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PORTRAIT OF GOVERNOR LEON C. PHILLIPS
By Herbert L. Branan
PresevTeD 1o THE Dktavoma Humromear Socerr

The following memorial on Governor Leon C. Phillips with
jntroductory_remarks was prepored and resd by Hlonomble
Herbert L Brancn at the Annnal Mesking of the Oklshoma
Histarical Society an April 25, 1968:
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Leow C. Pamurs: A Posraarr Peesewranon

Leen Chaee Phillips was the 1[1th Govermor of the State of
Oklahoma and was the th individual elected to that office. He
wma ingugurated oe Governor January 9, 1999, 6nd ended hin
term Jamuary 11, 1943. He was born Decernber 8, 1890, in Worth
County, Minsouri, and snoved to Ohlthoma at an carly age. He
attended tha public schools af Arapaho, graduating in 190B, and
went on to eollcze o study for the mirgairs ¢ Bpuworth Uni-

He studied two yeara for (he ministry, changed to law and went
o the un-mw of Oklahama where he graduated with & law
dtrxm in 1918, During hia college years. he inlerpersed several

of them teaching achool in order o maintain himsell and to
“ontinue hia edueation.

Alter serving in the armed forces in World War I he relumed

15 Ohemah to practice law. He served in & mmber of party powi-

tome and in 1832 was slectod to the Leglelature of which he mas

& member until cleeted s Governor in 1939, He was the fimt
r of our State chosen directly from the lzg!ulahlre

e 112 ting hum o | philasophy of histary that. the temper of
men who ere needed at the lime for

‘”'hng ound.umu -nd that Teaders origa 35 @ product o
wociety and culture which ¢reates them In the conleraporary
"f:lwn of eventa, it is difficult to understand the historical mocd
U of evonts much legs to be effectusl in molding Ihe
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dinction of them. We are 8 much & part of what is taking
Flce e ave wnable Lo see, and mmetimes unable to know, all
D elements undergicding the foroes srith which we must deal,
e aly leel tbese forcen, Ele who can grua the course and force
of ments with an underuanding of their antecedents and with
the cournge end comviction of leadership can direet or tum them
tor good or foc il TF Ehe times produce the leader, and if society
tucks his cournge with ita convietian, he 18 able o kad sctively,
conacloudly and with unewerving develion to his objectiven, As
Thomas Carlyle thoughtfully esid, “Tt is the property of every
Hery, in ¢very time, in every place and situation, that he come
bk to reality; that he stand upon things, abd not e shew
of ings. According €8 he loves, and venecaies, articulalely or
with decp apeechlesa thought, the awlul reslities of thinge. s
e hellow show o things. houger regvlne, however decar.

s bowever otredited by convention o conclaves, be intoler
lblemdd!luublaloh:m"m the character of Leon
In Mndl. 158, on retumng from Okemah where 1 ltended

the Final services for Govemnor Phillips, I wrole a letter to A C.
Martin, one of his devoted friends and in that lettar 1 said, “As
It in the church and looked over the crowd at the fumeral,
Thad & varisty of thoughls. The main one being that all of
the prowp there found leadership in Fed FPhillips armmd which
enth of them could mlly hie own best efforts. That group, under
his teadership, had the temerity to stand up against insuperable
ods and they wom out in the fighl, IE they had ever atopped to
ntemptate the magnitude of the tagk, they wauld mever have
begue." This was the type of leadership that Laon C. Phillips
eottributed 1o Lha Siate and thie was Lhe kind of followers he
stacted to make that leadership effective

