Fay First Federal Incasias of ihe Iadian Territury o

THE FIRAT FEDERAL INVASION
OF INDIAN TERRITCRY

By Gary N. Heath®

When the Civil Wer broke out in 1861, the Cenfederatm
wdm.hhnwdlpu-erm]munTmlmThelmulh
Opasthleyshals, and bis follawsrs were pushed
¥ the area in Decamber, 18611 The Conlederstes then bad
Wmﬁh\?luflndm'runhry
mal]:ﬂnnm{upm Hanazn were most anxions 0
m When William F. Dole, Commiasioner of Indien
foin, amrived t Fort Lesvenmarth, to give what aid he conld
W o rafugecs, bo asturcd them thet evary affort would be
MurmmﬂmhlheT!mhryatmeurhutpo-lbhdlm

‘The Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansss. on March -6, 1862, wan
\be mming point of the war for Indian Territory? The Con-
Jaderate foroes were defeated and from this point on the Fadersl
oot mas to grow while the Confedsrate pawer began to wone.

Commisinner Dale thovght that the Federel power in K-
w21 had inereased o such & point Chat  try At an invasion of
ian Torriory sould st lamt be mads. On March 19, 1862, he
recommendedd o Secretary of Intevior Caleb B. Smith that
% .. procure an order from the War Department detailing two
Bepmtlof\'dnnm rs from Kanms to go with the Indiana to

may be . alaa to fumish two d of erma
mition b be placed in the handa of he Loval >
The uffect of this lutter was less than. & Week

inatantanedish, Tn
a larce of two white regiments and
o thousand Indians, sppropriately srmed ¢

To erpedite matters and avaid wny difficultion that might
Lrie, 4 comi-confidential ugent, Judge Jamen Stade, wae sent by

L T Zthor, Garg . How o o former poadente sudent of
Trlker 1. Flchr, tury il War erm mperialing
! .'h.... State 1 e Mr. Heath
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. TAs War of the Rebolbion: A&
of ihe Dolon snd Cosfeerate drmica
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ao The Chranicter of Okizhomd

Ihslndnn Office in WIAhllIIIm,D C.(‘DGGHI.‘I’I]H
eck, Ce o th u e o .

Wit an oo
for the delivery 41 Fort Tovecomrarit o tha reqiiite o

e dedes of the Prlent on fle anulenton of o

of the Ioterlot and 1he Conmleslonsr of Indian Arlairs, that pou mey
detul] {wo regimenty 1o aet Io the Indian couniry. -m, T 10 ey

Soathern ffom

e
e B b e

il please Toro0s T neccsmmry MibsmERee

General Halleck disliked the ordor. He was opposed 4o
ing Ihe Indians and would not commit himsell as 5 when i
auxiliary force would be available. Halleck wan interasted at thy
mement i the supBretson of fayhawiers, snd vanied Teicy
neminge s commander of ndian. Expedition, Colanel
Rebert B. Mitchell, to pie Primet iy

Genersl Halleck al Jast put the srheols in motlon tal would
culminate in the Indian Expedition. On April 5, 1862, he ordered
Betcrul Tamca W, Denver to desigate the Fimt "Koesmn In-
fantry, the Tuellih end Toirtsenth Wikcorain Regimenis, he
Socnnd and Konses Cavalry and two atiorin of s
Farind qudi

Tt tock somo Hima to ecettulate end Inspect enough ams
for two thousand Indiams. By April 8, 1882, however, thest
arms were collected anel shipped 1o Superintendent of Tndian
Alfeira William G. Coffin in southern Kansss where they arrived
cight daye later. Coffin was sura that complications would are
&3 b0on an the distribution of the weapons wan begun. He beli
that all the Indians, whether they intendad to enlist or wrol, mould
try o chiain weapora.

