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SHAWNEE INDIAN FESTIVAL: THE BREAD DANCE
By Velma Nicherding

FoREWORD

The Lava! Shawnee tribal members living in and near
Whiteoals, Okllhuml are those parsens of Shawnee Indisn
blood who by Agreement dated Jone 7. 1869, betame in-
corporsted with the Cherokeé Nation in the present Okla-
homa, and the lineal dwwndenba of such persons. They are
g part of the main body of the Shannes Triba of [ndians.
They &re unorganized in terms of tha Oklahems Welfar,
Act and have no Constitution and hy.laws

In order that they might have authority to act and
speak on certain tribal mabiers, they have been organized
into a "general souneil” This counci) ean speak and ael In
behall of the sribe i connection with necessnry legisle-
tion before judgment monies can be pejd to tril
ane for defining Enose who will share in the
Aoy judgment fi
The Shuwan hlv: recently had g leim allpwed, A
gment waa entered by the U. S. Indian Claima
on on July 21, 1959 in Tevor of the Shiwnee Nation
in 1854, which was for lands set apezt for the
Sawoes Tadins by the United Stetes pursuant to the
Treaty of November 7, 1825, and the Treaty of August 8,
1831, and ceded to the United States by a United Shawnes
Telbe whdler the Treaty of May 10, 1864

The Shawnes Tribal Business Committes (Loyal Shaw-
nees) wes established on December 4, 1960, at a meeting
hela‘at Whiteoalk, with Aven Mirector, Pavl I Fiskingor of
the Muskogee Aren Office presiding. The Business Com-
mittee officers conslut of a Chlirman Vieg-Chairman, a
Seeretary-Treesr end four members, who shall be
elected by secret nallot and who shall sazve » term of bap
years,

‘There aldo i3 & “Grievanc: Committee” which can in-
vesligate complaints of misconduct, or other scte of the
members of the Shawnea Tribal Business Committee gnd
can reguest the Chairman of the Council to act upen such
egmplaints,

The present elected Business Gommittes officers are
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Jerome Shewnes, Chairman; Fred Halrmoon, Viee.Chaire
man; Mrs. Elnine Chibit cretary-Tremsurer. Councll-
men are, Lorenzo Carpentar, Sam Perry, Victoria Nolen and
Bill Bhawnee. The members of the Grievance Comamil

ttee
are Mrs. Emmaline Carpenter, Bert Ellis and Ruby White
Diebald

The “Loval Shawnees” are bissorically knows ag those
Shawnee tribal membera who remained toyul to the United
States during the Civil War. They ware living in Hanees
at that thme, and because Union saldiera apprapriated car-
tain propertiea belonging to tham, the Loyal Shawnees
antered inio & trealy with the Government which waa rati.
fied by Congress, Qctober 14, 1868 The Government pireed
b refmburse them for the livestock end other npenles
which had heen approprinted for ;e
Legisiation was passed fn 1529 to pay the I ynl e
end payments ware made through tne Mushogee Arca affice
about 1931 and 1982, At that time this group of Leyal
Shawnees numbered 145.

Although they are enrolled on the Cherakee Tribal rolls,
the Muskogee Area (ffice mainkairic a lik of those Shawnees
who were incorporated among the Cherokee in 1868, by
ﬁ“ﬁhue of the rnrhl. of pettlement within the Cherokee

ation,

There also i8 in Oklshoma, the Mixed Bend of Seneca
and Shawnee m3, now called "The Eastern Shawnee,”
onder the jurisdietion of the Miami Ageney office; and the
Absentes Shswnee, under the jurisdiction ‘% the Anadacke
Ares Office.*

A amall beoklet, sutlining the seremonies of the Loyal
Shawnees, was given ta the writer by Mra. Georgs Valliere,
of Pawnee. The Booklzt. v prwntely printed for I:he use of
tribal members, Mrs. Valliere, a member of the Loyal
s the Tormer Mins Anite Bawrrel. She ia
of the opinion that the book was compiled by her grand-
mother, Mrs. Daiay Walker and three other elderly women
of the tribe, who supervise the annual tribal ceremenies,

e Mra. Anna Dick, Mre. Rosa Sceondine, and Mrs.

