CAROLYN THOMAS FOREMAN
By d. Stanley Clark?

Martin W. Wiesendanger, in » biblivgeaphy of the Foremans
published in 1843, wrote, “Carolyn Thomas Foreman's bocka
and srticks, logtther with Gront Foreman's works, prenent an
inseparable whole: one can mot be evaluated except in terms of
e other. This unity hag mede possible the

team o collate evidence of Okishoms's Heh hetitage and to
thair findingn.

Dr. Foreman proclaimed thin teamwork, their mutual in-
terest fn dedicated resmrch. His first book, Ploneer Days in the
Southoest, published in 1526, s dedioates “To Carobyn ™ & ook

published ‘twenty years later, The Lost Trek of the Indian,
Fears the decication “To Carelvm.- Fie spala vul, her sharo m
their partnership in the prefuce to Indions nd Pionstrs, pub-
Lished in 1930, when he wrote these gracious words:

unmigtakebly great

Sore thas all, | am e 1o the pallal, en
tellizrnt arairdaner wife, Varulyn Thoman Fortman.
oyt i it i St ol 8 v
Truilful o not, aad whn has Jaberrd bne Soum iz making nolér ahd
e ey (e mmmieripie e And 1t e abe who transiated o8

ol arvaute |1 books, newwpaprry, Joutmals ~ed oand-
TerTp that hrvs beea demmn uran o, weHing 1B oo

Carolyn was bom in Metropolis, Tlinots, October 18, 1
the daughter of John R. Thoms, an sticmay, and Lottle PRl

n,
diad in early childhood. Her formal education was compleled
in privaie scbocla in Washington, D. C. and st Monticello Semi-
nary, Godirey, Dlingia, sippleméntsd by & year in Europe with
tuters.  Carolyns first published um:le, written under the

# the xubor of the arice vy Or, Grant
e of Oblobma, XXI. pp. L0242

SDr I Aanler Clark
Furvian, pabllobed in Fhe Carar
(10543, Dr. Cla

Iciarntion o hpe st o arem
Relln Loones of 1he Okishoms Historica] Society maH : Sire.
med Jrw Frances Kosser Hrown. Muskogee: and Mew, Hughberis
Cruaat. Virginfn. alece of Hre, Foremin,

A mou: prrveptive arifele s Qe Torcrma. wrlden by Bew, J. O,
Situch, Tula. Oklakoma wus nasrted fn the o ‘Recort

the Cameressional Recs
by Congremman Albert. A muring tribute on Mr,
eeatn o meitea by Tob Marvidsle, The Fhoenis Newn Tl
Feature, The Auakopsn Sumdop heomis and y
6. 1067,
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Peudonym “Viglel,” appeured in a Boalon church, publication
Every Giher Sunday Juta 8, 1680, Thia was & short, story, titled
“Flore Fairy MiLl end writen In the style o1 the peviod lot
teen-age girls.

Sho cherlalied 2 closer than usual daugnter-father relation-
ehip which continued to her father's untimely death in 1914,
The relationahip strengthensd Upon the death of her mothes. i
1690, mnnmnedbyherrnuwramdmammmm and
withatood the shock of his divarce same twenty-five yeare later

Jugge Thomas was an exemplary public igure wha inierpreted
46 his children his feelings and aspirations for the public good,
He represented his Illincis distriet in the National House of
Representatives 1879 to 1880 end rendered distinguished servics
28 & member, and lter as chairman, of the Heuse Commities on
Naval Affairs. For u generstion thereafler he was nffectionately
refarzed ta by thoae who knew the Washingtan scone es the father
of the e navy.

