an The Chremicles of Okfahoma

NELSON FRANKLIN CARR
By Hurold R. Farrar *

Welaon, Frankkn Carr, “Fioncr of the Big Caney. was thy
first whit man 1o beeome 4 yeamanent resident of this argy,
Washingior, Cottaty, OWlaoms. e s bor Septermber 5. 185
¢ Wilkon, Saratoga County, New York and died November 4.
1925 ul his home in Bartlesville. Hia father was William Honry
Car who was born in 1818 in New York state and died thore yy
Seplermber 14, 1846, His mother was Sarzh Mabel Clancy who
v bom i Yermont in 1819 and died in 1908 1o Cliforia
at the home of her daughter. m Henry and Sarah Mabel
Clangy Carr were the parents. nl u\m children whe lived ta
Fabority, two Saughiors and & 5on, the 2n bong the sunjes
al this sketch,

Nelpon conld remember very liltle concerning his father an
he died when Nelsan was but frur yeare o1d. AL the teader age
o mine, young Nelson was beginning to take on
tich of "the man of the lamily,” which consisted of his
two sistars Anna end Jennie, and himsell. At the age of fifleen
be was the main eupnort of the famly—something = oy that
Pt Y g i

“The_fatherlesy family docided o seck their forfune farther
west and in Aprl of 1859 started oa the long journey
ended near Fort Scott, Kansos aMer four months of travdd.
They cmme by mil b far as Pleasant Hill. Missour, which wsa
then tha terminue of the Pacific Railroad, trawtled

ex team in order to conlinue their journey. They proccedrd in
B southwest direction unlil arriving at @ location (hae mile
nerth end two miles eagt of Forl Scott. Kansas, on August T
1859, and here they dacided to setfle | They were on land whid
was open for homealead and Nel I.wn n.nd bis mother each fifed
clnim on ene hundred and ixty zo: patents were filed
o thess prepertiea on January 15. 1 o ke mane n fo
three hundred and twenty acre farm on which to atart life ane¥

*Rorald R Frer & nalve of Kensas has been a realarnl o
Oninoms mings 195 He Uves in Rorvlesville shere e b €anyed
wy the Philllps Potuoleum Coupany. Mr. Furst b an arAlve mamber
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Netson Franitin Cars a5

o what was the “wild weat” to this eastern family. TU was on
ihis faom that Nelson was reared and attended what litlle
Heoling was available in the area,

Nelson enlisied for Civil War service at Fort Scott, Kanaas,
<n July Z1. 1861, and was assigned to Company “B", Gth Regi-
foémts Kameas [nfantey, Moluneers. Thin unit, in March of 1862,

e valry under the cammand. of Colonel

r &, Judson and Nelaon merved, as a private, commandery
in on honorable Fashion undi his discharge on March 6, 1862
at Drywood, Missouri. A deseription of him at the bime of his on-
listaent 16 08 follows; five feet ton and coe half inches tll,
\ight tomplexion, gray cyes, brown haic and his ocoupation was
isted a5 8 farmer, He setved only a short period of time because
be contracted “inlermitlent fever.” thie we know l! malaris. He
ant treoted for this silment on two cocaions during hia en-
listment, one period of iliness Iung for eight days, the other
losting for fourteen days. He gontinoed to swiler from this ail-
ment efter his dischargs end on May 29, 1911 he waa admitted
10 the Battls Mountain Sanitarium at Hol Springs, South Daketg,
far Torther treatment, 2

Upon, his return bome fram war servics Nelian could see
thet in order to besme o avecemaful man would have ta
further his education and with this Lhm.lght in mind returned
to bia Tarmer home in New York and stiended schosl for a
period of i wonths. Returing lo Fort Scott ho accepted em-
loyment 25 8 Yook kesps and
¥ capacity for four years Duri

