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OKLAHOMA AND THE PARKING METER
By LeRoy H. Fischer and Robert E. Smith*
When molorists drove o the downtown urea of Cklshomn
City on July 18, 1636, they notied strange looking devices
mounted on the curbe. They found that thew new machines.
knawn, na parking meter, were designed to record their parking
time for 8 fee.
Public lun.um yaa immediate. Some motorista wers ot
raged and e Seelings voenlly, while others breathed
a sigh of xelud that at lnng Last somathing wes being done about

time the ever-present publicity seekery had their day, Twa cou-
les e a folding table and four chairs in & parking space
r depositing a nickel, playvd o rubber of bridge A local

el
his ctlon by expla
siable: White the complainers and atiention grabbers trated the

public to a circus, few i
of the wmldu first ingtallption of parking lnz(eru ol
Cily, and the stary of the development of the device remained

umcun in opile: of the glare of natienwide publicity.!

“Tha appearance of the parking meter was a result of many
divergent factors culminating in the need for guch an invention
and ita use. The parking meter would never heve bean necesaary
bud parking mot been the tmproductive part al travel. Al!hm!h
it ia necessary o park antomobiles, parking conatitutes & nuis-
ance 1o efhers atlempting (o travel in arese.

As long an the means of transporiation remained totally
anmaldrawr, the citiea of the United States were umally able
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170 Vike rranicles of Okizhoma

mobile quickly, and soen it began o replace animal-drawn
Nicles 28 the peinglpsl mode. of transpartation. By 1930 taere
were 26,545,261 carn and trucks in the United States.

idahoms experienced a phanomenal

estimated about 3,000 gutomobilea of all Cypnn By 1580 the
number had incressed 183 times to over

While the number of automobile Sm:elud. the amount of
Bpace: availnble remained comstant. The aummnbd]c wis fasler
than any enimal-dmm vehicle and demanded a more sphisti-
cated system of control to insore the sfety and “uwng of
the public. Nowhers was this more evident then 1y
populated urhan areas. As citier grew in gize and P“I!\-lllhun
the demands cn the center of each uthan area increa: pro-
portionately, while the amount of space availsble ﬁwmtullll re-
mained relatively unchanged. Strests were paved,
it easier for the motorist to travel, bul he otill faced U|e pmb]m
of congestion. This sifuation was compounded wh.g.. the nnh:nnl
parked his The parked
maximum freedom of pasmage on any street, mndz the mrnw(mn
even more acute on well-traveled -u«u.

Olahoma City, slready the largest city in Oklshoma, was
x o large melropolitan arce. One aof

g number of stnorscbiles in its lirsited dowRben ared, By 1935
Oklahoma slane scoounted for nearly 109 of the motar
vehicle regintrations in the otale. In addilion, her status as the
slate capital and the leading conmercial cemler in the slate
brough meny visitors to the downiown sres thus com-
pouiding tha problem. The city administration fixed time limits
on downtown curb parking in am aHempt (o belter facililate
auto parking turncver. Eut once the time Dty ware wct, the

reiained,
hﬁeepmwmmumofmungﬁmbydulhnl he 4
of cars parked in time mn& If the sutomabile wan not moved in

the prescribed length of . the patrolman eould tell by ﬂ\E
r_nquf.mnufthedmlionth' tire. Such a systern would ha
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Gkiokoma and ihe Forkiug Usier m

wnrhedd-ll mnlmlala Tad honesly tried 0 chearve the Hime
limi r, it Boin became avidemt that thers were flagrant
uml.uu- ard um " wen diffcalt ta prevent. them. A motorist
could assily remave the chalk mark or even move his sutomobile,
in either cape degtroying the evidence of a parking viclation.
By 1932 the problem of downtown parking in Oddabome
City seemed insoluble. A murvey indicated that police abempts
10 enfarce the parking time Sz bl wers only 5 to 104 effective,
The Oklahoma City Chamber of Commercs was bly
concerned. In 1992 Carl ¢ Mages won appointed chq)m of
the Traflic Committee of the Chamber of Commerce. M
who leok his appoiniment setiously, was determined to ﬁnﬂ 3
solution o the problem.!

Magee had a colorful hackground He was well known Toaally
end had some fame nationwide. He had mﬁd bd'uu the
United States Senate P\lhl!n Lands Cammittee on

uetlvities of Seeretary of the Inferior Albert Flll whn luu uun

expose corruption in the New Mexioo court sysiem. he was ar-

rested for libel and contempt. New Mexico Judge D. J. Leahy,

one of the principal in the corruption chargee, heard the cases,

impoced fines, and sontenced Magee to a prion tarm, Mages,
b

weckly newspaper, the mmam ‘Neurs, prd served e ith oditor.d

When interested in Oklahoma City's parking
problema. b saataes ot on entirely new approach was needed
Rellance on the exiating mechanion of enforcemant had proved
uneatisfectory, and there was oo indiestion of azy chance for
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Totervien t Dotaamn e T & Toiea: Bitistes, Oblamann, Jane
14, 1507,

ZLowte . T 1o Jamen B Tuch, dar 13, 1060, Oklaboc
CHy Chamber af Commeree. Archives, Oklaboma Chty, O

4 Rurl Nogrle, Teapol Home: 071 and Folitles in e 190 CEatap
Rovge. Lovidane: Loumsos Siase Unluarhy Prews 10821, g
{Farslur: Sl slachines Now Sl b Spage i Flue Gl Fom
Vol ¥ (Mur 38 sl 5} Gereia A Hale,
Meter Brory,” mlnu-dn rticle in woihore’ Dowsession, p. 1.




we The Chranlcies of Oklakoma

improvement in the loresceshle futurs. Mages tumed to the idea
of @ mechanical devire s o poscible solution to the problem.

parker epent in a metered 2one. Although a rough model wae
construeted, 1t wue not sutistactory.!

Magee was not ane 4o give up essily. He believed his idea
of & parking meter wen godd; what he needed was a craftaman
capnble of conatmucting a workable madel i
the problem with an cld (riend, Dean. Phi
Qusnom State University Colleat of En

Dean Donnell gave & luncheon In his bome in the latter part of
1552, inviting Miagec and members of the Callege of Enginetrink
taculty. It wau at this luncheon that Magee first met Profemor

. Thuesen, whe was Jater to have such a vital parl In the
development of the parking meter. Magee discusaed the problem
at the luncheon, but nothing definice was decidod. There were
turther meelings betwotn Mogee and facully membern of Whe
Oklahoma State Universlty College of Engineering about Lhe
arking ar propoml. Dean Darmell sttended these mestings
along wi fesgors . M. Smith, E. C. Baker, L B Hagen,
DeWitt Hunt e MNaster, Ben G. Saxion, Fhillip Wilku
and “Thucsen.

ring, Ar a result,

At ona of theoe conferences Magee presented @ navel pro-

contest: $10000 was to be wned as prize money and $100.00
would provide materiala s

Dean Donnell announced the apening of the cmpetition an
Javuary 4, 1993 Prize money of $160.00 waa offered o the de.
sign conient, with the remaining 3240:00 deslgnated for the uart:
ing model compelilion, The contest committes wes
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1 Tan Chroaiciss of Dblakome

Professor Hunl, Head of the Depnmmnt of Indualrial Arts
Eduaﬂun, a8 chajtman; Profuesor Thuesen, Acting Head of
e Department of lmlnal.rial Engineering; and Professar Haker,
Hnd of ths Dupartment of Mechanfeal Engineering. The design
canleti was to end on January 31, 1933,

3 7, when bisges met with the applicanta in the
oid Emmenn; Building (now Gundemsen Well), e eulined
what he expected from the contest He emphasized
meter hd a be ‘weall and aiizactie, end it hauld et gt

o lom-cout omatruction, & leves wap o bt incorparuted into the
design to facilitate winding the echanism. He mentionsd
the lang-range fnancial Emei s devian ot this T wold
cantribule to @ city'n treasury, Thare wers thirteen applicants
st this roceting, and aix of them paired off o work as three
teama 1!

Magee's crignal parking teter slemant ns plaeed in the
office of Mary M.  the refarence librarian of

in
ed to February 3, whenul]enmmwbewbmlmedby
GDOD-m

test fudgen mete Oldshoma City eninesss Cocl
Bve:wr Ciair Drury, 5. L, Rolland, Ward Sharmta, smd

ips. They et with ﬂl!lﬂmlmﬂazntl}‘nhruarylmﬂu
i of o Do Gee o ‘Electric Campany in Oklahama
City to chooae the winning designs. Victor L. Hupe way the
srinner of thia phase.!!

Although the working model onnmehl.lon was to gtart im-
ted w:

T this competition
s portponed. To provide the etudents with & 1 suide for their
. eseor Thuesen began working on two models, o
mmulumdmieamugwmmmm"imhuiw
devico andoaed in the mete

On February 11, Magee met with the ommittee and ap-
‘proved the deaign with th signat device enclosed which Thoesen
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Oklakama and 1he Pocking Hotor i

had drawm trorn the diagrars aubrmitied by the shudents. Tt was
adopted becsic Mages and the commitios hl.ma Jt mid
e more The Colloge of

cotastants with dravings of u:ls eatei o) o Seeaeme b
their madels on these drawi

The entrance deadline was u.en set for February 17, 1993,
and the contest was to end an April 1 of (hat same year. The
«entrance deadline wae later extended one week lo allow more
students 1o paHicipate. Eight students constructed roodels in the
contest, and to allow them moce time, the final deadline was
tentatively extended to May 6.1

At tirst progress appeared (o be unsatisfactory, but the eon-
test continued, and Ihe entrante resorted do using old alarm
chcha to perfect teir Gming meehanisms, The model ompeti-
tion was called to & clcez on May 4; that evening the eniries
were judged. Although Lloyd Goodwin wes swmrded the firgt
prize of S100.00, none of the modela were sophisticated encugh
1o insure wroath cperation. Ti wns at this point that Thuesen
‘began ta take an n:uve part in the development of B workable
purking meter model.!

