Soputpa-Brists County Seat Comtant @

THE SAFULPA AND BRISTOW
COUNTY SEAT CONTEST
By Pouline P. Juckson

Oklahoma and Indien letl 9 Drogresaed wowly Loward
#latehood with the work of the m! Commisaion, in doting
the governments of the Fw: Clvllhed Tribes. The Act of
grean of March 3, 1883, provided that the commnissbon should
negotiate with the Five Cwilmd Tribes to extinguish the trlbal
title to their lands, Its work was not completed until June 30,

eanlima I.hn Curlis Acl of June 24, 1838, had provided
far inparparation of towna whoae governments were to be in the
hande of bath U|l Indians and the whitss.!

Citizens of Sapulpa were more fully conscious of the progreas
being made toward statehood efter Sapulpa was made o court
wum of the Western Judicial District of Indian Teritory.? O,
M. Irelan, 28 the lirst deputy clerk of thal court, went to Mus-
kogee o fut the oaurlmlmswlamb« 1802, and local bocsters
mised u fund of §1,000 to be e builders of a suitabla
structure for a courthouse. J. Hzml'md and John Egan con-
tracted 10 bulld u Iwo-atory building, starting work on it
in October, 1902, and completing it in the enrly part of 1903 The
lower flocr became the court and altices, and the upper floor
was furnizhed a8 en audi m and named the Lucile Opers
Houze in honor of Egan's deughter.!

The peaple of Indian Territory realizad the importance of
theit towns bein designated conrl towns even belare tatehood
or before caunty linea mere drawm by & cunafituEional sormen
ton, Years latec, in eatling the story of the counly seat fight
in Creek County, the Bristow Record stated: “When the
countey was divided up in tecording dintricts, the fimt rgm wan
made, ond delegaten were sent to Washington ta lobby to

* Paliae B Jackson | & weacher of soclal aodles in the pubilc
3chioola of Tulsa. She has har M A. degree from Tulm Universily, and
ma egntribated this DADer 2rom her thests on £ DIROTY of BAFulpk,
tor publication In The Chroniclas—pd.

| DAt and Wardell, op. oit, Pp. 263-20,

§ . 5. Gtatutes ot Large, KRXLL, Past IL [. 275 <103): Boy CHt-
unger, op. cil.. p. 102,

3 “An Basly mmry o Faguipa,” compiiec by the aindenls of the

‘Londmark Bulding of

Sapuipa Juzir Callaes erapbaok;; “Londs
25 ra ok 1 Biii Torn Sym, Llopiee davad Augcat 30, 0%
Harmony i‘empbwk ‘l'h: 2hrst federn! judge wan Gam F. Jennings; the
décond waa Judge Lecds; and the Judc: lﬂulﬂ Bulehacker who

Wit on the supnupq Seoeh o aixiemd was
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Bristow msda a court town, but Bristow lost out, nnd it was
m.l, able to gek en cocasions] pammimicmer's caurt.

owly dreated courts of the Western Judicial District
o Indian T!ruwry helped (o salve the problems of luw enforee-
ment and appeal in both civil and erlminal cases, But stlll pe-
titions for sleclions to vole bonde and the approvel of land
leanay for surfave or mineral rights had to be handled by the
Depl t of the Interior in Washington,

. Hitsheock, who was the Secrelary of the Interior at
his e (LUGO-T0E), wat oten the b 3 sorial o 10
Indian Testitory newipapers. And Charles B. Stewart of South
DMcAlester, speuking al Indian Territory exervises in October,

& plea for statehood, pointing out that the coming election would
leave 700,000 Americana disfranchised and unable to vaioe (hzu
disapproval.” Although many of the citizens of Indian Tet
underatoad the need for siatehood, they were divided in thzu
opinions &s o the question of single statehood, in which case
Oklahoma and Indian Territories would be combined us one
state; or double statchood, in which they would be admitted as
two acparnie atate,

W. €. Roger, chief of Ihe Cherokess, called & meeling of
the Five Civilized Tribea snd the ageq for October 24, 1904.
As & result of the meeting, these tribes petitioned the Nationel
(Govemmant for neccemty [acal government, 1o be elfealiv when
tribal govenments would 906, They olso sent
& deleqalion & Weahinglon 1o | 5atn Ton doatls sgecnana

On November 31, 1604, the Republican newspaper ditare
of the two terrltorien met in Guthrie. They pussed a resolution
for o single slaichood ond urged the sesoge of (ha Hamilon
Bill” When the Democratic editors met in Tulsa in

1604, it became kniown that they foo were in favor of e Lem:
ilton’ BEIL

But the news from Cangrena wati mot
Jonen, 2 Sapulpa Iebiyiat and secretary of the Commeseia Ciuh,
wired the Sapulps, Light, “Statehood lat unlesa Flynn {Dennis

+ Brlatow Record, Jue 28, 1912, An exeslient. chronological raview
of the counly wcab conbest,

s Tulse Dally Dewmocrad, Ocicber 3, 1604,

R Slwlu mm, Dcmur 2, 104

Enabling Act for Oklshoma, It auchor
wan Gongressman Tdward LaRu¢ Eamilwn of Michigan
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', Flynn, Oklahama Territory delegate to Congres) mn save
us,"™ The news of the defeat of the Hamilton Slatehocd Bill
came, Jortes wired egain praising ell the teritorial delegates for
officeholders for

man.
wlld LaRue Hamilton of Michigan, General John W. Noble of
5t Louis, Sennlor Albert J. Beveridge of Indians, and Congress-
man Victor Murdock and Willism A. Calderhead of Kansas.'!

