az The Chranicles of Oklakomc

A HISTORY OF THE
SANDSTONE CREEK AREA
UP-STREAM FLOOD FREVENTION PROJECT

By Aruie Laarie Stecls®

The Sandstone Creek Watorthed Projeet pianecred fi
contro] programe in Oklahoma and in Ihe nation. A8 Rurt. of the
Urper Washita Contervation Distcit, it sel the pellem fofianed
in the ealire Washila River The Wachita in turm
mnl!d a8 a pallern far large river w-hzm'heda throughout the
world

In thin new approach to flocd contral and il canservation,
the Soil Conservation Service and 127 landowners in the Sand-
stane watersherd worked. oul plans to make the carth one vast
wonge, The famers plented deco-rooted grasscs that cansled
tainfall into natural undorground reservoirs. They changed ta
cantour plowing and crop rotation, and built 450 miles of tec-
zances. To hold back heavy zains that the aoil could nat soak
up, & network of small earthen €xms was built. The grend design
was to “trap the maindrops where they fell.”t

Until 1952 few walerways in the nation hee mare floods
mile for mile than Sandstane Creek~—an average of mine cich
vear. So much soil wae washing down from bleeding ewlies and
ereded hillsides that the creek was up hal @ foot a yesr.

Sandstone Creek, s trlbutary o the Washita River, rund

II the rolling Red Plains of westem Oklahoma. Mol of
fontied undet prairic eover, but some were f
ea 11

end alluvium arens. The watershed, consisti
ia 15 miles long and & miles wide. Construction work 5taﬂnd in
1950 and was largely completed in 1952. The Sandatone Creek

watershed lies mostly within a triangle formed by the towng of

spen
River, exmine u Helrml 10 AR Stanasone arva, o v aow 8 590%0!
counselar in Chis} )
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o The Chranicies of Oktahoma

Sayre, Elk City and Chesenne, and flows. in 8 northeaslorly
direction, enlering the Washita River about eight miles sagyp,
west gl Hummoal

. @ devp
penetrating netwarks of ten-foat rool systems of e stem and
Indian geass. This layer of natural growth and its humus seaked
up much of the rain, allowing the rest Lo flow into the streams,s

A large part of Roger Milla Counly was permanently seficd
lring Lhe yerm 1905 throwgh 1903, when ruml'ull was plentiful.
ught struck in 1910 and la ins. ble
the piaine eom 1914 ko 1900 excer for 5 4y spell m 1917151
When the chartctetistic downpoucs come, hills that kad been
tumned to_crops last, their precious top laver, Runoff down new
furrows. picked up rich humus end sail nutrients 85 it Fnde iis

way Lo the creeks and rivers.
4f the washita took on A brownilsh ector.
red and mz aprings begen to wavlr or go dry duliﬂ(
the summar. The river became known w3 thy “muddy Washitn
rlv!r tock on & raggod drexs of caving banks, sit-(lled
tam beds, nw.zm Thoody pecame a seclous prob-
fom Lo the Tarthérs aiong the i
Homesteading had requ uad farmers to plow ten acres of
every 160. Soon additional ncres were broken, and much of this
was poor land which should not have bean plowed.é By (ha
spring of 1931 plowa kad broken mast of the land in Lhe southem
plaing and several million marginal acres. Dust storms began in
1ho suluran of 1833 and blew for five years, Many fictds lost
Trem bwa ta swehve Inches of tapsail. Serme filds Lecinte mmd
dunes?
When the rains came, floods roared down the eraded canyon
away tons of topooil and burying fields under 3 Ieyer
of silt, Sendstone Creek sveraped nine floods a year with m
annuel damage of 360,000 In April 1834 a slorm Droduced eleven
inches of rainfall on the watershed and that of ne-xhbonnl
tributaties, cavsing the loza of 17 livea near Hammon.

VTS, Depariownt of Aglcaltuce, Soll Consryation Service ey
1652, "Where Flopds Hegin' The Sandatene Creek geners!
loraied n Rogir M. e iuam, CAATAF an WASTIV coumties
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Out of such ordesls came an awarchess of the need fat ae-
tiom and the decision by [armets and townspeople to seck technioal
sdvice and amistanee in looking for a solution to thair prablem.
Tn the early 1930’ 0 group of ltaders along the Washita River
fud realized the urgency for taking steps to reduce the flooding
of fectile land lying along Lhe river and ita tributarien. A &
terult, mainly of Lhe efforts of this group, Congress in 1938
authorized Lhe Depariment of Agricullure to survey the prablems
and needs of the ares.?