Thueaen was well qualilied for the fask. He was a gradunte
of Jowa Siate University and held the Professiona? Degres
the Master's Degree in Mechanieal Enginecring. At the sge of
sixtoen he had developed a spoed indicator which used 4 timing
devica end had obtained = patent on it. He had spant some time
wmlung in industey a..d bud tauphrt ot the University of Colo-

coming to Oklshoma State University in 1921. By
maahemanmnupra!mmAmgnmammm
partment of Industrial Engineering !4

Alter he had sent a Jetler to Magee informing him that the
models were not wholly maticfactory end that an operal
model would need more work, Thuesen. decided thet ha would
ask a promiging engineer to help him develop 5 better modal.
He thought of a formar student, Gerald A. Hale, who wa 3

1'9Md Alnrm Clarks IIV‘ le \rdrd l‘u Carl Mugee OoII!“l P'l
" ihid., Apeit 27, J0RY, ieen va Carl €. Mnge,
. Tharmen Colloction, qu, i, DRIdbma Srate Tty
Ly, llmate. Giliben

Lobmazn tr mmm.n. Awndn Nnm.ln-llwnn Cvmml{lk
rsteon Toitare o Topersl Pt
Calleetinn, Untamlty Archisim, Dklabma Sinie um...n. 1ibeats  Tniied
Biawr Putent Office. Officiel Oazene, Vol COXX {Nowsmber, 1018
T, e e T ate. Gesunmmiy mes Lo an Lo Bha
Culless.
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1627 gradhls of Qulshoms Sipte University and v ot that
time eraployed A8 &n instructor in the Department of Mechani
Engineerizs. Hale had lbdwll.h'nmmun.m.chmeh

increars the oneput in Booking rues for & govemment rponenred
student sid project, Although e mug hooking project failed,
e Tachin i 8 oot Thueeen < considersd Hale an out”
standing enginser, and they worked well together,

Hule agreed |o mooperate with Thuesen primarily for the
oxpériencs, but also for Lhe pleasurs of seting the parking meter
roject sucrwed. They began their efforts in May, 1933, and ail
of the work tock place in the Old Engineering Building on the
Ollahora State University campus. The design of the mem
wan charcterised by three main pointa: (1) e signal w
etcloned In n window through which il wan visible, (2) the luul
coin depoaited was viaiale through a window to gustd agminst at-
lernpta to cheat the meter, and {3) provision wae made to oc-
cumulate energy supplied by the opersior turning e lever.

It took Thuesen end Hale zbout three weeks to design the
mechanizm. The two engineers called Mager when they com-
pleted ihe deaign, and ke came to Stillwater to view the draw-
inga. He quickly grasped (he salient features involved and vag
favorably impressed. Ho asked Thussen how long it would wke
o build = madel of the design end how much it mould cost.
woul imeelve abont ten daya of -,ml.

PPt tely $100.00. Magee told Thuesen
Hale to consteuct the model and contact him in .\luuuuem:.
New Mexico, where he 1emporatily would be when they com-
Plled the project.

Thuemen and Hale began warking on the model the next
day. The actual canvtruction which fock ten days wap done il
the Engineering Shope Building on the Oklahoma State Uni-
vemsity campus. All D Inletlor parts were conatructed by the
two a local plumber made the case, and & Yale lock
wuunedm-mumm This model, known ag the “Black Maria,”
is now on display in the De'pcrhn!nl of Industrial Enginecring
at Oklshoma State University,

Thuessn attempted to rglgplmm- Magee at Alluquerque,
ut ha wes unable to contect him o reach Magee aftar
rapeated attempta, Thugeen and Hale decided to find aut how
muzch it would coat fo manufacture the parking meter. They pre-
pared drawings of the model and submitted them to veriouws
mnnl-ctunns companied. They asked the companiea to give

"I Thueen (0 Magre. Mar I, Thuem Culetlon, Dnteemity
Arctiven Oriaboa Seast Taeemtey Lib E

of the Dexelopme of she Farkiog Meler
Wol XLV, 5. 171,
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Oklabnd 4nd the Parking Yeier "

them an estimate of the coat. of constructing manulscturing ol
t make each pari, as well ay the enst of producing enough parts
lo construct 1,000 meters, The Century Electric Company of
3t Leuis, Missourd, provided them. with 4 complete cost estl
mata. This company was willng 1o do o bucause chers was
a chaéc for thém 60 Ret the construction conitract, and they wewe

alm much in_need of new busess during the years of the
Great Depression 1+

In tha early fail of 1833, Thueoen fnally succreded in con-
tacting Mzgee, who egreed to come to Stillwater to look at tha
model. Magee delested doing business by telsphone or by letter,
end he tried to confine his activitiea to personal conferences.
Whep he saw the “Black Mai i
and he eaked Thuesen and Hale to prepa 17
mediately, They presented him with the figures prepared by the
Cenmrv Elwtric Company, and he was delighted srith their

foresight.

Dwring the Christmas holidavs of 1383, Thuesen traveled to
Milwaukee, Wisconain, and Chicayo, IHinois, to talk with pros-
pective parts suppliers for the parking meter. When Thuesen
g b Feport ts Magee, they deided 1y employ o Sand Spring

klahoens, machinist mamed. Adaiph Schillinger to do herties
i i Schillinger had n well-equipped shop ane
whed ingenious melhods, but his efforts were unsstisfactory.!?

In the aarly summer of 1934, Mages and Thussen went on &
trip together to meet with proapective manufacturers of the park-
ing meter. They talked with Schillinger in Sand Springs and
weni from there to Kanmas City, Missouri, where thay viliwd
with & dic cawter and p slot machine mamlfxch]l!r. but Hr!y

roceeded to 5t

tha
the toola and the parts necessary o undertake the venture. With
this information Mages and Thuesen returned to

Before embarking o |l1e trip with Meges, Thuesen had
tried o contact & '[‘ul.au Nic-0-Time Company. This
conecern had canatn g devices used for u-plod.mg nitro-
glyeerin in oil wellg, hut uve firm wad no
‘Afler Magee ard Thussen had viited Schilinger in Sand Bae
Sohillinger decided to vel the Enformation st Mages wae look

120 120 4nid 125 Smerrion of uthon with Thorsen.
Sllmaian, Dinbotan, Jove .
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Ghiahorss and The
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for someane o manufacture parking meters. He contacted
.l B MeGay and G. E. Nldmlumx,ﬂneawnemufll-zll-unrl

information, They contacted Mage: and, made an agroement
wi him o produce his parking excter.!

Megse zaised encugh capitsl ta start hia osm corporation.
He acuuircd the necesary fands from, 125 bysinesanen aml i
orporated the Dual Perking Meter Campany. The oHioes of the

the Cotamerot and Exchange Building

Union. Meial Company of Canton, Uhia."?

Meee cerved ap president of the Dual Parking Meter Com-
pany and Virgil Brown and H. L. Eddy were his aids. Later,
Hale joined the firm. In 1835, R, J. Benzel, vice-president of the
Sonthiwestern Bell Telephone ive vi

precident of the compony. Aflor agree
the meters, McGay and Nichalson bought stock in the com-
pany.r

The neme chosen for the parking devios was the Park-O-

company. purchased during
WorIdern and when the mew company wad lormed afer

13 Thussen, “Remlaloreoves of the Development of the Parkior Meter,*
The Chranicion of Ghlokema, Val, XLV, [ 127; Medny 1o authors, August

24, 1907, n authors’ possesalon.

o 0
Mtier Brores" mmawratiyt vty in suieors
posacmion, p. B.

20 Iuterslem of autbors. with T! Okisboms, Tune 1¢,
BGT; “Beaeel to Quit Phoae Job, Taia Parkiag Sater Flrm” Natiy Okl
Lo, Suptambar 6. 10, B 361 Melar W awibore, Auguit 1, 1987
2 autio
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the war, the trademark “Fark-O-Meter” waa used on ihe Magss:
Hale maters.?1

When the sgreed to manufacture park-
ing melers for Jrogion Piliin( Moter Company, it daidad o
modify the original ThucsenHale model. This decigion was
based primatily on the meters ld.upublllly w the _production
equipment by the Macnick Company. The original
madel had been m.md o be produesd mith standard rachines
Tequizing & minimum of initial toal cost. The Macnick Compary,
b uced bomb timers and recording meteze, and
they were one of the few fima in e area equipped with the
antomatic lathes and punch presses necessary to produce Hese
Procucta, The Maemick Company this developes a mmotel which
could. be pranufsctired by uking Bredominately punch press sheet
metal paris.

The mode] wes quite similar 1o the original Thuesen Hele
deaign. Tt used an enclosed sigual which wn! visible through
one windw and provided enother windew th gh which the

te. Thua one could purpocely tun the handle enly part of
the way through the cyck: and make the meter appear to be
npasung The operator ooulé manipulate the handle wo that e
would b up, but the coin would ramatt i the mac

e oo o ased rapeatedly lo operate the metar.

