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1972 INDEX

The Annual Index v The Chromicies, Vol. L, 1572, complled hy irs. Relta
Loonty, Archivist, is distributed Eree to thew who ceecive the quamerly
magazine. Orders for the Annual Index should be addressed to the Excew-
tve Director, Oklahoma Historical Sociery, Historical Building, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, 73705,

THE MTH ANNIVERSARY CELERRATION
CKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

T is nes every day whac one eelhraes an Both ansiversary. Recagnizing this
faer, the Oklahoma Histarical Seciety was proud ro mark the occasion of ita
founding whb 2 banquey and spen house. The banquet was held on Satur-
day, May 24th, and honared both the Society and the Society's president,
M. Ceorge Shirk. The event took place in the Silver Palm Roem in Penn.
Square, Oklahoma City, and was attended by many interested peaple fram
aeross the e Wellknown Oklohomans, inetuding membees of the State
Legishaturc, heard Mr. Jonkin Llopd Jones of The Tudsa World give an
infarmacive and entercaining account of some of the more unusual place-

i a5 guest of honor, spoke an 1he meaning of
Heritage is the collective gift 1o olL o us from those
wl gone before." Musical as presented by Oklshoma
Christian College.

‘The Open House on Sunday included a presiew kok o the newly
decorated, but pen, Conlederate Roam wich iis of
Cixil War, and, the dedication of a cupal fram the old Baum building in
Oklahoma City set an the grounds cf the Oklabama Historical Sociery-
There was also the placement of 2 Time Capsule in the front lown, Im-
mediately following, in the midst of 2 cemackably bigh wind, there was
the traditional firing of the Civil War connon that siands in front of the
Histarical Huilding. Insidk, punch was offered w0 all of the guests in at-
tendance from the Famaus and beautiful sierling silver punch bowl aken
from the . 5. Q&fahoma sunk in Pear] Harbor Decernbe 7, 1941,
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Faculuy of Henry Kenall Gallege at Moskogee and the College buildings, 1837
[ Alice Rabicrtsan Phomgranh Calleetion, O:H.5.}
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RARE PHOTOGRAPES BY MIS§ ALICE ROBERTSON
TN OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION

In the lst weeks of 1972, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sanders, Ollshoma City,
undertock 3 special project for the Oklahama Historical Society. Since
1948, there has been 2 cmall wanden bax of glass negatives siting unopened
in the Editorial Office. Mr. and Mes. Sanders include among their hobbics
kadak and camera film development. They were sent the stoutly crated box
and they gase theie time, talent and the necessary paper ko make photo
prints fram the glass negatives. Thanks to their effoets, the Editorial Offics
now has 75 interesting, rae ofd pictures of the early-doy Muskoger aceg,
The many glss negatives appear to have been crated in 1917. Also, Miss
Alice Robertson is revealed as the photographer, same of the photos dating
back to Indian Terricary daysin 1834

CHIMNEY ROCK, 1973

Unlike the leaning wower of Fisa, which has been bolstered and ceinforeed
From time to time, Chimney Rock, 2 noteble and famous landmark in north-
wesrern, Oklshoma could net be saved by man. The rock column which
rose 10 4 height of 30 feet above its baze in the SEY, Scc. 38, TasN, R 17W,
was appeoximately 814 miles southeast of Alabaster Caverns State Fark and
24 miles nonheast of Woodward. In a day when ecalogists and preserva-
tionists ace Fighting to preserve our national landmarks, it is inteemting to
Far 1at cannon akwaysby Led,

Chimney Rock, a monoment that marked the way for expeditions and
sravetlers For cearurics, served s a guide and Rinally s a curiosity of nature,
This ancient landmark worn by the storms and winds through the years
has fallen (1973), and s now 2 pile of cubble and broken stone that ance
staod 2 all pillar en the lindscape of Northwestern Oblahoma.