In 1944 Conaress nassed & flood control act authorizing the
Secrctary of Agricullure lo undertake work of improvement for
runalf and watarilow retardation and soil erosion prevention in
cleven watersheds in the United States, the Wazhita being ona
af thers, Sail Conservation Districts and the Soil Conservation
Service caneluded that the best way to develop a Hload prevention
program waa to consider problems and peeds of one entire creek
walershed. As a result, the Washila River wap divided into 64
subrwatersheds for planning purposes.'®

Sandstone Creek wes the firt walershed te be completed
uzing the camcep! of & coordinated program of land treatment
Bllﬂ u):w!!wm detention rescrvoire for flood control. Land m-
provement included terchoss, field diversions, tover cropRing,
strip eropping, conlour cultivation, eceding in netive ZH:HW
fencing of grassland, building fatm powds, ol range
manpgement. The mechanica! structures were Dnmlnly detention
raservoirs atd gully plugs. These plugs, which themselves wers
amall_reservoirs, slowed tha runall flow Draugh deep gullies

keep ing most. of 3L from piling up in
n ressrveirs. Evenluslly they began to fill them.
selves and started healing ever the guilieg !

The: suchess of nu, llrsl nrmd eontrol project on Sandstone
Cuuck proved to ddition o culting eodl
erosion and pnl:llﬂlly i g flood dsmage, many other
be e’ bean, and will continue, 1o be, realised: rrigation
d crape and gardens, a dependable aupply of water fot
liuulock increaged 1and valug, incressed praduction, apportunity
Tor the Gevelopment of recreptional greas, fishing ard wildlife
benelita, and many others. "This plan foz lhe Wahits mon
atleacted wide mupport. There was resl appeal to the
small bauds of farmers. fighting the scourge of floods wuh llulu
damu nd lerraces, aliscking trovble al its source . .
*ibai. p. 3.
vaM, B 10
L Ghtgs S, -Lille Darea Stcp Blg Floods™ Tho Farm, Vol
1 lllﬂl UAD, SCA.
BN DeWEnLul Amlzuluu! op. ¢t p- 1L
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The U. 8. Denartment of Agriculiure gives much of th
exedil for (he sucoess of this project to those peopla who csmed
the land. No technical program of such magmitude had beey
sllempted in the history of American agriculture. The Yeaderstiy,
of the program rested on local groups. Lacal ectien was Tequired
o tart any individual watershed development. Lecally Dlanncd,
canvassing and other Weans were Mquired Lo creaie & publy
understanding of the program and the neod fot it. Completing
the soil conservation practiecs wis the landowne's job, and
esemonts wers required for eonstruction ahtes, The success o
failure then depended on the poople who ownid the Tand

The outstarling conservation enthusinst, lay leader and
spokesman for the Sandstone Creck project in the Upsiream
Flood Prevention und Walershed Develaproent Program has besn
Mc. L. L. Males, banker of Chryenne in Rager Mills County,
Me. Males’ ardent suppart of soil conservation and good land use
rty years sgo. One whe Jnows him well, writes of
hi "His ¢lose ssseciation with the econamy of an agricultiml
community made hitn realize that the muddy flocdwaters of tho
Washita River was not just o ealaity that afiosted the few
who wers flooded, but thal the muddy waler was the 1ife blood
of the country and that such disistrous wasto was the life blood
of the couniry and thot such disabtrous waste was st dustroying
the wealth of his community."

When be became prosident of the Security Statc Bank of
Cheyenne, Mr. Males put the resources of the bank behind a
conservalion program. His bank bought terracing equipment.
encouraged fams t terrace their land, and loaned Lhem money
t do the job. Through the vears, Mr. Males has wriuen lebers
and talked ko groups of all kinds from coasl to ooast, telling the
Bandstone Creel slory of the first completed upsiceam water
shed in the world ond Jis offect on preventing flooding of lamn
land in OKlahoma. This has encouraged other watershed progtamt

I3 fBid. p. 12. IMrs. Andle L Steéle wlnes to ewmress genicful
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Barusone Créek Prol

P Clacence Fly, Litner Nunley, Witsur Pryad
of (ne Chickasha US.DA. rvation Sarvlos oftices: Win. -
s of the Slate B4, offlers. Odes Henson 01 ton, 55
and Mes L L. Malos of Cheyenne; Augud
Melery Meleall= of Roger Mills County, why gecompanled the PBiRE
[ul our of the UPDer Wi & Prolect. Ku Au;mﬂ.