Thueser. endl Hale mel with McGay and Nicholson end
pointed aut the flaws i € Hew model. The pARmORE problem
s that she desgn did ot cause the apersior o sors the

zy to drive the mechaniam trrough ito. cytle with-

uuMam.id:denianhe these ﬂmmrpmtgdm
the design, they partially_overcame its ehortoomings, and the
firel parking meters installed wore haned oo this deign. The
Macnick Cotmpany set ap Hielr plent. i mamatacture thi ype of
meter, and the Dual Company began their quert for o trial
irstallation 12
Fortunately, conditions were excallent for tha soteptance
of the parking meter. Motorialz ir. Oklahoms. had beer: enduring
intolersble parking conditions for years, and they were beginning
1 look to new methods bo solve he problem. Almo, city govarn

11 P, “The ParkO-Muuec Stors menecriot artsle 1o suthony
pmassedun. and Toat ||. Amtometic Turkiog Melers,”
Amirican "o, Ve ML nmaneg, W,

Thursen, Remlaisornces of th nmh.mm of thy Purking Mever,”
he Ghramirer of Oklekema, Vol XLV, p, 130,




Dklakoms and the Parking eter 18

ente were in need of additicnal sources of revemua during the
‘Great Depresgion, and the perking meter would partially alleviate
this problem. Magee, recagnizing these facts, decided to attempt
to set up 2 test inetallation in Qkdahoma City.

Thig urban area was experiencing the dame problews that
were comman in mast large dites during uus period. In additin
to the parking situstion in the downlown ares, the city was ex-
perienchag o sleady shrinkaga in te valubtion of 48 16T DA,
In 1831 real end persanel property in Oblahuma City was as-
wwsed of 169,774,858 By 1934 the ameased nluarhn nt ﬂ:k
property had dropped to $119,142.466. The amemed
ot public_servie: companics in Oklphoma County in T
£31,392,103, but by 1534 had plunged to 324,401,360 This meant
that the tex base of properly and public wtilities had ghrunk
288% in only three yairs, Such & Tapid drop in the tax base
had left the city edministation in & critical_position. As the
amount of ax maney decreaned, the city could revert to daficit
spending and continue to maintein all the ondinary services per-
formed befors the fll in valuation, drastically curtail servicen
and stay within its budget, or lack for new sources of income.

Oblahoma City chose the last method. The fedaral govem-
ment wag making Jeans to cilics in this period, but to be in 1
Tavorable pegiticn to Teneive such & loan, it was imperative that
Oklahoma City pay ita debts in an orderly manner, Oklahama
Cliy maintained this policy, end by 1635 & was one of the five
soundest municipal corporations in the nation. 1t was smazing
o he city could mnau..um - Whil it s poying off 2
debt, reaging base. In
aciiien, e . 1evy, had dropted SHT3 ey TLO% oo
valluation in 1854 alone. The city's yopulation wa Incressing,
but not (st enough to warrnt this decrease n the levy.i

The ity manager who was direeting this masterful menipu-
lation of the city's revenuss was Orval M. Mosier. He was able
4o effectivaly ulllize existing funds and was sided by provident
stale suprome oourt rulinga which released gver 300,000 to the
city's treasury in the early 190/ Elowaver, by the end of 1934
the cily was faced with the problem of using all of its mirphus
to maintain services in 1995, of BGRING New Sourea of rovenue,

11 Oklnhoms Tox Commimian, Report of the Oklaboria Tax Gommis-
FHon—from itn Creation J--«'rr 19, 2831 1o July 1, 19015 snd for the

Threo Placal ¥eare B Jwnd W, 032, 1933 ond TR oma Cilr.
Niduboms leln' Plh\llilll Company, 1934), o IBT-1TL: "“Bond Db
Cut Pua Oty fo Hetkow'e Tom Fiarucinl Task” Obisbumad Cliy rieas

Apri 18, 1835, p

Mimier Facen Croblem of Fioding New Tersoom to Roplect
Huranaes 1 Taeve’ Dess Skispaman, Aot 20, 08, oo
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Moaier could have recommended a mmllulrw.bulbe
mmlmtmmmmﬂmﬂsmﬁw

| companies which operated pipe lines end wells within u»
uw limita. A heavy pipe line tax wag imposed on the Oklihoma
Naturel Geé Company, and thia lax alone accounted for ovar
$30,000 a year in increased revenue, He praposed a $250.00 a

ity council, after hearing
sgrmdunnslmmlymrhxmmd'lwﬂl Mosiers plan would
heve netted the city S70.000 & year, and the compromise fax
MdmlynuilTTDﬂﬂmuunudedWﬂanriﬂ
hew rovenue, and hmne'mun—-nuldhrinlmh-ﬂnn
$60,000. Moaier could look to two additional new aoulwl
Tevenbe: ann&rddmrmamdpark\n'mm
tax on users oulaids the city limite wes aimed
milunlylthmutpnl:hnghﬂuﬂ Malar voived the opinion
.tu.z;mkmg p-mmuuddwmﬂnymﬂﬂh

YBII bnl-ihllwhll |=rlll|ecll_v!lrbelc!-l-henmi¢dm.m
n new .1

Mosier had been planning o oblise parking meter for
recommended tha

When Mosier wis faoed with the problem of finding new sources
of zevenue in April, 1935, ho was abla to submit this ordinence
1o the city councdl, It waa introuced 1o the coundl on Apedl 25,
Bt o actioh was taken.:?

The new councl fhat would vote on tha ordinance was
samuivhat oo avérable o Mosier than e eorlior wanel that

] :
ur\yAprﬂn(!}ml.myaar.G A. Blark, the lender of the
N to Mosier, had been defeated in the city’'s hoction.
vt BUSk thers wia noc much arganived resistance in the
council. pudl 26, Moaier ot the fact that he intanded to
4k for & five-mill levy leak o tha newspapers. The reaction of

Foven o Foep Cliy Wi Luvg." IMF. hoei 31, 3088
H “Mpaler Fares Problem of Fia dl New Revene:
e .!h-innn Io bnevine” ibid. Atll 20, 1635, b. 8,
% T. Jobowon, "Oppoaltion 13 lluizr l!‘lm- Sd]I Erlient as

Revunts Sosrioes Do Fooe St Ayt T .

T lrdrines e Brtind e By et kb, ity Times,
Novembar 20, 1634, 13 wen Husvy Dockel,” Dady Okla-
Saman, Sgrl) 21, 1538, . 2.
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the: council members was immediate, They countercd with the
propoml that they would wail untl the budgct Droposals were
announced and until it was definitely known how much money
the city sould receive from Togeral hmda hzfum they would
Usariselves on any levy increase that woukd raise taxes
F150 for ‘vach TLOOD In promcrly vatuabion. Un I dey (e
m.e.l mel, Muior announced In the newspaper that he was
e ways to avoid un =d valoram Jevy for general fund
p\upc-n Ha again advocated the wse of indirect taxaticn with
ﬂn income derived from the naw sewer tax and the atallation
meters. He eslimated that. the parking mater would

‘mng 375,000 to the city's coffers the first year.1®

On May 2, 1935, the parking mater ordinance was read for
1he secund time befare the Okinhoma City Council. It wan pamed
Ty . vate of five to thres. It called for the installation and regula-
tion of Park-0-Metera gnd provided for @ penalty far violation,
The wonding of the ordinance used the term “Park-O-Mater,*
the Dual Parking Mater Company's trademark 2+

Mosier's victory was not complete on the parking meter
insue. Within a few days cpposition to his plane began to de-
velop, bul he wea not seriously challenged, He die not  pros Tay

the levy increane once the parking meter ordinance
. However, Mosier's master plan had called for Iheev!nwnl
installation of 1,000 parking metecs, and it woa on this bals
it he had anticipated an additfonal $75,000 in new revenue?

The test plan provided for the installation of 200 metsts i
the downtawn area of Oklshoma City. The parking meters would
bnetupnnfwrkenhlochmﬂmuly’lmwnwm‘lm

p.rlunxraewumnrvuenuanhou for the uae of each
timed zone, mdwnynmwwhm
Cours e ander e miml P

Alhmhnlll‘hrlhenldlnmmlpuﬂd there was
speculation on how well the purking melers would wotk. At firt
the newspapers reported that a red flag would be viaible in the

41 Jobmeon, "Opposition to Menitt Regime G0 Evident az Racenoy
- Fire" id, Aprll 22, 1835, p. 12 "Mosier 10 Year Plin
Facen Councdl Tont oo Leoy lwme* (klaberna City Timas, et 2 100
Ber Two City Buodgec Propemle in July,” B,
. p 4 losler Favors Oveeral Fund Levy Neat Year Tnlom
New Revenlds wrt Found,” Saily Otlokemon, May 2, 1096, o 12,
180kiabose Gl Ok, Minwra of the Swtog ot ihe O
Gounel ey 3 1B Toak 0, T, masenlpt domimest, Trate G-
ol Hfles, )Gulli:'bll Bufidlzg. Olhhollk Cllr Okiabon,

K5, 5.
WL Litlgate,” Halfy Obladomon, Mar B, 1605, p.
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glazs window, snd when & motorist deposited a mickel, & green
flag would pop wp and replace it until ihe parking time elapaed.
Newspapera soon. Teporied, however, that there waa no red flag,
and only a xleenﬂuwuuldbeuudtongnaléh-lu-znnln
had paid hin pnrlun: fee. Meanwhile, Mages conceived the i
of 2 ‘mnled tube In e scetar which would calioct 4 Seomiod
<oins. The ibe could be removed by u city employee and trans-
Dorted to the tremsurers office.’t

The potking meter made it firet public anpearance al a
display in OKlahoma City on May 8, 1935, While Oldahoma
City's residents wara viewing and preparing for this novel de-
viee, Mages wis draftng a contract for presautation o the ety

rtised

initia?
.!'uiy 18, 1635, Thin avent caused & stamm of conbaversy which
put the practicability and legality of the deviee 1o  severe teat
in the months ehead !

When parking metera were insalled on Oklshema City
etreets, apponents of the device maintained that they were an
(llsgn]mfnnymlm!hemdl ucky ight 1o froe v o the
reets. Favorsble conrt rulings scon cound
Eoimions et heraatior nok onty o Obiabarra oty bt |hmu|b-
out the United States, more complex legal etmtegies ware used
in atiemnts lo ramove parking maters. In some cases the de-
fendcts of the parking mster Jout court decrs, bt in. mook

instances the davice wea found to be legal.

