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THE LOCATION OF THE BATTLE OF
ROUND MQUNTAINS
By Angic Drbo*
Sreor Note
Readera: Pleste note that the Board of Directors of tha
Oklahoma Historical Society has never at any lime indicated
ita officia] determination of where it believes the batile to have
taken place but this article ia presentzd in a spirit al reflecting
both sides of & meriorious historical tesearch by eminent hin-
torlans— The Publication Commities.

Tn 1948 en article by the present writer appesred in The
Cheanicles of Oklchoma under the title, “The Site of the Battle
of Round Meniain, 161" I¢ had been prepared at the requent

of the Pg ty_ Mistarical Socisty and presented all the
data bearing an the location of the battlefield that had beent
uncovered up to that time, Since that writing, additionsl evidence
han been collecled, £nd at the request of the same wciety this
secand article hes been submitted b bring the investigation up
to date.

The mein events in this first campaign of the Civil War

in Oklahoma bave long beon known. Tn the sumner of 1881
the Creeks [irough their constitutional goyernment, with Moty
jo a6 heir elected chicfa, made an allianee

with the Conlederscy. About fourieen hundred of their men

leadter {ipothle ¥ahala remained loyal In the Union and prepared
to sbandon Cweir country. Thoy butchered eattle and bogs,
drying the beel and cooking down the pork, gathered thelr swect
polatoes and com, ml]a:ted their }muaeh-lr] possecions, and
ounded up their ormed mobilization camps
in their settlements, wh!ch :venmally jeined lo form a long
mmg of wagona and hords of Torscs and catle moving towarda

orth. They were atlacked three Limes by the Canlederates.

writer wishes 0 express appreciaskn to the Parme Coun
‘Fistorira] Eoclcty and o the Qklahoma HRiatarkcal Sncln, for phota-
graphic coplea of GHENA) dotUMERte used ) This

1A0gS Debd, “Tha Sita of the Batlle of !Lmzml Knunl-lln 1“1."
Zhe Chrmiter of GHiarom, Yol. TUVIT, 1o 3 Gummer {0
167-208. The original Htle carricd the name, "Round Mountaing,”
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Zocation uf Battle of Reund Mountaing H

In the last batfle, fought on December 26 in Uw Csage hills north
of Tulsa, they were completely routed. They abandoned (heit
yamseasions and fled over the snow to Hanms.

According to all the official records the frst battle was
fought on Nevember 19, Ita localion has long been uncertain.
It is well establlshed that tha Union Crecks mmm[ up from the
eouth had encamped on the north side of the Red Fork (Cimar-
ron} and that the Canfederates followed their trail and stincked
em there, The engagement was relerred to by the Unicn forcs
as the Battle of Red Fork, by the Southernera es Round Moun-
taing or Round Mountain,! The name “Red Fork” derives from
the river, and might have becn any point on its course. There
was 1o “Red Fork Settlement” nor any specific loctlity hfy lhul

name, There ere strang indicationa that “Roun:
or "Round Mountain® waa a recognized place name. Hut whm
wag it?

Calonel Dauglas H. Cooper, former United Statea agent o
the Chactaws end Chickasaws, was the Confederate commander.
He had six companies from a Choctaw-Chicknsw tegiment of
mountad rifles, a detachment of Tews caviley, the Creek regi-
ment, and the Creek-Semincle battalion. We have the following
olficial reparts of the engagement: by Coaper, a fimt drft. writ-

commandir
contingent, written November 20; by Capuin M. J. Brinson,

mmanding
Captain R. A. Young, commanding a Chootaw-Chickassw cam-
pany. dated November 305

Thete acoounts must be accepted. They ara elear and plain
and heve every appesrance of accurmcy and integrity, and they
e in complale Rermany with wch ather. Even if one ooild

pable of migrepresenting or concealing facta,
it is unliinhanls Gal a1 these officers were so dlshanest. They
may be summarized bricfly:

Cooper was lollowing Opolhle’ Yahols'a trail “with varied
Prospects of ccess” untit November 19, when “some of the

2°The historian will be remninded of the Northern Antlstam and
the Sowtharn Sherpstirg, the Morthern Eul Run and the Bouthern
Mannzns.

3, Casper's lrst dratt end Guastels rport (mlh we or ors pawry
mislnig) arm in thy Wallona) Arehives, Tar Depastmant, Coleotlen of
Gonfed:race Recards, pawle tesors, i Tty Rk, Mo

I, Record Ciraup Ko 16, nereafior gled sy Naonal frerives o5, Record
Groil 10 DhohEAEIe copn Areth . COletch af e Pupes
County Histerical Bociey, hereaticy clisd g3 poms, Callseen. Ty

e we ha B
St Taserda ot 1he nton wnd Coniadesate. Avedin Fi Beries,
Vol VI, pp. 515, hereafler clied as Officicl Records, Vol
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SITE OF THE BATTLE OF ROUND MOUNTAINS
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Map submitted by the Payne Courty Historical Soslety,
under the esplion “8ite of the Baitle of Reund Mountains”
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disaitected party were ssen and & few prisoners tsken” From
D-m he leprned that fhe enemy wes mear the Cimarren, or
had been there “withi v or bwo.” He crossed the river and
“pushed, rupidly rurwnrd i bia drait report e Iraoics, ol
though be does mot clearly state, [hat he had already
I.he um by Tabowt 3 aciock P AL when he “ecame smlisfisd
waa near, and accordingly pus:.ed rapidly fur—
rd“l AL shout four niclock ha discaversd camp smohes 3
frant and saw enermy scouts “at various points.”

The Texans charged this cimp and found it sbundonod—"the
enemy having fled at our appraach.” said Quayle. They pursued
the fupitives “at a brisk gallop” ebeut bvo miles. Then Quavle
sent & detachment “fo scour & point of Limber
right, thinking the enemy might be there concealed
of his command under Capiains Brinsan, C. S. St
elhers continued the putwt, “About 4 miles 1o the North Enst”
ey found the main body nf the enemy “strongly posted" in the
imber skirling a creek” When ey reached this encampment
they were tired upon—“about sunset” maid Brinson. They stood
and fought T a fime; then, when 1 became Apparent fhat the
enemy was atiempling to outflank and surround ihem, they
retreated towards the main Confederate position, both sides
kaepin; up & congtant fire.

per meanwhile, 6s soan as he heard the firing, ardered
the C‘J!MIAWE and Cluchnlm 1o edvance to Quayle's uuulanoe
The Texans relrealed “nearly (wo miles,” said Quayle, “some
245 miles," said Brinson, when they met Coopor with thea
actaw-Chickasaw reinforcements. “A few Creeks” elio joined
them * The reinforcing troaps did not meet the retreating Texans
directly but passed t2 their left 50 that the two lines averlapped
somewhat, By fhis tme It was very derk 3o that it was im-
possible to distinguish the Texans from their pursuers; I:ul
Cooper's eide called across and wes answered by the crack of
enemy rifles. (Qne detail suppli!d by Captain Young: “I'hz
was on {ire at my right [i, e, £ast]” apparently sat by
pothie Lanala's warriora s A “short at sy conflict- took
nhﬂ— “ifteen minules,” was Young's estimate. Then the enemy
led. Cooper sent some Choctawe end Texans “lo examing
lhe ravine in front and gn the fanks,” but it was found fhat the
Union Creeks had withdrawn in the ion of their camp.

These are the sole military movementa of whirh we have

4 ThEre b same Testan thal st ths late date the tribal

authoritley were trying to perstisde (hele estranged brethren o relorn

Tiome and submit to the canstitutionsl gavmment, In @ ltiér, which

wlll bt prosented leter, Moty Canard and Echo Herie informed Chiet

Toh R of the Cherokers Cint ~Om i evening befare the baliie Eeho
HaTlo e e UAIC GEps DD <anvected dth M-

these leaders had shown 1 fendency Lo aet Independently of Cooper
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any recard; and AW ll'.emlll to construet a different battle
Plcture muat be rel

Immedistely nﬁer dayll(ht the mead momicg e Conted:
erateq entered ihis camp and found that the enemy had "sre-
Ciptately Shandoned I, leaving bohind Use chialo buggy. 17
wagons, flowr, eugur, ooffeq, aalt, &, besides many cattle 'and
pories” They alse lound ¥ field of graves in and pear” thia
encampment: and it is t they soma_or
perbaz all, of the bodies, ap;n en |y to delermine whether
Faderal aganté were_operating with Opothle Yahola® (In ane
grav they reporied finding yoven whi me, Sncludin e sho
had lived saveral years in Kansas.} cxamination they
estimated that miore than filty of g i) party had been
Killed, Tn his draft report of November 25 Cooper gave an exact
figure, eixly-three; but in his final report aiter he had had an
opportunity ko question prisaners at the clase of the campaign
he st the number of killed and weunded ot 110, His owm loss
@3 one oliicer and five men Willed, four wounded, and one
¢ s Captain Stewart, he lingered until

Chochw-Chwhmw contingent wounded.
e Texane <l v e powder flask

The only known newspaper accoun ol the battle contributes
o sdditiongl informafion except 4 octial sentficio of the
white men whese body was found in Opoihls Yahols's camp.
Said the Fort Smith News of Noverber 30:°

“Col. Cooper kas kad a [light with Opotbleyohole'a lorce
and Kanwas Jayhakers, and Kiled wine sixty of the. Foue

9f Cal. C's command were K hn.d - ook placs o Red | Powk

It commenced at dark,

about &0 lmi.unl and Jayhnwloeu lnund kllled 111; body Df a
brother of John W. Taylor, merchant of the Crock Nalion found
among  them, —Seventeen wagons taken, with collle, sugar,
coflce, e

Tn 1875 —lews than fourteen years after the batfle—the Paw-
nees came from Nebeasks and eettled on 4 ressrvation rat in-
ciuded the orea twenty miles snst of Selwmler, whece to
emooth, rounded, gromscovered hille now known ns the Twi
Mounds rise conpiceously above the lave] gronnd marth, of the
Cimarron. Four and. one-hell miles northeast at an old ford on
Salt Creek in the soultweslern eomer of the presant Pawnee

+Thc (nformation wboub the graves eomes from QuAYIS Tepert,
L Tois T, s coms £ e By S4te Jeoryet (ke ks
Deﬂmhn‘ 5, 1831, I‘..Ihrlry of Congreas fllea. The Lrader mentlened here
akmost esrtalnly 3. W, Taylor, & Whlte Tan wha had eperated &
iy rarinerdnlp wiin Cnothle Tahola,
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County” they found fmprensive remaing of an wbandoned eantp.
As B7-yesr-old Thomas Prakt described them in & swom state-
ment® in 1948, there were “various iron pieces?” mich e “parts
of stoves, wagan irans, cooking thinga,” and “similar things for
about 1& mile sauuwvuré from the recky ford elong the north
9ide of the ek Fo fementberod thal his unle, Litte Chiel
oyt fight that hed cecu
peopl who hed the wagans and aimp uung e
X Io the south—lighting sll the way to o e ol branch
Tocted on the north side and at the base of the Twin Moun
Other Pawnees have similar braditions. They are mat feril
ith th bisarical RackgreundLitly Chief in fct got bis infor
mation fram some of the Tndians who
Eut iy sceount comeiden surprisingly with Cooper's g
report,

Major Eduoed slsle Boumen, United Statze et to the
Pewnees, connected this Tndlan e known fnct
of Cpothle Yahols's eaodus. W B Lol e avirwanta
married Bowman'a daughter, came to the reservation in 1880
to tale charge of catile iraued o the Pownees, At the Salt Creek
location he found “many pieces of broken wagans, metal tires
used on wagons, metal romess bugkley, sieces of brokon dichen

and pattery,* iron cooking ubersile, Indian bows and arrows,
bones amparently of human belnge," and numerons other aticles,
and between this place and the Twin Mounds a fow of mch
articles were found.” He teported to the agent, who instructed
bim o buey the bones and pather up < wagon and of the feons

e v & Goverment blacksmith shop at the agency;
e e voting smplayec 8 story —eomevhel Inatcunads
in detail—af Opothle Yahold's exedus and of the baitle.

