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JOHN STOLFA, SR.
‘From Tiatin, Mozavia in 1866 tn Ardmore, Oklshoma in 1966
By Florenze 5. Braun®

Tt wan only afset bis retirement 2 an Entreprener of amall
tanure of filty-scven yeare in Sau
uuumuuphsmuu 8r,, had time to take #ock of himeslf.

He came ﬂmmunh-ykum'l'll‘hn Moravia {Ceechoala-
wakia} in 1889, ltlhmwhmwnmahmmﬂmhondm
were feuding in Central Eurcpe and filling the mamses with
eonkusion. He sought en ascape from the ceonemic pressurea and
a mew way of life elaewhere.

John Stolfa, born Decomber 12, 1866 in the little town of
Tistin, Morevis, came from a long line of military carcer officars
mu\eMmm-ndAuam.nm Alfter cumpleting
in 1880, he decided to leamn a irede that would give him &
changs oF pace, and fimance & tip to America,

He aerved three year a9 an apprentice tailor in Prague,
Moravia. The next three vears he traveled a8 & journeyman into
Prudnik, Poland, and Graz and Vienna, Austria. In 1887 at tha
wge of twenty-one Stolfa wan drafted infa the Austrian army
urder Emperor Francis Joseph. Moravia at that time wea andar
Augirian rule.

geteral_restlotmnes preveiled on the continent.

further annexations, and Ruma won having its omm brand_of

These vndetlying forera heiped Stulfa shape bis destiny.
Wlthnxmglmﬁaufvurpmalwh-rdzd the Cerman 8.8. Eibe at

Nothing this gide of heaven wonld make him fur back.

As Stolfn touched Americen soil, he thanked heaven for this
Jeure ffilinent. Tt moant so much. He immedintoly booght 8
vailread tickst to Flatonis, Tenss 1o join a settlement of
menttymen there. Soon affer that e intended to look up [
o formet officar in ibe
peror now
i M-m-Bydnuhnnsblllhldwlyurwwmhﬂmhw
Pocket, but he had & qrowing reserve of eotrage. With new da-

*Forence 8, Rman of G04L Tuun Phre, Weshingun, . .
I'.rib\lln um nkelel of b ur Jebn Stalfs, who nlr&nhd blx Wﬂl.h
bietbday ‘ut irimre ol oo December 12 1048 Her nioy ln
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termination and numercus handouts, he survived his personal
crigls, “It wee rough geing,” he maid yeara later, “bul at that
time T very happy to gel & piecs of dry bread with & little

a
A fow weeks Inter, he left. far San Antanio, whera he hoped
to get & Zead on hia uncle’s whereabouts, The city lascinated
i It weas colorful and choertul—Mexioan acuerog with theiz
broadbrim eombreros and bright striped serapes, &nd the wes
cowboye with their ten-gallon hats and easy saunter. ey
beume sware of n new kind of freedom in San Antonio.

TRANSITONAL PruOD

By 1889 the Soutirwent waa atill in the throes of the tranal-
tional period following the Civil War. The price of farm com-
modities wes down, and many ex-soldiers drifted inlo town,
haping o find a more luctative living with sharter hours, But
they found nothing. Many of them turned ta utlawry, oaming
the plaina from Texss o Harass, robbing komke and traing,
rustling catite snd corumitting wanton murder.

Afier repecied interviows, Stolfa finally found employment
in a tailor shop. Then he went to nighl school o leamn the
Engliﬂ'h Janguage. He had not. been Jong in San Antonio whiti he
was & by three unemployed aailors locking for &
menl fithet, They soan persuaded bim to Iake » ip with them
16 Atstralia:

“There wasm't much I could do but join them, They cut-
numbered, oulsized end cut-talked me. We hopped freights o

Ten rwontha later Stolfa decided bo strike out on his own, He
sent \o Lampesas, Texss and opened his [t tailor shop,
cauipped with a Talor ewing pachine, hwo lons preming iroms,
a caal stove, cutting shears, tape menture and a shingle on his
doar.

In 1892 be married Johanna Lucas, 2 milliner and deughter
of & Texas pionest family. A severe drought atruck the aren early
that year, and <ontinued all tirough the following year. Creeks
and wells dried up and cattle by the thaumnds died on the
Texan plaina. Without further hm\fnhnn Stalfa Toaded his family
and equipment into & covered wagon and headed north towards
Tocian Terellory. As he rolled over the dusty country ha e
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counlered gome of (he bleaching buffalo bones left from tha
great slanghter in 1883, To his that was & tragedy and a blight
on the hislary of the Soulhwest.

Duorusos oF 1683

Stolfa ceme ta Ardmore, Indian Territory, early in Dacember
1883, and temporarily entablished his lamily in the leading hotel.
He ronveniently found space in 2 Toom on the ground floor for
4 tailorshop, and immediately bel up his equipmeat, Then three
weeks went by without & single custamer appasring. He became
diacouraged. Eliz Turds were runming losw, and his perseverance
was runming thin. Then one day o Methodisl minister walked in
and ordered a frock cuat ‘When he departed. Stolfa rushed out
t0 borrow the money to buy the materia] for the eoal. In two
weeks the coat was finished and delivered. Business picked up
after that.