Mlm}ndnnﬁdplhdmﬂmlmmwhmhbepnhh
developrent of the purking metar. Min legal truini
porienta suygested it parking metera would be declared |Ikpl

2 Tarkieg Mot 1o be Toualled In Oty ot Qoce’ Okiuboms
Timar, by . .3 Enrkees Wil op, banpere W et
e Olekomon, Bas B, 1680, b 1.

71 "Heren the TurkOlecar b Acton — For  Hlckel 1 Pueke” itd,
Muy 6, 1985, p, Z: Oklabome Cliy, Ollalo rrat
DAl Pazkloe Weesr Gonrany aod The cm— ‘st Oklaboma Oity, July,
1835, manuseript documea, Traifle Centrul Offiee, Mualclpal Bulldioy,
Okisboms Oy, Oklabyms o OKibome 001, Ottbocid, “Mibutes of b
Mectlng of the Gty Councll, Julr 2, 1636 Bosk D, p. 438, masuseript
docomest, Trtls Conird Oflke, Maldiel Buliiar, Olabezs. €1t
Dielaboma.
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(Vnlversity Archives, binkom stuce Civemity)
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‘becznse city governmenis would be cherging rent for the use of
public sireets. He therefore decided to mpproach e problem
#rom another direction, He mainwined that parking meters could
be utilized to ruul-le traffic, and for this purpose a emall fee
would be legal.it

‘When the Oklahama City council inelructed the municipal
counselor to prepare g uullahle ardinance providing for the in-
siallation of parking rmewrs, some Oklshome Cily residents
questioned their Jmhw Annmeys EAS Bullzrhd:] and B R

MeComack ai aed that they would injunction suit i
the ¢ily planned o install parking melers, 12" 5 hevame evi-
dent that the ocdinance would actually be passed, Bursriield

emerged as the leader of the opponents of the parking meter
ordinance. When the city counell pamed the meabure, Butter-
field changed his tactics. He decidad rot o conleal the ordinance,
but 1o confine his opposition 1o the legality of the city's pur-
chase of parking metern He planned e bwo-pronged atlack:
firat, he would file a ouil agairel <ity officiula to prevent them
from paying for the parking meters; sscond, he would file &
#uil agairut Magee to prevent him from collecting any money
to pay far the perking meters. Butlerfield clected to allow the
city Lo inatall the parking metars in order 1o build a better case.’

The opponenta of parking meters ook no Jegal action against

the mwters until thay were installed on July 18, 1985 Butisr
field, however, had mgain changed his epproach and scught &
temporary injunction ﬂmgml that the city wna attempting to
levy en additional fax on autemshiles while claiming that park-
ing meter fees were wmed for traffic regulation. He contended
that this tax was depriving aucorobile swners of their Property
withoul duc Drocess of law. In addition he munhm!d it the
feea wete for the mole purposa of mising revens
frounds a tamporary restraining order prohibiting oot
s was gramted on July 17, 1935, by Diatrict gudae Clorenca
M, Now iha fwo linss of battle were cleatly diawn. The of
ponents of parking meters had used the apomach Mages had
enticipated, The city could base Its dufenos of the lden that
€ meters would be umd merely to regulate parking. The
courts eould decida on the legality of itn stand.

LD e Cont Luskings Daiy
Baugbmsn, -‘Pmo-umu — ¥y
T, Tuty 10, 1945, 7
3 Iiterrlen of .uu.m -m Thoewen, Biilmater, Ollaboia, Jubt 14,
847

man, Toly 21, 1058,
Bab! Oklshoma Clry

3% Drdigauce s Ondered on Parkiog Metorm” Ollakorua City Timer,
Norember 20, 1854, o L.

34 "Earhers WU Pag, Lawyers Wil Lichute,” Daily Obiakor
6, 1035, p

o, May
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As soon a3 the atralning ocdet Was granted, City Manager
Musier ordersc Polics Chiaf Johin Watt to,rovert to the old
purking erdinenee and enforce parking without using
the meters. The maney already aapo.md war collected from the
meters, and they were rendered inoperative pending u court
ruling on the tempocary restmaining arder.

A besring o determine whather the tampomiry reatmining
order. ehould be changed o a permanent restraining order wes
8et. for July 23, 1935, in the courtroom of Judge Sam Hooker.
Hozlon Deupree, the cily attomey, wes aided by M-gen al-
torneys, Maleolm W, McEenzis and W. H. Broom, in preparing
the cits defense. A. P. Van Meter, the assistant municipal
mnm.lon actually representad the elly at the heating, and the
defense of the ordinance was pzanm.grl by B, who a

The cppanenta of the
parking metsrs were represented by Butkrﬁeld, Melvilk F
Boddie, gnd Harry I Neul)’qr"

The day before the hearing Butterfield rerved Mogier with
5 wubjoena to appear in court the nexl day, but Modier disre-
parded the subpoena and left for Washington, D. C., the night
before the hearing. Butlerfield used thin event o fumish more
publicity for tha hearin

When the hearing began the next dey, the courtroom was
packed with interested apectators. Judge Eiooker was ided by
Judmes Mills, Ben Amold, and George Giddings. Butterticld
bosed mich of Bin case on an appesl ta peréonal sentiment. He

his attack &0 many tines that Judge Hooker threatened them
with eviction to maintain order.™

Brown'n precentation of fhe city's case was in marked oot
tragt ko the iactics used by Buttertield, Brown attemptad to

7 Farking ‘frev Tendloy o Jo Court” Obishomn iy
Timet Ialy 1T, 3088, p. 3¢ iFialeiie Clele Morer Dodget Seipomas
Parking i Tewe St Todas, QRiohoman, T
Taliriems Tl dutois Flan io rim Mickel
Meten" Nam York Tom, J..u 17, 1908, fiee. 1, 7.
it Claim Stosler Dodged Enhnﬂ!nn in Pachlog Meter Teat
Day Ghiahames, Tuty 15, 1950,

*Clbetrig Thrang nm Butented Iy l’llkln‘ Fight Oklyhoma
SNy Times, July 23 1935, p

St Todax,
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Oklakoma and tha Parking Metor 188

precent a cipe based on sound kegal principles and did not re-
sort to an emolional appesl o the courl, He recognized the need
for aimilar precedenta in order to crcala o sizong Gise for the

i efem by explaining
ted aut that it wea

that parking meters
seave Ut privilegs. Brown contended thal the pril
involved ware nat new. Oklahama City requized the paymenl of
licenss fecs by mdwidual- who desired the privilege of cperating
certain business in the city, and the eame principle appll!d ta
parking melem. He argued that. the m, charged thes fees to
regulate businesses and would epply the ssme principle with
Darlunz melers.

was not content te limit the scope of his defense lo
Ioﬂl ordinancen, burt tasedd much of His cuse on alate siatutea,
He maintained that not ooly could cities establish ordmanwu
that were not in conflict with the lawa of the United Staies o
the lows of Oklahesna, but such erdinances would benefit rade

and <nfores ordinances that provided for Lhe removal of nuisances
t were in conflict with ﬂ-ehulinurul.uofh city, He con-
tended that overtime parkers were in thin miegory. He quotsd
forty-six pertinent court decisions from gver the United States
and noled in each cese that (i court rwd gone far beyond what
necessary in order to preserve @ eimilar ordinance. He
Eoded s dclense by siating that the city had every Agh: (o
charge a regulatory fea for the privilege of parking on i
wirente, !

The judses took one day to deliberate the case, They con-
cluded that the <ity &id have the Hght to mstall parking metera
and charge @ nominal fee in order to regulate parking m

B Coll
wirits Liters: Foank O Hasin on, .
drme Slauter, 1987 (2 1o, Dklaioms Clig: arlow Publishing Co.
8923,

4 e, it mrantoms. Bl 20 Awnm. Id Duttertishd vs, The
ity of Oktatioma Stg. Juky I WG o 430, manvmeripl’ ocuinents
’]l}':‘wn Drilesin, By Arhives, Olishme e, Torwores
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streta, Homever, whilsthey reaintyiud that asking s indeod
2 privloge given by e iy, they apreed tht it the moter

@ high a8 they weve on the firat day of
et thon the fo¢ s cRorbitant

When the courts decision weg announced, Butterflekd &4
nat lose heart. He maintained that the decision was a victory far
the appocenta ol parking meters, He won confident that the
amaunt of revenue teken in by Uhe metets would remain canetant,
oand therefore exnrbitant; if this were true, then he would indeed
have & cae. Magee Laughed at thls contention and commentsd
Tt he could sel the parking metars 20 they wouid take 8 enelles
aoin.e?

i ing the conlidence of Mages, 3
mounced that he would eppeal the decision lo the Olahoms
Suprern Court. Howayer, Buttorield whited thres cuths be-

d the hia was joined B

When the district court denied a permanent injunction

againgt parking maters, the ppmmafmmﬂmm

ook i weye of gttack. Pl Dillee, an Oklgbyma Cly 2t

torrey, to seek a referendum cn the parking me

rdaioe . e pet secton. Eis athaed an Tuly 35, 1995,

e be would amampt 1o gvt enouch signaties ca'a petfion
the ordinanca

to place on the Saptember 24 tmllob.4}

Moyor J. Frank Martin eqreed that Dillard had a good idea
an said Ut he fould vote for the mferendum if the alty cruncll
vole nded in & Sa. He contended thut the people should huya
oppertunity to vote on en eadinance a8 controversial an thia.
o id noft give 2y help to Dillard, homeven, and. Ieft it up 1
the appanents. of 1he mefers to get the Recesary Rigmatres

