
baneles, he Ik she office 1o aceepr # position handling usury cases with the
Working Class Usion?

McMNabb warce. no time; by his own admission he had by March, rgr6,
fled some siaty suits and obtained judgments in sbaut Bfty. I the middle
of January, 1916, the Muskogee, Oklahoms, Times-Demacrar stated that
McMaby had grined the backing of one infucnis] baoker, L. 5. Makide-
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smen of For Smith, Arkansas, whe agreed ta chatge no roce than the legal
ven, peccent interest. Continuing, the paper declared that, “every man i

uoyah Couney—it mauters noc what profession or oceupation he may
Jalkaw—swhechee e be g farmer ot a banker—should praise the good and
hard lsbar L. C. McNabb hat put forth in order to accomplish swhat he had
for the prople””

Yer, just 2 month after be was s highly peaised, MeNabb was Facing
gisbaement proceedings, because of the actions of area bankers jn an eflort
‘o prevent him from continting his usury Aight.* Repuuble Sallisaw, Okla-
Boma, townspeopke chaimed that the Warkiog Class Union threatened
wouble shauld any legal action be 1aken sgains: McNabb. Support for
MicNabb was so great that authoritics fesred 1o Lry him in his homewown of
Sallisaw, and the proceedings were maved to Muskagee. Nonetheless, the
wu. ing Class Union continucd o threaten that if the court proceeding
ed “about thres of these fellows will be illed in coury twa or three
Eollemw banks sill be blown and barns will be buroed threughou Se-
quopah County.™ In a hushed 1:00 2.m. conference, cout officials ad-
jourmed, with the stiptlation thit the disbarment would zesume later when
empers wert ot so high.

To those aligned against McNabb and his radical Working Class Unioo
the situation was grave. Ray O. Weemr, who was in the farm loan and
mongage business in Sallisw and opposed to McNabb's ideas, contacted
Ancel Earp, chick dlerk of the governar, and declared, *1 actually belicve
thal he [Mchabb] could instigate the burning of this blamed town if he
wished ta do it. It won' surprise me avall if somebody is killed within cwo
smanths, unless samething happens 1o quict things down.™

The situation was 5o serious that 2 Muskoges attorney pleaded with
Governar Rebert L. Williaras, that the “miys representing the peiitioncrs
have becn threatened with violénce bodily and atherwise. The Sheriff has
mepeatedly told us that he is unable o cape with the threstened mob.” Can-
tinuing the Jawyer stated, *if the case proceeds a at prescnt loss of life and
destruction f properry will follaw.

The proceedings against MeNubh weze condnued in the spring of 1917
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and resulted in his exoncratian of the charges. Soon he was campaigning
against W. W. Hastings i an eleetion for Unied States Cangressmon. T
the balloting McNabh received slightly aver 3,000 vaes, an indication of
the decreased strength of the Warking Class Union and McNabbs deckin.
ing influence He commanded the suppon of the union anly s long a¢ he
wias actively prosecuring wsury cases in its bebalf; however, forsed 1o spend
time fighting rment 4nd then cam g, MelNabb wat aban-
dened by dhe pnion.

The Working Class Union members preferred instead to follow the more
dircet and actine course begun while McNabb was yet fighting their usury
cates, Thit was a coure sct by a member of the Industrial Warkers of the
World, H. H. “Rube” Munsan, Instrumensal in guiding the radical tom
the Warking Class Union tock in early 1916, Monsan bare che tide of “state
organizer” for the arganization and was canstanly pramised ald from the
Indusirial Warkers of the World® I was Munson's brand of radicalism
which avared the amempied revalution in barh Arkansas aud Oklaboma'®
Freaching av o mevding i April 1917, Munson declared, according w one
abserver:

He bad Found the bocals dcad and had putlifc nto them and he, hii wife and
seretary had worked hard, gor hungry, not tven having sugar for the ricc
on which they mainly subsisied, and tha e were abawt to have the groatest
war of oue lives and we had better grt mmady for it, He sald that we had to
pratect oursclues and our [smilies; that i£ we did nat, our young men would
e st 1o Germany o fight, our old men put on tenthousand-acre farme to
rais food to Foed the young men and that college and schaal boys would
Tive with our wives and daughters. He said that we had our wives barnessed
o cottonkacks, out babics lying on the ground in \he shade and their eyes
being <aten out by ants and ather Lnsects, and we ought nat co stand ic any
Tonger. We voted to oppose the draft law and Fgh, it necesuary, v prevent

ing W Germany, Resolutions 1o this effeet were to be welticn and sent 10
& convention of ather locdls.

