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THE WRITINGS OF HENRY ROMAN NOSE
By Heren Danfele Petargon
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Tha Writinge of Henry Roman Nove a©

against whom no charges ware made. One of the eightsen
was Roman Nose  Although the published roster laots
him as & ringleader, the earlier, more candid re]mrt of
his agent says: “Roman Nose—No apecial charge.”

How dId Roman Nose come to write Yater, “H is not
bad we stayed in prisam there? The aroused sympathy
of white men and women, u‘ it did not make these lanely
displaced persons entirely happy, at least sped the time
with a varicty of new expariences, Foremast among
theas humanitarians was the offiter in command of the
prisoners, Cepiain Richard H. Pratt. He quickly cut
thm shsckles topk them on outings, and issued them

o town unattended. Residents invited
lhem to the)r homes and glvﬁ them work. Eestern Indian
aympathizers winte m St Augustine focked to the
fort end lionized the "P‘londa Boys.” Loeal women vol-
unteered to staff a sehool, and Roman Nose recaived the
aquivalent of a third or grade aducation. The eratwhile
warriors plainly enjoyed nelng the newfound okill of
writing to communicate his experiences end feelings. His
hurrlliveu, written in the East, are remarkable for sho
ing camp life, the prison years, 8 and the Eastern s
baard from the Indian point of vi

When I was ten sears old in mim Teeritory, T commanced to
kﬂ] buifale t-lv:l. ahooling Lhem with bew and srrows, and when |

up ‘about folrieen years oid, T bad kil big Duffals good cieny.

duy thag time 1 killed wbawt spven buftloes, At or oMl
mm n Indien Terriia ry 1 would go oul and search for h.rd-. and
whan 1 had found shem 1 ! um them with bow and arrows, 1 had to
hill many of them. lite! il
vry mith and 1 had to catch & grew. many he twrtla

ywneen, | was aich wnd I couls good slcep

every day [ anxious to #o back homa o [ndien cump,

[ will now endeaver (o tell you of my experisnces and iravels
Srom the time 1 wea tahen to Floda up 16 the present d

oUN wintar time it {3 not

R there. ] Dﬂf&l Jurlgs by Floride

[ rocd trlondn

75 F, Buird, Calalogue o
Nutiond) Miuorn, Vob $o 1476, tn Senithsorian mmu.nm it
Hons, Vol 18 1880, p. 207; Agent John D Milea to Commissioner
St ApHD 39, 1476 in Nestons] Archiven. Record Groum 79, Bureve
of Indhn Affeire (herelnafter cited ns N.

C. Roman Nose. An Indian ana Camp Life, Sehoar Mews,
Clﬂld! ”A No. 1, “June 1B80, p. 1. His writings are pre-
sented intast mt for' dividing run on sentences, st 4 b
Indleated altherwine.
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The Writinga of Haury floman Nose a1

wdngss, Bot Cagr. R EL Pats holpod uo o support cur and hos
v tock 1w amay from oll doess wnd bad hia ad sinoT,
i peonerly and he is saxious to make
Gll oY RIS dhc tmught

i of the shites. W promive 0
Clell}]Pr-l!mw)nlh Id. They stayed in pr re

e 2ad ne aehes] herétolore], but Capt. Poatt b

i rom we underatand Ly rtep, e A no
ol Gnything. 18 1 not bad we smbed i prisah threr

Fan phow 1o W o
Indian mar. do right ) g\lld!
them all abaut th Waya

o
fubing ther coughs rary large ste fihea Sometimen we
sailkwal beyand St Augustine about elghleen or twenty mi
hunt and b and vl in the ooeun. Wo lined In tonts Ilkg nuldinn‘
we made bows and arrown and we werc secking for a3
cenn beach and we obtalned kita of them and m;m tlun o Fort
Marian end we polished Them and nfter neces: d
them and bowe and arsoma alsa, and we drew In A pmum For'the
people wha visited Fort. Harl

They beoght wes. beans bows wnd srrowa wnd pictures. Ind:
2va hawna cach at twanty five nd

wnd & half Some two dallara an
nc

learn how to row
Florida boys learned vory well: AD the Florida bove commenced 1o
Journ b sy Cupt Pratt whan ws aniom mmnung 0 buy =ent In
sk

nd

‘man and hly hearl
Mation £ Honday v e 1o G f
rlght e had rery plnwal\l time the dth of July
nn; aiso i the middle of the WhiLes we had Tiore

a

Tecelved dallars and & half &nd some of chem footraving and
ba beat running ot three dolar and  bell, Capt. Prat: caught

and [ kepe ing and 1 remember what he taught me in 5t

As the three years of imprisooment drew to a eloss,
twenty.two of the more promising students in the prison
school expressed = desire to remain in the East for fur-
ther education, among them Boman Nose. When a pen-
urions government refused financial | the white ﬂ'l!nds

whom Roman Nese had come {o regard rnd trust as-
sumed the obligation. A dsvoted and pious tencher at
the prison, Mrs, Horace Caruthers, and her physician

