TWO LETTERS FROM FINE RIDGE MISSION
By Blisabesh H. Hunt®

These lewers, poscrmarked respectively February a8, rhsz and Augus 36,
1841, Fort Towson, in the Choctaw Nation, Indian Tereitory, were both
wiiwten by Elecwa May Kingabury (Mrs. Cyrus Kingsbury) from Fine
Ridge, neac Fort Towson, to Mrs. Eliza Abert Wright, an old friend [rom
the former Mayhew Mission in Mississipgi, which had been cnablizhed by
Mr. Kingsbucy in 1831, The fist is addressed 1o her at Pickensuille, Ala-
bania; the sccond ta her at Columbus, Mississipgi, <are of Gharles Abes,
uire.

Electa May was Cyrus Kingsbury's sceond wie, having marcied bim at
Maybesw in i8zg. They came out v Oklshoma wich the Hotchkins and
Aléred Wrighss at lcast by 7835, though appareadly from his autobiagraphy
Cyrus spent some time with the Osage before excablishing Pine Ricdge
Mission in 1835, I an anicte on the "Diary of Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury,” Dr.
W, B, Merrison deseribed the location of Pine Ridge Mision thos:' “Kings-
bury's hortie, and the headquarcers of the mission, was exablished 1t Pinc
Ridge, near old For Towson, a few miles from Doaksvitle, long the
Chottaw capital” In ancther article by Dr, Morricon, he wrote that Doaks-
ville sprang up a mile west of the Fort, and Fine Ridge was twe miles west
of the Forc, He says further, "the presence of that prince of carly mission-
aries, Dr, Cyrus Kingsbury, almost under the shadow of the Fort from
1835 1 che clee o it hiskry (1854}, may have bad sometbing w de with
its unusual moral recard. ™
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‘THE CHRONICLES OF OKLAHOMA

Eliz Abert was born in Shepherdstown, Vicginia (now in Wes Vi
ginia} in 1754 She came ta Columbus, Mississippi tn 383 with ber sisier
and brothesin-taw, Julict {Abert) and Jobn Raser, a Guaker mercha,
They were Fatlowed in 1825 by a brother, Gharles Abert, and his wite Jane
Bucgess. In 114 Eliza had marcied Columbus® Arsv doctor, Bartley Cox
Barry, but ic lived less than 2 year therealer, and they had no children,

Later she married David Wright, a mistionary o the Chostaws, who bad
come 1o Mississippi from New England, He had brought his wite, the
former Lucinda Washburn, and they had one child, Lauca Emily, born in
182 at Maybew Wission, Lucinds died in 1826, and in ey David married
the widow Eliza Abert Barry, who thus became Laura's muchbeloved
sscp-mather,

When the Choctaws were removed fram Mississippi in 1B32 the Kings.
bucys, Alfred Wrights, and Byingtons came with them, or soon aker, 1o
what is now Oldahoma. Mayhew Missian was clased down. David Wrighe
remaincd in Mississippi as paster of the Presbyeerian Church hehad helped
found in Columbus. He and Eliza had anly one child who lived beyond
infancy, James William Abere Wright, known as “Willic,” barn in 1834,
They “raised" aot only Laura and Willic bux Mary Efiza Raser, davghter
of Juliet and Jahn Rasér who both died when she wasa baby, David died in
Columbusin 1840 and is buried there. Then Eliza 1aughy for a while, chiefly
rausie, ia a school <ondused by their fricnds the Reverend and Ms. Glad-
rey, in Pickenssille, Alabama, which explains why one of thest leticrs is
addresied to ber thece. By 1844, though, the was back in Columbus living
with various sehaives, Laura had been seot s che age of thirieen to Wash
uzs relatives in New England ta be educared.

Eliza spent her List years at Belmant, Lawndes County, Misissippi, the
home of another sister, Lawisa Pinckney Abert Neilson (Mrs, William
‘Walker Neilson), and died there in 1868, Tt was in this ol houst that these
Letters were found and preserved by che latc Mis Sarsh Dandridge Neilsan,
They, among many octher family letcers, were bequeathed «o her nicce
Elieabeth Hale Huns of Oklahoraa Gity. Eliza, by the way, was a siswe of
John Fames Abert (7788-3863) who was the first head of the United States
Topegraphical Snrvcy, and suot of James William Abert (1820-18g7) who
was in coramand of the US. Army exploving expedition in Oklahoma in
1645, The keveers arc ax follows, with paragraphing for dlearncus:

(Letser from Electa May Kingsbary {Mrs. Cyrus). dddressed to Mrs. Elize
Wright, Fickensville, Alsbormo, Pacimerked “Fors Towron, Ark. Feb. 33
Nowd on cover. in Eiiva’s ariting, “Mre. Kingsbury, rec'd Muck 1843



LET'TERS FROM PINE RIDGE
Pine Ridge Febr. 1842

My dear sistex Wright

Although T huve just left my school and huve many things 1o wibich 1 must see
Jhis evening yet | am determioed to neghect no bonger 1o nswer your kind and
ectionate ltter which was received Tong sitcé—but could yai see how my tme
hos beem occupied the twelve month past— lwuw yau wauld nat blume me for
st werting you betor this.

