N The Ehrenicles of Okladoms

‘THE PLACE OF INDIAN TERRITOHY IN THE
COMMAND STRUCTURE OF THE
CIVIL WAR

By George H. Shirk

Students ard higtory buffa alike are familiar with the nomen-
<lature of military organizalion when it pertaing to familiar

rms, uch 23 company, battslion or regiment. Thase words,
defining organized unils of parsonnel of Yarying sizes, convey u
familiar meaning. Yet, the Army's orgenization of bigher hend.
quAHers, espedially an thoy are nmually designed to txerdint tor-
ritorial Juriadiction s well & the command of troop units, i
often overloaked or treted with uncertaimly.

Tt ia essential for an army, espacially in tha zone of combat

although quasi-civilian in nabuce, are the responsibility of mill-
tary commanders. Thys il is treditions! for the higher achelons
of command 1o exercise two resporsibilitics {wesring two hata
0 to speak), that is, territaria) contrel of gengraphical ares de-
fined by boundaries prescribed by fhe War Department as wrll
2 the sirategic, tactical and edministrative control of the mik-
tary persstiel within much command

Throughout the period of the War both the North and the

South included the area of Indfen Territory within the nomen

clakure of itz srea or vepicnal orpanizational structurs. It i the
of this Lype of ion, 9 it evolved th

the period of the War, in which we are here interesled,

At that time feur categoriey of regional or terrilorinl organi-
i i i ision, department,
zation and dissolu-
commands were usually the responaibility of he

st mperior commandsr. They wers depenect upon the Tosal
tactical Ktuslion oo well mp the personalit
itiea of the individual commandera for the time being. Thus, if
it were expedient for the War Depariment o see fhat two con-
tiguous departments warked closer tagether, » military divieian
would be created into which division the two departments were
placed 38 subordinate headquarters. In Like fashion, if & depart-
ment commander believed the watk load 5o required, he would
subdivide his departmant into bwo or mare districts with district
commandew exereiang femitorial Jursdicton o the sripned or
designated areas comprising each distri




Fadian Territary Cammand in ik

At the outbresk of hostilities in May, 1061, theva ware
three aetive military posts within what % now Oklakoma, Forls
Woehita, Arbuckle and Cobb. All wore located within the mill-
tary Deparkment of the West with hesdquarters at St. Louis,
with Maj. Gen. William S, Hamey commanding. Thert was of
course 1o parailel Canlederate ongunizatien

On 17 April 1861, the War Department ardered Col. Wik
Jiam H. Ermoty, the senior officer present, to evacuate 2l Fed-
aral Iroops from the region mest of Fort Smilh.! Thia was we-
complighed in early May, and thereatter und for the duration of
the War, Indiat Terrllory was the Jocale for continual reoTganizs.
tion, change in command, and realignment of the structure
both Federal and Confederate forcrs.

Urton ARMT
1861

ay 34 Gen. Mathaniel Lyen asumed command of
the Depllrlmenl.uf the Weat. &, Q. 5, Hq, Depi_ of the West?

July 3. Maj. Gen. John C. Fremont assimed by the War
Drpartmant a8 eotitmandar of the Department of the Wet, and
rame of command changed to Western Department, W. D,
ABO. GO, 40

October 24. Maj, Gen, David Hunter amsigned o relieve Maj.

Gen. Fremont ss commander of the Weslern Department. W. T.,
AQ.0, G.0 18 Hunter emumed ective command November
#nd !

November 9. The Departenent of Kanaas, whith included sl
of Indian Tecritory, created s » department separate fzom
former Western Department, with hesdquarters at Fort Leaven-
worl, Kanaas, Maj. Cen David Hunter asigned ns Depart-
miont Commander. W. D, AG.0, G.0. 974

1862

March 1!, The Dopartment of Hanms consolidated with
the Department of the Missouri to cregte the Department of the
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a6 The Chrontsian of Nblzhome

Miseissippi with headquariers at St. Lovis. Maj. Gen Henry W.
Hilleck ewsigmed us Department Commande, by Executive Order
dant.?