Judge Thomes moved with his family to Muskoges imme-
diately after hia appointment on June 7, 1697 as Special Judge,
Indian Tetritory. At that time Muskogee was an unineorporated
town, without utilities and with fewer then 3,500 inhabitanta
The lurru'ly lwed n & boarding house during the firs! year, but
early in the newly conatructed home of Judge Thoman
located on & ]llll far beyonrl the town's limit wes resdy for
oecupancy, This house was recognized by a Liter generation as
the home of the Foremans at 1419 West Okmulgee Avere, and
it was here that Carolyn died en Febroary 16, 1967,

When her father transferred i interests i the taska con-
fronting him in Indien Territory, Carelyn likewise became in-
volved orith the peopls ard the region. Tn the spring of 189
Judte Thomat was deigsted by, the Administation to aeist
i obiaining vohteem . Indiary Territory for & regiment,

Rough Riders. Carolyn witnesssd the departure of her bmther.
John Sobert, to San Antenis for training with the aroup befoms
embarkation for Cuba. She wna chisen Sponsor by the recruits
and their oath of induction was administered at Muskoges by
her father belore they entrained, (Fifty year later when a gran-
te marker was placed at the spot in 1948, Mre. Foreman un-
vailed the memorial tablet.

Carolyn was enthralled by the excittment of the times ag ahe
xperienced istory I the making Muskogee was o s bad for
1hds interart: & e ta be tncorporated and developed. @ stats
ta be built, and Indians to be guided tn o nes and ditferent oiti-
men otatun ns their fribal govornments were terminated throu
the wark of the Dawes Commiasioh. At the eame lime ohe fell
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mlwsmthlthlwondmllndcd[ndunTﬁnmundm

Jmowledgeable o its trees, shrubs, flowets and birca. All these
mvemladhrhmken Ilfe—lmgsmw of the heritage of the
reicn. and ts peopls, Practically all her centributione o the

Chroniclen of Ohishama, beginring with an article in the Seplem.
ber, 1927 [amue, srete about men and worien, and ¢vents of Indian
Territory, preponderately on thase of the Cherokee and Creek
Natiom.

Into Judge Thomae' home came Ieaders of an epoch: tribal
stalwarts, chiefs nnd governors, legialators, echool superinten-
a it

mittee hearings, <alled st the home of Judge Thomes whom they
vespected for his knowledge and judgment. Other callers were
membats and representatives of the Dawes Commission. Here
Carolyn met the serious-minded young Nlincin lawyer, Grant
Foreman, an employee of the Commiaxion, who waa already de-
seloping an nterest in Chc heciloge of the Tndione, Atter Judge
Thomas cntared into toak this e
into b e irm ae o junior pariner in 1963; Fotemau'a vsile ta

e o B sorasional Casalyn, had become
ihe wntzr of hig atiention. They were marriad JTuly 26, 1905
ith the Reverend & Grant Bvans, Prsidens of Heney Kendall
Calleye, officinting. and they becsme an insenarsble husbend:
wite team wnt) Dy, Foremants desth April 21, 1958,

The young lewyer and hia bride made an exiended trip io
Weatern Furope. Reflecting his Interest in his adopted communi-
ty. he gathered data on the ecomomic importance of Buropean

waterways, and upon their retum presented an analytical report
on hiy findings to civie leadors. Thus he bscame Muskoger's
etrongest praponent of the period for Arkansas River navigation.

Mrs. Forerasn, kewise, wap active in community aMair
When the Muskogee General Hopital became operative in 1909,
ehe served g 2 member of ity Board of Wornen Munagers for 2

number of years. Her interegt in the hespital led to greater ac-
tivity rlurmx World War 1. Afler the country entered the war
in April of 1917, the Foremans paid 3 ing-

of the war effort. Upon her retum, &s Director of Women's
Work of the Muskoges County Chapter of the American Red
Crosm, ahe organized units and instructed sursica! dresging clumaes
in Muskagee and nearby communitis. Quolas were exceeded
Muskogee was a center through which troop traine pazsed to and
from training camps, U begame known an the place where Red
Crass wamen greeted all trains with hot soup, Seltee and daugh-
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mhMmFﬂmnﬂmhﬂwl&ﬁM thie was ihe busiest
of her lifa in community work.

w‘henGmnchmlnNumimmﬂnmﬂvapmul
h'mrwmdw-rlmgmm their time to
eerlous ech igil

e hundred thivtesn libraries of this and other countries. How
rmmm-u. that. thesh b pooled the u]znl.u-mirwnur&e
to examine government documents, missionazy reports, dieri

bl end old namemtled Jata
on Indian Territary, and prepared articles pertaining 1o the
region and ith peaplel
Whereve: they travelled they obaerved the life and condie
Homs of peosle away from the umal tourit bausts, They
shared their gbservationg with Muskogee-orea_residents through
letters by D, Foretuan publibod in e Mustagee Phoenic 3
their Jast ip to India they talked &t length with Mahatma
Ghandi who knew of their research on the Indians of thin country.