When Dillard began his referendum mavement, ke thaught
that he would have to get 6,000 aignatures to place his refer-

41 Sam Hooler's devialon of July 25, 1638, ‘o Brown, ibid.

41 "Parkizg Appral Runhed Metem Go fo Dne. Adxln Frider Oila
bom Oy Times, Juls 26, 1835, 5. 10

44 "Parking Me!!r- Held Legul,” New Tork quln Ju\I a5, 1835,
Bee 1. p. 12: “Changs Made o Meter Suit” Del
1095, “Puikiag Wt Huied Vaild Lk mn et Oy Teatea

4
Shakoma OIS Tist, Maved 9, 1007,
e Caralon Ropek] Butoed, Mmers o o Bet Agatn Feidar,” i,
Tuly 75, 1635, 5. 10.




Gklehoma amd the Porking Matar 01

endum cn the ballct. Hut einoe the last election in Oklahoma
City had been over the gaa franchise for the ciky and only 11,000
velers had bothered to cast their hallots, Dlll.ixd maeded only

3,000 gignaturen Still another legal qumlmn arcee before D|I|ard
mubmitted his teferendum petition the city council. Legally
he had to subrmil his petition wlth:n thirty deys of the pessage
of the parking meter ordinanes, A]I.hmlﬂ-n aver twa months had
al 2 the ordinance was passed, the city stlomey was
agrecable and allowed Dillard to mhmll the psl.il.mn :l‘ be could

parking metez ordinance at the next slection. b

Gpponents of tha referendum protested, however. and were
suocesstul in having a hearing date delayed until Sepiember 18.
Dillare realized that. thia wnld nat pive his foroes enough time
tn wage a sucoenful campuign. even if the council found the
petition muffcin. Reluetacily Dillaod dropped et of the fishe
on Septembec 11, He announced that he would kv to get the
et on (he et oty oo i Aptil, 1997, but by st
time the Oklshoma. State Supreme Court had reached a decifion
in the H. E. Dunean uae*

When Meges mmmmimdwhngmmhem-—
cided that live cents would be the best fee fo chal
that glthaugh the amaunt wng sulfigiently large ta more
pay for the cost of operating the meters, it was still amall !nun‘h
10 impose no hardship on the parker, ‘The opponents of the park-
ing meterd had anothar view: 10 makter how sall the lee, they
contended that the principls of paying it wes in fact tacit agree-
ment that the city had the right to chayge o foe for metered
parking.
On tha day that parking meters were installed in Oklnhoma
City, attorneys Neuffer and Dillard spent. all day deliberately
but were ot ar-

e for Papular Your on Clis Tarkist
Dally Oklokoman, Toby 3, A0, p. 4: “Spreed

M aichom €y T

+fBusling Vare Phy Dewpped” Dui
1635, . 1.

Oklekoman, E;pl;mbcr 18,
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said that he would apply for & writ of habess corpus on that
indivicual's behalf *®

When the Lemporary injuneti ranted, mE some
canfusion in the city -dmmhmuan on -the o do o ]Ilevmt
wmpering with the parking meters, Prankaters found s way to

m the metars the fiat day of their operation, bul City en.
l[cr Mosier could not Toenie a city erdinance o deal with the

problem. But when the permament injunction was denied, Chic!
Wan announced that not caly did the parking meter ordinance

baxes and fire alarm boxes and vowed to uphold the a

time Mazee priniee en sopeal in the Daily Oklakoman
@ for the coopiration of the public. He painted our the

hemetis o the rarking rmeter and ashed for he public’ patience

and cooperalion fn the experiment.

The first person arrested for a patking meter violation was
the Reverend C. H. North of the Third Penlocostal Holiness
Churth of Cklshoma City, Reverend North mid that he was
wuilly, but maintained that he had gone ta a stora to get change,
and when he returned to deposit hia nml\nl he found a ticket on
his windshield. Aft ring testimony, Police Judge Mike
Foater dismigaed the case s* R, H. Avllll ul Clintan, Oklahome,
was the firel person actually fined in Oklshoma City for & Pll‘k-
ing meter violation, He war arcesled for placing & elug in
p.rnmg meter, and wan fined $11.00, which he paid. Judge Four
jimilar violations would bring the aame fina.*!

On Augrast 2, 1935, the same day Judge Foster wan assessing
the Hirst parking metar fine in another part of Oklahomn City, an
event waa taking place which could have reaultad in irreparable
harn ko the e of parking metem. Distriet Court Jude |
parked his car in front of the Tradeamcn Ny
one-hour parking space and deposited his et Ml and s
bailiff went 1o lunch and returned in bventy-aeven minutes, only
ta find a ticket for avertime Darking, He want straight o police

# Inwecrew af aukom wih Thican, Sultmatr, ORlsboms, Jroe 25
e Find Mickel Turker Pl Park ty_Oblohoman,
Tl 17, 1085, 5. 1 Okl ks Tl 1o PLcbt mmun Hlot
Cuttwon Tuekig Metrue Nem Tork Tiats, fots 17, 1005, See- 1 b
;OHierr Fiod Mickel Parkee Piekle Tarker.” Daily mm....

055, b 1: “Packim Wb, Stetern G o Lie Agaln
Pt sy Quy 'rr 25, . 10; “Courieny Tagn
Unedd om Curh Meter July 21! Imﬁ r 1 “Concerning the
Purk O-uer” Duvie Dhtenaran. 307 20, 0%, 5. 11,

moay ecks Perk Sletrs T Toeslelng Pustor” Oblshoms
o T oy .
‘svker Fiaed for cnnllu Messr® ibid, Aupuar 2, 1038, 7 1.
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headquarters snd explained the situation Lo Pnlme Captain Tom
Webly. Webh ngreed that. something mual be wrong sith the
perking meter 4nd ok the offending ticket. Judge Mills did not
purgue the matier further because of emended injimclion
hesring thet wes pending ¥
Another form of apposition eppeared when Judge Fostar
suspended Mrs. (. W. Alley’s $3.00 fine for overtime parking in
order Lo give her time to sell her chickens io pay the fine. Mre.
Alley contended u..g two police officers told her not to put
in the parking meter beesuse people were already paying
enw\.uh Ncxes, Chlel wm ordered an investigation, and the cuse
made good publicity for the oppohents of parking molers)

Oviober 8, 1885, Baddie was fined 33.00 on each of towo

muit, the Boddie case did not become A lest case.!*

Mo further action was teken to create & teat case until the
lpte gumener of 1835, when two scparate vielolions were uwed.
One involved Tom Chambers, an attomey who illegally parked

il nod even bolhet 0 Kecb o resord of th casee. Though those
sere corwidered minor offensas, the stage wes bet for further
court aetion.}t

Chambers and Duncan appesled to the diitrict tourt for a
writ of habeas corpus. They had difficulty petting the court to
meet, and the hearing way repeatedly delayed. Finally they were
gble to get a heaning on September 25, 1836, Eaglelon, acting es

e 3tikla Mg Evlileute in v Meter” urunt 2, 1638, p. 16
ore Too, Baleeeren Enots Fockiog om0, Socusi

3, 1038

Jo-Meter Cometen Touds Tyt Cave 1o Hiah Cout.” i, Detober
8 1m0, 11 it Daily Okasmas, October &,
1695, 1 1

18 Judges WL
Jog Law Frees Tes

4, September n. Jtag. 0. 62 Turkc
uz, -
o Noveatr 2, 1001,

1en Geer to
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their attorney, declared that he wunled to get a cléarcut de-
cision 50 (hat the case could be taken to the stata suprems court,
Judges Hooker, Amold, Giddings, and Mills listened 1o the
presentation of the two cases. Eagleton contanted that the regu-
Iation of Imfﬁ-.-. and pireety wes a statewide concern and that
ipal authorities, ragtricted 1o things local, had 1o right to
regulate -t-eeu The judges ook the eane under advigement and
did not resch a decision at that time, The district court. decided

Suprome court actd on fhe case on March 8, 1837, when Duncan
the writ of habess corpus. The court esid in effect

That parking wan ot auch an. ebeclate eight for whi ;
was preventsd fzom charging a fee. The vi of the parking
meter ordinance was wpbeld @ o regulatary messure, but the
decizion might have been diflere: bad the ordinance been for
revenve pu ihe il cebout in Oklebora w Gty

for the oxpaments f pasking mesrs, Eagloton

et e o e o e asen i Okbanne City
aguinat the salidty of purhn' meters. With an eye on the Great
tained that if ihe fees proved to

<ity of Lawtan, Oklabhoma, was involved in a court fight over
parking meters.ts

The guccer of @ pew invention is measured in part by ite
ability mpﬁ-l:e the
Promotera of

caphuring the puhllc’h attention just

after the firet inetallation of parking meter in
An early an May B, 1936, nimost two monthy before the firgt in-
stallation, the Daily Oklahoman printed s plenire of Mayme
Warren, 8 pratty Oklahoma City housewife. operating a damon-
stration model of a Thual Park-O-Meter.57 The ool newnpapats
emized upon the installation of the first parking meters as a novel-
ty and consequently gave them frec publicity in their pages.

Tarkiag Law Faces lahsman, Septrmbes

e Eegramber 1, o0

%, 10%, 5 3 Deesion In mluvd
Ttor K.

