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HEGRO TROOP ACTIVITY IN INDIAN TERRITORY,
1B63-1865

By Lary C. Rampp*

At noﬂn, July 1 1953« the Jong column of black infentry

wes halted, ite commander, Union Colanel Jamea M.

Williims, I:mlm aw l‘mn the main body of resting troops and
moved his horse

em ‘poaitioned
command The ford and, the forified encampment locuiad. there.
Colonel Williama whetled his mount eround and retumned to hia
conimund whers ha ocdered Lhe regirnt to all in back on the
Texas Raed.!

Maiaz Jobn 4. Foreman, communding offeer of the Third
Indun Hoe Guord Raghoent, hid skiady moved forverd
through the parallel woods and pastures to make contact with

Confederate pickets
to harraas his Jine with seattered mushet fire. One com-
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[ The Chronicter of Obichoma

pany of the Third Indisn Hume Guard Roglment surged forward
into a formord Drotective line of skizmishers and engaged the
epeary pichots, killing throe and capluring three more. Being
overrun by the pressing Union. akirmiah line, the remaining Gon-
Toderate. pickele retired across the szeck and merged with She
main Conledemste troapa.t
Union horse artillery was ondered to deliver p, covering fire

while @ depth rounding was taken of the rain-gwollen cresk.
Finding it too high for fording by his colored infantry, Colanel
Witliams posied o bevy line of pickets alony L crook banks
and moved back out of range to organize the sttack for the
Trorroms The o togin wan postest owo milen back from the
fard and secured in @ temporaty park an an open prairie. Hald-
ing conference with his etaff, Colonel Williama laid out hia plan
of attack: The Union flanks would be secured by detached. por-
tions of the attached Indian Battalion. The ten campRnies of
tha First Kanais Colored Valunteers Infantry Regiment mere to

ruke up the main stiack fore, alon with parts of the Thixd

ndian Home Gusrd Regiment and o baitalion of Second Cale-
— [nﬁnh’y Regiment)

e M dyn fhe trocpa wers swured from 3 (iful sise> and
moved anxiously into thair aimigned wmbat. positions. By eight
a'clock that morning the troop placements had been made ready.
Calonel Williamy, locating himeelf 2t  vantage point in Lhe

center of e line behind his tlack regiment, ordered the artille
on the wings to commence [iting. For lorty minutes the s«mi

Kansus Artillery Batery poured solid shat and ahell u

antzenched Cortedarates ecvoss Cakin Croek, Believing that o
had driven fhe entiy from their placeménits, Wil-

neared the anemy shore, concealed Confederaten be-

an. o pou a mereilss firg upor, the, On o horse, Mujor Fore
it a prima target. Ho wan one of the finst 1o be Bit, After

e meaket ‘balla had hit. ki mesant, wo Balls found Majaz
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Foreman, pilching him vialently into the water. Seeing fair
pallant. major laken from the fighting, the Todian troop quickly
Jast all heart for combat and began s confused withdrawal back
acrosa Cabin Creel.

Cn'lnnsl W||l|nmu immediately ordered forward mm.lnm

troaps were maneuvered i the right of the Ursicn center and there

began (o sy down 6 permanent blanket of covering fire for the

fecond ateack columnn, The Federal artillory also began taring
[

ta cease firing and instructed the company officers 1o
ncran the creck.

Befora the dln of (he artllcy plecss had compleily lled.
the b;.:k troops began maving down the

recerve black units retuned lhe enemy fire and completcly
masked b Climbing up [he slippory banks the ealorsd wits
quickly realigned and bepan maving forward in regimental font.

Cevelry rushed acroms the cresk and tock up a position an
the right fark of the loay Usion lins. Anether mounted it
commandsd by Lieutsnant Philbrick, maved though the ad-

vaneing col
and with a yell rommend end encouragement charged the
Confederate secondary entrenchment acros the praitie, pistals
blazing, sabers held high, The waight of the covalry attack, along
with the heavy infantry muskel fire of the black scldiern we
00 much for the Confederate line to bear Tt fell apart and
Southem troope ran far a.m lives, obliviows 1o their cfficers’
entreaties to stand and figh!

Seeing the Confederate line put to rlight, Uulww-l Williama
elopped the infantry pursuit and ordered forward hia reserves of
cavalty ta continue the chase. Dewpite the hﬂw firing on both
sidea only fitty-one soldiers were kilied and seventy w

O those ligures, one kille and twenty wounded belonged to the
Union casually list Putting his column inio line and returning
1 his parked wagen irain, Colonel Willlama pushed on to Fort
Gibgon, his mission being accoraplished.

[0 pn, 50581,
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Ever since the fimt gun sounded the beginning of the CM‘I
War, interested pecple north and eouth of the Mason-Dixon
continuglly asked about the role the Megro was o play in

War. The Negro, in mnru was individually quick to catch |he
war fervor, Upcn Tearning of the messacre of Sixth Mamachuetia
Vnhmum i1 the streats of Battimore, Maryland, April 13, 1861,

larpe group of Negroes rented m public hall in which
i ancl maal of arrm hopiAg to Hsaller enlit

Pruldenl Abtshern Lincoln in 1861 wea very reluctant io
Hin hesitance wag due %0 the fear of

alicnalhg tho border tates. Linooln's Secretary of War, Simon
Cameron actively advocated the use of Negro Hoopa but because

the government, it
1862, Though M wanctioned ulﬁull')’, Ihe Firet South U-mllnl
Voluntesrs Reginsent was the first actual recruitment and arming
of Negro mans

Activity for Nexra recruitment wes present in the frans-
Biskisaippi 4104 aa well a8 in the Dipdrment of the South. The
pro-Union state of Kanmn did not lag behind in the tecruiting
of Negroen for anlitacy purposen A Sivegion of the miliars
men o v Negro woud ool be, complete mithaut & Mentian of
Tomea Hezy Yane, L-m.lUluwdShamSemhrhlm
presenting Hansss, was slicted in 1661, Spoaking in Fort

th?l’t.llu Nagro may just aa ngl bemme Tood for powder a3 my

recruitment of colpred men in Kanss begn on
July!'l 1662 It v cn 1 dite that Lane wi dslinated 3o
cruiting agent in the Union Dapartoent of Kansas, Because his
commision did not menticn he particular ree 1o be recruited in

1 Thomas J. Boyd, "The Ure of Nexro Troopn by Exams During the
Civll War™ (lJn ublished Mawter of Artn Thesin, Kanms Seagn Teachers
Gl frsburd, Kankw, 19003, o, 132
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tLmlisn: S vl Sbi) War. 1)
MAJON GENEMAL DAVID NIINTER
Febinal Commandar of e Depariment of cht Gouth was the st il

offlcer In Gin Civil War 1o onder the recruitmeat of Nagroes for ol
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@
actual enrallment of Negroes into the army h.u.,}. ! forth many
chisctiona: Sympathizers for the reballion feared ihe addition of
the Negra manpower to the reeerves of the United Staten. Some

ked the race an  whalo. Making the Negro a soldier
gave him undeserved social stature and a few beligved fhat en-
zollment in the army would not be in the best interest of the
Negro, Slill others were present who belicved that the Nesro
did nt have Lhe necenmy qualifications o take a courageous
and efficient soldier.F

_ Colonel Williams wes placed in cherme of mising Lhe first

ware
led on treudulent charges by courty aficiclo and the white
officers of the proposd regiment were harrassed with trumped-
U eharges, mon 4a nlawiily deping a person of hia foee
dom.?