MEMORIALS TO DECEASED MEMBERS
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Golda B Shief: Miss Golda B. Sli¢k was born in Daver, Oklahoma Territary,
an August 3, 180, Miss Slief’s parents were Bo'ecs and her father, John
Anthony Slief, made the run and staked a chim 3% miles southeast of
Dover in what is fow RingRsher County. Miss Shief received an A.B.
Degree from Oklahoma City University and an M.A. from the University
of Oklahoma, She attended surmnec sessions in Public Health Nursing ac
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Towa University and Colorada A & M College. She received her RN,
Diploma from St. Joseph's Haspital, Ft. Worth, Texos, and served in the
Navy Nurse Corpin World War L.

Miss Slief was active in many organizations and contritruted ber time and
talert generously ta them all. She had a life membership with the Oklahoma
Historical Soriety, the Oklahoma State Nurses A , The 8 e, Inc,,
The Cathalic wamen's Activities Club and the American Nurses Associa-
tion, Ameng ber many henars, she was listed in “Bha's Who of Americor
Woren. In 1951, she wrote “Oklahoma City Historical Markers” for Te
Chromicies of Qkiakoma. She died in Oklshama City on June 24, i, and
was buried in the Slief family ot v Ringfisher, Oklshoma, Memorial
Cemerery.

Greenwood Mitehelt MeCurtain: Greenwood Mitchell MeGurain was born
in Indian Terricary, in what is new MeAlenier, Oklahorna, ot November 3,
tga4. He was the son of Judge D. C. McCurtain and the grandson of the
tust tribally elected chief of the Choctasws, Governar Green MeCurtain, Mr.
McCurtain macried Julia Ward of Tishominge, Cklahoma, =n May 28,
123, Mrs. McCurtain war the great granddaughter of Jesse Chistolin, te
“Trail Blazzr. In 1937, Mz. McCurtsin moved 1o Texas a5 a member of the
Railway Mail Association and at the time of bis death an Decembec 2,
1972, was chict illuxirater with the Fort Warth Post Office. Mr. McCurtain
is survived by his wife and five children, Betty, Mrs. James L. Ellic of
Phocaix, Arizena; Greenwood and Julian of Fort Worth; Ward C. Chi

holm of Beaurnane; Wilma Miller of Somerville, M. sixseen grand chil
dren and seven preac grandehildren. Hle is aleo survivad by a sister, Mis
Elizobeth $ims of Silver Springs, Md., and abrother, Jckson, of Fort Worih.

PAYNE COUNTY DEMOCRAT, 1894

The Payne County Democrat began publicatien a; Peckins, Bayne County,
O¥lshoma, an Friday, June 8, 1854, A &ded, 1o capy of this isue sent (0
the Editorial Depactment for micsofilming several years before the Society's
microfilm program was perfcated is an item of interest in the history of the
Prcss Association in Ohlahorna ws well as in the sorics of the first whwns
3t the leaders in “OKd Oklahoma™ operied tosetthement by the run on April
21, t88. The copy of the Demecraz was sent to the Editorial Deparment by
M. Warren Spear af Perking, Oklshoma, who was enthusiasic in the sup-
Port of the Payne County Historical Socisty. Hz had been anc of the hosts of
an enjoyable mecring of Oklahoma Historical Society members with the
Puyne County group held cecently at Perking {1847).

21y



‘THE CHRONICLES OF OKLAHOMA

The oldissue of the Demacrar carries its first iter headed "Salmamry" by
]-K. Alten, Edivor, 2ddressed “'T'o the citizens of Feckins and vicinity™:

“This weck we will raail pou the s isue of the Papae County Democrar,
Hitherta our county has had bur coe acgas of that poliical faith, while cach of
the other parics has had buc enc wrgan of thac political Faith, while each of the
ether parties have from twa 1o five papers in thar county. The Democrat will
advouate the cawse of demacracy a¢ it wnderstands it and we believe dhe srert and
sauth construes the lssucs of the day. We favor himetalism, tariff for revenue
only and sn income ut. The Démacras can notand will oLt any time condone
the act of any man wh tal conduct has been at vark h the teachings
of his panty, nior will we yicld principls to policy. In county matters s advocate
refarm and the election of me Lo office who will reduc the <ost of conducting
public sfsirs to-a minimum, We belleve the present price of county wirrants st
50 cents on the dolar 1o be the result of mismanagement of public affsics

The Democror will work ot the interests of Perkins and vicinily 1o the exclu.
sion of all others. We ask and hope far your patronage, and will endeaver to
make our intercsts mutal. ..

