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LIEUTENANT WM. E. BURNETT: NOTES ON REMOVAL

OF INDIANS FROM TEXAS TO INDIAN TERRITORY

By Raymond Estep'

PARv I

Much of the pre-Civil War history of Oklahoma is the
story of its Indian inhabitants, with the addition, after 7803, of
the U. S. Army's operations in the area. After 1820 the Indian
story is primarily that of removal to and resettlement in the
Indian Territory (generally in the eastern half of present Okla-
homa)-a story that has been well told by Grant Foreman and
others. Although most of the Indians resettled in Oklahoma were
moved from the east and north, several groups removed volun-

tarily or forcibly to the western part of Indian Territory from

south of Red River, before the Civil War period that saw the
founding of Fort 

Cobb.' 
Texas-as a republic, and later as a

state-like states east of the Mississippi, had her problems with
Indians, problems that were faced in different ways by her sev-
eral chief executives. In their policies, they alternated between
employment of the rifle and extension of the olive branch, be-
tween open warfare and establishment of reservations. In the
end, however, the ever increasing pressure of settlement forced
the removal of most of the Indians from Texas soil

*Dr. Raymond Eatep, Professor of History in Research Studies, Air
University, U.S.A.F., Maxwell Air Force Base. Montgomery, Alabama, is a
former contributor to The Chronicles ("First Panhandle Land .and Grant,"
Vol. XXXVI, No. 4, pp. 358.70). His contribution here, "Removal of the
Texas Indians ..... ", includes leers of Lieut. William E. Burnet to his
father, Hon. David G. Burnett, first president of the Republic of Texas,
published with introduction and annotations. These letters present a record
of events in Oklahoma that occurred in the two-year period immediately pre-
ceding the Civil War, as seen by a young lieutenant of the First Infantry
Regiment, U.S.A. The length of Dr. Estep's manuscript necessitates the pre-

sentation of the Burnet leers as a series published in The Chronicles, of
which the first appears here as Part I, the others to be continued in follow-
ing numbers of the magazine. The text of the letters is given as found in the
originals in the Rosenberg Library at Galveston, Texas, with the original form

and spelling. Only in a few instances have simple punctuation and para-
graphing been added for clearness in the printed text.-Ed.1For earlier articles on Fort Cobb published in The Chronicles of Okla-
homa, 7e Muriel H. Wright, "A History of Fort Cobb," Vol. XXXIV (Spring,
1956). pp. 5371; C. Ross Hume. "Histori7 Sites Around Anadarko." Vol.

XVI (Dec. 1938), pp. 410424; B. B. Chapman. "Establishment of the Wichita
Reservation." Vol. XI (Dec. 1933), pp. 1044-1055; Grant Foreman, "Histori.
cal Baekground of the Klowa-Comanche Reservation," Vol. XIX (June 1941),
pp. 129-140.

s Walter P. Webb and H. Belley Carroll (eds.), The Handbook of Texs
(Austin, 1952), Vol. I, pp. 879.882. The story of the Texas Indians and their

removal Is told at length in Anne Muckleroy, "The Indian Policy of the Re-
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With the conclusion of the Mexican War a new element
began1to exert its influence ol Indian affairs in Texas. This new
clement, the U. S. Army, became a key factor on the Frontier
with the construction by the Government of a line of defense
posts beyond the areas of settlement from Red River into south-
western Texas. The original outposts were erected in response
to a joint resolution addressed to Congress by the Texas Legis-lature on March 20, 1848, asking the establishment of "a chain
of military posts, in advance of the settlements, between Red
River and the Iio Grande, and that said posts shall be removed
from time to time as the settlements advance."1

In 1848-1849 the Army built and manned Fort Worth, on
the Trinity; Fort Graham, on the Brazos; Fort Gates, on the
Leon; Fort Croghan, on a tributary of the Colorado; Fort Mar-
tin Scott, near present Fredericksburg; and Fort Inge, on the
San Antonio-Eagle Pass road. In less than two years white
settlers had passed this line of forts and were again demanding
protection. In response 22 their pleas, the Texas Legislature,
in a joint resolution of January 28, 1850, petitioned Congress
asking that an "adequate and sufficient force be placed upon
the frontier and borders of the State .... to protect lives, per-
sons and property.. ." This request, like that of 1848,
brought positive action by the government. In 1851 Major Gen-
eral 2ersifor F. Smith, Commanding General of the Department
of Texas, with headquarters in San Antonio, personally selected
sites for a new exterior chain of forts beyond the line of set-
tlement. Beginning at its northern terminus at Fort Belknap,
on the Brazos, the line extended southwestward through Fort
Phantom Hill, on the Clear Fork of the Brazos; Fort Chad-
bourne, on a branch of the Colorado; Fort McKavett, on the
San Saba; Fort Terrett, on the Llano; and reached its southern
outpost at Fort Clark, on Las Moras Creek.

public of Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vols. XXV and XXVI
(1921.1922); Lena C. Koch, "The Federal Indian Policy of Texas, 1845-1860,"
ibid., Vol. XXVIII and XXIX (1921925); George D. Harmon, "The
United States Indian 

Policy 
in Texas, 1815-1860," Mississippi Valley His.torical Review, Vol. XVII (Dec. 1930), pp. 377-403; W. P. Webb, The Texas

Rangers (Boston-New York, 1935), pp. 151.172; Averam B. Bender, The
March of Empire: Fronrier Defense in the Southwest, 7848-1860 (lawrence,
1952), pp. 206.217.s Ben G. Oneal, "The Beginnings of Fort Belknap," Socthwestern His.
rorical Quarterly, LXI (April 1958), p. 509, quotpn H. P. N. GammeL, Th~e
25a2 of Texs (10 Vols., Austin, 1898), Volp.1I, 206.4Ones, loc. dt., 509.510, 

quoting 
Gammel. op. dt., Vol. I1I, p. 523.

sSmith to Lt. Col. Wm. G. Freeman, July 19, 1853, in M. L. Crimmins
(ed.), '"W. 2. Freeman's Report on the Eighth Military Department,"

Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. LIV (Oct. 1950), pp. 211-216. Smith
declared that General Belknap had already chosen the site for Fort Belknap
when Smith reached that place.
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General Smith's plan originally provided for the newer
exterior line of forts to be manned by infantry units and the
older interior line by cavalry troops, the latter being so located
because of the desire to place them nearer settled areas where
sources of forage for horses were more readily available. This
plan.of Smith's did not prove workable in practice, and in the
late summer of 1853 the policy of maintaining a two-line system
of posts was abandoned, the inner posts were closed, and per-
sonnel and equipment were moved to the new posts on the
outer line.$