5 money snd he and hia brother-in law, Henry C.
Bridgeman, went tn what is now Oswego, Kanaas, in March of
1866 and purchaaed the Ieading post at that lacation. * The
ilding which housed their amall store was a crude log atfaic
ith 2 dirt floor and no windows, Nelion thought their customers
drseived something better so ho decided 1o inatall &
flour in the buiding. He burncyed to Humbolal Kenson where
the mmtorials were available, and purchased the noctssary baards
ﬂnd nails with whu-.h 1o put in tha !Iwr Hl: wnmmd 2 crude
lnnded his l'l\:rnrln: upon it and 1 down tie Noosho
mid-flemoon. After dn!tml iy "nigiat he awoke the
Text mmmg, elanced arcund im ar could stll s the amell
he heg left the day before. *“That was 8 mighty craoked
¥ e ater commented.
—_

Eeryje, T Berviots Adminsranon, Natianal Archives ana Records
Ict, Weshinglon, D.G, Civil War Penalon. Fevard of Nelsan B. Carr.

¥, 155 TO¥I8 A. O'Connell, Cawtgo Destoerat, Orwego, Eansas, March
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The Osage Indians were located in the southenstern
Hannag at this lime and much lrading was carried on wm. m,
a5 well a8 Indians of other tribes and the few White settlers g
the arca, Later he Carr &nd Bridgenian partnorship consiructoy
s L.rw building for thelr stace and it was finished an Jaly 3,

BGE. An the next day Wae an importanl ane a big celcbrutio,
wse held which included u picnic, open house and 8 danee fog
the area residents It was in this alore, on .Iuly 18, 1566, 4
name was diawn from a box neming the town Oswego, i pra.
viously having been called Little Town.> A pesiollice wes sigh.
lished. ul thia location and on Oclober 4, 1866, Mr. Carr way
uppainted the first postmaster by Postmaster General Alexander
W. Randall. 4 As the salacy of this ollics was determined by the
receipla it was not a well paying job, ususlly smounting ta about
wire dollar per month. Melson cerved in this capacity for almast
u year.

The Oowego treding post and poat office was the gathering
Place of the communlty and Nelson becams acquainted with
most of the tesidents of the area a3 Fhey alt tmded at this store,
Ome of thoir custamens was Hilliard Rogers and Nelwon had grest
admiration for this men aa he wes a prominent man in the irital
ulfairs of the Cherokees and had erved ss inlerpretor in the

inle Wars, in Florids, under Generals Scotl and Tavier.

r. Rogers was one fourth Cherokee and lived in the Timber
qu Erea south of Oswego in Indian Territary. Nelsan had hesrd
meny glowing reporls concerning the beautiful end tafented
duughter of the Rogers family, Sarab Ann, He decided he should
look inle this matter and on hia twenly.sccond birthday, Sep
tember 2, 1986, he maddled hin favorite pouy and tads down 1o
Thmber T for a wiske with hie {riend M. Ropors. He dis-

Miza Rogers to be even more beautlful and charming
Bon he had hoped for ami if the young man had ever enter:
tained thoughtz ol a bachelor theee thoughts were sodn
forgotien. Aller & courlabip of nearly a ear ey were rarri
on August 25, 1967 in the Timber Hill atea by the Rcwmv’
Dovid Standlield, minister of the Mathodist Epleconal
at Kanses,

The Delaware Tndians purchased, in 1667, land in ﬂﬂ
Cherckes Nation and were preparing lo move ta their new Home,
Tand from Kansan. This land now comprises the gmw ml:’
Washingion County, Oklshome, Plans were plso being discu
concerning the removal of the Oage Tribe to what is now GsF
County, Oklaboma fromn southesstern Kansan, Nelson could 5%

1 In.
4 Eahasd Stats Historical Soclely. Topces. nera, O

T Ravier, Ambtant Librszlan to wrler leter Site: Desmbns 3.
i Services Adminisiretion: el fecnives ond 2500,

