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THE INDIAN MISSION CONFERENCE OF OKLAHOMA
By Martha Stewart

Work among the Indians befors the removal of the Tndian
Tertitory, now OKlahoms, was nothing new lo the Methodisl
Church, for many years befors remova) there had been faithful
missionarics in the Bast. Many of thess workers came west with
their Indian friends lo help Lhem in any way pomible on the
Jouthey.?

At the closs of twelve years of work in the Tndian Terrllory
the Mathedist Episcopel Church consieted of 12 white preachers
who were members of the Arkangas Conferenve; 3 Indian
areachers, members of the same conference, and 21 local Indien
Preachers, umang them Samuel Checote, 2 Creck There were
1,500 Chergkee membere, one theusand Choctawa, and 500 Creel
members. Also 150 Megro members. and 100 White membera
making & total of 3,350,

Methodist mission work had been no succesaful that the Gen-
era] Conference, meeting in New York Clity, May 1844, author-
ized the organization of the Indien Mission Annual Conlerence,
Boundary tines of the Conference were Montana, on the north;
Rocky Mountaing on the weet; Arkansas and Missour on the
cash, & part of Bast Texas and all of the present Stale of Okla-
homa on Lhe soulh.
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Indien Mimion Conference. Tt met a Chapel in the
ks koo e abequah vscber 31 - Thia e
he Tirs Anpuny Gonferenee. s hela fn OKahora

whe were charler members inchuded Thomat B. Rubl, o Do
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Oakchish, and Jolm F Boot. Another member, Williem H. Goode
was elected secretar

‘This wag dnnn! the critical dovs just prier to the Civil
War and that same year the Methodiet Eplscopal Church divided

Urion of the three branches of Methodist, which included the
Methodist Protestant Church, in 1989,

The Indian Mission Conference in a resplution deplored the
division between the North and the South, but moved to become
A part of the Southern branch of the Church, Delegates. ware.
clected to a convention in Lovisville, Kentucky, in May, 1845
This group voted to have its first General Conietenge in Peters.
burg, Virginia. in May, 1846. At the time of crgenization thare
were 27 lacal preachers, B white members, 139 Negro members
and 2.992 Indian merbera in the Conierence, During the year
$217.21 had been mﬂec!ed locally ior missions. There were now
Abaut 950,000 Tne same 75,000 belonging

e steond Annual Con{uenne met st the Indian Manusl
lﬂbor Sc.hm] in the Shawnee Malion, in Kansas, Oclober 23,
1845, Elshup Jozhua Soule presided and James Wheeler was
secretary,

The third Tndian Mincion Conference et at Riley's Chapel
i (he Cherckee Nation, November 12, 18464 Thia Conference
aeopled sixteen rules o gouemn parliomentary procedure, which
remained in force until 1830, when & special committes on rules
su'bwmtwd to the conference @ mew liat, which was. aéepled
The Chucch now (1648} head mission sehools el Quapas,
Fort Caitee, Fort Washits, The Indian Mamual Labor Senooi
wnn located at Bhevanao in Kansae. In 1843 n school for girls
opened sl New Hope near Fott Coflce, Choctaw Nation.t
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A schop! in the Creek Nalion wes started near present
Eulauls, in 1848, called the Asbury Manusl Labor Scheol. This
wag the largest school in Indien Mission Conference. Choctaw
Academy located mear present Rufe, McCurtain County, was
opened fn 1849 ut it did ool ank a3 high as fhe othews in
the hcglnn' g

gress in (he Creck Nation was the most striki
the Cvoaks had lond heen borie 1o Chrlutisnity. iy Belig
only James Essex and Samuel Checole {both Creeks) were
the only ones who dared preach in the Creek Nation. Eventually

through the nfluerice of Sarmuel Checote the lawa prohibiting
preaching by the missionaries were sbrogaled. and a whole die-
triot wati formed in thot nation. The Presiding Elder, Reverend
E. B. Duncan. teported twelve churches and Gfty new members
added durmg the year

4 achool was organized in the Chickasaw Nation
clled Blogmield Academy, near Achille, Bryan County.

It ie interesling {o nole that the Tenth Conference met at
the Creek Ageny near the present ite of Mus\n[ﬁe on Oclober
28, 1853, where nat Iong belore the preaching of the Ward was
Torbidden under penalty of at leant thirky-nine lashes or even
death.

In 16534, William FL, Toode, 2 Methodiat Missionacy isied
Fart Gibson, He said: “the sight is beautiful and commanding.
Tt b gemerel arpect of nemtner an the offieers le i good
siyle but weligiovs conditions are far from fattering. Iniem-
perance iy ont of the Ereatest curses.”