When the while settlers come to the region in the “Run”
of Septenber 16, 1633 they found the seme tradition. Tt was
frequently mentioned—with even greater naccuracy—in the
rawapapers of the periad, Tupteal ie an atticls in the Okfehama
swu Senlmel published at Stillwater, in the e of July 12,

¢ Twin Mounds arc extride e 2, etween dectons 1¢ and
RSE; the ford s in NTX sec. 3, TIOH, RS
Lty Thoman Praid, Apeil 18, T4, Thls
Colle<thin hiad & geat mmy 3 ach SLghtaeE, XPLh 1o TAEK of Tpace
Rt be presented
#Thls &, oth n:mum: refersmses to paitery” In chase iakemvents
spparently sefer to ctookery, not Indian
= possbds it irese wers Wz 3nes. It 15 net known
whzﬂunu»cn nfederatos reburied the bodien they exhumed.
| FCRE, Calleeion, ATdAVIY by ANt W, Lithe. tom o7 Whliaim
B Luge, dorh 29,
A Hempayer i the possesclan af Robert B, Cunningham, Stillwater,
ol
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“Hew many people in Payne county know Ut during the
rebellion a batde was fought In this counly. 1t oucurred in the
caslem part of Pawnee townarip, not far from the Twin Mounds,

s betwaen shout 2000 renegades and & vegiment of Texas
mn!!m who were attempting 1o capture and return the she-
daddlers to Teras. The troops overiook the Mecing colomma,
when a batile ensued, but (he flecing party succeeded in eacaping
1o Blackbear, where they fortified themselves and repulsed the
pursuing party a little later on. For a number of years aiter the
fight Indians pitked up articles cast away by the refugees, and
since the settlement of Cklehoma, wegon tires and [mgments of
wagans have been found on the site of the battle

A still mose incosticate account was published in the Cashing
Herald, June 11, 1387:1)

“The battle of Twin Mounds, Payne County, fought near
the close of the war between Texea Rangers and some
m, when, ahaub thints mere Ailled and woended, was ot 9
much a_skinmish between Unionists and Rebels as between
certain Texas cattlemen who were trying ta recapture Lheir large
mumber of steers that had heen conliscated by g band from same.
where up north, The baltle put a 810p ta oocutional wholesale
slcaling of large herds of marketable beefs.”

“The only remnant of fect that ean be discerned in this
account is that the Union party was driving cattle and was pur-
sued by Texang. It i of course complelely contrary to histarical
knowledge to sty that Northemn men invaded Tzna and drove
ng the war.1' These newspaper
c3, were nfamiligr with dian Tmllnry hia-
tory, But their frequent if distorted mention of the battle indi-
cates the persislence of the local tradition. This was sliong
=nough to give the name, “Battle Ridge.' 1o a pioneer schoal
a localion that exsetly fils the lerrain of the last sharp con-
, @ praitie two milea south of the Salt Creek ford with small
erecks north, cast, and west—Cooper's “ravine in fronl and on
Ganks.”

Joseph B. Thoburn unouestionably drew on thia tradition
when at the time of stalehood ke wrote the frat hulnry M
Oldahoma; for he localed the battlefield as “Probably
the present limits of Pawnee or Payne countiee” '+ Then in M

7+ Quated by Murkl 3, Welght, “Golonel Goopar's Ciell r Report
oo the Battle of Raund Mountain,” The Chronices of Oklahama, Vol
J00AX, Ho. 4 CWinler, 1891-@}, p. 395,

1 Sa  Bvefi Dals, The Rege Cullls indusiry Qlormar,

0304, PP, r Coi Confoy (Hormin, 843, 9p. -6 far this
period In "n r:lﬂln Industry

7% Jowph, B. Thoburn and Lowar M. Holtamb, A Hutory o1 Oia-

home {Bsn Pranclsco, 1008y, p. 52n
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Anmie Helcioe Abel, drawing entircly on documents in Govern-
ea, published the first of her three great volumes
an the Civil War jn the Indian Territory, Here's she reproduced
& map drawn by Special Indian Agent John T. Cox and enelosed
in & report be sant from Fort Gibeon Macch 16, 1864, It showed
tha route of Opathle Yahola, and the fhree battle sites, each
marked conspicupusly by  Uniled States flag; and the “Battle
st B Fork roa placed ot narth of the mouth of the Cirmarron
This ssemed to be a Thaburn sccented it in his. later
g e s otber Titariana. Thi ochided e prewrt
wtiter, who did nat oven kuow of the Payhe-Fawner Counly
tion, Thus for more than & generation the local peaple with
their battle site ind the acholara with their map went their cep-
arate ways, each group generally unwate of the other's existence.

Se far ms the presenl writer knaws, anly one attempk was
made to obisin a delinitive uet(]amznt In @0 Jsmeu H. Hele,
& pianeer cilizen of Pavwmee, icle by Rachel Caroline
Eaton in the Truisa Werld Ioﬂ!ml ‘he baltle in the hills north
of Keystone; and he wiote a series of éamnest leltors!” urging
The Onlebomaa. Historical Society to |nml|gah “I have wome
dered for many years" he gaid, *if it was toa late Lo have one
whu mm the escape go over the mund " and e uggest

ol peversl probable informants. It wes his eun theory

:m Dpnlh'l.! Fehala cramsed the Cimarsan st 8 well knows ford
south and slightly wesl of the Twin Mounds,'® and (hetl after
the battle and his abundonment of the camp oh Salt Creck he

ted nor! roing the Black Bear two miles west of
Pavmee and fording the Arkansaa near Beliord Bridge, twelve
miles rorth of that cil [ ed only “lo get e
history on correcl a8 possible.’ Unfartunately the Historical
Soelety did ot act. All his suggested informants have since disd,
o the difficully of trecing the route has increased encrmously.

1t wys not until 1846 fhat the bisloriana—in the person of
the present writer--ang the local people confronted each other

14 Annis Helolse Abel. The American fndian ar Sfcholder and
Segeasionis! (Cleveland, 19181, p. 261 The origtnal map b In Lhe

Nallohal Avenies, Camegrantic Beeerds Branch, Tube No. 1166, K&p
Ho. 488, & reproduction is ln Welght, op. oiZ, p. 371
13 Oklahorma Hibtorlcal Bocléty. Indlan Areblves. James H. Hale
L 8. Bamard, Jenuary 13, 1331: 10 John B. Meserve. Janusry 13,
1831 and April 11, 1832 Coples of hese letters were fornished the Fayne
County Hitoriah Seclety URough the Qilahonia HUWHEE! Secisty.
a0 Belwecn Sections & and 4. THiN, RSE. sbous ¢4 miles narth of

Tt Fopnn Seelety has colléeled exact data braeing
the trats u.m..gn L rglon Son itk (e e, by 15 b6 KA
ot informarlen regarding ity thet mmy have cristcd In 1841,
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at & meeting of the Payne County Historical Sedetr and
an infemaive invesintin was inatiused—ot o support the
ocal site, bet to determine the lacts, At Ghat e, while this
writer was alill unconvinced, John H. Melton of Stillwaler wrote
10 Grant Foreman, and teceived under cate of October 26 the
fallowing reply:2 "I am satistied, from my own investigation,

the e asmermbled by

carzectly Iocsted the site of this battle” But Dr. Foreman was
in fegble health from his hesrt aftack of the previous year—a
condition from which he never rocovered—and was umable ta
exarine his files. It would be interesting to know what he had
distovered.

The %rst break in the investigation came when a swom
statement! by D. N, Melntosh, James M. C. Smith, end Tim
Barniett was obtained from the National Archives. It was notar-
ized nt Washinglon March 17, 1858 and it gave a detailed socount
of the exedus af Opothle Yahols and of the batttea that followed.
Melntoeh of course commanded ihe Creel regiment. Smith
probably was not pressnt, althongh he joined Cooper in time to
particicate in the eccond battle on December 9.2° Timothy Bar-
hett, who lived near the present Wetumka, had been ohe of
the laaders in nepatiaiog Ihe treaty o with the Canfederacy.

when a second Creek regiment was formed he became its
Cotona) Trs al three served ag otficers in tha f-antsdarete army.
Their stalement, furmished startling corroboration of the Payne-
Pawnee County site—the first the local poople had ever re-
ceived from a contemporsty eource. Historical researt
locel tradition were finally  becoming merged.

‘The Payne Counly Historical Secicly has continued adding
data o its files, meticulouely nmuum\. duplicate copies to e
u. oms Histarical Socigky. Tt hes given the widest pomsibla
‘publi to ita quest, inviting whnlurn and old-timem alike to
<ontribute, The respanse has been generous: much evidence hes
been collecled, and in some cases pubiished. Some of this, al-
Ihough interesting, has ne bearing on the location; somea MIPPOFE
the Twin Mounds sile; but with one tenucus exception—which
will be discussed Inter—pane of it corraborptes the Cox map.

1Tne writers dlary For Novembée 16, |46 Tas this entry: “In
the afterncon [ weat to the Puyne County Tlstoclenl Sotlely A oung
fellsw fimed Mélon has same prout that the Batthe of Rownd M
s fough in Fum cwn
Colleen

3 Natohar Avghives, Rosaris of the Offioe ot Tndlah Affairs,
Letters Resclood, Ohostam, Oi0/ioM, clied neretfter a3 ~Sratement

e ocment
Cherokes slgmatures, but (ne Chiokees of eourse ware not [amiier

1 mnign
2 Oyfictal Recards, ¥ol, VIIL, p, %, Report of Douglus }. Cooper,
Tanusry 30, 1853,
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Dean Trickett of Tulaa, who had writien a schalarly account
of the boginning of the Civil War in tha Indlan Tertitory 3
wontributed a sketch of Coa's life.?* He had come fram (hio o
Kanzas in 1857, where he perved ag a surveyor, In the gpring of
1862 he eamisted in organizing a regiment of Opothle Yahola's
followers who had fled to Kanms; and he accompanied them
when they were merged with the expedition that attempted to
recover the Indian Territory from the Confederates. From the
southeastern corner of Kansas this army advanesd to Fort Git-
£, and he was engaged in mapping the country through which
it passad. With verious duties—first ligutenant, quartermaster,
apecial agent in the Indian service—he remained with the Union
Indians at Fort Gibeon until he was trensferred to Kanass in
the spring of 1864. Thus he had excellent opportunities ta leam
af their exodus, snd his map is entitled to seriows consideration.