show Cohoo's nketches (Platen 10
lozss"and he bir B (Water Bufalo)
in Nose. The oned was nt Ma:
it (S reterance 1o Hasbel nd Potorion sack in Foce
i af H C Roman None, Schael Nclw Autabio:
graphical matecial an pB. 210 of the prasent paper it from Yal 1,
No's, T—10, Dec. 190 roh 1391 Tn. 1 inicea othermise designnisd.
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hnl and had 'hun wintaring in St. Augustine for several
ng to Captain Pratt’s contemporary slate-
Tient, she It wes Wh Brat, in the apring of 1697, eon.
eceived the idea of financing the education of some of
the priscners afler their release, particularly two or
three "“who Posseza such fine abilities and traits of char-
acter.” She i fund-raising among Eastern ehurch-
men, har fellow-townsmen of Tarrytown, New York, and
the citizenry of St. Auguatine. Some concerned people
produced homedalent shows to ralse memey for the
cauze. Thus it came about that ex—warrlor anln Nosze,
with sevezal of hiv cohorte, sank n song “written by &
lady” at “mn uenmg with Mather Gaose and the chil-
dren” in the dining room of the h I The
interest aronsed giaranteed that not omly the pro-
teges of Mrs, Caruther but the other twenty cou]d Neve
thair three years in the Bast. The two whode aurpassing
ahility and character were the apringboard for this far-
reaching movement were Taaikopeta and Roman Noss,
On April 1878, the last three Florida Boys left St
Augustine n the custady of Dr. and Mra. Caruthers,
of the future of the Indiana was left open.
Aﬂ:r a :I.a,v at the Caruthers home they might remuin
there, join tha others at Hampton, or (one of them)
stay in & home to be found by Dr. Chatles Ferce Drems,
'pumr of the noted Church of the Strangers, New York."

n Nose, the Plainsman, afterward remembsered
vmdly )us initiation as & seafkrer:

After theee years twenty-Tho men desired to be slocated ar
al Instiade, at Hampton Virginla pd swme wenl 1o achool ab
e New Yark, the

Then after »
T8 And W camie 10 & very amail town [Tecoi] and we book steam-
o Jatkeantille and siopped thets ull night. Then in the morning
ceaniboat tu Swvannah and arrived there Bt about six
urs, va then took another
i rossed the Atlantic Ocean thres
ighta and three dnya we travellor on the ooemn. I Souldnt ses any

“Smlrnru the whove ta and execrpts from the Rn’m\
Nome that foll nwlude —AV\ Indign Rpid on Hem)
il ol (T S e,
Horweo Carotherm, “The Indisn Prlmnzn L
cam.x..... et Work, Sept, 1817, 0. 153,

Tarrptewn Arpur, Jul Dayel
Journat np Chvtral Nevs bark, s, o g0

A-tnleecahome” handbil, Mareh ]
Ao Tt rm.mpn A,
Commr Huyl, Apr. 21, 1878, Pratc
Whizel

£

pers. 0 Wi B
o 1. 1618, Bishop Henry B. Whipels Papars, Minnoiota
I Sockety, St Paul.




The Writinge of Henry Roman Nose L)

locked ta the aouth and east and west, 1 mun-m uu

because ibat ¥

Vired” RTar a ow daya 1 gok srrong again aod well

In an mmwlew with the Florida Boys on their ar.
rival at Tarrylown, a reparter obtained their autographs
a4 avidenee that I ians could ind learn to write!
When Roman Nose wrote “Who-Whin-Ny, Roman Nose,
twenty years old, (Cheyenne},” it was the last time
knawn to this writer that he used the farm of his name
under which he ecrolled as & captive. Ha never again
signed his Indian name, ney ysed “Roman Nose" wilhont
& given nema. A number of the Florida boys teok
names of their white friends or patrona, Henry Carulh-
ers Roman MNoss memorialized Amy znd Horace Ca-
ruthers and perhaps Richard Henry Pratt, ¢ may be
sure that from these sincere, dedicated friemds Romam
Noge learned st deal more of the white man's way
than the skills mentioned in the newspapers—honsehold
lghl:re:. and the reading, speeking, and writing of Eng-
i

Henry Roman Nose revealed in his own secount
his ettachment Brat for Captain Pratt, and then, for
Dr. and Mrs. Carnthers:®

[ never waa to sea Cgpl. Prau aguin but
¥3 who
taved

d-:

o
v, Sebol. Befess e oo

Ty letlcr und e replied immedintely and. sl g mis
T and e gebr, bova v e 5o EHampuon Behor] bur | “Seny ||
ot Hampton, New Vork,

£ ampran v e wrrsoad 45 Ho i e b
muny of tha whits people in New York, Ien.lm, tinie
Just the = o Dr. Deems nd
dinnor b e my & The e T had to ﬂ:l.ke hands with
him ind alsa hia mmu- and 1 bid them gaodubye .

yage” Those Todiana—all About Tham,” Torrptown Argus, APl 27,
. p. 2
B References givan in fn_8, ¢ v
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e tack snother, steaner and went 1o Hampton, Wo arthud ot

the Fort m-nm- lonroe| |n the night. We wml In carrisge u

Humrien sbout nd s half, from the Fart. By wermiaa

wenl threugh il Im lleld wnd Capt. Pratt lnld us that this feld nnd

i other falds were ll \oried in by the Fiorida boa plawing and
e ar at. General Armi Itu house a'ld

went re the

wan very murh d?l\l:llmd to_see my Huﬂdyl Prleml:

xgaln wnd we shook hands with them sll, Then we went into the

nam eod l?qymi all topsther mnd they wld me all nbout what they

dming % Hemohen tnatituie mid chat it is vory haed

We hud hard wnrl all ﬂm summer, lowrning how

o Te N Behach opened wi Hametan o the

T Tan e wonk o pebacl Soeey sz e wnd mer

neon and Ieaener same (hIv evpey dig and wwe worked v h.m e
Tiday and Suturdns. Ono of the Kiows. bays loa

me: ieevahoen.dy. Fitx English name l-hmu...7

Th rest of the Flatha bovs A loaen viry fast. The Loason

that. didn’ dly wa: usc same of them waa too ald

1o learn. o] haraCotre om Jeat and Teavaed e toing seors

r sived our leter and was very glad to hoe
v Sriends hers very o i el ok whd

eima (e very Sog By and b3 1 sl o0 3 244N Tomn A A

Koing W 1y to o ewon
Englinh much, ' White peovle ull:.-d with oo
s lis

no, | oF much 1
pezk En[hxh Pile f'c kol
that If ¥¢ love m. com-

f
mramartst T s vy oAtk thag 3t e ohe ml{n =
ra loved gou; ¥¥ BTO My [r\l'\lll lf |'| dg whl!sam
m o helps l\lmaelf——I
af pray that Gvd bﬂ el mg and he will give
1he holy spirts wad u good haart 10 do rght,

