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SEALS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
By Muriel H. Wright

Origlnal paintings of the official seals of the Tndian nations,
or Five Civilized Tribea in the Indisn Territory, on exhibit in
The Muscum of the DHlahoma Histarim] Saciety ere repmoduced
on e apposite pare in olor.

The Indian seals have a purt n the large (ve-pointed star
that centera the Great Seal of the State of Oklahotha described
in Article VI, Section 35 of the Oklahora Constitution adopted
ek the time of statehiood In 1907, Heading clockwise the Indian
eeals appert in the five rays of the large slar in the Oklahoma
Seal, 55 follows: upper Tay, Chickasaw; uppet, right hand, Choe-
taw; Jower, right hand, Seminole; lower, left hand, Creek: uppe

Rett hond, Chetokes, AL the contor of the Great Seal s o Teplca

of the Chlehoma Tercitorial Seat deseribed In Statutes of Ol
o, 008 {p. 1129), providing the design for the “permanent
Grand Seal of Ihe Tamitory of Oklshoma.” Also, outside and

bafween the five mys of the large slar of the Great Senl are forty-
five small stars tepresenting the forly-five statea of the Union
‘when Oklahoma was admitted oo the 46Lh state, in 1907. The
many detsile of the Oklahoma Seal, especially thase of the six

g drewinga for illustrative purposea. It has
been ound. that prectically every warsion of the Oklehema Seal,
T ok o, rom saiehond o 1637 wa insorumnte, evon Erotespue
in many details. This hes been especially true in depicting the
five Indian seals.

The Oklahoma_Historical Sociely fhrough spesial research
by the Editorisl Department in 1857, provided the comected
repraduction of the Okinhoma Seal shown on the outxide front
caver of this number of The Chronicles. This reproduction gives
the five Tndipn sealy like those in the Museum paintings as
well as that of the Territorial Sesl in the center of the large,
five painted star, the design of the lalter shown in Statutes of
Okh.'mmn‘ .!893 1t is interesting and gratifying o the Historical
Socle! te this reproduction of the Okishoma State Seal
a part of rhe intarior decorations two Tew
usldings srected by the State nocth of Lm Caplbo] deduuted

! Por delat on e fitory and the production of these five paint-
ngd. ase “Ctfiaial Seais of e Pve. Chvbies " iy Mulel 5L
[y Ghronteier o Oklahoma, Val SPVin, o, & Demcrmbar,
1M40), pg, 300-10, Reprodustions of the Hve seals In black and whilé
et s et



Seals of the Ftoe Ciplised Tribes as

Seal of M Cheraber Nation Sect of the Chickosss Natkon

Seal of the Choclaw Notor.

Seal of the Greek far Muwcoges] Nation Seal of tha Seminale Nation.

CFFICTAL SEALS OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES
OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY

[Oviginal PaioUngs by Oup €. RN n Crisboms Rimril Bocltr)
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and opened this year (1962). The entrance doors, the pancle
oves the elevatans and oiher places In (e Wl Rogers Butlding
on the west n the specially desgnoe shinaware of
e micr cafeeer shan T realions of she Socety's
reptoduction of the tate Seal. The Bequeyah Buiding o e
cac side also uses thin repraduction.

“Fhe paintingg of the Jndian seels in the Myseum are the
work of Guy C, Reid, well kmowm architect of Oklshoma City,
Dot were Tade ond contributed by i at the reagert of 8
special committee of the cal Soclety ta provide the device
o cach for reprodhucliona i salor. Eath paling conasia of 8
R M A Ve A A
oo, the scsigng bated on ollest mpmuiom of the old metal
dics, on the old Tndion liws provi of official scals and
other data from U rocords of the Five Civilised Tribes, supplied
acrugh epecial research on the wbject i the Historial Society
and the UL, Indian*Ofics at Mushoes.

FReplicas of the five palntings have been popular and widely
used since they were mproduced in 1940, At the invitalion of

the Indian teals embroidered in colors like thace in the pai
Wern preaeniod oy Fiag Day, Turs 3, 1940, to Alnaana's Fiub
of Flaga in the Hislorieal Building at Mootgomery. The tantiers
in lisu of flags are still on
Tndian nations that at ane time or anther in Lhe pest ool
the boundaries of Alzbama.

