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SACRED HEART ACADEMY AT VINITA
ESTABLISHED 1487

By Volme Nicberding

Vinila bad ils beginning in 1869, when the Covemment
authorized en east and west end north and south rallread
through the Indian Territory under the Indian Treaties of 1666,
the charter promised to the raad thal firak reached the border.

That the Missouri, Kanaas and Texas (‘fl’hly") won the
vace, entering the Territory on June 6, 1 well known.
Lems known, perhape, ia the eforia of the Atlintie and Pacifie
tnaw the 'Frisco) to eslablish its atation at Downingaville,
focated three miles nerth of the present Vinita.

The siruggle of the two cailioads, settled afler same blood-
shed and a court acion, reaied in a'ew taenaite. which Elna
Boudirot, a Cherakee Lawyer and member of the C
National Council, nared “¥inita” in honor of Vit oo,
the noted Washington sculptross who had befriended him.!

The hotery of Bousincts rumpulstions beten
the A & P: notes from newspapery about his I-Dl? of Ilu
Miutérsans WOPL oI IRETESANG HLEZRLL Ih Charciee. Mistory.

nd
srom.

Vinnke Ream was the andist ohe did the famous atatue of Abraham
Likzeln in (e Rotondo of the National Cuplisl I Washiogtes,
G Dt e ovcretiog W vl fomds of ptent more
Washingten. Shc ks noted b of her hcrmllllﬂ muln‘
e, 3 eotvaom of bocka and. o mhs of the
exhiblt In the Museum of ihe md-num.- Histaricol Soelety.

The builders of the railroad, called “The Irish Brigade”
spore lor the moss pary Catholic. Following them into the Tudien
Territory, Jesuit priests from the Osape mission in_Hamaas,
came mIannlenlly 1o serve their spiritual nesda. The Reverend
1. L. Setters, Phillip Collerton, John Schoenmaker and Paul
Ponvigilione, said Mass in the home of Frank Sheehan, a section
Joreman, or in box cars where the seclion hands Tived.

After the establishment of Sacred Heart Monsstery on the
Potawataml mﬂervﬁllon m 1677, by Benediclines, priests fram
Lhis center visited Vi n their tripe ta the anww reserva-
tion. Nat until 1852, whvn lha Reverend William H. Kelcham

! an Essserm-schonlan, univershy-bred lawer, poudloc maa o s

0 hiad done more than any siher of hls Pace o bring (he Failroad
mln Inin T 'renmm Betare e appmum of & great majrly of Biv
people hed heen broken dvwn e tad been praciically ciled by hie
O ihatuma The. Koty olrigd 'ond he Lt Fronder
fUnivershiy of Oklehoma Press, 1932}, 0. K6
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wes placed in charge of all the Catholic mimionary wark in the
northeastem part of Todian Territary, waa there am emanent
Cathelic cptablishment in ¥ini her Ketcham vieited Vinita
regularly. helmnm! the "Vinita Mimsion Baptiamal Record' on
June 3,

Tn 1884, Father Ketcham built 2 small choreh in Vinita, and
1 sm dedicated by Bichop Theaniile Meecochaert on dori) 2,

895, The Church had cost $1.500 and its donor was ot kaown
Dot it brovee b1 hanging in the steeple was inccribed, “Chero-
kee lo the Catholic Church at Yinita. LT. 1835."

The Reverend Arthur, Versavel, who had been gent to Vinita
1n 1694, was the first tesident pastor of the church, which had
been dedicaled as “Floly Ghost Catholic Church.” The priest
was bom in Belgium in 1871 and had come lo the Indian Ter-
titory s a missionary. He died in Deaver. Colorado in 1952,

T 1897, a school built by funds furnished By Molher Kath.
arine Drexel of Philadelphis, had opened with an enrollment af
thirly pupils. Tt was stalled by the Rensdictine Sisters of Sheal
Creck, Arkanss.!