The same issue of the Democrat (p. 1, tol. 4) gaw the speech of Rey
Hofiman of the Guthric Leader delivered befare the Oklshoma Ediwrial
Association en June &, 184 Hoffman, later usually called "General Hoff-
man," was knawn 2s one of the mast glited public speakezs in Oklahoma
during bis Bfe.ime."

The Frossof Gilahoma
Roy Hoffman Makes an Ioneresting Talk on That Topic

Noswhers inthe vineyard of the Lord can there be found a more patient, lowlr,
hard-working, poorly paid st of handictaftsmen than they who make and wickd
the power of the press in Oklaboma, Steong in individoal belief that evecy other
iz mentally & pauper and morally 3 Rarveling, there is yet n each of us 3 deeps
well-grovnded conviction that in out collective beeasts fs the seat of all intell

genee and the home of alate pattern model of all the living virtucz
At 1o tims and place have the vicissitudes of joutnaliam becn gooster of the
Field broadec than in the settlement and upbuilding of this weeeliary, Here was
Srantier upon the interiot, 3 face without exprestian; 2 history withact 3 written
zecord; a banquet withaut guests; a forncin salcd; 2 poem frazen; an Uptoar

¥ Roy Hofimaa seated a1 Gunbric in 130g, anl was ::Imlml 15 the bar the meut year 2t the
e b 1. e man ahe e an o i vy b kit e
Gurfrie Liuder diat became the omstaeds pol
et oyl SR e oo oy wole pcan o T copoet
sbe sare wmil the Gme of s dead (a353). He s ihe ranking nfcer of fhe Oblshoms
Masana] Guard foom t9a ko w91 a1 commissioned brigmlber genemal in the Mational
“Armg in August, 1937, 2o was 3 commaniling ofces wi the Ay in Frapee donipy World
War I Mt the war, Geneal Hoflmsn was an effcer in the Bocve Ateis, and ane of te
scanizers f the Amverican Legist,
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a Language tloquent in s
inall

of color; & tamult of tradition, & riot of sav2g¢ beaut
thausand tongues and yer mule with onspoken sublimity in all.

Siates are not Ereat execpr a5 newspapers make them. Fer the rapid develop-

ment of this country, fot i spontancous recagnition among the commonswealiha
o the watian, for its high rating among the rezaucts of the republi, 3 common
m,,uug and acommen ustice pay tribone to-the press.
s o littl thing—this bulding up » mewspaper, Napalean thought that 3
orl.x in s marning i bethe raest, bt the sbumnt esagape mon have
a5 the stacy, and which bubbles
L dagbresk, foyous an F Wt upon the morning dew. It wiay
ouly sheeps when the storm sleeps; its work is anly done when the history of the
futee state i1 writien.