Mr. Kingsbury lclt us yesterday o go to Br. Byington's 5a miles cast of this
place? for u poung Lady whom me hops to reide in our famly & take shrarge of
the schoal. with the help I have in the kitchen, | find my task 100 bard—1 wat
plad to Tras you was engaged in teaching as I think you will nst sanfins ymi
fnaruction entirely to music—0 how 2 should rejoice to s nnd convére with
yon—what changes bas taken place among our friends in C— —and that dear
Family whost goodness 1o largely shared, whete are they P—those o hospitable
dwellings oppesite euch other where our family <njoyed 5o many phakiht houcs—
who occupics them? O horw true that the places that knew us will ioen knaw s
p mare. Some dear precious farnilics are il eft, T trust.

No ane takts the trouble to write me From that place—Do bt to good 21 10
werike ax koo 53 you et this, | want 1o know all abaut you and the déar set—and
where is Laura® and Mary Eliza* mow—I hope they are preparing for preat
wsefulriess. O shall I ever see any ane of those much loved [ends again,

W bare pest cruse for grotitude to God for his goodae in bisssing the
iboure of his servanis—the year past bas ben we teust the beginning of daya with
g of this peopls,

25th, My deas sister, this bas been by me 1 days. T have not had time to fnish
it and fear you cannot read what | have writtea, Mr. K. returned this week with
Miss Arms® s spprars well—has boea at the same schaol with Laura and gives
et & very pood charaster whers s dear Mary Eliza now—Miss Claogh® 1 think
Vaurote you maried Mr. Wall and Tives very comfortable, Miss Burnham? living
by hcreclf a8 she used ta do st Tbchubbeha® Br. and sister Wright®® are in wsual
health ndl deing good. Miss Ker! a single Jady from 8. &. who lives there as

2 a1 Enplesm,

* Laura Emily Wight, Eliza n rirp-daughbier. She was to be graduated iram Mount Holyake
Frmale Seminary i a For thoatba,

¥ Mary Elizs Raer, Eliza's Siewe

*Miis Harrel Arms—T il MeMilan, "Wornea Tadhen io Okbboms 16a0-c80,” The
Clmiieg of Gdiatoma, Ve, KHVIL, Ho. 7 (Sorine 1943}, i 28, Horeaiter rebred @ as
“Weanen Teachens.”
1 Heid pe 19 Miss Funier Cluaigh, marice. Neah Wl L 1836,

¥ Ui, 18, Mtim Amna Busnham, ebo hsd slas wught ac Mashew Miskiod ia Misiaipph
wd.u_:‘x;‘-nm with the Allred Fright.

ubliahs™ i ot Tusrd in Geotge Shik's Odfakoma Bece Names, nor in aop Hie we
Rave oo of Chacuaw missiseu in Claboms. st Missseippi.

19 Ally o and Fariel Wrighe, Whedtack Mimion.

1 Miss $arah Koer,—Eatiel McMillan, " Woamen Teachen,” p. Je.



THE CHAONICLES OF OKLAHOMA

teacher is ot wel] ynable w continue her scheol. Mr, Olmatrad!? and wilc why
are teachers live 5 miles foom them—Br- & siner Brington 30 milet from e,
W I xhey aze mow in health—Lury has gane to Marictta' they have anly one
ehild with them. Cal. Felsom!® lives | mile from us—has cecently buried & very
prarising sen 28 years old—the Celanel mateied o younyg wile and kax one
young chid—the peoplr: in this neighbarhuod have built a mecring house which
i esmfartable Mr. K. preaches in it & a1 the Faeeabour half the time.

We have but 5 few prafsiors of eeligion new at the Fart—he companies are
aften chan

1 odven think of your dar sister Abert"'—sister Barry,'? siner Hand and their
Tsmilies—and long t hesr from them all it would do me good to get  leter fram
sarse of them—dear sister Craven wai very kind in writing cven when she was

wrwell. How is Mr, Craven—C msy the Lord give him peace and 1 right
mind.