It i6 6A8Y to make the amettion that Dr. and Mra. Foretnan
wers & team in mining source data on the region and fusing it
into readable arccounts for public use. Thie is commen kngwl-
=dge, easily comabarated by an cxamination of the i
works,

tion of Grant Fareman and his wife and co-worker, Carolyn
Thorae Foreman, fot (heir research and writing i Obdahama
and Seulhwestern history over 8 period of more than 35 vears.”

Tt is more dilficult to be o positive about her influsnce
on him in promoting projacts which redounded o the eredit of
the Hiotorical Society. Their threads of interést on rAtters
higtorical were g0 interwaven, o tightly lonit, that it s im-
Possible to separnte ona from Lhe other.

Tn the article on Grant Foreman which appeared in the
Autumn, 1953 [sie of the Chronicler of Okishoma, mention
vms made of hin many contributionn to tha Socily 48 f et
er of the Baard of Directors He would irsiat that sha share
this credit. Indesd, the Bourd of Directors. of (he Society, reco-

nizing het many eontributions, ninde her an honorary member at
ita ernual meeting on April 23, 1968,

Mre. Foreman's ides was followed in eetting up the WPA
project 1o index by tubject matter sll newepapers on fik in the
Soclety from the eatliest fues of lerritorial days throush 1836.
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She had recently completed seven years of ressarch for her
fist. book. Oklahoma Imgrints, 1635 1907, a hisory of pcinting
in Oldshoma before statehood. She did
in the Librory of Congrems and ofher cut-ofstate |1|:|rlnm, bt
a cansiderable portian of her wark fook Place i the callection
ot'the Piriorical Souwty, Her suggration for the index. Brosect
preserited o the Bourd of Dirvetars by Dr. Foreman, was adopted,
more (han one_million throe-by-five sublect-matter index
carda on il in the Newspaper Boom of the Socloty have been
ible for time-saving research.

She alsa conceived the idea for the Indian-Pionss: History
ji al.uma

near
old Ty rand from Fi. Sonith fo Ft, Greon, Garsim Eoreman
talked of the need. to prosorve remiriscences of plonesrs, bo u-
ver ol dioties, lstrs and manueccipa. ta locale family o e
terien #8 well as to mark distant traila and landmarka of

teryens. B suggaation renched fruftion theough the interess of
Dr. M. L Wardell of the University of Oklahonm, and Dr. E. B
Dale and other membern of the Board of Ditectors of the Histar-
jcal Society. When the project was completed, some minety
bound velumes, each with more than three hundred typewriten
pages, were placed with the University of Oklohoma and the
Historical Society. The late Kenneth Kaufman, long-time_edi-
tor of the literary page of The Sunday Okighoman, described the
<olikction a8 an outstanding contrintion of folkmay, the social
and economic history of pioneer Oklahoma.

rovognized Titerery

was dome in libraries of this country, and the archives amd
1ibraries in erim C{!y“dhsfldgd Paris, Br\llsels, snd Londan,

Tndions Abrocd, published during World War TT, wen alected
by the Office of War Information & one of the volumes to be
Placed in overaas libraries acocsoible to_our military forees. A
second printing of eighty thoumsand copien wes made for thia
Purpose.

Books and articles by Mrs. Foreman wete remmkably fac-
tual in content. and explored & subect in depth. Bometimes
Prolix ané uneven &n prasantation of tha subject matter — ewen
repetitious at times — she nevertheless presented an exhaustive
wudy, making thereby o valusble contribution on tha history of
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mon end events. A recent randem ssmpling of master's thess
pertaining to Oklahoma history on fils at our state's two neniar
miversities. revenled few that did nat list the Foromans in
bibliographics. Sevetal, obviously, were the slabomstion of faot-
notes appesring in their published works.