Mereh 5, The Disiict of Kanias, including Indian, Term-

t of the Mimimsippi, with
l.a.dquuw- ¥ o Lesvemonn Bric, Gen, dazves . Depver
assigaed es District Commander. G.C. 7, Ho. Dept, of the Mir
inkippi.* Denver axumed commsand April 2.0

April 6. Brie. Gen. Samuel D, Sturgie directed to_relieve
Derwar as commander
Dhept. of the Missiasippi, Sturgis assumed

May 2. The Department of ansss reestablished as & scpa-
rate military department with area to include atl of Indian Ter-
ritory, with headquarters at Fort Leavenworth, W0 AGO.
GO. 501" Brig. Gen. Jamea €. Blunt amumed commend May
52

September 19, The Department of Hanms, including lhe
area cl Indian Temitory, consclidated into the Department af
the Missouri, wilh beadquariers at St. Louis and Maj. Gﬂl
Sarmuel R Curtis commanding. W.D., AGD G, 135, Cortia
absued mber 24,

aetive command

November 2. “For convenience of police regulations” the
Department of the Missouri divided into twelve military dis-
Iricta. The area of Indian Territory designated the 9th Military
Digiriet. Hq. Dept. of the Missouri, G.0. 11.°%

Becember 3. The Bth, Dth and 10tk M!llllrynmmalilm
Department of the Missouri (wutzm Arkansss, Indian Teti:
tory and Kanias) combined into one command undgr Brlg Gcn
James G. Blunt. Hy. Dept. of u.eM_m GO,

1863

January 13. The Gth end 9th Military Districts (Wastern
Arkanses and Indian Territory) remaved from the command of
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Fndian Territory Oammand in iks Civil War a7

Elunt and made & soparate command wndar Col. W. A, Phillipe.
Hy. Dept. of the Missouri, G.0. 6.17

March 10. Maj. Gen. Edwin V. Swninor assigned s Coen-
manding Cenceal of the Depariment of the Mimourl W.D.,
AGD, GO. 1141, Sumner ditd March 21 and did not as-
aume active sommend; and Curtis contirved in temporary com-
mand.

March 38 Indian Territory separated from Western Arkan-
eas and madé 4 Pﬂrl of the District of Kansas. Ha. Dept. of the
Mmuri GO. 2

My !3. Mej. Gen. J. M. Schofield appointed by President
Lincaln an commander of the Department of the Miswouri.it
Sehoficld samumed retive command May 2531

Jane §. Fndian Territory and gart of Kanms created into the
Dintrict of che Frontier with headguariare at Fort Sookt and
Maj, Gen. James G. Blunt commanding. Ha. Dept. of

souri, G.0. 46,1

Octeber 19. Gen, Blunt refieved an commander of the Digtrict
of the Frantier by Brig. len. John McNell H. Dept. of the
Misourt, G.0. 1102 MeNell asmumed eelive command Novem.

1864

January I, ‘The Department of Kansas, aa & territorial
command seperste from the Department of the Mimours, i agsin
edtablished. For: Smith and all of Indien Territory
within the Dapartment. Maj. Jen. Zamuel R. Curtia designated
Derurtment Commander. W.D. AGO. G.O. 11 Curtis es-
wamed active command on January 16.2¢

Janyory 6. The Department of Arkansas established to in-
chude all of e arca of Arkaneas exorpt Forl Smifh, Mal. Gen
Frederick Steels amigned oo Department Commander. W.D.,
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468 The Chranicies of Oklshama

AGO, G.0. 1417 Bleele asumed active command on Januery

Jonuary 30. Maj. Gan. W. 5. Rosecrana directed to 2elieve
Ma. Gen, J. M. Schoficld a» commander of the Depertment of
the Missouri. W. D, AGO, GO 285

February 23 Brig, Gen. John M. Thayer religven Prig. Gen,
John McNeil as commander of ﬂla District of the Frontier {part
of the Department of Arkanaas).’

April 17. A} of Indian Teritory and Fert Smith tranaferred
to the jurisdiction of the Department of Arkansas

Moy 7. A igher headquattens. kngeen s Miliary Division
of Wenl to include the D of
Arkanses {of which Todlan Teritory  part) and the Dejrt.
ment of the Gulf. Hesdquerters were designated st Natches,
Maj. Gen. E. R. 8. Canby commending. W.D,

November 25 Mai. Gen, Joseph J, Reynolda amsignad to
command of the Department of Arkarsas, tlioving Bs). Gen
Frederick Steele, W.0, AGO, GO. 230" Reynolds amumed
Bctive wmmand December 2.4

December 2. Maj. Gen. G. M. Dodge nssigned as comman-
der of the Depariment of the Missonri to relieve Mai. Gen
W. 8. Roserrane. W.D, AGO, G.O. 294%

1855
Jonuzry 30, The Department: of Kanass merged into the

!n]mrlbdﬂmrtmem WO, AGO., GO 11

Jansacy 30. A higher headquorters known an nm Muhw-y
Pivision of the Missouri crested, under which pleced the De-
partments of the Missouri and the Northwest, with he-dumrmr-
at &t Louig and Maj. Gen. John Pope commanding.’
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Fndinn Ferritory Commend in ike Cicil War 100

April 22, Wiy Digrict of South Kawas

the Mizsourd, G.0. 40."