W have enjoped good hralth the year past. Not one Sabbath has Mr. K. been
faid asicle feam his tabour—but our days may be fow and perheps ace almose
Bnished, 0 may we be found ready. My only sister died last June in Hartford,
Conn. T hope we may ll profit by sur wrisls and if we arc what we profs to
they will prove birsings in disguiz, Remember me affoctionatly w the dear
Eamily with whom yaw reside, Docs wligion prosper areund you? and christians
awake to their duty and fecl thaw they have much 1o do for the salvation of souls?
1¥ 30, rmay the Lard bloss you in all your lsbour of love, There is much w be done
in this sarld of sin and sarmw; and have we nor daily and heurly evidenee
wuhm and withaut that the heare is deceitful above sl things and desperately

leleed.

[ tmy nat angwering his very welcame leteer ar this Gme,
T dohope 1o hase leisim 1o wrive you 3 more intelligle (sic) lener as ssan as | can
heae fram you. Tt i quits a change for you after having charge af  family so long.
o 10 be with anly the <are of yovr little son—but it is just like this world. Da
tell me about M. and Mrs. Lewis [ hear nodving from them of late.—Do you ever
bear anpehing of Gen, Mead—ludge Perking and family—Mr. Kingsbory is very
much sccupicd thi morning or he woult writs a lige in this—he desires a kind
remembrance to sister who he still loves,

When you see Columbus Friends da beg some of them 1 write me—] wank
them il to remember me and pray thae T may be more faithful & ar last may we
meet and praise God in Heaven.

Your sisier as ever,
E. M. Kingupusy

12 [ared ard. Julia Olmatesd—Ser "Gur Fiost s:rw\s i the Chocaw Nasian,” in T
iz, Vol, V1, wur Jo :r= 1328).p.

‘s daughter. The mere [
dly wens back, there.—Byingtan Lelbors, copiss ol MatusFn in ou.r.m, iin fackive:
Val.32, 5 Bad.




LETTERS FROM PINE RIDGE

{ Lutter frome Electa May Kingsbury (Mrs. Cprus). Addresied to Mrs. E. A.
Wright, care of Chas, Abers, Esqu,, Columbur, Mirt, Postmarked “Fort
Towian, Ark., dug. 26" Nated on covcr, in Elisd's writing, "1844 Colam-
bus,and Rec'd: Sep.7 11.7)

Fine Ridge Aug. 1944

My dear slstes Wright—

It is oW two weeks since our schoad closed & with that some of my numeraus
cares but | have pot a5 yet swritten a letier to one friend. This . M. being more
than wsual slone | determined on once mare taking my pen, & | 1oon devermined
yaur long meglected letter should receive the first stentian—But ahas I have so
uiach | want to say | know ot sthere to begin, what would I give to sce you—
why pot take a trip this sway | can assure you of s hearty welcome at Fine Ridge—
¢ well a5 with many others, Sister Hoichkin® has just left here—ber husband
has gone 1o the sast lter more trachers—I srish we had your drar Laura'® with
us we are in want of another teacher—] suppose she is very pleasandly engaged
with Miss Williams*"—God is good truly in sparing some of aur dear friends to
ws—swe love to think of thern, if we cannal see them. Dear sister Abert and many
cthers in Columbus ars stll doing good & swalking in that path which will grow
brighter & brighter | trust well my dear sisters inerease mare & more in the srork
of the Lord: pot on the whole armour of God & Aght manfully for him who bled
and died that guly sinnees might live.

1 kang 1o hear homw the Lard is prospesing you ord your dear son Willey™'—
o let e hear a5 soom a5 possible from pwu—everything that concerns will in-
terst your sister K., the same o5 ever. Our family has comsicted of about 4 the
last term 30 girls this you krosw is no small care Sl very such want same
Woman 1 azist me learning the pirls to work, T have wished For youe skill in
housel.ceping.

Br. & sister Byington have recertly a litle son added o their family—this is
very atifying to them,—Sister Burnham is in comfortable health but has not

*4Col. D Folsam, 13911 £,

2%brs. Charkes Absem, Columbus, Miasuignd, Fljes's dince-inlaw,

42 Prpbsbly either Mirs. Richard Fary e hirs. Willum & Barry. There were seveeal Baerys i
olumbup. ot tha time, eelacives of Tliza's Rrs. husband, D, Raribey Cex

M Blilens Hoichkin {

b sinee IUIIMM Trer
rom S ulfic] &mnrnl:ul “w Fnl:rlhnli:, AI:I-m: Nav,
E’ﬁ;'\uh. Mdisalsipd e Pl:h:l\lnlk. Alabama, Sepc. 9, 18q3 {in Elizabest
51 Fancs William Aber, Wrighi, naw sen yeaes o age.
52 hity, Rinmbomy's ~family " incleled guls 24 Chu-Warla Fomake Seoutary, actording
. Sagre Harr * i, Reptinted wih 2nnoiations
ned cdiued by Gazalyn Furcman, The Chromicter of Offshoms, Yal. X, Na. 1 {Sepsember 15331,
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engraged in s school this year—it is thought she ia too feeble for such employment
she has been keeping hoss for Mr. Copeland® this summer. I bacdly kuosr
wheze she will yeside mow