“This writer once characterized it a8 an "excellent map,"s
but the statement js only relative. It ia much betier than the
Indian Teritory maps in the Official Records, but it s far fom
accurate geographically. Indeed, pa Tir. Berlin Blagil Chapman
of the history department of Cklshoma State University has
pointed out, a]thnu;h Lhe battlelield is located st the mouth of
Lhe Cimarren it is not in the Tulaa vici tymthamumof
the Arkanzas it is ge far above Tulse as Fort Gibeon is below.
At the same hme the second and thid hanlns of the retreat

has besn misplaced, and that from Lhe standpoint of distanee
it mpports the Twin Mounda site.

But ita i could be tooked if its
historical accurscy were unsesailable, 1t seems net to have
oocurted to thass who are determined Mo acospl 11 in spite of
mﬂldm; evidence that logically they must go_all

r 15 This is dmwd

vt Nover! oung's e
& lotter from Moty Canard nd Echo Hario 1o John Rom

12 Tha Chronklcs of Gilehoma, Vb TYIL (1410), e, WLIT:
ot b, J42-50, 28080 XIX (1841}, BS-&0 38108 Rel, K5,
Tamvtotin 1hdes (1be1y.

17 Tatacin REpiit on (6 S < the BALls of R goun-
taln'" The Chromidler of Ohlahoma, Vol XXVIIL, No. 4 (Winter,
1B50-51F, pp. AR08 —Fbld.

44 Debo, op, ., p. 185
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daled November 25,4 All these documenle cive the dile a8
November 19, n the Cox map sland up apuingt s
cverwhelming contemmpotary evigenee

The map el ehaws the beginning of Opothle Yehola's
exodug below the confluence of the Deep Fork and the North
Canadien north af the present Eufavla, For many yeara this wae
aceepled without question, for the lcader's home wes in that
vicinity and his lown, Tuckabalches, was sottled thote, But
early in August Albert Pike of Arkansss, who hed negotisted
the Canfederate treaties with the Indiana, had authorized James

M. C. Smith “to reise end command a company of Creek Volun-
teers, to be stalioned at the North Fork Village [nesr the
present Eufaule] . . . to act as & police force, weich and
opprehend disalecled persons, intercept improper communica-
Uons, and provent the diiving of cattle 1o Kansis."2/ Amrdir\l

undu'puud mntéol there in early November.2f Thus it was mani-

reparts were clted fn Note 3 The lelter s (o the Thamea

Olcrense Cotattion of Armere A

dted ut Cooper's Boadaunrie:
“I Tasten ta inform You of the Hosly (hat Tom exists

o meople.

"We have done &l tha{ was In eur power bo bring about peace
oy,

nad
“Bul alasa! They have fafled. Ard the resull i5 wat upon our
heads, Blocd has been spllt upon oth sides. O the evening of the

Killed 2. woundrd 2, Total Inssed o our aide . wound 4 We know nob

mazy were slied on the oppwltc porly bul sverl on Lu
avening wtore the bsule Bho Hario went lnto Wel: camor ang

varsed itk them. ey oz, and affirmed ha they were
Jocking I Cherowsts (o 48 inem that [hey had promiied 10 corhs 10
s, dagenhy ol our properly woieh ey
s “propesiy” s molnly ronaridslaves ]

1 cauntry please stop them. Brother
us be flm to T Smathérn, Contadaracy “URLe wo stand Swted

E

This ISTLer Taldss IDvasing Spéculdtivts o& o the relibionship
hetmeen Couper's comemnd s she Greck et withoritier dnd oy
dla Eho Herjo menage an interview with the Unlon lesders. before
fhe Emiticz Bur obviously these speculations are irrelevant to the
prese

11 Pike to Confedemtc Cangress, December b, 1851, Guoted by
Annia lolie b TAT Acricon Filen o5 Perhipent 1n the Chok
Far (Clescland, 1416), 3. 139, 7

4 Cklshoma Hisdorioal Sockty, Edtoriel Offios, Clvll Wz Plle,
ghid vortafler 2z GHB, Ci Waz Filo, Conger o Galanel John Dre
“Head Guarters [ndlan e




Lacaticn of Butite of Round Mountuins a

featly impossitle for & hage mobilizatian camp of tailien, bag:

officers begins: .Aboll
firat of August, A, D. 1851, He-poith-la-yo-hola commenced
iheting hia people inta Camp oh Notth Fork of Canadian,
above Thiobthlooce or Greenleal Town in the Creek

Greenleal Town wae 3 settlement south and southwest of
the present Okemah, and Thiohthlocro was close by In 1987
two aged Creeks of Greenleaf Town, who had been children

Cresk northwest of the present Doley

Diher lullblood setitements extendad south lo the mouth of
the Litlle River south of Holdenville. Here on the soulhwesteri
frenlier fac from the area held by the Confederats forces in the
eastern part of the Nation “improper wmmumuhunl” n “
desperale appesls for the protection promised by the 1
treaty ard ssutaners that this protection would be hrlbwmm;)

Oktatharsars Harjo or "Sands” were expressed aa [ollows by
terprater ml a conlerence at LeRqy, Kansas on November
"Wants the Great Father to send Uw: Union Red People and
TMN down the Black Beaver road and he will guide them
to his country . . . Thet he mnnot get back to his people any
other way . . . Promised his own people that the U, 8. Army
would came back the Hegver Read | ‘The way he left hli
country his people was in an elbow surraunded by sécessions and
his people is hol strong enoush agains( them and that is
ressan he has come for help.!! Thus the highway of these “im._
praper communications”® sesms to bave been the Beaver 3
now followed epproximatzly by U. S High: Bl west of
Oklahoms City and theough Kinglisher and Enid ¢

“Thi all sceords with the 1668 "Statement™—"The ‘Talk'
Bt out atmang; the people wns. (hat the Countey weuld soon b he
overun by a great atmy from the Notth, which wou

e i & B ST destmaein: st T W Comet ot

» Okiaboma Histericel Soclety, WPA Prokst 5-109, James Scolt,
June 26, IRIT; Msluey Bear. Oetbar 36, 1627,

¥1 Natianal Arehlves, Indtan Aftadrs, Spectal Files, No_ 201, Seuthern
Buperistendency. L861/CLION. For & fasie detallsd BO20UNE of this
eRchnngs soe Debo. op. cit. PR H142,

32 For (e HLAGTY of the Beaver Roaa s2e Deto, Of. €10, f. 152 4D
2,28, TU hod been used by the celehrnted asgut, Black Deaver.
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Jead s people, with their Rocks end herds, into the Wilderneas,
westward out of the track af the army, where they ooold Temain
in peace and safety until the storm of war should be over.”

The Confederate regiment under Colonel D. N. McIntoth
wes in fact in the vicnity of Higl where & cauncil
graund end log council honse had been in happier timen the
capital of the united nation. (Thia was sbout twenty miles
southenst of the present Olmulgee.) Sometime in Uclober,
according to Pike,!! Colonel John Drew, commander of 2 Chero-
Tee regiment stotioned at Fort Gibson, wan ordered thera bo re-
inforee it. These forces were woon joined by Cooper, who cime
wp Trom hia <z in the Choctaw Nation near Fort Smith with
a portion of his Choctaw-Chickasaw regiment. According to the
“Statement” of Mclntosh and the other Southern Creek afficers,
7Twin ws about the 1at of Detober 1661, Soon nﬂerw“ds I
delegation from Ho-poith-la-yo-hola visited the .
arzangements wers rasde for a frisndly council st Ehebiion
about 45 miles  ittle South of West”

2 0 Pike the Cherokees were vety reluctant to fight

Accordin,
their Creek nmhba . Probably [hat was the reason, ae is
welaled in the “Statement,”” that. “The Cherokee Regiment. being,
b

%’

date. This was an intelligence report o fallowe:™
“Comp Forter, Oct. 27, 1881

“Col Cooper
Sir The men sent to Jearn the condition of Hopothle & ho las
party have retumed and state that fhey wete dissanded in three

parcls Tha Ist under pretext of Imnung wers to rapalr 1o
Council Grove. The 2 parcel pretanding to return to their homes
were {0 pecure poasessiong and go out, The 3 parcel took a large
lot of negroes end went from their present encompment narth
over the welers of Deep Fork In aubatance this about all.

“Your Obt Ser't D, N, Melntash
“Comdy Creek Regt®

incil Grove wag on the west edge of the present Oklahoma

Gity. be el um Cherchee, Jesse Chisholm, hod a trading
poal ere. Probably the pareet” "t ropaited 1 Ml place
consipted of Bends and his companions on Eheir way to the

meeting w:lh the Federsl nl[‘mls at LeRoy on November 4.

12 Offitial Records, Vel VIIL, p, Tif, Pike by Benjamin, December
2 1861

34 OHS, Clsil War Flls, Grst Foramen Collection. Camp Fortar
was the ume given t the Bigh Zpring eam.
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Possibly in respanse to this appesl o few Hansas smequlars did
g9 down the Beaver Road ta join the Union Cnx\u and thin
may account for the bodies ol while rmen found the morning alter
the battle.

As for the ones "pretending o return to their homes," it
ohvicus that those from McIniogh amd southern Olmulgea
counties had 1o soirit away their property from an area socupied
by Confederate armed forcea, A few may have managed it, and
this may be the origin of iradllions in Lhc “Tulea vicinity, which
Wl" be :hsznaled later. Thmz who went narth “aver the walers

Fork" he Deep Fork) were the ones with
ﬂpu(h]! Yahola.