Shortly before this time another agency of the Federal gov-
ernment, the Indian Office, also began to exert its influence on
Indian affairs in Texas. To this aency passed administrative
control of all Indian tribes within the boundaries of Texas upon
the admission of Texas into the Union. One of the first problems
faced by Washington in the handling of its new wards was that
of finding a home for them within the settled areal of Texas or
along its frontier, a problem compliented by the fact that Texas
haedretained all of its public lands upon becomin7 a state. Lack-
ing land on which to establish reservations in the area, the Fed-
eral government temporized while waiting for Texas to designate
some of its public lands for the purpose. This the Texas Legis-
lature finally did on February 6, 1854, by authorizing the es-
tablishment of two four-league (18,576-acre) reservations on
the Brazos River in western Texas just to the east of the line
of the newly-located Army posts.7 The first of these, the Brazos
Indian Reservation, subsequently doubled in size, was located
by General Randolph B. Marcy in the summer of 1854 some
twelve miles south of Fort Belknap in three huge bends of the
Brazos R7iver. IHere some 2,000 Caddo, Anadarko, Kiehai,
Tawaconi, Tonkawa, and Waco Indians erected their villages
and began farming operations.' Some forty-five miles to the
west Marcy located the Comanche Indian Reservation on the
Clear Fork of the Brazos. To this reserve originally came some
450 Penateka ("Honey-eaters") Comanches after their signing
of the treaty of August 30, 1855.'

The irresistible pressure of white settlement was to make
these reservations only way-stops on a journey that was event-
ually to take the Indians to present Oklahoma. For, contrary
to some expectations, concentration of the tribesmen on the
Brazos reserves did not bring an end to raids by Indians, alone
or in small groups, on isolated frontier farms, ranches, and vil-

7 Ibid., pp. 215-216; "Freeman's Repot," Ibid., p. 204.
' Handbook of Teams. Vol. T. p. 384

87bid., Vol. 1, pp. 209.210, 882, 954: 77, 267: Rupert N. Richardson, The
Comanche Barri-r to Sanh Plains Serd'em 7 (C'endale, 1933). p. .210.232
Grant Foreman, A History of Oklahoma (Norman., 192, p. 97.

*Handbook of Tes, Vol. 1, p. 384.385: Vol. II. o. 267.
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]ages, raids marked by theft, arson and sometimes death. Al-
though the reservation Indians probably were largely guiltless
of these activities in which the Plains Indians were known to
be engaged, the reserve groups, being near at hand and easily
located, bore the brunt of the accusations. Hardly had they been
relocated when new pleas went forth to Austin and Washington
for relief in the form of more protection from or removal of the

Indians from Texas. Regardless of whether the reservation
Indians were the guilty parties - and many, especially Army
personnel, maintained the), were not-the ultimate decision-
remeoval-was foreordained.

In the face of moutmting pressure, events reached a climax
with the appearance of John 11. Baylor at the Brazos Reserva-
tion on May 23, 1859, at the head of several hundred white
settlers threatening to attack the Indians. In the ensuing
s:.irmishing three persons were killed and several wounded.

Although casualties had been few, Indian agents and Army
officers feared the worst, and dispositions were made to defend
the Lower Reserve with troops from Fort Belknap and Camp
Rarlziminski. Texas, for its part, moved a Ranger unit into the

area.10

With rabble rouses fanning anti-reservation sentiment to
a fever height in the frontier press, government representa-

tives realized that the Indians could not be peacefully main-

tained in Texas and hurriedly took steps to move them north

of Red River. On June 11, 1859, orders were issued for the

removal of all the reservation Indians." A week later (June

18) a s.ite-selection party, headed by Elias Rector, Superinten-

dent of the Southern Superintendency, set out from Fort Ar-

buckle in search of a suitable location for the Texas Indians.

After visiting Medicine Bluff Creek in the present Fort Sill

area, the group continued noi-th to the Washita where Reetor

chose a reservation site near present Fort Cobb. On June 30, the

party returned to Fort Arbuckle where Rector conferred with
Robert S. Neighbors, Superintendent of the Texas Indians, who

arrived from Fort Belknap on the same day. On July 1,S with

Neighbors leading the discussion, the chiefs of the Texas In-

dians approved Reetor's designated location for their new

home.t=

Neighbors returned to Texas on July 5, and immediately
took the neces-sary steps to move the tribes to the reservation on

the Wwashita. The Comianches,.under agent Mathew Leeper, with

10 Ibid., 1. P. 219; Richardson o;.. cit., pp. 233-266.
tl Handbook of Texas, Vol. 1, p. 384; Foreman, A H~istory of Okldahoma,

p. 95.

12W. S. Nye, Carbine & Lance (Norman, (1943), pp. 26-27; Chapman,op., cit., 1047; Foreman, A Hfistory of Oklahoma, 95-97; Foreman. "Historical
Background of the Kiowa-Comanche Reservation," loc. cit., p. 133.
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support of one infantry company, started north on July 30.
Superintendent Neighbors and Agent Shapley P. IRoss, with the
tribes of the Lower Reserve, got under way on August 1. The
two contingents, travelling by different routes, met at the Red
River crossing on August 7. On the following day this vast
pilgrimage of over 1,400 Indians, with all they could transport
of their worldly goods, forded Red River and headed north in
flight from their Brazos reservation homes. 7 IRejoicing at his
so-far1successful hegira, Neighbors wrote his wife: "I have this
day crossed all the Indians out of the heathen land of Texas and
am now out of the land of the Philistines."" Protecting the
Indians from their Texas enemies in their march to the Wash-
ita were two Second Cavalry companies under 'Major George
H. Thomas and two First Infantry Companies under Captain
Joseph B. Plummer.15 Major Thomas' troops left the migrants
on August 15, before they reached the Washita, and returned to
Camp Cooper. Captain Plunmner departed for the same post
with his infantry units on the 19th.16

On August 16 the refugees reached Major Steen's crossing
on the Washita. On the following day they moved about three
miles up the river and camped in a "beautiful high valley,"
where they remained until the end of the mlonth."i During the

1sSee also "Durnet's letter of July 28, 1859, below. The events of the

migration are briefly reported in Superintendent Robert S. Neighbors, "MAemo-

randum of Travel from Brazos Agency Texas to False Ouachita Agency, C.

N.," July 31-Aug. 29, 1859. In his "Census Rolls," dated Aug. 1, 1859, Neigh-
bore reported the following numbers of Indians migrating: An~ah-dah-ko, 218;

Caddo, 244; Tah-wac-can-no, 200; Ton-ka~hua, 245; and Wa-co, 144. Agent

Leeper, in his "Census Rolls" of July 28, 1859, enumerated 370 Comanche$

among his charges. Neighbors. in his "Statement of Deaths," Sept. 1, 1859.

revealed that the following died en route and in camp to Sept. 1: 2 Anadarko

men, 1 Anadarko woman, 1 Caddo boy, and 2 Comanche women. All of the

above manuscript records are in Special Case 81, Record Group 75, The

National Archives, Washington, D. C.--Foreman, A Hlistory of Oklahoma,

p. 97, and The Last Trek of the Indians (Chicago, 1946), p. 282, in giving
1,492 as the number of migrants, says that was the number of Indians on the

reservations on March 30, 1859.