He who aters jousnalism in Oklahama ermbarks on a:3ea of reuble, Upon the
unknown waers airange sisens sigaal and hidden rocks gors. He must know
ow to mees all the petty annoyances that crowd into daily e as well as engage
in the “big ware that prakce ambitian virtuo," He must know how to know 2l
and deuble up and deuble quick. He most know that the thing of least valut in
4 newspaper alfce is brtins and the thing most desired is s capacity to make one
dollar do the wark. of two. He must crimp the locks of the fellow that needs it
smd ik it up with 3 heroic display of courage even though he have it not. e
st lodlk With resignation upon all Ure il that “make salamity of fortuns,” Fié
st charge his con
with erision ta his mental laches, drive conching expeditions through his moral
Makcup, laméat the fact that his mental pestilencs poions the community, and
then meet him "reund the <orner when the shades. of night have pathersd fast
anel clasp him fast to your bosom as a brother while you wink the ofher syc and
sehedule a poal of rates on printing or plan new methods ta bilk the big:hearted
public out of a livelihoo, TF the accasion damands he must put an upper case sye
9t 0 italicased expressian upon the face of a bellicose visitar, He must praiss the
7ank goodness of his party's candidate"with the blandness of uncanscious inmo-
cener. He must lie an a kite shaped track for the merchant of his town and then
smother a wild-cyed desire to jam his hell box dosrn imto his vermiform appendix
when he refuses to pay for the adverrisement, He must give Jong primer always
and tmunt be satisfied with solid agare in revoem, He must see his eizculstion drop
iot0 cuin and decay ar ge: licked for elling the croth. e s concaly eveen
the Scylla of bankruprey and Charybidia of a “swoup. He musc print acres of
<hurch announcements witkoon money and without price, and then be 1old that
his chance for salvatian is tot warth 3 small pica em. He must pick up and
curty and serub and groam and boost the palitician intp pawer and then submit
10 his éxchanging plums far little words. of kindness from cival newspapers. He
Mo shout double lraded aver the meworic display of genius in. the amaseur
theaical and then when the pusiipares fil o pay for thie pufs male 3

Wisrionic effort to keep from saying that theic abilivy is on a par with bis piste
Por. He must know how to caricature a fault, crystalioe 2 virtue of cauterize
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chump. He must know where to talie hold and swhen ta let ga. And then when
he gocs to that land where na “scoops” ate ever served, when the “far” whes are
all ‘ap, the strings measured and eashed in, when his kife has gone out in the
work wehich burn the candle at bath ends, he will drop aside uanoticed and
wnsung, and the commaunity for which he gave his tail without eint will mor
evcn mark the aeglected spot with the heathen benediction of 1 headstone, They
could not repay him in sum or kiod with all the goldon glories of the New
Terugalem,

Tt s 1oo long astory to enter upan the individual characteristics of th press of
Oklahoa, Gor 313 newspapers and publications contain the wisdom of the sges
with the dash and vigor of the times. But even this poor mention would be mare
sy incomiplete did 1 not pavse long enaugh to speak the darre of him who
lead wher we might follow, wha blazed the path of Oklaharsa jouraalitrn and
eatly gave up bis Jife in the work. Where dust was miagled with the 3oil and
sunshine of this wcritory who was first to camie aod seonest (o go—wha wat firsc
oo 1ell the beauties of the Jand of the fair God 2nd who 1old thens 19 no orher
can, and shie seiocation will leng. hotd i ender sevcccnce he mame of lian
W. Reynolds, the “Kicking Bird"!

e rollaa billowy wealth of affcetion inco bit waking houes, and steals upen him,
35 he akeept and teapt bave him, glad to rain its gold into his dreams.

An 10 e go, e1ch our saparate way, evalving the history which we make, in
which we mingle and of which we forta 3 parr. We can but write the prefice.
We can only Jay the concr-sone of the cdifice. But when our pencils are worm.
avvay 1o the Gp, When our copy it 2l in, when 3" is called, may they who are to
follaw sy of us thit we played aoe many pare unselfishly and erithout com-
Phaien, aoud the work was well begun.

A REMINDER OF INDIAN ‘TERRITORY DAYS ON THE
SANTA FE RIGHT-OF-'WAY NEAR EDMOND

The following now from Mike Gerald of Edmond points aut a historical
site showing a navked date of 1895 beside the Santa Fe Railroad track, with
me history of this cegion. when it was il Indian Territary

1 Widnn W, Reynuld, sell Anown s cocpanden S the e York Tribuse sod cther

Kioma ckisf, Kicking Bird. Reynolds adogied the narae and became besher knaoen unike tha
om de plume—"Ficking Dird"—s » rite than under bis awn name, ¢ champinned
<ato o the Boomcry” ane the opeaing of O3d Oklahuma in 1985, A fow difs aler the open
g, b el e i Bt 30 ot s EdoidSan i 2 few e, Reyehls
Oklsboms Teriiony 0

August 5, 180, bun died before the ot eamsontd i oyt
e
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o Nore Worthy of Remembering

Teave viathe Santa Fe Railroad tracks sourh fretn Edmotul 1o Oklshetna Ciry
has become an almost indisunguishable jaunt theeugh a scantered wee il tuburb.
Filmend began to lose s distinct identity from. the Okdahoma stace capitc]
yeart ago.