Atranging w concinue his specches, Munson generally looked afier the
needs of the Union by posing as 2 peddler or pretendiag o be an "agent for
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THE WORKING CLASS LINION

amerhing.” Inthis way hic kept the local enganiaations functioning, carried
incssagesthat cculd ot be sent through the mail and aginaed for the [lfl
ment o his ideas.'™

This sction was typical of che Industrial Workers of the World, and
Manson proved 1o be \he principal agitstor whe fanned agearian disconten
{mo open rebellion.” Farmers were told. that thousands of men Jn Kanias,
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Missouri and Texas were rtady 16 revolt and that once the Federal govern-
ment was overthrown thece would be 2 general division of the moaey of
the rich among thase men "working for wages”

During the fizs week of Junc, a7, and two months before the owtbreak
af violence that was labeled the Green Cotn Rebellion, Munson was artesied
in Sallisaw aod caken to Muskagee, where he was charged by federal auhor-
ities with conspiracy againt the government for disserminiting anti draft
material. Jailed during the aciual disturbance, Munsan was nonetheless
instrumental in projecting radical actian and ideokogy into the Working

Union,

g in 1516, the Working Class Unian instigated. a series of night
ziding Hoggmg sprecs which Indicated  tendency taward viaknee snd 3
disregard For the Jaw ** The union, catering ta its tenant farmer following,
ardered that o farm wa 1o be worked the coming year if it belonged m
2 banker or kender charging usurions rates. R, W, Hines was a special targer
of the Working Class Union, and hie tenane, Harry Berna, was dragged
sror bed in the middle of the night, tied 10 2 tree and Rogged with 2 wer
sope nti? the blood ran. This action was & result of Berna's insistence of
working the land in defiance of the Warking Class Union demands®

in late February, 1915, when the members of the union were threatening
dite consequences Jf McMabb was tried, theee houses were bumed within
uwenty-four hours—ewo of them belonging to Hines and the third to o
strang supportzr of Hines. By this time five men had endured the we zape
treatment by masked and slickercovered night riders. Yet, during the fall
and wincer monchs these was 3 noticeable deeline in violence. This resoleed
from the seniencing of several Working Class Union members 10 the
penitentiary for theic actions in the night riding and wet opt sprees™

s the union was chviously becoming mare vinlently active, it ale was
beginning to expand beyond the Sallisaw area. A coal company at biilion,
Oklshoms, reported trouble in March 1926, with 3 “bunch cf LW.W.
sympathizers wha elaimed to be Socialises and have arganized themschves
into the *Working Class Union.”* This group was reported 1o be “pant of
the 11me bunch that is operating around Sallisaw, Oklahoma.™
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THE WORKING CLASS UNION

In April, 2 Joal was formed in Muskogee by A. R. Bayers who declared
hat, althavgh the conney was just beginning ta crganize, there wece alceady
\ oty menbers. Stating that the organization was nat guihy of many of the
dhings climed, Bayers pointed to the firsc paragraph in e Muskoges
County <haprer's conatiution which read, “We scand for law and ordec and
just w1 equal vights 16 all and special favc 1o none™

N marer how passive the new Muskoges chagre: stamied, by August its
sembers were as threatening as those around Sallisaw, Members of the
Muskagee local were posting Ku Klux Klan loters on the doors and gate-
posts of every Farmer's wesidence in the area who was ot a miember of the
Working Class Union. Gne threar in Mclnwosh County declared: “Motice.
10 the people that den's belong to the W.C1T. they have got to join. the
WG s called he Working Claes Unian, We herchy natificd yau to come
i and join owr lodge in sighe of 30 days, if not we have got a way lo make
you join. take warning. the W.CU.™® The Mutkogee Times-Demacrar
commented on che situation, and statcd that many “of the farmees of the
Warnee district are expecting a civil war hetween the farnaers wha are nac
sacmbers and Lhcse wh arc members af the Working Class Union. ™

