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He eew upen a farm in northwestern Oklahoma near Aline, wtended the
nearby Valley Grotn rural grade school, and a Free Methodist High School
i McPhersun, Kansas. Learning hard work on his fathec's farm in a portion
of the Cherokee Oudct, Verlin Robert Exsterling gained 2 love of horses
wwhiich wonsld fallow him all his life, He participated in athletics and coached
during his carly texching years, and laer cbtained 2 PhD. in history,
hecame a college president and was commissioned a capiaia in the Naval
Resceve. Hlis impact upon Oklshama may be measuzed in many ways, but
haps the greates contriburion oceured during the last two years af his
lifetime, when, almost as IF racing against 1ime, he achicved enc accomplish-
men after another i the develaprent of the Oldahorag Historical Socicty.

The man was Verlin Roben Eastecling. He was Ir. Eamierling 10 some
and Caprain Eosierling 1o ethers, but be never shrew araund the tides. He
was consumned with 3 desice to accomplich things, and his recard shows
that be succceded, again and again.

Upon graduiating from Central Acadrmy, then a high school, now 2 Free
Methodist juniar college, he entered Northwestera State Gollege in Alva,
Ollahoma, where he received his Bacheloe of Aris degree in tg35, as an
henar gradustz and class president.

Moving w Selman, Olilohoma, where For twe years he served as a teacher,
principal and athlesi <aach, be me: a Freshman coed who would later play
the princip] rale in his life—Bonnic Mae Bennett. She had nat yet grad-
usted fram high school when Eob maved 1o Turpin, Oklahoma, to became
superiatendent of sehools, but afrcr his meve the two staned correyponding
and dating. She Fnithed high school, completed 2 year of college and then
they were morricd in 1940. The neat step war to the University of Colorado
where, in 1941, he cblained a Moster's of Arts degree in history, political
scicnee and sconomics.

He wanted to continue his studies taward 2 Dogtar of Philosophy degree,
but World War Il intervened and liob Easterling volunteered for the Navy.
Icause af his athletic and coorhing background, he was assigned 1o the
navy’s Gene Tunney Physical Fitness Frograns, and his early secvice
<aceer was centered atound helping young men make the physical transi-
tion 1o the more surenuaus navy Hfe. He 1ose to become a chief petty officer
before he entered the Navy's Oificer Candidaic Schaol. Akier zeceiving his
commission, he quickly voluntesred for overseas duty and spent most of
the remaindee of the war in the Atlantic theatre.

After hia dischaege from aciive duty in early fall of 1545, he and Mrs,
Eatterling, deiving theough Junction Gity, Kansas, stopped at a filling
station, where the aneadant easmally mentioned that the town was looking
for teachers. Driving fo the beard af educadon, Bob Escterling applied
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and began teaching history almost immediately. [n 946, the Easedings
maved to Manhattan, Kansas, wheee he taught history and political science
at Kansss State University, while at the same time working on 3 doctorate
frem the University of Colorado. He received bis PhD. in 1g51.

Twa years later, & big opporiunity came. He was offered, and accepeed,
the presidency of Northern Oklshoma Junior College in Toakawa. He
was thiry-cight and the youngest presidenc in the histary cf the college.
While a Tonkawa, Dr. Easterling was responsible for exvensive growth
and development i all aspects of campus activities, and exesuted a Four
phase building program. After twelve years st Northern Gklaboma Junios
College, during which time enrollment increased from 20 to 1,600 students,
Dr. Easterling accepied the oppartunity to mave to 2 key pastin a four-year
niversity and hecame pperations vice president of Wichiia State Univer-
sity. He cemained in this capacity o years and was responsible for all
phases of college life excopt acadernics.

In 1985, he accepred. the eppoctunity o organize and secve a5 presidenc
ofthe Assaciared Calleges of Central Kaneas, with headquartersin McFher-
san, Kansas, Here he secved six private colleges in the aces, ocganizing
centralized services, joint programs and combined cfforts in the develap-
mem of funding. His wark took often to all six campuses o well as te
Washingion, D.C. and other major citcs,

Tn 2970, he mgved to Albuquerque, New Moxica, where for tws years he
served as the Exceutive Direetor of the New Mexico Heart Associarion.

Tuwas from this post that he was called 1o return 1o Oklihoma to become
Executive Director of the Oklahoma Historical Saciety in December, igt.
He catered this wark with a3 much enthusiasm a5 he bad shown more
than thirty-fee years carlier swhen be rst came to Selman, Oklahama.
Time was taking its tall, however, it did not affect his work. I anything,
he pushed himself harder, perhaps with the subcanscious feeling that thers
wat & tauch 16 do and 50 litde time. to sccoraplish his goals.

He knew he was in troutile physically a year befoce his death, bur even
among his clesesc associaes at the Oklahoma Historical Seciety few knew
about ic—and most wha did learned by accident. He did not wane people
1o know because he did not want to be catered 1o in. any way thac would
hinder his work. There was too much to be done.