Bervdct Wathingion, TG Dol e Pession Reso 1o F.
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st there was & noed for a Vrading post in this newly Inhabited
_w, He disoussed his plan for thio new location with his bride.
ft was decided they should eatablish this new slore and they
1o the Delaware Dialrict. On September 5, 1867, (hey made
preny ll a location one and one hall miles fiorth and one mite
M of the present site of Bartleaville.* This was near the ford
heee the Black Dog Truil cromed the Big Caney and here a
e log building was constructed which served a3 siore und
tiwing quarles for them. Thiz waz the first trading post in this
region. Nelsan acld his one hall interest in the Oswoga swore on
Sepieniber 20, 1867, which enabled him to devole full lime Lo bis
et bumnas localion. As it was crowded in the ane room log
csbin with the store_and. living quarlers localed i the small
eron and sleeping facilitics n the attie, it wan not long untit a
Jarger log building was constructed for their home. This Nelson
Gid with the help of his fatherin-law, Hn]llerd Hngen whe
with Mr3. Rogers and their young son & Rogers
had moved fo this ity from Tlmbtr HIII Thlu new home
was much nicer thln the first. TL was Jarger, It had a wooden
Roor and the walls contained windows of glass. When this home
vas outgrown, & five toom fame house was built northesst of
the first lug hondsen, In 1861 a fine eighl room heme waa built
which slands, and ia owned and ocrupied by Mz and Mm,
Russell Km; weet of Dewey,
uainess was good al the now trading post and many hides
and fum were traded for which mcanl having to freighl goods
o und from Fott Leavenworth, Kansas, These trips sometimes
otk s long s eight daya and many limes wera mads
very trying ciroumnstances. On ane occsion Neloon s cght

Wurd, gnd her baby brother, Willigm. Leaving Mrs Carr in
charge of the trading post was mot the ideal situation so Mr.
Auslin T. Dickerman wag hiced, and cnme dowm from Cswego
"9 Tun the siore In the abaence of the cwmer,

i Thuring the sbsence of Mr. Carr. in May of 1966, on one of
s ll!i;hling s to Kanesn, o bard of “wld” i inveded
af

J the Delawares, They discoversd the emall son of
Sutn a rrimd mi neighber of the Carrs, herding ponies
& Buller Creok and murdered him. A3 fhe invaders ware leav-

g’:!hz Beene nf the erime they were discovered by a band of
Py Tra.and wee chated out o the country. Tne Ouagea retumed,

n from thelt recent vietory, end clopped by Carr's
Tor. oo nompdl  Jnok and destry the el sstsbahmant
' "-r Froteats of M:, Dickerman. When a claims court was

'aummm: Eaaiminer, Maven 18, 141
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esul:luhed Ihnr(y Uhes yeare hm., Mz, Cart filed eni

nd recovercd hi * This_looting qum
emmd hnm ..m. 10 re-open hlu nlnm He turried o othet achjy;,
ties which included cutting and marksting Limber,

Mr. Carr had secn the bountiful cropa of com which i,
local Indians were abls & raise although they sometimes did ngy
devole much time ta the praver mathode of raiving such 4 crop,
He believed that with pl!n\y of care and hard work that by
could improve an their production. In 1889, he purchesed & bushe)
of the finest seed com he could find, paying $2.50 for iL snd
bacame the first man to raise corn am a large acale in this sres,
He now had contral of a large amount af land bul ws in the
reed far more 8o purchased the tights ta the famm of his nejgh.
bor, Jim Srake. This gave him one thousand two hundred scres
‘with sight hundred of it in tultivation. The enacmous yield fom
hie ane bushel of seed com soon had him thinking of a new
venture, a grist mill which would enable him to convert his crop
into 8 more ueeful product—corn meal. He located a leng mween.
ing bend in the Big Caney and in 1B70 by digging only a short
distance, he had a mill race with a drep of eight feet in the
water level which fumnished plenty of power to furn the stone
burs be kad shipped in from Mow York. The site of thi m:ll

ie who lives near the old mill sile. Thos, the
Cahay wera hareassd for the first Lime and
tha first industry in this i
ucta of thie mill were hauled to Oswego and sold for S2.00 pec
hundred pounds. The mill was scld, on Merch 20, 1675, la Jacch
Bartles for the mum of 31,000 and hea been known ad Barile
Mill ginee that time. 10

