] The Chronlclss of Gkiakoma

THOMAS GILCREASE
Br Marmn Wengen*

I known eilman of Creck Indiun,
sttt o ot e Muscim at Tult
iessly approciated bia American heriage, Ear Iy in Hte hn e
tmenced to sasemble the remarkatle collecti ngs, sou

ture, boaks, manumoripts and artitacis pﬂb\lnm‘ gtaly cherln
Tndizn and the American fronticr which hus come lo be recognized
&5 the Nation's most oulstanding collection of its kind.

Th-m-u Gllu-uue was born in Robilens, Loufsiona.
Fe ), one of the large familv of children of w]"llm
and E]lznhelh (nex. Vowell) Gllerease. When Thomas was & faw
months old, (he !lm\ly maved to Eul‘-uln. Indian Territory, for
WMrs. Gilerease was of Creek Indlan descent which gave her and
hot hildven lend. vights in the Creek Nation. A year Inter, thy
settled on 2 farm just eouth of Ball Mountain where they w
neighbors to the Pumy tamity. Thomay Gilerense aftended [
first echoa) in this community, taught by Alexander Posey, later
the noted Creek poct in Chklahoma historv. In ebout 1898, the
Gilerease fanily meved farther went to the Twin Mounds, in
present Creek County, whete they tock @weir allolments of land
&t the time the lnhu'l colls -mi sllnlmeans in severalty were
made i cresse apened a ittle
ol Inter awred two cotton
gins and a prist mill in the vicinity. In 1904, he moved hia
{amily 1o Wealaka, an old posl oifice in the Creek Nation where
he laid out & Wwmsite and becarse postmaster and opensd &
general merchendise store. His son Thomas n & oy picked
¢alton and drove a wagon and am on the farms; lelee e wotked
in the cottan gine and in the stare and post office at Wealaka,
Oul was etruck four miles from the 160 acre allotment. of Thomas
e in lBDS lnd his land wes soon in the famous Glen
PWI or t.hc b lelﬂ U‘ull pw\hzd “Tulaa
1 Capi the World” Young
Gﬂ.l:relse n.d mmm pmdunng oll wclls on his 160 acre
allatment by 1917

He attended Bacone College at Muskages, Indian Territory
in 190708, soon alter oil wes siruck on his land. A few years
leu he attended the State Teachers College at Emporia, Kangas.

o Tulsa in 1908, which was really his home through-
wl his Iifetime though ke lived in California a ehort time; he
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8lbo Tived in San Antonio for a period of years, and traveled
ebroad for meny years.

‘Thomes Gilerease cerried on bis own business interesls at
en early age—farmaing. ranching and desling in real estate. He
ryrchased m tmet of Jand two and one half miles northwent of
Tulsa in Blackdos Towmshie of Osage Ceunty, in 1912, where
he built a larse home and bought his first oil painting, Rurel
Couriskip by Ridgway Knight.

Young Gilerease had started his own <l business and entered
e field of barkine at the age of fweniy-ont. Fie soon awned a
inrge inlerest. in the bank now keown ag the Fourth National
Eank at Tulsa, also owned outright the Bnnk of Bixby, the State
Bonk of Waganer, the State Bank of Coweta and also, &t one
time, the Targest bank in Stillwater.

Mr, Gilerense formed the Silerate Ol Company at Tulsa
in 1622, The Compeny brought in the first oil producer in South
Cente) Oklahoma ocan eftersard, ond it was dur i
overations that Mr. Gitcrease discovered & new ol producing
ieata which fa kwary loday a3 e Cilerease sund, T aparred
the development of the oil pools in this patt of Oklshoma auch
% the Panoose, Samkwa, Wewnka snd others. The Gllcrcase Oil
Conmany established un office in San Antonio in 1936, and oper-
ated in the East Texas Field, south to the Rio Grande River, west
4o New Mexico a8 well ss in North Texas, Southern Oklahorta and
Kanzs. Later, Mr. Cilcrease also establighed an affice in Europe.

He started his exlensive traveling sbroad in 1525 Tt was
in thig thet his interest in American culture intensified, and he
coalarated his activities in collecting rare ohiscts of srt, paint-
ings, baoks and manuscripls. Mis visita in Eurmpe taught him
that knowledge of clvilizations is established by the things that
remain from them. It wae in Poria thel he determined to asemble
& record of the Americon Tndian inciding the pre-historle period

pereenally excavating remains of ancient Indian cultures.

The Thomas Gilercass Foundalion was establiched in 1842,
Lo eintain & art gallery. museun and Hbrary devoted to
permanent prestrvation for fiee and public e &nd enjoyment:
af the artistic, coltural and historical records aof the American
Indian." A building sms constructed of nalive sandslonc by
Indian artisans cp land near the Gilcrease home, and the museum
wa3 opened by a formal dedication ceremony May 3, 1943

Mr. Gilerense presented the musewm collections fo the City
of Tulea in 1955, He also dovded the building and dhirteen aered
of lend mureounding it Lo the Cily three years Inter. Since then,
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the fame of the Gilereass Collection hes groom rapidly. Visitors
have came from all parts of the world to see thia great museum,
now offleially known as the Thomas Gilcrease Ingtilute of Ameri-
can History and At of Tulsa

Thomas Glicreass passed eway in the maming of Sunday,
May €, 19632, from the effecta of 3 strake sulfered o few hotes
carlier. Memoria] services were held on the Lawm in front of his
hame aveclooking e skyline of Toln on the Inllowing Wednes

¥ Tetrick of the Melhediat Church affici-

atod at the acrvioes which were highhighicd 7y & eulogy written

and deliversd by David H. Milaten. Indian burial Tites werz

conductad by Chief Dade Mclntash of the Creews, Wolirobe Hunt

and ofther Tndian kiends. Burial wil bt in & rsauscloum to be

rueted nearby. Mr. Glicrease was married twict, ane is mir-

e s wans, Thomas, dre v Barton of S Avianter

Teas; and s deughter, Des Cygne Gilcrease Dermey of Fulos
Verdea Estates, Californis.

A friend (zlla that Mr_ Gilcrease ance anid thet of all the

things he had ever dome, the moat useful to Lhe most people—
aomhing that will brink ploasire and knowledge.had been (1o
Inunding of the libacy and art gollory of the Museum. "It is

my aim alsays to leave something more beautiful ﬂum T found
it he remached.

Thersas Gllersase enloged s rich aud hazpy Tike that sorled
from humble beginnings., He gave to Okinhoma and Amerien
e peceinied the ionts 2 the

He appreciated them sc much
Tt he s Ieif . posbenty . rarvclogs wpd wital preseniation
of qut American huricape that will conlinue to Inlill » grester
underatonding and respeet for these ideals in all Gime to come.
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