14 Neighbors to Mire. Lizzie A. Neighbors, Aug. 8, 1859, MIS., Neighbors

Papers, Univ. of Texas Archives, quoted in Webb, The Texas Rangers, p. 171.

15The strength of the escort force is variously given in secondary sources.

Neighbors, "Memorandum," loc. cir., says two companies of the 2nd Cavalry

and one company of the 1st Infantry accompanied his group from the Lower

Reserve and that one company of the 1st Infantry escorted the Comanches

under Agent Leeper. Burnet, writing two days before the first movement

began (see letter of July 28, 1859, below), believed that four cavalry and two

infantry companies were to constitute the mititary contingent. For some reason,

unknown to Burnet, it was decided to send only two of the cavalry companies.

ls Neighbors, "Memorandum," loc. cit. George F. Price, Across the Con-

tinent with rhe Filth Cawiry (New York, 1883), pp. 636, 638, indicated that
Companies G and Hf of the 2nd Cavalry arrived at Camp Cooper on August 21.

17Neighbors, "Memorandum," loc. cit.; Neighbors to A. B. Greenwood,

Wichita Agency, Sept. 3, 1859, MIS., Special Case 81, Record Group 75, The
National Archives.
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last two weeks of August Superintendent Neighbors and Agents
Leeper and Ross scouted the area selecting locations for the dif-
ferent tribes. Samuel A. Blain, the Wiehita agent, located the

site "for his Agency on the South side of the False Washita
about 4 miles above Maj. Steen's crossing on the site of the old
Keechi village, and the [Texas] Indians . . . . made their selec-
tions at from 3 to 10 miles from the Agency .... "16 On Sep-
tember 1, Blain, acting under orders from Superintendent
Rector, officially accepted delivery of the Texas Indians and
their property from Neighbors,1

2 
who returned to Texas where

he wats murdered on September 14.
2
0

To protect the Indians in their new homes, the army orderedMajor William H1. Emory, the commandant at Fort Arbuckle,
to locate a military post in the immediate area. On October 1, he
designated a site on Pond (now Cobb) Creek a few miles west
of the Wichita Agency. At the new post the Army initially sta-
tioned Companies D and E of the 1st Cavalry and Companies
B and C of the 1st Infantry. Regular Army units in varying
numbers continued to man the post until the spring of 1861,
when they, along with other troops in present Oklahoma loyal to
the Union, withdrew into Kansas

2
An active participant in the events of 1858-1861 on the

frontier in Texas and Indian Territory was Lieutenant William
Este Burnet, for most of the period a member of Company C of
the 1st Infantry. In almost weekly letters young Burnet sought
to keep his father, David Gouverneur Burnet, informed of con-
ditions on the frontier as they affected the Indians. Although
the father's side of the correspondence is not available, it is
certain that 99e still maintained the keen interest in the Inrans
he had first shown in a two years' stay with the Comanches soon
after his arrival on the Texas frontier.

For more than four decades David G. Burnet had been
active in Texas affairs. Born on April 4, 1788, to a prominent

9s Neighbors to Creenwood, Sep. 3, 1859, loc. ci7.
19 bid. See also Nye, op. cit., 27.28; Handbook of Texas, Vol. I, pp.

210, 384
20 Nye, op. cit., 28; Handbook of Texas. Vol. II, p. 268.
29 Foreman, A history of Oklahoma. p. 96; Nye, op. cit, p. 28; Wright,loc. ci(., 56; Hume, loc. cit., p. 413; C. C. Riter, The Southwestern Frontier,

1865.1881 (Cleveland, 1928), p. 65. Emory, in reporting his action in locating
the post, wrote: "I have selected the site for Fort Cobb, west of the Texas
Indian reservation, and twelve miles west of the agency at the junction of

Pond creek and the Wachita [sic] river. The Indians being allowed the first
choice it is the best I could make."-36th Cong., lst Sess, Sen. Ex. Doc., VoL
97. No. 2, p 386. The number of units assigned to Fort Cobb is variously
given by different writers As Burnet's letters show, the number changed fromimo to time. On March 5, 1861, at the time of its abandonment, the post
was garrisoned by Companies B, C, D. and F of the 9st Infantry. See Dean
Trickett, "The Civil War in the Indian Territory," The Chronicles of Olahoma, Vol. XVII No. 3 (Sept., 1939), p. 318.
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New Jersey 
family,s 

he had participated in Francisco liranda's
revolutionary attacks on Spain's viceregal forces in Venezuelain 1806 and 1808, before coming to Natchitoehes, Louisiana, just
east of the Spanish boundary, it 1813. Ilere he failed in a
trading venture, and then, ill with tuberculosis, rode west to the
headwaters of the Colorado River of Texas where he found a

home among the Comanches who nursed him back to health.
After studying and practicing law in Ohio and Louisiana from
1819 to 1825, he settled in Texas in 1826, and in the same year
secured from the Mexican State of Coahuila y Texas a 300-
family impresario contract which hie disposed of to the Galveston
Bay and Texas Land 

Company.?   
Marrying Ioanna Esto

0 
in

Morristown, New Jersey, on December 8, 1830, he brought her
to Tqxas and established t home that he called "Oakland" on
a bluff overlooking Burnet's Bay, one mile south of present
Lynchburg. Active in Texas polities after 1833, he waso named
first president of the republic by the Convention of 1836 which
drafted the Declaration of Independence from Mlexico and also
drew up the Constitution of the Rtepublie. Ile held this office
until October 22 of the same year when he resigned to permit
Sam Houston, newly-elected to the presidency in the popular
election held in the autumn of 03:;, to takie charge of the gov-
ernment. Subsequently, he was vice president of the Itepublie
under President Mirabeau Bounaparte Lamar fromo 1838 to 1841,4nd served from 1846 to 1A8 as secretary of state in the admin-
istration of Governor James 1Pincknety Henderson, the first gov-
ernor of the new state of Texas. Thereafter, he devoted his time
to the practice of law and farming ountil after his wife's death in

1858, when he moved to Galveston and established his residence
in the home of his friend Sidney Sherman. An opponent of seces-

sion, Burnet was elected to represent Texas in the U. S. Senatein 1866, but was not permitted to take a0 seat in the Senate when
that body decided that Texa was still anl unreconstructed state
and therefore not entitled to representation in Congress. Ie died
in Galveston on December 5, 1870.26

n His mother was Gertrude Gouverneur, his father's serond wife. llis

father, William Burnet, was a noied physician and metber of the Continental
Congress. An older half.brother, Ichaod, was Washin;;on's aidedle-amp and
a friend to Lafayene. Another half-brother, Jacob, was U. S. Senator from
Ohio and a judge of the Ohio Supreme Como. ois own brother, Isaac, was
mayor of Cincinnati for 12 years.-Dictionary of American Biography (New
York, 1929), Vol. III, pp. 292-93; Dorothy L. Fie0 Is, "David Gouverneur
Burnet," Southwesrern Historical Quarterly, Vol Xx (Oct. 1945), pp. 215.
232; John H. Brown, Indian Wars and Pioneers of Te.tas (Austin, 1893), pp.
128.129.2OtHandbook of Texas, vol. o, pp. 252-253; Dicionary of American Diog-
raphy, Vol. III, pp. 292-293; Fields, loc. cit.MA M1uch information on the Este and Burnet families is found in Edward