General Semuel D, Sturgig on April 10, 18824

The raplacement of Danver by Sturgls in comman
Indian Brpedition wan the begizing of whot conterd
deaeribed a3 “Sturgis’ military despotiom.'? The polisy
Sturgls towerd the recruitment of Indisne for the "W;’Ie o
a3 unknown, His ideas were soon revealed and were hotliC
the whale project, Stargis issued an arder on April 25, 196%

d of the
s
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The Firet Foderal Furasion of the Ladian Terelury an

a summary stop to the enlistment of Indians for the ex-
Ung e and threatening the arrest of anyone disobeying the
b Superintendent Coftin, and Colatrel John Ritchic of the
lete Sccond Regiment Indian Mome Guards, protested
this wllD'n They wrote to Commissioner Dole for new in-
|!rucllm‘
While this intenel conflict was raging the Department of
was being reeslabliehed under crdera af My 2, 1862

,,m( duties on May &. On the day of his asmumption nlcmnmaxld.,

nt iasued the following order countermanding the Sturgis or-

d,, .,r April 25 “The instructions imsued by the Departmant of

Lo the Colonels of the two Indian regimenta ardared

w b raised w-u be carried out, and the regiments will be raised

with all p.ndble #peed.” With thia endorsement of tha plan 1o

e the two Indian regiments as guerrillas in the forthooming

expedition, orders were received to hurry the arganization and
departure of e regiments.'®

e seasen for Sherush of Eremating th troops a the sarist
el date. was. the.increasch activiien ol (e Sccomoais In
utborat Missoust This brought up the qum\mn ol what had
the Indian sllies of the Canlederacy been doing aince the Batle
o Fen Ridge? The Territory seemed to be undstonced and, in-

. This swas ame of Ihe main resona for the immedi-
ate J-u..m..., “of the invasion.

Alter the Battle of Pea Ridge, General Earl Van Do, the
Confederats commander, had ordered the sevessionist Indians to
retum fo their own countcy ko protect it. The Indisns were ta
hergzs the Federals by cumn. ff their supply Lraine, by hit and
760 raide on undefended Flacos, and i general annoy the enemy.
The Indians had followed these orders 1o the Istter. They ter-
17ized and desolated the border area during the late spring.

Colonel Douglas H. Cooper and Colonel Stand Walie and
Uheir men: were tha two most Bctive commands during thia time,
The Indians tock to the it and rum inctics with s s that
mwonel(;wper recommended, that they be employed as guer-

'u On April 21 the Confederate government lnlllunm!i u.a

& of partisan rangess, and on Mw 6 Colomel Cooper may

mmmendation for the use of hia Indiara in this p-c-rv“
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az The Chranicles of Dlahama

A small actian wea fought at Neoaho betwean Colane] y,
mcouts and the First Battalion of the Firgi Mismouri c.‘,_f;*’-
April 2%. Watie eouained at the site of the ddrmish unty %%
31 Watie's men fought in confunction with Colane] Joper o Mey
Toa at Necaho, whers they defeated a Union force undue 00
Tein, M. P of e Fouricerth. Moesnor, See, oo
Cavalry.”® On the morning of May 31, Colonel mcnm..,n e
uhtacked by Confederate forces. These foroas were 500 mu

the field of batds with & losa of cleven men, The Cen:aa,.m
loet one man and captured & number of tenta. Wagons, home
and other supplies. Adter this engsgement Watie maved thyeey:
Missouri into Indian Territary and sncamped on Conskin Prajiis.

Meanwhile, The Firat Regiment of the Indien Expedition hag
carapleiod itn anrollizent. This wh coiposd ol eight i
of Cresks and two companies of Sarminoles. The Secon
was nat aa hamageneous in moumpwuuna-menmmmu.
fame waa not an rdily compleced. The Brotpective commaree

of the Sagordl Regiment, Cotonal dobn Filchie, had s wu
i oy ane et same of the Gange Mation 1 Thoae Indiars wee
in & state of confusion dus to & lack of cooperation between
Superintendent Colfin and tha Necsho Tndian Agent Pater By
Thia situntion delayed Calonel itchie's return and the enrull.
ment of the Seoond Regiment.