Robett L. Owen of Muskogee on Jllly 5, 1905 Anm:lllmd a
meeting for the double statchood group to be Auguat 21
1905, in Muskoges, Ha pultirbin i nmglt atitehood
movemant had warked for six yesrs and had gotlen nowhere.!?
In Sapulpa, a committee met to recommend and agree on dele-
#4129 to the Muskoges convention. Actually the delegatea to this
convention were, in gome uues. the spme oney who ettended the
single salehood meeting of the previons month. The chaimman
stated that the issue wag really statehood et ey coat.*1t

“Phe separate piatehogd eonvention met, appainted commit-
tees, end drew up & conatitution for the praposed state of Be-
quoyah, Indisns and whites, together, in @ very ehott lime pro-
duced an cxcellent plan of government. It was submitted to
Congrees alter a v‘l]bylhsvotnrlofl.ndun'l‘ il

waa pigeonholed m’\md.lnk\y ngress end the President
made up their minda for 8 single stata. But the activitiss of u\g

paps. Light, Pebruary 10, 1505,
e eareh 16, 115,

11 Jbte., July 18, 1965, Tne previous Saturdsy tJuly 6, 1505) the
M Waic

iy

Tulga, sevan; 3

was chairmes nd A, J. BrlREY, MoUNs, whs S1Ary of Lha SdeuLoT
12 TBit., Juns 30, 1605, The honorsd guests wens Jsted i oo easlles

dispatcly chrll %, 105},

i muu 11, 1805 The cokamiities wad eunpased of P. L.

& Dr. Taylor of , nod F, B o They choee 63
Hamy Campbe. willam A Sspiire ind dce druner
Bapuipa: P, Brennan of Bixhy: Heah Gregaty of Jenks; Jaseph

Devis of Mounds; mwwmmmmlml
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Bequoysh Comvention prepared ite members to be the leaders
af the coming constitulional canvention and almost entirely the
umum al the Qklghomea Censtitution in the following ym“
oty definile aimilarities between the Sequoyah
wtuum ané the Giishora. Conatitntion were The ffidal state
seal and the couney baundaries fn Indian Tertitory.1t Charles
N. Haskell and Willinm & Murzay were on the county boun-
datics comatoe of the Sequoyzh Comventian, and Haskell aras
chairman of the county boundaries commiltee and Murrey pres.
idenl of the Oklahoma Constitutionsl Canvention. In the case
Sapulpa’s county situation, under the Sequoyah Dom!-muw,
o county would have been called Evchee, with Tulia
Tortheas| corper, Briglow would have been in Tulladegs uvunty
And Acticle X1I, section 8, of the Sequoyah Conatitution. further
provided that the counly sest of such county would bo decided
on the basis of voten cant for this town al the election held for
Takificetion bf the carmtitution by. the eleclars of sach counly.s”

i the slata of Sequoynh hed become a reality, the county

Deen the larger city by population, but Sapulpa would have been
the more centrally located of the (we towns in Sequoyahy
Euchee County

On November %, 1805, the citizens of Indian Territory held
an election to determine whether they should adopt the Se-
quoysh Conatitution. In Sapulpa, the voting place wes doaeph
Bruner's oflice. Bruner and J. 1. Jonss were the judies and B.
L. Baldwin snd E, L, Drake were (he clerks. But fow people
vated and the Light published the discotraging headline: "Se-
auoyah Mavement Lost.” The vote wan light everywhere, par-

cularly i the runtl areas whers the country people neemed

howed 3 slrang sentiment for Lhe canstilution. In fact, in the
election to adopt the Oklshoma Cun.muuun only half 8 many
alfimmative vobs were cast in Indi
dicate the disappointment. of ils cit;
atatehood. 11

The Sequoysh Canstitution was ralified and a bi

I\ Dale and Wlnlc\l op. ol pp. 303-308.
4 Amos Mo ¢ Sequoyah Conventlon,” Chrontdes of k-
hosta, K3VE (Aot 1950 g Fo0 o4
17 Conafitution l:l lﬁr Siale of SWMWI( (Muskogee, 1. T.; Phoenlx
Prinung Company,

s Salpa Llpm omarber 16, 1905, Dale and Wardeil, ap. cif,,
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misaion was introduced in both houses of Congress. No action
wes taken on admimion of thin “state* so that wes the and of
(he State of Sequoyah.®

Single stalchood peemed Lo be the only praclical approach
ing. Early 1906 ssw renswed activily to

The Sapulpa Commercial Club cent. wires to other commeréial
elube, wuch s those in Chicago, Kansss City, and Cincinnati,

ous vete e 1906, passed the Ei
Act, which wes gigned by the PNsld!ﬂ( on June 161! Alw ﬂlmr
goul for Sapulpa a5 a Counly seat was brought nearer when on
June 21, 1906, the Indian Approprietions Act wad passed in a
revised form, causing Sapulpa Lo Joke five wwmmu but mnlur\n
court towne of both Tulsa and Sapulps.” This
the new reerding distriols added by it wers in addxhnn 3 lJn
onea made reca rdm[ distri the

18, 190587 1t ia )nlelu(m! Lo note that el thirty towna named
& court towns in the recording districts later became county
scats with exception of one. Ryan in Jefferson Courly loat
county seat election to Waurike, 14

The Enabling Act provided for faderal fudgm. sesior in
certain other afficials to frame the districts from
to the

and wo from the Oxsge Nation, totaling one hundred and twelve

in al. Justice W. H. H. Cluvion, dudee Joseph Gill, and Tams

Bixby of Muthoges becaine the District Carvassing Comnittsa
or Indien Territory.o!