He mme ypon the soene a0 Kime of grent depreasion in
i hisory when our Stale and many of its mbdivisions of local
remuments were practically bankrupt. When the most necesacy
of povernmental Tunclions and servioes wrere failing_ under the
depressed conditions, he took over the lendership. Tn 1935 be
v elected Spezker of the House of Reprsseniatives againgt
the oxpress wiahea of (he then chiel engeutive, In 1937 he was de-
fexted for the Speakership, but to bring it sbont, the adminis:
tmtion in office had ta wse unmatched power, patranage and
romizes t5 do it. AF the elose of e session in 1997, g8 s uail
in the ckosing hours of a Legislalive aengion, the leadars wer®
Tkl poodtve spesches and painting with pride o their

hieverents. L sea an. hout of hospilsble relaxation and good
Teeing, In the courst of calling wpan various individnals for &
Foal role of cheerful departure, M. Fhillins wes asked ¥
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gpeakc, He had held no official position in the leadership in
Tipune, but in spite of it, he had retained tha powecful le
sbip of an undaunted group chat staved by s ude and fo
o Ught, eftective minority. Tn thode cloaltg houss when hi
versaries expected some (inal note of accord, a relaxalion
i driving force, hie did ot permit them to enioy such
ment. Deep within his religioug ntyre that formed a part .
‘hia undergirding welled up bis Bibliat] learning ard rising
bis desk o creste a tense moment, with K right hand ©
sod his finger pointing, he said, “The final deciion on
you huve dooe here hag ot been writlen nar have the peopl
e final any, T can only recall to you the words writlon b
moving hand on the wall at the feast of Belshamar, *F
Mene, Tekel, Upharsen.” ¢“Thou arl weishid in tha ba
and found wanking'y From thin point on he wun destin
be elected the next Gavermor of Oklahoma, snd & he wat

rought sound, sensibla end sobéi fovernment U
Bute Dlpltnl He left & rumber of great monuments. Th
grestest endure todey and are without parsllel in any c
Nty sates. One of these monuments is the State Regem
Elgher Educhtion and the other in the Budgst Balancing Ar
ment Lo our Slate Constitution, both sdopted by (he peoy
March 1941,

'ﬂwmu Carlyle has also maid Lhat one of the trus ma

e feen. When e conslcer the valus of hate s reat
Thons ko pur Stete Constitution and to our systam of goves

s Dender whal. vould e the chactic WAt tady 11 1
education and the hankrapt sitution 1 eur Slate finances
Aod rof becn and these measutes had not become & qarl ¢

ilustrate the necessity of the persistent devotion Mr_ PY
mainisined towards his objectives. The penasis of the
Remh or Higher Educstion was Howe Bil 58 intro
by him i the session of 1933 to treate u stakulory toondi
mamittee with powers o coordinate higher education an
Hne grder inlo the system. Tt wag enacted into law ¢
found ot Page 374 of Session Laws of 1963, It was wea
Inefiective, bul Mr. Phillipa kept Lhe ides slive and befos
]Nhamhm}.?mcmru way 7 part of his pro
328 bis ides, fostered for sight yesit, thal became i
Mrﬁa. XTIA of our Constitution, cresting 8 unifisd avel
edurstion under the Siale Hegents of Higher Edu

i The Budget Balencing Amendment adopted in 194
b Sesie in a simple resolution, FIR 10, that 1 introdu
the Houpe of Reprenentatives on January 17, 1636, It p
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the aced for @ halanced udget, It failed of adoption withoyy
vall <all, but che force amd courage of Governor Phillips breught
it inta being six years laler s fhe Budget Balanéing Amend.
ment of 1951, Whatever eloe may be sald of this man, these
two thinga must. evor be npplluderl He knew State government,
He knew end undersioed the people of this Siole Hc lmgw
what it tock to bring about betler government.

wmies in the process, but he made followers and fnmds g
atoad with him. No other Speaker in our Legislature has tver
faced the odda that he faced in 1935 and yel maintained his
leadership purely by individual apiéal and personal magetiom,

His philosophy of govemmant was clear and any pasition
he ook wag consistent. The Enest chamctarization that can be
given ubout him was that you never had to ask Governor Phil.
Tips twice his position an any relevant issue and seldom did yon
have to ask even once. There ane many things that T cowld say
and many thinge that could be written end will be eid and
written, but what T have geid is enly » qummation abbrevigled

in order 1o lay the ground for presenting lo the Oklabomas
H[.lmnﬂl Suuety and the State of Oklehoma this porirait of
Governer Lean C. “Red” Phillips and this T 8 on behall of
ite donor, Mra. Helen Conklin Phillips