In 1858, Mra. George B. Hester, came st the age of eighteen
yeara of age Irom ber hame in Alabama to teach in the Chicka-

s Gnoclya Totan hursh dn il called “Chectaw Acafemy.”
ia the Southeast DLstriet of the Indiun blalon Co . MeCUTMAIn
Cotniy Tt besihodios 5hool iemionea here Ana opened i, 104 s
rr he Tomas ~Clioetyw Aoudorry' a Blus Springs, Kentucky,

or & fem pupl
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7 Willksm B ry Forts arnd Comps in Oklahioma,
(Ratiow Pomning Company. OEARCmE CUFr. P, 3.
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g Mismion nest Tishsmingo. She organized the firat Womar's
Missionary Society of the Methodint Church, Sauth in
il Boyey Depols

Two ofher workers who later came made a great impact
on the work. They were bisters from Alabama, Mimes Dord
and Lochic Rankin who came to teach in New Hope. They stayer.
only one year. Misa Dora returned home end Miss Lochic
becapne the first missionaty to China in the former Southern
Methodist Church sent oui by the women.

The Civil War days brought disruption among the people
of the Indian Territory and in the Indian Mission Conference
The Indian Malions were alimned by trealy with the Conlederate
States gt the beginning ef the War byt the People themselves
were divided in their sympathies, No church canlerences were
Teld in 1867 and 1863, and there wa3 no regular lay represen-
tation until 1666,

Since the Tndian Nations considered. that they had aligned
with the Canlfederacy, thay reserved the right to surrender Lheir
own troops at_the end of uu Civil War, it was not until three
sonbha alter Lot's survender that the last Tndlan regient sur-
rendenvd,

The Church had = great task affer the war in reorganizing
and rebuilding churches and achoola. Tts influence was directed
o reeslablis b and help in alaying bl feuds, The kot
Zovernmients under (he supervision of the National Government
ind the ationa] Ufe of the Indizra diminlshed. Chickaraw
‘Acudemy, Fort Coffee and New Hope were nok able lo open
immedintely afler Lwe War though New Hope was opened Inter
fn o girls' seminary

Soon ofter the Wac, the Reversnd John Harzell wes p-

inted Superinlendent of the sniire Mision. e gave. moat
time to the Cherokee end Creek Diatricts.

Only briel menlion con be given here from among the
conforences year by year and wany of the impatiant cvents in
history up o > the ok of the present day Indian Mission Con-
ference.

The Twenly-aixth Conference was held at Boggy Depot,
Choctaw Nation, October 4, 1871 with Bishop H. N. McTyeire,
presiding. John Hurrell whs seeretary. The resting reported
122 Whke Member. £3%0 Tndian Membecs, 434 Negroes, and
61 local preachers in the Confers

irateth Fuiton wes bart i Goorgin 11630), Uhe dudghter of Rev.
Dethn TelTerasa. Poltan. o VFEIOb—s - Saran Ao Ba
Themalcs Ph. Chraniles of Dhahoma, Vol XIKDX. 6.3 (Auvaran,
19513, p. 310,
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In 1886 Bichop Galloway presided over the Confersnce
at Vinita, asking for volunteers & go to the “Wild Tribes” of
the Went ‘or (e Plying Tndians, Reverend J. J. Methvin volun.
teered for this wack, Fla gave many years of devoted cecvice and
w o laved membee of the Tndian Mission and Cklahoma Con-
ferences untll his death in 1941 at the age of ninety-lhree years.
Among kie converts wers some of Custer's Indian Scouts, and
such Jeaders a8 Kiching Bird, Andele and Funting Horse. Hunt-
ing Hore, who lived to be 101 years old hes bwo sanz who are
rotired members of the Indian Mission Conference, Alberl and
Cecil Horee and ane grandson who is an Ective member of the
Conference. He in John Taaloke ("Horse") pastor of Meunt
Scolt-Comanche Methediat Choreh,

Andele, s Mesican, was saptuied e baby by o wasdering
group of Kiowas, and teared em as 2 son. Recognized
goons marbood and rectored 10 hia family he could not endure
the way of his own Decple and returned to the Kiowas, He later
hecame & Methodist Prescher under Bhe name of Andrea Martinez,

The Indian Mission Conference foday s the largest Home
Mimion Praject in the Methodist Charch. There are now 123
churches covering the state of Oklahoma with all pastors of
Indian blood. Because of the noed to follow our people wherever
thew ore, the Conferonce bea esloblished Mimiors iy Dl
Texas: Arkanass City, Wichita, Topeka, Horlon ané Lawrence
in Kanaas. There are now over 1000 members in the Ihdian
Miszion Confarence.