Sapulps end Bristow wera included in District Number
Sixtrdoven with tueoty three loomabips. The dimeet did st
include Mounds, Beggs o Bixy, 43 Bapulpa ha hoped it woold

However, Sepulpa did not agree with Bristow cilizens who felt
o Tines should have bocn drswn o favor Brisiow Sapulps
ne poinled out thet the disirict's strength as apportioned

17 Qitinaes, op. ck. 3. 210
Bapulpa Light, March 18, 1006
1 Emirt Everets Dale A seisn Los Rader féodigs fd Olakoma
History iEvgnmen, Dilnols: Row, Polerson amd 00 16305, pp. TO9-TiE:
Sanulpn Light, June 18, 1
N v.' Sanilpd Lok, “une 7o, 1906: U S, Statuter at Lerge, JCXTY.
wed, g
1y, 5. Slnlulﬁs al Large, XXXIL Fart I pp. B42-843 (1803},
¢ Liiistan Lodss, July 1. 10, Cuihema Gy Dazy uta-

nm.x. Fobruazy 21
and Wnrdrll‘ op. olt, p. 308,
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by these boundaries, includling the great oil fields, would be a
help in any county tax siluation, Judge Clavion said the
tricting would not euit !vmbod.)’ but time would prove its
merits. He also mmmen the small lown lobbyists had
cal Dolmd.uubl! difficulty becausc they wished
their respective hnrms to be favored for the eounty scat. He
further suggeated Mat all fectional jealousivs be sel aside in the
election of delegates and that men who wers abova party and for
the atale elone be sent to the convention.?®

On August 21, 1906, Honotable Frank Frantz, Governor of
ahoma Territary, ahd Honorable W. H, H. Clayton, Judge
af the United States Court of Appeals for Indian Terrltory, irsued
proclamation alling for an elsction of delogates by both pariies
1o be held an Noveraber . 1905, and these delegates were then
1o eanermile a¢ Guthsie on Noversber 20, 1905, fof the Gonalilur
Homas Comintian >

The political partiea began meeting to wominate thaic Gn-
didaten. In Sapu]pa the Demoorats met under their temporary
chairman, D. A. McDougel, to elect a permanent chairman and
1o prgp.rg fer the nemingling convention. Erighow members an

the committee brought about the election of J. A, Chesamen of
Kellyville chaitman, and eaused Brislow to be named as the site
of the district convention and of party haad.qulrteu"

Sapulpa Democrats then began & campaign eir choioe
for the Democratic hotiinee an delegate to e o gation]
canvenlion, T. L. Ingram. vice-president of the local Farmers'
Union, Briftow Demoarata began booating their candidatz, W,
W. Banks,

September 26, 1906, was chosen by the Democratic Party
chainan, for the township primaries to elect delegates Lo tha
nondnsting eoowention at “Bristom on, Qelaber i, 1505, Each of

coe delegates was committed to o candidule 1o Taprasent the
smy -neventh District at (he Guihrie eﬂmlilnhml convention,
ip, judges and clerks
oy reporied (hat two or

in this upon, two
dslegates wore Hlocied vorable to Banks af Bristow o

3¢ QupUE Tiake, dugn 20 1008 Aupi 1, 1ege

7 Wil H, Murray. Memoirs o) Governor Murrey and u
Hirtory of Oklichoma, 11 {osion: brador Publishing Coenpang, iy
P

W Sapuiba Demorrat Septebe: . 190,
u
3 fbM CoLobes &, 1908 This account of the primary #edtla
retold at thls later date &3 the BeEunlig of the steameroliar taoties
of the nominating conventien
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‘The Democretic nominating convention convencd in Bris-

A rell call vote was requested by the Sapulps delegaten, but he
chair denied the request Such “eleam roller laotics betama
Ihe pattern of the nominating convention.!

Delegaten were next asked to show their credentinls and
make thalr. nominations sccordingly. There were a mumber of
contesied delegaten (ram. both Bristow and Sapulpa. In cvery
ingtance concerning a Sspulpa comtested delegate, the

ruled mch a contested delegate could not vote. On the other
hand the vates of Brislow's contested delegutes were counted.
By noon, the Convention wes in an uproar end & rectss wis voled,

When the session was resumed L. B, Jackson gave the
report of the minotity dolegates 2 The raport vus veted down
¥ & voict vols, aooording to_the chairman. Again the appesl
o the Sapulpa group for a roll call vate was denied. Even alter
a speech ncking for fair procedures by Clgrence Yavis, an attor-
ney of Brisiow, the Sapulpa membera ol the Convention could
not. get the Tloor.1?

At thit point Sapulps citizens presented a resolution of
protest and then bolled. (he convention.)? On October 11, 1908,
the Labor Convention celecled Ingram 5 its_candidate. The
Democtsts of Sapulpa who had boltsd the Briolow meeting
gave their support fo m™

A the Sapulea couthouse, dhe Bepublicans ckcted W. P
et chalinar, and Clyde R X .
J.H. N. Cabh, mm“.m,ulemaumnc

T womings. Sonn very Repubiicen cael lapel was aporing
a com cop badge o advertize his candidacy.’ Cobb'a Apesch
of rec @b nominee was sevecely criticized by the Derao-

Rerord, June 28, 1912, "Btenm-rofler"tactics was the term
lnpikd o the methods used by (he chalr, by the reparter who reviewed
i Joniy st contet 1o T

Vs Sce Neertlogy, Lewls Beal Jackson. by Roberl L. Wilama The
mmuu o O Eichorsa: voh. KoL, or 3 (oucpons 1645 0. BAL

»: Bapulpa Democraz, Gotober 4, 190, Clarence Davis ks burned 1n
eligy nese Ihe args o i mippert o1 ¢ Lht ‘Baulpy delegation.