By January 13, 1863, the Kanass First Colored Volunleers
Infantry Regiment, a4 the colored unit wne called, wag ready to
be mustered in, comprising six of the ten companics necessary
malne IIP an Iﬂflnll'y tegiment. By May 2, 1853, the remain-

wers filled and mustered in, filling the regi-
ment wmplelely T Bofore the maw mpﬂmﬂ had uxm to pitch
tente alongwids their aister companies, the commanding generel
of the Hamaae department, Ma;m' General James G. Blllnt or-
dered the entire rolored command o report lo Baxter Springs
located in southeaste Kmm Baxter Springs was less than a
day’n ride from Ind.r.lll Terrilol

Colonel Williame wus to open up a permanent lina of com-
maniexion with the cularmoct Fideral st in Trdion Tercitory.

Fort Gibson, Being #0 close to Indian Territary, il is doubtless
Ilu!. mnlw Negro scouting patrols weaved back and lunh acroes.
the Kanzaa and Lndian Territory border, The reginent of colored

woldiery occupied the Baxter Springe fortification P vicinity
until June 25, 1863. On this date inetructions were received from
departmenial headquartors stating that the Kansas First Colored
Volunteers Infantry Regiment would form part of an ascort to
4 very inportant supply and provisions wagen frain. Bemuse
of the rough topographical festures in esstern Indian Tereitory
the only dependble route of supply to Fort Gibson and the

® Tbid. pp. 1418,
® 1.,
12 16id., bu. 16, 17, 2071,
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Union garrison stationed there was the Texas Road.!! The post
and troops stationed at Baxter Springs testitied ta the value of
the Hanms Firet Colorad

emmlnl 1 b0 three miles. The )nl'llllz'y would stretch along both
sides of the road and keap a watch for Conlederate snipers. The
m.lrymmlumpolm,mhmmmmrmmd
p movementa. The trin entercd Indien Territory on
I}\Amghtu‘fJnneBﬂurw marming of July 1. AL was quist
fat the Unian train until middsy July 2. Major Foreman, com-
raander of the point and reinforced vanguard, sent back 4 mea
sage 12 Colonel Williama who was riding with the main body
thal a Confederate foree of an wndetermined number had been
anmunhmd an U seuth bark of Cabin Creek. The skirmishing
I Foreman's point resulted in three Confcderale dead and a

hkz number captured; nn'l.lrunn soldiers wers Xilled or woundsd. ‘2

Recciving word of the encounter, Colonel Williaza moved
forward wilh a twelve_pound field hewitcer, This gun joined
the ighter antifery of Foromuc's Brignde and together they o
gen tn probe the oppasite bank of Cabin Creek for Canfederste
emplacements and trenches. Solid shat and salves of eanister
foreed the Confederales o call in Lhelr shimishers and oon-
solidate their fortifications leaving the Federal colored traops
in oommand of the rorth bank of Cabin Creck and the cur-
i woods. After malking a recarmaissance of the creek and
Tocovering o o be tna dess for nit infoniry fore te ford,
Colonel Williams decided to hold off on &n immcdiate atack
and aniered g colored resiment {70 camp & sate clatanon from

ere preparing for the mext
mornlig's fight, ﬁ:lm\d W;Ihum urdewd the bugler wmnnd an
oificer's call a8 he planned hdt evening & war counedl,

v “uiliars Road” though
ar. The Teana Road o

uih_dircction bicting the saxtern part of Indlan
‘The Toilight of the Cantedeeaes lo [odlan Territory,
4
"bifigy 0w Wloot, Julr 7, 1809, Official Recordr, I, XXII, FL 1, op.
FIHATH; Cohage, “Enmsrrneit at Cubin Creel, Indine Tertiwry,” Chram
clas of Dblahoma, X, pp, 47-400
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Calonel Wiliame outlned hia plan 1o e staif and line
officers s thus: Lieutenant Colonel Lo H. Dodd, commander of
the original wagon frain ecort, would remain in that pesition
ond remove his wagons (0 8 point hwa miles o the rear of the
Cain Cresk ford, The_pralo localod cheee would offr enorigh
apace to corral the entire train; a minimum gustd escort woul
accompany Lisutsnant Colone] Dodd. The artillery .mmm
would be positioned an both flanks of the chemy not more than
two bundred yards leom their entrenchmants. Two s pounder
cnnons would be located on the left Mank, one twelve-pound

¥

the Karaan Firgt, Golored Volunteers Infantry Regiment, support.
& by Foreman's Union Indian Brigade troops, made an atimpt
1 feree  crogaing, having the intenlion of routing the Conlederate
soldiers loated thore, Following this general operation order,
Colone] Williame faued hia sitack order: Major Foreraan and
on: company of his Indian Home Guards Regiment would lead
the aHeck: Lisutenant Colon=l fohn Bowles would lead the ten
companies of the Kanms First Colored Volunteers Infantry Regi-
ment; behind Lienlenant Colenel Bowles would be cna heltalion
ﬂm&»m&h&mwmgmmwm.m
J Nelaon Smldl Tn reserve and quarding the Union flanks sould

mmei of Wieconsin and Harwas cavelry,
clndedlnl.hhmm wis the remainder of Major Foreman'
Indilns‘gl;ldu;d! having the secondary mimslon of being infantry

Om July 2, 1863, the Negro and Incian coldiers broke aimp

of a mammath fan, the columas of infantry eepaated from the
mein body, atopping with the completion of the double rank faz-
mation, of linear thetis used by Civil War infantry units, Mount-
«d ofticers rode up und down the lines, filling gupe, offiring en-
couragement, and siraightening the battle formation where nec-

ey Britton, The Onlon Indian Brigade in e Civd Wor (Kue-
url; Sranklia Hudso Fubilainy Co, 1082), pp, $68:293

]‘hﬂllv‘ Sy Julp 7, 1903, Willinaw w Fhillips, July ——.
Toremea to Philiza, Jots' 5. 1800, Srfictu Freonds. 1 AETL, T 1 B0
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essary, By eight e'clock that maming all wes m.d_v With =
deafening oar the Union artillery on the flanks began to lay
owm. i .

taken of the creek;
satislactory ronarts that the creck had fallen sufliciently to allow
farding, he pregared to aetack, Aker u lastminute
with his stafl, he ordered thase officers to Tost, The attack way
about 1o berin The colored asidiors koelt. i position waiing
the wazd to mave farvar, Evolantarily finching with eccn
rilony mapert, There rer Seiihen fone T Tepriliation
these Black broops since they had been bloodied in Kanma and
they were prepaed to ddie for the Union.'t

Calenel Willinms ordered the artillery to consefiring ad

troapa hept these invelusble sypplien dry and unble An the
Naorthern Indian foroes neared the opposite ahore,
Confederale Indian troops opened up on the \mlnerlble Union

company to bear; they began a perfidious retreat back acrass the
creek tr: their former positions.!?