N. Clapper, An American Family (Huntington, W. Va.. 1950).2 Handbook of Texas, I, 252-253;Dictionary of American biography,
Vol. III, p. 293 Fields, loc. cit.
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The son, Lieutenant William E. Burnet, one of four chil-

dren, was born at "Oakland" on July 7, 1833.24 Part of his

boyhood was spent at "Beechwood," the home of his uncle,

Joseph C. Clipper, on the outskirts of Cincinnati. He may have

beent tutored by ilhe Cloppers, or perhaps attended school at the

nearby Clifton District School. Ilis higher education was com-

plated at Kentucky Mlilitary- Institute, then located at Franklin

Springs, Kentucky, a few miles out of Frankfort. From KMI

he received A.B. and C.E. degrees in June 1855, and an honor-

ary M.A. degree in 1858?.2 Following graduation he taught for

perhaps one and one-half years at Caleb G. Forshey's year-old

Texas Military institute at Galveston." On February 21, 1857,

he was commtissioned Second Lieutenant in the 1st Infantry
liegimaent,' and began a military career he was to follow until

his death eight years later.

All of William E. Barnet's regular Army service seems to

have been spent in frontier outposts in northwestern Texas and
western Indian Ter ritory.'" lResigning his commission in the

U. S. Army on July 17, 1861,2 in St. Louis, Burnet, in order to

reach the Cunfederacy, turned west to Fort Leavenworth and

kort Smnith. Leaving the Arkansas fort soon after August 27,"3

he journeyed to Riichmond, where on September 9 he was com-

mis~siuned First Lieutenant of Infantry,.Confederate States
Army." Ini October 1662 he was promoted to Captain of Ar-

tillery on the staff of Brigadier General W. L. Cabell, C. S. A.35
Onl April 4, 16,he was promoted to Major of Artillery, and on
A11g11 19, 1,63, weas again promoted, this time to Colonel of
Artillery ona thec staff of Major General D. H. Maury, C. S. A.36
in October 1662 hie led Mlaury's artillery with "skill and effi-

26 Information locaieJ and copied by J. D. Matlock, Austin, Texas, from

the Burnet family Biible, Univ. of Texas library; Fields, loc. cit.; Clapper,

op. cit., pp. 265.266, 269, 298.27 Clapper, op. cit., pp. 409 and 461.

2S William T. Simpsen, 1I Alumni Secretary, to the author, Oct. 27,

1959: Clapper, op. cit., p. 461.

29 See Blurnet's letter of May 25, 1860, below.

30 F'. B. Hiiman, llistorical Rlegister and Dictionary of the United Stages

Army (Washington, 1930), Vol. 1, p. 261.

31 Burnet's correspor dence reveals a number of posts where he was

sationed. Military reconis ahso show that he was on duty at Fort Mason,
Texas, on June 26, 18.58. See Margaret Dicerchwale, "Mason County, Texas,18-15-1870(," Southrestern llistorical Quarterly, Vol. LilI (April 1949), p.
386, note. 15.

a21lleinnan, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 264.

33 See letter of Au,-. 27, 1861, below.

34 Service Re; ordi, William: E. Durnet, MS., The National Archives.

3-L~ist of Sta|| 0||icers of the Confederate States Army (Washingten.
1891), p. 24.

36 Service Record, Durnet, loc. cit., Cabell and Mau~y both USMA grad.

uaes anid Regular A. my officers. resi;;ned their commissions and joined the

Confederate Army.--Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. 111, pp. 390-391:

Vol. XII, pp 427.42.
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ciency" in the battles of Corinth and Davis' Bridge. From
August 1863 to the end of the war he commanded 2aury's bay
and river batteries around Mobile.

As the Civil War drew to its close, Union forces under Gen-
eral Edward Canby moved on the defenses of Mobile from Pensa-
cola in an effort to surround or defeat the Confederate troops
defending- the port city. On the morning of March 31, 1865
(nine days before Lee's surrender at Apponatox), GeneralMaury and Colonel Burnet crossed Mobile Bay to Spanish Fort
to supervise the location of a new battery. While thus engaged,
Burnet, whom Maury described as a "man of rare attainments,
of extraordinary military capacity, and unshrinking courage,"
became the only Confederate "officer of rank" casualty in the
Battle of Mobile when he was struck in the forehead by a rifle
ball aneddied a few hours later.2

The letters that follow, except for those of January 12,
1859, and May 9 and 26, 1859, are from the David G. Burnet
Collection of Letters in the Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas.
They reveal young Burnet's views on the frontier situation in
Texas and present Oklahoma from Van Dorn's attack on the
Comanch2es in October 1858 to Augnst 1861, on the eve of Bur-
net's departure from Fort Smith to offer his services to the
Confederate government at Richmond. Although these letters
probably constitute no more than one-half of all those Burnet
addressed to his father-those preserved are filled with his fears
that many had not been delivered to their destination.-still the

ones remaining furnish a revealing glimpse of Indian removal
from Texas and of the early days at Fort Cobb.

TIIE LETTERS OF 2ND LIEUTENANT WILLIA E. BURNED,

1ST INFANTRY REGIMENT, U.S.A.

Camp at Wiehatai"a Mountains
October 11th 1858

M2y Dear Parents

I have just learned that an express will leave our camp tom2or-
row morning & have a little time to write a few lines to let you

27 The 2ar of the Rebellion .. Records (Washington), Series 1, Vol.
17, Part I, pp. 384, 394, 395, 4(2; Vol. 26, Part 11, pp. 157, 275, 403; Vol. 32.
Part Ill pp. 32, 39.

as Maury to Davis, Dec. 25, 1867. in Dunbar Rowland (ed.) Jelerson
Davis Constitutionalist: is Letters, Papers and Speeches (Jackson, Miss.,
1923), VII. 234. In this letter, written over two years after the even2, Maury
erroneously gave April 4 as the date Bunet was killed. The date of Bune's
death (Marcb 31) is given in IFa of rhe Rebellion Records Series I, Vol. 49,
pp. 226, 318.