31 Ibid.; Bapulpa Zohs, Cetoler s,

Democran'Aud thelr candidole Benka who ther (pped

1 Ibid.; Bapuips, Light, Oclober 12, 1908
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crals, who said his sloction Wotld mean u return. o the same
carpel-bagging crew, Hitcheock and all.*

Tamn Bixhy, cheirman of the District Canvassing Board,
placed notices in all Territory papers saying that all certifieates
of nomination must be i his hands by October 16, 1
duplicates of thoae certificntes were o be sent 1o the vice-
n, Robert L, Owen, The vloe-chuirman called for con-
tributions to the Demecratic campain funds. "

Elaciion day brought the three-corneced fight of the Sixty.
seventh Diatricl to the polla. Although the Demoeris polied
& lrang vole when their voles for both Banks and [ngram were
totaled, Cobb won by eighty-aeven voles because of the split in
the Party. Republicans rejoiced bacause they foll a Sapulpa man
would wupport the home causc of & county seat for Sapulpa.™

Over tha state, however, the Democrits won etsily, and
Vernon Whiting, secrelary of the Republican central cormmitice,

d 2 Dieraorrat. wickory. “The Democsata. soald mrite the
new State's constitution,”®

The Constitutional Convention convened at Gulhrie ten
dayn later on November 20, 1806. Citizern ;

were kappy becauze her lesders held all affices in the convention
except these of chaplain and P

war electad president, and
e Lobor party, was the vioepresident Wilfiam 4 Durgnt
ws the sergeant-ol-arms. The olwr two officera were
Young of Lawton, secretary, and the Beverend Frank e
of Pawnee, chaplain 0

of the Convention created wide interest end wan

reporten lally by Tie. newapapare. H. M. Waichom end Dr.

H_ Q. Lyford went to Guthrie later in Noverber t lobby for

Sapulpa's inlevats. They waid Dt there were 2 lot of good

Democrats “down Ihere ™! But the most clever political move

at the convention yis made by a Bapubiicar, [ H. M. Cabh,

delegate from the Sixty-seventh Distri served well the

inlereaia of hia home a1y, Sepulga, He. it it who todk, the
step nacesaary to make Sapulpa Ihe lemporry county seal.

Here is buw he did it: The tme when the canvention muust

pproaching, Haskell and Murzay had

worked three days and nights fo "cut” counties before fhe recess,

34 Bapuipa Bemacral, Oeteber 11, 1008,
3 1bid

n Smpulpa Drmocrar, Wovembar 8, 1008,
i Sapulos Democrai, November 8, 1990
9 Dale a0d Wardell, op. oi. p. 311,

41 Bapulbe Demacrol, November 20, 1005
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Murray realized, it would speed the work of the Constitutional
Canvention o gel (e delegsles’ vote on the entire map before
they bad 1 aet thoir conatituents. This move would pul a stop
10 most of the bickering over county linea and county seats. It
it sere 10t satfled, many, delegas wonld lece mow mectings
whl:h would demand a vole to defeat the map a8 prepa

Murtay put the vice-president in the dhmir whils he moved
sbort i convention foor. *T would look into the Dulcgatc’s cyes
5 b voted” Mury later related B rogardiess of theit
pmm-nu watehiul eve, only ane lone Republicen voled for Lhe

It was J. H. N. Cobh. Cobb'a vote of “nye" made the
Weressary majority for passing the reschution to atoept the map
before the recess. Murtay esid Cabb wan well aware the map
chowed Bristow ae the County Seat, but his tawn, Sapulpa, from
the time of hig deciding vote, was desigmated the counly eat.t

Cn reconvening in January, 1507, howsver, the Convention
found it had not pettled the county seat questions entirely, In
the cmse of Maman {Cresk} County, the convention discove
the caunty acat had been incorrectly referred to the county
boundary committes for settlement, Now, it was Tuled, the com-
milzs of Uhe whalg wat 40 setlle the mattar on the convention
floor. Therefors, J. H. N. Cobb presented G
Sapulpa's being the lopicnl chofer og e county seel st Swullﬂ
won the couty seat by the eonvantion votes of 49 for Sapulpa
to 29 for Bristow.* It was sajd that the labor group n the con-
wvention voted for Sapulpa. {mly & petition for an elettion to
determine the county seat, snd this after miification of the con-
sillution, could chonge its lmua 1

Alter several receases, the convention concluded its work
an July 16, 1907, Gowmur l-‘nmtz of Qklshema Territory ealled
an election for Seplember 17, 1907 The: pople of both temritatiea
wefle 1o vola on the ratification of the Conslitulion and for county
27d ttate officials, T addition, on a cepamte ballot, ta people

contraversial question of prahikition.

Murrsy, Mesnoirs, TL g, 2-35,
o bourray dost o lmllln how Bapulps w3 meds the bem-
ow. Enidently, s memborsirip on he
e

Tomkay eal nstead of
Sty DocaAries ceeneaitize make such o
i Recore, .lllne b2 This

polited

{Sapiilps Light. Deceember 29, 1508;
TUMimary of the seven-year court baltle over the con
G, foo, Lha Inporeaice af Cobbs ViKe Which rOWERt [4vor 10 SapUIPL
n the consiitutional convenlion.
4% Sapulps. ZIGhL, JanUArY 15,
44 id, Thlrty-tyar of the Setogatea 18 ot s, ety
Tbid, When the county ry commitlee referred Moman
et ‘Cauniy [ o e Commites of e whol 10t 4 Vot o dv
Mnine the couniy seat Ir suggestions for changing
S sounty seats aler Teltion of the Gondituion, Bot Crapitr T
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The framers of Ihe Constitution had not included the prohibition
cleune in the document because they fear inclusion woulé
defeat the whale mwmmllm at the pnlln."