The year 16% marked not only the Psa'hh»hmrnl of 0
church bt it ems likewise an importunt ocm: in the lite of

Cherokee Indiuns. This was the yoar vi.ht"n a_wagonload of
silver came o ta—-when members of the Cherohee Lribe
drew $6.640.000 "strip money” or payment for (he *Cherokes
&trip” which the Iribe had sold to the Government. 1. O. Harris
was the principal chief at the time and 1. Calsh Slarr was the
trcasurer. ULS, Marshals were op hand to keep the growd of
mare than 5000 people moving as pitchmen, gamblers and gyp
ertists had their day. One writer reported “Prac disturbers were
merely tied to a kree until thoy were willing to behave.”

Saon afles tho Catholie schaol coonied i 1897, the Vinits
Indi: Caiefiain, rerored columns of January 1, 1998:

o (500, of ppils hav dpubted besides the numerous
maivie andl art pupile wher fake special lessarns n (ree brandhes,
Thouith Sacred Heart s a Catholic School 1l admila moile of

s teham was the flmst privst crdslned for the Trdinm
Terrilory by ml-hmnu st BUROP, The Rt Reversnd Thiophlle
adeerachaert—Diceosan records,
 Mother qu Katharine Dremel dled March 3, 1855 at the age
56 8he s L founrazs s first Sugerior Ceneral of the Sluccs o
T Weswns Casramont for Todtan ana Colored peaple. The organicntion
which she founded has carviéd Bet ThUSIEDARY Work o 34 archdlagesen
asoreses n 21 slates and operates Tavier Univershs, tiew Orleana
(Cpthallc Qriversity fﬂr Hegroesi. She helped te build every CaLhuH:
lun, isclon n OKanoo. Velma Fievarding, “The Ricasar M
in Southwest Ceurter, March T
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any denomination withi
to influence the religiol

itz walls and mo .u.emm ever made
convictions of eny of them.”

The neat year (180} the Sisters of Mount Carmel of New

Orleans took over the school and taught unlil lhe end of the
school yesr, 190% +

In 1904, the Sislers of Divine Providence of San_ Antono,
Texs, nssumed charge of the school and have continued i
oncradion 10 this day. The school and the land on which it s
situited wore deeded 1o the Sisters, by the Cherokee Tndizns,

an inducement for them to amume respansibility for fhe iso-
laled mission achool. Sister M. Elizabeth was the firat principal.

The boarding school was originally for Indisn girls but a
day school was maintained for both boye and girls. Mo recoed
f Tndian students aticnding has been found in  Catolic drac-
tories for the period, but in 1904 the tolal enrollment of the
Bchool was RO siudents. Allendance reporls bofore stateh
do npat desigeate the number of Indian pupils. In 19708 no
Teport i8 extant in these direclories but in 1909 and 1910 the
allendance was 145 no brenkdown in e figures ng to Indinn
ar White or boys or gitls. In 1911, for somo reason, the tatal
enroliment is roparted as 30. [n 1913 it was 80.

The Muotuations i enrollment fgures may have resulted
from the fact (hat Indinn appropriations for supplics had bc"n
withdrawn by the Gowernment where children attended mi

schoals. [n 1907, the Com ionec of Indian Affeirs had drlllcd
an item that children in mission schools would be entitled to
funds under trealy slipulstions, although it was reperted thet
in only three mission scheols in the United States had they
been reccived.

The Inst church reeord entry by Fafher Versavel was made
an November 30, 1902, He lekt the Indian Territory Lo join the
desuit Order, and was scon (hereafter sent on foreign mission
work in British Honduras.

During much of his pastorste he wes the only priest in (he
whole northeastern section of the Tndian Territory. He was oon-
stuntly on the move by horseback or buggy to care for both
Catholics and non-Cathelics who sau 1 prisal bt infrequently.
He aften slopt along the trail with only the sky s hi

and "the baws of mairie animals 25 his companions. v

= Stilers tesching In Sacred Teart Academy at the dloss of
e yenc 190, were . Clore: Mechuica; Miaurice and Laurmer 4
“rip to Qs 1oaT% y Sister M. Lairence), The Chronicies of
Oxiatima, Yor R, 90, 3 e 15500,

e indlun Senrine, » DuSIERikn of the Cathollc Burcau of
Tndien Missions, Annual number, 1001,



Soered Heart Aeademy of Vinite EL]

was 2 wide-open “eow town” and it wat not unusual far (he cow-
boys 1o ocltbrate on pay day. One incident {s reported by the
Reverend T. F. Eramer: One night Father Versavel was sitting
at hig desk by an open window when cowboys begun to shont
up the town. As the bullels ricocheted around the parish honse
the prieat dived under n table. A lamp on his desk was smashed
1o piecss by the bullels.