asa The spelling found in the original, Wm. E. Burnet letters, Rosenberg
Library, Galveston, Texas, is followed throughout in the text here in The
Chronicles. Only in a few instance has simple punctuation been added, and
a break in paragraphing been made for clearness in the printed text.-Ed.
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know that I am quite well. There was quite a severe fight with
the Cp2manchies took place a few days ago."9 in which they were
completely whiped; having 60 killed on the field; how2 many
were wounded is not known, but there must have been at least
100; the 60 were counted; but, I have no doubt that there were
many more killed, as part of the fight took place in a ravine
covered with brush-wood where of the dead may have escaped
notice. Our loss was considerable--Lient Van Canip

2
° was killed

on the spot, shot through the heart with an arrow. Three Pri-
vates were killed dead on the field and a sergeant has since died
of his wounds one other man will not get well I think he is
wounded in ten different places: Nine others were wounded,
besides Major Van Dorn, 41 who was very desperately wounded
by an arrow, which passed through the lower part of his body,
just above the belt and an other struck his wrist and came out
at the elbow making a very sever wound. Mr. Ross22 who came
in Command of the Indians was shot in the shoulder by a rifle

39Th,is ba2le at the Wichita Village, near present Rush Springs. Okla.
homa, took place at 

d
aybreak on October 1, 1858. The expedition returned

to the Otter Creek camp at the foot of the Wichita Mountains on October 10.
Cavalry units participating in the engagement were Companies A, F, H2. and
K of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. The official reports of the campaign and en-
gagement are found in the "Annual Report of the Secretary of 22ar, 1858,"
in 35th Cong., 2d Ss2., Sen. Ex. Doc., No. 1, Vol. 11, pp 26.27, 268.278. See
also Nye, op. cit., pp. 20-23; Price op. cit., pp. 68.71, 665; W. S. Nye, "The
Battle of Wichita Village," The Chronicles o/ Oklahoma, XV (June 1937),

pp. 2262227; Heitman, op. cit.. vol. 11, p. 404.
402nd Lt. Cornelius Van Camp, USMA 1855, saw service in Texas frontier

posts from 1856 until he was killed in the battle of the Wichita Village-site
about 4% miles east of Rush Springs, in Grady Co., Okla.-G. W. Cullum.
Biographical Register of the Oficers and Graduates of the U. S. Military
Academy .... (. (Doston & New York, 1891), vol. 11, p. 609; Price, op. cit., pp.

546-547. Nye, Carbine & Lance, p. 22, describes the encounter in which Van
Camp met his death.

2 2 Major (brevetted major, Aug. 20, 1847) Earl Van Dorn, grandnephew
of hms Andrew Jackson, USMA 18.12, served in the Mexican War, and later

on the Texas frontier On the outbreak of the Civil War he resigned his

commission, joined the Confederate Army, rose to major general, and becamecommander of the Trans.Mississippi Department. He was assassinated in Maury
County, Tenn., Mlay 8, 1863 (Cullum, op. cit., Vol. If. pp. 149-150; Hlandbook
of Texas, Vol. 11, pp. 830-831; Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. XIX,
pp. 185186; Price, op. cit., pp. 2742.77). Van Dor had started north from Fort
Belknap on Sept. 15 with four companies of the 2nd Cavalry and 50 men of the

lat Infantry on an expedition designed to punish the Comanches. lie was

preceded by 135 Wichita, Caddo, and Tonkawa scouws, who selected a camp

site on Otter Creek near present Tipton. Van Dorn reached the site, later

named Camp Radziminski (see below), on Sept., 23. Nye, "The Battle of

Wichita Village," loc. cit., pp. 226.227; Richardson, op. cit., p. 238; Price, op.
cit., p. 68.

42Lawrence Sullivan "Sul" Ross, leader of Van Dorn's party of friendly
Indian scouts from the Drazos Reservation. Ross, the son of Indian agent,
Shapley Prince Ross, rose from private to brigadier general in the Confeder-

2e Army, was governor of Texas ,om 1887 to 1891, and later was president
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas.-flandbook of Texas,
Vol. H2, pp. 506.507.
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ball, very severely but he is doing well, as are all the wounded
except poor Taylor,4

2 
who has the ten wounds. The Sutler Mr.

Ward got a slight scratch in the arm. There were near 500 In-
dians in thi party encamped near the Wichata Village about 90
miles from this place. The Indians aode a better stand than they
do general: They did very good fighting for a while: about
300 horses and mules were taken; these were all given to the
friendly Indians as was agire.ed to in the fir. t place to stimulate
them to find the Cotmanhie:s.

Poor Van Camp, he is greatly regretted by all, ie was among
the first officers I got acquainted with and I liked him very
much: hie was engaged to be married, but that did not amount
to ouch, young Ladies eaily console themselves in such eases,
as a general thing. Major Van Dorn had a very narro: escape
indeed and is not yet out of danger: but, I hope, soon will be,
as he is an excellent officer and ia very pleasant man. I hope that
this will satisfy our lying Governor," who states that there has
been nothing done by the troops in Texas. One mail has arrived
but Igot nothing, I suppose mine have not yet got around from
McKavett." I hope, [t]hat the next mail will bring letters from
home as I am very anxious to hear fromt you, my dear Mother, I
hope and trust that you are all quite well and that I can soon
hear that such is the case. I must close: we do not know when we
will return. But when we do I can get a leave for some time to
come home and I look forward with great pleasure to the time
when I can see you again--Remember me t those in the kitchen
and write often, giving all the news.

From your affectionate son
Wim. E. Burnet

Galveston Jan 121h 185948
My dear Aunt.

Your kind favour of Dec 24th has been received with much
pleasure by me, never was I more in 4at of the sympathy of
friends for it seems to me as if there was but little left in the

4s Corporal Joseph P. Taylor of A Company apparently recovered. First
Sergeant John W. Spangler of 11 Company was complimented in General
Orders for having killed six of thec enemy in personal comhal. For names of
those killed and wounded in this engagemem, ee "Annual 4Report of the
Secretary of War, 1858," loc. cit.. pp. 269.278; Price, op. cit., p. 665.

4 Hardin Richard Runnels (1820-1875), Governor of Texa. 1857-859.
Handbook of Texas, Vol. 11, pp. 515.

45Fort McKavet, Texas. Barnet's former station (see below).
Th2is letter is from the Edwa N. Copper Papers in the collections

of the Historical and Philosophical society of Ohio, Cincinnati. Much of it
was printed in Clopper, op. cit., pp. 465466.