May I7. Military Division of West Mﬁulll.[wl abolished and
iver end south of the

Sheridan stsumed active command
Conmentante AT
1861
May 13, Diwtrict of Indian Terrilory created, with Brig.
Gen Ben M¢Culloch commanding ™
November 22. Department, of Tndian Terrtory created wih
Brig. Gen. Albert Pike cormaniing.

1862

Janaary 10, Arkaruen, Mimouri and Indign Tereitory or
ganize fnta the Tra Di at
Litle Rock. Maj. Gan. Earl Van Do wmmlndmg" The same
e May 2.

May 26 Mnj, Gen, T C. Hmd:mn agsigned a8 commander
of the Trans Mi

July 16, Maj. Gen. Theuplnlus Holmea esigned o com-
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410 The Chranicles of Dhlchora

mand the Trans Miwmiawippi Department. Holmes
active coramand July 30, with headquarters at Vicksburg.++

July 28. Brig. Gen. Albert Pike relieved of commacd of In.
dian Territory by onders of Maj. Gen. T. C. Hindman.*? Pike
refused to recognize the order and in November, 1862, he was
eseorted out of Indian Territpry under arrest 18

August 70, The Diistrict of Arkanses, including Indinn Ter-
ritary, sreatsd us a past of the Trats Missitippi Departnent,
with Mej. Gen. T. C. Hindman, commanding.*

1863

Januory 8, Brig. Gon. Williem Steole esied eoruma;
Indisn Territory with headquarters at. Fort Smith oo o
Tilory is etached from Ihe Disklct of Arkansos, and placed di-
roatly under the Truna-Missimsippi Department:

February 5. Gen, B, Kirby Smith relieved Licut. Gen. Tho-
ophilus Flolmes sa commander of the Trans Missizsippi Depart-
ment.}! Smith assumed active cammand March 7.32

March 2, Bog. Gen. D. M. Frost relieved Maj. Gen. T. C.
Hindman 28 commander of the Diatrict of Arkansas.?*

March 18. The Districl of Arkansas erlsrged o include
agein Indian Territory, with headquarters st Litfls Rock end
Licut. Gen. Theathilus Helmes commanding.st

April 24. Hﬂdqulmn of tha Trans-Mississippi Deportment
moved o Shreveport, Lo

July 24, Mei. Gen. Sterling Price relieved Holmes aa Com-
manding General of the Thatrict of Arkanaas.}¥

September 25. Lieul, Gen Holmes remumed command of
Disteict of Arkanms, with héadquarters eatablished at yitihg
Fhia }7
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Endian Terrtioep Command in ihe Cisit War an

Octaber 14, Indian Terrilory removed fram the District of
Arkanues and organized a6 & sevarate district dircetly nnder the
Trans-Mimirsippi. Departmant with Brig, Gen. Willlam Stecks
continuing in coramand 58

Drecember I3, Brig. Gen. Ssmuel B. Maxey relieved Brig.
Gen. William Steele es District of Indian Territary commander,*
©n May 20, 1864 Maxey was promoted ta Mujor General to
sk from April 14, 1864,

1864

March 14 Maj. Gen. Starling Prioa relieved Holnes as Comn-
mending Genetal of the District of Arkanasss?

July 21 Indian Territary crented by the War Department

as a Repatate district directly under Gem. E. Kirby Smith, with
Brig. Gen. Dougles H. Cooper commanding *

Augast 4. Mas, Gen. 5. B, Megruder refieved Price s Com-
manding General of the District of Arkanmas:

1885
Februgry 4. Brig. Gen. Stand Watic degignated by Gen, E.
Kirby 8milth as commander of all Indian trocps in [ndi-n Terct-

tnry. Brig. Gen. D. H. Cooper given the sddil duty e
Buperintendent of Indian Affairs for Indian Teml.ury "

Februnry 21, Gen, E. Kitby Smith relieved Maj. Gen. 5. B.
Maxey en commander of the District of Indian Territory end
placed Cooper in artive command 51

March 31. Maj. Gen, J. B, Magruder relieved an commander
of the District of Arkarao by Maj. Gen. J. F. Fagin.®*

Apri 18, The Districts of Arkanian and West Lubiana con
soldated into ane district under Maj, Gen. S. B. Buckner

May 18, Gen, E. Kitby St oved (he  Deadauacters of
the Trana Missirzippi Department
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