Coper reached Thlcbihlocoa the night of October 28 and
esteblished his camp near the lown square.)® He reporied that
@ame pight’t to Colongl Dress: “In regard to Hopoithlahola's
intentions. T have sent ont alter him and othirs to come to my
camp under a Safegunrd, and hope if T can see him o effect a
peaceful solution of the Creek difficulties”

Thete contemporary stalementa from diverse sources

1ail 80 perfectly that they sstablish beyond a doubt that me.h!a
Yuhulu! exodus started from far up the North Canpdian near
western odge of (he Creek settloments, fifty miles wast of
lhn: location below the mouth of the Deep Fork as shewn on
the Cox maP. It now remaing to be seen whether this map, shown
to be in error an kwo counla—the dale and the starting poini—

tan be sustained an the third, the location of the h-ulalm'ld
arrived at Thicbthloeso he found-—according

When Cooper
to the 1888 “Statement”—thal Opothle Yahole had moved his
camp to “some paint. above the 'Big Pond,' near the head of

would be near Lhe head of the stream now known as Little Deep
Fork; !ﬂr the longer branch haeds near the presant Oklehoma
City, The “Statement” continuea:

“The chief of Greenleal Town, however time in &nd as-
— Cooper af Opathle Yahola's “peaceful intentions . . .
and became the bearer of fresh overtures to the old Creek chief
—with natice that Col. Cooper would move over near Sells'
Blore on Deep Fork end await an anewer. His Command then

224 “womm g this parid in Oresd tusory s a1 mroturd

commpnlty. The “square™ was & plet of hard packed earth wih arbars

And GUUAINgS ATound Ib Whers he DEOpK Wisembked for TEOreAtion.
exmemoninls, and publle bislnesy,

27 POHE, Collection, Statemant of V, L. Totd 1 Jotn 3. Mellon,
April 17, 1650
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maved lo ‘s Creek nmear Sells' Stave, on the north side
of [Litile] &ep Fcrk Se]li’ Store wag a few miles southenst
of the present Slick.’* From this place he sont ancther message
with no result,

Belare he meved his camp o the new location Cooper had
some difficulty resiraining hiz Creek contingent, and had to
mske it plain that As wes in command. On Oclober 31 MMY
Carard and Eche Harje and some lesser chiels from “Camp
near Thiohthloses" addressed the follosving ecommunication to
him:

“Cal. D. H. Cooper
“Com{mandying Choclaw & Creek Repimerts
“Dg Sir

"We the undersigned Principal Chiefs, bead men and wer-
amsembled after @ due coneiderstion we
fave concluded to march from here to Hopoithle Yoholas Camp
on Friday next' lo put down if possisle the hoatile mevements
of Hopoithle Yoholo and hie Party Provided, however, the time
we have fix on meet with your approbation. At fhe same time
we have ale derided, that, all free negroes found with Hopaithle
Yoholos Party and faken duting this expedition shall be sold
as alaves, Ior the henefif af the Creek Nation And, that, all
slaves whe have joined Hopeithle Yoholos Party shall be sald
w30 excent in cases where the owner belongs to our party and
is a member of thit expedition in that event they shall be Te-
stored o him without pay and alss Ponies.

"All Kinds of Property known o belong ko the opposite
Farty ehell be tahen and sold for the benefit of the Creck Nalion.

“All slaves in this expedition who have runaway from their
owmera who is resident of another nation shall be dealt with
acoarding to Creek Lawa"

Coopet replied the same day under Lhe same head:

* He
infarmed the Creek chicfs that “the necessary preparations for
marching from this camp” would nat be completed by the e
ignated date. Regarding the confisention of slaves and other
Property he aaid:

78 The bcatlon of Bells' Blare has been Identltled ty Wright, op. cif..
381

19 Outsber 9 was on Thundey; by “Friduy hert” they must hase

mewnt Movember 9. Actually, ma will be sotn. It was emactly @ week
inker, on November 18, hn Gouper alatied ugal Yahole
COMEMINLGALINS vk 1N p 1eLber Prets COWtaining mitulis,

leters, e of 1g51-g2 o OIS, Indlan sechives Dhuision, Secclon X,
Creck Netlon—War, Civl. They were cblained through the courtesy
v, JoreDh Bluniey Glark,
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3a far ma meking restitution ul‘runawuyuxnd other property
to lawlul owners, in case af or in case of a peaceful
settlement of your party ﬂ.nm T fully concur. But I am
not preparad io admit that the war, ahould thers be zny, with
Hepoithle Yoholo, iz n war of ehe Creek Nation or waged for
its exclusive benefit. The forces engaged will be mostly in the
mervice and pay of the Confederste Stales, and all eaptured
Propetty or propoetly of persons, found [u arms against the Con-
federata States and nonfiscated in rorsequence thereof, will be
deemed and held 65 the properly of said States. While T shall,
at all times, be glad to hava the benefit of the miperience and
knowledge of Ilnmlmlry and peuph p:uemed by the Chiefa and
other authorilies of fhe Cresl iam, it is proper for ma 1o Eay
Lhat all military mmtluna \mlhln U\E Inds-n “Territory, mll
be exnlumvely under my coniral and direction, untill T shall
vy ibe presence of a superior officer
M ﬂm Conlederate States Army.

“f reques! that you will to the Creele people, thet. no
depredations upen property oF injury ta the persons of all peace-
ful people af any party, will be tolerated, and ot & state of
war between your party end Hopaithle Yoholo cannot be tecog:
nized an existing until all measures propecly in my judgement
shall have been exheunted to bring about A pesceful settlement.

“Bhould Hopeithle Yohele or any of his headmen, wish ta
vigit me on business o1 in a peaceful mannes, it is my desire
they be permitted to paas withaut interruption ar melestation
and be safely condugled to the Hesd Guarters.”

But Cooper finally voncluded hat sttempts at negotiation
were fruitless. His officiel report b!g]nx— Having_cshatsted
every means in my power to procure an interview with Hopaith-
le Yoholo—" ant goes on te siate hia decision *le advence npon
him with the forces under my command, &nd either compel
submlssion to the lullwrilwi of the nation or drive him and hig
party from the countey " He gives no indieation of his starting
lace, but it is shown by his communications that Ihe organi-
aption of hin expedition ook him far from hu firat e at
Thicbthkcoo or the mew location on Brown' reck. HNa-
vember § he wrote to Drew*! Irom “Flghers" (i <. F!Ihcr ‘s Slore
north of Bulaula) towards which place the Toxas cavalry de
tarhment wae then an the march. Here he reportad that “Hopoith-
Je Yohola's people are asid to be moving towsrds Walnut Creek "
As will be shown subsequently, this referred to the Walnui
Creck in Kanss, which flows into the Arkansus just below the
pmsenl. Arkansas Cﬂ.y

ive that the Kanses auppart for
whid Cpaihle. Yahola Fad beon appealing Wes earlecting there

T GHD, O War P,
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o inareh o i kelisl; for on Movember 10 he wrole®? 1o Luenwn—
ant Colanel William P. Rpms of the Cherokee regiment, T
pzv‘eﬂly aatisfied that he js now meditating en attack upon mr
conjunction with Thoct. Jamigon, and 1000 Jayhawkers,
ot thia img naar he Arienaas River~ This wap o reaorabls
deduction. Qpothle Yahla's mavements alker he lefl the Green-
lsal-Thichthlocco communities indicutod Walnul Creek as a
picbable destination; and if there had been a lorge force of
irregulars in Southem Kansas a combined sltsch on Conpers
camp was 6 possibility.
In his letler of Noverber 5 to Drew, Coope
be in the Cherakee Country £8 soon a5 posuible wi
under my orand.” 1t is pol entirely olear whers he was on
Movember 10, His communication is dated from “Camp
Creek Nation Later in the war there was a Camp Pk in Ihe
Choctaw Nation, northwest of the present Stigler+} On Kovem-
ber 1€ be srrpte to Drew from e McOvlloch near Peck Hill,
south of Tahlequeh, He maled that he had fve hundred men of
Lhe Texas regiment with him and thet he would march from that
place “tomorrow moming, with all my available force™ He Jeft
R rain ander 8 guard of the Texans, with orders to move to
}(J;n;:ﬁrg u Creek town on the Arkansas north of the present
el

It in entively 1 matter of conjecture what roule Cooper
took in bringing bis Texans from Fark Hill to his Creek eon-

e passed (hrough Concharly, since his official report states
um he “returned” lo that place afler tha battle; but in hie draft
written at Concharly November 25 he fimt wrole “returned,"
then scratched it cut and substituted “merched”

The first contemporary reference fo this movement that has
5o far been Ipcated in found in 2 letter's dated November 22 from

i m ac Fort Sonith to Elias Rector, who was.
mond. It gives e concise account of current military
3 and includes this sentors; “Cooper
i8 on_the march after Opathleyohals, who it is eaid hes taken
Maj Emorys trail through Henay towards Lepvenworth." Thia

4 OHS, Clvil War FI4.

41 Wrlght op. oif, p. 37T, 0, 17,

44 O, Clvl] War Filk, Cooper ta Drew; National Archives. Record
106, Goopers drafe repart, November 25,

43 Nallonal ATchives, Group 175, Bouthemn Supt. Pleld Difie, “Con-

Tederal served 33 Seuthern Superiniendent in
Uit Uniled States Mdlan secvios before he oot mllér posttion.
In the Condederscy, snd Pulllas hwd barn his clerk In the afflos

Although Rector'a name does not appear in tie leiler, there i 0o
Souti thet 3t was. direcses. ko hin.
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s the Besver Road, foloving U, 5. 81 through Oldshoma.
Cpotble Vahola of covre: Gid Mot §o 0 far meat. but he nas
Tended in hat direction and tho stamption was naturel.

868 “Statement” and Cooper's official repott agres
that u.e Canlederales moving up tha [Litile] Desp Fork reached
u.g ...pp.mi imp 5! Opothle Yahola, found it chandoned, and.
lomed his trail in pursuit, Cooper doea not give the direction,
b..g the “Statement” of e Creck army officers deseribes “a larga
trail leading in a Northwestward direction toward the Rad Fork
of the Arlansag, apparently s week or more old.”

any map ba plainer? Cooper was at Thlobthlacco near
Ohemh He Toun thet the Unian Crosls had moved 1 a placs
above Depew, near Lhe head of the [Little) Dowp Fork. He then
moved his camp north of tha! stream to the vitinity of Sl
2nd womiued hia futllo stompts al conferonce: He next ok
some time to tmvel vast and collect his reinforcements: then
with hia uniled command he edvanced wp the Little Teep Fork,
found Opethle Yahola's camp sbandoned, and followed his *
troil” nerthwest to the Cimarron, Thie would loglcally
him % the Tiver crossing south of the Twin Motmds.

All comtemporary accounts agrca that the battle wa fought
awrth of the Cimatron. The 1268 “Statement” Jocated 1L Ve lewt

Twin Mounds wers not in the Cherokee ountry, byt the Balt
Creek camp was on the Cherckes side of the line. Cooper i
hls subordinates did net attempl (o locate the place, but they
did deseribe the terraln, Opothle Yahola's party was hidden in
the timber along & creek; between the two camps, where the lask
conflict occurred, was & prairie with a “ravine in frant and on
e Nanks™; and somewhere slong the way was & “paint of
timber.” There ia no menlion of hilly ground. Even the Cox

map showa o hills, though it has a very mpresiive one 1o mark
the battle of Dscember 26, which M:[ually was fought in the
rugged lermin of Ossge Caunty. The “Reund Mounlainy” in
ncoount of the Creek leadara was clearly a reference to & recog-
nized location, not bo the terrain of the batilefleld.