Colonel Williama immediately irared ipstructions which
wouid send hia own regiment acros the <rek. Th awaiting

of the main atack ealumn andlnlimnihnalnngﬂnelfmm
bank of Cabin Cresk to the right of the Union column. Theas

troapa 'belan firing at the far bank in an effort o force the
Confederates dovn behind their entrenchmenta until the rest of
the regiment <ould owernm the position. The ertillery fired

he Tnios Rrigrde in the (ol War, pp. 201:23%;
wmum Bl o o105 Borsmas 1o, Fallieo o 5. 1585,
s, 1. XXAL, PL 1, po. 380, 382
n wm:ﬂ.m 1o Fbilliss, July —, 1603, Official Records, §. XXIL,




s Tha Chraniclm of Oblshome.

salvos emin and the vicinity of Canin Creek echoed and re-
echoed with the din of cannon reporis. The Kanss First Col-
ored Volunteers Tnianiry Regiment quickly and without serious
camueltien cracked the Southern earthwerks and secured the far
bank. The black regiment displayed superd discipline in the
manner they reapanded lo the ordera of their officers. New lings
were formed on the #nemy's side of the creck and the colo
Union regiment maved out on the nearby prairie 1 offer battle
14 the Confedtrates druwn up on the far side,

eutersmt R. C. Philbrick, comtuander of Company C,
Nrnlh Kansas Cavalry Regimant, moved eepments of his mounted
unll across the ereek to the support of the vulnerable flanks of
the long Union line. With lsas than 400 yarde separating them,
the two lines of infantry faced each ather. e Negro trovps knew
that only complete vanquishment of the enemy woul do; it
wean & arelt ko fact thes that. no prisgners or quartsr was given when
colared troops were involved in an engagement. The deathly
quietness hanging over the Confederate and Union lines wag
broken with the renewed fire of the Union artillery and the three
compenics of bleck infantry in¢ their covering fire, The
aligned Fedetal infantry did not attack as axpectad; inatead the
center partions of the colored line fell buck. allcwing tww com-
panies of Capiain John E. Stusrt's cavalry through. One

ta the keit; the other column daghed to the n|hl

forming a single line of horsemen, Halumz Inng enough o align,
the Kansas horsemen drow sabres ving a piercing Yel]
lunged towerd Lhe Confaderate line. Opmlng .e. -
4 tried to wnanddle the charging Union md
traops beyn to ive & eupporting fire wh.n:h had &n unmed e
and revealing effact Charging cavelry on the Southern Tndisgn
was too much ta bear. The Confederate line fell nplrl under
the weight of the mounied aseault end the men in the ranks
made for the rear and safety. Colonel Wlllmms -zdemd tresh
<uvelry to pursue the defeatad Southerners up his
black regiment to secure the ahandoned Confederats powitions
and care for the wounded enemy.'*

The Feteral pursuit s called back afur o fve il chase
Union lesers 1 twenty
Indinn and colored traopa wounded Lo A e
ewtimated ot fityy killed, & comparative mumber woundad, and

. From the captured Confederate goldiers, informa-
Ton mas leamed Taat ihe leader of the enemy aracking force
had been, Colone] Stand Watic, the moat able Confederatt In-
dian in Indian Terrllory. With a foroe of valy 900 men Colonel
Willinrms had besten off 2 serious attack of a Confederats force

16 e, pr. SHORL,
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numbering closs ta 2,200 men. The Kansax First Colored Val-
unteers Infantry Kegiment and attached unita had ﬂgfruhly
praven cheir mettde in batide, g for the pa
train, Calonel Williams put his wdorloue Column on e Toson
Rood and continued fouth toward Fort Gibon. The victory at
Cabin Creek hed & noticesble eficct an all the Union forces
concerned; the morale was high, the step lively and the spirit of
satdisrly unity grew..7

The action ui Cabin Creck proved wilhout a doubt that the
Negro troopa were good fi.hm "ﬂ)ey had fought and defested
a superior foe who did rol r. Colonel Wlllisma bad &
Tegiment he conld be p‘zuud o & X
Action end combat i3 what these colared troops hungered for
and within @ few dayq ali appetites would be eatiafied.

The addition of the Hanaes Fimst Calored Valunteers In-
fertry Regiment to the Indian snd white unitz already atationed
st Fort Gibson now made it possitle for the Union forces o
aasume an offensive attitude, Word was filwring hack acroms

Arkansas that the Confederates were masing for a big of-
fenshve campaign. Thia push would have 1o be siapped whatever
the cost_or everything that the Union presence representad in
Tndion Torritory wouid be chitemated. Bn July 11,
Gibsor. was surprised by ar, unannounced vieit of theit Command-

Winaoetin cvalry umits.

Majer General Blunt went into immedicte wnre.em ith
il o the coropany and satf offiets sbo. the Sapendin
paifh: he planned to launch below the Ackenaas River. Blust on.
ganized his mounted tmopa and ...r...r., companies inla_two
Brigadea. The Fimt Brigade, commanded by Colonel William
. Judson, held the colored regiment; the Second Indien Hegi-
ment dismounted 8 infanliy and various esctions ef arillery.
The Second Brigade made up of moatly white saMiers, was com-
manded by the Fort Giteon commander, Colonel William A.
Phillips. s

Becpuse of the July rains the Grand River was quits eswol-
len and impassable. Major Georal Bhmt began conatructing mits

which were uanemdm trenaport his unita et the sarliest op-
pommty the svening of J'uly 15, 1863, wulnxrepo!hﬂﬂml
the Grend River was fordable a

the junchure
point with the Verdipris River Al. mldnlxm on July 15, Major

37 Neal

Ascendancey [n lodlen Tertltory. iy
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1RAA, m,tm.: Revon
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General Blunt led 250 cavalry and supporting eriillery, taken
from the First Brigede, out of Fort Gibeson bo force a pasmuge
acrass the Grend River, The remginder of tha Union offensive
torce: could then croms mafaly, opéning the campaign. The e
mainder of the First Brigade under Colonel Judsom, including
the First Kangas Colored Volunieera [nfantry Regiment, and the
Second Brigede under Phillips, als moved pat of Fort Gibson
taking & mare direct routz o the ford selected s the point of
croming. Arriving &t the ford, near the mouth of the Grand
Tliver, &3¢ Negro woops setted down to await the outrome of
vanguard on the enemy side of the river. Scattered shots and
infrequent valleys could be heard all the rest of the night,

