History of Councit Grove, Dilakuma an

A HISTORY OF COUNCIT. CROVE
™ OKLAHOMA

By Hay Awplin®
The hiatery of Council Grove in as old, inteveating and

by, but there is no evidenca of it now, Mr. J. Rey Abemathy
tell of sesing many Indians gathered at the apring, pericdically,
even after 1900,

The ares of Council Grove coversd pproximately three and
& hall square miles, Tt included the Jand eouth of North-uu
Thirty-ninth Street in Bethany and Warr Acves, along
Fiighormy 56, evtending south to e Roct Tlsnd Raliond. tmlu
near West Reno Strost, in Oklahoma Clty and drom the

Camadiun River eant, fhree miles. fo the viginity of Machrin:
Boultvard. The cld spring is loated botwost the Noriwest
Tenth Steet Bridge and the Late Overholser Dlam, in the wil-
Ionen el the dam

In 1858, Jesse Chisholm opened & trding post &t Council

Growe, just east of the Morth Cansdian River, on land that was
later homesieeded by M. J. A “Uncle J-mmr Young in 1888,
Chisholm wss on iriendly borme with all the Endiava of fhe
Southern Flaine region, and could ga among them to trade, even
when they were at war with the white people.’

Jesae Chisholm wes born in Tannesses In 1608, Ha bacama
8 808 acout, guide, interpreler and trader. Eio father, Tnatios

MU Avslln, o aattve of Arkancas, received bla B.5. Degroe Tn
oxton Tru Santbwenits Miseans Base Colets, Soraner. Mievoat)
He s takn gondonte work at bhe Uslrersdty of Missoucl, Ollakama City
Vnlturmity, Detvesaity of Ollahora aml Los Angles Stwte Collens. Fe bas
ex toacher and high sebool principal in Sllessurl, Okinbuma
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Histary 5 Doncit Grove, Ollakema s

Chisholm was & while men of Smtdn dme end hia mother wan

< Cherches Indian woman, He migrated weat, before the Cherc-

kes left Arknusas, and settled kur & wisile on Gpadza River
"

Abont. 1825, he and his mother and his aunt Tiona Rogers
atrived at Ft. Gibaor in the Indian Territory. A few years after
their arrivel at. Pt Gibson, his aunt Tiana Rogers married Sam
Houslon who had lmown them in Tennesses, In 8 few years Sam
Hovalon went ta Texas to fight in the Tezap Revolution and
becorme the president of the Rapublic of Texas. Tiana refused t
g0 to Texas 60 the couple was separated For over forty years
Jege Chisholm wae a factor in the affair of the Southwet, not
only in the old Im‘]lan T\zmmry, ust aloo in Texas, New Mexico,
Kanzs and

Jesse Chishalm made bis way west end wtopped at Edward's
Stare, which was located (ive miiea south of the present eity of
Holdenville, Oklshama cn the south bank of Little River. After
thee years el the Edward's Store, he married Miss Eliza Ed-
wards, e member of the Creek Tribe. He entered into partner-
ship with his father-inJas and started those memorable treka to

with the civilized Tndians as well 35 with
the roving Flaine Indian. Jeme Chisholra yas o travels
trader

Jeae Chisholm had evtablished a store ot Chisholm Spring,
two miles east of the present fown of Asher, Oklehoms, sbout
the time of his martisge 10 Elim Bdwards. The large tpring
along the tmil gave clear cool water and eerved as a camn
-munﬂ for Indians an their way to Edwand'a Store. This wan

midway point betwesn Edward's Store on Little River, thirty-
o s to the enst and the Chouteau Trading Post near Lex-
ington to the weat.! He had learned thet the Plaing Indians were
adverae bo traveling trails through tiniberad country, and for this
;:-m found this location more faversble than that at Bdward's

re.