As recognilion ame to the Foramans, thelr home atiracted
out-al-siate scholars, natiomally-Knewn writers, aa well as studsnt
candidates for degrees in the tield of Southwastern histaty. They
were l:nh\llnsl,v gracious in eharing their Imowledge with those
whe sha it interests in researching facts on Ollahoma
Alter I.he death of her husiand, Mrs. Foreman sustained heteel!
with interest in resatch, She contributed more than twenty ar-
ticlea to the Chronicles during this period, was author of one
book and co-author of ancther, end arranged for the republi
tion af two of Dr. Fareman'a books.

She received the annuel pward in 1958 from the American

igniticantly o the unerstanding and develop-
story in the south central cegion of the United
Stales” She held memberzhip in the National Seciety of Magna
Charta Daroes, and reeognition for her writings brought member.
ship in the nalionally-recognized Pen and Brush Club and the
Eugene Ficld Club. She was inducted into the Oklshoma Hall
ot Fame November 16, 1834

Mrg. Foreman was an honorary member of the Mudkogee
Woien's Forum, an Oklahoma Federnted Woman's Club; Delta
pp- Gamma, Epsilon Chapter; and the Pilot Club of Musko-
In 1980 1 local honar she considered distinctive was be-
Bhnmd upon her end a long-time friend, Mra Frances Rosger
Brown, active 1n the sotablishment of the Five Tribes Museum
Muckoges. They were made menibers of the Da-Co- m Indian
Club, Muskogee, the only members of non-Indian linea

The Faremens loved books and periodicals, Bookshetves
lined the wells, overflowing into the hallway, and in the shudy
Were csbinets filled with the notes tranacribed from. nrdll"ul end

Last thirty-oix years of Mra. Forcman's Ufe, efficiently relieved
bt of th daily lodfum ammiciated with hors Fanagernent

Grant srd Carolyn Foreman had no children of their own.
but young ehildren never entered the home witheut being mpti-
vated by the pull and cuddly toys Mrs, Foremnan kept for_their
smugement. And, through the years, marely & week passed that
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yourg ledien of the community did not call upon her io chat
bout achoo] and college plans. They felt impelled to share their
{aneinating world with her, She was 8 source of encouragement
1o young men and women of Indian descent, a hesitage from an
essociation formed I Leritoria]l days with the Indian Rights
Aseociation and nurtured by intimate contact with Indiana and
their p

It wag only natural that the Fereman hame reflscted her
interest in travel and the unlﬂuie of other rations, Stabuary and
wood carvings, old brass, paintings end prints, weaviag, batik,
chinaware, and & fine bell lection sontrimales ta maling theirm
2 home of distinction. Mro. Foreman sppreciated art in many
forms, Nettie Wheeler, her friend through the Muskogee years,
recently commented on this: “Carolyn had seen and wtudied the
great art of the world and her opinion was important. And when
tha Hrat small paintings by Ametican Indians appeared, she
highly approved of this new form of expression. Sha understood
Oriental ort; she eaw the relationship, When Acee Blue Esgle
was still & young student at Barone, che purchased one of his
firsl paintings &nd proudly hung it in the study. Too, she helped
‘Willard Stone, the famous wood carver. Willard, whom Dr. Fore:
man dinwwrud wag @ protege of hers, I! way Carolyn who

persunded Tom Gilorease of Tulaa fo grant a schalarship to Wil
lnrd when he Mt began his carving. Thia scholarship lasted
bwo years and the magnificent Willard 8tone collection of wood
carvings in the Gilorease Museum s a rﬁull Htr Ill(erwl Jll
Tndian art conlinued, and evan in her nineties ehe
firat to recogniza the great talent of the young fulll:lood ]nd.lnl’k
Jerome Tiger. She purchased the painting, “Semincle,” ana of
his firat, and presented it to the Crrant Foreman Public Scheol,
Muskoges.”

Anyohe who sttmpts to mensure the stature of this gen-
eroum piited andl PUERTminded watman o do o betier than
vecall John Donne's undated words, “No man is an iland entire
of itsell® Our mighty nation. was still g vest wilderness more
than thres hundred years ago when that préstient Englishman
ot im e

the Chronicles, author of mix books, couther of anther, .Il e
lating ta the region and the people she loved, community worl
ur_'hollr, and always young in spirit, has edded statura to lll