The Indipn Expedition wes outfitted at Humbold!, Hanma.
The man slected to comamand Ji, Colone] William Weer, of the

take place af his home hese of Fort Scofl, Kanax. The amplies
ieued to o unlon Indians ware of decidadly inferior quilit.
In soine instances the weapona imued 1o the Tndians. would vot
fire and were completely uselew.1

The main partion af the while troops that were to comprist
the suxfliary forces for the Indian Expedition had been kept
busy chasing bushwhackes in the Cherotee Neutral Lands
sdjoining areas of Missourite Af the fime of Blunt's ssumpdiol
of command of fhe Department of Kanss, Colonel Frederick
Balomon, of the Minth Wisconsin Volunjeer Infantry sa2 i
charge of Fort Scott. Tha troope atationed at Fort Semlﬂsg"
his command were the eight campanies ot his own Nindh ]'
conain,  part of the Secand Ohios Cavalry under Colonel Chee®

1V Dffivial Records, Vel m mxe b SLF, 00z, 0%
14 Indian Atfaira, 1852, py
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The First #edecal Inrarion of ihe Indion Territory an

by, the Tt Knraua Sntonirs under Colon] Willia F.
D, s the Second u-w
Genersl Blunt gave the of the vpsdition. to
colonel Docbleday of the Fonsh Hamias, Duubinday made his
octrdingly. Hio comman consisted of mne regiment
l"‘;“,‘,;r,. 'and infantry and one battery of enillery.’s His Flun
o 3 for 4 rentezvous of hia command at the moulh of Shoal
where he would make his temporary headguarters Cn
e I exprdiian movid wulh to 06 repdicvous s Bl
e ever, bad a change of mind end decided to give tha commanc
e Indiar Expaition 1o Celonel Weer. Colonel Doubleday
ot be asined the command of the Second Brigade.

Doubloday was still en he conceived the
i3 that it would be oot 1a sach Eors Sl wiibou nfer
Yerenca, pravided that the attempt were made beforo the varjous
rmmmends of the Canledesate forcsa could unite fo resist the
sdvutez. Doubleday's scheme called for ouiting ot Watie. who
s believed to be encamped in the Comshin Praitie
condinly, or June 8, 1862 Daubleday with ome battery of o

1,000 men’ moved south from Spring River towarda
iver and Cowskin Prairie.

The expedition. seached the Grand Rive: sround sundown.
Watie wa “encorped three miles digtant *13 Doubloday jmute-
distely ordered the Firat Battalion of the Second Ohio Cavalry

crom the river, They wera followed by the artdlsry and the sup-
sorting infantry. At a distance of about 500 yerds the artillery
fired u few rounds ol emmunition into Watie's camp. Watia
Tunaked £ eacmpe under the caver of gerkmess, leaving behind
00 tn 800 hesd of orses and cattle which were captured by the
Federa) foroes, Had Doubleday been a3 successful s his report
B Ve indieated, b bt have vetained the command o the
lior. Ay it was, Wesr arrived at Fort Scott and
Doubledsy 1o make no further advances sovthward with.
ut the Indian regirents.
Although the Indian regiments had & selbsck and their trans-
woy inadequate, Weer was determined fo wlart fhe ox-
Pedhion south before Watie could be reinforzed by nnndur
General James 3, Rains. His plans came fo naught and by the
’“‘ddleonml.em back ot Leroy, Kanan He Tot Salorn
spn,,D“'“"’" at Baxter Springs, Kansas, on the west eide of
___s_mvm- with Salemon in command.
i, pe. AT12, and 7T,
Thoiare 4nd Morl T Welehe, Oado
Tesiin Wistarion]
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[t The Cheouiches of Dbiskoma

Weer mat bevoming impatient with the delny. He kney
be must get the Indisns away from the influence of u..,, q
pentive chiefs if the expedition was ko have any chance of o
cemt, By June 18 Weer had the Indiana ready to move ..,'.‘,“*
from the Humboldt The finel packing for the start of fye .
pedition.on June 21 vas cemletod. ¢ vaa ok long befors W
foree made its lint movement south .

dawn of June 28, 1862, saw the Indian  Etvetiton
maving south. The firat Federal imvasion of Indian Territary haq
begun. The first contingenta of the expedition meved lurwml
&t dnybmk At the head of the colurn whs the First Brigyde,

of two sections of The Indiana Battery, cne Butmm..
of the Bemd Ofin Vohutcer Tnfaniry, and nix companics of
the Ninth Wisconsin Volunisr Infsntry. One day later the
white _contingent of the Second Brigade and the unmounisd
Firat Indiun Brigude followed ©