The “prisoners” whom Cooper captured before he reached
the Cimarson, conirmed. bis sarlir aielligencs. that Colhie
Yaholn's peoplé were on theit way to Walnat Creek Aceortling
£ hia oliial report they were “near the Red Fork af ths Ar-
Kanse River, on th te townrds Walnul Creek, where a
fort wag being erected, and which had for some l.ime buen theit
e "aeatimagen e event ol ot vt romited
il fram Hanaas before beitg enaced o altacked-+ Thia st
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wmwnt has been the subject of namz misunderstanding. There
mey heve been saversl creekn by me, but Cooper mumly
referred to the one near Arhnm Clt [Ahr in this same repert
e deacribed his purmuit of the fugilives that were streaming
acrasa the present Osmge County alter the disaater of December
26; and he mentioned “the tolal disporsing in the direction of
Wainul Creek, Kanaag of Hopoithleyohala'a forces and people !¢
Even the Cox map shows the entive mass of vefugees Neelng up
(e Arkansas to this same Walnut Creek. And il must be noted
that Lhis creek, which Cooper at the time of the batlle believed
ta be Cpathle Yahola's intended destination, is almost directly
narth of the Twin Mounds.

It has becn amerted that Caoper’s statement about the fort
in ambiguous, thal the clause, “where u fort was being erected,"
relales lo “Arkar ", and iherelore it is lrgued that
the fort was on the Arkensaa and just below (he mosth of the
Cimarron, This inerpretation is rendorcd completely untenable
by o reading of Cooper's original

‘This draft shows hie gainful eflorts to attain o correct style,
He first wrole Lhat the hostile party was reporled to be “on-
eamped near the Red Forl el Arkpnagn River, or had been in
that vicinity on their route Loward:
day or two, el which pu.m & Fort i being erecled
owo” belongs with “had been
nt by imerting “lalter”

t it rear and made ancther try

unamm thel Iocks like “above point” He Enally scrate
aul averything and substituted “where,” so that it read, "their
route towards Walnut Creek, within a day or two, where a Forl
Is being erected.” This makes [t clear that when in his fieel
report he wrote that they “serc near the Red Fork of the
Arkansas, on their route towards Walnut Creek, where a fort
was being erected,” he mepnt expcd whnl he said—that the
forl was on Walnut Creek. The [nit tea had built a fort
on the Arkanses just below the mouth uF !he Cimarron in 1834,
but it was abandonted immediately; and it ean be staled cote-
gorically that not one shred of evidence has ever been presented
1o show that it sas rebuilt or oecupiad by Unjon Creeks during
the Civil War,

This writer i not sufficlently familiar with Kansas

federstes, judging from Opothle Yahala's movements prior to
and immediately after the battle, were convinced that a peint
near Arkansas City was ntended destinalion. This deduction

+6 Ojffctal Records, Vel VITL, p. 13
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woald have been impossible if they had encounered him at the
mauth of the Clmarron twenty milea west of Tulsa

Cooper of course was mistaken in thinking that when the
Unicn Creeha abandoned their camp the night after the bettle
they were an their way ta Walnut Creek. The Confsderate Creek
“Statement” expresad the same misapprehenzion—‘Ho-poith-
Jo-yo-bola having sbandoned ihe Creek Couniry, end gone, ag
was supposed, o Kansas. . " Actually they were in communi-
«cation with Cherohees who shared their sentiments, and in order
10 unite with them weie cirdling the area under Confederate
control. This circling hed in tact begun when they left Thichth

Ipeco.

“Soon aflerwards,” wntmu!ﬁ the “Statement” of fhe Con-
federate officers, wan received that Ho lo-yo-
hola instead of gaing off 1o Kansts had kanass
and moved down to the Horse Shee Bend, Cherakee Nllmn near
Skia-tooka's setllemen.” Cooper also in another draft repart, 7
apparently written shortly efter December 9, statad thet he aleo
had learned that Cpothle Yehole *was somewhere about, or in,
the ‘Big Bend" of the Arkanezs Rive the Cherchkee Nation.”
This Big Bend or Horseshoe Bend was l!lg lacation of a well
known Cherokes community in emlmmc t least a8 early al
1§52 When the present wriler presented the batflefield findin
in The Chronieles utticle va:nnsly mentioned, all available wl-
dence indicated the bend 2t the present Cleveland «* Bhortly after
this was published, additions] information was oblained from

innia C. Manney, a home economist of Cherokee descent
in the Uniled States Tndian serviee She reported hearing Mm
Annie Wilkersan, a Cherokes woman born in 1858, assert posi-
tively thut in her childhood “we lived at Cleveland. and I e
member it well, but we moved away when [ wes a little girl’ g

Ths Opothle Yahola struck out north from the battlefield.
causing the Confederates o think he waa on hin way to Walnut
reck. Eansas, but crossed the Arkansss and meved down

river lo the Cherokee settlement, which a8 Accurntely as ean
be determined was in the bend at Cleveland, He did eliect
a_junction with the Union Cherokees in fae Dresunt
County. but bis movemenda and camping places there are un-
related to the present investigatic

+f Motloaa] Arshives, Reeocd Group 109 THIS drafl in Cooper's
handstiing |5 undated mrd ursigrod W beging with his arrival st
Gemhuety atter the Reurd Moutalns engugemont and choes with
&N ACCOUNE OT the second batide of December B

% Db, o, €L, . 10705

4= Minnle ©, Manney to Angle Debd, Porsona] Intorview, Durank,
Orlahomar S 10, 10 alsp, WHEE, o5 o B, I, T HSSETA
Wil rememier thal in the treaty closing the Givil Wer the Cherokees
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One digression s neosssary In order lo correct wn error
that hae crept inlo some accolints of the ttlle of November
1. Caplain R 4 Young, who commanded = Choctiw-Chickasswr
squadzan, in ing on the second battle of the cmpaim
began a5 follows: “On the moming of the 19th of Des.

s was 8 Glip of his pen oz his memory, far the corr=ct daie
is Devember 9 A careleny editor of the Officigl Records, ng
the "19,” jumped to the conclusion that he was teporting the
firs! battle, made o brackeled rorcection to [ November] 19"
and Teaded It “the engagement of Round Mountain” This
clurnsy editing has led aincere hislorians inlo errors regarding
the lermin and the eventa of the bt battle. Only a somparlson
of Youngs and Cooper's reporis will demonstrate that it coes
nol belong there,

Briefly this second battle, Caving Banks or ChusloTalassh
a2 longhl on Bird Creek norh of Tulca. Bafisving that Ovothle
was on hia wey to Kanms, Cooper had set aut the day
llle'r the Battle of Round 'Maunl.lnl to join hig train at Con-
charty, eaching there on November 24. Then finding Dt the
Unlon Crecks wers uthong the Chetokees ho hind passtd through
Tuls and joined Drew's regiment north of the present Sperty.
PBut on the evening af December 8 almast the entire Cherokes
regiment deserted and joined Opothie Yahals, The next moming
Coaper attempted to retreat, marching south on the east side of
Bird Creek. As hin line wag strung out on the prairie the Union
Indiara dashed from (he creck end attacked bis rear xuml He
formed his command in thiea coluitng, advanced o the

atter sevare Egnting managed to dislodse them o o
& comparison of the twa repors:

TOUNG: O 4o rackming of the 19th of Des [ was ordened
to bring up the sear with my suadrn and shout i iles
from camp the rear guard oent me a mesmge that they were
altacked by Lhe enemy, § .mmea.nmy whisled the squsdron gnd
went back (o there assistance and 2ot sboul hell a mile 1 dis-
covered the onemy telreating lowards the cteek, T formed and
Col Cooper rode up and ordersd me to charge. alter pursuing
about two milen we cme to the creek, . . -

COOFER: Leaving camp on the momning of the 9th . . .
he command had procceded about 5 miles, when the resr guard
wes attavked by a mounted party of about 200 of the enemy.

consented o the settlement of ather Indiams in this aces, and the

i unty-
50The best accalint of ik bwille 1 by TYKKew, op.
Chronisies of Okiahoma, Vol JVTI (54D).gp. oo e
rvidglive ines, 186
e xserpty e trom Young's origoal regort_and | from
Coopece Bratt I Tiational Archives, Bogord The
ity nd e sutha DAFABR in the BRI Febor i O1fcias Records,
Vo, VI, pp. B-10, T5.



Location of Ballle of Rourd Maunteina n

Capt, Young in command of & syuadron, being in rear of the
wain column, and perceiving the Encounter, whaeled bis .qu.a-
ron, and advanced mpidly toward the enemy

the party, relrented hailly toward the tims et o B Creek, a
distanca of about 2 miles, -

YOUNG: My sruodron, waa on the right of our cormmene,
Tater in the battle, he attempted to mova to the laft of (hs

ne.)

COOPBR: 1 caused the troces to quickly fom i live of
batle wih the Chosiew & Chuchas Regiment and Cheel
Campany, on the right, . . . and Texas cavalry in the o

Foumic, 1y di discovered the enemy . in 2 bend of the

reek, formed ardund & house. T formed and charged, we routed
them from this position end followed them into the Fwamp, two
hundred yards fhey flanked ub and I fell back o the house In
order to prevent them fzom mrrounding ue,
them a secand time and was compelled to
house, . . .

COOPER: Near the cenber of the Eneys Ing, woa & house
and small co situated Bt . . . n bend in the creek .
This bend wan thickly sooded, and cpvered in front, ner the
houss, with large, mlerwem weeds and grass . . . Capt. Young
of the C. & C. Md Rifles, wag ordered _ maﬂal:khzm
And e Enemsy swere atven fom ther sivong held. and pursued
into the bend . . . when reeciving upon the flank & destructive
fice, the squadron was taused to take position again al the
house, . . . [Then) the attack upon e pecsistent foe waa re-

B the Enery won foond - - through the
bend and aeress the etéck . . . [Then) the Eneny . . . rallied
~and enmpe]kd a reloeat again to e house

Tt is not mecessiry to give parallel descriptions of the
fighting sboul {he hagse by oiher afiers of the Chocten:
Chicknsaw regimant! Enough has been chown 1o remove Young's
repart permanently from the Battle of Tound Mountains, There
ix no mention of @ house ar any other sign of human habitation
in the suthentic reporis of that battle.