Mr. Carr then devoted all his time to fatming and catlle
raising, and one year harvested three thousind two hundred
bushels of comn with a yleld everage of forty bushels to the scrt-
He bad, al ane time, three thousand bushels of wheat in storfe
st Colfeyville waiting for & higher price. In one transection ™
agreed fo s¢ll i ame F. Monigomery, on Sepiember 23, 168
o thousand buihela of corm for [(feat centa 8 bushel, 1 Al e
eight of hie Iyming cxreer he had five (housind acres undey
ferce: and o thoutand acres in cultlvation. He alao hnd s2vert)
thoaman] hene of Gailc o one thouand herd of horaes, many
them Morgens und Stecldus!, He controlled grazing land o
the Big Caney to the Verdigris River

Manlly B, Dpdlke of Musitoges, Oklahoma, n Wise Weal A0
sine, Aped 1 Wi,
10 Bartlervlle, Ezaminer, March 1, 1947,
11 7M.
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Mr. Carr, seeing the need for educationsl facilities in the
growing community, reeslied the dlll‘vcull time he had umn; an
Saucation. Fle constructed and outfitted at his swn expense, a
sanall building south of his bome tn be used as & achool in 1974,
}e employed Miss Belty Smith to come dewn from Kanas to

each (his”schoal, The fimt term aw eighleen pupils attending
Hamea here, the first achool in the region, |

A resident of the pountry west of what in now Dewey, Dr.

James T Pyle, was altacked on the night of May 2, 1885, and
feverely injured by on amailont uoing an sxe lor @ wenpon.
‘Aller six days the victim 6icd from the injurics. A Negro, John
Stephens, ws auspected s being the erson who had com-

i
Fim an turned him over ko the proper suthorities in order that
he be brought o trial. The trisl waa held in Judge Tsase Parkm
Ceurt, Forl. Smith, Arkangas, he was convicted and henged fo:

murdering Dr. Pyle. Trudmll doan the suspect was accom-
plished in Lhis maner: The suspect wan withoul shoes at the
tire and had wrapped ma Teatin alcis of green blanket material
and had lost one of these atrips at the soene of the erime, When
<aptured he atill had some of These strips in one of his pockets
and from this evidence Mr. Carr Jmew he had cptured the right
man, Mr. Carr had been appointed & member of the United
States. Seeret Service in 1879, and nowe of hin family knew of
thin aprointment until after hiz death in 1925 when they die-
eovered the decument while going threugh his personal papors, 14

After the discovery of ail at Bartletvilla, Mr. Carr 60ld hia
sast farming and catfle rairing empire in 1905, and devoted his
lime Lo the development of i oil holdings. He Jeaced nineteen
tracts of cighty acres cach to the Caney Valley Oil and Ges
E?ttipnny. Over ome hundred producing welle were drilled an
i land,

Having apent ferty years at, or near, the gite of the tding
Past where Lheir eight children ware bom and seven res
#dulthood, the Carra purchased from their son-in-lew, William
Heelor, an Oriober 28, 1967, a comforiable hame at 311 South
C'uk Avenue in Barllesville and temoved from the farm. 1> They

Puichased.fom bz M. T. Kirk, an Decumber 3, 1513
home ot 301 South Creek Avenue and there apert
—_—

12 Bartervaze Examiner, Marcn 15, 1947,
17 Glann Bhirley, Lair Feot of Fort Smith, Appendis pp. 321, 322
, g8 Jhne “Jennte” Carr Johouon i Surtlemdle szamineT, Mezch

i Mhnuu- R, Cousty Gl 424 Reguter of Deees orfce,
Washloyton Gouly Cot Hovs: . Oviahomn.
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maining years sutrounded by their children and grandchildren, 10
Mr. Carr wag n member of the Baptist Church, the Grand Ary
of the Republic and of the Masomie Lodge. 17