By emly moming Union soldars appesred opposite the
wailing Federal columns and waved for them to troes, The
barges were brought forward, the infantry unita were forried
ecrom, end e opposite share and vicinity was tightly secured,
ellowing the resl af the column to be poled acroxm. This ferrying
maneuver was not completed until well after dark. By 10 Jelock
the night of July 18, all of the Fedural troops nnd their mipne
were an the hostile uide of the Crand River
encamp for the night the Negre and Indian companies fmd
up in e stealth of the darkness in their marching order end
immediately began to trek scuthward. The entire Union force
numbered only alightly less than 3,000 men. The Confederate
foron smé estimated by te reparts of aples to surpams §000 men
a1l hegvily armed and deeply entrenched an the banks of EIX
Creek. Marching throughout the night, the long Federal column
Iumbered toward its objective on Elk Creek. By daylight the
point squad brushed with the forward element of the Con-
federate outpost. Quickly reinforced, the Federals drove the
Southern soldiers bck on their cwn calumin and satrsichments
which were formed in attack order on the south side of Elk Cresk.
The Confederale smplecements exlended their lines for ane and
a hulf milen on either side of the Texas Road. Leaving orders
to close up the column which had becoms strung out in the
darkness, Major General Blunt took a small escort and moved
to the front to eramine the defemses of the waiting Confederate
force. Blunt was close enouh in the concealed Confedermie’s
trenshen that he could tell they were ready for en attack. He
could not Jocate the Southern artillery snd in en sffort to move
closer and pinpoknt it, the amall mounted pariy was spotted end
drew muaket fire from Confederale sutposts. Withdmwing W &
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place of safely one of Blunt's escorts, shot dead, wes toppled
from his horse.!t

Retuming 1o hia last-approaching column, Blunt found hia
men and horses exhausted from their all night fereed march. He
directed them to take cover behind a nearby to reat and est
some food Trom their haversacks before going intn battle. Men
of the Karsas First Colored Volunleers Infantry Regiment ate
# quick lunch and then readied their weapene for the corving
fight. Major General Blunt imed an officers’ tull and when
all the compuny commanders were emsembled, he outlined his
plan to them. Tha column would be divided into two parts: The
First Brigade under Calonel Judson. would form up on e west
or rlght side of the Texas Road and the Second Brigade nnder
o itself on the east or laft a:::;'

infants
by company, the cavalry in platocns, and artillery stationed by
sections. All unita would keep & ngh( end closed formatien w0
85 to deceive the Confederate forward observers of the Fedoral
atrength,

Having_imued these inpiructions ard cleared away any
questiona, Blunt ardered his officers to post and prepare to
march. As if on parade the one latze column broke inta two
amaller ones, ane an <either side of the road. The columns moved
out zapidly and clused the distance from the enemy to leas than
one-quarter mike. A8 soan a5 Blunt began receiving musket fira
from Canfederale vutposts, he ordered his columns into a battle
line of two ranka Without halting, the batile formation wan

ed. Similar to spokes of a wheel emanating from a central
point, the ranks broke from the main body and meved forwerd
in double ranks, Skinnishes were Uurown out in front of the main
line in onler to probe the enemy defenses for a wesk point.
The secroted Cunfedemie artillery revealed lts lochtion when it
opened fire on the Union ekirmiah Line 20

19 Rlunt in Sehoold, July 20, 1855, Phillipn tn Mual, Jutr 7, 1903,
Grmvral Toteri, Belgnies Geoora] . 1. Cabel], Beecmber 1, T, 0ffc
elad Reeurds, . XX, B, 1, pp, 447, 37, 6M; hant Lo Curtin, July 13,
1804, dn m ey nm\.m The ciet Wae am ik Rordr

s o, TRIGIOM). 1y, 100, 115"

ol

be Ui
rotmns, ~The Uattls of Iouty Soribes
+ of Okivhema, XLI1 (Tune, 1950), b
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mml Williams, previous to forming a line of batile, cpxike

ia colared encouraging them ta fight. for hanor, duty
-mi count ma told his troopa, “I want you all to keep
ccol, snd not fire until you recsive the command; in all cases
it deliberately and beloss the walst. T want cvery man ts do
his whole duty, and obey alrictly the-orders of Illl oﬂlﬁm "
Reeeiving ordera to be in the right eolumn on the we: ¢ of the
road, Colonel Williama moved his regiment into lim wldl pre
cislon and accuracy. The Kllm F!n quw!d Volunteers In-
fanley Regiment, 500 men menl, wns
support Captain E. A. Smlllu l.rl.lllsry Tocated st on the xim
fank; a8 a secondary mission the colored kroops were 1o seek
cut & wesk point in fhe Southern Jine and exploit the enemy
wegknes, il Jocated. The men in the mnks were nervous,
ancious t mest the enemy acoes the prairie and finish the un
of liquidation they had begun at Cabin Creek. Onpe in pesitien
these black trovps fived bayonets and knele in the dew ladem
graee lo awail the word of attack. The colered egiment held
the wost impotant point of the Federul line, the conler portian
of the line astride a section of Smith's artillery.

“The battle opened with a deafening roar ar the Union cannon
blazed Into lifo, pouring ahot and eanister into the Cm{ederlle
pasitiona, After l nad of bombardment, Lieulenan
Bowles, commanding this section of the Federal Ime mda hil
horse aut in front nl the black regiment and crdered them for-
ward. The entire regiment stepped out and marched with per-
fect alinment towaed the concealed enamy. The 300 yard gap be-
Fween the fwo positions began rapidly cloﬁlnl. The Confederate
aml]ery began pmmamg the Wlack phalanx, learing huge gaps

the oncaming Us ir, Secing this coursgeous example of
d‘ann‘, saveral of Il-e other Federnl units marched out ta offer
bettle. The Second Colrado Cavalry Regiment {dismounted)

mends lefe Pushing theoeh e tall il pruiie drss and. islaled
islomnds of trees and trush, the colored unit moved up to within
forty yards of tha enemy line. Lientenant Colone) Howlea halted
the umt and ordered I to, ~ready, aim, fire "3

nstantly, two long rowe of amoke and flame blazed forlh

musketry. Al the same Cunfederale line et
Union velley with one of their own. Bath bines. loosed their fio
at the game inatant making it appesr that Lhe Confederatea

