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THE ROCK FALLS HAID.
AN ANALYSIS OF THE DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

By Willism W Savage, Jr

Occupation of the sixmillion-agre Cherckee Qutlgt during
the summer of 1683 by members of the Cherokes Strip Live Stock
Association, & yroup of Kansas cattlemen holding a five-year icase
from the Cherokes Nation, brought swift and heated cbjcution
From hundreds of would-be homesteaders camped along the morth-
em boundary of Indian Tertitory * Led by David L. Payne, ane
+ime guide, stout, Kanana legislator, ang petty Washington bur-
maucrat, they coveted the “splendid piece of property™ below the
Kansas fine, * Branding the Association “a soulless monopoly an-
tagonistic ta tha cights of tha peaple af the United States,” they
denounced it ea having “neither & legal or moral right” to the
cutlet, * The boomers, as they wewe called, incorrectly
that the Dutlet had ben included in tnds ceded to the foderal
government by the Five Civilized Tribes in 1666, and so they be-
Lieved the Association's cocupancy of the Guilet was sanctioped
by the Department of the Interior. Boomers were first altracted
ta Indisn Tenitory by Sliaa C. Boudinol, & Cherokee attarmey
in Washinglon, D, C, who, in & letter to the Uhicago Times
med February 17, 1879, publicized government purchuses from

the Creck, le, Chottaw, and Chickaimw tribes after the
Civil Waz, The more than 12,000,000 acres were located west of
the 9Tth meridian and south of the Cherokee Qutlet, according
to Boudinot, but the boamess who reprinted his letter paid little
attention o hig delineation, Boomers were mistaken about tho
Department of the Interior's attitude towerd the Association lease,
Secretary Henry M, Teller's poliey was ene of non-recognition,
although he supported the rights of cattlemen opecating und
létsen against parsons having ng such sgreament with the Indians.
Teller's pronouncement, originally formulated with regard Lo
ie2its in tha Cheyanno-Arapahe reservation, was later applied to
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the Cherokee Dutlat, + Cattlemsn hed carporate conmections,
Payne said, and thanks o their lavish expanditures in the hells
of Congress, they hed “little frouble in gelting the ear of the
powers that be." *

Fayme challenged the government's policies and the cattle
men's preeminence in the Outlet in several waye. Ha hurled in-
vestiva through the columns of the boumer newspaper, the Oha-
homa War Chief He wrote letters of protest ta the Seeretary of
the Interior, the Uommissioner of Indian Alfairs, the Commit-
sioner of the Genersl Land Office, the Secretary of War, and to
countless journals offering to prove "before any Congressional
Committes, or U S, Court having jurisdiction of the mattar”
the existence of & “corzuption fund in Weashingtan, D. C." that
was uted by Outlet cattlemen to buy government support lor
their lesse. # But the trekic he found most. sucesssful waz gutright
invagion of Indian Jand,

David Payne became the Army's peculiar problem. Charged
with the task of protecting Indian land fror unauthorized intrus-
fon, eavalrymen had long been aecustomed to traiting eifending
homesieaders and stockren—thoss who grazed their catdle with-
out tribal permission—and esoriing them back to the border; but
Payne wes a new experience. Despite proclamations issued by
President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1879 and 1880, warning ‘cer-
evil-disposed persons” of the inaduisability of settling on
Indien domain, Payne entered Indian Territary and wes arrestsd
thera four times betwean May 19, 1889, and August 28, 1882 1
Duzing 186, his forays occurred eo trequently that the War De-
partmant lost count of tham.* Military and civilian clticiala

bemaaned the absence of ltrmlnm laks against entaring
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ge%, went g far as to term the government's fuchile offorts to keep
hoteeseekacs out of the Tarritaty “a farce of the first water.” *

In the spring of 1884, Payna mads his mest dramatlo attempt
o elfect the opening of Trulian, Territory Selacting a location on
the (‘hiliaskia Hiver in the Cherokee Outlet a few miles south af
Hunewell, Kansas, he laid out a townsits, numed it Rock Falls,
set up sonk: frane buildings and an sssoctment of tants and dus-
outs, pogulated the vieihity with several hundred farmars and
their familics, and moved in the printing pres of the Oflahora
War Céief In 50 doing, he precipitated 5 confrontation betwesn
boomers on the ons hand and represntatives of the exltlemen and
almost every government agency having anything at all to do
with Indian affairs on the ather.

On July 1, 1884, President Chester A. Arthur, in & proclama-
tion similar i tone to those Haves had issued, warned home
steadars away from Indian ‘Terzitery, saying that invaders would
be “speedily and immediately removed by the proper olficers
of the Interior Department” with, if neceasary, “the aid and assist-
ance of tha military forces of the United States"# Payme ig-

nored this, just s he ignored rapeated warninga fram less impos-
ing personages, and for awhile he end his colany escaped evickion,
thanks Largely (o the Federel Government's inability to coordinate
its elforts as quickly as Arthur had promised. Eventually, how-
ever, bureaucratic gears meshed, and an the merning of August 7,
184, two companies of the Ninth Cavalry, with offivials from the
Union Agency (Muskogee Indian Tarritory), the {#neral Land
Office {Washington, D, C.) and the Cherokee Strip Live Stock
Asociation ¢ Caldwel], Kansas}, raided the town, arrested its in-
habitants, and burned it to the ground,