4 Mary Este Cl8pper, si4ter of Wilia's mother. l!annah Este Burnet.
The sisters, daughters of Revolutionary War veteran Moses Este, had been

born and reared at Morristown, New Jersey. Clipper, op. ci1., p. l 1. , ... cloc. cit, p. 219.
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world for me now. but with the hope that I have I would not
call my mother back to this world which was indeed one of trial

and privations to her; she is now happy if ever departed spirit
was & I wotud not nmw doubt it for worlds. It was a dreadful
shoek to me, I dlid not ksnow before that I could feel. It had been

nearly four month, since I ha! got a letter from hime. The last
one told ire that Mother had, been quiite sick but was better. I

had been ent a dislanw ewnedition and no news had reached me

for all those lon mouths and I was very anxious to hear-We
hadl acam at the Wiehat-1 mountains and my letters were to be
forwIrded to that camp-We had been out for nearly a month
and were returning to our camp almmpt worn out by cold and

exposure." oar only exnectai mn that of getting news from our
friends. when we were within two dlas march of our camp we
were obliged to stop, the horses could go no further without rest:
an exprer was rent in to camp for our mail. The ground was
covered with sow and we had no shelter and but little fuel. The
(lay the expre--s was to get in it did1 not, come and we had all gone
to sleen around our scanty camp fires when the mail arrived. I

did not hear it when it came, bt soon one of mt brother officers
came anl called me and save me the letter-It was the first I
had vot from home for months anl by the moon light reflected
from the snow (the fire wat ont) I read my Father's letter tell-
ing me of my mother's death,49 of her long illness, of her last

thoughts of me. I felt the coM no more but sneh a night I had
never pated. it seemed as if it would last for ever. morning
came at lax and I started for home; five hundred miles of almost

hnro,n wilderness as s before me ere I could get to San
Antonin but I rode it in ight days I changed horses at the
different Militar Posts on the ro t six times and every one I
left was broken down.

Ttt rints lhosse eitht dayvt I didt not sleep at any time more
than four hours ont of the twenty four. I found in rapid motionsome relief: At San Antonio I took the stage and soon reached

home-to find it desolate indeed. I saw in a few days that it

would be impossible for my Father to live there (at our place)
and I rot myself to work to get him to leave there and go where
hie cold live with some comfort: There he was dependant on

the ser vants who although t bey are good in their way cannot take
the Proper care of a house wvithont come one to direct them, and
rather knew leis of such thing-s than they did-Then he cold
not live alonewithout some. society hie cold do nothing but
bood ove- the re t los and affliften we had sustained. Con-
sidering all thee thin." I ittduced Father to rent the place and

eas This ould indicate thai Burnet. nn infantry officer, accompanied

Van Dorn' cavalv r-nm- i, 'heir fiitl' s-trch for Indians subsequent
to the btte at th Wichitn Villne. See note 'ow to letter of March 25,
1859.

40\Mrs. Burnet died Oct. 30. 1858. Fields. loc. cif., p. 232.
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hire the servants out and move to Galveston. we are now board-
ing with Gena1 Sherman" who has been a warm Friend of
Father's for years-I can see a great change for the better in
Father, here he can meet many of his old friends and has some-
thing to divert his mind from grief. It is a great relief to me to
have hiin here where he can be comfortable and cheerful. As for

myself, although 1 thank you for your good wishes in my behalf,
I cannot profit by your advice. I am too poor to think of a wife
-I would not wish to take one except from the refined walks of
life and I would not wish to make such a one share my hard for-

tune. I might accumulate wealth but it would take years of toil
and perhaps at the end I might not enjoy it. As I have now but
few ties I can well afford to risk my life in the service of the
country, few will suffer less loss than I can now. Father does
not wish me to leave the Army:s1 I may rise in it and I may not,
the future alone can tell I hope you will write often- I do
not know where I shall be when this reaches you- I shall leave

here to join my Company about the 25. Direct here to the care

of Father, hie will know where to send the letter as soon as I can

let him know where I will be. give love to all from your affee-

tionate nephew Wmi E Burnet

San Antonio Texas

January 30th 1859

My dear Father

I arrived here last night safe but rnry tired. The Ship did

not leave Galveston until near daylight on Wednesday, at [but]

got to Powderborn52 the same evening: the sea was rather rough

and the Mexico is so much out of water that she roles very

badly: so we had rather an unpleasant trip. I left Powderhorn

on the stage for this place on Thursday morning. The road from

Powderhorn to Victoria is the worst I ever saw on one part of

it whe were nine hours going twelve miles, we were obliged to

take of~f) all the load and lift the stage out of the mud three

50 General Sidney Sherman, commander of the 2nd Texas Regiment in the

Battle of San .Jacinto, and a major general of Texas militia from 1843 to

1845. Handbook of Texas, Vol. 1I, pp. 603-604; Clopper, op. cit., p. 264.
5t Father and son apparently were not wholly in agreement as to which

wvas most interested in the son's remaining in the Army. Writing about Will-

iam to his sister-in-law, Mary E. Clopper, on March 9, 1860, D. G. Burnet

stated: "I sometimes think his fatigues and exposures and privations will

eventually wean him from all his fondness for military life, but early at.

tachments are hard to be overcome-if I had the means of placing him in

some good business I should be most happy to do so, but I have not, and must

yield to circumstances however trying." Clopper, op. cit., p. 466.
52Orisinal name for Indianola, Texas, a port on the western shore of

Matagorda Day, through which passed military supplies for many of the U.S.

Army posts in Teaus.-Handbook of yexas, vol. I p. 883.
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times that night: it was the worst road I ever saw.6 Above
Victoria the road was better and we got on faster. but it was a
very long tedious trip; we had no sleep until we got here, at
nine O'clock last night.

I reported to genl Twiggs this morning and I am ordered
to go to Fort McKavett to take Command there until Capt
P7lummer7 returns, he is at Fort Belknap

7 s 
attending a Court

Martial held on a Lieutenant u 1p there. I shall be there until the
last of next month, or some time in March, when I will go on to
join Major Van Dorn, if nothing happens out of the proposed
order of things. I do not know whether M 7cKavett will be broken
uip, or not, it has not been determined yet; but, I think, it is
likely that it will be, some time in the summer. I am rather tired
and as I must get off in the morning I cannot write much: but

as soon as I get to the Fort will write by every opportunity and
you will, I hope, write often and long letters, giving me the
news of the day and any little items about those I know in Gal-
veston which you can find. I hope you will visit about some and
try to pass your time as pleasantly as possible.

I shall go from here to Fort McKavett on horse-back. I met
Lt. Major"7 here he has just got down from the Wiehata Moun-
tains, 7e came down with orders. Hle tells me the winter has
been very severe many horses and mules have died & there can
be nothing more done until April; so I am rather fortunate in

ra The distance from Powderhorn (Indianola) to Victoria was 42 miles.