T st go up etalrs snd sheepa, so [ must say gotd nikht

ANt to go atayad here 8 Titele Iynger and then when T am going
awey 1 will stoped al Terrytown with Brs, Carnthers mod I want Lo
atayad thers, hat da you think? Bwst sall ma et sway. 1
wToie y0u & greal many times and yo8 do mat woveer i

Titern 600 peSae Bou do not Hhe e <. 1 o n w grent rey (o

Hampton Institute in Virginda waa visited by Agent
John D. Miles, of the Cheyenne-Arapahoe Agency at
Darlington, soon after Henry Roman Noaz areived at the
school. The young Cheyenne's first appearance 23 spokes-
people revealed his desire for an education.
The Agent in his own response recog the influence
of Roman Nose over hiz people on Thcie tribal revrva
tion out in Western Indian Territory. This interview be-
tween Milea and Henry Roman Nose appesred in the
press of 1878:%

“Roman Noee in his speech to Agent Miles asid: 'l
atay here three years. I learn English. I learn to work.

* Southerse Warkmas, Vol 7, No. 12, Tee. 1076, p. 08,




The Writitgr of Henry Romen Nowe a5
I know something. Then 1 go to Indian Territory, I
teach my people, ali my friends’ Afler he bhad con-
cluted his speech Agent Mites replied: ‘[ want to suy
1o yois, Reman Nose, and to all these boys, that you have
begun to teach your people already. Your letters, Roman
Nose, that veu have written to your father, have had
such an effeet on the old man that he has thrown away
his blanket and wears white men’s clothes—and has gone
Lu work regularly. He comes into the agency regularly
2 hear from you. He is really very much chnn(ed and
thlt entitely threugh the influence of your lel
You ATe deing goor now. You are on the right mlﬂ “Stick
toit.”

ERoman Mose was baptised Henry Caruthers by the
Rev. John H. Denison, eheplain of the Normal School,
in the undenom ol Bothesdn chapel in March 1879.%
Of the twelve Florida boys then ndmitted to the Christian
church, he was ane of the three who took English names.

At the close of the sehoal year several of the boys
had tha privilege of meeting the President, bui Roman
Nose appears to have been unimpressed: “In the Spring
Capt. Pratt took several beys and went to Washington
and saw President Hayes he said he was very glad to
g22 those boya, we stayed several days at the Smithsonian
institute znd then retuened to Hampton Virginia.

As early as the previous November, General Avm-
ytrong was considering placing aome of the Indiana on
farms." Captain Pratt then proposed that, to make room
for more Indian girls and restore a balance of he sexes,
28 well a3to “acomplish more for the boys and the Indian
cause in general,” he would place mest of the Florida
Boys where thay might have experience in agriculturs
or trades for six months of each year. Henry told the
eulmmsuon of these plnns the next smmer 32

the desire of Gak Pratt wnd Goneosl Acrstron
e wtaté of M

elok p,
Wq hm uwk another sicamer for New York where we arrived
aafely, Capl. Romayn '* went with the bova Lo Nerfolk and when we
ot out fhere hc waidl ta the boys, Capt. Pratt will meet you In New
11 “Recard of Indian Progress,” Southern Workmau, Vol, 8. No. 6,

May )
n --ml’m at Schosl,” Philaislphic Evenivg Preas, Mov. 22, 1874,
11 Fratt to Comreiseioner Huvt, Jan. 14, 167, whD, MA, Letters

I Captain Eenry Romeyn, military instructor al Hamptan.
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mftor wa whook hands end bid him zood-bye
-Jlufyun will fmws & good lime

e
l\: wilh IL‘J’IIIE -nd mllkmg nymi churning bubter and warkeg
lay dor mentha.

On Sundays, theve was no farm work, The Florida
Boys usualiy came from their variaus farms to sssemble
at the chirch for services in the morning, Bible class in
the afternoon, and a prayer meeting afterwards. Roman
HNose was reported among thase who were cordially
welcomed when they attendsd en obasrvanee of the

i’ Supper.! He adjusted with alscrity to the mew
setting in the Berkshire Mountaine, without the difficul-
Hes in health, aptitude for ferm work, or relations with
employers 1 that beset some of the others. Hemry wrote

1 recrived yonr ktler nnd way very gimd to hear 2rom go
sy ey (ricads bere vory n o %
surae things evcry day,

wan and Jedrn o good
éyen and to learn i E:
rie and sald Jou P
Englleh now, T wil e zn.m-h Ilnls- l wi
slmays remeaar o ot s nbm Yot i that 1y Jave

o 2 my
mmrulluvel od You: o Triente It Ve
7" an] anothee thal Ja God heips the paan Who heTeh

et Ve T God and T do pras that God'to halp me and he
will give the holy a
1 munt go up staire wmd xlupl. 201 mest may good nlght.