By New Yeae's cy af 1g74, the ward was ooe, Dr. Robere Baserliog was
to bse hrer arteréa] surgeriea. On the morning he was ta enter the hospital
—Jawsary g, 1574—he inviced the staff of the Cklahoma Historical Socicty
for cotfee and doughnus, but, megardless of the seriaumness of is personal
life, be kept the meeting light and jovial, He lef them Laughing, just as be
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wished it, and entered rhe hospital that afteraoon. His friends never saw
kim again,

He leaves bis wife, Bonnie, and tvo daughicrs, Connic and Verla, both
students and Living at home. He also Jeaves twe older sons, cach following
in theix Eathec’s footsteps. Robect is 4 teacher, liwing i Albuguerque, New
Mexica. Lacl is a naval offcer, stationed in Gharlesson, Sowh Gareline.
Dr. Easterling i alsa sucvived by three brothers and thres sisece,

Pendlcion Woods
POB EASTERLING: A 'TRIBUTE
Delivercd by Gearge 24, Shizk ax the ¥, R. Ensterling Mernarial Secvice
Jamuary 35, 1974
Alongime age, 1 very renowned toasher—we refer to him as Ecclesiastes—
amoag other chings, siid “Por evcryching there s a season, and & time for
cuery purpose under hezven.” Using these same werds, nox perhaps exaetly
@ the reacher meant them, but in 3 manner very applicable and very
appropelate, there was indeed 3 season and a purpose for Dr, Eanecling
coming to the Qllahama Historical Society 5 he did at the close of 1gy1.
And if there cver was a seasan—a bright scason—far the Oklshoma His-
vorical Sociery, and it work in OKlahoma, it has been chese two yoars
since then,

Beb had the uncanny disdncdon. of recogizing the difference herwern
history and heritage; and indeed thee is a diffecence, History is sorsewhat
like the multiplication able—there i 35, with its mumbers snd Facis and
stime and so an; and its jntegrity Js not something that is subject to change
through the years. On the other hand, heritage is really the Aesh and the
seile, the personalicy and <oler, aod all the res, of everyrhing that you and
I treasore, Even not withstanding that our stace s s61L in 3t first hunéred
years of its exiscence, Bob vwar bz to recognize and distiaguish both the
nectusicy and wequicements of history and the value and importaace of

e,

. Dur directars are non unmindful of what ke has accomplished within
just ewa pears by his dedieation 10 out heritage and bis knowledgs of our
histary. It woutd take  long list to read them off and 1 cerainly know thar
Yeu don't expeck me to do that. Bot just a few: and ss you drive around
aver our suate, oven right bere in Oklatiama City, in face within a tlock of
where we e are, you may see the Isting monuments to Bob’s bt service
0 us all,

"The Overholser Mansitn was acquired while Bob was our dieceror and
through arrangemcats he had mads. 1am sure one of the things of which.
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‘e was most proud is the Frank Phillips Home in Bantlesville. He worked
long and hard an that and | bave heard hisn recount some of ibe nip and
tuck prablems he Bad in concluding all the details. The monthly an shows
at the Historical Building) putting Fort Towsan into its present ordecly

canstroction at Fort Washita; and the develapmen of the ststewide historie
prescrvation plan are others.

The heritage of our stare is 30 much the bewer, is much more lasting, is
much mare meaningful and it cexainly carrics 3 deeper and more profound
mesage for all the vwo and 1 half million people in Oklihoma because
of Bob.

“Twa incidents vo poin up 3 inal thought. At cur lu Board meeting Bob
was with Us—happy and Botncy, cager totell us things be was doing, asking
for our camperation 10 e that mor anc. mors hings could be dons, We
now appreciate how productive were those seventesn-hour days of his., They
will be bard 15 keep up with, and a¢ our next Board meeting he will nct be
there, AL the last meeting of the ladian Territory Posse of Oklahoma Wesi-
eeaers, which was just within the monch, Boh put on the program. I was
ane of the best programs we ever had. |¢ wis abour Western musie and
Western sang, As 1 now look back, favorites such a5 "Home on the Range™
will never again seund any betuer than the way it was prezemed that nigh
Avaur next meeang, a week from this Friday he will ot be there, yet ta us
he indeed will be chere.

Awhile back a man named Robert Ingeosoll, upon the death of his
yaunger brather, an uncxpected loss, and while standing by the open grave,
weied 16 esconsile for himsell q ceasan such as T'm trying ta right now. Why
Dr. Eamerling weuld be qt one last Hoard mecring bus not a1 the nexc ane,
et be ar the Wenerners lant tiene, but not the new vims. Tngersoll Anally
put it this way, saying, "And aiter all it may be bes, just in the bappien,
sunnics: haue of all the voyage, while <ager winds are kissing every sil. to
dash against the unseen rock, and in an instant hear the billows taar above
a unken ship.”

1 4cel eercain those ate somehow our thaughts today, the thoughts of the
Boacd, of the devorcd suafl of the Historical Sociery and his friends here
voday in their regard for and their lowe for Bob, My siser and | werg he
oaly guests of the stadl at theic Christmas pany. 1t was 4 theill—and [ koow
Bonnic sharcd it with we—to se< thrir regard and their fecling for their boss
S akter all, it may be best for all of s w0 be able to say that i the happies,
sunniest hour of !l of Bob's contribution to the heritage of our s, he laid
down his veals a3 3 master crafisman.
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