In 1850 ke ook pomemian of the trading post whith ked
bten extablishod by Colonel A. P. Chouteau, shorly before his

an

o 'nmr. den Chiskalm (Bandern, Tecan: Frantler Timen,
'm)‘ .
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death in 1838, and conducted much of hia Indian trade from this
age, near the preaent gile of Levington.?
In 1868 he continued on, narthwent and estaklished s frading

selow, atbitr and brother as well. He waa m adopted brother
of the end Caddo trivest
A large part of Chisholr’a trading aperations wete on the
oper, mnge with wngons drawn by oten. horges of mulen. He
equipped hin tmins, and went into the center of the Indinn tribe,
for he had leamned, early that the wild Indians &id not ke to
come east into the Crass Timber region, and hence he would go
to them. He packed hin traing with the merchandice that they
liked, wuch g8 red calieo, beads, paints, but he never took them
whiskey. He was methodical in his husiness transactions, em-
ploying & man to keep records and accompany him on the trading
expedition into the wildomnes: where he bartered with the Indiana
in their camps.!®
Jesse Chisholm himse)f was preeminently & man of peace,
his servicm an a medintor and peacemaker were always in demard
at every peace coyncil in Kenwe, North Texss and the Tndian
Territory. It is aid that he could speak fourtesn diffetent lin-
guages erd wes fraqenily cal’ed upon fo act as an interpreter
batween. the army officers and tha Indians of [he wild (ribes
He was. known arly ag @ “aquare hooter, a aquare dealer and a

pathh

touch with Edward's Slore. Parenls as far away as Hastrop
Coumty Terss went to Edward'a Store to get newe of their
Joel children.1?

Jm Chisholm, himself, bought nearly 3 domen eof thesa
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Tiaiary of Counsit Frore. Oklakona a7

children, m had been held in bondage among the Comanches
and Kinwas. Some of thesa captives, most of whom wers Mexi-
waia were adopted and reared in ks howe as membera of ks
awn family and became upeful citizans In this part of the coun-
Pt
Tn 1859, Colone] Benjamin L. E. Bonneville, '+ Cangressmai

Jahn 8, Phelps of Mizsouri,!? and Bu‘pemlhnd!m of Indian .M-
Iaire, Collina, with a troop of 180 acldiers went 40 Council Grove

tn meel with the leaders of the Cnmnm‘hat The Rurpose o oa thia
meetmg was o by o
hestilitics apainst the white prl: and i crealo o more I‘llend-
1y relation between them. The Comanchea were unfriendly and
suspicious when they saw the troops, no doutt mindful of the
atteck wpon their camp whlle on the W to Fort Arbuckle an
a peaceful mi ion. in 1858 They refused to truat the pesceful
intention and professiona of the white man. They broke their
emp on the North Canadian in great confusion end fled north-
ward upen (J!elavpruldl of the troopa, and the meeting at Cmmul
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The Phranicter of OHakoma

Chisholm abandoned hia truding poct at Coundil Grove in
1861, becauss of the Civil War. He was among the Loyal Creeks,
Shawnees and ofver Indians in the sxodus or migration. to 8
Plaoa of salety on the Avkansan River in Hanuag. They actfled
on Chisholm Creek, just cast of tho present eity of Wi
Karnsas, 1!

The influence of Jeme Chisholm prevailed in central Okla-
homa end mony of (e Indiens remained newtral during the
Clvil War. Toward the Inat years of the wer, the Comanches
and wild tribes in the Tndian Territory came to the Wich-
ita village on the Atkanems Biver lo trade with him. He cven.
tunlly was purauaded to return to the Canadian River region u3
a trader.

In March 1885, Jose Chisholm loaded some wagors with
the nmual hunter and treder supphies of coffee, tobacco, Fugar.
blarkete, and small itema of hardware, necompanicd by James
B Mend, ancther trder, proceeded southward on the faint. traces
of the trail made by (W retreating Federal garrisons of Indian
Territory military bases in the apring of 1861 Chisholm made
his wey lo the Canadian valley and recpened hin trading post
at Council Grove.t?

