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MALMAISON TORAY
By George H. Shirk
Greenwood, Miskissippi, holds a place of apeeial impottance
in Ue history 6/ Oklahorna. There was Jocaced the magnilieens
jef Graemwood LaFiore of the Choe.
taws. Althaugh he himaelf did not migmle to Oklahoma, his name
and treditlen loom high in this State

Greenwoad LePlore was bam in the year 1800 at LeFlmn
BluH, then a ent of importance located near
Jacksn, Mississippl, Fia parents were Lovis LaFlore, of Frosch
Canadien extrection who hud risen to a oosition of eminence
within the community, and Rebecon Cravel, the daughter of g
prominent_ Choclaw-French family. They named their child
Greenwaod after o sea captain and long-time friend of Lowis
LeFlaze.

When young Greenwaod was at Ihe ape of twelve, Major
Dionley, Lhe contractor for fhe mail roule along the Natchez
Trace, took an interest in his Drogress and persunded his parents
10 allow Donley 1o take the boy to Nushville for his education.

electzd Chief of the Northwest Dislrict in 18261 On Mamh 16,
1830, he was elected to Lhe newly created post of Chiel of the
entire? Nation,

Greenwood LeFlore was married three times, His firal wife

wap Resa Donlcy, the. davghter of his childhood bonelaetor. His

second wits was Elizabeth Coody, daughler of the noted Ghero-

kee, William Shorey Caody.* Priscilla Dunley, & sister of Rosa,
s the hird wile.

Tn 1825, LeFlore built 8 tame dwelling on lend granis he he:
had secured near Williama Landing, a seltlement. on the Y
River in Misiasippi. The selllaraan, named for Jahn itk
had come inta early praminence fallowing the treaty of Dancing
Rabhit ka (1&90; as & shipping point for the expanding
cotlon indust
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Due to o disagreement with some of the shippers at William,
Landing resulting in the damage of some of his cotton through
exparurs o [he weather, Greenwood LeFlore decided b egtoblisl
it own Inncling Tacililies hree. miles up. the Yanoo River itom
Williame Landing, There he ssiablahed Paint L<Flate, and
conatruetad a cinder raagdway from his rapidly growing estates
to the landing docka, Amh tious for the mecess of Point LeFlore,
the Chief eslablished at this place, s church, school, hotel, g
beickyard and saw mill, He placed the entire enterprise. under
the superviston of Ely Walles. his brother in-lov.

Point LeFlore, probably due lo disactoous overfiews of
the Yaz00, was nat to survive: nd now sll thet remains to tell
of its past imporlance iz a bistorieal merker. In an irony of fate,

s Lan wrow and eventually absorbed
the remm:nn aciinity of Point Liflore. Au theus 1o Tecons:
., however, the cxpanding Williams Landing, upon incor.
poration, adupid the pame of Greenwoad.

The mansion was built in 1854 in accordance with phns
prepared for Chiel LeFlore by James E. Harris, an Esstern
architeet whose wark had caught the fancy of the Indian leader,
Hartis later became a son-in-law of Chiel LeFlore, LeFlore kid
alweys been an admirer of the Bonaparte fomily, end o he
slocted <he_name of one of Josophine Bonaparie's homes,
“Malmaizon,” us the name for his own hom:

Upoh_ihgliry at Greenwood in 1962, the County Seat of
LeFlore County, Missimippi. it wes lesrned that the site of
Malmaison is in fact in Careall County, the adjcining county lo
the east, and that the road from Greenwood to Malmaison is
now samewhat cireuitous. Inslructiony received irom the LeFlare
County Sheriff, George Smith, proved sdequate. Driving north
from Greenwond on Stile Highway Mo, T for approximately 3%
miles a latge Fll and bridge over Big Sand Creek is resched:
& few hundred feet fariber north is an unimproved road 1o the
tight. On this road after several miles, tall TV or radio towers
are passed; and alter the third tower is resched, approsimately
615 miles from the tumofl irom State Highway 7, an even les
improved rosd is found making a sharp. elmest hairpin, tum
s the right. This wae at one time the entrance road to Mal-