7 ey
Oblabomgan, By R, 1




Oktadoms and ide Parking Meier 185

When a nine vear old girl deposited o nickel in  parking meter
on the firsl day of theit ues because she theught it was & gum
ine, it made the front paga of the Oklshome City Times.
The mullic cooperated in providing pubilkcity, and wlore long
pmpleu:m Tlaying n in plrkm] apaces and runchers were

ever am embarrasping situation oepurred concerning  parking
metars, the newspapers published the stary. For example, Marvin
Shabun, gnd K. C. Clowse parkaf thair Brtishmede Auctin
automehiles in one parking space, The dilemma lacing Okla-
boma City satrsiman J. F. Roughlan when he stiempted o
ticket the tutor resented a bitarious situation and focusd ot
Sttontion on parking meters. A rmotorist from Gilion, Oklahoma,
submitted 1 poem about parking mefers, and it was good enough
to be printed in the Diahatra City Témes, News shout parking
Meltts was not confined to nemepapers and perlodicals, Camera-
man Wsbber Hall of Fox Movistom News e pbured Ted Winne-
bezer. & seven year old Oklshoma City resident. in the sct of

parking hin soap box derby car ot a perking meter, and thin
sequence made Lhe weekly newa Hm.18

These situations caught the public eye and provided pub-
licity, but ot the same time they aflorded another service fo
Framalers of PATKINE meters, In most inatances U Tews-

paper articles weal on to sxplain how parking maters warked,
and in this way rovided valumble instructon o their oe. The

ted an atmoephere that did much to counteract the
e p..m.l-.cy that parking meters were receiving in court fighla
end encouraged people to try them.

The sk of providlng end prometing parking meters was
vignmuuly purmed by the Thisl Parking M.w Company. Dual
hed been the fint company to produce parking meters, and it
mnhmmd .be e nehuaTys Ieador unti 1 mwld One of the
main flaws. in the original metor s Jta rellance on o manual
‘ype operation. Hale and Thuesen had attemptad to correct this
dmmlty by deslgning an improved model in mas but the
Ma ik Company worked mt-prlun.meu-wm incor-

rated my automatic operation. When Magee called a meeting
JnUkIv.homlE.il;v discuss the merita of the two designs an
Dicember 31, 195, MeGay, Nicholson, Thuescn, and Hale at-

tended, After discusaing the good and bad Doints uf each design,

T ) Hab ™ Oklnbeme Oiey Tran
oty 19, 16, . 121 11 l‘u . Tarh o Gllusoma (g Noms®
7 18, 1900, p. 11; “Bargain Tace an Barking: Twa for
o Lty g Mgt . 1; Semuel Knaon,
X P &1 “Borp Bae Drieer Triee Metezs, Lands
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it wap decided o produce the automatie parking meser. Coober:
ation such s this ensbled the Dual Parking Mster Compeny to
i8tain it industorwide lendershin o the pre-World War 1T pe-
While other companies were just beginning to prepare
ot type parking meterg for the market, the Dunl Purking
ler Campany was already planning en sulomatic product.’?

There wes alsa the meiter of paymeal, When Magee slarted
selling :mk...g mm-, he took inks considerslion the fesibility
ts. He Inew that in Lhe Great Depression most

e em wonld be peyctont b make 8 lerge upllll outlay
from already exhausted revenues, so he devised a Lime paymenl
plen. An armngenknt was made o lesse parking meters to cities
until £he reters had paid for hematlves out of parking revenues.
The Dyal Parking Meler Company gol B5% of the income, and
the city Telained 15%. The city's percentage of the Tevenue war
used Lo defray tha ool of mainksining the oarking metcrs, When

time on all of the revenue went 1o the sity. £

The amount of moniy paid by & city for parking meters
yarisd with sach transaction. T fist parking mters were achd
to Oklahoma City_for $23.00 each by the Dusl Parking Meter
Company. The price of parking melers continued to rise until
the npring of 1936, From this time on the standard price wea
85300 per mewer. Flowever, fowe sities sontinued 1 get them

demanded

be aken into conaideration when ArTiving at 8 Price. In thia
tonce the Dual Company lowered its price to $23.00 per meter
in Destimber, 1985, far the second order of parking metera pur-
chased by Oklahoma City.#1

The melbods wied by the Dust Company to pramals fte
product changed over the yearn At first maot, of the
“an don by Mages, and he usaelly went diracily toeity ety
ta make the lease and purchsse arrengements, As time pomed

4 T, “Rerminiacvea of the Dorelspment o thr Packing Yetor
he Chrenivis f Gutahomy VA L e iRR
Witeniee o i Towaer Sellosnee, Oblshose, T 3,
var.

1 Qblshona Tlty, Oklahoms, “Contrart Bstwsrs Thr Dual Tarking
Meter Company nmd the City of Ohfshuma City. July, 160" mscoscriat
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and he idea of parking meters caught on, it was recessary to

expend the campany’s pramobionsl techniques. In Septetmber,
1835, Magee announced that ey city that wmnled (o evaluate
the use of parking meters could contact him and he would vend
themn & motion picture of Ihe parking meter in operation. The
fim stacted with scens of Oldahoms Ciey shrests before parking
melers were inetalled and then showsd the skeels after the
Parking meters were. aperation, 1t ahes demonsivaled howr (he
machines were serviced and how the money was collected 42

The most ambitious effort made by the Dual Parking Meter
advertiseants

ing metr.? In Decsmber, 1906, the frsk utomatic ParkO-

Motem were produced, and from thin time on the oompany's
adverlisements sireased the virtnes of eutomatic parking metars.
The name change from Park-O-Meter 1o Thual Packing Metar in
January, 1837, had Nittle effect o sales becruse mast of the
advertizements still carried the name of Magee as [he presidant
of the company. ¢+

e recomniaed the volue of peraanal appeal and 4id vot
o promote his

value of parking meters (o municipal officials acreea the nation.
{The numbes on¢ salesman fo: the Dl Parking Meter Company
wma J. Nuwa Jordy, whose ethiinianm knes its, He at-
tempted to complete an armngement with New Stk G e

3% Lok -Mter T Sbown by Masle” Paly Oulaboman. Sentess-
A,

ber 1, 1035, Sec

e Clty Neels (he Park-0-Meter” Amerscen City, Tel. 1 (Neta
her. 160K, w 9 “Acottier Park-O-Meter Cits, Fort Worth, Tetar I
Tew mmn; 080 Orlyice] Carl Magee Meters." ibld, Vol LT (Jone.
Toa0)

Fhotmmrarle Parklog Matorm, Conteo) Farking
Bustnem, Provante Slrky and Traffie Fafo
har, 1), . 1 A Thia

e Awioaite Tty
Tratuusr, 10011, 5. 104,
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would have grossed $11,600.000, and he also had plana fo in-
Paris,

that thei ¢fty needed parking melers, but he continued to be the
Ieud.ing aalebwan for the Thial Parking Matar Company.¢!
gee tried o convinos ety officials of Nﬂl. Qklahoma,
that Nrkml meters solve downtown tic congegtion in
u.enu:y In this inftance n.ammm-mnmnlnpped in that
Company wes 8 homatown industry, and by pur-
chnlnl poarking meters the city would be creating mors Fork l'nr
. On September 12, 1335, Tulse City Attorney H.

rep!
vidual members of the t‘.lty nnlmi:ll to act llvnrahly on & parking
meter ordinance.

ity council met sm.nm 5
ﬂnpnhntmlﬁqnuﬂmm ot dinsisned becacin d
was not.present; and w] hmﬂ'leuwmunalﬂmlhmansup-

to ‘magerity
npmm that perking melera would be on additional fax turder

matorista and that moat of the povenue collectad in
the it veas of opcratian mould Bo o the Dral Perking Meter
Company 16 pay for the parking maters. Same time would pam
before parking meters were natalled in Tulna.6

A big booet in parking meter les cams from sdditionsl
purcdass by eltes that weo already using o bimited nurober on
streeta. Oklaboma City became the first city to make o

& stekle decton egutaen Tasking” Sdirary Digoa, Yol CXIT
{Augum 22, 1098,
56 * Parklug e 1: rurure Drawa” Tul Tribune, Brotetcbtt

1095, 5, 13 “Tulsw Gers No Parking Mot {bis,, Aeplomber 14, mu.
p. T; "Parking Mriern Pomlble Apale,” iid., Beptember 17. IRRH.
“Purkiag Mere U Hioilag New dtlon” fd. Sentetec 20 Suae.
v 13 “ueram Absrt % thy Pariog Metcrs Pum” Bid, Seplember 35,
1805, 3 17 Purely Mete out of Telowe Raraet Badert ke oot ar




secend purchase of Park-O-Meters, when on Deeember 17, 1935,
the city council epproved an additional Inm.a}lnfinn of perking
meters. Two hundred and ninety-eight addil parking maters.
were inatalled an Cklehema City atreets on Dszmhzr 20, 1935,
and the city kept fifry-lhres parking metars in reserve 1o meet
fature requests, Repcal eales continued ko be an important part
of the Dual Parking Meter Compeny’s total volume of tusinees. &

When the Dual Farking Meter Company produced its firat
au!umllc parking meters, it encournged city officials to inatall
W nodels of to brade their old manusl type meters for

cndlt wwlld the purchase price of the pew automatic patking

weters.s The Dual Company continued ita sleady industrywide

leadership up to World War IL Before the war cauged a shut-

down in 1942, 71,383 parking meters had been sold, and 15807
were returned s partial peyment for new Butcmatic meters. s

Once perking maters bagan to prove their value on Okle-
homa City gireels, competing fima commenced planning to pro-
ducs parking msters, Tht first pcaon who arsemptad to ergsinios

. Glaze of

verna |

hie parking mater a Park-O-Lad imed that it was
superier tg the Park-O-Meter because it resisted chealcrs, Chla-
homa ity offieials wore abla ko evaluate the Purk-O-Lator when

red purchasing -

competitor by & wide margin, and befors Workl War IT it sold
more than one-third of the parking meters in the Unitad States.™

Competition foreed the Dusl Campany to constantly improve
its_prodnct. The leading companies cabmittad thalr parking

mn Appraves Tdger Teanafors” Dafly ntkl.—m Temaber
[ “Tohe of Farking Merem In §21,% December 21

utomarle Pnllnz Sintem Coetrel Tavking, Ald Metorlam, Belp
. Teomeate. ifie Entureement,”
i i Aol ety

F. Noliiug, “Purking 1 M
eo: The Intermationsl Cily Mangers As
Hate, “The Park-D-Meler Story,” maws-

v Qeiobar 18, 308,

Hee, i U ot ol g S
90, 5, Vis Fialn, “The BariOedeter Story - wavuncript 1a atbare
pomrlon, p. B.
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meters (o torturc tests lo prove their worth. Tt was not illegal
for competing firma 1o take wild claims about the virtues of
their products in the pre-war period, for the parking mater in-
dnslry did nol have regulatiohs until 1951, when the Federsl
Trade Commimsion announced a sel of twenty ruied. Meny of the
comparies that could nol back up their olalne went cut of
x . o

lhe parking meter campanisa had to conform to ihe requirementa
of the customer; thia resulted in bebter rervice to cities and to
otoriats.!!