The route selected en hin return, to Council Grove was i
good one. A fow years later it bacama part of the famous Chis-
balm Trail, ueed by Teaa catflemen seeiing & northem cuthet
for their cattle al Abllene, Kansas, While Jesse Chisholm had
little o do with the caltle industry, the trail wan named for
him. A few years later o Chicago Rock Island and Facific
Railroad follomed this same route into Texss, and

Hithway 51 in Oklahoma parallels s sme route, with merk-
ers designating it.an the Chisholm Trail.in

Chishalm re-entablished is trade in besver and otter pelts
and in deer, ulk and buffalo hides. Eatly in 1866, he bad collocted.
& great pile of pelta, beaver, atter, deer, elk, walf and buffale,
which be hauled to Kanaas He exiended his business nc-
fivitien up the North Canad; ver into the present Blaino
County whens be established n asle works.!!

Disorder and uncertainty rigned in the Indian Tenritoty,
during 1he Iagh year of the Cunl Wnr Mast of the leaders in the

17 Unmiblhed Shaniserins, “Councll Groval' n. %
Lt Joweph 7. Thoburn, op. mil., Fronier Timew, Yol 13, p. 331,
12 Fhi., p.

W, T, Tuplor, Jesse (hihola, p. 101
1 Unpubiished Maniscript, “Councll Grave” p, 2.



Bietacy of Council Orove. Ohiahomg am

i jian, pations new bagan o realize that they had 1
T e s & bufier . protect e Conotatoe Sl on
Fheir borders. With that reafization came & doairs to o
wituation® changa this

i Indian league-? While the Confederytes showed little
fxm\.';i::i;. o curry favor with the United States by repudinting
theiz sllinmoes, they did make strong efforts by unite with th
Plaina tribes and Union Tndiars an 8 meany of epproaching
peace talka.?t

Early in 1385, Major Isrsel J. Vort, Confedrate tribel agent
for the Creek Natlon under General §. Kirhy Smith, Comman-
der of the Trans-Mississippi Department of fhe Confedersle
Atmy aent word to tha Plains Indiens that acme comumissicners
with authorily from the Conlederste Slales whyyld meet with
them at the great peace council of all the Indian triben. 3t was
propossd that this mesting be beld at Coungil Grave an May
15, 1865, and thip wes atrongly urged in General Smith's com-
munication. He wan fim in the belisf thet ap alhamcs could
be made with these tribes.t! Govemor Throckmorton of Tezas
and General Albert Pike were originally named delsgaten o rep-
resent the Confederacy. General Pike refused to serve and
Colonel W. D. Resgan was appointed. in his ploce, s The Plains
tribes sent delegates, and wpan wrriving in the vicinity of Coundl
Grove, word wan brought in by scouls that a Pedersl military
force wmg being organized in Kanans io Prevent or disrupl the
meeting at Council Grove. Thereupon the delegakians that had
already gathered, proceeded south and weat 1y Cottoeood
Grove, two miles west of the present 1N of Verden on the

I1Anna Lewin, “Comp Kapslean" Cheanicla of (fokome Vol. 1K,
11031). w. 308

B Viewr E, Fanw. Okizhoaa—Tts Origin id iepeiopment (Ghla-
Bema City: Hnrluw Fublivkiag Comnans, W6H)., 1 Ty,

It Talwia 0. Meegnalds, Okladume—d Bitlory of ihe Boomer Siwta
(Narman s Uskuerits of Okleboma Ve 10885, b 229

2 The Dfficial Records of Whe Tnicn and Confeirrge Armica (Wanb:
inKlyo, TL0.: The Goveruwent Drloting Offie I8 01y, Vol XLFIII,
Part 1, o, 1200,
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4 Tha Chroalcles of Olfadoma.

Washita River and set up cmp which they called Comp Np.
polecn. They called the meeting zen daya later,1”

Moet of the Western mbu. including the Cheyenne, Arapa-
ho, Liren, Omaga and were represented and numbared

8,000 or more.2* The prmmwl <chiefa of the Creek and Seminole
meu, Joined in an addras trging all Indian tribes or beands,
uding those who bed adhered Lo the Federal government and
uppuwd the Confederacy to drop all paet differcnece and be-
tome parties of a peace compact. 2

The counall was highly sucressful. It resolved on a par-
manent pesce among the Indians and renewed their pledges to
union. The purpeee of the Civilized tribea is apparenl in (he
compact which Ihe tribea aigned. Thig provided for perpetual
Friendshin among all Indians, forbade the warpath among then-
selves forever and stated: *The motto or principle of the Can-
feslerate Indian Triben shell be; *An Indian shall not ill another
Indian's bload." ™