"Freeman's Report on the Eighth Military Department." loc. cit., LIii (April
1950), pp. 469.473. Other distances between Texas posts given in these foot.
notes are from this source. L7. Col7 W. W. Freeman, who travelled the route
in May 

1

853, stled that the 40..dd miles to Victoria ran over a "hog-wallow"
prairie almost impassable in west weather Ibid., Vol. LI (July 1947). . 58.

rs Brig. Gen. David Emanuel Twiggs, veteran of the Mexican War, was

named commander of the Department of Texas in 1857. He surrendered Fed.

eral forces and stores to Texas authorities in Feb. 1861, and in May 1861 was
commissioned a major general in the Confederate Army. He died in July
1862. Handbook of Texas. Vol. 11, p. 812; Dictionary of American Biography,
Vol. XIX, p. 83.as Capt. Joseph Bennett Plummer, USMA 1841, served in the Mexican

War. Promoted captain. 7t Infantry, May 1, 1852, he was stationed at Fort
McKavett, Texas, 1855.57, 1858.59. He was assigned to Fort Cobb, 1859.61.
In the Civil War he served as colonel in the 11th Missouri Volunteers and

later was named brigadier general of U. S. Volunteers. Ile died Aug. 9,
1862, at Corinth, Miss. Cullum, op. cit., Vol. If, pp. 85.86.

67 Fort Belknap was lo7ed in present Young County, Texas, some 60
miles southwest of Wichita Falls and some 130 miles northeast of Fort Chad.

bourne. For details on the establishment of Fort Belknap, see Oneal, loc. ci7.,
pp. 508-521.7

?2nd Lt. James P. Major, USMA 1856, served in the 2d Cavalry from Dec.
1856 until his resignation on March 21, 1861, to enter the Confederate Army,

where he rose to the rank of brigadier general. In the battle at the Wichita

Village, Oct. 1, 1858. he killed three Indians with his own hands. Cullum, op.
cit., Vol. 11, pp. 655-656; Price, op. cit., pp. 548-549. Nye, Carbine & Lance,
22, describes his shooting of Mahee in this battle.
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being sent to McKavett for a month or so. T shall have to close
and I hope, my dear Father, that this will find you in good
health. Write soon and direct to "Fort McKavett." Remember
me to.en Sherman and the family &to others. Write soon. I
shall have rather a lonesome time at McKavett and let ters will be
looked for with earnestness and received with pleasure.

From your affectionate Son

Wm'n E Burnet

P.S. Jan 31st I will get off thlis morning and will be about

a week going to McKavett I will write as soon after getting

there as possible-1 am quite well

your affectionate son

Wi E Burnet

Fort 
McKoavett 

Tex. Feb. 25th/59

My Dear Father

Capt Plummer returned day before yesterday, something
sooner than was expected on account of the movements to be
:nade. I will leave here for the Camp at the Wichita Mountains
tomorrow morning and it will take me from 15 to 20 days to get
there as I take a train of wagons as far as Ft Chadbourne and

they make short marches. This Post will be abandoned about the
20th of March. I do not know whether I will remain at the

Wiehita or come bako to he Camp on the Brazos. The wether is
very fine for traveling now and I hope it will continued so. as I

have # long ride to make. I am very busy getting ready and have
but little time to write. I will write every chance I get and give

you all the particulars of any interest. And I hope you will

write often giving the local and general news. We get a mail

timorrow and I hope to get a letter. Do you learn how M~r

Mason" is getting on at the place and how Puss and E~m`5 are
doing ?

Your affectionate Son

Wi F. Burnet
"8Located in present Menard County, Texas, southeast of San Angelo.

Fort McKavett was some 160 mlies northwest of San :Antonio.
6A native of Maryland to whom D. C. Burnet rented Oakland after

the death of Mrs. Burnet. D. G. Bu-net to Mlary E. Clopper, Oakland, Jan. 1,
1859, in Clopper, op. cit., pp. 46-465.

8Negro slaves. D. G. Burnet left Pw .1l her famly :it Oakland forone year with the Mason family who had rn,led the farm. Of the Mlsons, he
wrote: "They appear to be a moral and w--l81 r1anized family rnd I think will
treat them well." With regard to Em, he added: "Fmn 1 have hired at Lynch-
burg to a decent family where she will be well cared for" (D. G. Burnet to
Mary E. Copper, Oakland, Jan. 1, 1859, in Clopper. 8p. cit.. i.. 461465). Dur.
net later took the two slaves to his place of residence in Galveston (D. G.
Durnet to Mary E. Copper, Galveston, March 9. 1960, in Cloppe, op. cit., pp.
4d6.467).



The Texas Indians 2B9

Fort 
Chadbournest 

Texas
March 6th 1859

My dear Father

In my last I told you that I was about to leave Fort
3McKavett on my sway to join Major Van Dorn's Expedition at

the Wichita Mountains. I left McKavett as I expected and ar-
rived here on the fourth dlay, after rather an unpleasant march,

as there came up a storm which made the traveling rather bad.
It cleared off before I got here: but I was obliged to stop here
for an Escort as the Indians enfest the road between here and
Fort Belknap and it is not considered safe for a small party.

The Surgeon, Dr. Babeoek,is of this Post has been ordered to the
Camp at the Wichita and he was only waiting to be relieved here
by the Medical Officer who is to replace him; he arrived yester-
day morning and we expected to have started this morning, but
yesterday there came up a most singular storm, a very strong
wind and a most tremendious cloud of dust: about four O'Clock

in the afternoon it became dark Enough to have lights, the sunwas entirely obscured: this dust must come from Llano Estacado.
The wind continued all night and [is] still blowing very hard;
if it continues this way to-morrow I shall not start as it is very
disagreeable to be out in such weather. The dust is so fine it
sifts through every thing, it comes in the houses although they
are quite secure against rain. I never say any thing like it be-
fore and don't want to see the like again soon for it is the most
unpleasant storm I have seen for a long time. Now it is snow-
ing quite fasttand the dust has sloped flying, which is someimprovement, but still it is not pleasant by any means and
unless it improves I will remain here tomorrow, but I hope the
storm will abate as I have been here long enough and should be
getting on as fast as possible. Dr. Babeoik goes up with mewhich makes it much more pleasant than going alone would be,
as he appears to be a very pleasant man. When I left McKavett
Capt Plummer expected to leave about the 17th of this month
I am sorry we have to abandon Fort McKavett for there had been
a great deal of work done by the troops there; good quarters had
been built for all. The garden had cost much labor and had
swell repaid it, but it is all to be left and, I think, to repeat the

movement of the French Army, when "The King of France, with
a thousand men, marched up the hill and then marched down
again."