Connell Rogers, a Union Agency clerk representing the Bu-
étu of Indian Afigirs v in piace of Agent Tults, filsd a long re-
port on the rald. Assigned ko the case on July 22, he had ot
fronted Fayne on July 23 with orders to move. Payne refused and
produced a map indicating that the Cherokee Qutlet had been
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cededd (o the government on July 19, 1356, Evidently, Rogecs did
not mest the boomer leader again untll August 7, bet his report
does contsin & secondhand sccount of what trenspired at Rock
Falla on the eve of the raid, He wrote: *
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This proved to he Payne's lagt shance, Troops arrived soon
thercafter, and Rogets reconstzucted the scene:
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John F Lyons, a Fort Gibsoty ll.lnmay employed by the
Cherokee Strip Live Stock Astosiation, representad Outlel. <at-
Weren ab Rock Fally and wrote another secount of the raid, Des
eribed by Edward Everett Dale s “a man of rare tact znd gbil
whe, af course, practiced influence zather than law,” Lyons ]md
heen hired to maini <loge lisison betwaen the Association znd
the Cherokee government. '? His repart, nddressed, intereatingly
encugh, to Cherakee Principal Chief Dennis Wolle Bushyhead,
was composed more than a month after the raid, Yel, il is con-
siderably more detailed than Rogers' ucrount. Moreaver, Lyens
disagreed with Rogers on & number of significant paints, ineluding
the number of bootners present at Rock Falls, the description of
the town ilself, the catent of its destruetion, and Regera® awn role
in the affair. He wrate:
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David Payne recorded the day's proveedings in his disry with
considerably more brevily and noticesbly less attention to grem-
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matr (hah Rogers or Lyons shewsed in theis reports, but his obser-
wvaligns are valyable for lwa reasns, Firsi, he placed General
Land Office Inspector A, R, Greens at Rock Falls on August 7,
@ point avecdooked in ather acoounts. Furthermane, be indicated
that several members of the Cherokea Strip Live Stock Associ
tion were preseni 1o assist the Ninth in removing the boomers,
He wrote: !

ng T 84 Arcted at Hoxk Fulle by Capt Moars am albae Ca. 3t ot
 one Rogors who clsimed (o clork
m, onborn, &< with eaith r@oa helping
“THNEiDA wird olt o the soldists—Quc pocple
dang all that eould bove been dann wwithaut baing

Taken together, these three dacuments provide a praphic
il contradictary, picture of the Rock Falls incident. That the
Baomer lown was Lhe scane of widespread confusion on August
%, is undeniable. Thet could explain same of the incohsisténciss.
Certainly the passage of tiime between the date of the raid and
the dates of Lyons’ and Rogers' reports coneributed minor distor-
tions. Payne himeell had second thovghts aboui the maiter, and
i September he published & longer and moro detailed shetch of
the episade, embellished with deseriptions of brave chikdren,
unpatriotic cowboys, and cattlement helt-beni on amsassination.
The probjam, however, appaars to be that wly those peopls wha
had something to gain fram the raid bothered, (o write enything
about

Rogers, & clark, was ohviously impressed with Lhe importance
ol his tempotazy Eppointment as the Intetior Department’s repre-
seNtative—perhips oo impressed to pay attention to details.
While Lyons and Payne minimized his role, Captain Moore did
sckviowledge actiog on Rogers' instruetions, hut even 5o, Agent
‘Tufts, n his acnual zeport Lo the Bureau of Indian Atfa

" PAyId's Notobook. MNote Hooks File,
OMlahoma Hislorical Socinty,
fuoles ha pecage and thea combondy that “In his dldcy Py mada 35
mantion ot hin awe arpest.” —ibid,

" Toapaeioe Citebo iamored tho mid in his amousl sopoct tor 15
{Ses Annual Report of thy Commi

ots op. ¢ify pp. G0-533. Bl MY wiEck wrideotly roulioe {Wous:
Exceutive Davamant 5 a5 olls By 357 WEASE: Somat Srerutass s
mant 80, ap. i, b, B Mlm:\u- op. el p




" Tha Cheanicles of Oblahema

ther taentionsd Rogers nor atilized the information in his letter, **
Lyons, the esttlemen's linwyer, had the Associntion’s intevest a8
well as his own to protect, and pechaps becauce his job daponded
o his adrgitness in dealing with bath Cherakees and businbss-
men, he avoided antagenizing either side by describing pocsible
abuses by Assoclation cowboys. And Payne's published account
of the aid must have been colored, as his sctivities ahvays were,
by hia desire to enlist papulsr support Fac the boomer cause.

Whila the details of the Rock Falia raid—the séquence of
eventz leading to it and the precise manner of ity execution—will
never be entirely known, several facls ore elear. Payne engineered
the canfronlation and used it to dramalize homesteader demands,
By jailing Payne and ather prominent boomers, albeit tempor-
arily, the Federal Gavernment confirmed both Cherokes rights
1o the Outlet and the Association's occupancy of it under the
lense arrangement, More important, parhaps i the Isct that the
encounter was bloodless, As such, jt stands a5 a corrective to the
unfortunate steraotype of atnguine showdowna between hostil
estilemen and antagonistic homesteaders in g dry riverbad, the
symbolic gateway to the promined land or a quarter.section thers.
of. > In the Indian Territory, at least, the violence was rhetorical
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