There i some evidence, however, that the Twin Mounds
were & recognized landmark. In 1348 Lieuterant Abraham Buford
with a compuny of Gragoons explored & wagon route lo Santa
Fo alotg tre orth side of the Cimareon. Thi toed was ot used

welers, but it was hown on the map" of the Creek-

52 Official Records, Ven, WILL pp. 18-2L.

14T mop wws published ln Howse Exécutive Disutiénts, 33 Cong.
L B, T 104 man enuited “Boumdery ot the Croex Gounary. 1n

il ropentaslion e e Liis e Dingoed. ks o, ik en g
b "oms. thém. patalg, IF i in et Arch!vel Cartagraphi:
Becards Aranch, Record Group T, Filc Ho. Bay. 1
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Cherokea boutdary survey of 1849-50. This shows Salt Creck
just south of the trail eod the Twin Maunds are plainly marked,
though neither the creek nor the mounds s named

There are three known coniemporary uses al the neme in
connectian with the battle, and two of the three are in quotation
marka. Cooper's draft report of the Ballle of Chuslo-Talassh
beging, “Having reached i

typed copy of a lettar suppased to ha:
Texas poldier [given name, Thomion; initials, T, B. M.) Io his
mother on December 25, There is no <lue aa to the location of
the original, but the letter is apparently outhenlic, IL gives o
fairly acoucats acoount of the first bwo batiles, and it stales,
“The first baltle wes fought at Round Mountain, about five
les North of the Bed Fork of the Ark S5 The use af the
name was in the 1368 "'Statement,” which it will be remembered
located it “near o place callcd ‘Hound Mountains'

T it singular or plural? One cannat tell fram the Texss boy's
Jetter, for Lhe eriginal is not available for expmination. Cooper
ugadt The singular, and this for went into the Gfficial Recards
and from (hat ints gencral historical winge, He of course had
Rewer sewn the lovality befors, and was intercated only in the
military terrain, not in scenic features or place names. The
Confulorate Crock affces, who know e countey vell, uied
the plural. Dean Trickett in examining 8 photagraphic
oy o1 it eonc o e 2+ koot i v, pens oo
28 an afterchought, This is a percsptive ohusivation, epparent 1o
any close abserver. The “Statement’ waé transcribed by a
prafessianal penman, such as it was cuslomary to emplay befare
the ivenlion of (he typewtiter; and the “s" was probably a cor-
rection requested by the men who signed the document, It iv
Brobable bowerer,that the singulac form of the nams has becorne
fiaed. even though it is & misno Alter all. the Battle of
“Burker Hill" was toogat on Breed's Hill, but nobeds expects
to correct the name.}

54 Benolara Bave leng srigin of lhe heading,
“engugeaent ¢ Roond Mowbtane used i e 0ot Racerds, anc
75 Mounlein or 1l menilonea In any of the pusboned repors, but
T seive The sdnor md nd! Sl dvart pepert. af
Ay
o Bropements of the Hepslene she have sbjecied tut the Salt
rick eamp w3 move han [we miles north of the Clmamon. Iat
Taah of he AGHIIRg s one betwoea e 1eo campes, Al<o Vhls youg
a5 vague about locaioos: wrking from Chaska soross ee
river [rom the presenl Heskell, Tie Jocaled the Baldle of Chusts-Talasah
RO Of Tulse, 8B "EBOU oty miles west of our preumt camp.’




Locatlon of Hetlle of Round Wentainy o

So fut in this analysis only the site shown on the Cox mep
and the site near the Twin Mounds have been presented: but
there iz a third tradition unrelgted lo either. It limst appeared
in an article by Thomss Meagher in the Tulsa Tridune, Novem-
ber 10, 1839. Frem accounts given him by elderly Tndiana he
located the place gix miles south of the mouth of the Ciran

in the extreme southwestern comner of the western exiension of
Tula County;* and his “Round Meuntain" was a rounded hill
long knovwn a5 a beacon point on early trails. When reminded that
Cooper's repart placed the baltle narth of the river, he brushed
it amide with, “Well, I'd rather trust the Indian.”

Similar newspaper articles have nppeansd in recent y
Some of them cile the teslimony of Artusse Yahols, a son of
Opothle Yahola, who wat ten years old at the tims of the hulle
and as ok in the 1930's. 1t Dpﬂlh]e Yahola had s
son it ehoul to locate him. Careful rolle were nnde n{
the Creelu wmn thur land wes allolied, at the tum of the
century, giving their age, their parents, and theic lown, Bt the
Tayne County Hislorionl Saciely and the present wiiter have
follomed every possible clusin the Muskopee Area office, in
the Okdaboma Historicel Sogiety, and in inquiries of lulblond
Crreaks who were enlisted in the search—all without resull. Aside
frem this, il is highly improbable that » san of Qpathle Yahata
would have been living in the Tulaa vicinity ler from his Lown.
Yahola wos nol a family name, but a Lile given ceremonially in

ibilily thal such a san of

med that an elderly
Todizn with a name similar to that cf the great wat leader vieldes
%o = little vanity when questioned toa closely by an interviewer.

Oiher Indien tradlliens were carelully eollocted by Orphe
Rutsell in 185L'7 One of hec informants was Willie Bruner of

hepchs Town, who believed he was more than one hundred
yeara old. Lochapoka wag the correct name fer the town called
Tulsa (Tulsey? by white men. It had branched off from Tutes
long befors, and was recognized s 8 separate lown ot lexst ag
carly an 1798 It was always known by the Creeks in government,
census rolls, and place names s Lochapaks. The teal Tules
(Talagi) wea located on the Cangdian near the present Holden-
vilke, Tt is well eatablished that the Lochepokas although ardent
supporlers of Opothle Yahola did not join him until he moved

£ 5WY gee. 31, TIIN, RUE
87 Orpha Russell, ~Eevn-hw'wuce, Site of Oklshoma's Firal Clil
War Bale, The Chrenliles of ORIGROME, Vol KKIK, No. 4 CWIRLer,
1851-80), pp. 4017,
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towards Bird Creck.’* Bruner's account had te eome from
wecond hand.

Another informanit was S, W, Brown, chiel of the Euthees.
The Euchees lived southwest of Sspulpa and formed 8 can-
stituent part. of the Greek Nation, Some of therm idhmed Opothle
Yahala neer tick** but others may heve moved indspendently
ond crossed the Arkansag below the Cimamon, Chiel Brown re-
membered eccounts given him years before by Tndians who had
gince ditd; and by his father, who bad nol been oresent at Found
kad joined Opothle Yahola in nm. o fight at
Clmsb-‘l'alluh Mre. Rusell elso secured an_ affidevit from
Elisabeth Sapulpa, who repericd a stary told by her aunt

ANl these Tndians located the battle south of the Cimarren,
but the “Round Mounlain” that marked the lare waa tha

rounded end of the ridge that the y skirts just before
tniating Keystane Trom the sust, (This ridgs will stl be cone
spictious aftet the valiey is Hooded by the Keystome Dum.)
Besides being on he wrong side of the Cimarron their tradition
of the battle differs from contemporary socounts in olher respects.

ANl Brown's informants told kim that this "first skirmish
id 1ot amoant fo Mich and hat Opathleyahols only loat three
men at Lhe round end of the moualin.’ This does not squans
with the carchul estimate of (e dead burisd in the Union comp,
M. Russell statet also thal “all first hand accounts of Opoth-
leyahola's march given to Brown by the participants, ssid thet
the group had no wagons; ponica packed what the Tndizng could
not earry am their peraon.” Willis Bruner alsa insisted that “They
d 1o wagons, und very few had ponles.”

The evidence regarding e immense amotnt of propetly
taken along by the Indians an their exodus & too well estab-
lished to be repeated here. When they fled from Iheir camp
ailer the final battle in the Dsage hills the Confederale officers
compiled lists of the wagons, oxen, horscs, catlle, and other
property eaptured and tumed over o the use of the army.t

‘Within reccnt vears an attempt has been made to reconcile
these Tndian traditions with the Cox map by assuming that the
Battle Began belore Cooper reached the Cimarren and continued
after the groasing, Fuyll scale mililary maneuvers have been can-
structed, and details of the river erossing are conjectured. Ei
a canmen ball (weight 1% pounds, diameter 24 inchess fonrnd
southwast of Keyitane han been cited Lo confiom these supposed.

b, §. 400 aee o, for exempls, Oklahoma Historicel Sociaty,
weA Profit 814, Vul 1. pp. 1%, Juph Sruner.
+ Gilahoma Riglorical Society. Ibid, Willle Tiger, Pebrunry 34, 1931
+0 Officlal Reeards, Vel. ¥II, 7. 13, B4, 3.




Lozation of Battle of Round Mouniains ]

But one moy read the meticulos, factual reports of

Comoar 204 e ofiars v vain o any mention of ennnon.

Al this elaborile picture hangs by two tiny thresda. (1) Befors
v the Cimarran “some of the disafiecled party wers

e and o e pronis aken”; thua |

bave been a battle—with cannon. (2) The Cox mal

indiation that Opothie Yahelws trail forked before renching

& TIVE,

Aa to lhe capture of the “prisoners,” Cooper, who was so
cerelul in hiu reports, does not mentian the firing of a shot, much
Iesn killing nny of the enemy. C e sel!

at least a8 far west 4o the Cushing iy, They lost this pact
of their land after the war, but whe'n U|E Sm: and Fou Izibe moved

in lrﬂe‘nﬂ. the Euchees belonged o the
Cooper tould have picked up some. unarmed persons

through. In hie account of hiv last ecoul alter th: bll!ln of
December 28 many such “prisaners”’ —women and children—ware
“captured™ A to the faint fork—if auch is the meaning—on the
Cex rail, exoin there is no indication of an armed encounter.
Cox marked each of the three batlles with & very prominent flag,
but there is no flag sauth of the Cimarren,

The present writer, however, is not inclined to reject the
testimany of the elderly Creek informants. Second-hand tradie
h:mx are of course not aa eecurate aa on-the-spot official reports,

L these accounts sound truthful and convincing; and Mre.
Ruuc]l in partivulor 1a lo be rommended for Dreserving fhem,
Tt is only the white investigators wha have failed to relate them
4o known facts, Since they do not it either the Cox map or con-
temporary sceounls of the batlle they are not relevant fo the
subject of this arlicle, but becatise they have been used by Bro-
ponents of the Cox site they must he examined here.

The story tald o Chiet Brown by hla father beging with &
pathatic incident, which checks remarkably with the. contempo.
Tory record of communicalions between nhe Union Creekn and
\heir Great Fath

ten miles northweat and five miles sauth of whal i3 mow
Ohemsh."s! (This tsrohorates the statement of the two aged
Creeks, who in 1937 located the mobilization camp in the Bolay

&L PCHR, Cellection, Don Whistler 1o Jahn K. Mrlnm May 2, I.MB
toention. of Fish Panr, Town s probably gorcesd, In ast-w
Years [t wis farther cast, but it is known o hlv- changed Iis ]mlhm
after returning from the Kansas exle
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vicinity.) Upon arrival he was thown & lelter from Presidont
Abrzham Lincoln soiled with muck hendling. He read it twio
‘o & lialening graup of three Mousand Indians, This rmust have
been the letter dated September 10 to Opathle Yakols and Sande,
ol frem Lincain but frem E. H, Carruth, Indian pgent in Kansan.
‘When the Union Indians finally fled to Kansas alter the disaster
of December 26 this lreaeured message was found in their
abandoned @mmp.

On August 15 the two Creck leaders had wmade the follaw-
ing sppeal for protecti
“Now T write to the President our Greal Father who removed.
s to our present homes, & made a treaty, and you said that in
aur new homes we should be defended [rom sl inlerference lrom
any perwon and that ne white people in the whole warld should
ever molest ug . . . and should we be injured by any
rould corme with your seldies & punish Shern, bt new the woll
5 come, med who are stragers tread our sofl. our children are
ln!hl!n!d & the molhers: cannot. sleep for fea cx e were
i peace. O greal. Tnther was ahays near & stood beoween
w5 and danger.