When the time for leaving Massachusetta drew near,

e young man had plans to return to Tarrviown snd
}ua white mother. Impahem.ly he prodded Pratt -t

L want to go stayed bere & iz anger and chen T am oing g
1wl m...é".‘é"r."’,‘.m b B Daruthers oed i ‘uyci
There oo Wbt do you Thing! Must (oD e R: eWay: T wrobr o
a great many Limes and you do net answer it from my letiers i

ep
L3 |m- e

tahdleuh Goanmoe to Mr. R [James C. Robbins, w Homptoh
llll_mnmmﬂ Iy 16, TaTe, Seuthers Workmen, Val. B, No. A. hug.
1

8 Romen Nose to Pratt, Jone 1879, Ihid.
T8 Ruraan Noge to Pract, Sept. £, 1875, Pratt Papeon
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prravee 20 do not lice me....T am in & grest hurry to ko whish
Hiz pleas were lost on Prett, whe was deeply jo-
volved in plans of his own. Convineed that it would ba
Setter for the Indians ta have & separate schaol, he had
by zealous Iabor obtained the deserted aymy barracks st
Carlisle, Penneylvania, for an Indian school. Before Rorman
Nose's letter reached him, he had set out for the Weat
%o procure younger pupils, wham he balieved would learn
more readily than the mature Florida Boys. Most o
the latter were to go ta Carlisle not only fnr acl-uulmg
but to he]p repeir the rundown barracks and to “leaven
with their cmhzlum the Ium]: of berbarism” of the
new studenta.'’ The gr m Lee artived at Carliale
an Qetober € just vefara. Pr.n.t "and hia young recruits.!
Whep Henry Roman Nose ¢ame face to fuce with the
old way of barbarism, the extent of his ecculturetion in
four years was fully revenled. Nat oaly did he feel dis-
gust fDr lndnn npparel He beliaved in “the white men's
Nevertheless, his chief concern was atill for
Benighted acs.” Wi
his auto iographical aceount:
In October IE'W, we left: l..e! and wrrived hera ul Cazlisle Bat-
acks. Ve aww the Tad b onr Iodian, cluum
Mld the Plnnﬂl hvyl d»d et Ilku thet kind of clothen. 1t looked Hke
Slld o hnd lewrned wothing hut just pley cvory day
and nigl ity n..mun mh othor and fighting with aticks
Rurting their bodics, bu 5.. mbt thpared gy old Incian <lothes

s prayer for them he ends

e e chothes wd dasiiiad them very

bays ;m irla of different triben e Wy
T Tn The it sns e ablbn s i Mo o avg Folcming the
white s man's way and cndeavoring to geb eduration and do gomething

aya. y heppy nuw that 1
lite st love God, 1o mut uay T by police wmd

and he will ald g3 in " mhl

b
tham their errer and &t | 'I.ud ug wlth dle 5““ mea's gocd m
ik the prager of Heury C. Roman Noa
T'he role of Roman Nese as evangelist for the white
mEN'S way appeara sincere. IL was the result of five
years' association wi e friends and mentors who
personifiad the bast o that Wy of life. Hia mission, be-
Zun by the camversion of hia father, waa to show sl his
'paop'le the new rond,
he narratives reveal a turning-point in the emo-
tioaah e oF Henry Roman Nose. For & Ave-year period

S The Garlinle School, Oct. # [1876. No publisher.)
1" Field Office Retords, Carliale Indlan School, NA.
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he wes jgnored by his captain. Except in routine report,
on all the Florida boya, Roman Nose went unmentioned
by Pratt in print, in menuseript letters, and in his mem,
oirs. The young man had won the tentative approv,
of Dr. and ‘Mra. Caruthers, only to have them pass himy
by end take Tasitkopeta as thair son. Dr. Deems gave
him o divner but not a home, Then, early in April, 1880,
the Tejected youth found himself the abject of intenss
interest on the part of Pratt. Roman Nose reciprocuted
with the effusive praiss that Tuna through his narralives,
The eventa that led up to this change were a naturaj
saquence. He had quwekly adjusted to the mewcomers
and the new school, while he continued sending his ﬁh-l
exhoriations to Shot in Nose, alins Nnked Turkey.™ He
wrote ta Agent Miles on Christmas Dey:®
Tl tusber fohthaut fouther Turket) T mmnt him ot searc

e
hard and hed lots mah that my fathey
pot e i e r,‘."a:.ﬂm.&. Y e ol

oyt da
have only Mt English jugt now sl we hare been haj
Tore th1e st b o I\:'w haveu "vesy e irtes and b
have enough to eat Chrhlmm day dinnes

Othera of the yonng men dm not share his satisfac-
tion with Carlisle and grew restless, Some had wives and
children at home ; some found book-learning increasingly
difficult; some had caught the fatal cunsumptiun In
nmlll groups they left for home, until Roman Nose re

rted to General Armstrong hMarch 13: AT the ndiana
we ate going to school every morning and in the after-

.... L am very sorcy for my friends mast of gont
homa the Flarida boya and I shall miss them very much
emd think of it them very often. Dnl¥ three the Florida
boys hiere now. Matches Kabs and L

Richard Pratt, as a poor and fatherless lad of 18
in Indjana, had bsen apprenticed to = tinner: “Twenty
yeara later, asking for workshops st Carlisle School, its
an'penntenient proudly informed the Indian office that
l.e h.ms:lf competent to teach the tinner's trede.”™

e year 'Sbd & half commencing April 1, 1830, the

Carliste tin shop manufactured end sent to forty-twe

eygnne Prisoncrs, Bin, lial, Oklwhoma Historicel Sotists
Indign Ardum. Giw nnc aod Armpsba Files (horeinpiicr clted &3
C & A), Prisanen