1 gL v W Judon, Tuly 20, 1009, Official Recerds, & XXII Pt
L
u .'a-a B, 50,
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thaught the command 1o fire given by Union Lieutenant Colonel
Bowles was given by their own commander. It wes at this point
that Cplonel Williams, naw located oo the extreme right of the
Federal line, was felled, severely wounded on the face. breast
#nd hane. Licuienant Celonel Bowlea upon receiving wmd of
the wounding of Colonel Williams, amsumed command
pushed the aitack of the Eanme Fint Totoest Volmteets o

my Regiment akong all ihe line. Dyt (o over erthuglaar, he
Focerst Sevtnd Indias Hocne Congd Fegingot ctsienty piacd
Tl Bt Dovcn amd Gomtedorate S of fre, Faatons
ant Colonel Bowles immediataly ordered a otase fine of his unity
2l yelied at the Unian Tndinr cormand to fall bock ot of the
line of Ere

The Confederstes thonght the withdrawal commend was
meant for all of the Narthern foros to theic front and immedi-
ately moved to take advantage of the black regiment. Colancl
Charles. DeMorne, commanding the Confoderatels Twenty Ninth
iment, rd

moved themsblves from the line of fire and the colored traops
steadied themeelves for the onrushing Confederate Twenty-
Ninth Texas. On command. the double line of the black soldiers
delivered two calm. volleys it the charging Southem

end strength from the colored eoldiers’ coup end gurged forwerd.
The precaire of the comnined Union atiack was ta0 much; (he
Canfederate troops broke ranks and made for the rear and safety.
ATl aiong the mile and a half front, the Southerners began break.
ing contact; the battla of Elk Creek wane a decisive Union
victory.?
Major General Blunt ordered in cavalry to push un Oom
federate rout to the ubinoat. The retreating Confedar
llwerll mnhnmn, but all proved too leeble h lfall fhur
. Regaining their unit integrity, the Kanasan
Fm:e Cclond anunhm Infeantry Regiment serured the battle

Veul, “Felernl Amorndaccy in Iodian Terrltory, 18821963,
Rewar, “The Teiligh of the Contederacy lo Tndlan Terite,
2y
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field and pushed on to the supply depot locaied two miles

further south nt Honey Springn. The Confedartes, séting the

tide of battle change againat them, set fire to their commiseery

building destraying practimlly all edible sopyfies. Mening pust
and off a delachment of

depot,
<hase far three more miles before he ordered recall. The terrain
prevented further poruit with grtillery; the cavalry horsen wera
In a lad.!d atate amd the black infantry was short of ammunition
‘Biunt moved up his erderlies and staff slakioning
hmdqumen at the Honey Springs compound. Colonel
Wllllam saldiers found many sets of shacklen amid the ruine

soldiars captured during the fght and sibeequent remrn 1o his
Southern master. ¢

Union lowes at Heney Springs emounied o seventeen
illed i the llshllng und sixey sounded, most of which were
suparficial. The Southem casultiea wem mueh greater, having
150 killed and buried on the fleld, 400 worunded and seventy-
seven captured. Alsc taken from ihe Conlederaie force were unz
ariltery pivve, ane stand of Canfederate colars, 300 ctend of acma
and lilteen wagons found at the Homay Springs depct, which
were later burmed on Blunt'a orders. Majer Ceneral Bhmnt

ised his entine command for ite wetiona at Elk Creek and the
OOHTBdEthe eupply depol nt Honey Springs. He singled out
the Hansas First Colored Volunlwers Infantry
they

singular courage and valor mying particulonty distine
" themelves. “They fought like veterana, end pre-
eerved their line unbroken ghout the engagement. Their

coolnems ard bravery 1 have never aeen murpamsed . , *15
The defeat of the Confederate farces at Henay Springs,
Sou

Southern Indians cn the field of battle and prave {o ell doubters
their victory at Honey Springs wee not chance. The Kanms
Fimt Colored Volunieers Infantry Fegiment moved to Fort
Gibwon and wae tempezarily attached o the t garison
there. The Kattas First Colared Volunisers Infantry Regiment

24 Brition, Tha Umian Frdian- Rripade in fa flicil War, pp. 2521

1 Mlant te Schotickl, July 0, 160, Officfad Records, 3. XXTL n.
1, p 4N Neal, “Feders Ascendumcy (n Indins Terltory, 1848-1803°
Pe. I 130,
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remained gt Fort Gitwon L entire month of August, 1363, per
forming Toutine natrol and garrison duties. !

On September 14, 1663, the Kanesa First Colored Voluntecrs
Infankry Re.lmenl. joined ita ninter regiment, the oowly formed
Karens Second Colored Volunieers Infantry Regiment st Fort

tiached to

deep in Confederate Indian Terrilory. Several of theiz combat
ruds veneured a8 far pouth ar Farsyitle desp n the Croctaw
Nation. On Duounber 1, 1668, the Eonaas Fis:

unteers Infantry Ra'mm the Kerass Scoond Colored Yol
usitbern Infantry Repiment ware transfu Arknnsas 13
aperate apmingt Confederate Major Gen:ru] liam Steale, whn

Fredrick Steele. The
Regiment remained in_ Azkanae affer the Confedete thrust
Tad been thwaried and was involved in heavy fighting until May,
1664, when. it was transfeczed back to temporary garmioon. duly
and fatigue detail st Port Smith, Arkansas it

On dune 16, 1964, the Kanass Second Cokored Volunteers
Infantzy Regimen iqvolved in o brigk skimigh with

10 allew challow draft cft through 1o the upper s of hia
important trigotary. In early June the craft, o R. Wiltizms,
s st il Yt i boais suncipents and otber e
ortant necemitien. In planning the resupply of Fort Gibeon by
weter the escort assitned to puerd the valusble mapplies was much
Ioo small. Upan arrival st the steamer, only tweaty-six men
comprised the entire guard mount. The cargo had en sssessed
vitua of over $120,000, and scemingly deserved moro cecurity
than twenty-gix men could eupply if diffioulty arose.

16 Joceph Thomae Wilion, The Rieek Phulans: A Hisiory of the
Negra Boidiers of We United States in the Worr of I7ri m‘a. 1357 mu
{Hartford, "Comnecicut | Toe Amecican Zulbbing Cuzpe

Bori, “The are of Nukea Troom bs aonan During the il W

3 Aulturliation o ralee s d regimeat of Negro trocpw rmme
from' e Wat ispurnmens 1n Tust, TR The orapletion of i secosd
Torbments the Kame Sevod Cuured Vaiurtoses Regloesi, wia soaried
ih Novimber, 1904, baring tea 00 gty . Ropd, “The Tl of
Mo Troopa by Kanoan Bartay the St Wary' w 0150, pasim.

I Wlawa, The Slock FAalenss L ificlers of e Begw Sotdiors of
Iha United Gisics in ths War of ITIS-14TY, 13671855, pp.
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infantry regiment of about 700 men under the ommand of
Gnlnmds.?mcdmdﬂrlnrdhdthmmhhu
front an extended line of ekirmishers and it soon brushed with

ekirmish line attacked the Lagk with vigor snd peppered ithe
encountersd Confederale patrola with musket balls.