"W his children wanl It b be 5o again, and we want you
1o send us word what te d

Micco Hurke of Tatssi and the $hawnees, Bob Deer and
Joe Ellis, the latter heir interpreter, curvied this letter to
Kensas, where they finally managed to find a Fedecal agent.

“Your letter by Micoo Huthe is received” Carruth wrole
in ahswer.* T am authariced to inform you that the President
will not forget you. Cur mrmy will soor go Soulh, and those of
your peaple whe are Lrue and loyal to (he Government will be
treaied as [iends. . . . His soldiers will soon drive these men
who have violated your homes from the land they have treach-
erously entered.*

One can imagine the I.gm., this lelter araused when it was
read la the swembled ca

rown’s slory continues. “A skirmigh with Colenel Meln-
tosh's group followed and e)l Opathleyahola’s town arbors were
burned.” This skitmish i5 unknown lo history, and waz appar-
ently unknowm %o Cooper: bul it may heve oecurred. On Octobar
31 the Confederate Creel(; in couneil had decided to a(hck
and Cooper had brought them up sharply, Then be had g
east to assemble his reinforctanents, When he wes safely aut ul
the way did they st the war on their own?

Matiorad Archiues, Creet Bas 1681
[t it i
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Actording o Chief Brown and the other Indian informants
Micce Hutke and NokasHo-Lo-Thla led a_ group of Opothle
Vehole's adherents up to the eystone vicinily fom & camp
north of Eufana. Tt is poasible thet some of the “parcel’ reported
by Melntaeh'a intelligence s having left the camp at Thicbth-
lacea to return hame and collect their property may have slipped
out by that reute, Other acatieted groups may heve moved aut
of the settlements farther potth, 11 there wes fuch a movement
it I8 ro_ wonder thal (hey went with no wagons ond few horses
or Ihat before Lhey reached the Cimarron they were fired upon
in some unrecorded skimmich; for Lhey were secaping from a
Tegion under Conledemte control.

Hale's "theory, a8 he called it, would suppart much a
separate cxodus. He believed that Opothle Yahola “sent ronnem™
1 collect the people to the east of his roule. This view appears
el in 0 account?t weitlen in 1501 by Ihe prominent Creek,
3 regory. He was not. present st fthe Ballle of Round
Moauntairs hnt joined the Union army later in the wer. In thia
article he staled that there were two grouns of Union Creeks—
Opothle Yahola on the North Canadian [no doubl re-
ing Lo the Thicbthloceo camp), the other "on the Arkansas
River near the old Skistook place”—and that Opothle Yahola
was altempling 2 sircling moversent arcund Cooper (“one-fourth
circle around the righl flank of Cooper’s army to the northeast™}
1o join the Jatter group. Bul “Beforc the junction was effected
Gen, Cooper's army overlaok this faclion of the Union Crecks,
crossing the Cimarmon jost at dusk. sAcluxlly Cooper had erussed
the river, "pushed rapidly forwerd,” and discovered the first
<amp at about fur o'clock.] A battle oecorred, which was
fought after darkness bad set in. After stopplng ihe advance
af the Confederates, the Union Creeks procseded on the mme
night. to farm the junction . . . which they accamplished on the
lollowing day."

Gregory gave no clue as to where Opothle Yahole, crossed
the Cimarron, The argument bas been advanced that he conld
not hav Big Bend sattlement “the folicwing day”
i the Nght ad oecurred naar the Twin Mounds. Bt hinioriens
who have used old-timers' reminiscences all know that sequence
of events is the least rellable of remembered data. And Gregory
after forty years wa relutirtg eventa he had receped at second

55 Halt dd 1ot taim to haVE Proof Of M “Uwoty,” He wis only
fivion bis opinien s widng (g kave "his mler <leveed ' Iecle
dentally, he believed thok Opothle Yahols wenk sight
st aflar she babtic neer the Twin dounde, enc i pam:\nm
In the later e

s Gglueston, N, mumm Ti 190l There 4 & PRoLOGERNLG
copy In ORS, Givil Was Flle,
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kand. One has only ta read his account of the third battle—where
the facls are not open to question—io judge the unteligbility of
his memory.

Thus Hale's theary and Gregory's sscond-hand account
give pome support to the traditions of the old.time Creeks aroumd
Tulsa, even thavgh thess traditiona 4o not L e Baite of Round
Movriaing. Bot tasir mamory has ueparcntly Tickod thenn w
y dlemPt 6o name the leaders who brought the g s
vy Eisfouie, Chist Brown st that Micen Hutha's group staried
carlir’than Opothle Vabola's: but even oo, it peems impotaibla
to find a free date an Micco Huthe's achedule. He carried Opothl
¥ahola's letler of August 15 to Kansas, and was still there at “lE
Shawnee Agency mear Kansas Cily on Septeraber 15, when he
alfnca his signature_(hy meck] to another camest appenl fo
7 He aleo vislled Lawronce, whore he had a long
comveraation veith Bvan Jonen. 8 misionary fefugee from the
cakee country. He wonld mot risk talking a leller fram Jones
o ot s et Ponk Hilltt; apparently he returned o
Opofile ¥shols's eamp by the wild bt much safer Beaver Rosd,
He soon reurnod 1o Fansas “over an unfrequented raad” (his
time with Sands and a_dslegation of Union Semincles and
Chicknsarws; and all met. in counil with Federal ofticial at Le-
Roy an November d. (It was here that Sands offered to guide
a relieving army down the Besver Roud.] They were ahunted
around in Kansas far more than & month, (hen laken 1o Wash-
ineton to receive mote reasturances of the Great Fathe's pro-
teation. # It was nol until sbont. December 27 tht they returned
o Ranss at Sort Lesvenworth.' By that tims it wat all over,
end Iheir pesple were starving, Ireezing, and dying as they
slreamed nartn through he Caage hills

Thig illustrates what every historical seMIlr haa discovered:
that troditions, veluable as lhey are, mus I:heclmd and
evaluated by
s2em to huve been mislaken aleo in their lrldlf.wn lbﬂut Nokes-
Ho-Lo-Thia. They helieved that he was a member of Greenleal
‘Town,”! end that he led the poople of that town from the

¢ Natioml Arohives, Creck. B/108
2 Comumlssloner of Indian an, mmul Resort, 1061, 3. e,

L7150,
T0ABM, The Atierisan Indion oy Siapholder ahd Secesslonist, g,

50-61
7 Mirs Szl ghes the Sreck form f tha name, whths the apeling
Uss ionappee, Dihoologlsts use the spelling. Asilanabr. 1t somstiti
gopeuted |n Todian Termery newpapera a8 Urllornubbes. Tn Greet
Lits of womns. Domevar, ne ENIn Rachs, Grsgnied/, wis more <o
monly used. This |z ol on exnet tronslation, The orginsl nema csme
Trom e A arbt by e ook T hele b, SRR comemary



Lacation of Battle of Reurd Mowntains "

Eufauls vieinity to the mouth of the Cimarron. Tt seems inered-
ibla- that the. Greerleat pecple svould nave Wit therr sechuded
retuge near Chemoh and the prolection of Opothle Yahala's
marTiors to take this roundabout Joumey through the area under
Confederate eontrol.

"The informents remember that the evacuees who croosed the
Arkansas near the mouth of the Cimlrmn built “four big caves”
brlrm l}w conlluence of the two ti

this ¢tatement, but it has no mlslmn to the batle slte.
An.!r Opothle Yahola crossed the Arkansas um'l moved down
ta the Big Bend, hia subsequent. mevementa and the camps of
hiz followara ars completely irrevelant. It uhuulﬂ e ahl.ad also
that Ilvere i3 no ppperent significance in the et that Cox placed
the na “Cemp Gouge'”™ close to the baltlefield, 1f “Thom-
lon’s” h:ll.er is o be trusted, Opothle Yeholn may have been
known a8 “Gouge': for onz'of the young soldier's wnlerwes
begins, "The (Opnlhle'ychﬂlc or Gouge) *Tf this e true,
the name on the map means enly that Coopes nﬂnclnad Qpothle
Yahola's eamp, & fact that is undisputed, Cox alss pleced “Carp
McDaniel," from the name of Opothle Yahole's Cherokee ally,
close ta the two subsequent battles

Much less dependable than the Indian trodition is the
story™ told to 5 newspaper writer sixty-two year after the battle
by Jure Peak of Dnllns. who 23 a youth of scventren, hed
aemd with Cooper's Texas contingent. Tt wives a0 evidence as

the location of the b-lllelmlrl Yt it rmust be meniioned here
I:Ee:llm it han been cited in other arlicles Agcording 1o this
acoount Cooper began his march against Opothle Yahola “an

e from “Dwight's Mission soulhwest of For! Gibsom
Dwiht Mission of course was north of the present Sallisaw,
sautheast of Fort Gibeon. Equally inaccurate is his liming—""We
met, early one morning in October at Round Mounlain. The day
wag spent in skirwnishing, without any loses or advanlage to
speuak of on silher side. We went inte camp for the night on a
Yevel prairie, covered with sedge grans waist high, beginning to
dry cansidersbly. Making a corral with cur wagons, we ph
our stock within it.

“Wo retired with M understanding that the battle would
egin early in the moming." Then Captain Young's quiet men-
tion. of “the prairie on fire at my right" during the Jant sharp
conflict af the battle becomes a catastrophe with Hollywood trim-
mings. “At 1 o'clock we all of one accord leaped lo our fest, The

W adals, “Clril War fapsstad dn Inftan Tombary~ pallas
Morning News, My 1. L85, published h B

Mot g uiinoma: W Histary 6f the Siate and £ Pespe
(New York, 1999), Vol, T1, p, 838,
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orairie wms on fire in hundreds of places nlwnd. un and o fiezes
wind was earrying blazing grass hundreds o
new fires” Then tha "weird beauty of A hmimp.'
g " the scraaming of the mules, the enemy
Faiming bullta into orur confased rout make &1 exciling ke,
“We abandoned the white of our provisions, aad left in out
wake a dozen or o wagons, scares of mules, and (ifteen or twenty
dend and wounded men. . . . We were more then two houm
getting oot of the fire, but once cut, we did nat loiter on our
way back to Dwi isgion

10 ia inconceivale that Cooper would have conceeled this
wmilitary dissster; and wo have the reports of his subsrdinale
officezs that inaiced of flceing from the place in mch panic

that they even abandonied th they counted the
wagona end examined the e Yahola's camp. They
were etill in the vicinity late in the forencan; for when Quavle
reparted the denth of Captaln Stewact at “chout 10 o'clock”—
and corlainly they took time after that to bury he dal
it “6n the Red Fark of the Arkansae River” There is « modicum
of fact in Peak's account, but it cannot be used to prove anything.