 Ramon Howe to John Blilen, Dec, 26, 1875, G & A, Castile
Indlan Scheal,

o w Gan. Armarong, Mar. 13, 1880, Southern

*t Elgine. Gocmle L P L
(Norman, 19363,
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different Indisn aganclu no Iu! than 1,573 quart cups,
4,110 pint cups, and 2,308 larger ulensils.** As one of
the older students, Romap Nose had the nppm\lmty to
star in an_experiment dramatizing Pratt's ronviction
that the Indian could and should be taught 2 trade, Af.
ter thres months the young man was reported in the
schaol paper king very good tin cups, amd other

i . Curtin, the tinsmith, says that

ever gaw anywhere, and he recently put a challenge—

not yet taken up—into a Carlisle paper offering to back
Roman Nose for $100 againat any Lpprentice i the trade
who had been pi it the sams length of time."®

Pratt wrote later of Roman Nose: “While here he
wes very ambitious to parfect himself a2 a tinner, prov-
ing hig practical chvlstianity by often informing us in
Sabbath eveming meetings, the exerciyes of which ars
mostly by boys, how hard he was trying to make good
tin-cups, ‘One great incentive to labor lﬁhrayl mezmed to
be, that on hia return home he would be able to supply
his peaple with tin-wara'®

It was not all work and no play for Roman Nose. Tn
the suminer Pratt allowod him te pevisit New York for
ten days. Dr. Deams' son showed him the sights of the
city—the alevated, a skyscraper-view of the aren (“just
like the birda"), the aqarium, the zoo. He went on to

Tarytown, where Tasitkopeta took him to prayer meet-
ing and wilked with him on the hill where they "
Hudson river long i oman Hose wich his custompey
religiosity was reeepuve b T eology, ''He
explain commandments o e b Bl
some good things 1 Honrt wnderatang petare ‘mat L vers
gla

Aftar his votuen Roman Nece went to the schocl's
camp in the woods st Warm Springs for a weel

through school n;ld w?vk then 1l] tum o Y

o
ed a iII uch e
whive mans wyn, T 1lie tiieorith shop Yery whieh and | wank io
Tearn well how iq make Hn cnpl‘ baukels, pail & ¢

ik Toh, Carliale, Pa., Vol 2 Ne. 3, Oct. IBBL, P. I-
plorel by Clrlule Yo, 1 be. 1, June 1880, . &

 Southorn Workmos oo by Aug. 160, . B

S aeming Star. Bantile, el 3, Mo, 8, Fa 4

* Eadle Keatzh ToR, Ca .luly Tona; Sehont
News, Carlisls, Y 3




The Writingn of Henry Roman Moss m

Maked Turkey, who at his son’s urging had nat only
quit the blanket but bought a farm, sent a mémsage
urging his boy to come home, and the Fatful son weve
his consent and the admonition, “I hope you all have
norses and corn-flelds cattle, hoga and working hard to
make your homas look nies.” Captaln Pratt, with some-
thing mere than & pleasure trip in mind, arrenged that
Roman Nose shnuldpv:s\t the Azenl: wh:l! Agent Milea
was recruiting new alud: t: or 1:. The youth
left Carlisle on August 2 m3, and z
mell wagon later (.nll ot a cost o( sau 00) Rumnn Nose

wes in the bosom of hig family, “T was very much pleased
to see my father brothers and sisters and uncles cousina
oid all my relatives, also they were very happy fo see me,
I staid in Darlington three waeks. T rode my horse every
day and | traveled all around the Indian camps. When
1 stayed there T wes very tired.'#

1, after his tour of the camps, he was dimppoinied
at not' finding a camn field behind every he raised
ko lomént, Realintically be scized the uppuﬂunlty to
on pointing out is his people the
rlvhtrond e botsted Jutar of 1o lelling rezults athicved
by his persuasive powers of speech
Al] the Cherenl\! mlleh and young men. 1 spoke to them about
of the wi lz-‘ 1 told hem all abcm'. the Indiaa children
3 it they had learnad he

e Choperme thieta mere. very
&l‘ aken guod t
'vmn- ﬂu!la and Arapahoe chisfs

bare ko Carlsle schosl. |
2end Eoe childeen o sl

i thi
e agency, John D, Fatiion eoud woh ot Eb T
0 Carllie Burmachs” Yome Choyoune ds not wwant chelr children io
woma here tn achoal Reptember -lllh T came back
\ Tritnde the whiéa peorla a4

The Christian love of Henry Roman Nose embracsd
hig erstwhile enemlen both red and white, even to the
children of the hated Pawnees.

Indian, Diucatlon et dhe Hemsien Horman
o ARt lnnkm.F 11, Har ., Va., lasl.
i85y B

A pactlon f the Norrhary Chepenney wery reslding agsinns
at Darlingion, Schoo! News, ¥ol. 1, No. B, 'gc; 1860,




A7z The Chromiciss of Oklakomc

Ha returned from hiz triumphal tour with a new.
found eagerness to take up man's work
Under the instruction of Mr. Curtin Jw taRch me
ke tinwere us soon aa possible, [ w|| en o Jmms und epen g
hn.inhu: f;rmr aelf gt lwdun Tunwry ~ In the (ull his
won b

3

& premiom u! il.nu

Yosun cups fox Copt. rot:
o shewimg m

-mi wannz Capacity than ja wsenl with (ndiens.

n Nese's theughts began to turn homeward.
Kaba. ]lll K:Dwn fellow farmhand and tinamith-appren.
ice, hed returned to Imi:ln Territory with Matches, the
Uh!yermz in September.

