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HENRY C. HITCH AND HIS TIMES
By Roy P. Stewart *

The high plains country has a life all its own. Nature has
been both kind and cruel to it, at times avenh tapricions, while
the sil into which its peaple are anchored hes nurtured folk
just & litle bit different in some weys then their fellow
Oklahomans.

The Panhandle country is ehanged in many ways since it
was called "No ‘s Land,” for it haa benefitted from rapid
advances in agricultural and livestack Lechnology, some
industry, and all the comforts of personal living that offeet
pericdic blaste of winter winds and the aearing, LisUess days of
late summer.

Into the legally unclaimed country in 1854, & mother with
her infant son returned to & tanch holding xlong Coldwater
Creelr, twelve miles southenst of where Guymen, in Texas
County, now stands as the middle of three counties created ac
statehood, twenLy-three years later. There were no doctors
there then. She had been driven 140 miles by buckboard to
Diodge City, Kensas, Lo Luke o train to Springfield. Missour, to
be wich hor mother at the Lime of her third child's birth.

The child, Henry Charles Hitch, Senior, grew vp on the
Plaine, his character built by hard working, religious parents,
James Kerrick Hitch and Mary Wastmoreland Hitch. His
ranching knowledge and business seumen daveloped from age
nine, and stabug of a full hand on Lhe renge at fourtaen. His love
for the land and a leeling of responsibility for ils care was so
nurtured that he could pass it on to two more generations. He

“Hoy I'. Suewsrt is the authar of The Counrey oy Horn Book (12381, and is
well known for hix cohmn, “The Crunkry Bay” which nppearcd in

fa) for muny yeurs. The muterinl used for this sriicle mppesting in
Tho Chronicles came Irom pmuﬂ interviews with €. Hileh and his
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wes B product of bis amily background and of his ara in time,
Henry Hitch was very close to his father and later he was Lhe
seme with his own son, Henry lft much of the lamily history
for James Hitch's deacendents through meny pencilled or
dictated notes.

In Henry Hitch's eighty yesrs before his death in 1967, his
life covered only & short period in Time, yet his life spanned
much of what wes crude in Dioneer life over until today when
computers decide cattle feeding rations and pump water from
the shellow subsurface. This weter ia tha mest precious gilt of
the Permien besin for it Lurns the semiurid high Plains Lo
living green,

Drouth and deprassed warkets, sided by near Fnancial
panics in the eustern money merts, brake Henry Hitch twice.
Once he bought yeerling steers for 5100 @ head and held them
three yesrs, waiting for & market, cnly to sell them for S5,
“And | wes glad ta get that Lo, " he said later.

Henry was a man of the Pleins, n term thet beceme a title of
respect given by <erly residents of this region. The country
developed him and he eided much in the Penhandle’s
development just aa his fathar and othets of the two parental
families had done on the [rontier. From his quiet, reserved
nature, autsiders would never have known the depth of hig
Feeling for the land thet hes passed so easily to his children and
grandchildren.

Hiz formal eduratian wes high achoal with a short Lime el o
business scheol. But his cultural attainment came from reading
that rated him at past-college level. He hed a book callector'a
zeal for Lincoln steries, for Western Americana, for history and
econontics. He acquired a fine library over the years and resd
every volume studiously. From reading of the Far North, he
had drems of vieiting there and in the later part of his life, he
traveled in Alaska several limes. e was deawn Lo the works of
imaginative people. illustrated by o wverae thal has the
simplicity of ancient Chinese style, from which he Lked to
quote:




FHerry C. Hiteh and His Times ar

Beyond the buttemut, beyand the mapho;
‘Beyund the white pine and the rid —
Boyond even rike white dind yeliow birehos
There Een a faad, and in tAat land
The shadowe fall cRmaoR aerocs the anat,

His hxblll:ll Iumwledge and religious natore found
range fife 29 he

1S80E0 LO
knew it. wlm:h he 2ant Lo Lh! writarin 1968

sﬁ-mnaduyc when Lot and Abram
it ehe Jaran range in halues,
.r..mpx..mnm,wm woudn't fight.
bern a taxt of hattls

Still are useful os o anguage on the range.

The story of the Hitch family (8 tha story of & moat
interesting period in America and certainly of cur negion.
Overall it is a suceesa story, with elements that are p bit
different from that of some families, although in the High
Pluina there nre others who came through difficult years when
only (he hardy and determined survived.

The sncesters of the Hitch family came to America in the
18th Century. settling in Maryland and Virginia. The
Fanhandle Hitches descend [rom Eliss Hitch, wha wes born in
Blount County, Tenneasee, in 1783, He married Nancy Kerrick
in 1812. James K. Hitch, Hanry's father, was born in Tennessee
in 1856, By 1875, lollowing the strenucus times of past-wer
recanstruction, alfaire of the family were in the hard serabbls
slage,

James, at 19, felt the lure of moving west like s0 many
others in his day. An aunt, who had friends in Missewr,
adlvised him to go west Lo find work. From che lamily savings in
an earthen pat. James ok $10 in coins. Using some of the
Money for Iransportation ahd some for food, James went as far
as he could toward Missouri. When his money ran out ke
warked 3t anyehing available for a few days. He reached
Springfield and got a job us a helper in a wagon lactory.