Bafore World Wz 11, many Oklahomans applied for patents
an devices. thet could be rlssaitied aa parking metern. Same of
tham were Reves produced for sale, and others were impractical
and could not satiafy the requirements of malorisls or municizali-
tiea, Mages had apgliad for 2 tatent on his first crude parking

ter element on Decernbar 21, 1982, but the Thuesen-Hale de-
8ign was 80 much more practical that he did not purvue the first

1
uperluuml p.rlun; meter on Oklahoma City's streets in duly.
1935.7

Hezrnan 3. Johna of Ollahoma City patentad thres diffsrent
types of parking metars, Ha patented u belt driven perking meter
on Decernber 8, 1395, and an Deazmber 21 of the same year he

Ing Metér Company. On Auguat 19, 1387, Jobs spphed for 8
patent on a parking meter which featored an fluminated dial
Pousing; the' patest rights on thin meter were parchael by
Witey W, Lawrey of Oklahoma City.

Thucon and Hale patented & parking meter an their own
en March 9, 1995, und f smn purchaoed by the Durl Compeny:
Max M. Weaver of Oklshoma City Datented  parking meter
whith rccorded rlaposd porking tme on an cally operated
time chart. On March 27, 1937, Sam W. Limg of Oklahoma City
Patenied s perking meter model which wan dimilar fo the Dual

7 Amerian Cuy, Tl 10 (ol
> ibie. Vol
T Vs

71%An Al Weather Parking et
1871, 1 1171 “Impeoeed Pariiog Jiets
v, o wn..a- Fulew f Tarking Moter Tndustrz,

73 Balted Staten Tatent Ottics, Oftieia Qarette, ¥ot, CDLEYY .
Ty v 103, i, Vel cn:.xxx (daly, 185T), pp. BEASRL: ibid., Vol
DG Tainy, 10381,
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Parking Meler. Laer thet aame yeor Homy Lewis Long of
OUlahurva City patented @ porking metar which used an oil flow
wmechanism a8 o fiming device. Both of the Long patentn were
purchased by Mter Meters, Inc., of Chicago, Illinoia Okls-
homans contributed much o the carly growth of the parking
meter indutiry through thair motor inventions and patents. Al
though nat all of the models uilt by Oklahoma inventory were
manufactured, they al) contributed to & bottar product.’s
Homever efficient the parking meter was, I it did not aid
in controlling treffic ip @ congested area, then it whs, 6s some
eritics claimad, nothing more than & means of collecting more
{ance. From the begmmg, Oklahoma City offcial had roc.
eanizid the need to detontine whether or not parking meters
ing lheir primary purpose, and on Auguat 11, 1855,

inent
'wuun for U’:e Iul'vry wan to delermine ‘ll\eﬂwr merchants and

eoepting patking meters, When Lambert qub-
mitted h!l Hnd!n.uw Mosier on August 26, 1935, the results were
vety favorbla for parking meters, Lambert oboerved that in o
metered parking 2omes 80% of the entomobiles were awned by
merdmnmurmﬂpkwhuwmkedmuwdmmam and that
very few of the molorista parked in these 20mes were shoppers
After meking repeated checrvations on the eame non-metered
sireels, he found that the mme automobiles remained. When ob-
sarving metarad zones, Lambert found a sharp contrest, There
he noled & rapid himover of sutomobiles In parking Bpeces, and
8 even flaw of traffic. Lambert praised parking meters in hia
report and anid that they swere the arawer (o Oldahoma Cily's
parking problems, Meeier alio wanied & survey to back up hig
Dropesal 1o extend the use of parking meters in Oklahoma City,
and this study gave him the avidence he needed.”* He believed
that Oklahoma City should have 1,608 parking meiers to con-
trol ali of ita limited parking zones. He installed themn 8 few
&t a time and wnited for the public to reqognize a oeed for them
in & new aren before he authorized edditional installations. The
parking problem in Oklahoma City ehowed 8 marked improve-

e, Tl CDIXTU (Nwomber 030, p. M2 i, S
OAPLXXX (July, 1T} b, W9 1 DXXXIX (Junt, 10610, 1,
id, vl CORCVT (Noreher

ot i

4 Jedt x.-mm “Sutres of Parding Mebers In 0 Avgust
B0, 10000 b 3 woamesatat duamens, Thaoes Coltemoo, Babiorr
Avchlves, Oklaboma Bare [alversity Library.

%S e Data on Ettellcares of Tarkiog
ae 18, 1035, p. 1.
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ent by the pring of 1336, and by then the ciy had inatalled
additional pazking meters. 7

Gne chstacle which parking meles bad lo smount wos
the desire by the motarist to cheat the metet
elug. Thia problem was eliminated through w lomum M
Thugsen and Hale, who made the lest coin deposited
through & window in ihe head of (he parking meter T otorin
would alio try 1o #top tha handle on the meler before it om-
phted [t movement, which would anable him o park an un-
Timited time without using anather coin. ‘The Thussen-Hale prin
ciple of meking & mechanism which forced the wer to push the
andle far enough o erable the device to store enaugh energy
1o complete the oycla forestalled any atiempt to gain free time
by this methad.

Before the installation of parking melors, many cities were
plagued by tho oll-day parker, The fact that 8% of Oklahorta
C)typrkmmydmmprhngspmalldayml_nfh
prime rensoms Magee tummed (o porking melers an o solution
to this problem. Although the parking meter was ot infallible,
it wes much more reliable then police effarts to control all-day
marking by chalking tires.”?

Not all motoriats could be relied on to keep an aceurste Tec-
ord of taeir parking tin in metarsd sooes. The kntwledge, how-
evar, that 8 device wng recording the elapeed time served to re-
mind more packers than ever before that Gey had a Lmited pe-
tid lo park Overtima parking lickets issued in metered zonea
ware mach fewer then overtime parking tickets imed in non-
metered sones’t

Perking meter violation. caontrol yestsd primarily an the trat-

of

" Amsrieyn
Mllltlnu l-mlu by Meters”
P-uk Wamssemens, Vot KA rvtrucy, S5O0
Tuorsrn, Alentalnony o tht Dondiupmset o f
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easier for patrolmen to defand their reasona for writing parking
violation tickew. ¥
It is doublful that the parki
qun without the prospect of raising gh
mutered parking. Oklahoma City officiala were much in need of
nrlr]mmul revenue for the city's coffers when they began to
conaider installing parking meters, Without the anticipation. of
Tiew revenua bo compermate for tha loca of tx mottey through an
tax base, Oklahoma Cily very likaly would nat
horve oo wl]lmgh: apend money an en untried method of park-
ing con
From hfirutdnydapﬂlﬁnn, ﬂ.el!vmuemived from
parking meter in Oklahoma City was encauraging ta city affi.
ciala, Cl!y Treasurer Joe Ammerman anncunced that the city had
received 33573 in revenue om the first day of parking meter
operation. Thin sraa an average of forty-nine cents for each meter.
Ammerman’s precise announcements of parking meter revenue
earned him !he title ol “Jitney Joe,” bul he continued to eve-
tematically npnn all parking ivatar ravenues ta the paopls of
Oklahoma City #

At his rate it was obvious to Oklahoma City officialn (at
parking meters would provids a much needod Boon to the dliy's
treasury. Parking meter revermus, howevar, fluctunted with bea-
sonal traffic mevement inio the downiown eres. By Ocober,
1935, the parking raetors ware Dol producing a8 Much revmue
a8 I Soptember, but even with this clight decline in revemse
the ety was able to pay for all of ita parking meters in two and
one-hall ronths, This was 4 strong argument to back the pur-
chase of additional parking metars, and when the second order
of parking meters want into operstian an Oklahoms. Cily streets,
this faith was justified. On the firet day of operation of the 472
perking meters, the clty vollected §231.85 in revenus. Basing
ealeulations on thin daily revene and taking into tonzidaration
seasonal buines alumps, F. G. Beker, the Oklahoma City audi-
tor, predicted thet the parking meters would bring $55.000 an-
nuclly in sdditional revenue to the city treasury. Thia estimate

7 “Watt Hesrn Two Palleemen 'Kosck Caching Meters” Oklabuma
City Tv ngast 8, 1606, v L: Blmdéon, “Wheo, Where sl How
’a;wuu Frrin be Resicte” Insfiude of Troffio Engincers Procoetings

10 vltnder Tuoes Tecblim of Elag Revamuen 0 Rapince
. ety Gitsoman. Aprh T, W0k 3.
vy Park Jn Oklak: 7 Nem T

1 R“enln o Taviter Metes Tape BISS Eaiy
Orlebaman, Tt 19, N0t .
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v quite accurate becwisa in Deceraber, 1836, Oliphoma City
wen aure of at least 360,000 in parking meter revenuet