The expedition followsd the military road acrota the Quapaw
Strip. They proceeded from the border to Hudsan's Crassing al
the Moot Fiver, and aweited the sapply trainn from Fort
Sontt, These moverenta wont smoothly and were undeteoted by
the Confederaten

Altcz 8 two day delay ot Hudion's Crossing the main body
of the expedition rrocaed the Neodho River a vd dovm
the et side. of tha Giand Rives o Corey's Ford shere 1
cromed to the sast encamped at Round Grove on
Cownkin

.21
d Indian Rzgarnmh under Co'l.om-l John Rilchie,
the mounted

The Bacoii
followed & day later by First Indian
ipe. B«:I'h Ritchie s:r:‘d

Reriment under Mu]cr Willinm A, Philli
Phillips wers ordeted to leave the military Toad end erom

east bank of the Spring River. They wers fhen to tum P
and araceed o acout, the country betweer tha Grand River and
the Missourl line.

The Confederates were will in the viclnity of Cowskiy

of
Pru- ., »6 they had been Watie'a return from the Batllé
rie, o nince Watie'a mi.mw?nd:}

fedetate War 'Departm

10 Fbid_ Yl
21 Abel, op. o
13 icid Rty Vel 13, 1803, pr. 38, 308,

\mm n. 41510, SUL 454, 441, 45500, 461
126,




The Firat Federal Lavorion of e Indien Territury s

On Junc: 23, General Albert Pike ordered Colanel Cacper be
lu‘,,‘“.,mccaunlry norih of the Canadian River and to assume
m,,...a of all the troopa in the ares, with the exception of
o ripes’s Sominole battalion. Three daye Iater on June 25, Hind-
P e wes uninformed of the prior appointment, ardered
e ol James 1. Clarkson to srmme command “of all forces
{jat are now or hercafter may be wilhin the limits of the Cheroker
Creek, and Seminole countrien™*21 Tt became Colonel Clarkeon's
e O bo the first Confederate farce to cppose the expediti

The Invaders Jully expected their advance to be apposed by
ol the power the Confederates could concentrate. They believed
Tt Rains, Cofley, and Watie were in the te vicinity
aaiting 1he opportunity o orike singly or in a united force.
The advence had ot beon contested and Weer knew Do ared
penind the Federal forca was clesr of Confederate troopa, thanks
o e vry able ooauting of the Indimns under Colanel Phillipe.
was &n unknown quantity. The posaibility of

et Conlderat sction wab coet Dresens.

Colonel Watie had been keeping a charp watch for the ad-
vaming Federsls. When he learned the location of the Union
Jares b planned to head off the advance guard of the Federals.
Using the Kuerrilla tacthes of rurprisa and hit and run, Watic was
s 1o hld up the Federsl advence guard at a skirmish of
Seavinass Creehi a1

In the meantitne, Weer had learned that Calone! Clatkson
4 encamped 2t Lacust Grove, Weer began 1o meke plana to
Clvgs Chaviom s s o possible, Weer went his baggage snd
mpply trains, part of 1ls artillery, the Second Ohlo Cavalry, and
the Ninth and Twelfth Regiments of Wisconsin Tnfantty, from
FRaund Grove b the west bank of the Grand River mu. orders
r then

Kn

Commlry to take his men and engage Stand Wi S Thia 4
taid was supposed to keep Walie Trom )oinm; Clarkson

2t Latngt Grove, whera the main engagement waa to taka place.

11-: shirmish at Locust Grove began ot dawn an July 3,
2y, Hoer wan auccessful in gurpriing Clarkwn. e had between
b and 300 men oith which £ sike an unknowm namber of
varderute traope. The suddennes of the sHack and e broken
s o the batBelid cousad the troops engaged to rely on their
‘ﬂdu'l elforls. The engagement wes short hutducinv: Colonel

iy N o, S0, andd Vol T
Himiien aftat, .
P T Brittan, Taw or on the Rorder, {NXew Tock: 0. P.

s B, Ly Vol . e 300




n Tha Chroniclas of Oklshome.