In 1886 when Jesse Chisholm and hia friend Jemes R, Mend
toek lhe laad of furs to Kanlu City, they went to Lexvenworth,

hay 1o pam a photographic shop, and Mead
m‘iuced Chishalm to enter and have his picture ukm Mead
did ot hiow the contribution ba was making bo history when
ke induced Chigholm to have his picture hluﬂ Thin was
wnly pholograph ever made of Jesse Chisholm.

Although Jesse Chisholm wae in poar health siter 1465,
he continued in pursuit of hig trading business. He wes a geod
business man and a successiul trader, yet such wag his generosity
end charily that he never amassed an much wealth as & mor
sellish man might have done under similar cireumstances 32

In 1866, he saw the first herd go vp (he trail thei, he had
follewed. from Wichita. This herd wan driven by Captain Heury

knoom far and wide as the Chisholm Treil
bolm died, aver a halimillion Temt sioirs wems driven over
this tril. i
In 1867 & great hunling expedition was organized by Mont:
aegih M. Thohurn -nd aluml ll \\nm Dhladoma: A4 Fis
of the s ot Tia" Frome, (ort Sorue Tants Histoienl FulHTE
P
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nuz The Chranictes of Hkichoma

ford T, Johneon,™ Sam Garein, Bl Williams and Jesse Chis-
holm. They finally camped on Welnut Creek some ten miles
norihwest of the present town of Purcell, Oklshoma, in the vi-
enity of what is row Washington, Oklahoma. A herd of bultalo
wan discoversd the next day and the hunt was very mocessful.
The hides, tongues and humrs were taken a9 (he choice part of
the bufat. The whole perty tomed inte a ckinning party to
preserve the hides which wete of com

tition. Tn. the spring of 1864, Mr. Johmuon establizhed his ranch
on Walnut Creek with the pormission of the Chickasaw Nation.?

In 166, Chisholrs toch & coravan 1 (ho et ditrit of
present Blaine Counly, sbout thirty miles northwest of the
present aile of EI Reno, Oklahome on the bank of the North
ian River. Here he had met with the Comanches, Hiowas,
Wichitas, and other Tndians, and wers supplying them with
+ 1t seers that & party had gathered at the spring and a
bear wap Killod and.the choios bits wers rendenc into @t by
ing it in & bmm kettle. The tesulta were dimsstrous, Dur-
ing the night, Jesse Chisholi wa saized with a sstions linass.
thet it was ptomaine poisan or aome other ailment ia nok
known, There was o physician within one hundred miles, and
he died in a few heurn. It would have token at Jeast four days

a
prcwent sito of Asher, Oklahorse. They buricd deose Chaholm
tear the Laft Fond Spring, five milea east of the present Green-
fld. Chleboma’7 With him ot the lime of bis desth mere bia
tiends, James 3. Mead A. Srmith, ane of Chisholm’s

nd a negra boy, Joe Vau“

miferd T. Sl e boen nt Ok Bogzy Depar, Choctaw
185, the on af Chyrind Jahnaan, 4 6otk of Lapan, Eagiand
Wl had g te Mbebulgel nwl memied w Chiekauas glel, Tteliooon
Govmoes, The voung onle me 1o O inllap Tepriey uieg, e




Rletory of Caunedl (rare, Nhlahicia L

greve remeined unmaded, for yeate but finally the
schoot chiidren of Ohlahotna crocted o rmall mrkér o bear the
lestimony to thia patriot, pianeer, peacemaker and pathfinder.’?
Chisholm's death was & seriows blow fo the fribes of South.
wealorn Oklabama, aitd W was mourned an if he had been a
chisftain. The newa of hia death was Maghed from tribe to tribe
by swift runners. The wentest tribute ever peid to a man of
Oklahoma, wae paid to the memary of Jesse Chisholm when the
Indians without respect to tribe, mourned him a8 a brother.¥?