Beeicalle and her son, Howard hnd mude ine (rip wany yoars ago %
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v the counley.» The following cacerpt i fram o lelter writen
by Mr. Maks for R. C. Longmire, President of lhe Washita
Flood Prevention Council:1s

Lc gmowe more diffleck ench dny Lo

n 1 fesy words {he reanomie
e hoten’t Tost
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izt e eSsok IWRSSEY 1OF (e WOl 0 by ISBEERE & 3507ed
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L. L. Males, Becretary

Hachite Fokot Frerenion Gauneil

In addition Io its proximity to the lamous Sandstone Creek
ijm. Choyenine in Roger Mills Counly is lhe center of a
region siceped in historical interest. This section of the elate for
many ages wis part of the background against which moved a
Vaat Daorarma of celorfil a1 Smmalic vt

Prehistoric peaple who lived in what is now Westcrn Okla-
homa, perhaps. 53 long ago 02,1000 o 15000 stars, hunted
Enimdln_now extinet, & caves or holes under rock
Tedpen, They pretably Sourntved out along streams, valleys and

where waler, b well a8 abundant game and wild plants,
were available 6

The Grest Plains made for gagy entry fzom the southwest
and from the north. For thousands of yenra Indian. triber moved

tagg |* e Weshia, Land Treolment and Floog Prevention,” ioc. oit,
© A, M. Glbson, “Prehisiary I OXahoma,” Chronfdes of M-
Koma, dxeing, 983, i
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acrass the aren n seasonal migrtions. Trsveling on foat and
taking with them their families, dogs, shetter, and such wesponn
and utensils s they possessed, many pliins Indians requlatly
followed the bison herds northward and southward as (hey
on pasturage of natural grasses. During the 16th and 17th oo
(uries, Spanish introduction of horses amang tribes in-
ereased (neir raobility and thue incrosted the frequency and
sxtent of fribal !

Spanish explorers in the sitteenth century, lalsr French-
Indian trappers and hunters, and s1il later, Ameticon explorers,
s, emigtants on the Callforia Road were all

gners
tespassing on their land, wantenly destroying game, building
Torls, oc farming settlementa in the Indian country. They rmided
the intruders, and the intruders struck back with ammies. From
1650 minar yprigings, wars, and treaties wete followed by move
disasirous wurs. Finally tha treaties of 1967 with the govern-
ment were drawn up, and the Indian chiefs agreed to live within
prescribed bounderiss. ! In 1889 President Grant set the Jocatian
af reservation boundaries for Lhe southern Chepenne and Arapaho
in Western Oklahora. 16

One impressive scene in this ares is that of the Antelope

Hills, thirly miles narthwest of the county seat. These hills sra

made up cf conspicuous srreqular peats that rise out of the

plains and were cnce & landmiark for the international boundery

the Uniled States and Mexico!! They were also a

Samiliar sight o dravelers along the California Road, fitst used in

the spring of 1848 by gold-seekers under a military esort eora-
sanded hy Captain KB Marey 1t

to M. Sent Ruth, “When white en fie ke

the Anlelnpe * e, e viciity s

Wem certain to be found in lorge numbé:st! Just northoest of

U Biuin €. oReynics, ORianoma, A History of the Sotmer Blaty
tormar: Univeraly of Olaoma Prews, 1084, gp. 16-17

un W, WomLs dna Edwin C. McRarmolds, Nisterical atias of
Oktahoma (Hormmn. Grivetals o8 Didihoess, Bridh. - o 4

1ot 13 Qlintc LaFacge, The Amerlodn 14ian (New Yorx: Clolden Preas,
X
o Ewin C. MeRaymolds, oF:

Tt Ruth, g, e, 7. 458,
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the Antelape Hilla an Little Robe Coack i3 the sile of a spectucular
« e baltle with Texas Rungecs under Col. John 5. Furd
in 1868 1+

Two milcs west of Cheyenne a granite markor conmemarmtes
the Battle of the Washita. Here in the winter of 1 o]
George A. Cusler lad his cavalty Tram Fore Supply to he
Rhver and_ D the g, el i Uhrae. ek of Cht Blasy
Keillew encamoment of Chesenice, A fiw days brlore, Black
Hetlle had vised Genersl m B. Hazn at Fort Cobb to
sak protcction for his tribe which hud ome et winbet o on
the Washite, On the mocning of November 27 a heavy snow
soveted the ground. ~Custer' Ioops swept inko i kiling
men, wamen, and he camp was virtually an
The Cheyenne's horces were gatherex up and shot. Thei il
ment and provisions were burmed £