When Henry Westmorelond. o prosperous farmer, came
around looking for a willing worker, James' employer
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APt frum Hiteh Family Callasson)

MRA. AND MRES. JAMES H. HITCH

Farly photagraph af the parens of Heary Hitch, with twa of their childnen.
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recommended him znd Westmoreland hired the young man.
Perbups he wag nol surprised four years later. in early 1879,
when his daughter. Mery, and James were married. because by
1ien the young man was accepted and wes more than a hired
hand.

A year later with his own savings and with a laan from
‘Westmoraland, James was made a portner in an enterpriss
typicel of tha Liraes, With his father-in-law and bis son, William
Westmoreland, James entered a partnership to treil some 1,000
cows, mastly Durham, to cpen range in Western Hansas to
begin a new lite. Kensas in 1678 wes slowly becoming settled
but its herd laws were not yet perfected ny they later were.
Barbed wire wag still little more than a carget of more than 100
patent inftingement suits back east. The trio with some help
wrailed the herd of catctle wast and stopped for a time near
Medicine Lodge. Later, they moved Lhe cattle on west to Meade
County on Crooked Crosk, than sill later to Seward County an
the Dry Cimarron some miles northwest of Liberal. That
became the initial rangeland.

In 1884, five years later, James Hitch moved on down to the
Coldwater in what is naw Texas County, Oklaboma. in whase
broad expanse of 1,309,580 acres there are even in 1972 less
then elght persons per square mile. Thers wis no private
ownership. There was no law. The first man took whet land he
found without squatlers along streama, net only for the water
and wood, but becuuse on the benches of streams there was lush
grass. Thete was an unwritten law that, you could claim grass
halt-way Lo the next water. Sparser grass on uplands was
almost ignored, To discourage athers, Jamea built a few one-
Toom soddies in the sress, using strips of native grass sod, 12
inches thick, 12 inches wide and 1.1 /% feet long. for the walls.
Planks were bent ovet o law ridge pole, with just enovgh fall to
draib with 2 by 4 inch scantling st the edge to hold back mare
layers of sod for the rool. A paste of gypsam, pounded out from
that mineral eusily evailable in the hills, wes used t rough
blaster the ihside of the house. There was na problem of
FraTaing windews. There were not any. There was a 60-faot well,
dug by hand. The two-room soddy was thus built.as 4 home for
the farnily, James and Mary with the children, Della, Josephine
and e baby. Henry {George to come aking 8 bit later),
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“In 1388, my mother wrote Lo the Methadist Mission
Boerd,” Henry observed years later, hoMing 8 copy of her
letter." She esked for help in getting a minister, writing that we
tived 140 miles from the railroad and needed some spiritual
help. The next year & young man answercd that call and became
a circuit rider. The firse service far the area was in our house,
We were (ke first children baptized. Tha preacher lived with
e

Jumes Hitch cut hackberry tress along the creck to make
cattle pens, tying the rails with thongs of wel rawhide, which
‘became steel Light gs they dried. Until he becama one of the
1irst o raise slfelia along cresk boltoms, Lha caltle had nothing
Dut grass and, in wintar, netive hay, which the young Henry
got five cants o day for stomping down on the wagon's hay
rack, and atop the stack where it was piled near a corral,

When the railroad pushed on and Liberal became the end of
the track about fifty milka away, James traded there lfor
foodstults and other supplies. He did not arrive with an empty
wagon. There were piks of buffalo bones on the preiric whare
hundreds had been slaughtered lor thair hides. The bones had &
valua of $5.00 Lo 36.00 u Loh back east where they were made
to lertilizer. James Hitch stocked his No Men's Land renge
primarily with Texas and Mexican cattle, typical Longhorns, at
§7 each for steers and $15 each for yearling heifers in times of
drouth. He bred up the cow progeny by using purebred
Heareford bulls.

The country was hecoming more “civilized.” A school was
saeeed on che Hitch ranch, which scon covered about seven
square miles, hallway Lo the Beaver [rom Coldwater Craek. An
ubandanes] sod elaim shack wag used first, then 12 by 14 foal
shack char Harry Reese had left, as a subscription school.
‘Watts Adams’ claim sheck was the next ane, more nearly equal
distance for the faw families Lhat used it Tor sevaral yoars until
1835. Two winters later, Mrs. Hitch took her children to Liberal
for school

A few “lowns" were starled, usually a genersl store and
past office. Ln the region. One was Lavrock, north of the Beaver.
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Another, some Lhree miles below Hitch ranch headquarters on
tha Coldwater, was Eubank, the second of the two places. C. A,
Booth tock over the Eubank buildings end served as
pestmaster here until Guymon was established. Mail for the
area went from Liberal to Hardesty three times a week, first
carried by a man named Finch in a two-wheeled cart end later
by an old cowboy, Allen Walker. From Hardesty the meil was.
taken to Eubank, Latsr, tha ranil was taken to Roy, thres miles
upstream from the Hitch home. Roy was a siation opecsted by
T. J. Creel until 1896 Mrs. Charles Westmoreland aftarward
ran this post office for a spall and se did Mrs. James Hilch.

Since they had driven their herds of thrse-year-cld steers
First to Dodge Cily and than the shorter distence to Liberal,
Kangrs, for several years, James Hiteh and his nelghbors were
glad to see the Rock laland extend rails seven miles from
Liberal to Oid Tyrone, on the south side of the Kensas line,
Kansens were fretful about “tick fever.” Only cattle were
shipped over this branch railway ling.