Jease Chisholm hed lived among aavage men and beasts and
savsge conditions. bul in all phases during hie thirty years in
the wilderness he emerged as an example of the trueat type of
bolief was that of his Cherokies ances-
. preme Be-
ing whoee fmemle goodnew e (rasted BN, and m mni,
fewting prace and Kindness and bratherly love and charity toward
hin tollow man, Jesse Im's part in the history of Oklahoma
and some pactions of the neighboring skates, in fully as important

and no lews mmantically picturesque than thet of Tlanie) Boone
in Hentucky.!t

“The Courcil Grove section was soon. included in Montford
Johmsan's ranching operations. It had & large timber area about

wen out, in order that the hogs and cattle could
be muer] in thig aree.}

Jease Chisholm had logs stored st Coundl Grove to build

a large store at. Couneil Grove, but William Chisholm, his son,
oold the ks to Montford Johnean oiter his father's death.tt
ﬂmiunwmnmedmmeen st side of Council Srave and were
in co a ranch houss about 1873, in the vicinity

ot North MacArthur Boulevard, Oklehoma City, The ranch wop

all Chickasws, These peaple may have been the firsl. permanent
inkalitanls of Pitrets Gity.*

WU Tasio, 0 Peamtter Fimea, ¥l 38 3. 501,

.hwvlllh B habl tn Fromite Tim, ¥oL I% on S0
R L' e Ramcher (81lllwnicr, Oklmbonn : Red-

Vapisah, “The Thuccr of Caey p Sodmes mod <bone
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Montford T, Johnson had a large stock of cattle snd hoga
st the Council Grove Ranch which covered about 3,600 actes.**
He mainteined hin heedqwurlm at Silver City, which ia now
eair the town of Tultle.

During the esrly part of the 1940's, N.[vnlhmd Joanson dls-
covered that his Council Grove Ranch on the North Canadis:
Hiver g ot in the Chickasaw Nation. In Febronry. 1850,
Pucsident Hayws isued 3 protlamation which warned hor-
atesders o keep out of the Oklshoma Disirict. Jfohnson had to
abandon his Council Grove Ranch by 1866*7 The United States
Government. set aside mare than 1,000 acrea of wuurll.n:l in the
Council Grave ares, as a Bource of timber needed for

“This reservation extendad (rom the present Norihwest ssuh Street
in Bethany o the road a half mile south of the present North-
wost Tanth Slmel. and from the presont. Council Raad sastwd
for sbout

Thia ia the same belt of timber that Montford Johnson had
o drive, trap and W1 besra and panihers, before ho ool %
tablish hig ranch, I consisted of poat cak, western while pak,
Black jeck and cottomwood, some of these Irets measuring from
three io five feet [n diametcr. Even today some of the large trees
are still standing. Thousands of prairie chickens roosted in the
branches of these trees, becnuse (hey could find abundent food
in the great timbered ares. This Limberland was also known 3
Johtan's Grove in L cutly days

The reservation wan set aside by the govamment to furnish
fuel and fence posta 1o Ft. Reno. Later the interest waa turned
to lumbering aperations here. A saw mill was sct up &l the
Derlinglon Agency, but It was difficult to find desirable loga
nearby to supply Fort Renc with the lumber needed. in ita
construction, The nedrsst and most available timber that was
suitable far lagging and sawing was at Council Grove, The dis-
tance was Loo far to haul the logs to he saw mils, 90 the mw
mill was maved to a site near the loga 0

In 1884, Mr. Edwin F. Williarw, who was an esperichoed
end mechanic wos placed in charge of e removal and
einstallaion of the engine, boer and s il end divected i
on thereafter. The mill was located just Torthesst of the

7 SO o e 0 35 412
m.. m ity -,
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Hirtory of Cauncil Qroer, Dklghioia -
prasent Northweat Tenth Street Bridge. J. A. D.u, an early st
Vier told dosenh 5. Thobum of having scen the: which hed
formed. the base of the mw mill, slmost buried in the sand when
it arrived thers in 1868 51 Soldiers, belore the opening in 1845,
were aetailed to cut the timber and to quard [t against timber
Inives. Rude burracka were built across the road from the old
I T. Melrose home, Sergeant Gray wap in command of the
soldierst?