Lec [ Langley, “Malrslion, Putnee in o Wildorness,
of Gmml Greenwood LeFlore.” Chrohilales of Qklakoma, Wal. V. Nn 4
{December, 4. o, 40, 430 1, worihy of ante In this Centennieh
Comaemarn tan. pertad of the Clvll War that Cluel ﬂr:ch LaFlor
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maoon. Alter a drive of @ mile or oo, fwo lange brick columes
may be neen These wara the origi ml entianct columns to the
grounds and served as the main gate to Malmaison end ite
gpacicus lewn until the destruction of Ihz home.
Mslmaison was destroyed by lire on the evening of Match
51, 1942. At that time, (e premises et remained in the LeFlare
s‘nmnly #nd Malmaison was then pecupied by Mrs. F. R, Moat.
end Miss Florency Ray, both granddaughters of Green-
LeFlore, A defective Mue was believed respansible and
within houss the structure was & w18l los. Today the surraund-
jng brush end undergeowlh have again reclaimed everything and
cnly & few piles of brick and rubble remain.

_ The pragarty is nw owned by Clludl: Shook of Chnrlc!'.un.

the north gide of Big Saxld Cneek wlth lt least & hall m:le cl
tartile botiom land ulretdlmg r some dm.nm between the
home s the sleeam. The pi ATE I by Booker
Qreen tRoute 2, Box m Carrvllwn. lelblppl! who lives
ina nemrby eottage. He is extremely proud of his two deughters

now serving in the Peace Corps: and so shares his visitors® lime
il 10 g of the past history of the place with the aceorplich-
ments of his daughiers.

The old LeFlare house was a fine example of modified
colonia] erchitecture. The main part of the building formed 1

-south hall meagured 50 x 20 feet while
the cioss hal] wag 55 X 11 feet in slze. Euch had double doars
10 feet in height, 6 feet wide, and over 2 inches thick, and opened
nto four scparale porticos. On the northsest eide of the central

ouse Wit an ell extension, can
terigth, The aecond fMoor plan waa the same aa the flaar betow,
opening on four halconics surrounded by wrought iron balus:
Irades, The ceilings of the baltorios wete finished with the ssre
Plxul.mng as the inleriur

rooms in the house. Eleven of them con-
v i of bl Tt e Toa ke dears oo

190m measured 10 feet in beight

For entertaining, the main dining rosm on the first floor was
Elto used or dancing, while refreshmonls were served in other
Towa. The Kitchen wos outside, in the style of the time, con-
Técted with the house by & narrow covered psllery 60 faet in
lerigth, Sepnnlz buildings included two carriage hauses and n
#oke house, The serventa quariers were some distance In the
Rrth, with the stable sl fariher vy

T The furniture was of gold leal covering French hickory,
® atylz: wag of the Louls XIV peried, with upholstery of
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crimean gilk broade damask. The window cornices were of gold
Jeaf correzpanding with the style of the lurniture, with draperiey
ail of huaV}' silk Gamask In the same design 43 the upholslery.
Over the marble mantle in the parlat was e lacge mirror meusur:
ing v & x 5 feel, with a clock and candelabra of brass and

. The clock depicted 8 crusader an horsebeck wilh epear
;.mtad to attack, The candelabre depicled soldiers supparting
elusters of feur<edis, with each holding nine candies.

After the firs, the home was described in the Greemvifle
ress:

Mt o te rurnisnings wers braught trom France. The sbvar, glnss
In sels of twelve dozen

cred

St benUllful TUrrars, abies, Targe (O pasker Becs of resemodd Wi
Olk ang calin canopies and iour tapemiey curlaing depioing Che four
plices of Napalean Bnd Josephine— toud.
ind Fonkaineblen The furnishings Tere intame 1o e entessatmeernl
of 200 FueK: 4t @ 1

MNearby the site of Malmaison i the Tamily burial plot
New overgrawn and dillicult 1o locate, the headsione of cme of
the great Chiefs of Ui Choctaws, sheire how ameng the under-
b, in ts way telle of gotater days for i tibe and fines
days for the spot. The headstone

Greenwood LeFlors
Bor, Juie ird, 1800
Died August 21st, 1865
The last. Chief of the Choctaws
st of the Misaissippi
Time has chliterated even the site of Malmaison, but the
l-ndmnn (<l this besutifal o] rosidence Jives oocurely iz the
Choctaw Mation of Indians.