Mr. Carr was & very resiving rin who cctomplished. thing,
in a quiet way, Mre. Nelson J. Carr. wife of [he namesice
grandson of Mr. Carr, has this to say aboul him, “Grandpa Capr
wat @ quiet ursaeuming Englahman vho wanted no publicky
received none. ‘Thia is the way he wanted it” Allhou!h ),,
e fmiiiys education, he waz far visioned and a v
man He had o wondestol tisposition sn wes well e Tyah
who knew him, He fved by the Ten, Commandments, end hon
T e 8 wuglity o aneq 1o ) gl the oot ot [
Jamily, He wos & man of deep faith and because of this he way
able 1o understand weakneuses in other people. he was Dever
critical
Mr. Care wos placed on the Chorokes rolls and ullotied
land (rough his marriege Lo a Chorokee, Hore is his explanation,
“1 wap marvied to the same woman the secind time in February
ict Judge of Delawere District, Chamloee

ke me a Cherckee n and ia on
record in the Chiefs tifice Talsquah [ric] Okla, er i Do
Gommiasion ulrce Muslwm Qla. My wife was of 1/ Cherokee
blood and 5 before 1875 geve me the same Chorokee
zights a3 e Chtmhee tndian. Dated March 11, 1915. [3igudl
Nelsor F. Carr.

The name of Mr. Carr is slmoat forgotten now. It can be
found anly in old recards, on hia crypt in White Rose Mausoleum,
3 of the relatives and the few old timera et wha re-

Appendls
Cherokes Pinal Bell, ages ealculated Lo January 1, 102!
Barah A, Garr, 53 yoars, 1-8 Cherokes, Roll #1014, Cansus Gard
e,

Cherokee Rell-by Lotermarsiage;

e,

17 Charlcs. §, MuGHntes, Grifd S&Tetary, The Grand Ledge OF
AT irad ARE, Tomsea, Eanses, Iober 43 the wrtes deted BectRbeT
1, 1984,

14 Page 0, Book 5, Marriage Resord of Delawere Disirict, G
x.um mmn nnnarm Cartlfled copy furnished o ml-hnr w Buresd

Tmdtn Musxoged, Ckishoms, Certlring ofl LeRcF

1+ Oenecal Bervices Adminlstration. Watioman Asehives ardl R
ordy Bervier, Washinglon, ntL Civil wu Penalen Rernrd of Nel’“f\ i
Carr. Sea Appéidic far the mnrenm\a.c-nrl"
i, ATETUR Toatan Orites, M sncegor
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Melson P. Carr, 58 years, Roll #99, Cennun Card #4308

The Nelson, P, Garr famlly ean traca fta descant. from the beathess,
fcbers and Caleb Carv, who came to Ametica In 1635 on the Blsabetn
Fd Ann wnd neltied (o Rhode Lalxnd 2

William sid Sarkh Loulsa “Luls” Corr Ratlér were the parents
of WISD Wayne, wr W W, eeler who e bom atier the zoll

Eeveutive Commlties of Philllps Patrakwum Company, Bertlesvile
Nelann F. anid Sarsh A, Hogars Chir wére e parenls of elght childna:

1. Bdwhid RagiTy b AUE. 30, 1008 . Apsll 1%, 1
£ 1da Jame, “Jenrde” b Dee 31 1888 m John K. Jehnsan
Roll #1007
3 Oicle Maud b Nov. 4, 111 In. Malthem Elam
4 Willam. Antiu . Dee. &, 1073
Rall 10408
4 Frenk Marvin . May W, 1T
Roll #1028

@ Baruh Loulsa, "Zuly® b Rov. 29, 1820
Rl ya09ds

7. Josle Way b, Dec. 2, 1684
RaUl #1165

8. Beulah Mabel b, July 13, 16 m. Bandiond Cleve
Roll #1004 Brady

0 AHbur A. Cavr, The Car Family (TIoRderops, Wew York, 1HT.