The heavy lumber such as leepors, sills, joints, studding
and raftera were eut and used af Fort Reno. Mast of the alabg
and loose Tumber was used ot the fort for fucl, Mr. Clands
Heusley, 1 pioneer newspaper man of Oklohoma tells of seeing
eaveral (housand cords of wood piled in front of the Prst Trader's
Store at Ft. Reno.’

When this ares was cpened for settlement on April 23,
1869, & Negro, whose name weg Perler wan deaignated to plow
furrews arcund Lhe govemment reservation a# a fire quord and
«am.ruinnrruwe nt propecty; hence no land ol
could be staked within ‘the boundsry. People of the sumorndl
neighborhood were allowed (o take the fallen Eimber for oy
Some unscrupulous men got around the rule by going out onc
&ay, cuiting the timber snd returning the next day ior u,g
fallen timber which they had cut the day before* Governmen
ofticera soon checked thia depredation.

When the Choctaw Coal & Railway Company, now a part
of the Rock Inland Rallrood, was built and trains surted yun-
mn: from Shawnse to Ft. Rmm «coal could be obtained for fuel,

Lo woud was needed and eventually the sawmill was agan-
doned, The lands in the reservalion were thrown open for sale
n December, 15993

In 1885, & colony of setilers under the leadership of Captan
il 1. Gouch a appeared in. the vicinity of the Council G

They chot and butchered Montford Johnson's llou ey
P gl e e inveskigled thin
<alony, which wes seftling in the North Canadian Valley, Conch
informed him that he mupposed that [he bogs and calves bel
1o 1o ane, Fe anneunced that he wes geing to colonize the Okla-
Boma country, The following year, the Council Grove Ranch
was sbendoned * Caplain Couch and his colony were Temoved
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aan The Chreaiciss o Uktadoma

by troops under the command of Lientenant Colonel E. V. Sam-
ner, of the Fifth United States Cavalry on November 10, 1685,
This wan the k. organised effort of the boamers lo elfect a
satilament. in Olahema.

All of the Council Grove zeserve area sas opened for set-
tlement exospt that part in the timber reaerve, on April 22, 1695,
Soums ol the corly wlors were: Wil Lyle, Jack A Livon,
B C. Kright, John Ockes, I P, Melreas, Pigler (a
whose place was bought by Oliver sy Tofn I,
Ah!mau-y. Masen §. Manwell, Edgar and Charles Knight, Dr.
Jewell Trader, John Trader, Sim Kaufian, Soott Tooer, Newt
snd Boad Baker, A. B.  Lee Stinchcomb and others. '

J. A me. was urged by bia wife, Mary Flossles o sattla
in Oklahoma. She had once pionecred ss a enall girl from lowa
to Sumner County, Kansas, with her parents. Mr. Young cane
£ Council Growe during the run and bought o relinquishment
to a farm from ancther man who had slaked & claim there.
Young's wile and children joined him, coming by frain, Signa
of Ihe oid Jewe Chisholm trading post were still (o be seen in
1849 on the farm of J. A. Foung. Thera was the well, whete Mr.
Young built his bam, and broken piecsa of china and traces
around the log ‘could 2] b petn % Other renarts o
“Council Grove” say thal “Boomer” Milkr, so called begiuse

court and, afer seversl years of litigatie
1o Yinung, and the Millar famly Tefl this part of the commiry

Porter, the Negro wha had plowed Iha fire break around
the timber reservation, oocepied the farm hamesteaded by Mr.
1 F. Melae, but he ocoupied this Zand bafota the opening in
1889, Sinca Melrase had filed a claim aceording bn law. Porter
had Lo relinguish hia rights

“Uncle Johnny” Baker and Vincent Andersan owned the
farms which sre now included in Lake Dverhelser and the dam.
Mt. Andetson's Land was between Boker's and Northweat Thirty-
minth Street. His farm wub ficst oocupisd by & Negro, “Uncle

Davy d

uncle of the Hon. Hoke 8mith of Gaorgia, Secretary of Interior
under President Cleveland, In & rontest over the title, “Uncle
Davy” threaten=d to kill anyone who laid claim to the land,
upen which he wes living, He even made e trip to Washington,

32 Jowph B, Thebarn, A Atondord iatory of OMakems, Vol IT,
Fo. B4

nuiehed HanipaTlrs, Cometl Geove.” p. 8
Y



Hiarry of Souachl Grove, Oetademe T
D.C. by train in behalf of his cloim, Vincent Andemson wes
itimately granted title 0 tha land.