Governor Frank Frantz wav chosen by the Fepoblican party
to head its ticket, In his behalf thay contended that the pecple
must choose Rapublican leaders Jf they eapected Preaident Roose-
velt o s.gn the measore admitting Ihe state. o the union.**

rata chose (he chainman of the County Boundatics
Commitice, Chales N. Haskel), wa theic candidate for govemor.
Haskell announced his slogan: "Lat the Peaple Rule.” He was
referring to leiting the people of ench county choose by vote
the Tosatlon of e county et

The Constituticnal Convention had made the rules fot this
first county and state election. It had voted to appoint temparary
county commissianers, clerks, and secrataries to act s election
nd cunvassing boards in each ounty. 0 Accordingly, the ap-
pointed officials of Creek Counly met in Bristow, August 16,
1907, fo carve out the precincis and townships. John F, Egan
and Hetry H. Bogle were the commissioners, with John .
Humphreys as the county clerk. They divided the county inta
nine_towmehips. (Sapulps was Township Ne. & and Bristow
was Mo, 91 %

Creek County prepared for the clection. The newmoper
Eacked the eandidates, usually, whose polities was the sa
that of the edilors. In Sapulpa, hwww the Republican Lahl
commended L. B. Jackean for his decision to be o candidate for
county attorney and anid, “1t's too bad he it & Republican "5t
Jackeon's ermowncement for office hed been made in Ap
1807, befove (ha Conatitutional Convenlion closcd. hMany

tes filed their intentions to run that early, because of me short
e aoasiabre carry out the eleclion provisiona by Septem-
ber 17,

The queationable county seat elections had to aweil the rati-
fication af the Conglitution, so the controversy over itz merity and
demerits waa of primary inteest st this time, Many important
wpeeches were made. ray,

907,
the plan of government he had engineered.’’ Clarence Davis,
Bristow lawyer, apoke in favor of the Conetitution and Haokell's

47 Dale and Waedell, g oit,, pp. 311-313,
48 Bopulps, Demipcral, Stptambar 9, 141,

” Blw‘m MIM. Anrll Hul.:" The ¢ROUCT RRoVIKONY (300 pages)
Litign.

1) Bxuioa ooy A 22, 1007,

# Bapuipa Dmocrat, w-mh-r 1o, 1007
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cardidacy for gasatnor To the intereat of e latisr, Daviy i
he thaught both Sapulpa and Bristow would have 4o agree to
faienes of Haskell's propesal o telum the right (o setect e
county seats to the Decple at electionats

Mational Myures edded interest and excitament to the elec-

wi
agoinst its adopti

stitution) would not look good i
1907, & great crowd of Sapulp ci
awailed the irain® carrying Bryan and hie party, includin
Kate

Barnerd, who was running I.lm Demoate tieket fo
Commisslaner of Charitiest? Brgim 8pcke ta & dheocing orowd
from a platorm in Street Fie trhd toe peole of Saplpa

the constitution included “all the good features of athers [state
constilutione).” He meintained it wes not too long, as Talt had
charged, and had the needed provisions against *'predatory:
wealth.” Bryan said the Constitution upheld Lincoln's definition
of “a government of the people, by Lhe people, end for the people,”
and converly did ot have the idea of Taft and the Republicans
of of the i by the i

for the carporations.”?
Election of state alficials and ratification of the Constitution

oorurred a1 scheduled on Sepleber 17, 1907, althoueh logal

moans woes used o ry 0 s it Hialill won o govcinor's

olfce, carrying all bul thirteen countien. The Democets

o o oty e sieta oifwnts o Comettion o

1+ Fid., Seplerber 14, 1007,

5 Dale azd Waodell, o3, cit. 7. 313, Sanlpe Democrat, At .
1907, Guoten given from 8t Louls Repubi erftlelam. of the
CoLiliton, SAPUIp DemotnLL, Bepmber U, i

Bapulpa Tﬂl‘ Augusl. 23, 1807, This wea the fimt of daily
c mas

to October 3, 167) 1o mdverlise the Demoeratle eandidates snd thelr
P2 »

37 Women did not vole, of course, Miss Barnard ran for thia
nl!!uﬂml:lnmmdumq rwmglule‘:m Prisoners, arphand
and widows,

4 bupuipa, Srmacrr, gemember o m'r

Ter 10, 1M7. AN AUGHWY, A. H. Nosh o1 Woous
oty bt & petlon  O51et 5 dor Airing of Wood Coumy,

% Pid, Sepiemver 10, 100i: Oushoma. Okishame Red Hook, I
Qlesbann Olly, 1012, pp. 415 A the county otfien 4 o te
Comograts exespt buv, who were L. O. Busiiti, comaissioney; and
.G Oopedr, comer, The Dsmocrats siecied wérs Jmish O: bwris,
Juse: Abmer Bruce, der] Late Spear. regulrar of doeds; T. 2. Jastaon,
Iumw, Pﬂ'. SupeTintendent of public Lnsructca HAenry Clar

King, lnzrl!!‘ W BEanks, treagyrer; J. Lo Brady, aurvrynl E H.
Dﬂllcv}rlg B':kuhv and the Lwe other commibsliotiecs, M. Chilsdregs



'] The Ghronteles of OMaRoma

adapte By & vote of 100399 15 T055, and the prehilition clase
wag adopted by o emaller majorily, 130381 to 112,258,
the end of the tonth, President Roosevelt announced ho ol
acoept the Constitution. Ha sek the date November 16, 1907,
for procl Ollahama o State st

Didehoma's slatehood wse celshrated with en bt wel
eitended ceremony. wus held to inaugurate the atate
Hamear Gty Tk Nnn.h Hoights, o tesidentinl addition
to Bepulpa, Col. R. Dingamn displayed a large, lighled 46th
star on hia water tower ¢

County then girded itaplf for the county scat contest,

Rristow, bY petition, asked for an eleclion for deterrining the
county seat and it was talled for August 12, 16084+ Sapulpn

attarney, became Sapulpe’s Jesding spckesman. Briztow's Com-

mercisl Club began raising funds under the direction of C. B
| cAmpaign Tonager.té

