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QUANAH PARKER'S NARROW ESCAFE
By Ronnie Tyler*

For yesrs bostile Comanche and Kiowa Indimms mideq
the wlaked plaing of north Texss, cApturing livestork whenge,
thay could mmd tpreading terror emong the UNprepared suttle
They fought 1o keep the white hunter from the bufl=la, 0 kae

white Tancher from the land, But in 187475, after Genaryy
Reoeld S, MacKenze bad destroyed native mm..g the
gosarnment placed the Indiena on & reservation, and by 16
difficulties between white men end Indiens hld d:m.mﬂnd
considerably.!

Because of the work of a fewr influentiel men, border tengion
hed been reduced. One such person wan the Quahadi (fram
Hirhadi) Camanche chiel Quanah Parker, who onet had boen
the leader of ore of the most feared tribes in the Soulhaest

lp!dad figures on the Kiowa, Comanche, and chhlh TeSE V-

Although the Comanches did nel adopt the Anglo-Americon
culture #o readily as their thief, no serioun problems .pmm
Likely 2s long an he maintained their respect and coaxed them
toward civilization. At Quanah's suggestion, for axample, e
Indians rmined livestock and leased large tracts of reservaiim
land to Texms cittlemen

Bocsuso of b potin, Quensh ewently siited Fot
Worth representing the Comanchés in vatious. enterprises. He
became close triands with auch famous cattlemen st W. T Wep-
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appraximalely two hours, Quansh no-
ticed nothing unusal. He wenl to bed, but apparently did not
shut off the valve on the gaa light completely, for after & shart
time ool a8 formes awakened hirs. Not realizing that gas was.
dangerous, he pulled the cover over hia head and fell adleep. He
Resime 0 ick, however, that he awoke again and aroueed bis
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acle, only o Find that be too wae il. Both men were son,
mwonscious?

awakaned by gas fumes, reported & leck at approximately 8 a yy
But the night janitoe, T. B. Ellis, made & cursory sterch ang
fwnd noliung. He luiled t check the contaminated room, hy,.
e, becmuse Copain 0. € Budgine the bolel ovrer, had liveq
tere, and he did not Inow the capisin had moved.
Qunsh and Yellow Bear did not come down for breakfam,
another employer checked on them. Looking through the key.
Ils, ba saw the unconseious Yelow Bear, but unfortunately
asumad that the red man was sleeping off a drunken spres,
Captaln Hudgine finally became suspicious when the two did
mtappenr for bl B opaned the wcom and found e st

Yellow Bear, crouched near the hed, appearsd
n.a et Quarzh hud. Fales rear a window and wa i) gamp.
ing for breatht

The sitaation was polentially explosive: IT both men died,
the Comanches might. ot underctand that it was an accident,
Hudging imsediatsly summoned two neatby doctars, Haya W.
Moare and Elias J. Beali, and moved the braves out into the
wreet for fresh air. Yellow Bear did not recover, but afler giving
1 tew hypodermic injections, the dociore nronguneed Quansh
wt ol dnnm Captain Hall took Yellow Bear's body to Faker
o Campany. A hastily asembled coroners jury, di
Tonice of e Deace J, F. Zinn, ruled tat Yellow Bew disl
"ny inhalation of gae because someone “failed to tum off the

out the light.*
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guill there was danger that the Comanches srould misunder-
qand. Quanah had been a friend of the white man for almost
o year, and mapy of the mor= vadiel band chicfe had begun
Ajstrust. his leadership. They acoused him of working hand-in-
I’“"’ with the ranchers, Tebananeks, an equally imporiant chief,
¥ don disagreed with hie policy. Afier heazing various prophecies
of 5 retum to former grestness, scveral other Indiana had be-
come dissatiafied on the resryation and began to gather sround
o mbblerousing Kiown chief, Sun Boy, whe encouraged ineu-
mm.. to the agent. Of them, Quanah wrole, “it seems ta
o diference what I start to 4o, some of the Hiowss or
'm-num [sic] object . . . fo it.” When Quanah revived (e fol-
lowing dey, he too furved that his tribesoen would not believe
hint, and requested that a eopy of the [nquedt—with &
peal—be sant to the Indian agency for display. Aceording o
Briggs, the chief alao got a lawyer and tock depoaitions from
thome who knew about the ineldent.'®
Gn Tuesday, Hall, Captain E. F. Thard, and Burnatt accom-
panied Quanah {0 Herrold, Texas, the northernmeal termina) of
the Fort Werth and Denver Railroad. 5till fsaring for the chials
lllllﬂ‘\ he agant left him in the care of Doctor N. B. Gearhart,
and returned to Fort Worth. Messengers had already nolilied
the relatives of Yellow Besr in the Indian Territoty of the
tagedy. |1
A proup of ooly twenty-five by fifty Indiens met the daad
bmve at Harrold, although severs] sources stpulated 3 much
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larger mumber ¢ Because of respect for Yellow Bear, the gy,
includirg severn] Yndisn women, sbearved some of their mayp,_
ing customs, end resideats of the village heard wailing and meyy,,
ing while the Indians were still 2 long distance from town, Ty,
Comanchen loadad the body in a wagon and 1ok it to Cut,
Mound for a traditional burial, '
muu.hnndmxbudlymveligvudmhnuwuulq,.
Comanches apparnely scoepued his version of e mcridey
Still he elected to mpend the nlx}\t at the Indian hesdquartery
where be revealed his newly acquired respect for gas lampa by
loaving the light on all night, Euerging from his 1oom the nect
‘mormnine. he wes dressed in the full vealia of @ chief and retumeq
to the resarvation in Indian Territory bo acospt the judgment
of his people.t*

This small incident has eonfused historiams for seversl
ears, perhaps because of a reliance upon pervonal intcrviews
magde decades lter, rather than upon written, lactual acconnu,
Quanah's origina] bivgrapher, for example, cited the date aa 1855,
while the chief wpa in Fort Worth for the Fat Stock Show. It
this refarred to wht is tadsy the Southwestern Erposition and
Fat Stock Shaw, which Quanah visited frequendy, it is bxomed,
becruse the Expoaition did net begin wntil 1896.1¢ Several other
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authors repeated thin error, while till others wuseoted addi-
duwmdﬂim"

There is, bomever, o more complex problem. Most. historians
pave that either Quarah or Yellow Baar blew cut the
gt infarmation which 6o nat agres with Quanah'y descrip-
on of the accident.!* Before intecviawing the chief, reporiers
sncarrectly theorized that Yellow Bear blew out the lomp. After

interview,
B ol that 'Qunmh killed Yellow Bear” Guanah stated
Ahat be lit the light npon entering the room, then extinguished
o e rofired.* Fad Yellow ear blown out te lerep before
e went bo bed, the room protably would have been full of gun
when Qunsh erurned. But Yellow Bear as woc kel vt
e an eccident, expl
e Inzop before e Jefs" The iden that Yol Bear blew
out the flame was nothing mors than the official speculation of
the coroner’s jury and Teporters, 3!

The decision of the Comanches to support Quansh in this
incident wa important, becuse his inflience on the reservation
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and his reletionship with the Indian egents continued to jr,.

prove. Whan, in the following year, the government estoblisheg
ﬂgg[udmﬁmrtalhnd&rh the agent asked Quanah to serv,
asnnanfﬂmﬁnt]m]m(hnhnnmlmhtpmhnnnnul.]u
uary, 1899, he Wes even more infiuential in civilizing hia tribes.
men At his death in 1911, Quanah was a famgus, respecied,
and wealthy man.
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