‘With no place to held cattle at Tyrone, the zsilroad had a 70-
foot, well dug at Shade's Well, abouc eight milss farther on
southwest inthe Panhandle. A new-fangled windmill was erected
here Lo pump walet inta wosden troughs for the separate herds
hield here feeding on grass while weiting for shipment. Later a
sleam punip — wood lired by hustling Zack Cain — was put up
4L the well and some wood storage tanks were built to supply
enough waler for waiting herds, soma of them numbering at
titnes. more than 3,000 head ol cattla.

Thece was no communication with Liberal north in Kanges,
s0 & hurseman would ride oul to Shade's Well to give &n
Approximate time of arrivel nt Tyrone for & 12 to 15 stock train
af cars,

The next ghipment in line by order of arrivel would water in
the evening and head far Tyrone, reaching there about dawn.
The: catcle were shoved inta loading chutes through a large
ihverted "V fence ta cars that the pulling engite dregged np
oppasite to the chule
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People drave out from Liberal 1o se¢ tha fun. The herds: had
bren held quiet sa mast of the cattle were easy to work. Some of
them had cther iders. and it taok good men and good horses to
Inad them without the use of crowding pens. An occasional nead
for roping und a few pitching horses added to the spactator
show.

No matter how hacd it was, Henry enjoyed working avery
momant with the cattle during the shipment., standing his torh
on night gverd — min soaked or nat. When & young man,
Henry rode bucking broncos and eatered ropings rantests at
rodeos, olihough he said hie brother, Gearge, excelled him at
raping. Henry never lost, his interest and pleasure in watching
radecs, and never missed one 2L Guyman, especially on Pioneer
Diny. Because of his interest in that event and linancial support
for the rodea grounds, a commitiee suggestad the localion be
named tha Henry Hitch Pioneer Stadium.

James Hitch, the father, like many others, was almoat wiped
oUiL int the bad winter of 1886-87. An April blizzard — s commeon
time for such disaaters in the High Plains — nipped his buildup
in 1895, Roth times the only thing that saved the renchers wes
skinning the cattle for hides, Hides had n far greater praportion
of value contrusted Lo Lhe live beast.than they do now:it was
hard, stinking work, but the alternative wes giving up.

Altracied by opportunities in the new country, Charles
Hitch, a brother of James, had come out from Tennessee. He
and James got land ucross the line in Texas, neer where
Hitchland is now. and sterted a lacge spread, using windmills
Lo get sLock water. With the Westmarelands. James also was
still pelive in Kansas,

ln early winter of 1898, James, with his wife's people and a
son-indaw, Brice Kealing, and Bricss brather, Burt. fenced
about Tifty sections of and in Kunsas, northwest, west, and
southwest of Liberal. On it they could run about 2.500 hesd.
This was in addition to James' herds in the panhandles of
Texas and Uklahoma, A spring bliczord cut these inventories.

Some of this land had been proven up 83 claims. Much of it
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was sbandoned. Same of the claims wers availabls by Lax titles
¢ foreclosures. By 1901, James Hitch and his
ided up according to their invastment — large
enough far thase Lines at $25 a quarter section — a Dittancs in
cost today. Brice took some 11 sections on the southwest.
James aboul 25 sections in the eetter, and Burt the xesl en the
ortheast. James built u dugout on his Lind. He soon bought an
«id hotel building nt. Farwell, Texas, the last building Lhers;
tare it down and moved the material to the Coldwater ranch Lo
build a 40 by 88 foat hern, with & hip tool and hay mow. Thin
barn was used for 40 years,

James also bought an old office building a¢ Hugoton, across
the Kansas line, for $76, tore it down with the help of Jim
Byerly, maved the lindings down to the Coldwater, and built
the first schaal, ather Lhan Lhe old claim shacks. He also built
the first. permament parssnage for 4 Methodist minister,
Reversnd D. J. M. Jones, & fourroom stone house on the
Coldwater, Jemes Hitch earlier had built a rocl house with
walls two feet thick. Bachelor Louia Williamaon mixed mud
martar — literally mud — to hold together the stanes that Bill
Gearge fa cousin from ‘Tennessee) cut out of slopes on nearby
hills. The house nestled against a protective bluf that ran
westward from the creek. The lumber used for {raming,
studding, beams, mflers and Moor cosL 5600. The totel cosl was
51800 for the original 20 by 40 foot, twoatory dwelling, es
James Hitch was carsful to nate in his ledger. It wes later
sheltered by eoltonwoods, grown from seedlings taken along
the eeeck. The trees survived only because Mary Hitch watered
them in dry seasons with water she had drawn by windlass
from Lhe well

The coming of tecritariel days in 1890 coused changes in
land awnership. At this time, the Panhandle region belonged ta
the U.5. governtment. Under law one could now claim 160 acres
in Oklehoma Territory tes James Hitch did sround his
headquartersy, put up $14.76 and bet live years of your L
against the government's lund that you could stay there
#gainst all the whims of nature, or mar-madedisasters, Or, ane
c0uld live the claim sighteen manchs, then buy it for §1.25 per
acre. Money was scaroe s¢ most folks lound it easier Lo prove up
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(*hoto from Hiveh Feoly Collestion)
HOME BUILT BY JAMES K. HITCH
ON THE COLDWATER