The slogan of Bristow was "Votz for the Canter,” underlining

the Bristow argument that her location, which mived oo smuch

pulps! used for county olficea [
ferd Building and. an gt Besrvhill Building for the
county atomey) wors charging exceimive rents. Pertonal a
cusations against Lhe county atiormey's neglect in pmecu:mg
liquor stores also became a cudgel in the ght.s”

The prosceution of liquot-sellers wan an open gueation in
Ollshome. The vote to carry fhe prohibition clause had baen

eoptahie Tiving haits varied. Almost squally sized groups e

prot ma. On te
hand, there was an equally vocal group of citizens who s

5 Bl R i 8, 105, Gocrye Mebklr oo culd the
"mns"‘uruu

2 Brisdow Tarvitorial Enterprie, July 17, 1063; Bristow Ascor
.nnyu:n o &

+ Dale and Wardul, op, cit, p. 31



SapUa-ETiIEs Tounty Seat Contest w
wsnumpoﬂiblﬂmlcmhuamnllnmllnadd o0, oil boom
tawns exigted.

a pmcnm mnhl- Ehmld the county attomey and

endlems zaids and fill the court dockets wlth liquor cases
which ususlly had te be dismisged for lack of evidence? Or
should the caunty alk.vmey help o I(eep the county in oeder
and prevent perious Jawl The first Creek County attarney,
L. B. Jackson, held o !he muer vm» a position which cas
many (o abuse him, and gove Bristow booaters arguments in their
carnpaign and later court battles,

Sapulpa, used arquments which poinied lo the
greater aite of thcit city and ite diversifipd musinesses, snd suid
that B wee just a farming town, Sepulpa cour

“center” ol conlention that most of the emmlyl
population resided in the cast parl nesre. Sagnulpa. ¢t

Mazs meetings were valled with the oxpresssd, purpose of
resilering volers, bolh wile and colored, X Specches swers

wede o show what Sapulps would lose if it lost the county
seal?! On July 25, the Sapulpa Light announced that this was
the ot day to regiser.”? Rallics for Sapulpa’n canse were

|
Membera of the Brigtow Commercial Club made two frips
te Sapulpe in the Last few days of July o nequest that (hey be
ollowed to se¢ the regigtration books, a plea thal was denied. The
Sapulpers refused on the advice of the @unty attorney. ™

2 Supulpn Dewomar, September 10, MO Hotfalnes birectery of
g-wiw, Indian Tarritory, 1907-1008 (Springfleld,
ta

Depulation They o lemizo the mmber of otuc epass il from each
“umix sm, showing et Sapulpa had about five-sixtn of il oo

To Seplipa. Lig, iy 26, 1008
1w, hy 3, o
7t d
' I, Mmm.'l imoe: Kugush 8 1o0s; Kugusk 11, 05, Tho lan
refuung toe 4 AL wak Wit at
K!der iy . hoqaiers iy ot nuEorly ot Bhextt B, C, King
- Brimaw Raoard, July 8L 1008 Eapulpa L, July 38, 1908; Toe
Lﬁm Gslrd hat L, . Nihols, saitor and owner of the Briom
Record wanied u-u:m-ouuhnu;-rdumm e ]
e pretert that the luspector was not registered by tbe anhorized



L] The Chremicles of GMakomic

Strangely engugh, cleclion day {isell was & quicl affair. In
Brisiaw Trmitorial Enterprive of August 12 was pnh‘luhhed
mhulal-on of Vum b'y Iawnlhlpe which showed Sspulpa the
500 votes, % The Bristow Record on August
" 190@ .dmnm “the eledmn belonged. to Sapulpl by 500

e ul

und Kieter. The diactepancy between the number of votes cust
in the state election ane yesr before and the number of votes
cast on August 12 in Kieler, pointed toward "mighty shady®
circumatancer, since Kiefer had lost several hundred population
i that yeer owing to the nil Hump.,

Meantime, Sapulpa 'hel:l a vmlnry jubilee on the eveaing
Dd the day of the Record's protest, August 14, 1908, to celebate

ts victory in the county ot ngm “The Commercial Club bend,
ich had been of grest help in the campaign, performed, snd
a committee of ume ¢ handled all the details. Fourteen men
were intraduced a8 men whe had aided Sapulpa’s cause, Mavor
doe Denion Inlrvdua'd L. B. Jackson. who gave the main addrese
of the evening. 77 and Judge Josinh Davis subsequently gave
Jackson credit for doing more than any cther man in the county
aeat campaign. 5

On Geptember 9, 1908, the <ity of Bristow filed & petition
of cantest in the State Supr!ﬂl: Court, stteating “that Brislew
was the legally elecied town in the recent Creek coumty aeat
election, and thot Sapulpa wn not the legally elecled town,™
Bnaww smlghl. 1o have the tertification of election whith had

ed by Governcr Haskell set eside on the face of the

rehlmu nf the Auxual 12 elaction. Brislow lawyers, detectivea,
A Svidence. sxmarts had beon hard at mark for nearly Birty
days, and now Sapulpa had thirty days to file an pnswer,

The Bristow Territoriat Bnh’rpu.m 6 September 18, 1908,
ished the entire clai nst the City of Sapulpa. The
plu\n 1o mid Lhaf the glectin was according o Iy evoopt 11
incts 1, 2. 3, 4 and 5 i the city of Sepulpa, © in the town
Thin of Supuiva, and 8 axd © in Mounds Townehin. The total
regiatrar, Tha Light clalmed thal Nichold kikw the man he fav

ored.
for regiatrer had declined ta serve, but Nichols would not sdmit It
7% Bristow Teritorinl ERferprite, August 13, 1000,

¢ EAUpn Lt Austas 12, 190 The appolntec Sorinites wer
B B Burmell, femes Sond, ana W, 7 Geilha, Baiiows Witery mas
by it volas.