Violence alsp was spreading 1o Pontotoc Gounty where might riders
dynamived dipping vais and buzncd the barns of twa cauzry commissioners.
County Anarney Arden L. Bulloek ontended chat the “barns were situated
in widely sepacated parts of the County and were destrayed about the same
hour of the night, and is undonbiedly the work of ihe same partics who
were responsible For the blowing up of the vau, in as much as thess two
County Comumissioners veued in favor of the apprepeiation [of money ap-
parendy for building the vats).™

Several Pontotoc County officials received dnulcrung leteers, One ad-
dressed 10 the sheriff warned him to “let up on dippin cases or git sut of
offs, We aim ta run things to sutc us and ull git wha Comming  you if
you interter' Courty Autorney Bullock was warned, Gt if he“'don’t go
am slow trying W carch the ones that blew up the vats and burnt barns
wou'l gic what Matone and Gitmore (the owners of the barms] got and

warse, Your to dam cenart™=
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The radicals followed the theeatening leeter to Bullock with an atempt
onhis Lfe. Exly ene morning when be arase from bed w get same medicine
Sor an upsct stomach, he struck a match for light and someane fired 2
shotgun jnto his house. However, hesring a aoise at the window, Bullock
dapped e the Roor, and escaped injury, cven thavgh the buckshot naniarwly
missed hi

Threatening o "blow a hole” in the wwn of Adz, Oklahoma, the radicals
aotified the Ada Weekly News tha the *paper aceuses the socialist [af]
burning up those barns. We did and we will blow up your ofice by jan. 1st.
You warch, Our plans are complete. Yeu may think it it a joke. Watch
and e KED FLAG "™ From the Ada area the Working Class Union spread
west, and by Scptember it had members in Washita Couaty. A sign was
fotnd nailed to the door of a church near Cordell, Oklahoma, indicating
that the organization was active in that part of the state and chat a feeling
of biter dicomtent weas grawing in regard to the cenant farmer stuation.

The message declared:*

Warning to Land Lord any man thar renes his kand far more than ane
third and pay his part of theashing geain where remice furnishes sced or
renis for money will ger his lanud seeded ta Johnson grass and his honses
o b bt o i i g s by wing b b il
any remer ogrecs to give more ed arer in @ way that will not
be pleasing to bim any gin or Tezher ot gins or thrashes on land that
fails ta heed this warnign will aksn be borned and if this notce is concealed
from the public this church house will go up in fames we mean business
from seven dricrmined men chat know how to keep a scll mouth and carry
g to che lerer.

6, officals in McCurtain Courty also were investipatiag an
organization *working almost fully with farmers whe sy shey will resive
evens unta death and that officecs coming 1o arrest thom can comne ac their
own risk."? Defiance of the government, similar to that in McCurtain
County, was prevalent throughout much of eastern Gkhhama in the
months before the Green Corn Rebellion. Union organizers flocked to
Oklahoma, particclarly from Kansas, o hold “agricultural meetings.”
Alfter <onduccing briel discussions of cros, they scized the oppartonity to
present radical speeches including the sdvocating of the everihow of the
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THE WORKING CLASS UNION

governraent. Linking World War I with the economy, the agitators argued
St the war was the immediate source of the farmers' woes and the drafe
4 thret because it would take them aod theic sans from the land®

After indoetrinating enough people, 2 local would b formed, and seerec
mectings held. Consequendy, late-night radical gatherings grew more
aumercs, This was particularly true semong the blsckjack, covered hills
inging Sasikwa and along the valley of the Canadian River. The gather-
ings continued 10 increase w0 the point that immediacely preceding the
rebellion, urion Members were meeting as often a8 three imes Weekly ™

Earl Ebert was among the more active of the agitators. Jailed in Henryeua,
OSklshoma, for urging coal workessto stcike, Ebert was comphétely dedicated
1 the radical movement. The twenty-six-year-old agent caricd a personal
leter ardering him &0 keep the mines From operating, and a photograph of
Frank Livde, an ageat af the Indusicial Warkers of the World, who a few
wecks earlier had been Jynched in Botte, Mantana—"Martyr” was written
on e back, perhaps 10 add et Eben aln had illustrations of
twiin wrecks labeled “ovr Revenge ™