Clarkepc, wes completely defeatad. Clarksam last oney

en kifled amel one-hundred prisoners, and won himsell coppaed

Alang with the Brisoners, & 18T0¢ MRt Gf RIpRlics vy 3 "Nl
The nigrilimnpe of the skirmish et Lorust G

sk that the Federsle had cx phmdammhrwlﬂunf%

and their supplies, but thet the Confederatea had beer,

o outed men of Clalaan's be

» batallon fed omarta Tm
dinng fear m-] the Indiare there. Thig
bm.m Sbaut  disintegratian of the Confederate ailimces i

the Indips. ‘They became thoroughly frightened and_ soughy

went enli
ment in the Fedsral army by the ex-Confaderate Indiana fa.
Regi:

The Indian Erpadition had started out with = delinle pr-
e roparding e tatagetsect of Indan s

ipa, Acting
Assirtant Adjul hnt-umml 1o Colonel William R. JHM it

The eritans fsire of Ve Ounirmenanc |4 v penoes Ieuly misrcagry
i 1ot Lol wod retare e Lopar WOl Lhat are N an i e
bomes, Grest eare muat be obierved thal no uswsus! d
ness tie foleraied betwren Ludan nad Iodlse. e polier
purtdon of (eut taurt be @ wabjeot of auloud consdderation.
wlfl 0 o great degree be sbuped by aursell ln confunetion i
jo mettled poliey cau m¢ precent be marks
e !nll chare of loseatlgutlon, No mprit of private vingrance
taler

AMer thw skirmish at Locust Grove, Colone] Weer thought
that the imo bad come to atiempt to flll the fint pert b
program. Weer addressed a commumication to Row ala

I denire wo officis] loterries with yourscll, nn the r.mun o -

ersiee peogle. The ohieet wil be, g mg ek, eadearac o oMGD

bemutifol country, oow threntzapd itk tha Lnnm- af elrll
1 desles o lwl‘-ll- from you offclally If rome plin ludlﬂ‘g.‘w
AR paries saune be wiopted by hIch che antglthfut portiva ot e
7 o (nelueed Lo phw Gemselren, thelr lawiliem, nnd propHty
G breteetion of BF Crven,

18 Dtfisl fecord, ¥l U3, 1882, . 17

it oo, Yl 10, 1678 . 17, 480, 4634
i p. 450, Thilllpa to Juduon, June 24, T
018K, 7. 404 Weer o Ron, July 7, 1902




The Fival Federal Invation of the Fndian Territory ar

”m reply wan entirely unsatisfactory to Wear»!

bare o state thet & teaiy clinme, guder iin mcction
,,.m.rm .,l s s s ered doto om the mr
it Tl betucon (he Crmiengrate Biattn a2 1o Ghere:
s Tt -...l onlsbel befor 13t ot md Yo camiet It be w0 el
ww on the sibect to Imake it neersary Tor me 1o recuplolate the
circumnlaeny Godr mlch it waa dooe Thus the desto
T e beenme Sdemiical wiih that of (e Southers Confoderuer.

wimstnaces, eutertnin the mrooritlon

gour egmp, [ have therefars T

der_eainting
betmgan

Vesbal reports reached Wear that Rom was acting diplomat,
and waiting for the right time to change tides. Wear mferred
e hole matter to hia commanding efficer Py Blunt
e in the process of trying to hurry Wezrahmlun hin mimion.
of returning the Indians to their homes
Weer, aware of his open. position, began sending out re-
cmnaieance partien fo scout (he area. He st two detachmenta
am putl on July 14 The derschmsents

" Caplain Greena's farce wee

paleied to Tahloguah and Park Hill, Campbell advancing eoeh
oot 1N Into & considartble body of Confaderates sncamped at
Fort Davis Camphell tumed foward Fort Gibean where he
awaited a Junﬂ.lun with Weer.

meantime Coplain Greeno moved o hin assigned

Breg of T-Naqulh and Park Hill, Park Hill was the residence
of Chief Rog. When Greeno arrived all the leaders ol the Chero-

to arrest Roas and o relenne him an parole.
h Indien Expedition suetned 1o bo able to do nothing
verything they had a had gone off

ginning. began to
on proved to be mlurmounhhlg Meat of the white troops in-
valved were from (hio and Wisconsin, They were il-equipped
2 ot used {a {he atifling summer heat of Indian Tervitory. With
™Pplies runping low and the troope exhausted by the heat the
“epedition ground lo 4 halt al Fort Gibeon.
Colongl Weer had been warned by Geneml Blunt not ia
communication with Fort Scolt to such & paint that

34 48id, pp. 4BO-T, R to Weor, Tuly $. 19,



an Tha Chranicler of Giichoma

they would be eary to cut. Weer zealized the Jow condition
hu supplies and had meds 2 desparate effort to reach the
Salins River to replenish hia supply of aslt at 8 place s by gy
Confederates. In ihi effert he fmiled, He had alse knowy

1o obtain certain mdmnne supplies he would have o seng 1o
Fort Leavenworth, Kanses.