B burst of cnnﬁdenu Roman Nose poursd out his
r]a.v-dreums to hia agent. A a proper beginning, Miles muat
266 o 12 That Toman Nozé aould] Hve Iike & White man 52

1 wish John D. Biles you will find one Toom for me in the house
wad I stay thare when 1 come home. [ no like it 50 Jive in Indian tents
ou Tt de o what [ a8y 1o you sbout ane-roam in
Td theaw away my old Indian mays and wank them. no
mm ‘54 | have Tound the oiner beat Wi of 2oe HoH hall

amay the white men's rowd but [ almll keer it wlways.
umd T il dive 1 house slwaze .. 1

‘and we are goin . That is tho wey
I 2o it. I Im‘) &l Hw whita frienda und all Dur Talatives of d-!lmm.
tribea & ey Jinte at e says sbout
oo hae mae"ﬂl!
bayn dose to :
AT o evinne
‘boyn come not prey te God. Thry Iw npenk to them
lnd I mnl them nrust pray o Ged 6 thrJ elch urle od' un S this sor

By January 1881 he bad determined to go home
and find & wife, Accompanied by his teacher, J. H. Cur-
tin, he left March 16 wich the avowed iatent of taaching
his people. Before his departure the pupils at Caclisle
had & “nice supper” in his honor, after which he made
& speech advising the others o “iry hasd el Tearaall
you ean.”™ With characteristic paternsl comcern for his
charge, Captain Pratt told the agent:®

IR g, 45 Eafle Xeatai Toh. Val. 1, Ne. %, Nor 16d0, 7. 45

il Nm 8, [ A3
wunty. Sy Yo Wark of the Asmpton Namesl
mu;.l Trtitate at Hampton, Vicginia,® (Eempton, Va.

37 Roman Nose to Miles, Nov. 9, 1880, © & 4, Prisoners.
8 Seboo] News, Vol 1, No_ 10, March 1881, p. 3,
S Pratt to Miles, Jan. 11, 1881, © & A, Prisonem.



Thc Writings of Henry Roman Nose 4m

Roman ase bt done us et oo any tinner's urpr!nllﬂ eou
pu s 7w casble of making
iz

le muhi &o out and mll'
pou pans, buckets, Cheyannsa end Arnprhoss,
ratt prodded Miles to set up a tinshop, sdding,
"Hu wark will not only ba a good example, but it wil
pov.” In April Miles wrote: I heve placed Roman Nose
in the saw-mill for the present. I have estimeted for
some ‘sheps’ for the (Flarida boys' and think Secre-
tary Hirkuaod will belo ua Mbarally o hald the “boys
l{wmg them employment. We can’t afford to let one
em go back to camp for want of an opportunity ta

Roman Nosge’s $20-a-month position lasted frum
April 16 o June 30. In September Miles reported, “R
men Nose is just the same; no sign of relzpse.” Near
the and of November the tiner's qulht which was to be

meneged by Roman NDB: arrived at the agency.® But
the agent told Pratt:®
dasire [a] 10 zeturn to your cha
tnne) Roman Mose

plete is_apprenticeshi ot

Present SrivIclge of the tNAE |rlde s Tt Quite spcient o ar.
rant hini in asauming tharge o which mo propa

Bprin, applying Himsell

ho that he il gain
n

t m.w"i?khmm

e
&.hu.. Tl 5

n of foreman in the
i s Bave S et Krmelatis ot
ot T AT b dons e s o Wove 8 prcaent.

On July 1, 1882, Miles nominated ap tnner anether
returned prisaner, Star, who had had no formal training
in the trade™ By the fol]owmﬁ January, shopa had
been built for cnrpenber and blacksmith, but not for tin-
smith. Roman Nose complained to Pratt, "1 have ask
Agant about three or four timea for 1 want to war'kmg
my tin trade and I geiling tired to ssk Agent Miles

Nor. 21, 1881, and April 21, 1681,

185, NA, Statistics
Ragart of Commmie-
™t Travesarter, Boe 1

Aftaira, 1682, p. 108;

T Milea o Bract, Nov, 24, 1641, Cheyenne nd Arsoahos Lottre:
v Bapl. 2, 2881 —Feb. 4, 1082, p/24%, C & 4
+ Wites 14 Ciromiaaloner Prics, Zuly 29, 1642, NA, Luttors Re-
ctlond, Land and Fducation, 14634 83.




o The Chronicles of Oklnhoms

Pratt corroborated his words: “In all his lstters since his
return he hed devlnred not havlnx e ghop whera he cauld
wark his trede."® The procrastination would appear te
keva been on the part of Miles rather than of Roman
Nose, Whether it stemmed Zrom personsl animosity or
fm.. inghility o eonstruet. the huilding deemed necas

Ty by Roman Nose can only be gueased. The pitifully
mal] funds at the agent’s disposk! could not be strefched
to cover even the urgent needs; further, in the very year
of Romen Nose's plaint ta Pratt, Congress reducad the
fundg. However, to many o subssquent sgent Henry
Romar Nose was 2 bils n:

Many changes had taken place in the eight years
since he ‘was gpirited away in chains. The buffalo waz
gone, the land was too dry for succesaful farming, and
government rations left the Cheyennes with an ever-
pregent hunger. The Indians could not leave the reser-
vation without » permit. On the reservation there was
no protection under the law, na ttle to property, na in-
centive for work, Indeed, the returnces who presumed

work were ridiculed by the conssrvative ehiefs, whn
Here | L e “educated young -

cut off from their pesple hy o grent 8\-\"
{nund it tao bard to hold out egainst the old customs
and went back to a life of ignorance and superatition.