In 1500, Father Versavel hnd roceived as his assistant, his
cousin fram Belgium, the Reverend Maurice D'Hacncns {laler
shoriened, Lo “Dannis™ beeause his name was loo difficu)t Jor
the Tndians to proneunce]. Father D'Hacnens stayed in Vinlta
but one vear, going then fo St. Mary’s of the Quapaws lo wark
among that fribe in 1901

Charles Van Hulse suocecded Father Versavel in 1903 sod
minisleced to the Vinila parich for fifteen years [n 1909, he
built t. Ann's church at Welch, end remodeled the original
ta church increasing its seating capacity to two hundred.
His last baplismal enlry wes made in 1917,

Diuring this inlerval of fifteen years, ulhﬂ priests either
visited he parish or sorved it and the school

lowing names re listed on baptismal
issalde, . 5. B AST, nd O'Keiffo, .
Wiswama, W. Hullor, Fhit B, Gordon, and Antnony Redbnge
Q.5 B

Father J. ¥, Daviin, whose lirst haplismal entry is daled
Maorch 25, 1917 was the next resident pasior, During this year
the Sinclair Ol Company located a refinery at Vinits and the
city grew W over 5000 inhabitants

Splitlog at Coyuga, over wl par

Jurisdiction for many years, was abandoned a& & mission church.}

Father Davlin was sueceeded by Father F. D Mu"lﬁ-dy

served until 1925. Afler his eervice Falher T. F. Krai
2 schelerly priest, writer and lecturer had the Ellnrpe al \h
Fathor Kramer worked Lo build up the parish and schoo! unéil
his trensfer in 1947 to Merrill, Wiseonzin.

Father Rupert Landcll waa the next priest, sorving until 1955
when he was succreded by Fathor Joscph Beigler, the prscnt
paslor.

educational institution. Tn 1817 the first building was replaced

* Yelma Nitbording, "Chict Spiitlag and the Cnyuga Kilssian Church™
Tie Chronlsles of Gkiahome, Vol, XXKIL No. 1 (8priug, 18844,
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by a new frame structure and in 1922 & wing of brick was added
to the school. In 1927 & gymnasium wea built

Tn 1944, & grolto to “Our Lady of Lourdes" was o
an the school grounds and recanily 3 mare modern EvmmEILR
and auditorium have been completed

The Academy s bath o grade and high school with a
boarding scheol for girls. It is aceredited 1o the Universily of
Oklaboma and Our Lady of the Lak Cnﬂugp Ban Antani nnd
through it 1o the Catholic University of America. Tt drows
tany of its students from surrounding communities,

But the cloriul daya bofors stathaod when litte bays and
gitle from many Tndian % lepened to sludy together, are
gome, The school today s of predominantly white enmllment.

rs. Rlanche Fvans Freomsn, 4
Solitlog, (he builder of Cayugn

that anoe as o small child she ohjreled angeily 1o bring intro-
duced to the Bishop s “Matt Splitlox’s grnddnughtur”

“My npme is Blanche Fvans,” she insisted staunchly. Sev-
oral of the Solitlog arandehildres attended the schal. ns. did
the late John Jordan of Cherokee, Cherokee Nwion. Jordan, .
grandnephey o General Stand Watic and a grandson of Col.
called that the Sisters
5, bul deplore his low

marks in “department.’”

¢ Vinita parish hes a new church dedicaled on June 2!
1952 b the Taia Bishop Fapent d. MoGuinness. The origial
churth i used 88 o parlsh hall At the prese
seatamy has o enroilmant of 165 whith indudvs. i
gludents. The principal iz Sister M. Stansin.

‘The Siswers of Divine Providence and their studenis cele:

breted the Golden Jubilce of Sacced Hearl Academy on Octoher
30, 1853




