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ALEXIS PTERRE BEATTE

By Arthur Shoemaker®

Those: lnmdm:hsol‘l.lndﬂnlwwmleupdw

rran rivers, waa
only 1o traders and trappers. It won s0id to be the home of the
wild tribes of Plaina Indians.

The well-kniown Chatitesu family of Miseuri ard the enstern.

th
themselven renowned traders, opened the may for trading posls to
be establighed ot Gmand Saline, in the present Mayea County,
oo near Lasington, in Cleveland County, and another near the
sita of Fort Sill, Comanche County.

Oime of tha fimt perpona of nate (o heed the call of ndvenbire

and to ezplore Bie region was Washington [rving, the first Ametl-
ean writer to achieve renown, at home and abroad.

Trving began hin adventurs in the Autumn of 1832 in the
Company of companions and a detachment of T). 8. Rangers.!
Using Fort Gibson as & base, tha party beaded for what Lrving
called, “the Pawnee hunting-grounda”t After heading up the

beima City. Itmmh&ﬁcmpmmmmﬁn‘hﬂn
Norman area before making the swing back to the easl that
eventually brought the party back to Fort Gibeon

Trving publishod the story af theoe travels under the tile, A
Tour or The Proiries, It was in fhis smple namative of everyday
vocurrences that wa ware [irst introduced to Pierre Beatte. Trving

ol Shemaler in nu sctive meeibar <f bt Boted of ke Durre
Grumtr Hinerleud facety, who an bome In Huminy, Oklabomas.
Ha ln g well koomo weiter in kisbores {Gsiohons Todar, Toiay Tribeas,
7. of Obiaknaa], baxing cuthored the arilele on “Tbr Ratlle
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I Elomemmbtabe e wotule G Wor barl. i Brepect Omes Gounty
fosght 108 prars an {see The CAronice, Vel, XXXVILL il el

Rangern mentisned were among the firt U. 8. acldiers oo the.
Obiakom Trvotin. Thes Were B0 BOLFRE: DAt FoHamad che FmuEh of
e fronfersman.
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00 Ths Caronslen of Dbiakoma
5 not impressed with Bestts, reputatim nor qualifications
notwithstanding.

Tt prrseeted 1o me.
metame or lexaloc,
gl g el
avd rivsugts blit, Hia
fea wﬂl T e {hene ot Sapeon, Wt harprne)
U wie Weh todlan cheek bent
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dnvmhkhﬂnprw serving as guide, hunter and Shisprater.
s J. Latrobe, ihe Englith gentlemen who was one of

titled, TA2 Rambler in North America? In the main, ench cor-
robarates the story ae related by the other, though Mr. Latrobs
does not put forlh tha early criticiam of Beatte.

Bummwellhmmon ﬂumthwed.em Trontier for many

Acrordin rth-Dodga

Expaqundlm ho-umulﬂubmm

eoundil which wan held at the Wichita Village, un the North Fork

of Rad River, and spoke briefly on behall of the Osage delegation,
of which ha wus interpreter.

Both Irving and Latrobe described Beatts sa & balfhread
Indian, Latrobe even going e far es fo etate that Beatte's mother
wad & memirer of b Quageins tribwe, George Cadin, the paintar of
Indian scenes and portraite, keew him well and traveled w“h
him on the Dragoon Expedition. Enroute from Fort Gibson
St. Louis, Catlin visited with him at hia home, [n cnlin'-mmm
of that journey, he snade the following mention of this vigk o
Baate's homa:

“Dn mp way. I rlalted Roqua's vilinge and Indged duslng the nlght fa tby
bomliable Toiin of g okt friemd Bastte, of whom 1 have afien scakon,
Teretal

e

Jarenin, (o whom be Lairoducel ms sad with whom 1 men
Tor pletsiut ervalos In contersation, Taey are botb Princt, sad bare rotst
um Freater part o e \ves itk Toe e
e et ot Bt (Fictoer wes S Butter wad s 1ot

T e, Rombter in ¥orih A merica, MDLCCXXTI-MDOCCRRXIN by
Qhmrles J. Latrsbe (London, 1838

American fndime by Georee Catlln (Lears, Buuart & Ca.,
Phitnichphin, 1913}




Mdesis Pierrd Beatre ™

ver belore aor campalrn, 1R3Z, with whom Wasbington Trviny made his
CEcurew 1o the border of e Pav al whuet exttaordivary
clarseler and pomers Mr. Treing i ng arraual,
acecpelng anr srrgr which | ghink by perly fillen foto — that of

Tl b, Walf procd, Dratcn Mw-phinld vt Tol 1y me ot il oot
on the prairics wnd, when 1 coteeed e boemiabie cubin, b ald b e
iad o #04 e and alout Inetabt¥, tutinged : Tiaw 500 sbal) e, Momsieur
Catl re | shall o ruluce 7ou 10 o and
o s o ey b e ot 1 Freneh pepiel

In 1926, fha Flarlow Publshing Cusrpany of Ofdslotna City
published. a school edition or 4 Tour on The Praines’
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French people.

It ia from this mme seriea cf notes that we are able to learn

of the last years of Piorre Beatte. In 1926, there waa still living

only knewr

tanes over practically the mme ground that had been travaled by
Trving and his party, thirty years before.

M, Gmarmmdunlnmmmalhm]wmlmththemg
Onayea and the halfbreeds on the Nescho River near Omage
Mission, in soithern Kanas. Wilh the opening of their new
repervation in Indien Territory, the Ouages moved from Fanss
and Beatte want with them, mutn.mnncmmmmuu
from No-pa-wella crossing end village, where ba kept a stare
for a number of years, It i generally believed that he died
around 1830 at the age of eighty yearn He had taken an Oings
wunmdwhuMyrqardedhyu:eOnuwpla.wMunade

Beatt, or Alexo Beatt, his full name havin
Piere Beatle,

§ Thr Leaveownrth-Tidge expedllon of the First Nragomme bad some

natabln affiee. Brigadier-Geneml Henry Laavenmorih man In command, but

‘while o ibie trip. Colanel Hoary Doder wan
e
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L1 Tha Chronicles of Olladoma

Thus it b that bistory reng down the fins) curiain on a man
o bacmme o legenc in hia ron e, Ho Tud vl with
andblﬁundd men of letters, a famous artist ardl dis-

“Areuy oftoars, et be was & simple an of the plain,
Novarthelmm, he carned the reapect of all that knew him and it
s-wmmum.unmuhmmmnmlmm
Bemtte-ar Be-at is nearly fazgottan in Otaga hstory and dose nat
appear on tha Ouage rolls. 1t is hoped that more can be learned
Sbout Pierts Beatis 6 that his fina tosting place can be Tocated
end marked