* From information fornished the wriber by Mrs. Muie Wailer,
umm, Muskoges Ares Offle. For briof notss on the

history af the §hawner in ﬂkilhms sec Murlel H. Wright, A Guide
Fa et Frdoen <f Dklboaa (Dniversivy of Ohimhoran, Prea
1957} pp. mn. 241, 242, 24344} also see Frank H. Anemin “Setecs
Sub-Ageney, 1832 ‘hronictes of GHinkane, Vol XLAI,
No, 2 E!nmmlr. 1888), pp. 7584,
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Julie Diek. The zccount begins with the Origin of the
Shewnees:'

The bellet of thix tribe of fadlasin of man's creation, is as followa:

Thare wars 1o human beinga on thin sarh u-m were: apiril,
md vlnlr;

g
llivl -nd lhu ICF I'ho un‘h wll £p benutiful ﬂ
the sail. And the ‘Thiz earth. 0 bosutiful -nd Il il m Hxhl
A T And_thors wma & cedaz
naachy and an Loy talbed, & vaie s from the sdar e i

Yo n boen given the power and why do you mot jurt wey
the ward wn d crepty 2 man and & womar And chen thes said the
ward, “We aball creats man and womsn,”
Acd rhay dlted the s0il and culeiplied grestly.

The Booklet continues:™

The Ceremonial Bread Dance

In the Spring, sbout the month of April or Mey, and
sotne time about or uﬂ.B.r the new moon, end sbout the time
when the Dogwood begina to bud, it Ia tirie then for the

neil to call & general meeting.

t, the wamen will call & mmmg 1o talk about the
Dreed Danee. and this must be dope in the morning and
before the date ia set for encampment. The men pray for
the women.

This is the prayer: "Now wa have met here this da;
at one of our hames to think about what our God Grand-
mother has given us, Now when 1 look &t you I sea your
hesd bowed and then [ went and yaur head up and
cleaned your mouth and then I beed thia white slath and
clesned your eves and when I got thraugh clesning your
£yes you can now see everything clear. And then I eleaned
your heart snd now your thoughts can reach God's kingdom
and now you can think about everything that God has given
vou, to worship Him and think good; En is the advice
we have given you men from us mothers md =lr]erlywomez|"

The Shy ited ko the b = du] -ﬂnril ot ahl)
}'" .51.? bt cwq s (riber of. Tndian m" e Rew.

e Special pm.(..w.. s griven the wiltar (V. o uy the Eidera
annie in Ottaws County t bee here (he sacerpta I
The Bk Wining the eursaonice of the “Lonal Shiwmen



250 The Chronicles of Chlahoma

At the same time the prnyer m repeated to the women
from & leading man. The 2 Ryer 19 used. After this
the men Tallow and hake hands with all the women stanc:
ing in & row and the women repest the same esyemony in
their tarn.

Now &t this time the elder men leave to attend the
saered promise and in this prayer a blessing ia asked God
Tor all human beines and everything; 1o bless this mother
;urt.h. o be bountiful and the springs and the rivers to flow
arever.

n the men return from this duty then the wom
will ad the timg for the camping. The men will agree with
them. This is for this part unti) they camp.

Now om the @ay set they camp and about the second or
thm‘l duy after they cemp they pick out the women to make

& bread, swhich is made of white Indian flour corn, and
Simmad i s Tye, end pounded into flour in a mortar
with a large rounded pole, srcathly made to pound the
eorn.*

They gelect the man to danca and whoever is chosen
among the elder men, they have two men as ushers and
they help in doing the warke. 1L ia the vaners who go and
get the whiteork wood and it is about three inchea through;
and they cut the bottom to the center und upper part and

ile it ie atanding up. The&’

ing to whoﬁur it is In 3sazon to wear it

In the Spring it ia the woman's plecs to plece it on &
mar'a shoulders, who {a to take the lead in the ceremonial

oo T cribal religions the sarth s huld o
arated in i st e rost Eaeel o
Fivnts i 1015, crclvimes My Teiher s dhe Sk and the earh
ia my mother. I will rochno upan ez bosem.*

The \sacred promis” mag be similae by onc clated b
Maney Chogbeau ta Rov. Janh Spence e Stz
Intins in Kanany, 10689980 (K anear Historic Mllﬂu!‘ Vol X,
HI Amaiher tellgios piaete ity the Shivmes v

(hey were in Kansas was ohserv be women carried
oud and made & g Are. AL PUARIZRL The mer brought it
myaterios bundle and toek fram i some grest kg feaihers, The
resaed sherasines i ‘hene {puming them luno their hate o
e ususl Guatom) and sang If while they were ginging they could
hcﬂr “The Holher Spirie 3ime, thet was 4 siem the wuchd wee ot
coming b wn md u- « o

bochosen prepare ¢ the com and make the ccremontal bread
inn huh. tribal honor.
©A Bread Danee is held also in Autsmn,



Skawmee Indinn Fortivel 257

dance. In the fall dance it is the man'a time to place it on
the women (leader's) shoulders.