Later wis was Lhe homa of Hlgory Hiteh. It is now the home of Paul Hitch, san of [lenry €.
Hitch, dr.
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o claim i they could stick it out. [ cnah eauld be raised
wsewhere, one cauld buy cleim relinquishments, or sequire
deserted land by paying the laxea due on it

Kansas hed a different situation where a person would get
three quarter sections. One wee & “tree claim,” on which &
claimant had to et out a specified number of trees on the
treeless plein, and make them survive a certain time er
was a "preemption claim” on 150 acres till unclaimed. The
third wes acquired by living on the claim, and proving it upin @
periad of five years,

Texas had still a different plan. Sinco Texas had come into
the Union 48 & soversign stata, the U.S, government did not
own any of thal vast region. At this time [n Texas hlatory, a
person could fils on four settions (%680 acres} of athopl land,
live an it for three years, then buy it for $1.25 an acre on & 40
yepe note for 3% interest. Jomes and Charles Hitch took
advantage of this and bought some relinquishments i Texas
o, Theywaund up at. one time with about, 40 sectiong of Texas
land. In the early 1900°, cattle were 20 cheap, end money so
searce, that James Hitch and his associated sold some land for
from §1 Lo 32 per acre, then used that money Lo fenca and cross-
fence the rest. [t was in Texas that James Hitch started
farming wheat with up to 1,000 ecres under cultivation.

Tenry Hitch enlarged his wheat-growing cperation many
times over, one year planting 10,000 ecres from which
harvested whaat had to be piled on the ground in a pile one
quatter of a mile long and six feat high. Cattle ranching and
whest farming oecupied his major attantion until middle life
whan he begen making investments in stacke. Hia 2on, H. C.,
dr., finished tollege and joined the ranch operations, taking
over  great part of the active supervision, and Henry now had
mare time to devote to study and trading in the stock market
Hebuilt up & large partfolio in which there was naver any atock
in liquer or tohacro campanies.

When the reilnad catas to Guymon in 1901, a wave of
2ectlery came in Lhrough the lure of a homestead, although the
most tilleble lands along creeks were already owned in spota or



5z The Chronicles of Oklahoma

held a3 claims. Mast of thess people were farmers —
"grangers” not cattlemen — and the moldboard plows with
which they broke the Lhin sod in time caused siltation of the
streams us well o3 locae which contributed some thirty
yeers later to the "dirty thirties” of dust bow! memary.

Many of the sectlers in 1901 did not have wark stock end
Jumes Hitch lsaned them unbroken mules. After one or two
years, the mule teams were returned to him, and were saleable
wark gtock. He did Inse a few spans of mules sometimes when
the dispirited, discouraged families loaded up e rickety wagen
and headed hack east in double darkness,

Tt wes around 1802 that James Hikch started raising mare
winter feed for his Coldweter and Kanses ranching aperations.
Basically still & cattleman, he did not raise wheet until several
vears after that crop became fairly common, but want to
“bundle crops,” such na meize, kelir corn and falerita. The
heads atop the high stalk wera cut off by hand with a corn
knife, ko be fed whale or ground later as protein feed. The stalks
were cut and bundled for winter forage which was hay that
saved many celtls from death in the winter.

With his grains, forage, alfalfia and nalive hay, Hitch
reduced the former three-year growth period for steers Lo (wo
yeara before shipment to Kansas City, an innovation for the
time that became the pattern for family operations over the
Text two generations. This, then, was the sort of operational
atmosphere in which young Heary Hitch grew up. Censider the
tender age in which & bay became a raan in thosa days. At
saven, Henry iramped hay during cutting lime. AL age eight,
using a tarp for a saddle with rope stirrups, he helped drive 500
steers some 20 miles up Coldwater Creek, and returned hame so
tired he had vo be lifted off his horse. At eleven, he helped his
Uncle Charles trail cattle for three deys — this time he had &
saddle — ela wags of 10 centa & dey. His father had seid: “1f
he con meks o hand, it's alright.”

In 189K, at ege fourtesn, afisr James Hitch hought about
1,200 steers near Dodge City. Henry went along as a full
cowhoy, while George, then eleven, was wrangler for the
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remuda, Ray Raser drove the mule team of the Chuck wagen.
Herb Wilson and Jaka Burten were two other riders from the
home ranch. Two tamporary cowhays were hired. "It taok Lwo
days to get ko Libaral, where we stayed all night in a wegan
yard,"” Henry said & few years ago. "My brotherinlaw, Brice
Kenting, who married Dells, lived there and was going on with
us to Cimarren Station near Dodge where the catile were, Brice
had a double intereat — Frther had promised and Della a
‘wedding present of 100 steers from this her

The Lrip took two days more helara Lhey reachad tha cattla
and ancther day befors chey could geL posssasion of them ainca
& Fourth of July holiday intervened. “1 sow my first rodeo
then," Henry recalled, “although thers were only thres bucking
horses used and one of Lham didn’t pitch es much a8 some of
our working stock did early in the mornings.” Later he rode
pitching horses, and. roped steers in competition himself. The
cettle were trailed home. Work of the two boys must heve
pleased Jumes Hitch because that fall he gave them 30 heifers,
then worth $15 each, with which to start, their own herds under
their own hrands.