In 1818, with Bishop Edwin Mouzon prosiding the name
waz changed to the Oklakoma Conlerence sinee there were now
more White members end the Indinn Mimion was organized
a3 & Mission Conference.

Tt s beon carimased that of e Tndian vopulation (123,
000) in Oklshoma the Methodist Church resches sl
A g i T o el e
Church bul many more look ta it for help

The Conlerence, covering the entire state of Oklahoma a8
well s the churches mentioned in other states is divided into
four districts, Nertheast, Southessi, Northwent and Soulhwestern
Districts, each vith an Indlian District Superintendent,

“The General Superintendent is the Reverend D. D. Etchi
5o, & Tnember of the Oklahoma Conference; Executive Secrelary
al the Confcrence Baard of Education is the Reverend $, Fronk
Wheeler, who i alsa & member of the OKlahoma Conference.
Directaz of Youth Work s = Kiows Indian, the Revetend Robert
Finezaddicy, the anly Semi ed
sion 4nd a memer of ke e, Mison o Oklamorta Con
ference:
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Two sre working under the Waman's Division
Christian Service of the Methodist Church in the Tndian Mis.
sion Conference. They are Mian Martha Stewart, former Con-
forcice Director of Children's Work, and presently working
with tha Cheyenne-Arapshos Churches: and Miss feanne
6ver, present. Direcior of Childrers Wark for the Conleren
Tormerly  Church and Cammunity Worker in the Notth Mis-

i Conference.

At present there is one youne minister in ong of the new
seinitaries in Hanaas City, 81. Pauls Methodist. He will soon
be gradusting and returning far work with his people. Another
gradueted lagt June.

The Conlorence s well organized with & slrong Woman's
Socioty of Christian Service: a Methodist Youth Fellowship and
8 growing Young Adult group.

The American Indian influence is seen in fhe Conference
by Lhe names of some of the pastors and churches; Ahpeatona,
Deer, Tecumseh, Roughince, Wildeat, e only o lew of the
someres Somo of the churches are: Thiopthlooss, Antors.
Cedar Creck, Big Cusselah. Hunting Horse, and Mulkaha:

n Mision Conforence @8 o family affsir. The
whele family atlends the meelings. While the pasiars are hav-
ing their meeting the wamen and youth are having their husi
ness meelings and activitics are provided for the children,
Toside: the brush arbor during the Conferenoe muetings. minis
teriel and Jay delegates are being led in prayer by onc of the
ne of whom is Reverend Frank Bosin, 101

grandson of Hunling Horse the iamous U, 5. Army Scont,

The Conference, guided by Bishop W. Angie Smith, hears
reperts. of Methodiem's growih throughoul the Missicn ares
Occasionelly, op invilation, ame tribe or anolher sings in ils
own mative tongue, Or it may present a pift w0 some visiwor.

The greater part ef the program is given over le Worship
end important Conference buginess. Thia blend of ihe old and
the new takes place cach summer. They uswally reet ot ane
of the Diatrict Centers. ‘This sumhter it will b at. the Southcast
District Center near Antlers. If you do not know thr way, just
g2 1o Andlers and foilow the Indian! Mast of them will be going
to Conlerente.

A tor could easily mistake the Conlerence for a Camp
Meeting in the beat Methodist tradition. sbout the
;rmmﬂ.s ara Camp-houges where the churches of the disirigl
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serve three meals & day o all visitors. Each lable eeats twealy
people, usually two lables lo a house, and these tsbles ary

sometimes
more. depending on the pursber of peogle attending the confe
Sundsy, when read

there wsli he !lnm dour to five thousand people on the gmnmiu

Iodian Melhodicts thoroughly enjey their Canferenoe be-
cause they like to do things as a fami mast of the
parents arrange ‘o lake v‘ullum ul this ime 80 (hey will not
miss this greal event, which has hecome so meaminghl to them
Lhmngh ihe years.

one of pur greatest needs s for more warkers wha
andemiee th Todion, oo prablems. Someane wha can &p-
preciate his cullure and hig sbility.

The need is aloo for grenter cppartunity for training and
education for eur young ministers and others imteresled in
church work. Alse Tor unfailing friendship, wise counsel, and

suidance, all vital phasts af Chiistian Berviee ko the “first fami-
lies” of the land,

The hand of Christion fellowship must be extended lo him
wherever he is. We necd o recruit more young people to take
their places of leadrrship in their own conference; to belp
open of opportunity for them, te encourage them in their
Embition 1o bl their. wyn peaple, and mast ot ail fo alk with
them in the spirit of Chriglian brotherhood,