‘The Hansas Second Colored Volunieer Infantry Regiment
essily pushed the Confederate scouts wside, and when they
came within sight of the Iron Bridye, Crowford ordsred a halt.
Culvm:l anrmd put his troaps into a battls formation of double
lines of infantry with the artillery and evalry ih support, posi-
tonsd to the rear of the massed infanizy. Sa slipred, G col-
ared tronps moved forward l(eepmg precizion mmh;l alignment,
When well within musket range, the Confeders a
fire in an effart to break u\e blm:k Union line, Crllvlurd u.dmd
the fire retumned and sent for the Federal artillery section,
tioned in the Union rear. The center of the Union line bmﬂu
open momentarily ss the artillery colasons raccd forward to
their position in front of the Union formation, After a few well
nlmd vounds of solid shet end canister, the Canfedsnte cavalcy-
and fled to the rear for their horses, The ex-
Tt oetion wE e Kanems et Cotaed Votantes 1o
fantry Regiment prevented any prolonged pursuit of the retreal-
ing Southern midern, Calonel Crawford ceued the farward mave-
ment af his troops, put ther inko column formation and
them (o the Arkansas River where he allowed them to est. In-
fantry cannol effeetively follow covalry; thus, there wad o need
ired

noeded
Federal past at Fort Smith, elated over their victory.'!

In Seplember, 1864, the Southern high command launched
the laigest rald-invamion into Federally beld Indian Territory
since July, 1882, Vied againat Lhis Canfederate thrust wes the
Kanaan First, Colored Volurtecrs Infantry Regiment. Cn Sepler-
ber 16, the Canfederats solum

bt ihle rading fotes wers tw0 of the ot dstinguisied officrs
in the Confederata army etatiomed in. the trane-Missimippl West,
Brigadier General Watie and Brigdier Generm] Richard Gano
from the Texaz Canlederate sub-diatrict and commanding officer,
by e of ronk, of the sembinéel naia Being pacd on {he

71 Walie to Conper. June 21, 12, Watle lo Coaper, Juor 37, 1584,
RETIV P L Jom [ n.-r-u “Rrigudier
Twilight,

I'N'nrll St the,
it LRI e T b TR e
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The force was made up of an 600 man brigade commanded by

otuit. Marching in single calumn formation on the Teras o,

the Conlederate farce trelshed out lof oves o mils. Proceat-

ing northecst, the taidets ade theiz way to their firt ab
L

erate immediate right front. Gamo and Watic ta the
top of & resrby cidge for a bettar vantage polnt, Uving spy
glames, they watched the Federals making hay.t?

The Unian haying opcration st Flat Rock wes commended
by Captain Edgar A. Barker. Capiain Barker had only two

Car
paniea of the Kanmas Firt Colored Volunteers Infantry Repi-
ment, & tolal force of anly 125 men. Barker's Union colored
soouth retumed to comp e reporied that s lerge farce of Con-
federates hat crossed the Verdigria River and mos edvancing
on his oamap Teom the soutweet, The fret intellgemor reporie

ing approximately With his command only slightly
omaler, Coptain Barke: clegte electad to {ight tha advancing enemy
When recall was sounded by the bugler, the soldiera

wu!nn!he prairie hurried to camp to erect a defenge
With his men sasembled hns:lher Barker formed them in
half circle formation in a ravine to the rear of his camp. Taking
a amall meunted detachment of men, the Federal captain moved
rd to reconnoiter the exact number and designd of the

e o mil -
weat of his camp, Here he comreclly eatimated the Canfederate
hast at being near 2,008, vaally outnumbering the previauily

reporied 200. The Nat preirie also disclosed the aix Discss of

32 Orgmoimtion of the Army of (e TeorHiabdiel Depermet

Weigat wod Lellay 10 Fischer,
(Bumm:r. o)

~ s War, pp. 457440, 4T,
gy et e (u-wuum Minter of Avte
Toeais, Dnineralty of Texne, Avstin, Tosas, 154)s pp. 138165,
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Gield artillery the Confederates had with them. Barker made hia
intended reconnaisrance on the enemy flanks and immediately
fell back when approached by a Canfedersie advance perty. He

irmished with this advance patrol all the way back 1o the
Fedu‘a] ‘Thaying camp. Arﬂ\nﬂ‘ at the ravine, Lo the resr of the

with Captain Barher, it would ba a fight to the death, and the
Negro soldiers intended to make the Confederates pay doatly for
their lives, A well known facl 1a the Federals, white and black,
was (hat the Confederuie foroes did not take prinmers 3t
General Gano could we from hig ventage point that te
Gonlederate party sent to cut off the cscape of the Federsl haying
detail were in posilion. Captain S. M. Stayhorn of the Thirtieth
Teres Fegiment, sent with the edvance element lo aid In cut-
ting off the Unicn party was beginming to advance his skirmish-
ers; the engagoment at Flat Rock Ford had begun Watie and
hin entire brigade, minue the First Charokee Regiment, which
wag with Liputengny Colenel C. M. Vann at the rear of the
Uniion camp, -advanced Lo the left of the field, Gano dispatched
Lisutsnant Calonel William G. Welch with 3 cavalry column
to the right. It waa composed of Colonel DeMorae and the
Twenty-Ninth Texas Cavalry Regiment and Lisutenant Colamel
Pater Hardeman of the Thirty-Finst Texas Cavaley Ragiment
‘Welch advanced to a position sheut 200 yarda 1o the right of
Guno and halted. Gano and the remainder of the Conlederate
evalry foree, induding the actillery, made up the cemter. In-
nunn;mulhﬁryfretnlheFederll rear indicated that Liem-
tenant Colonel Vann was advaneing in farce, Gano gave the of-
der, and the V-chaped formation of the Southern units began
{0 move in on the haying eamp. The infantry sccompanicd by
Gana, advanced to within 200 yarda of Captain Barker end his
beseiged Negroes and while soldiers and openad fire. Watie and
Welch with their cavalry forces charged the flanks of the Fed-

Finshaus. w 118110,

o Far bisther Intgrmatlon on the (rsatrent of she Hame woitier be
Canfaderaie forcen In [ndlan Tersllory and (se ernarl Dogars-
AR, s Bibte bt Fion Tntiim Arertde vr he cw
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emally-hald mmvine repeatedly, but on esch amaull the Negro
erp- zfl'zd.w-ly- Tepurlsed them.>

gro troope under Capiain Barker hald their ground
well lor a r..u hour, but the Federal position grew morc un-
tenable ag the Confederten began gmining ground and moving

f With the Confederate poaitioned an
they were lhe Federol hasing party sns amailed from five di-
new B ed odda it

rections at once. Barker
would be nllly 4 ghort ime hl\ur! his coramand would be over
whnhmd and wiped out ko the Last man. With wa m n.e
. Lhe Conlederata force around him would nol
mnlin.d Lo chvow much mercy to eny persoi fn the wait, whihe
or black, Barker spotted & weak point on bhe Canfederate left
in Watie's pection of the line and decided to mount all thesa of
his party who had horses, break through if he could and at-
tempt to save at least g portion of the doamed commend. Mount-
ing sixty-five roen, he charged the Confederate left Watle in
comunend of that portion of the line ordered reinforcements
in, and ell but fiftcen of the Federal cavalry were captured or
killed, lored soldiers and some white Infantcy left J.n e
ravine nllner] nnd.zr lasm-mam Thomas B. Sutherland, &
the Kaneas First Colored anunhnn fo-
)’.ntry ‘Hegiment.