Black Ketle Museum in Chevenne displays weapons, re
and printed matorialy which interpret. the historical significunce
of this event. Black Kettle Distriet of the Panhendls National
Grasslands wea also named for this Cheyenne Indisn chiel. A
tract of 30,82 nerea acquired by the U. S. Department of Agri-
rulture during the dus( bowl :I.ys wea later turned over te the

Foll, and Skipout Lake southeast of
Reydon, Both have [acilities far comping, swimming, boating, and
fiching, 5

Sattiers in (his wesiern couniry in the eacly 1890°s remenmber
hearing the dictant heat of Indian drums along the Washita
valley every pight thcoughout the summer months and into the
fall. At firsi they elt some unensiness, bui soon they realiaed
these Indians wer: not bostile nor vesentiul of the intrudors.”
There waz no danger of war, for Wovoka had commanded peact,
ond these dances were expressions of faith in their prophet
‘Wowoka, a te who hzd lived wilh a Mormon llrmly far oul
wesl, told of a vision in wl the Greal Father promised thal
the white man would i o vy, and buffalo would uknin come
back 1o the plains. Cheyennes and Arapshoes at this time were
1o longer hostile, but had been reluctant lo take up the ways of
the while man. They danced the Ghost Danee and xang thr
fogs with cver-rising hope. However, beliel in Ihe new religion

‘antelope Hill, [andmark la Travelers a Ceolury Aga”, The
Dnl{p akﬂwmn Aprl] 2, 193, b,
dohg, Cinbrs, “Custer P owsied Chssanoes 00 years Age.”

OneNoma By Tomss, Neembit 71, 108,
- Badletield [ L R ———
1935, pp. €

17 'I‘he Run In the Shart Gress” The Dol okighomar, April L6,
1861 pp. 4
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wms given up within a few years under greal disanpointmen),
afler Apiatan, A Kinwa, wis scht to investigole the mource o
the decirine and found it false.’"

With the apening of the Cheyenne.Atapabo Restrvation 1
while satilement, April 19, 1892, cme the landssekers to builg
their soddics, dugouls, and picket houses, Auzusta Metcalie ag
& litle girl G with her family o westom Olahoma from
Kansos, She now lives on a_ranch in the Weshita valley, nol far
from the. Antelope. Hills. Mem. Metaile i kmown ne ane o
Ohlahomes leading arlists and internationally kmwh 52 & poaie
of western e, T il ptmtings, watercolor, and i sbelches oh
has recorded this saga of (he men and women who came to
Roraes né. the. e of e Gheverne-Arapaho. R or i the
vears that follawod 1

Paris of this former Cheyenne- Arapaho land lay in the pafh
of the Creat Western Cattle Trail, where in 1877 an eatimated
201,159 head were pushed up the trail to ¥ Texay
drivers. "0 When the Eeservation wes thrown upen lu “setilement
by run on April 19, 1892, it was far from Tailroads ond con.
widered elmost too arid for agriculture. Hence cboul ZOJOWD
wxeres in the western hall of the reservation remained in use of
ranchmen for sevaral years.’! Todsy ranching is still a protitable
art of the agm:ull-nm industry of that countiy. Loeal interests
and petis reflect these influences mdudc the apnuel
rodes, shjcyment nl' the squara dance, the “Cowbelles” anmual
meeting in the home of Mra. Daisy Dunn, and the Old Settlen’
picnic at Crand.

of e Sandsione Crovk Peoect has drawn world-
wide ttsasion 13 Watirn. OHlsrent. Chesennes fesiaeris ors

acvustomed. o foreign visitos, and turbare no longer gel
secand look along main street, In the same weck groups came
from Indin and Indonesin. Visitors have included delegations
fram Gfty foreign nations and all fifty etates, United Nations
tours, groups of overseas farmors, bua Toads of bunkers, farmers.
and cﬂunly agents.)?

1 Murlel 3. Wright, 4 n-u: io the Iudian Trides of oﬂ-w\‘
‘"““"n": i FareL by Lh o e o Temtiar, e Biory
arteL i€ 1a rriiory.
€. Metealf,” The Chronicles of Oklatoms, Yol XICXTI] ma';'
v gohn W, Morrls and Bdwin. G, mknmold.r. lorieat el

pou ! siaie
Edwin €, McRcynolds, Okla. m., A Mlslllv' a[ m soonrr
iy 58 Oahonia 8542,

Grove, "Sandione Gmei " miavciionai Example.” 048
nems Todav, Aulumn 1964, D B