The amount of raoney collecied depended on the typa of
arking meter usod. Il was important to have a machine that
continuad t operats in all kinds of weather snd could withatand

nt. Tha fnkroduction of automatic Parking meter elim-
inated rome of the difficulties matorisis had i operating the
mamual type. A patking meter that needsd liltle maintenance
or repair wonld continue to produce revenue, nnd the motarist
would be maore aatislied with 1l ithan ane which waa subject to
comgtant breakdowrs,

The amount ot time cllowed in each parking sane v lke-
wise  factor in determining how vas collecied.
¢ molers were st mealled in Oklaborna Cily, e

When parki
matorist paid five cents an hour in all metered zonea. Alea
time sllowed In each metered parking space did not particolarly

pal

conform ta the needs of the motarists, After Lamibert took his
survey in August, 1935, Mosier concluded that tha time period
permitted in metered panea should be carrelated with the time re-
quirements of the location. Masier took stepa, mith the
Qulphora City Tratfic Commisaion concurring, tn limit the park-
time in ffont of banks, for inslancs, o thirty minutes, This
would enable mort molorlals to uet the facilitios of the banks,
and the i allowed wat enoueh 1o transact warmal busins

veml te mmumed o0 it was poesible to collect twice
Fy money 1 g metera inatalled in front af banka
Tran e e ' ‘hrougbant alher parts of the dawn
town area 3

Although five cent was the ususl fee charged for parking,
there was no specific reason why this coin bad ta be used in all
from the that he had

tiod metered
enne. Anether innevation was the int mmafwmummn
which would take mor than onia type of coin. Theed maters

52 ‘Tazkloe Pagmentn Decline Bligtily. October 13, 1096, Ser.

P 7:Ch 00 Surplur ta Slake Bxieanivr Mdniciva]
444, Dicenhes 0, 1615, 1. 8, Thbe of Parblng Ueeers &
Devuier 21, 1618 o 1: "Clty Rovemne for § Montha
i Dectmber 10, 1080, Sre. A, .

etcrs Suart @ Comirareray; Ghlshom cluy Sl into
Tork Times July 21, 1635, Bec. 2. p.
Tore (o ne Tomrvre Do Diishomon, Sesieabat 16, 1038, 5 1.

+4 "Court Rullog Maz Legalise Cole Parbing™ ividy July 24, 1085,
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usually teok one cent for aach bwelve-minute time period, five
cente for an heur, and ten centa for two hours. Thay worked
quite well and were satisiactory to the motorista®*

Parking metar vicletions raised the question of deciding on

pznnlhm Oklahoma City officials maintained that 4 light fine
both elfective and in kesping with the nature of lhe

wulauun Oklahoma City had rejected the origina! propoeal

& $20.00 violation fe, and eventually motorists were fined swo

for over parking in & limed zone, This worked guite well. An.

n&-ernnﬂ:odmhmo&nmllhrwfml}ehnloﬂ

to
make the motorist hesitate before violating a perking meter, snd
ampll enough not to coune undye hardghip an the parker ¢

Another question for Oklahoma ClLy and other municipal
povernments tn conider was [he use of parking meter revanue.
These moniea could be put ip the nly treasury and used to de-
Tray day-lo-dey municipal expenaes, but this would only serve to
reinforce conlentions that parking meter fees were just another
iax. One solution «a the pmhl! was o eliocate parking meler
revenue for traffic es were able to vpgrede thelr
safely programa and emplw udduwml traffic control pecsomnel,
‘When motarists ctuld see improvements being made Lo rolieve
\railic congestion and aid in speeding up traffic flow, they were
much more willing bo pay for the privilege of parking on city
streets
Callecting parking meter coina did not pose sny difficulty,
for the Thial Company had forescen the problem and intatpor-
atad an ingenious gathering syelem in their parking metsr,
kelg fell into & tbe located below the head of the parking
meter, When the coing were collected each day, the tube was
roplaced with an empty one. The nealed, naed tubea were marked
and taken to the city treamrer'e office, where the city wan able
to keep an aceurate record of how much money was depositad
wriing roeter. This procadure aleo allowed the City of
and all gther cities that ingtalled parking meters
to gvaluate the performance of esch parking meter: it could be
determined whether @ Derking meter wan ectually needed in a

' Oklaboma Cltz Timas,
light Flarn Mafc Heers B
Vo 13 ok, 10400,
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specific location and what trw liwit should be set on azy
particular parking space.t

When parking meters were first instolled on Cklahoma Cily
Stronts. in 1935, no 6o know with any degres of certainty what
affect they would have on traffic control or on commereial retiy-

stallation of parking metets. When he instructed Lambert to
effactivaness of parking meters in Auguat,

metara had won an

merchints wore mtisfied. Moat of the changes they recommen
were concerned with & variation of time limits, depending on the
businega eatablishment, aff
Mosier used the information submitted by Lambert to revise
parking liito [n tived sones, Moot metere orking apoces re-
tained thelr one-hour limil, but spaces near hanky were deaiy-

meterm in the Oklakoma City business community.™

Mayor Martin did not want to use the information oblained
Qurvey when he wms asked by oily officials all

T dvarissing e Product of s 1ol Berkin

¥ “Tuoord Ful” Dally OHiakemn
of -nlhnru with Thursen, Beillwgerr, O W, Jus 1947
uener. “Reminloceacen nl ﬂi! Drv:lﬁpml nl th Pathing Moter,”
The cammla of Obiahoma, ¥
hert, Rurmey of p.mn. :mm [T Cly, Augort 28,
:m" ml- 19, mapuscript docoment. Thoeses Collection. Tairerdir
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# "Parking Time to be Tonger,” Euﬂb Cklsheman, Seplember 14,
1988 0. 1.
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Meter Company. Thus in October, 1935, he asked the Oklahoma
City Chamber of Commerre to take another sublic opinion Fur-
v, ane o oty st ) M G-yle 10 dirset the stuy.

another viclory

outnumbersd opponenta 146 to twelve. Agin the busiressman
had some suggestions for improving the ]nrhn. rmeter system,
but now they were clambring for an extemaion of metared zones.
Mozier persuaded the city ocouncil to act favorably an this re-

quest, and by December 20, 1935, O‘Idlhnml City's aecond bat-
tery of parking msters was in opemation.

Perhaps the mest important aegment of the population wilh
mgnni o pmung melet reaction wag that of ihe private

1o use lhe parking meter when he conducied hiz

hnumua in the downtown aren, and his eoteptanes of the syatem
was vital 1o ita success. Moaier and Mages wars awars of the
imporiance of the acreptance of parking mel ‘motoriats,
and even before parking metera were first lmhllarl in Oklehoma
Gity, they had tried lo prepare the public for the experiment. by
& sriva of newspupsr advertisements and radio broadcasts.*!

en Mages had appealed to the pecple of Oklahoma City
in an open lelter concerning parking meter ingtallation published

viewed, unny aeven were in favor of parking metars, whila only
two were apposed o the iden "

When the Oklahama City Chamber of Comemeste took
parking meter murvey in November, ms, it Jound that 759% of

the moloristy interviewed favored the meiers Oklohoma City
moterists Who opposed parking melers S 4o for & variety of
Teasons, A majority of those cpposed anid thay did not favor the
experimant bemuse they dintiked Mugee, while othors ghared

it Suad on Partlos Meters ln dlated” iz, Oc-
uColn Torking Surves Vore le Turombie.) nm
P. 18; “Takn of r..ur., Mecern La $221,7 bid, Docem:

L

72 Rersiatinr Parklug b3 Merer” Pubte Mamsgomens, Vol EVIIE
[Ftbrsacs, 1944),

#1 UCancern llmnnomz-m Doty Ghiakoman, Joly 39,
Tyl Labert, “Sorves of Pusking Wetem Lo Ghlsbue Oty Sagart 21
1935, moscript docament, Thucm Cofieeeion, Uutrapsity
retteen”okisoms. Sete otreraty Librars
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the opfion, of Bulsarh! that surking mebern were Slegal, or

st Uhey dmposed undoe linancial hordtip ™t By (he eve of

Tor1d Tt T o srour Ol moiorist had sceeptad

perking metezs. Tney oealied that they petiomod an aderoate
job in tontralling enstreet, parking and fot thal ream (hey o¥

Toaked the five cont Hee which cotinued to. crich ity toone

by parking meters in cities like

e avross the nation 1 refrain

from inereseing exlsting taxes or imposing new anes in the

Great Depression period.

The invention of parking eters crealed 2 new industry
for Oklnharna, The production and sale of ever 71,000 parking
meters in the pre-World War IT patiod repromenied & sgnificant
Increse in lopment of light indusicy in (he state. The
pmtmmnocp-mnxmmm and their promotion and
sale in Oklahoma City provided steady employment for hundreds
950 When mony Oklaborts induszios
t reduced capacily. the mew parking

B gl e g S A Al L
af the Great Depression

The fimt practical parking meter was invented by Okla-
homans, produoed by Oklaborare, and pold by Oklakomans.

n and Hale built their parking meter mode! st

Erove big product and to buy patent cights.on nem parking meter
designe: (he Dual parking meter stayed far ahaad of its com-
potilors i deagn, durabilicy, and pracictliy. The parking
meler is ons outatanding the creative ebility of Okla-
homana willing to put their T e e o
man-made problem.

4 “Coln Parkiog Suivey 16 Tavarable,” Dafly Oklahomen. Navmber

1835, p. 14: Lambert, “Barrey of Parkiag Meiers ia Ohlaboma City.

August 20, 1685.” p. 2 cacurcript dotutment, Tuuesn Cotkerion Oalrerdty
Arcblzes, Oblabama State Tniversicy Library,