3z, Lee Sindhoonb mas the Last of the 8ers 1 be living
on his original homestead.

The fitet murder in Gountll Grave waa committed May 1.
1889, A small boy found the body of & man floating in the water
s the crouming, vhere 5o Noxihnowss Terth Streat bridge Is now

Jocated. Various tales were fold bout this incident. There in

and the facls concerning the murder were never leamed. He wan
uried an the bank of the North Canadiar River. The County
luter paid S1000 to have the body moved when the Northwect

Terth Street Bridge wae buik, and the a biried [n &
el gravevard Which waa Josated on the Colley Farm. Since
thia plat hae been plowed under. all traces of his burial place
are gone. The old settlery et el the place, on Narthwest
Tenth Stret, “Dead Man's Crossing "5

The Choctaw Coal & Raflsy Company started conatruction
eastward from El Renc to Oklahoma City where it wag intended
that the line would connect with Lhe Santa Fe Railroed. Con-
struction waa halted on the line in 1891 when the company wns.
foroed into reveivership. However, additional funds weva found
and cal

1890 The building vnlmov!d to Council Grove in 1882. The first

remained a toacher for mamy years. She returned to Vermont and
continued to correspond with her former pupils for a long period
of vears.s

In the fall of 1890, the Raverend A. J. Worley, o Mathod
Minister and hia wife openefa private schod or gils Dwnci‘l
Grove with aboul forty studen
a Mr. Watlay's 180-ncre claum, -hlch wng wbull mile -wﬂ\
of the village of Council Grove ot Reno and Coundl Streets,
backing up 4o the North Cansdien Rivers The name of the
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e be building
oee humdred {eet amay, adioining the kitcen Py Tiving quar-
teTs for the helpera.ts

Bz, Worley did not teach in the school, since ha was on tha
circuit stablishing other Melhodist Churches, Mrs. A, J. Worley
taugh! music, piano and singing. Her brother. Dr. James Brown
of St. Louis, Misonri wns the resident physician and teacher of
mathematica and history, Mr. Worley's advertisement in a notion-
al church paper for an English and Latin teacher, was
by 1 Mm. Butterfield who come from Boston for the Position.s”

Accarding to Junin, Warley, (laler Mra, E. L. Keyes of

Wymewood and the mother of M. Harold Freeman!, the
school mascot waa A pet deer named Reno that was foilowed
around by lhirteen pet cak: padding along in single file.*

The school drew its enrollment from a wide area Including

Guthrie, Kinglisher, Hennessey, and El Reno, The girls were

o dahth grade and high ool ueliffations, sevorling o Mz
Pearl McCracken Trogper who Was & student thers.

The Guoen's Camp Sehaol vas moved o Normar, in 1854,
where it was combined with the High Gate Female Academy.
Tocated on the Present wite of the Ceatral State Hospital grounds.
Both chools had been establiched by the Southern Mathodist
Church, When the Queen's Camp School was discontinued st
Coundl Grove the bldinga mere tors dowm nd the site el
wes obliternied, Students who tranelerred from Queer's Camp
School to High Cute Forle Arsdemy rere. Maula Bingata
and Dor Van Trees of Ehm Babion of Cleveland
County, Jean Williams o Nore, Amoo of Kingtisher,
Viola Huthes of Moore: and Junia w.xney. Qauchter of the

A J. Worley, of Council Grave.*d

Although High Gale Ferale Acaderny slso wes closed in
a few years and notling remaina of the two schoole, evidences
ot the work. o the Revirend Wozkey are preserved i the roe.
ords of St Luke's Methodigt Church, in Oklshoma City, whera