Who places this hoop? The last elder women on the
aeat and whoever follows hereafter and for the men it has
been the rule that the speaker or the one wha says the
+ Places tha hoop on the women's shouldera for a

e man or woman receiving this is supposed
0 83y "thank you "

nd new the making of the blessing of the hoop.
Different seeds are tied on the hoop. The hoop is mada this
way, 8a we said before. Tt should be e feet in dismeter
around. The women start the hoop in the Spring and the
e on the Fall, Mow on (ke left aide ¢ n( Ehe hoop from the
woman who starts it, there will be four grains of Tndian
corn (white) and four bundles tied with 3 white cloth four
inches square, tied on the left side of the hwp There will
be four bundies of beans; Kentucky 1 suppose.
enld be used, Tt used to be the beans ulled ing Beans”;
and on the skme side there will b four pumpkin seeda tied
in the same way, four bundles; and four cucumber seeds
tied in & bundls, four bumdles with four sceds in each
bundle end four bondles of red hemimy corn with four
graina In each bundle, tied on as the veat, in votation,

w the men will the an, Jeaving eboyt & four ineh
lce‘ a piaue of deer tail with a buckakin string and nexi a
i turkey feather and a little piece of toon
tail and a little piece of skunk tail. Now, joining up Erom
this the women tie the corn agein in the seme way as the
i med in the first atarting,
d then the men tie the deer, wild turkey feather, o
tail and skunk tail as before. Now it ia Ainished.

Now the women start sewing the foothall.® A buckskin
1a used and is stuffed with bair which they menage to kee
At all times The aize of the ball s 4 woman's hand ap;

ircle and in two pleces, and sewed with a long
buclcekm atring. the size lega than @ qurarter of an inch.

5 Bucnuse the lmlhll in uned cormmanially Lt fa taken davm
ech wowmon mnd prowrved by thy elders of the trite  Yhe bell @
L

the others The worh
it but the e Ma o kick
I e al Iefors undowny the Show ncea. bl iving i

rlyM BT At somen 4 be crippicd. A‘m, the gamo
%5 et alter the tarn 1n neeehy h\qh " the Bprim

en were altowed to rue with the ball and theow
i re mads on the game but
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The women have alsy wamen ushers who help the elder

omen in any wey neaded. Now, in pieking out the dancers:
Worten ate Supbosed to 5régare the bread (53 ol be-

fou) and it used to be that one dozen women and men wers
cheaen, and the men were to be the dancers. But now the
Indinna are getting 8o scattered out they have to miake out
with as many as we can get. The fitat four women chosen
were to make forty little breads and ane lavge hread; the
next £our women were to make thirty smal] breads and one
latge bread ; the next four women made twenty emall bresds
and ong large bread.®

The ﬁm twa women skinned and pounded their corn
and haked their bread firat in & duteh oven. The leader bakes
her bread on the gaat zide of the fire; the second one to the
Isader hakes her bread on the weat side. Before they start
o beke the breed, it is the usher's place to cook the beans
and pumpkin in a brass kettle ready to put in the cornmeal
Bread. The leadet uses beans, fhe secord ona uses pumpkin
and averyone uses beans end pumpkin. Last the elder
women bake their bread the same as the dancers.

lay of the ceremonial starts. The beef is purchased

snd the women £ook it in large brass kettles.” The dancing

leader is supgosed to cut the meat firat, shs and her helper,

d it goes on until they all take part, In the broth where

the caeat has besn eooked, dry corn of seme kind ia covked
untll tender, after the mest is taken aut.

Now, at thia time, the stamp ground is prepared. It is
¢leaned and awept by using buck bushes placed on & solid,
new-cut stick of any kind, The leeder, known as the Quaen,
marks the ground four ways. She takes the northeast
<corner and the second one [woman] sweeps the northwest
cormer; tha third one, sweepa the southesat corner and the
fourth ane sweaps the southwest corner.

OTE w womun is in the memstrusl period, she may not help in
the propacation of the boowd, pley (o o ot Same or v Satee
grounds during thy mu
" The kittles wte muspended over the fr by ccremonially-tut
potex mbrengthenod by wild gray vlnn 'ru wrltzr was not permitted
0 Shatagraph the ecnphie whire Ln cockced. In the ohden
dayn the raeal was nEl‘il!zd By lb!tLl[lP{hulen Ilul\uri
Nency Chouteau in the aceount by Rev. Spencer (Kansaa Historical
Collegtions op. eft.} “Tn the Fall of each year a certain mllnhr af men,
fire I believe, a7¢ sent out un & bunt. They atay three days., On
the third dey, when they are retorning, snd sre noar enough to
Beard, they fre theiz gune wnd the man nd women i ceme ge out
et Ehim T, B are Szhe o thelt boraes sad et tn
et wigwamn te rent. The in voal i o
3, Jtaves hiving heen apresd an the. graund frac. They
@ of breed '{:\ ich has been made of while corn pounded

have also
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The men ushera ¢all out for the wamen to bring in the
breed. The Quesn, the woman head daneer, goes and aprendy
a tablecloth on the center of the stomp ground where the
bread will be plased. The small krerds are spilled in the
center; the large breads are placed by the ushera on the
northeast corner, The women dancera march in from the
south side. The Queen places her bread by thet of the
dancing leader and then on dawn with the other women,
where they make a U tuen and go to their seats,