The next four years were a mixture of some schooling and 2
ot of work for Henry who said a few years ngo:

T nevet made 2 full school Lwm. We shipped canle in Qowber and
Hovembar. T wid roquac hand by thn. I ook aboct v ther them,
'¢d hawg or. thers wers some ou jang 0 cut out

L crew, an
c.m.unduaw s S b e i ot e e 818 ettt
& coun:

Themved wed absat thre daye o gutthem Lo Tyrons The st dey wed
Ro bt halforny Lo the Beaver, and bed dovwn, The neet duy we'd feoh st
river. The secons day we'd mabe it shout halivmy to Shade's Well, end o
down. The naxt noon, we woukd water at Lhe mell troughs, then pull out 8 ways
4 it for oor call 10 20 00 41 Tyrane, making it #t nikhL aftar Kiving the eatils
21l of water, and boadl enrly in it marming.

&l v from three Lo Sour homes aday whell wrwiling celtle. Lwa ol beast.
dunnmed.y shmrgmgat meon. IV it e il here. g thit ould
Cover a ok, of Freund | ok ek heceasary n the dayrire, but T Jign { havs

10 bn Lo umurt, A might ems hid to be tnn most gontle wnd aure-faoted. Yoo
didnt w--m one ta fall, nnd you didn's want ane. i woald fret and cuase
e
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Bomt o thetime thectulswoukd s prtty sy 10 hanls, afar u dny o 30
o0 the raave, bt they cuchd gut. spoaked prstty sasy. and thon yoo'd
wouble

s o waer i oty wrestkinddoen o the et o
nolse might get them atirmed 1

Bumtly there wors just our own peaple but soaetisnss we had to v some
s hands, including maybe som drifters whe wers rdi
AR oty vou pasced it O Lo anyLhingoust 00 hemd o riding

0 1w sdiog

“That drag was Vse worst. place becaues you had all the dust they stirred up
a0 mont times o sresk ones to prod slong; That's why avea your weve
combays wear a b ot o put up
to halp brsathe on the drag.

The worss Limey wem Lrying to hold them in + sigrm. A thundnraisrm i
‘Tane] ecugh bul u blizzard i worss becauso you cant ses and they naturally
et with Uhe wind, Thats why we had et tance. — nelh and Ued L any

Whao cattlabucch up, and slay o vt (4L, thiy guoerata sme beat that

ek il of then, but whan they e down. Jn & s10rm they May never gac up.
Youmiah find s mecaln that somembars, They dens buneh o2 4 e

i bt o kenp thamslven waom. But T heard that. — Il admit. |

An't think Wup. 1 melimen it. though. Feople might. learn something from it

1n 1902, James Hitch considered that 3 “man” coming
aighteen years old in December, and particularly Henry, shuulr.l
have some responsibility. 5o in autuma, James sent Henry and
four cowhands to tha Kansas ranch to taka charge of tha 2,500
cattle thate.

The pay wes $16 8 month and, as was the cuatom thoss
days, you provided your own bedding and saddle. The foreman
algp seemed to be pelected for conk — ot least the way James
Hitch figured it — because no other cock eas employed. Su
Henry did that, too, for the five of them, which meant that his
day began about 5:30 a.m., and lasted until dark — plos
getting supper. He said later he nevar got tired but did regret:
not being able ko complete each duy's atlolted work. He read by
lamglight for ove sort of entertainment pursued il his life.

"We had sbout a dozen hens and got an average of six eage
& day” Henry remembered “That din't always divide
equally. The other fellaws sometimes wonld play poker for



Tiewry €. Hiteh and His Times 35

egs. Une migtht have several of them und others none, but we
Leied to divide them right.”

There wos no waod availuble near the dugaut 5o the main
fueh was ane comman to sl the High Plains in those days — dry
cow chips. There wan a bin nearby which Jameu Hitch bad built
carlier, about 20 feet square and & feet high. that would be filled
with chips in autumn for winter use.

The lirst year on the Kansas ranch Hency Hitch put sgme
cattle back on the pasture burned out two years hefore. The
nexL yeer, 199 — in Febroary — there was a 72-hour snow —
not a blizzard — that left more than 3 feer of snow on the
ground (n freezing temperature. Forlunately some 1,200 head
had been moved south earlier to wintar 20 thoss remaining had
a death loss ol only around 100, Henry recalled. That meant
skinning to seve the hides.

“They had ieen feeding some hey and corn chops but setting
it 0 cattle was & prodlem. By putting four mules on & wagon,
Uhat could flaunder aut a trail, and enticing the lead caitle with
same focd, they were able 1o move them about four miles o
where a neighbor had soma bundle faed to sell.

For six years, Lime wus something the young ranch manager
had littde of, when ane considers bours needed to heodle the
cattla through winter, through caiving and luter working the
<alves, fenge riding and some feed caising.

Years later Henry recalled that coyote songs at night on the
Hansas pluce sesmed 1o have 8 more lopesome pitch than those
arcund the home place down on the Coldwater. “Maybe it was
becayse I wes more lonesome, * be said. "1 could talk with the
other fellows but 1 didn'c want to gamble, and there was licte
#lse Lo do hut pley some sort of games & spell at night. Sa | just
Temd things — and was a litle homesick,

“It didn't exaetly apply.” he said. “but something [ rend
stuck with me about wolvos. We didn't see many of them but
there were many coyotes around. | sort of liked this verse
though
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o frorm Hisah Farlly Colisctiont

o
CHRISTINE AND HENRY C. HITCH

Phota taken in 1910, 1he yeor of their marriage iJuly 61,
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Hurn o be 7 cutste Aifer, itief znd
yeneralullurund pess.
101 hate 10 Al you. pariner.
cnuze yau'rea pa 3 aur ob est.