The two years after his return was a period of dis-
lugionment for Roman Nose, Things did not work out
28 he had envisioned Carlisle. Agent Miles did
ot take him into partn: or even imte his houze,
Ha was forced to live in the miserable campa, His prayers
1o the Christian God had nat wrought a tranaformation
on his pacple. Unlike Matehes and Etahdleuh, he was
unable to idenury himeelf with the missionazies at the
Agency. His tinghep wes only a mirage that retreated
26 he spproached i, BLt he had made one convart 6

h: good way of the white man, He wrote in 1381 to

raiki “T st going o el you what ] was doing last
Slhm‘]ly T got marry a very sure nice girl. She i very
gentle and pelite and kindly, but I m very sorry she
do not tllk English, and do not understand about the
white man's ways. But | am trying to teach her sbout
the white o

* Roman Nose to rrm. Jan, £, 1483, in Merwing S, Carlide
Vol. 3, No. 8, Jan_ 1883, and Editorial comment in i

4t Bagle Keatah rnA. Carlisle Vol 2, Ko, § Doc. 1881, p. &



The Writiuge of Henry Reman Nosg 4

Thia Cheyeane parsgon, Red Paint Women, was ma
ried to Rornan Noat in Inancy. As a hzsbure), be trred nis
Rand a8 an Arciy Solt af nelghboring Fat Reno for up.
ward of three months. ' When he contracted & fever he had
to resign, and a year after his marriage he was thoroughly
discoureged. Yet there is a hint that he had glimpaed
» raaliatic wey to help hia peaple—by desling with Wash-
ington i+t
weot to sk A it Miles for 1 bart to warkin
8o I ka&ing Teat il\ the [neiar

Chi d Ar-pahu Ehids,l. lln
. [ wadt t6 ekt from yo

Kusge
. Romannone,

Pratt published thia letter in the January issue of the
Carlisle paper, and seconded it with & ¢ommant of his
own. In a month a Philadelphign had offered money
to easble Roman Nose to open his shop, hut on hearing
of it Miles again demurred, slymg that the Tndisn nesded,
and wanked, to ga to Carlisle and “brush up.” By A nl
a Sundey achoo] at Edgewater, Staten Island, had
nished Roman Mose with fare, and he took the lnng
journey to Carlisle alone, arriving May 7, 1883, The
Carlisle paper reported, “Henry has teken hold of work
in our shops with a will, and seems to have lost none
of his skill to make pans, pails, eups, ete.®?

He laft Carlisle 18, 1883,
ment waa stitl his lot. In Apnl Agent Ml]as qmmd the
agency under a cloud. His successor, D. B, Dyey, plunged
the Cheyennes into turmeil. From July 12 to September
16, 1684, Boman Nose was one of {he agency police
recriited at $5.00 & month lo praserva order. He re.

gned “to take another position,” but on September 16
8 Car]lule returpée namsd White Buffalo waa reported
a8 agency tinner. To quiet the agency the United States
Army intervened in 1885, and Roman Nose once more

4t Allotment file, Cheyenne—Arapahoe Aren Flald Offfes,
Okl . Pratt to his mother and sisters, July 10 1852 rae:
T Mormimg Sins, Gorbele or, 3 No. 5, Jwn. 1983

a Jbid
(2 Ibid Mles 1o Pracs, March |s 1880, Chavanne and Arsnshos

Dok 190, or, vol. 3, No. 10, May 1983,
TR Bl Recorda catture Tadan Seaonl, WA




as The Chronicies of Oklahoms

served with the Scouts, Januery 28—July 27, 1B86.4
That year his loyal fricnd Captain Fratt grve the last
favorable report an him found for the period of this
paper; “B. N. holds on to the civilized way the best he
com, He hes been unfortanate —has lost his wife and
child, rnd has been sick for some montha 2¢lf but s
now well, and respected at Cheyenne Agency."3

About this time, Henry Roman Nose was macried
by Indian eustom to Stending, s Cheyenne ohe year his
aenfor, She had bean separsted, alse by Indian costom,
from her fiest huaband Walking High, by whom she had
two children, Little Woman (born in 1877) and Bob-tail
(born in 1B83). The children of Standing and Roman
Mose were White Head {Amanda Roman Nose} hom
insle!T, and Heed Bear (Jobn Roman Noee), born in
1891,

Roman Nogg returned to the agenty pollce for pe-
rioda bemnmng March 11 and July 1, 1887, and Septem-
ber 1. 1888. On Oclober 16 he wus dischatged for negleet
by AgantG D. Williams. By June, 1880 his day:
of ten years ago were partially Tuiflled He Jved in a
cenvas tent insteed of a hause but he dressed like a white
man, and at last, he was making tinware for his people

at a wage of §20.00 a month. For Boman Nose, the op-
portunity to work at his trade eame too lote. The desade
of frustration and restlessness had changed the divection
of hia life. The Southern Cheyennes took up the Ghost

ance'” with fervar thet summer. Thereafter the only
hat that Roman Nose wore was the “Messiah hat” of
gray felt, with its vound, stiff brim and sguare crown.
This trade-mark symbelized a religion with a doctrine
appreathing his own mystic promulgated st Carlisle of
the coming of a “Pan-Indian Utopia.™*® Emboldened by
the pramize of revolution, he defied Agent C. F. Ashley.
Forgetting his early speeches to the chiefs and the Car-
lisle pupils advacating learning, Roman Nose refused
to place his children in sthool even when rations were

Record of Indiun Police, (1864861, p. £, NA, Bua
venne Transgorier, Sept. 15, 1681, {n. 261]] Regiote
7 Taie, Har il Aﬂmm War Depart.
's Office.