With eventa moving from bad o worse, Colonel Salomgr,
acted On July 18, 1862, Salemon commitied & cleat cose gy
mutiny when he arreated his corumanding officer, Colomel Weer. 1

nouncement to his amocistes:??

Sim: In milltary
Ll ety -.u-J it

wiell wp elvil wifalrm grent and viclent wroogs

o ot Th v bad aTree. o my o
sernteal. mman even

nlum ..u [mpl wna abon to Ml with ﬂuuMll( SrRRE e v nuw

romposiag the rommnad, Someane mist net, and that ot soee, o

Harailon prvtefrieion b o W

ace,

An zect In eommund tr Calned Weer, expre
[T i SN Al ot Pl iy
reating upon me.

bnre arested Colonel Wee amurardd comranad.
Tending o by F ol o, | pesd mt reorate shem e, firos
iu rsy that we are onefimdred and wisty miles from e wra
o i il thraick s ' ks, ol ..nn-.u w-m.mmim‘
“apen behting
cuing archen ...n-. kY it mu.m pi Ay
adey Jrel, g Colonel Wen e TSR
Sur TumiaLiag en wers Wnahle G oDt DUt btcid. Aibking xater, Our
reporis for disabilicy and vofiteew for duly were disr e & our oridd for

amdl namowzers Bia determinntion nt [ move from thiv poiol.
n onies lmard by Bt puling 10

rariy 1oa v have mo commusle
s o Wil hen rageie teston i mﬂ-
it of couries discatied ot 4

o f,a o
e been antoely Wikt epialies o mmr perf
n-nln.li e i = | mmd ewn ang o
e e T g e

"
1 il Tk b e 0 o, 1 by o o]
bave asvumed. 1 hwve aeted after earcful thoughe nod deliberstion

82 Jbid, pn, 1002, 72, 478, 4R
. S bavna, July 1, ML




The Firal Fereral furasion of the Indian Teeritory mn

 ponfideore far o few dupa, nad 1l] that man. can dv amd with & puen
e mod w tiews foith (bat W 4 rigbe, shall be done fue the nrmrvl!itm
Plmgehy

In his report of Colonel Weers erest Lo General Blunt,
omon medz the mame chargen as he otated in his announce
et to his agsociates.

Thin action by Selomon brought the Indisn Expedition to
o complete Ralt and prmpzwed thorough confusion throughout
u,g command. Salomon, n charge, docided Lo order & re-
m,‘ "and abenden the Trcians On July 19 the white troops bequn.
retrograde march to Hudean'a Croasing. Salomon, retreated

n Huﬂiﬂn s Croesing where he set up a commissary depa
The reasona he chose Hudson's Croxsing for bis permanent carp
ore: “The vicinily of Hudson'a Crosaing appears ca the mest
this country not only military view
the valleys of Soring River, Shonl Cwﬂi, Neasho,
and Grand River, but also as the only point in this coutlty oW
wheto an srmy could be sustained with a limited aupply of forage
snd subsistence, offering ample grazing prd good waler” Salo-
maon luft behind, to guard his retreal, the First and Sccond Regi-
ments of the Indian Home Guards, These 1raops were daployed
along the Grand and Yerdigris Rivers and the fards of the

mazs,

This ended the first Federal invasion of Indian Te'rrllm'y
The: expedition made rapid and practically unopposed pro
o G wtert, Thelr go0d forfune brought MiLiary viciories
weakening £rd in some instancen disinlegralion of Confadarste
alliances with the Indians. The inherent weakneaen of the ex-
ition, fhat hed been there from the first, finally began to
taks their toll of the invesion. They finally culminaled in Weer's
et and the assumption of the command by Solomon. Tha

mmm that begun with such high hopes then endad in com-