Yo and me are sort of brothers with our back

st rhe ol

ran aet that's atmost aver whih the
caurtain"buai vo fall

Despite all the wark on the ranch there were odd times when
s fellow could do samething besides handle cattls. Henry
scquired A couple of wrey hounds and chosed coyoles,
horseback of course, and finglly had nine of them representad
by pelts stretched out ta dry with the flesh scraped off. He
softened the Lawny, haitcovered leather, then had it tarned
end made into & laprobe, & popular thing in those days where
buggies were the main mode of transportaticn, replacing
bultalo robes that. were gradually disappeating.

This wes a pretty good Lhing, tao, becanse about that time
he met Christine Walker at a “literary,” & combinalion school
community gathering where debates were held, pieces spoken
and songs sung, Christin was teaching at Pleasant valley, near

Liberal, where har mother had a cleim. She was born in Sun
City, near Medicine Lodge (Kanses), in 1830, Her lather,
‘Thomes Walker, had come out of Kentucky with his parents,
like 30 wany others in years fter the Civil War, looking for a
better chance, although he wes but fifteen at the time. From
Texes, he went up the Chisholm Trail through Red River
Station twice. In Kansas, he hunted buffalo for the hides and
angues [Christine still has the gun be used), and then went to
farming and horse raising.

1n ber youth Christine, with her mother and relatives, lived
in Colorade whete she made the highest counLy-grade average
before cecuring 8 teechers certificate after high school
graduation, It has been a family joke that Christine, when
Henry mev her, was toaching in a “chicken house.” Actually
that was trge but not quite as it sounds.

Ileasant Valley was fourteen miles northwest of Liberal
Provision was made far some huildings but not enough for the
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atudents who cpme in, Sp, a new 14 by 28 foot structure,
intanded es a chicken house, was used to house from 16 to 18
kids, all grades, whom Ch

Goosaneck to 8 bugey with the csuy-u laprohe to keep off chill
winds in winter. Thisv went on for twa years. Meanwhile,
Chriatine wenl thut stmmer ts the Emporin Normal Schoel ta
advanca hez education, and tearhing certificate. She Look 8 job
at 1sabel, northwesl of Medicine Lodge, for two years. Sha was
engaged to Hamry all the time, and earning slghtly more
monsy then at Plassant Vallay.

Henty had ot beon Lile about building up his gwn fortumes.
father raleed hie selary to 325 a month because the ranch
was doing well. Hency filed on & quarter-section and proved it
easily enough during his six years in Kansas, before returning
to the Coldwater, L1908, where he sesumed most of the
managership. James Hitch thern was living in Guymon but suill
active.

In 1910, Henry and Christine were married. Henry rode
»0ld Dewey,” & bay horse named aftsr the Admiral, into
Guymon to take the trein to Liberal. He went to his sister
Della’s home, then naxt dey ranted a surrey from the livery
atable snd wenl efter Chrislina, her mother and sister, Irma, for
the wedding. The young couple went to Colorado for @
honeymoan, visiling relatives, but not enjoying a side trip to
Marble, very much, since Hanry had invested & $3,000 logn in a
quarry outlit there and lost it.

I+ was a working life into which the new bride came. There
were the ranch hands te feed, normally § in the winter and 12 to
15 in the summer — more during wheat harvest. There were
odd mealtimes in the winter because the cattle came first.

There wu2 a wood-burning slave, In winter beef halves ar
quarters were sheat wrapped and hung outside to freeze
because there was no refrigeration. In summer the meat was
chicken, or side bacon and ham pul down into barrels in & sal:
cure. Sometimes there wez fish taken from the creek {not yet
silted} by eark line fishing or seining which wes 8 Sunday
alternoon sport.
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“I'he dry storca came in large sizes, usvally 160 pounds, such
55 beuns end potatoes and four that had to be hung in the
storm cellar on a wire-suspanded shelf Lo keep rodents away.
Honey was bought in 60-pound cans but in scason there were
wild sand plume and grapes to be picked, cooked and canned,
Stirring & 20.mllon kettle of plum butter eould get tirssome.
But that was part of lifs for a woman.

*'There wes no bridge on the Coldwater, where the main
freight roed from Guymon Lo Spesrman, “Texas, went, and six
and eight head teams on the wagons,” Mrs. Hitch recalled.
"When there was high water, people would have to wait to
cross, and they came to Uba housa, 1L was always open to them,
for food and sheller. The woman, if there ware any, would atay
the house, an pallets if necessary, swhile men would bed down
in the bara."”

There was & way that salt cured bacon could be mede more
appetizing, Mro. Hitch remembers. “You would soak it in soda
water, then dip it in egg batter. Tall it n cracker crurbs, and
fry it she said, “'We hed ar apple orehard at the ranch, rhich
helped, because the fruit, except plums and grapes in summer,
wa3 dried. but we had a problem af keeping the trees alive same:
years. That was crue also of cadars, which we had to keep going,
just like Henry's mother did the coltonwoods bafore.”