= Record of Reworned Indi
HHSTVI. Ms, Hampton Tnatilate, ptan,
¥ Alloant €le, Cheyenne.Acupaho A ield Offiee, Concho,
oKl 2071 £ Alotment L‘M,! k! oiments, Haory
n

il
v, arlate, Vol, 16, No. 5,
.TDlll 1890, Fenae Rowlofge, oval communication, Orbbcr? 1950,




The Writhps of Henry Reman Name i

withreld to enforce complinnce. Wher, after seversl
months 88 & tinner, he wis reproved by the sgent for
lagitess and neglect of his work, in anger he quit his
job and the agency, taking up residence near Salt Creek
some thirty miles northwest. Here, that winker, he tame
into conflict with & beef contractor over the grazing of
catile. In the 2

by siring his grievances directly to the Commissioner of
Inditn Afairs instend of going through prescribed chan-
nels ' He complained about these matters and the sgent’s
disrrimination against him in the issuing of nsricullurll
implements (which he had abandonad wher he

and 'Ln the manmer of enrolling his atepehildren for lllob-
mep

‘When, on June 30, 1891, Herry Roman Nose, aged

86, received hia allotment, he had chosen & picturesque
quarber{»echon in the area where he had been living,
with red rock walls riging irom the wooded canyon-floor,
with outereppings of gleaming white gypaum, with rolling
plaina and spring. Here, with occasionzl exceptions
euch sg his terms 8g agency police beginming February 1
and September 1, 1534, he lived out his life. Nearby,

&t the allotment uf ancther of the Florida boys, m
Gahog, e dicd Curing o perots mesting en June 14,

In the decade following allotments, Roman Nose
achiaved two mare of hig eatly goals, The Native Amerl
can Church, the third religion he espoused after his
mative Sun Dance, brought him into a praying fellowship
that stressed bretherhood and peace, Lastly, he was
recopnized as a leader of his people; He became a chief.
Around the neck of Roman Nose, Chief Big Jake hung
fhe chief's medal bestowed years hefore by Washington.
Tn return Roman Nose gave Big Jake 2 apotted horse
indicating appraciation of the hanor dane b & ‘Althogh

@ term of ofice was intended to be ten years, Roman
Rene k:pt the title o C}ue( unts) bis death. In Tannary

T Bectinp. 34, Townshin 11 ot Range 12 West (Pholo.

ribes, Cheyenne-Arapaha Aves Field Office, Conchs, Olila.).
2 present Rowan Ness Slate Parl, north of Wetanga in northern
Blale County, includea o portion that i the sonth hall of the llot-
R Noss, Sae Avpondiz 8 b end of article b
number of The Chroicles,
Botcs, aat b, TBSe35, NA. Stetivies
vision; Watonge, homa, Herald, June 14, 1917, o 1; John
Flmhrr. 7, commanication, Oct, 6, 1900,
» eommuRication, in inkerview, Oct 15, 1566,
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1898, Agent A_E, Woadson, in instructing that the daugh-
ter of Henry Roman Nose be brought to school under
police escort if necessary, Bﬂld “The exlmple he is set-
ting his people 13 bed; especially so since he cleima
ta ba a chiel. It ia expel:led That ne will do everything
in his power to promote the interests of his people.”#
Ammugh m Roman Nose, achooling did not fall inte
calsgary of the beal interesia of his people, negotiat-
ing with Washington emphatically did. Onte more he
eschewed channels and, on January 12, 1898, wrote to the
President requesting permission to visit Washington with
& delegation of Cheyenmas to confer on official matiers.
The latter fouched off o year-long eontzoversy hetween the
Indisns wnd Agent Woodson, who wanted only “progres

sive" delegates to be elected. Two ex-prisoners of war,
Feman Nose and William Coboe, were ameng the. ten
Cheyennes chosen

While his charges were sway in Whashingten, the
Agent became fearful that they wounld assault his char-
acter and effectiveneas a2 an agent. In his own defense
lutler to the Indlan Commissicner that read in

pert
rethede thnt tend tn lacalze shem in permanen:

Doty S fi adsntion ot Dheig. ohidren, brosk
h-h!lx lnd forbig mdullgnuc in hnm\!\qu 2] Tlu gd\qc‘!nd
Tndlars, Who aught vantuges to'bo pumed by
dbaerulag the rules rd Teguistions BEopAS Tor the beprment of
feor e o duminuted by the older, gncrant, avd sipsratie-
liﬂul dinny th t they themsclves unite In dznnnnnln{ Lhe Agent who

gt viglarians
lge in_forbirden E‘-‘an auch

oaber igarsy, .a\.my dru gwnneaa and ling; and_seme.
who have i

led e apponiton omaig the asive Indians
eare, and IHW\IN\M them 4o mnur e lasue of beef from

Roman Noas, according to the Agem '8 Teport,
had i away the white man's good w

G Agent. to Agency Farmer, Jan. 25, 1808, Choyenne and ATapa-
hoa Lemarbook, Vol. ™4, v. 138, Cld.

 hene Woadon, Authorized Golugntes tn Washington sclcted
by Council of Cheyerng snd a.an"h' Indigns, dun. 35,1898,
Ch p.?‘u Extoon 1ol 7o g 8

eyenne and Arapa-
hoe Latbarbook, Val 78, PP, lﬂ—‘. u 5




