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HOUR OF REMEMBRANCE,”
DKLAHOMA MEMORTAL ASSOCIATION, 1863

By H. Milt Phi *

Today we _mcel hete to honor thase who have made out-
saading contcbuions o our preat Sate of Oklabors, The
ma Mem: msaciation makes a splendid contribution
bty through your dedicated efforla to keep the
rich traditions, the cultuesl heritage, ol our Qkiahoms. Yau
rewsrd with generous recognition, individual effort of our citizens
who canbrlbute @ our eanoric, profestional and eultural growth
85 the years rall by.

We pay specific tribute loday to the late U, S, Senator,
Robere 5. Kerr; Goneral Patrick Hurley; John Porter; and Mra.
Virgil Browne.

The lnte Senator Robert 8, Kerr: Oklahorna Jost a netive
son whose “Land, Wood, and Water" program will Hve for
centuries. Senstor Kerr’s confribution to Oklahoms's veterens,
state gevernment, and to the natien 8 one of the moat distin-
suished of any native son

Genersl Patrick J. Hutley proved to the world (hat an
Oklahote boy eéould come from the coal rmm of this atata
and rise to the highest pasition in govern: The driving
force which Pat Hyrley demonsteated all his Ilfe has rontributed
to the "image” of Cklahoma throughaul the nation and to the
world, Cklahoma lost & devoled son when Datrick Hurley passed
to hit teward.

dobr Forter was one ol those Oklahomans whose cenbri-
bution to the economic wellare was over and sbove moab of
those in hia profession. A newaman and an aslute busincssman,
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John Poriat was ever ready to contribute his abilikies and talents
Io his community and to his fellow Oklahomans We huve a
etter ewomamy and a botler state because Jobn Portr labored
and served hes
v],-..J Browne, thut ditinguished mather, homemaker,
rbuted to the culture of Oklahoma &s
perhaps o ather imTividual has contributed She, her lomilg, and
her ]-ynl iriende mede sc many contributions because of her
spirazn, o ledershi, that 1wl e mpossbie o e
erate sl of them hare

Wo alio honot those many fine Oklahomans who belongad
ta tis elte b choioe_who came here 1o betler wilze Shelc
fatents and &b 10 reap for themselves the bonelits which
e ndividunl <Mort could Provic in 8 newt frontie elate,

Muny of the au!.whandlnl amonx ume zens have their
names petianently inseribed guighed Hnnnr
Roll you provide, Qklahoma's Hnll ul Fime’ We
are many whe also terved—who also contributed —whese namz!
we never knew nor will ever know. We honor them, to, in this
brief Memaorial Service today,

This week it han been my privilege 1o attend here in dur
Capital City Iwa statewide meetings. Both of those meatings
had as their primary objectives the development and improve-
ment of Oklshoma's commerce and industry. Their concern wag
aur econamic growth end well-being,

and b

‘The men and women from all secliony of Qllahoma attend-

meetinge were dedicaled in their ellarts fo boild 2

}n:szr and a beller coonomy for Oklal inly we can

egres thoss objectiven are laudable, Theic Elfur e you and

e (he amsurance our children and grandchildren will enjoy a
bcl!er Oklahoma ouer the years nhead.

e Oliphome Memorial Assaclation hetd lts annual

when the fofpwin:

re_honorees and inducted formylly with riwslistic program
ints “Oklghoma's Hall of Fame': Major Gorden Geoper. Astronsut.
%‘:HM [ T,

homa D
Brealdany ‘of the OKlshoma Ménkral Assoclitied, Ada; Dt mu
Henoreke, Presldent of the Universly of Tl Tt Ths firsd i
hems Hall of Fame Bonqust” keld [0 1928 commelnort
Satehood Day, Ravember e by e OFiaNoma Memona) moanion
OTERniIsd by Mra Anna B. Hon on September 31, 1931, The "Hall of
Tame Banals” has veen beld annually under the snershn of Mr
Horn, and inis eveny sith the *Hour of Remembrance Brogram”
In (he motRIng of the sime dky GogélBer muked A QuUIALAOAING wm-
emoration In Olahoma —Fd
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Today, you and I came together on an entlrely different
migsion, We are here 1o honot the Memory of men
who have contributed over and above the wll of duty in the
d.:’velopmcm of our Oklahoma, The conlribulions of
v txday were not solely in the fields of economic develop-
mm. although that was important o a growing and develop-
ing
The contributions which were made by the men and women
we hanor here loday were in the fields of literature, the arts, in
the Humanities—in the eultural wellbeing of a great. state.
Down through the centuries of hislary it has heen the humanities
which have left that indelible m-rk “ipon any nation, wpon Amy
people. Nol alone, of course, but predominantly, the cullural
altninments have ranked g3 the most important lm!urcs of my
eiviliaation history records. That is why we here today
the miny nowmnllzhmmtz of the specitic individuals am'l lhg
‘whosa names we do nol. know—the aceomplishments
o ‘w:ldmg a aound economy, ae well as the accomplishments
in the culbural liglds.