¢ Kewapaper clipping from the Jocsl grem Jo the Ok of e, Tarald

Evsoean.
43 Tatter feam Ve Farold Frocmns, sromdaughbier of Rew. A 1.
Worley,
4% Neasnaper <lpatay in Ui of Mes, Barold Fravaan.
[var ity Ml Rl

Rewsnarer clinping in flen of M. Fnreld Fresman,




Histary of Councit Grove, OMaboskd o

be vwas the ceoond padtor. His photograph hange with suecsed-
ing pastors with an inscription hanaring him. Taday, the vatme
snd location of Queen's i

rarked exoept in the minds of 4 few of its students whe remain,
“The meme vos significant of the jdepligm which prompied the
founder of the achool faz the young gitls in this new settlement.

was the mailway station aNent. The ator= was alsc operated by
Mr. Will McCartar for & Year of so, ufter which Mr. Abemnathy
took charge again. 72

The nome of the community was changed from Councl
Grove lo Council, in 1834. The name was changed because mail
and trsight was eften delivered to Council Grove, Kanais. inatead
of Council Grove, Olahemt Tenritory, The peat office was dis-
continued on August 15, 1906 and the erea waa served by the
Oklehoma Clty potofflee. The amqll Lown began b die with the
reanoval of Queen’s Camp Schoul In 1894 and tha charge of B
name in the same year. The ruilrad depot waa removed in 1934.
Todey there ia no evidence af there having been a town at this
place. The Council School and Council Road are the enly remain-
ing names in what was once Council Grave

Other amall towrie 8prang up and aro ctill in existence, but
thet wav not true of Council Giove. Bethany came into existence
in 1913 on the rorth edke of Coyncil Grave and the post office
weg established there on March 11, 1913,7+

The dara for Lake Overholasr won completed in 1916, near
the eite of the Chisholm trading post wnd the laks covers mast
of the river bottam in the Counci] Grave area. In 1930, a tornado
visited the Council Grove ares egusing axleneive damage, snd
lives were Toet in and neat Brthany. Yhen the srea wan
by T. U. Taylor end Joserh B. Thoburm in (he summer of 1930
the grove of trees were atill fanding on the aide of tha road, but
there were no slgms of the Tnch house or trading post, Modern
farms and dwellings showed & bigh atate of cutivation.™

On April 22, 1941, 8 marker of ved ssndsions which bexts a
bronze plague wes dedicated, Fugt esat of the Northwest Tenth

Y0 Jhid,

11 Grorge ML Shirk, OHakoma
wceslty of Oklshama Trem, 19031,

Tloc, {Norman. Okia.: Tl

™
"Coutcll Grove” p. 6.
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HISTORICAT, MARKEN 0N AITE OF COUNCIL GH
OKLANDMA CITY
B ol b ke sty

T80 Lol T o 5 Bownestle and 1bonph sscorted Congeemann

El b

1905 Counell called btween Commnclie and Klven Teibes end
Coufederate Jta:

1432 Mawnllls s op und buccavks built for wvom detuiled 10
cut timber for . Reno from aure goremImEal reserde.

18— Opesei for nitlement.

sm Pridge. It mmmemoratea many historical eventa that ook
place 3t Couneil Grove’d The marker was presented by the
Dughtern of the American Revalution, and was aet up by the
Odabomn Gity Park Dopartment. Tha dodicition was madke by
B § 1 Ploumoy an Mrs John Lintz 15l fn chargs of
vnded by Dr. 0. B, Thobarm, Miss Mkl H

all
Wright and many 85'ers,
Since World Wer T0, many changes have come about in
ities

large trees that gre afill standing, The Weatern Elestric Com-
Ppany manufactuting glant it keated on Reto Street suth of
the sl vilsge of Counci) Grove, and scom the it from
tha site of Quean's Camp School. Interstate Highway 40 runs
between Reno Strect and the North Canadian River through
what wma onod the comus of Queen's Camp School. Councl
Grove ia gone, yel its etory will Tinger on 83 4 very impartant
bistorical site in the history of Oklahoma Gity.

torical Nolew” Chranicles of Oliakoma, el KIT (16d1),
"0

"