Br. i sistet Wright are in wsval health.—The astonsion of this people it very
much ealled o sehool & they ané mahiag great extrtions for the siting poneration,
—iFthe Gotpel may also be estinated aczording 1o its value they will surely be g
protperous peaple but here chere i reat dangei—Tn some pan of the nation
ther is at prezent mare seriontoess than usnal and 1t 1 Late mecdng 14 (F) were
1ddod to the church, Mr. Kingibuey has new gone West an 3 preaching tone 99
miles—I expert when he senurns be may bring with him che Jinde son sisier Wall
Teft far me o charge of—he i< how in 3 situation 1o bt traioed for wickedozse—
and when we reflctan the missonary labor tha deac sisier performed before her
marriage we eannt fee] conented to bet the Linle orphan Live where be is now—~[
feel it to be quite: 3 charge t take hiti—bu ) how precicus the sweet promiss
“23chp day it 1 shall thy strengah be'—but dury does not cal] us to ke mote on.
usthan we can bear—and sonctiones | think we may err in this—

Qur aan feh™ is now with us—I know mot what be will coodude 1o do—
Cyrus™ is tll i Ohio attending <o the study of medicine—our dear Hurrict®
has gone:a visicto the Cherokes Nation her heulth was not good when she leit but
e ¢ st e pining, W hopeshe wil b bl o comreace oo again

o cat o cilden youth is a great charge [ fee] vory inadequate for the
duies develving o me—tan yeu toll me how to learn <hildren to govern thec:
selves and what i the bt mode of discipline—wie have bad under cur esre
children fie 7 to 10 yeacs of agé—many of them orphans—] think peur dear
W— i1 3 great comfort 1o You truly. Do you tver soe Mr. & Mes, Lewis? Wehear
very seldom [rom them, Do the people in C—"" think o3 wuch & ever abou
theit eanhly inheritanse—the more we have of this world the grester et obligs-
ton 1o do for the good of other—temporal & spicitual—whea fmuch s gve
mach will be required. Whlmissing] then should st covet moee talenss 1o
impard  Thlrkting] couney i now ke us by a1 any ot of the south-
Thece & a Mc, Walton about here from Mi— who says he is scquainied with
some of our fricods in C— I bape to see him and make some rioré inquiries

mysdl.
s Mr. & Mrs. Prentis ot Colurmbus | svas with them a day or rova but know net
who {sic) they and that dear son of sister Abert's T was truly rejpiced to-seo—t.

3 Rex. Chirles C. Copeland, mha terved as 2 misionary in this feld from
deah i 186y, Sex Nalalie Murrison Diendaan, “Missiocs aud Msionacies of
Church, US.. Amang e Choctaws, 195-1005," The Chvonicks of Ohfehome, Vol, THLY.

2
Joba 7, Kidmabiry, Conu’ ot Byingon Laners, Vo, 1
2 csra Kby 1. Bpingon Leery Vol 1. 78
¥ Frebly s Harie e —Sce fotne: 4, sore
* Calirobus, Misissippi.

2wkl hit
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did hope my dear Laura waold bave writtea me befors this & told me all about
he frisnd in. C— 5o request her to do 5o o,

Have they a good misister wha i ready at all times to-feee] them with the beead
of lie. I de long t hear all about you 2nd all dear friends und the cacse of Cheist
inthat part of the world. [ hope christizns are awske and are puning (b their
efforts 1 advance that canse which unght ever to lie ness anr heans Pray for o
say dear sitter a0d do ket me know wbere yer ate & what you are deiog—Please
femember me very affectlazanely w 2l ériends—1s Cape. Nelon® sill in C— [
hope e deae st s doing s o

1 other dutles did oot call my artenuion every nock and corner of this dheet
should be fillod—but [ must stop romezushere—and may the God be with yon asd
Mess you & yours— Wiite soon to your tister

Euscra

(O back of coser:]

How i Mr. Burrys famwiby 1 can almast imagine myself with them wespiog

sejoicing together—Sister Hand alo—yes [ilkgible] othecs . . . well let us pray

tha we may all be true frieads {. .. .| Randolph Shaffec & son.
Liked Moscleys funcral serman

75 Should be Capiain Neilrow, busbard of Elie='s sister Louisa P. Abert