However, teaveling by foot, an Oklshoma historlan would hase to hike only
a cauple of miles from the Edmond depot 10 tncounier the sakemn emaants oot
of carly OKlshoma but of Tndian Territory before the famed Jand run of 9851

Upon first indicatien of the site, one would acknowledge only 3 pensive lilac
trush sraddling 3 barbed wire fence whrich borders the west side of the track.
Drawing nearer, the hiker may distinguish that a fence post cmerging From the
e bush i actually 2 crudely-fashioncd <ross kesping sscred and selitary vigh
avet twg weathered mounds of dirt, Only on closs <xamination dacs one rralize
that these mownds are graves and that they ace over 86 yars old:

Bath graves are marked, Letters sceatched upon 2 stone slab read:

FRANK
MOSIER
e
o0 17, 186
wb3i

A sall iren eroas ecards only "Willic Davis™ na the oiher grave.

Sana Fe wrackmen over the years had kepn up the graves somewhat and had
appacendy planed the lil= bush 10 shade them. I was 191 when trackman
F. L. Tanner of Ralston firm saw the graves, Bot it wasn's until 1950 that be was
assigned 1a maintain tha woction of track which he did el his retirement in
Ie was dyring this period that Tanner took upon himself the responsi-
Likity of wending the grawes, “There had ben changes in the track forces and
They did not scrm ta care about the graves, & T tack sver the maintenance of
them, which Tgid for the neat 15 years.” Tannes recalled,

Originally, there was #lso 8 headstone macking Willic Davis’ grave listiog his
282 at 14, Tanner wndersiond from “oldvimers™ however, ehat & Cathalic pries
had come 1o Bdmond many years cadier searching for 2 missing younger
brother. “The priest found his brother, Willic Davis, and replaced the stone
marker with 3 mone permanent iron cross which he fashiancd with twe iron
spakes from a wagon wheel,

Ot tales of old timers have it that vhe men’s deaths resulted from a fight in
the teack consiruerin camp, The date, 1886, is reasenable since the canstruction
ol the track was begun in B85 and completed in 1887, Howeves, other rumers
i the two svere vietims of 2 fever which seepe the camp. It is unlikely that the
Yiue oy will eves be kv,

Shardy before Tanner recited to Ralson, he crected the wooden erow, seraped
the ground around the graves, eut baek Bushes from the headstone and rave
Marker and poad weed hiller over che ares,
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“Shortly after | had cleaned thems up the last time, some vandals came there
andl dug out the headstones avd dugs about halfvay down inta o of the graves
when, apparcitly they sere Frightencd wway,” Tanner recarded.

i certainly hikely that theat graves will suffer futre atacks of vandalism
sect Bt ta maintain aned presarve tham. They ase, indeed,

Laary duth betore the rin of

an omasual cemaan of p Ihiaary dug three ¥

In Tanner's awn words, “It seems e tone than right that men wha dicd while
puilding the sailrasd shenld have the caurtesy of having theic graves cared for.”

RECENT EVENTS AT THE WOLINDED KNEE IN 1973 RECALL THE
BITTERNESS OF THE THALL OF TEARS, 140 YEARS AGO

Indian wragedy described in a picee titled “Fate of the Indians” that was
quoted in. Toren's Fowrth Reader in 1847, has been received by the Editorial
Oifice of The CAvonivles through the intcrest of the Reverend Vernon A.
Pendleton, Enid, Oklshoma. Mr. Pendlevon gives the souree of this descrip-
don rehating to Indian history: "Quoted froim Town's Fourth Reader, by
Salem Tuwa; Publishers: Phinney & Co., Buffako: Sanborn & Carter, Port-
Tand; 1843; In the Cleck's office of the Bistrict Court of the State of Maine;
Pages g0, g2."