‘Other speakers 3 Woring Class Union meetings were a5 radical as
Ebert, H. C. Spence, 1 Sastkwa man who avidly followed Munson's preach-
ing, obtained o positiod in the unions hircarchy and at one meetg re-
partedly declared, “Abraham Lincoln said that the most dangeraus weapon
in the world is 3 match. There are plenty of matches lek: (aod ho held &
bandful aloft). We can beat this azmy draft by using matches"™

“The entire area alang the lower Canadian River blossamed with antiwar
posters. Among ather things the messages declared: “Now s the Gme 1o
rebe] sgainst this war with Geemany bays. Boys get together and den't go.
Rich man's war. Poar man's fight. The war is over wich Germany. if you
dont go and |. P, Mergen & Co, is lew, Their great speculaiion is the
<ouse af the wac, Rebel now. ™=

Answering the call 12 rebellion, many farmers avvended sccrer mectings
at night inthe countryside. There, lacing theic leaders with Ieathered hands
an boch a Bible and a buse of & rix-shaoter, they repeated what was known
as the crecd ™

% Emid Epenss {Enid), Augoit 15, 1903, b 13 D4ttt Aftstings, Hf Yau Don't Perkra (New
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We knaw this was 2 way brought on by Wall Sureer, and we poor devils
have gos m Eght it Therefore, we bave and will cootinue te ocganize under
the tide W.CLU. until sur membership is great encugh to proteet us from
going 1 Europe. We will stand by exch and everpane of the W.C.L
‘members from arvest by any federal, aate, or eounty officers in the fallowing
manner. [ This scatement was follawed by seven lincs of X's.] War is hell
and we ase net going to bell. How we aee going ta resine. | Five mese lines
of X's.] We and our éamilies ace going o live while we stay out of war.
LAgain five lines of X'a.| We musc keep eur membership cards hid,

A tht Faciters swore t this, thep wover from a mild socialist pesition t
2 radical, dicect-action form o Industrial Wackers of the Werld socialism,
1t trs o longer refonn thraughelections a5 the Socialts adoeated but e
form through "any means necewary.” During Muruon's tenue as wgaizer,
the union devised a membership card with a “Constitution” printed on eie
side. The last line of the document declared that members of Incats shall
use “any mezns necessary 1o secure the aims of the union to better the
condition of the working class.™

“Any means necessary” included rebellien, and o3 the dare far the revalt
neared, the dissident farmers stubbornly believed their numbers tataled
35,000 i Oklahoma; suoc0 in Texas: and 3000000 nativnwide. Sore of
the leaders worked with the enderstanding that the rewlt had connections
in Germany and would be wellfi

Bixpecting o be 3 part of the 3,000,000 who would force the Federal gov-
eramen to capitulske, many local men callected arms 10 prepars for the
insurrection. Guns and dynamite were hidden or buried in creck bed
Plosred ficlds and weed patches. One man traveled to Oklahema City,
Oklahomy, 1nd purchased high-powered weapans and ammunition in a
“Black Cax” hardware scare whre the dealer told the buyer that the
racrmbess of te Working Class Union could count on 6200200 Giermans
i this sation 6 help the in their sevolt ™

The rewslr, as the agitaors planmed it, was o begin July 37,3517 however,
the date was pastponed 1o August 2. Planning o burn bridges, destray
railroad trestles and cut telephons lincs, the radicals then were v raid
Sasakowa and loot it For arma and provisions before their subsequent march
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an the nation’s capital. Yer, these
plans, 1we pears in the making,
barely marerialized '

The revolt was not 2 complete
surprise to lawmen. Members of
a smaller afiliated group of the
Working Class Unicn, the “Jones
Farmily,” had been arrested on. July
18, theough the work of wo fed-
eral secrer secvice agents who had
infilvated the organizavion. An
antideaft organization in Povaws-
tomie and Cleveland counties, the
“Jones Family” planned 1o raise
“the red flag of revolution in all
‘parts simulcantously,  burn prop-
Deputy Sherifl Bill Crom who was  eny, raid grocery ores for supplies
wounced in an ambush by members ol and hardware s1ocks For guns and
the Werking Clas Unisn ammunition, aad to slay and pil-

lage.™ Fear of the " onts Family™
wat 1a great chat oac member of the organization, J. €. Hatrod, aurmpied
1o commit swicide during his trial rather chan texify concerning the ims
of the group