The winters were hard on people. just es they were on
livestoek. Cattle came firak. They had o be goten ap on their
foet, if duwned because of wealness, and eacly spring calves
hadl 1o be especinlly carert for, Use of cottanseed cak
started several years before, helped to keep the cows in good
shape. There were limes when it was difficult to get to th cattle
biecguse of starms, HUMting strays was necesasty not only for
the humane reasons but for the econemics invelvad,

“I'll never forget some of those winters,” Christine Hitch
said, “That of 1911-12 was very bad, when we were relatively
Tew, glatting oul with Lhe respansibilities. Meny cattle died
and they had Lo be skinned to save the hides. It was bad —
some of them got pretly rank — but.an old method was used to
Tessen that. Wild sage was crushed and rubbed under one's nose
0 help diminish Lhe smel.”
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She had pleasure in lovking ui the native flowera, and
celal

Thmwanlwpenlplha!h & bronre lenl wm-. yellow pad black centor
that looks like lant. (W hole wore covered with thean
Tt e ey amd Goorye HIeh humes — s s part]

ot s shures of whivs marmusrves and that pnhﬁc oy e men

glant type every Lwnymrs Hocen cactus bas & hnuu{ntlhwmng hlm

e acspieeh bl ks fowes — and wincripe on 8 creeping aler
T

Even ths Hussian thistle — the tumblewesd — had it good peinta. It han 3
nice blooen, [n. draoth yaor ool would v it sarly i 62 wrowid When it
dries out soal blo it can cuose moch troohle, piling op in fenco raws
o atch drifting sail, or snowr, binedt does have wses.

For that matter, the booo weed had u purple fuchsia Rower, as if to correel.

<arpota on Lhe slopes whose brsnical name 1 covor knaw, bul. Uy wor
arety, in what cuuld buve been s bhsh lnndacape:

Seeing beauty in nature around her, in conlrast to overtones
of ugliness thet people disappointed in the land saw, was no
casual traid of Christine Hileh. She was rather artistic herself.
Sooti ofter estab her home on the Coldwater, she wanted
Lo buy Llenry a Christmas present — a special one — a tie
stickpin with a small sapphire i Thet was hiz blthsLone.

So she made some velvet cushion covers Lo sell for §2.60.
This Look about. all the lree time she could find amid dpy and
avening houeshold chores. But the decoreted covers paid for the
slickpin — which remains in the family

Gil painting became quite the thing around Guymon in the
decads after 1910. Mrs. Hitch would drive the twelve miles inta
Guymon in 2 buggy Lo lake art lessons from a Mrs. Moore.
Marjorie wus botn May 22, 1911, and alterward accompanied
her mather ta town

Neighbors wete fram 5 Lo 7 miles away. including llenry's
brather. George, nd his Uncle Charles Lliteh, und the families
were close in spirit and alfection if nol in distance. Mrs. Hiteh
continued her reminigtences:
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I0 b o it o Lol we enjoyed “CEMBIN UL” Logether When me could. Ty
Loy s sianciurds, we swece * gampiog it wt home, We Tad wood-burhin:-
soves, waler Lo earey if you id it boemose gruvity Bow olf (he hill from &
windmill tank was only & trickle. Thers was an cutdosr ikt We yang
Jwrosene Inmps hafors the Frst wmdnl\ll'nzm were developed ta provide
Ueciriciey thewuyn aacegn i

Wewould gel wogether and o dawn by Eichland and
days, [ vomombar saLine some sourdough for nscuits Lo
bawe it bublle ever und couye quice 4 mess on enz LEp.

= 40 opor, fe
crock mad

o it we'd play gormes und T zociats. Thor seld be soms squere
dunclng sd & few people — ht know am [rinh jig or sumpthing —
would povfnem, mmnmnmmmpmpk etber e guings on

Mrs. Hitch soon found there was o profic potential in her eil
painting. She used terrain wilh which she was so familiar for
hackground with animals in the fereground. A cattle printing
was sold 1o 8 Kansas banker in 1912 lor 5250 — which was more
cash than zome of the rench operations produced — long
enough fer anyens to hold — at times.

In 1912, Henry went to Coloreda end boughl 300 seers at
41 a head, with an additionsl $1 each for delivery. Thats was a
Lime, alsa, that he went to E Paso, looking for chesp Mexiean
caltle. There a friend told him thers were some good. buys at
Pheenix, Arizona, sa e took the train to Phosnix.

“Those cattle ere at Winslow,'" he was told an arrival after
checking the reporled source. To get Lo Winslow he had La ride
back Lo EI Paso, then go nerth to Albuquerque, then west te
Winslow. Ile did buy 300 yearlings for $33 a head. Since they
had Lo be shipped. he ardered some stock cers and loaded them
by himself. Perhaps he was trying to save expense of 0 extre
«ar for it seems that he overloaded a part of the cars. Az &
result, when steers got down they could not. get up and were in
danger af being crippled or killed. So Henry. who hed started

were [ryiled about thirly miles to tha ranch end there were no
loeses,

“In those days.” Henry eaid once, “you bought ‘irens’ of
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hotses or cottle, mesning brands that had been put on with &
running iron or slemp iron, but that description has slmast
been lost. You vould reat a horse for 51 a day most anywhere
you wenl and needed ane Lo cheek put some cattle, but you had
Lo hurnish your owh saddle end blankel at that price.’