For twn more hours the repaated Confederats charges
auccesafully repulsed. On their knees and belliem gt
roldiem valleyed the Confederate advances inta oblivion. When
the ammunition eupply became exhavated, Sutherland told his
colored troops they would have lo save themaclves g best (hey
could Thirty seven eobored troops had been ek e hay camp
then the engagement marted ut noon and by hat svening only

, these four surviver crawled befwesn the Sonfedensls
ntrice fd mounied patrols. and worzd their way {0 Fort
Gibson 1o relats thair ttory.

ten mo vednbould\emmvlmunrnndbb-
eerving their captured prize. The hay—escueding 3,000 tons—
was bumed in its rieks, D.enmym. all they conld o use, the

Conlederale commands vf Watla and Gano spent the night st

Sroucaber 2. 1651, Gana 1o Cospar, Soptomber
20, 19H, Waile 1o Ho 804 Baker to i icwrr
Beydember 20, 1HM, 0] Ml p TR, TAR. TRE,
LR Mathawer, o rem uu...a Traisn boatitty Gone
" e Twillght f~derney in Indian T

(L ToTE: Iaitvin, Phe Uaren Toirur Brivede.n foa Eoci
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Flat Fock, The next momning, Septamber 17, 184, the Southern
malry and infantry units with the artillery sections stationed
ta Lhe rear lormed info column and began their trek anew in o
nnm.erly direetion.

The Federal forces stationed in Indian Teritory knew that
the large Confederale Forer reporfed in (he arca wae oul in

fox any length of time, Fort Gitnon, without o doubt, would fall.

Since the experiment with 4. . Willioms had failed misersbly.
the arly alermative was t Loep the Texns Road functioniog 20
a Federal aupply line, On September 14, 1864, the entire com-

mard of Calonel Wl]lllml the Kansas First Colored \'nlun(&r-

[nl’nnlry chumm. was sent o Fort Gibson Lo eneure that Con-
sorties through the Cherokee Nation

wouldnulhzmkdwvlhlmpplyarhy ]

y September 14, Major Henry Hopkins, Second Kaneas
Ca‘mln‘ Regiment, commandsr of the supply train then making

a surprise attack on hia little command On September 17, Major
Hophins was. Jocated approximately fioc mies north af Cabin
Creek. He had recsived an additionsl one hundred men from
Baxter Springs (o add to his 260, totaling 360 men, white and
Tndian. The Federal train, casisting of 300 wagons, 205 of which
b} nvemmm  wagors, four ambulances, end ninety _sul
for a_military supply sonvoy. Hopkine. re-
wived mard from Calorel Staphen Wattles, the new commander
of Fort Gileon, ume-mu!eramolmon then 1,500 Comled-
headed direction and accordingly ordered
Flopking fo move his train wm. all pogaible dispatch to Lhe eafaty
of the Federal stockade ot Cabin Creek.s

Major Hoplunl acted -mmednuly and hmn mﬂmng toward
safe

ared the fiftcen miles to the Cabin Creek Elal:hude in eix hours.
‘The train arrived &t Cabin Creek at 9:00 a.m. on the momning of

2 50, 420404 Marey 1o Boges, Dcloler 1, 1664, Cooper
Soutt, Seifmber 14, 1804, Coovts Lo Scolt, Beniember 24, 1004, Shctat

1 Thuger 1o Stesle, Seplember x. um Thure o Watles, semm
[N Toager to Warriea, Beprembes 18, 1
106-106, 167169, 236

38 Meport of H.unklm geptember 22, 1R, feoo 1o Cooper, Bepten-
v T, 1HG, Jenninn o Hawbton,
Seoteaier 23, 1M, Wy Bt 1, 00, WATOT, ﬂﬂ 700, 786, TT2TT31 Belnn,
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September 18, 1264, Reinforcsments were waiting
theas additional units, the entira sseort numbered 150 cavalry
And 460 man acting % infantry. Patrolling that same aflernoan,
the Confederete advance party vas sighted in o gully three miles
lﬂuthollhesmdunk Inmdofwsmnl for & new day to dawn,
the Gano and Watie commands began their attack shotily past
raidnight. Forming their battle lm! m the dark, the attack was
alurted with great enthusianm oe the part of the Confederate
Indiara. General Gano held the Cenfederate center and right
wing of the line, and Geners] Watie faptened down the left
section of the battle formation. Furious fire fighting ensued for
the duration of the nicht and extended well into the next morn-
ing without @ letup. By 8:00 4.m, September 10, the engegemeant
at Cabin Creek ovar.

3

The Federnl forcen had beem, tenacious defense,
pushed hndc out of the alocksde and llnllly routed end scattered
the woods the The retro-

grade movement, started by the Federal tommander, quickly
e'vnlvarl into & race for safety when the wagon teame, compased
af both horses and mules, usnally six to eight animals jer war,
began to go beruerk and charge aimlessly around as & Freml o
the din created by the fighting and discharging of muskets

the Tusketry had died down to scattered shats and volleys, the

alight for the number of engaged men and the vicioummesa of the
hlh K betwean e rival units. The Confederate luss was no
than forty-five men, killed, wounded, and displaced. The

Ml.l Federal masualties wae not in excess of fifty-four men.?¥
By 10:00 a.m, General Gano had all of the captured wagons

in line, his men pesitiontd in eolumna on sither side of the wag-

ong was ready to retumn to Confederste

below the Arkansig River. Alter meving for an haur, nmu!a e

9 Mopvin 3, Hanowek, “The Secund Patile of Cabla Creek, 1

turn of coimltle
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tumed to the Confederate column end reported that a_Federsl
force, a large one, weg in front of the Confederate miders and
was &l thit moment pressing the Confederate advance pacty.
Gano reacies, immediately. He ordered hig entire command for.
ward, exeept G sseurlly Pty left with the wagons and
remuds, Placing his man in e ranks, Geno maveed onto
the prairic in guch a position ot e intsrospled the path of
the pursuing Federals. Gano, by his show of force and aggres-
siveness, held the Union reliel brigade al a reapoctable distance.