Menticn was made arlier in thia article of the ore bit of
evidence that auppertz the Cox map. It was coniribuled af o
of the Payne Clounty Higtorieal Socisty March B, 1649
by the late Ola J. Rogers, langtime resident of Cleveland. He
oted J. C._Byers, who came lo the present Osege County in
the early 1870, and who gaid that in 1878 he found remaing
wagona near a high round hill three miles north and seven
miles weet of the mouth of the Gimarron,7+ The present writer
presented this svidenee in Uve Chronieles artiele™ of that year,
(hinking that it might be supported by additional dsta; snd
pointed eut at the same time piod although the lacation was nat
at the mauth of the Cimarron where historlana relying on Cox
hed always placed it, it was close enough ta be so shown on &
mMap nol drawn to exact saale. This suggestion has been followed
by proponents of the Cox site. who heve moved their bmlerwu
from a place ditectly acreaa the river f io the
Byera location. This would be entirely legitimate if wppﬂ?!in[
evidence had been found, but it slill stands alone. Incidentally
Mr. Rogers hiteelf rejected it when he examined the Twin
Mounde data.?!

preseat writer 1 not intimately familiar with all the
terrain at the new aite, but superficially this rough, timbered aren

TG 1. TN, RIE
74 D, 0. vit., P, 190, 00,
7Ol Ropurs o ‘Angie Dbo, Personal Tntérview, Etiimater, Okln-
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the prairie setling 20 evident. in the acoount
ipated in the hattle. Also the wreckage found
by Byer could pot have been extensive, for no investigator haa
reported finding any in recent vears. The broken wagons he saw
n 1575 could be the cecord of any seivale misforione on the
tril.

But st the Salt Creek ford northwest of the Twin Mounds,
althongh the larger irons wers used up Jong ago in the Fawnee
blacksmith hop, even vet After a main of o recent plowing the
ground is sirewn with frugmenta of dishea—thick iromatone china
decorated with blue fowers—pieces of st iron cooking pols,
crockery, eometimes showing the hendle or neck of a jug
wrought-iran nails, perhape a rusted lock or hinge from a chest
ar Lrunk. The wriler hes in fact picked up many such fragments
in recenl. yesm.

This evidence cannot be argued away by mying it Tepre-
sents an unrecorded Eight between rival cowbays or cutlaw gangs.
Cowboys did nol carry blue-flowered ironstone china dishes in
their chuuck wagons, neither did outlaws burden themselves with

‘bageage. Enually untenable s the theory thal [here

batlle there between Indian Iribes later
lized Indiang hed such poasessions, and
their Civil Wnr hiatery is well known. These articles are Elnqllenl
testimiony o a whole people's excdus, people whe toa
houschold Hreasures. inie thelr watons along with heir pror
visions and bedding and clothing and moved out with their

5. A movement of such magnitude could not have socun

unknown o history “later in the war®

Mareover, since the Payne County Historical Sociely began
it smtemive vesigatian saditional fidings have. been repuied
and verified. These statinents arc by peaple untamiliar with
the arginal sources end unaware of the uncanny accuracy with
which they fit. the official records.

Joe Fleming™ of Slillwater s a young man was oul hunting
aquitrela on Sall Creek one dey in 1902 or 1908, Near the old
ford he found & rusty buggy step. Having never heard af Cooper’s
renort of the pbandoned buggy, be puzzled much over its. nngln
“It was am odd thing o find a buggy step in wuch & Place’
far off the section-line mads that had replaced the eatly Irais,
Alao the white settlero—the only p!uple with 'lmg hed ooins
nnly nine ar ten years beicre, step by ils weathered
welition, locked pretty old.”

The Inte Henry Moebius lived on his farm two snd one-
half miles north of the Twin Mounda,”” Salt Creek crosses the

74 ECHS, Callcsilon, Jor Tlomlng, Siatoment, Snaunsy 2, 1950,
7B of NEW, Bec. 5. TION,
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location i
retreal of the Texans fram the Union camp. When it waa Firat
brought under cultivation several rustod. rifls barrels were found
in the fisld newr (e soathesst corner along \he aroch. Then n
1926 on a omall hill averlooking the ereels boltom he found &
wom powder (lask dented on one side.” 1t is military equipment
of the type used during the Civil War.” the side mark-
ings and insigne il besrs a manufacturer's stamp dated "1828
ané near the mouth are the faintly scratched inilials,
W, 5. It was many vears before John H. Melton, director of
research of the Payne County Historical Socicty, learned of thiy
find; thet at atce be telated it o the 5 powder-lasks” repariod
by Captain Brinson as lost during the baltle.

A mare signifiamnt find araused same neighborhood lalk,
but escaped histarical notice, In the fall of 1340 the county
Ereder uncoveted human bones on the eastwest wection road
about u miie and a hal! southwest of the Twin Mounds ¢ Franais
M, Pratt of Stillwster, who vas aix years old ot ta time, was
g with Thamae Pratl, his grandfather. He remembera the
e B vividly. “I gaw (he bones after ey had been soooped
o the ide of the road by the grader. The piace . . was on the
top of & low ill an which the greder had been Towring the
Tevel of the. mad. A vasly mard, aboul thrae fecl g, wes
uhcovered with the bones. 1 held it by the handle. . . . This
happened on the way home from school when olhers were with
me and it wa revognized as g sward by them toa. A
rmine, Bill Dobsen, lived on tap of this ssmie hill and his house

wes close to the road, and . . . he would tell me when more
botes seve dug up . . . Allogether several skulls were un-
covered. My gandfather lold me thal the dead onea

have been in the hug fight that happened at the Twin Mwﬂdﬂ e
This would have been 2 logical place for Cooper’s camp.®

78 PCHE, Collecton, Henry Moeblur, Staternent, January 2, 1955
Homer L Knight to Jobn I Melem, November 10, 1961 & phatograph
40 bae tnsk oppeared n Gr of Voo Duily Okiakoman, Dowember 3.

7 AL (e beginning ef P war (he Conlederale urmiy al course
Uhe equipmetl. fourd Lo United States ersanals and milliary posta.
*aThe Iocatlon 1s % avout the mia Hoin: or the securn line raad
on e sauth alde of See. 30, TIAN, RSE.

23 PCHS, Colleclion, Frandls M, Bralt lo Jabn H. Méltoh, Juiy 11,
3081 Rillie Joe Doirsan, Stavement. Ootobor 2, 1041, Dobson, was berwecn
“lght and niuc years old when Lhe borcs were ooV

42 Fram (0B Jocallen the SAIC Cretk fard 13 SUgNtly Wesl of Wocth,
Guastes report slaied that he pursaed Cpeihle Yabola' suts oo
Sar, He Muky have Sried from & poit [ArRer Wet; or pussioly
Tty disk Wartr o The BHoundis amd his cwrh ke TAvE ke
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Jt st four riles pars of the Cimarron ford used so sxtunsively

ymrs immediatey at the war, nd Wil back from the
Ve g, Were. these siciorams.thoss of e Cortequrals
Cend? g s toe ord St of Captain Stewaxi? All students
of Souther hittory know hew typiaal it was for a Confedorats
clficer 1o carry G mvand used vy s father of grandfather in
the Mexican War or the Revolution.

A buggy £lop, a powder Mask, an officer's eword — who
could have " expected them to leap aut of yellowed roporia 3
century old ta take materisl form on this western prairie? True,
they o ngt of themaslves prove the localion; but they sdd cra-
to prool already

In tre Fort. Smith Council at.the dloce of the mat Saniord
 grown up in Tulsa, presented the case

jected that
the Creeks would have hu"ud the
ottlstenis; thal they would kave been alfaid to ventura near
the range of the prairie tribes. This i ial of the whole course
ol Groek hiniors ™ And whan the United States sbandancd. s
military poste in fhe Indian Temitory that did not change the
situation; these posts had never been maintained to protect the
Crocka from the Pluina Indions. Oputhle Yahola's peogle were
in great. fear, but their fear was of Confederate nwaders and of
their own Canfederate leaders Thin s apperent in all theic
appeake for prolection. As for the trails they followed on this
“far western route,”®* it must be remembered (hat the only pre.
war tralls in the Creok country known to bistorinns are thoss
Jaid out or at least traveled by white men. The Creeks certainly
had comeunieatin, teels betweer, s -,mdj...a setilementa
and teails by which they traveled the wes fes for hunting
+ connalls with e - aie” lribes. "ot Uaoss k. could
have traced thete routes have lang sinoe died

The fact that Confederate rigiments were ordered 1o

border of Southeastern Kansas has been cited as indicating it
Opothle Yahola could not have been oo far west ay tha Twin

in tramscriolog the word "mocthwest” The report shaws
some evidence of husle: |t was written while the cormmand was silll
im0 ety and Berami )

*+ Comumlasloner of fndlan Alfulrs, Arnual Report, 1868, p. 328,

nnr the relalions of (he Greeks with the Plains irites sea Angie
Det0, Tue Boad to Isappéarance (Narmun, ISALL. Bp. 178-20. THEY
iy these caablshed riailons in the wostewar period also, ibid,
PP 2000 d
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CRercies AgeR: Jonn B JoRe o the Commisianer of Iodsh. At
Qted by Abel The American Inflan a3 Stiveholder ond Secersont,
P, 360 nols B43,
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Mounde. This requireg little comment;
Civil War had been adequately treated, L] .
shawld not be presented here, Briefly “these movementa wera
ted by Confederate wnmll military slrategy and had noth-
ing to do with Opothie Yahols, The general plan vas to invade

Sattheastern Kanmis, prmnl invasions of the Tndian Temritory
#rom that direction, and cooperste with the cmpaign in Missou
and Arkanm Tn his letler to Drew from Thlobthlooso Square
o o: 29 Cooper exprassed grest annoyance that the Creel

ravent!d hip joining thiz campaign. "It is Extremely
Vmunus ta be detained here by party feuds amongst the
Creeks, but it i unavoideble inasmuch as the Creels would
Probably refuse to mareh northward and leave their maliers un-
eattizd al home.” Indeed it was important to guard the northe
eagtern frontier; when the Union forces did invade the Indian
Territary the following summer they came from Baxter Springa
and marched down the Grand River to Tshlequeh and Forh
Gibson.

The or accepted Cox's location in wriling two books on
Creek h]llr:rv " ‘This wag a reasonabls interpretalion of the data.
Uien available. But when other evidence was presented it ba-
cume necssury 1o reviss this conclusian, And qurely Lhe time
has come now for a definitive idenlification of the place. Addi-
lml findings will be made no doubt from time h time, but
they can only combirm whal ig already known. In thege cen-
fennial years state historians have én cbligation to ualuate the

data now assemblod end mnke their conclusions accordingly.

See, for axamle, Abel, b, MD note 502, 152 mete 311;
, Go. cie. The Chuoatcler of Sitasome SO by oih, 1,
#5011 XIX (s 30399 (ri :

Farer 3
V1IN THe Rowd fo Dlaoppiarance; wnd Tulbse: From Greek Tewn
te Ot Cagitel (Norman, 18433