‘These garme paintings of the Tndian seals made up the design
used by the Poal Office Departtaent for the special U.S, postage
stamp In 1948, commemernting the senteanial of the development
and setlement of the Five Clvilised Tribes aa nations in Okla-

r the centennial celebration held in Muekogee this
same year, large reproductions of the five segls were painted in
the game colar scheme on the etreet, along which five, beautiful
2:815 alsg d;l;emn! the Indisn seals in color were a. part of &

o

The Indian sesls from the Muteurn paintings have
in “Five Coulined Trbey Jewely.” particlacly
it atose chon braovts o meciiess eamrings, at
instaros ene with e gpproval of “The Intertribal Cauncil
of the Five Civilized Tribes, which has its offioss at Mushoges.
The Council is made up of members of the Five Tribes, and was
eutarly orgsnised some yeurt 2o to promate the welfare o cll

The Historical Socicty at one tim uced the designs
of the Indian seals on small silk flaga in the predominating




Seals of hr Five Citifized THBE =1

colora of @2 Museum paintings, that wete popular with schosl
children aod visitors to- the Historical Building. The Chromicles,
f

ginning with the winter number of the magazine, 1955-1958, to
autumn, 1857

Beiofly, the history and lors of the five Tndian seals are
given here:

Cherokee Seal. The neven pointed otar in this seal has reference
o he seven asered clang, the 1 legendary beginnings of the Chero-

the constitution of the Cherakee Malion, Weat, was adopted.

Chickasa Seat. ‘The Indian warrior in shown in ancient regalia,
carrying twa arrows in bi o in his leit
hand, and o shield on
noted 08 & nation of warriors, of which the war-chicl Tishorning
i3 known e a great leader in history.

Choctaw Seal, The cutside bocder of this sesl has the words,
“The Grent Sea) of the Choctaw Nation and the central devies
shows an_unstrung bow, crossed by [iee arrows and a pipe-
Hatchet, The Choctaws were known s a peace loving people yel
sltong in defensive warfare, In sncient times, they the
Tndian ealumet pipe in their councils, the cotumet later being
teplaced by the steel pipe-hatchet in (rade with the French.

Grock Seet, In (i see, the words <Cirest Seal of the Muscoges
Nation, LT
that dows & sheat of wheat and a plow, Th
referred to thomselves 5o the “Musoonce,
colonists having given them Lhe name of Croek becyne ey
lived mlong certain' creeks in Georgia. The sheat ol whest and
fhe plow reprasent she “Musmges” us an n:m:ulturnl peopl,
doviss appuseatly having oen dhocen h the influence
i e Nation waan o ol sea s
Zdaplag afier he period of tha American Civll War.
Seminoie Seat. The Semincle was smallest in population amang
the five Indian nations, grent, authority retting in the office of
the Principal Chief, Affer mettlement in the West, Lhe Principal
it wes senczally  member of o sirane mulng ol or family,
who wau aletted und re<lected for thia office
Ol maty years. In. kaeoing with has oentral wuthorsty the offeial
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ocal has the words “Executive Department Semincle Nation” in
the border, and the device in the centor shows a plumed tribes-

MAN rowing a canoe Acress e lake to a village and trading hoyee.
“This scene is symbolic of the lakes of Florida, the homeland of
the Seminclea hefore the main part of the tribe was remeved
west ta the Indian Territory. Some of the Seminales nmrmvﬂi
weat, and their descendents stlll live in the swamp country

of Flotida.
The official seals of the Five Civlized Tribes, seen in the
Muneam pai baged an their ald government documents in
the historical records, reveal some of the tribal charact
and msch of fhe lore ol the Indign peoples. The paintinga of
these seals in colar, each device done according lo data from
orlgnal gources. have theraselves made istory in the s, having
ted a dooper appreciation for the sory of Oklahoma and all
Ha pocple. Contimuad intereat and. sequtate for reprodctions of
the Tndian atals have protipted cho fall page in coor hers In
The Chronicles for autumn, 196!

—The Editor