The advancing Union brigatke was commanded by Colonel
Willims and his Hanms First Colored Valunieers Infantry
Regiment, terently changed lo the Sevaity-Ninth U, 8. Colored
Caew). Williams had cromsed Pryor's Cresh and his point
element had bnuhed with Confedernte Geners| Gamo's advance
. fivi Ly

maved Io the rear and flanks, The d.lu.'lplme of the m'ulvd regi-
ment and ekill in moving from the column fornation ta bat-
tlc ne was a sight to behold. Funciioning us a wlloil(‘d ool

Son bice Hhe wae Yaked and siven parade rest, bemsine of the
exhausted conditon of bia men and 4 wwtal leek of iy,
Calonel William elacted to permit the enemy to approach him.

flanks and regted his men for the Confederale attack.

The Conlederate end Unien akirmishing continued until
4:00 pm. that aHernoon when fhe noise of increased firing and
-ﬂhvnkv frum the Southern line tnld the colored v=urw|l an et
ing. Ordering his rear sections of artillery
(Ul'ward W iama directed them, ae well s the lr(il]ery sections
posted an the flanks, w0 open fire with shot, shell and canister

w ta Nilalr, Baptember ). 156, Gano to Coaper, Ssptembar
thrmn. i Cogpare esiouior i 180s Tsey 1o HRE

nemher 3 Tt (mpﬂ o bt Gaptenber aq 104, Dot 16, mn
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8 lhe ehemy infantry came within range. The combined lire
of the Federa] guns drove buck tha mioca] ranka of Conledemta
troops, showering them wilh huge clumpa of prairie. The
rgdmm. made no further elorts to advance and the skirmish.
resumed as the Federl colored scouts began anew their
Drobing of the Sauthorn paeition, conlimiing actions unl dusk
Eolonsl Willizma bivousched o the prairie in line of battle

20, he

copured P o oned valunble eupplies were gome,

sdipping across the tn the west. During the night the
i G . Wal e iched Wimiares and B

ment, The exhausted condition of Willian

any pursuit of the retreating Confedcrates.’

The engagement at Cabin Greek was the lagt serious em.
ployment of the Negro a9 4 fighting man ithin the confines of
Indian Tervitory. The Kaneas First Colored Volunteers Infantry
Replment did net stop sarving the transbMisatssippi distriel ag
a uplble fighting unit, nor did the black enlisted man
functioning an a_Federsl combat aoldier. Immedintely after the
Cabin Crech action of Seplember 18, 1864, moat of tha colored

and lter waa sent to & permanent. duty tation nt
Far( Smith. The black regiment remlmed at Fort Smith engaged
in heavy escort duly and fatigue calls nnlil it wag mustercd out.
by the Fedetal government on Cetober 30, 1865. It reevived its
fimllmmr ay and was discharged at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-

The sigter regiment W the Kansas First Coloted Volunteers
Infantry Regiment, the Kanss Second Colored Voluntecrs In-
fantry Regiment, nflid-lly the Eug}i\y‘ﬂnrd U. 3 Colowd

Troors (new), sérved most of he: remaining sctive miliary life
e chibig e e the hordors of ‘raion an Teesory.
ing the early montha of 1685, the Kansss Becand Colored o

unteers Infantry Regiment did garrison duty in Little Hock,
Arkansae. In August the regiment was moved to Camden, Arkan-
#88 where it was mustered out, Dﬂnher 8, 1865, Because of the

The Mleck Mhatame: 4 Mistory of the Beoro Scidicrs of
e Crired Graton s 1he Ware-of FESTELE, TO01-S080

+2 Bapd, "The Use of Negra Troaps by Raman ry.m... <he Sl War,”
po. AT,
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location of the Federal paymaster the unil wes again moved,
thia time tp Fort Leavenworth, Kanaas, where it received its
wverance pay end discharge, October 27, 1865.47

7 secursle and dstinitive syluation of the Nears oo o
sl
this size, But a faw observations can be made without slepping
ourt of the realm of pure chiectivity. The resson for the difficulty
in evaluation s bectuss the Negro was not used uniformly
the Union army. Nesro units were ud in lobor balialions, i
duty, pioneer units, construction gangs and As cambal
oldiers, Uaually e emplopment of these slack sotdicrs de-
pended on the deaires of dheir commandiog general, For the
most part, the colored soldier was an integral part of the Union

Kansas-Arkansas-Indian Torritory area. The Hanses Firsl Col-
ared Volunteers Infantry Regiment won employed ag a _p.,ml.
and indepandent. rghum; mhty. and o oocasion wae funed with

a larger component for missions, guch as the Aty of
tha Frontier, in 1884 In 'hol.h mﬂlamm this black regimeant, and
her mister regiment, the Kansss Second Colored Yolunteers In-
fantry Fegiment, served with velor and distinetion, being l;mmfr
ically premd Wy their field commanders on several occasions.

While the Negro scllier was helping the Union mipprem
he rapelion ot 1o Southem ses they were also daing great
benefit for thewmselves, It wad while the black ex-alaves were in
the blue uniform that they learmed by to accept the reins of
atithority and ow 1o properly rerve o pocslona of seeponti-
bility and leadership within their regiments, umuslly as non-
commissioned officem, Many Wegroes had their lirgt. opportunity
o Jeamn {0 sead and ariie whie in the Podetal aried sorvices.
It wa not unusual for & white wmmlndu drill his
Blegk recruits in s manal of arme doring e work day and
dril those mime men in- theie letiara at night while off duty.

The fighting ubility of the Nagro soldier cin be demonstrated
in ane remest by thelr long cabalty Lok The lomes among
black units wers very kigh Tt io reported fraum figures availanie
that eut of alt tha black troops enrolled in the mnks, over one
third of these were reporiad killed in battle. This figare would
b higher when applicd to the trans-Mssieinl We bectuse
ull the black soldiers i that department trace used. w8 <ombat
tracps, while rucet of the colored unitn et of tha Mimiusipbl
River woeme utilioad Tems oa fighting
The desertion in the Negro units as also much lom than in the
white companics. Taken an & whole, the cokred units had a
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peven per cent desertion rale while tha overall white desertion
Tigure: was ninetsn. per ool
One of the most impartant results of the using of the Negro
fighting man waa in changing the white mar‘a attitude toward the
black man. Doulles if the Negra had sat on the midelines of
lhz c.v.l w-r the meenth md Filteenth Amendmenty would
Jang time in A2 it wea, the Negro
d-d nmueuﬂy by.hmummelwmtmh\muh

could remove the pride
Tace for hia port in the Gl Was.

4 Dudley Taylor Cornlah, "Nexro Troops In the Uolon Arms, 1961
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