Southern Indian Territory beeame the unwilling haven for
rumerous catile rustlers, The Texes Rangars conld ondy pursue
them as far norih as the Red River end the U.5. Marhal took
it from there. Stolia met o number ol fhese notorioua characters
in hin tailor shap when they came In 1o purchass fancy duds with
hard cash. They dubbed him the only while man in the teritory
h.uuae Tie could mind hia own business. He a. )

d respect for their harduore, Among custorners were
He Taiton Wovs, and reramants of Belle sm-r'u Feng. besides the
Younger brothers end Jesse Jamen banda.

One day at the requeat of the sherii, Stolfa made a black
death magk for a member of the Dalton gang. wha was hung Lhe
follewing day behind the joil in Ardmore. Hundreda of
from the countryside, in & holidsy mood, same with theit chil-
dren and lunch baskels to witnees the hanging.

CatTiz VENTURE

By 1836 the flow of cumrency wns tighl, Stolfa began to
trede merchandise for cattle, and accidentally found himeelf in
the cattle business. He leased some government land south of
wom end built too rench houses un it—one for his family ant
ane for his in-laws, and called the mprend the “Lazy § Ramch”
s herd of Texas cattle end

norih of town. He ereatéd & much compelition for Mr, West,
another deiryma, that the latter bad to by him out in self
defense. In the Hrangaction, Slola rectived 2 pieca of real estate
w2t of town on which he built a small house and moved i, He
had sld hia tailor shop sevetal yeara before, and now was be-

tween business ventures.
Shortly after this mave in 1902, Stolfa's wife, Johanna, wha
had been gulfering fram a lingering Diness, fock & tumn for the
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worse end died, leaving four amall children. Stolia was now in
debt for the second time since be came to Indian Tarritory.
Defoatiors gnawed at his very scul, and he hag no ope o turn
6. Suddenly, an agent from the Marshall Field Company of

limely and Stolfa acospted it.

Cotron Boon

“From 1862 to sbout 1908, Stolla recounts, “Ardmore,
Indian Territory, wae the largest inland cotton market in the
world, Wagona filled wilh 600-pound bales of ginned coltan lned
the ctreels af the city, ond brokers came from everywhare to
ample the stasles and buy aovording o their needs. Betwoen
20,000 end 50,000 bales of the cammodity trades hands duri
& seasan. Business moved at & fast cli

“Did you by inko cotlon at this lime™ he waa asked.

“Now 1 didn't have that kind of cash, bt T didn't miss the
excitemant.”

In 1906 Stolfs married Jossphine Wallrapp of St. Louis,
Missouri, en sctomplished musician and bookkeeper. In time she
became hia business ssistent. After returning from Europe in
1910, Stalla found cotion dryging the market, nd sw an op-
portunity far investment. “I investigated the situation,” he aaid.
“and then uilt twa 100-toot platforms an my batk acre. Catton.
in the telds was worth only be & pound. 1 offered the farmars
7e in cash and 16¢ in Lradc. The old barier syatem began to work,
and T quickly acquired 300 belen and stored them oh My tpen
Plattorms where they remained severnl years™”

““As Wosld War 1 expanded, there wes 3 demand for smoke-
Tess gun powder made from rotisn. The price of the commaodity
immediately arcse Lo 29¢ a pound, and Stolla dieposed of all 4
had In storage. The price continusd to soar lill it hit 40c and then
plungad Many investors holding cotton for higher prices plus

fees, loat heavily.

Blulrl Tiked bo experiment with types of business, He went
inta the grocery business from 1915 o 1918, at which Lime he

. Frsin
went up in 1920, but e TO21 tather Sepvestion T the smpery,

years later Biolfa went back into tha grocsry business
o US Highway 77 in Lhe soalmest part of s eity where hie
retasincd through the 1973 deprossion. He cotd out i 1954 when
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the NRA (Natioos! Reconstzaction Admicisiration) maved in
and limited his opeeations. That act became unconstitutional in
1995, but Stolla had alraady retived.

LaTEn Ygamn
John Siclfa had an adventurgus life, laced with positive

E X
century, he har emzrsed a9 . middle American, being neither
eatly Tor late.

While living trough eight depremiona 1673 to 1997, he
mearsd tuchoe childeer, T o languages, end mucroeded
at four different types of business without the bonelic of subsidy
ITcom o parnt company. Finally on May 21, 1963, at the age
of ninety-six, Stolla collected hin own Jife ingurance policy,
Yaving outlived the mortality tables

John Stall’w only claim to fame is ks langevity. He mys,
“God has hoetr good to ma and the years have been happy ones.”