May we, fur just & moment, make s camparieon whith we
believe is significsnt lodsy. We would spesk of evenls with
which all af yz ﬂ"! more or less familipr. Week hy week and
wonth by manty we are veniinded of the progress being neade
by dictator nations, The progress of malions living under the
iton fisl of communism glves much of the free world eoheom.

It is here we would begin the comparisons. The progress
of which we tead 30 much in the dictalor nations, ¥ in the
fields of teehmology, of science, and, yes, in space, Much of that
progress we must admit i related direolly Lo war and the
tary.

In accomplishing the many successes In technological lields,
the Rumiars, lor fnsiance. have developed o suscesiful ystem
of &d “Thia Russian edueational system we have heard so
:-nur.-h abwl is devoted entirely to the technical, the ecanomic—
alinost none of it to the FHumanities,

We hear many people @y, we mugl attempt to mateh [he
Russian sucational system. Many citizens of the free warld
sre alarmed at the progress boing mads by the diclatorships in
the fieldn of technicel education. The diclators wha keep thelr
pecple enalaved behind an iron curtain are straining every muscle
o build greater war machines—bigger space wehicles—become
more proficlent as astronauts,

Just a few days ago I had the privilege of heating a distin.
guished educatar—an economist—u Doctor on the facully of
one of our great Universitien in Oklahama. He msid the Soviet
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Onion 35 making tremendous progresa in the fields of technology.
Bot the Russian rulers fear for their people o study the Hu-
menities. They want the people of the Scviet Union to know
thing of the culfure, the economic mell-being, the living stan-
durds of fres people ‘of (e world,

The Soviet Union and ita satellite nalionz want their pecple
Lo Wnow nothing of the culture of gther nationa of the world
They want, the. people of (he ensleved nations to know nothing
of the Bible. And therein lics the Achilles Hoel of the dictalor
nations, this distingulshed edutator believes.

What do these things I have recounted here have to do with
our ascemblying here taday? 1t has this, 1 believe—and I hope
you agree--that today we honor those whose ontributiona were
far beyond the economic betterment—the material improvement,
the mililary accomplishment. We henor here loday men ond
wornen who knew the culture of their own pesple and the culture
of other people of fhe warld. ¥ 2 honer men and women W
knvw and appreciated the freedom and the dignity of the
individual,

8o, 1 presume upon your {anc o mnkc thls ovmpuﬂliﬂ"
becaute il gives greater stture to those
io thelr secomplishments and their Wwirnls nnd (Ilrlr lblhllc!.

We hohor those who have made contribulions in the pre-
fessions, in lha field of literature, in all of these vaet flelds we
call the Humanities. And we henor (hose whe have made, and
helped Lo preserve, the history of thia great State of Oklahome.

“Thase we hanor were the leadcrs in developing the eronomsy,
the professlons and, the culture of this state. For this we must
be forever grateful. We must impart to finse who come aftar
ue & deep appreciation for a1l the things these men and women
have done for ve—the herllage they Tofe us,

We must [nstill in our children and In our grandshildren
an gnpreciation for those intangibles as well as the langibles
which have made Oklshoma a fine state, & proud state, a
happy state.

Unlike the dictator nations, we pey tribute to fhoss who
made contributions to our spiritual wellare, And unfike the
Soviet Union we honor those who make mmnbuunm which
werve the Individual, the family ard not akine the s

Thess are the things on which my thaughta dudl (hic day
because here another day shall come and another shall stand
shere I stand ngw, and others phijtvieh you sit naw_ Thay,
103, will pay tribute to thase who have made a great Oklahoma.
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And among those who will be hanored on that tomorraw
il be those whom we honor in the flesh tonight—those whom
e honat who ak OUt aver out stabe and thelt nawes are tn-

we honor them because of the contri-
butions they have made ta the titizenry and to the free insti
tutians of 4 great state.

To tach of those who sbood where T stand now and to sach
of thosa who sat whece you sit now, to all who have paid tribubs
&nd who have honored their fellow men and women for accam-
plishments. in all the fieldn of human worth, human endeavar,
et un this day pay tibute and humoly xpress & appraciation
for the herilage they have lef: us.

To each of thooe who gave unceltishly yesterdny, and are
honored here today, we mmust credit with much of the accom-
Dlishments and pehievements of tomorrew

To thote who heve snswered the “Final Call" and n.nd hy
our Maater's side, may we say humbly and gratefully,
you for that wonderlul yesterday, which gives us h m.i..y,
and holds our hopes for an even greater tomormow.” May the
souls of all rest in Peace, filled with thr knowledge lhn we
wha are yet here remember and appreciate them and what they
did, and today hold them in Reverance and Appreciation.