77 bul, Augusi 14, 1908 Bpeeches were given by 1. B, Jerkson,

o, wmnon Heorp Mecuaw, ). ) Mars L8 s, U Bur
oot L Mann, W, P. Collos, B. 8. Plloges, & 5. N, Coba, &
Lattimore, 1. P Iw-n.nmnumm.-mm

] Avguat. 1
7 o Secort. ae-pumw T, 1908; Jure 29, 1912,



‘Tapulpa-Sristow County Seof Contat L]

voir was 4,221, Sapulpa rectived 2,372 votes and Bristow re-
ceived 1858 voles, But ha claim wae now made that the legal
vota was Sapulpn, 567, and Bristow, 1882 In support of this
claim, G Bristow supporlers pointed to fhe irregularities in
voting end the methads and timea for registration before elec-
tion day.
In 0!! case of precinely number 8 and 9 in Kiefer of Mounds.
charge was made of “persons being intimidated.”
thmlten:d I'llh violence, and forced to enst their vote for Sa-
plfa, lar voting was alleged, ton, becatse women, dressed
m mmi clolhm; mm sllowed to vole. The eericus charge was
flueticing the vote for Sapulpa by passing oul free
drmlu ul Iwuor lnd 'beer baoth the day before and on the day
of the election. Also, it was claimed that a man who wos a
Bristow eympathizer was Eilled in a “joink"

Tn Seplember, close ot the heels of the filing of the peti-
tion to contest Ihe county sent election, an ouster sl wos
brought by fhe State Attorney, Fred 5. Caliwell, pgainat the
County Atiornay &nd the County Sheriff of Creek County. The
suit alleged. these offlcers were lex in their dulies during the
county seal eampaign at Kitfer whore liquor “ointa” mwere
sllowed 2 run wide open. Thia wrus the begianing of o lons
eerice of attacks brought to eourt by the State enforceme

by & grand jury, and in & libel i h\u:l Iu
211 of these, cither safta 1o sust piticors o indictmen
by the mmi jury, or libel suits, were finally i i

Snpvulpu filed an enswer 1o Bristow's pemmn and the fivat
ber 1

pulpa had won honestly and only an honorable fight was waged
and s fair election was held"* Alter the arguments wete heard
by the Supreme Court, the lawyers for Bristow ooncluded that
their complait would not atand and asked for len days 1o
file o mew complaint, Bristow hled on amended petition on
October 30, 1908, 13

Suptember 25, 105, Sapulos uw Septerver 10, 1
Y

Oetober 30, 1M9;_Orciober
i1 apups Light. Dilower o 100
1 Case fled Jurwary § W15, b2 the Supreme Court

e e ot nm.nnm \he Insorporated Goun at Brietow. in the ounLy

Onlatiocma, & municlpal forporition, BRINAT,
Terwie o Gty of Bagilpac ety 1. e Tk sase 3 musiolpal v
poetlon in the county of Créek wnd tié stale of OKisnoww, dErendant
{found in the files o tha clerk of tha Supreme Court of OAlehoma)
The report of the referea cantains a detalled, chronol Tilstory of
he counly sat coabet,



L Thr Chrintictes of Oklahiia

During the yeas of 1909 while svidsnce was being aien
the mmended and

case, Many witnessea were called on behali of each losm, bub
ruch of the testimony of fifty or more witnemes whose sub-
stance a3 not covered by the pleading was stricken,  The 2000
typewritien pages of Leallmony wen: turned aver tﬂ ln atiomey
1o brief and present ergumenta before the referee.

Early in 1919, the Sapulpa Light quoted the Enid Mnm
ing News: “Both towns charge the ather with permi
ions and thug ﬁae county ment should go to u-e

sion. 1 But McDougal thought it wiser o wrte directly to
udge Porker replied (hat hia report diould
gt

The Brislow Record on Apdl 11, 1911, falt that Bristow
atill had a good chance. 1t was reported that Sapulpa pocple
were alacmed by the mpid growth of Bristow and they feared
an election, would favor Bristow by 250 vole,

The Oklshoma Bar Association had a_meeting in Guthrie
in June, 1911, and Judge McDougal mw Parker there.
aaid the' report would be filed before July 1, 1971, 1

Again the presa of Bristow registered hope, bemanse Prrker
did ot file the report by July first. It wes sugrested that i
uaul# lgke o vest alir (e report way fied by the referss o
obtain the final desision, after which the lawyers would have
sixty days 1o file &n answer. e vouid totoo e long prepera-

1 Foid, Februsry 3
s lelpl Zight, Mm‘b ls 1003; Mareh 17, 1608; March 1, 1008,

" :m January n mm.

#7 [bid,, Febraury 21, 1810

81 Bristow Record, January

s B Maveh 3, 1601, & dlmucn from. the OWahoma City Dolly

[T
1 Fbid.. June 23, 1811. & Teprnt of an sxticle {roi the Sspulps Light.



Sopulpa-Bristens Counly Seat Contert n

tion for the final argument which the Bupreme Court would
take under advisement. Bretow falt that delnys worked to its
ndventage. 7

Tho soport wan promiced geuin by Nosember 1, 1811, 1o
Sspulpa, the caunty officers looked wlth satse coneem al the old
oo it Shataig mih wie. i hed sondion,
. enginger rom, Okladsomta Gliy, o Seder of the fudge, esam.
ined the building and declared it dangerous. As & result new
olfites were localed in the Roos and Berryhill buildings. **

Raferse Parker's long awaited report on the county seat

conteat wan made in December, 1911, Parker threw out the votes

oast or Sapulea et Kieter,but allowed fhe votes caut for Buinton,
and he held the victor must have a majarity. His decis

the Bristow attorneya because by these gompntationn Sapn]pn

lacked 138 voten for a majority.