Joyce Hitch wes born Cetaber 12, 1915, and Henry C.
Junior, on April b, 1918 The son wan originally called "Lad"” by
tais father end todey is generally knawn by tha name of “Ladd.”

When Marjorie was sbout seven, the Hilchea and their
neighbors saw the need for more schoel gpace than the old claim
shack. Henry and George Hitch and Tom Stratton helped gt a
lerger building loceted & faw miles from eech end Chrigtine
Hitgh's sigter, [rma, was the firac teacher. Marjorie even tock
het lirst yesr of high scheol wark ai the aneroom country
school, gaing inte Guymen periodically for examinutions for
eounty credit certification. Later, when districts were made up,
the children wera taken Lo town in a hired car. then eventually
by bus.

Mrs. Henry Hitch saye:

Ul e e . ot f the hired men on the canch wers single, e ot
vae thure wery frw nblenodied single men available, su we had tn gut
Toamied i To wbtain thom w Rl o provi handing, This wos
amomatiealy turned avcr i e accmase Haney had plinsy of st hings 16
alter,

» o basic farakure, ot +het sort of thing, The
. We had a camman gorden.
Thire ware saae fur trve and 1 Tty b onsd b @athiml. Fyeeynne
PULUP 8 large amaunt of Toad in thooe days.

Most ot the el gl Ko by hei Fouses and in cier s
eaponid by ekping i promism neat e wkirmcive, For o o of dhem.
IR have bLen Seer Iing Chu ey ek the e Lhey e lowhing
for e 1t has beet 8 st plassure for us i know that ot of our key
peogle have boun with us Irom 20 10 30 peare,

The threefamily setivities ngw for ranch operations. farm
operations and coltle feedlats, include 25 houses or mobile
homes in 3 locativhs for erplayees. The original & homes near
the ranch headquarters give Lhe clusicr of housing the
appearance of a small community.
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Alter James Hitch died in 1921, family heirship matiers
were adjusted o thal the Kansas lend was taken by other heirs
and Herry acquired the Oklahame property. The Texas land
had been sokl previously.

With 20,000 acres of grass the ranch was a cow ang calf
operation until the eamputer age. There were Lhousands of
ncres of farmlend that reelly came 1o full vse later when
ierigation becars the salvation of the Plains country. There are
now 45 deep wells watering 9,000 acres for grain and feedatuffs,
same lensed but most of it ewned,

The Hitch leadlots were the [irst to use vapor lighls at night
lecause cattle, as Henry well knew from his yotithful trailing
days, like to et up to eat st night — and they are [n those lats
to eat much and meve little.

The Hitch Ranch enterprisc is pechaps the largest. operation
of L8 Lyp# in the Pleins region; it is one of the oldest, if not the
oldest one-family business operation in medern catile ferding
The family is linencially interested in two other Guymon
feedlols with joint capecities in excess of 60,000 head, “Mnster
Feeders” and Texas County Feediots.™

They heve cther ecivi toa. The most recent is the
creation of Master Cummndn.y, [nc.. which hes a seat on the
Chirago Mercentile Exchange, can trede in live cattle fulurea
for their own Becount as a hedge sgainst felling fed cattle
prices, or for ather accounts, Also to buy cash grain end other
commadities needed in volume for their own or other feedlots.
They use Catite Fax end other timely market information on a
ticker secvics.

There are thres separate family corporations. Mone of them
own land — the fu: personally und colleetively owns the lend
— due to Oklahoma's populist ariented stata sonsticution. The
©Rerating corperations can lense land, howaver, so the farm
land is leased for raising cash grain and fesdstuffs to be sold the
feedlots: the rench corporedion leases grass to Tun young steers
and heifers on and to sell tathe feedlots. The feedlots huy cattle
from the ranch, feed them out 105 te 120 days, and sell them
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The Hitch feediots handle only family ewned cattle, The other
two feadlot operatione da euutom feeding.

Al this is a fer point in operational method, although litla
in the passage of time, since James Hitch first drew up hia
hgrge on the knell along the Coldwater and looked into that
besutiful valley. Or when the young Henry, who was ta manage
the operation Ehrough its inrgest growth and through some of
its most trying years. proudly mounted his First personally
owned saddle at age 14, pointed hiy horse north taward the
Beaver and must have felt: “Today | am a Man!"

And from one who knew him for many years and saw him
under varied conditions, including a tour of the Soviet Union
and Europe when Henry was 72, one can take it that he was
indeed @ man.

Henry loved people end they in turn respected and loved
hirn. Alter his passing hardly s day went by but some friend, or
perhaps only an acquaintence, would stop a member of the
family to retount somethitig he had sald ts them, or had dona
for them, that had been a help.

In his optimistic approach to life he was a living example to
‘hig children and other laved ones of all thet. is best in this world.
There was niever a time 5o dark. or 8 business loss so great, in
which he could not find something of & positive nature.
faith, tenacity, steadfastness to & cause and innate business
ability, carried him through depressions and disastrous
raversols that would heve caused a man of leas atature to give
up.Inventory value s liitle leas Lhan fantastic In tarma of today
— much less James Hiteh's mule power doys.