Wich members of the “fones Family” ia jail, oficials learned somerhing
of the plans of the Working Class Union. The lawmen abo had an infor-
mant, Al Huckleberry, who was a farmer Socialist and 1 the radicals a
patsatial union member, Attending the radice] gaiberings, Hucklebecey
atempted wo discaurage the growing tendency toward revalution. And after
every mocting, he mee Seminole County Attorney Al Nichols and County
Sheriff Frank Grall to discuss the situation.*®

‘This infarmation enabled the docal prace officers 1o discover what was
happenin in the countryside, As 3 retult in an attémpt b6 obsérse 4 radical
mesing on Auguse 2, Sheeif Grall and Deputy Bill Crass rode imo an
ambush near Sasakwa, Gross was wounded and the two men were Jorced
 fee to Wewola, Oklshama, for medical 2id

3 MeAlusier Mews-Copird Cummber 6. 1913, p. 34 Ada Werkly Mewsr, Seqiember 27, 1927,
L Wanske Copia Demara, huguc 5. 1817, P 11 Evd Evems, At . 17 B 1
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9 Jomrricw, Al Nachet, Sewak, OIjharma, Coasder 10, 1935
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As word of ihe ambush ccached 1he vowa, ctizens beld mass meting.
and. arganized a group of home guards o protect agsias: possble i
At the same 1ime plans were miads o gut bridges, water phanis, public
Buildings, indusieal ploms 3nd ammunition sarage hauses under clasc
guard ¥

While various tewns were making defensive preparatians, Sheriff Grall
seturned 1o the srea wheee he was attacked with a posse from Konawa,
Oklshoma, Near Rocky Point the pome surprised a group of radicale gorg-
ing themselves on stolen bect, and instead of fighting, the rebels fied, None-
theless the posse managed to capture twelve™

In the meantime anoeher posse inadvertently dispersed a large group of
rebels in Lhe ares. Some 125 radicals under the leadership of John Spears
were located on top f two hills. Hawever, as the posse, unaware the radicals
were sa closs, marched heaween, 1 owa knolls, the radicals became Fright-
ened and flcd

Eram the viewpoint of the Working Glast Union, the arobush of Grall
and Cross had been a surprise. Offcially the malcontents had planned ro
begin the revolt at midnight on Auglst 2. Yer, with the rebellion pre-
maturely exposed there was little to do but follow what scant plans they
had. Mecting that cvening on ¢he sandbars of the Canadian River, as they
previously had planned, the radicals divided inta small groups and st
tempred to carry out theic objectives*

As the bands dispersed, the “Lone Dowe™ local led by W. L. Benefield
remained at the river to burn A waoden railraad wesle. Laading a handeart
with beust and timber, the radicals fired it and showed it onto
the railread bridge® Several bours Ler a leeight wain was Ragged
down justin vime to prevent it [zom rolling omio the damaged strucwre

‘Aftérthe trestle was burned the groups, which had divided on the sandbar
10 perform thrit various missions, began o reassemble and move in the
genersl direction of Sasakwa. Gn their way they impressed various people
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jota their ranks. Jim Benham was walking wrarmed and slane when he
was overiaken by a wagon laxd of armed radicals. One lanky rebel, a rifle
crooked in his arm, dicceted Benham to join the cause, Hesitating on ihe
dermand, the rebel gave Benham Fve minutes to decide. It was then that
Seahorn erawled into the wagen. Jim Houston found himelf in a similar
predicament but managed 10 outwic a rebel party undec Benefild's leader.
i, Aduet being confraated by the radicals, Houston indicated he wald go
home for 2 rifle and rejoin them an their way to bura Sasakwa, Howsver,
ece released he rushed ta the litdle community and warned the cieizens of
the approaching danger. As the men armed themselves, some climbed to
\he roofs of sares to make a sond against the rebels, while others, like
Houston, recarned 1w their hames in rural areas te defend thir families**

The people in sullying regions, unliks thoss in the tows, Searcd the
threat of poison more than fice. Word had spread that the insurrectionists
were plotting to poison oIl the local wells, and lawitien later found 2 tadical
epche comining ot anly seventy-five sticks of dynamite and a rifie with
svty-four shells, bul alsa eight ounces of strychrine®