The women and the ushers help the elders in every
way, as told by tha eldsrs. New the men ushers hring the
mat that hes been enoked and place it near the weat side of

breed. New everyane is seated. The public also is
mvn.ed 1o be sented.

dvum s painted eriaoross and .n Amlmd wn:h

Indlan paint and the speaker Tises and tella the ¢
Jindly tell the singers to sing for them when it is t‘hair
turn to gence. Now they start dancing. The women
dance lhree tlmu llone. and the men dance three times. The
women posite nes when the men dsnce, snd
the lamt Gance Iz taied the “pumpkin dence.” Men and
women dence side by side, another men and woman ate
chosen to lead this last dance.

Now the dance ceremoniea sre over and the spenlier
says the vitual prayer. He saye;

ot e are throurh with hese iremorial decea. Our ulder

mothor wormen wa RIA they are able o carry Bhis throuch e
God wnd Grandmeother wn uld have it to bc, =y are e
us this way. looking o moll and streng And we

mt the besns wa plant, for them. to grow an

A fhare 11 tha sumpkin o be blemsed 1o grow and beur wlenl-
£ul wnd sproad out ha vines bemutifully, and thers is the cucomber
for it o o nd aproad sat 13 vines wnd beat plentiw, and thare
[2"ihe miikmcion for 3 k6 grow nd sprea sat its wincs sid bewr
plum.rnl

To Hess the unlmale, they shuuld, graw strong, sad, beautitul
and bear plentihul, A o Thender, Gods tn give un
raln svezy oo aften ta Tnaisten. the £ grunnﬂ e i e trors b b
b strang and large  And mow we nsk Eest, Weak,
Eoath wnd Norths and TuvL sepwemrire here e Aok that fhe e
b taken befors’ God and Grammother. When they laoked ‘ove
theae wordy they gave us their blessings and said, “That s the ey
i aal) e, aa g Shidren hava wakeds

an nl’hr the speaker sits down he rives again and
£ wa have our suppers we will dance for joy to-
A The fuud ia then passed around.
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And from the beginning a thought has been arranged

abl £ Tureiah, the corn, 1 bellove taly part was toft ou,
Alao, after the bl gume they come back and danco a set or

Another part that wes left out sbove: The next morn-
ing after the dancers are elected, the men gather at the
stomping ground at daylight and start s fre with a fint
totk and dotty out of old waod,

A spesker should speak in the night dence after about
the fourth set and say we are so glad that all of you aze here
to help u3 in thia dance and we ask you to apeak 3 few worda
for the good of the order that each of you be careful, for we
are not here for any foolishness and we don’t want ta ses
anyone get in teauble in any wey but to ehjoy vourselves
‘while you sre here. Try end keep an even mind and do not
lose your self-control; for we meke our own happiness or
unhappiness as we abey or disobey.

Now far the Greencorn Dence. It is held just when
mna: everyone that plants the Indian carn is ready, that is,
i8 in Toasting ears, in July or August. Women and
men just & few, et Logether and have a council and set the
date 1o eamp and the day to dunce, and to talk shout the
vegatables ua to wha can bring different vegetables auch s:
rosating ear corn, bemng, cudwrmbers, ete. Anyone that
wishes to donate these may do g0, (Watermelons are accept-
eble aleo.)"

The ground ia prepered the same wa for the Bread
Deance and collections are asked with which to buy beaf,
Four men and four women are selecied to dance, end [from]
any clan. Three or four dances are sung for each, At the
pumphin. dance food la Flaced in the conicr on # tblecloth
and then the dance s eal ts ordar &nd the prayer iz
said, thanking God for everything that has been raised to
eai, that hee been mentioned in the Bread Dance. Only
meat and vegetakles are used in thia dance.

Now for the Fall Eread Dance. It should be held on
the first day of Qctober. To eamp & week before to pick the
dancers is necessary. It is the same sa the Spring Bread
Danee extept the men take the lead when to council and

TTarn Dance: no ane waa sllowed to une sny carn even from hi
s per outhorily was given. When the com w
dvanced !or e e dats of the foaa and danee was el
Thi oal highty e pence fexi ]
EBIWH!QL \' ry}{ pcrly [ m!‘ht be nﬂed e feast of Ilw At
frat intarical Collections, op cit.
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everything clse. They tis the hoop first and the W
ful]uw It ie honoreble to be ushers and to help lhe e]derl
in many says.

In the Fall they do not play football but they play the
Indian Secd gsme. Women. play sgainst the men.