M. Peadleton offers his own comments on the Indian tragedy portrayed:
It is the first almost contemporary deseripaion | have evec sten of ‘The
ail of Tears" It appears in Town's Faarth Reader, 1847, No authar is
listed for the sory, s | asmume thar the editor of the book, Sefem Tows,
wrote ir. The information is given in the arcicle. This book is in my collec
tion.” (Letter 10 Mr. George Shirk, April g, w073, from Yernon A, Pendle-
wn, Superinendent of Missions, Perry Eaptist Association, First National
Rank Building, Enid, Oklahoma.)

Fatoof thela
e e e e .

& There is, indeed, In the fate of these unfortanate beings much to awaken
our sympathy, and tasch 1o disturbs the wbricty of our Judgmeot; much which.
ay be urged to excuse their awn strocities; much which may be urged to exeuse
us inta an involuntaty sdmication, What can be mere melanchaly than their
history? By a law of thelv nature, they soer destined to a slow, but sure extine
tian. Evecywhete at the sppecach of the white man, they fade amay.

2. We hear the rustling of theiv footsteps. like that of the withered leaves of
“Utumn, and they arc gone Sarcver. They pats mournfully by us, and they returo
"9 mare. Tovo centurits ago. the smake of their wigwacas and the res of tieir
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i every valloy, brom Hudeon's By ta the Easthet Florids, fram the
ippi aod the lakes,

3. The thaurs of victery and the war-dance rang theengh the mounting and
the glades. The thick artows and the deadly wmahawk whisled through the
Sorerrs; and the huniec't 1eace and the dack enca praent starded the wild beats
in their kaire. The warsiors tcood forth in their glary. The young lisieacd to the
sengs of other days. The mothers played with their infants, and gazed on the
sctme with warm hopes of the fucute, The aged sat devwn: bue they wept not,

4 They shaould soon be at rest in faiter regions, where the Great Spirit dwelt
in 2 home prepared For the brave, beyend the wastern skics, Braver men never
Vived; uer men v decw e bow. They bad coucgs, and o, and
, and perscvetance, beyond mest of the human race, They shrank from
o dangern nabey feared ne Eardships,

5. IFthey had the vices of savage ife, hey bad the virtues alea, They were trac
to thelr conntry, their friends, and their homes. If they forgave oot injury,
neither did they forget kindncss. JF thelr vengeance was terrible, their Relelity
and gencroslty were nnconguerable also. Their love, like their hate, siapped not
on this side of the grave.

6. But where are they? Where are the villages, and warricrs, and youth; the
sacherma and the tribee; the huntera and thele famifica? They bave perithed. They
e censumed. The waning pealence bas nat alone done the mighty work. Ne;
not famine, o war, There has been a mighticr power, a mocal canker, which
bath et int i hestore; 2 plagc ich the touch o th whic man

gering ruin.
. The winds ef e Adlssis o ot vingle vgion which they may now <all
e aw#. Alreidy,the |att fsabbe rem maste af the race are prepariag for thei
fourney beyond the Mississippi. | s thers leave their miserable homes, the aged
the helplezs, the Wt anid the svareiors, "lew and faint, yet fearless still.”

B. The athes are cold om their native hearths, The smake no longer curls round
theie lowly cakins, They mové on with 3 slow, unsteudy step. The white man Js
upan their heals for terrar or despatch; bt they heed him not. They turn to ke
4 Lt look of theic derted villages. They cast 4 last ghance upon the graves of
theis fathers. They shed no tears; they wter no cries; they heave no grosms

9. There is something in their hearts which passes speech. There is something
in their looks, ot of vengeance or submissian, bat of hard necessity, which
stifls both; which chokes all utterance; which has no aim or method. Ttis coursge
shsorbed in despair. They linger but for a moment, Their look is onward. They
have pussed the Fatal stream. I shall mever be repasead by them; no nover, Yet
ther ey na et usond them 1 impasable il They know o f ht
there s for them still onc remore farther not distant, nor unsewa. I st the
genoral burial ground of the race.