While Houstan hurried 1o warn the rsidents of Sasakwa, the rebels
changed theic plans. Instead of cantinuing to the tows, they eurned north,
marched past Linte River and camped on 2 hilkap known ae “Rosstin’ ear
Hill" or “Spear's BluE." There on the morning of August 3, tg17, the sheriff
o Pottawatomic County leading 2 pasee numbering ncarly a thousand men
—inclading wwenuy-Ave national guardemen from Okemah, Ollahoma—
surpeised the radicals™ On wp of "Roastin’ Ear Hill' the 400 rebels
swere suddenly awakened by the possemen under erders to shoot 1o kill. In
the rebel camp rio one tock continsad, and the men fled. Hopelesly isslated
from tach other in small inefoctive groups, the stragglers were casily
taken prisoner™

In the hunt that fallawed some toa rebels were captured and jaiked ** No
on¢ was slain in the Aghting on the hill, 2lhough several radicals were
wounded, Nonetheless same tense mornents svere caussd by Wallace Cargil.
Surviving the run on the hill, Tt rewreated several miles southward with
tbree other rebels 1o the shelcer of 2 small ravine. Sursounded by a posse,
Cargil cefused 1o surrender, and was so critically wounded in the exchange
of guafire tha followied that the posss did not bother 1o try 1o lacate a

™ Duiy Ohfkomam, Avgut 3. tm7 p <.
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doctor, Lates Cargil's son was failed after rying to get  doctor in Sasakwa
xotreat his father, and swon leading newspapers across the pation. repored
Cargil dead. However, a neighbor was Rnally able ta securc medical 2id, and
Cargil revovered from his wounds®

‘Another man, a Mr. Boggs, mansged ta fiee from the hill wichout being
shot or captured. Howawer, & possc faund him crawling under a barbed
wire fence swith two rifles and two hundred rouads of smmunitn, Agree.
ing to surrendcr, Boggs 1o his surpriss found the passe ready t hang him,
¥ not for Sherifl Gralls insistence that the law be folloswed, Boggs would
have been lynched an the spac

Many local radical leaders were prompely arvested; however, John Spears
reenained free. Eapecially wanted by law officers, Spears 2t the beginning of
the sevalt had Fown a red sacials fag on 3 pole in his yord. The banner, the
only knowr, "red socialist banner in the 3tic,” had a cirele design which
portrayed two hands shaking across the world wich the werds, “Socslix
Pary—Workers of the Warld Unice,” and 2 pelloww torch burning behind
the design. The field of the banner carried the legend. in white letecs,
“Oklzhoma for Socialism."™

Spears was finally csptuced when lawmen, acting on a tip, approached
his home much like they had done several times since fhe beginning of the
revole. Thic particular time, though, they remeved a few rocks From the
foundation and found him huddled beneath the hause surrounded with
green carn aobs®

After the early merning masch on “Beastin’ Ear Hill” and the scawering
of the rebels, the opporcanity for escape came for raany of the men who had
beea forced, like Benham, to cnlist for the cause. Mast of these men, oace
they fied, beaded far Sasakwa whece they pravided afficers with valuzble
knowledge* Although they freely gave information, they were afraid of
retaliation by the zadicals. Gne man told the officers <l he could end rhen
made his will, swearing the rebels would “gec him.” Such fears wece not
groundless, and several imes informanty’ homes were pelied with gunfre e
rebels halfheartedly aenpred to cealisre

Wish ihe cad ofch fre day of aborive svaloion, many of he b
active b o th 1. Oten officers
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ceived telcphone calls from a small band of tired, hungry man who were
willing 1 capitulate if the lawimen would only meet them.®

However, at Lhe same time there wers groups sUEmpting (o reorganize
and regain sufficient numbes to continue the “rebellion” Officers found
<uch a party planning new action near Calvin, Oklshoma, where wveral
‘menicts of the Working Class Unian had reteeated to an ald school build.
ing and r¢fused to surrender. In the gun battle that Eollowed Ed EBlaylock, a
draft resiseer, weas lelled #

Blaylock was anly onc of theee deaths associated with the uprising. In
Hakdenville, Gklahoma, residents fearce an wétack, and. city leaders posted
growps of aetned men on all the coads leading ioes the town, seho were
given ocdrs 10 ket no one puss without & proper explanation. One nighs 4
Jan car failed to obey a deputy’s order to hal, and the guards, thinking the
car comained armed rebels bent on carrying ot theit threaws of burning
the twwn, opencd fire and Killed ). F. Moust, a young school weacher wha
had athing to do with the revolt® A third man, named Clay, was shov
and killed by Craven Brown, whe swore that Clay and another man wece
members of the union and had teied to make him. ﬁghl for the rebels. Brown
claimed be had resisced and Clay was shot in the scuffie that fellowed. But
e Wewaka Capital-Dewoerat hinced that Clay and Brown were enemics
and that the revolt enly furnished g prerext for mucder ™ Nonetheless, Clay
was the last man to dic during the zcvok.