The Supreme Cour! of Oklahoma reviewed the case in
January, 1312, ond found Sapulpa Lhe winner. The Court threw
vul all the votes cast st Hiefer because the referse’s report had
shown that in the precinty there much beer a..d wlu&ky were
used to influence the vole and that operaiors
threstened with ri cnforcement af pm}ubllm ir th:y d.lod rot
wnti: far Sapulpa,

On May 20, 1912, both sides used an bour for final arge-
metits. The attormey for Bristow claimed the earlier decision
of the raferee would confirm Hristow's conlention that votes
enat et Kiefer for Bristow should be esunted an votes cast. This
reasoning would leavs Sapulpe withoul & majotity. Sapulpe’s
argument wes based on the claim that Bristow had changed ite
Line of m.mu.g on the basia of the referee's findings, 9

Juaticn Jemses Dunn handed down the court’s decision on
J\me 25, 1!12 I'[g ordered the Gavernor ta call a new election on
the bagia of the ppintona and Gindings of the referce. >

On July 5, 1812, the Bristow Record published the camplete
text of the opirion of Justice Dunn. The referes's findinga were

vz I5id, July 7, 1611,

. sbid., Octaber 21, 19LL. A Teprint from the Sapulpa Light.

+ Roit, Divtrbly 1,

3 Roid, January 12, mz 7 sopetn: from U ORinhoca CHy Daly
Ghiahoman which sgain follows te orifal tapulations, but this mm:

Lk ine spisee, or péehape thers were 48X mikakes. 1 unungmu:e

TG S, TebTary & L612: Mk 1 1612: MAY 30 1083 The (e 1m0
s posidate the Onal ‘but were reporied as briefy wers
II]M Iﬂ-lhmeyx lnllludf.'hlmunuf el pew pleddings.
7 Ivid., June 28, 190



® The Chronicles of GMahome

quoted ot I!n(l.h 1o eubstantiste the decision that "zealous™ part-
isan8 and the supportera of the city of Sapulpa® corrupted the
vota in the precincls at Kiefer. Aa to the charge that a man had
been killed for favoring Brm\aw 8r the county seat, the ev!ﬂ.zm!
praved he was killed over a personal matter. And as to th
rcharge of women Vo&inl In menl clothing, the referee found U\C
evidence inconelusive. *

Election day, Novamber 21, 1912, was ane of the quiestest
dryest, ever known in the counly. Sapulpa again wan a ma.
,umy Vates cast lor Sapulpa were 2,937 while Bristow received
2692 A giani forchlight parade wey held at 10:00 pm. in
Sapulpa when news of victory was heard. Dver a thousand peaple
lined the streets of the bueincss district lo waich and help
wlebrale the sotmsion. *?

Brigtow then began & contest af the November election. The
lawyers Filed & auit in the Supreme Courl in December, 1912,

Nm!mber 5, 1912, only 1410 volea were cagh in SapulpEJ but
t the special eleciion & few wecks later, 1,852 votea were

At but jour of the vates wers for Sepulpa. Ths, th aunmm
Teatoned, §18 votss were ioqululy ot giving Bristow the
clection. '°0 In Januacy, 1919, four Sapulve attomeys aak

Court ta set axide the Bristom pe T oo wan oo
101 On March 7, 1913, Bristow was by the court to furnigh
more specific charges within S0 days, Bristow attomeys coun-

le & petition aft .
twll o ﬂle Inllm On June 13, bath Brislew and Sapulpe lawyers
examined the ballots and stubs, '©

‘The Supreme Court linally awarded the county seat to Sa-
pulra, The Sabulpa Zight's beatline  August 1, 1915, reamen
the victory news across the fron The Bristew Record
rinted ot ome word concerning s oty dogabon, Bug e
in the month & newa article refered lo the “former county
aext fight” 1t

Bristow trisd o break away from Creek County and form
7" The car of Ryan ve. Wairike snd "rbeumm & 1, vy, Shawnec.
Loz, ced by Bristow

caunly seat eontect wern mtrod wnd wrs
it by e Donn In GIGIE for & new Secon.

o THE A 1,



Saputpa-Hristew County Seat Contert ]

a new county called Oil Caunbr, but the pelition wis dsnied by
the Govemor, Lea Cruce. The Bristow aHiomeys advissd their
townsmen that there wxnnu-sy tuke the matter to avurt for
tha Governor was & final suthority 1 Alw, later, Bristow peti-
tioned to be a pert of Schaffer Caunty which Cushing mupporters
tried to crente, but the petition fsiled to get suificient votas 174
‘The County Commissioners of Creek County colled an
élsction for the voliag of bonds for a new courthouse, The sum
to be voted was 5145000 at live and one-half per cenl interest
ra wenly-year period. The election was held in March, 1914,
and carried by the strength of the vote in the precincts of Sa-
puhn Tiger, and Mounds, But in Bristow, Eucher, Kellyville,
Newby, Sunny Slope, Clive, and Shannon Tevmships, the vota
way againai (he bongs. !

The new courthouse was built and formally taken over by
the County Commissiones in Deeomber 1915, tha rumiahm:-
1o be delivered in 30 to €0 days. Laylon and Smith were the
atchitecis and the Manhatian Conatruction Company was tha
builder, 111

A long Last, after seven years of election and court battles,

reslized the imporiance of & fosm being a county seat, Thess
men of Sapuipa and Brisiow had come from many pelablishod
states where they hud smen and ktown the valie of ¢ g
ment center. But in this new land, thay, the people, had bean
2 of their county's place of

ot had said, "Let the rulet”
T¥ " ome in the wmici of the Amarican franticr whercin bat-
tloa often Tefl scars, yet men detided matters for themselves.

105 hid, August 22, 1913,
108 hAd Nevember 1, 1§13, Nowember 23, T

107 7B Nowember 14, 1913; Pebrudry B8, 191
190 Bagnlipa Hevald, Deormber 21, 1638,