By August 5, the revolution was broken, and citieens were Iefc generally
unbarmed but pervously watching lest another ouibreak accur. The rebels
were locked in crowded jails and Faced various <harges—inchuding resson &
Behind bars the farmers began to rralize the seriausnes: of their action and
how ehey werz fooled by the agitstars, In leteers home they indicaed their

remaiss over the violence %

dear wife { will rite you a few lines this leaves me will i hears you was bad
off i hope ta god you are beticr. I give upat Calvin they air gaing ta take 5
ot of us 1o MeAlester § dont know what they aic going ta do with us § do
ope i will get aut I § do god being my helper § will never get into nothing
<lse mo bunch will ever git me in notbing dlac s i will oz hoping you air
better when i gee to where | am gaing—W. L BeneReld

Margacer, | want you ta sex afte the crop and stack the best you can, | am
I A 9055
"lln‘ NlHrqn“r Do, Augwd 1, 1917, p\. ]
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Members of the Oklshoma National Guard from Okemah who h:lped
<crush the rebellion

~ery sorry | wat led into snything like this, you o, and aur naber no T have
dane everything | could o keep our country from being tare op, 3o take care
of cucrything and do all you can for me. Go dawn to tawn and see al
them people and there advice, 30 T will cloee naw. Dan't weite tll you hare
from me again. M. E. Hailey, Have the boys to cut the hay and hall ic in.
You scem Him Pecte and get him o see about getiing me out and ochecs,
calk to some ane thic can sell yau what da do. | Jess tha will st to sauth
s wih ot e cime tdy. Well,Msegare, dvie o) he By nver B
gty of Toining the W.C.U. T wish | never Heard

A3 the men began to underscand what had hipptnud 1o them, 30 did law
officers, and finally the officials realized that the ragged rebels were to be
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pied rathet than stongly prosecuted. As 3 cesuh, 50 racical way given
Fare than & ten-year sentence, with the average man being sentenced 1o
Jitle, if any time®

For many people “nothing happened.” Even Governor Robert L. Wil-
Jjaens found little to cavse him anxiéty. On August 4, the day of the big
chargt by possemen, Williams notificd Sccrctary of War Newion Baker,
that “Investigation Irads me ta believe that persons who ace oppased fo the
seleative draft such s those belonging to the Secialist and LW.W. and
rganizations ore buying arms, L don’t appeehend any serious

5 1'}“: nexs day in answering che New York Warld, swhich had been ques-
doning him about the revolt, Williams declared that the, “majority of the
e in every eounty in this state are in favor of luw and arder. We stand
strcely with the Bederal Government ia its presecution of the war.™ And
on Auguit 3, be made one mare statcmens concerning the revols whe, afier
viewing newspaper clippings.on the violeace, he commented that this, "kind
of sduertisement docs nat belp oue sate” amd that the. “mateer is geealy
d. The press rep it. The Matter is abrolutely
ik contral. ™
Indeed the siquation way under contrel. Most of the rebels were able ta
cecurn w their cenant shacks thanily afeer their trials. There they found
things changed, as many Lundlords weee unwilling 1o rent to their former
tenants. Cansequently, some of the rebels left the acea and traveled 1
Californin or Mexico.™
Although this revelt was not of great importarice to 3 nation i the midst
of World War 1, it like its counterpants in Texas and Arkansas, was indiea-
dve of a socio-ecanamically deprived section under radical exploitation.
This vas armed drak zesistance encoucaged by lgnerance and poverty, and
<aupled at times with a stubborn pacifisr parriatism, Thus this ignorance,
poverty and pacifizm contituted the scedbed far the would-be revolution,
while the Working Cluss Union played on these problems and exploited
those they were chiming to aid.™
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