61 Located in present Coke County, Texas (some 50 miles southwest of

present Abilene), approximately 95 miles northwest of Fort McKarett.62 Dr. William H. Babcock, appointed Assistant Surgeon. Aug. 29, 1856:

died of disease, Oct. 3. 1859 (Heitman, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 178). Babcock was
on the staff of Major Van Dorn in his 1859 campaign against the Comanches
that culminated in the battle on the Nescutunga (sie below).-A. GBrackent,
History of the United States Cavalry (New York, 1865), p. 201.
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For I do not think this move will amount to much more.
We will be scattered along the route of the Overland aMil, I
think between Belknap and El Paso: The Indians have given
great trouble to the line of late and the agent told me this
morning that it would be impossible for the line to go on unless
there was more protection given to them. Now there are no
troops on the rout between here and El Paso. I think the line
should be protected and helped on as it is certainly a good thing,
the opening of a Pacifie Rail Road. One can go from this Post
to St Louis in ten days, to El Paso in four and to San Fran-
cisco in about 18. That is doing very well and is of great ad-
vantage for mail facilities. It will take a large force to protect
them though: for it is a long rout and in somec places very much
Exposed to the Indians: there are several passes among the
mountains where the Indians can hide very easily and do mis-
chief and be hard to get at or dislodge. The mail of yesterday
brought news of a fight in the Pass of the Guadalupe Mountains
between Lt Lazell' and a large body of Apaches, in which Lazell
was very badly wounded and lost some of his men and could not
drive the Indians out; they held the Pass, which is long and very

narrow, and maid it good against him. It is thought that Lazell
will not recover from his wounds. The fight was within thirty
miles of El Peso. I did not hear how many Indians there were,
or how many men Lazell had; but it was at very severe fight and
an unfortunate one. I do not know Lazell, but have heard him
highly spoken of and it will be a pity if he should die in such
a way.

I think that the wind is going down and the snow does not
fall as fast as it did a few hours ago. We will be able to oet off
in the, morning: I hope it will do, for I want to get on. We will

go very comfortably as we have an ambulance and four good
mules. I came from McKavett to this place on horseback. I shall
not be able to get any letter from you for some time as the Ex-
press has been stopped from McKavett and my letters directed to
that place cannot come on until the Companies move and it vill
be the last of this month before they get to the Clear Fork of the
Brazzos which will be the first place that an Express will be
established. But you must write regularly and give all the news,
it will be acceptable when it loes come to hand. Dr. Carswell"

632nd U.. Henry M. Lazelle, USMA, 1855, assigned 8th Infantry, Oct. 9,
1855, was shot through the lungs in a skirmish with Mescalero Apaches in the
Sacramento Mountains, Feb. 8, 1859. Ie survived to become colonel of the
16th New York Volunteers, Oct. 23, 1863.-Cullum, op. cit., vol. II, pp. 636.637.

N Dr. William A. Carswell, appointed Assistant Surgeon, Nov. 29, 1858,
resigned March 25, 1861, and served in the Confederate Army a

s 
a Surgeon

from 1861 to 1865.-Heitman, op. cit, vol. 1, p. 287.
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tells me that the Camp on Otter Creekas at the Wichita is to be

moved somec sixty miles west of the present location to a point

on the North Fork of Red River. I hope it will be a better place

than Otter Creek. I shall not be able to go very fast and it will

not be much before the last of this month when I get to the

Camp: I will go on as fast as I canl, but Dr. Babcoek is obliged

to go by Camp Colorado,"' and that is nearly one hundred miles

out of the direct rout. Remember me to Gen Sherman and his

family and to any others who take the trouble to ask. Write soon

and direct to the "Care of the (Quarter Master at San Antonio."

In your letters give me all the local news and any political news

of amy interest. I hope your time passes more pleasantly than it

did;.do try" to get on as well as possible. I am quite well and

hope your health is good. I must close for the present: I will

write again as soon as possible.

Your affectionate Son

Wim E. Burnet

Camp, near the Wiehita Mountains,

I. T. March 25th 1859

My dear Father

My last letter to you was written from Fort Belknap, about
the 13th of this month. I hope you have, or will, receive it as it

will show how we get along. I arrived here on the 20th ult. [inst.]

We had a great deal of high wind and dust, which made the trip

from Belknap to this place very uncomfortable; and here it in
not much better; the wvind blows constantly and keeps clouds

of dust flying all the time. This dust is so fine that a tent is

very little protection against it for it sifts through and will even

find its way into a trunk. Things are in rather a bad state up

here. Since I left, more than a hundred horses have died and

about fifty mules;s" the rest look as if they might go at any time.

There has been no rain since I left but a good deal of snow: The

grass has not begun to sprout and there is very little of the old

s5 The original location of Camp Radziminski (see In. 71 below). (This

location of Van Dorn's first camp in 1858 was at the Otter Creek crossing
on what was later known as the "Old Radzminski Trail," about 5 miles

northeast of present Tipton in Tillman County. Oklahoma. This approximate

location was that of the "Otter Creek Camp." an outpost of Fort Sill in

1871, visited by Col. R. S. Mackenzie, Fourth U.S. Cavalry.-Ed.)
ea .ocated in present Coleman County, Texas, about 26 miles north of

the Colorado River on Jim Ned Creek.-Handbook of Texas, Vol. 1, p. 279.

sr After the battle at the Wichita Village in the previous October (see

above), the cavalry companies of the expedition had marched from 1200 to

1500 miles scouting all of the Wichita Mountain area and the region consid-

erably to the west bounded by the Antelope Hills on the north and the Brazos

River on the south. In the process the horses and mules had been so broken

down that proposed winter campaign had to be called off.-Price, op. cit. pp.
71-74.
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grass left ; to take advantage of what was left, the Camp has been

scattered, and now extends for about six miles along the Creek

Unless we move from here soon or the gears begins to come out

we shall not have a. horse left or ia mule: but if we could find

good grass now it would not take long to put the animals we
have left in gret ty good order. 'Major Van Dorn is out now look-

ing for a place and I think we will move in a short time to somec

point on the North Fork of the Red River. I do not know that

it will be much of an improvement for this country as far as I

have seen is very much alike and all ae poor as it can be. I think

it would be as well to let the Indians have it for white men can

never make a living here unless at the cost of great labor and

money. The land is very poor. without timber, except a very

little on a few creeks. There is but little water and that is gen-

erally unfit for use: The climate is too eold for stock. They

could not live through the. winter: The country is only fit for

Buffalo and wolves. These are found in abundance. So many

horses having died the wolves have collected in great numbers

around our camp and at night thiey make so much nois that it

is troublesome. There are a great many Buffalo here. When we

were coming uip, about ten miles below here on the road, a large

herd came across the Road and we were obliged to stop the
Ambulance to let them pass. There must have been several

thousand of them.

Congress has adjourned some time since: has Mr. Bryanos

done any thing? His term is out, is it not? I fear there is not
much chance of getting any thing from that quarter for some

time but it appears to me that they cannot overlook such a lame

so well proved as that is, but it is hard to tell what they will do.

And now they are doing everything they can to reduce the

Expenses cutting down every thing except their own pay: so it

is a bad time to try to get any thing out of them. Who has the

best chance of being elected in Mir. Bryan's place, do you think?

I hope it will be some one who youe know and will do more than

he has done, he might have got that thing through session before

last, but I don't think hie could this last. There is nothing new

here put as this cannot go for several days I will not close as

something may happen worth notice in that time.

[P.S.] March 27th

The maii will leave this morning and there is nothing new

to tell. Since I wrote the above the Express has got in but I did

not get any letter. They must have gone around to McKavett

and have not had time to get here. I hope I shall hear soon that

you are quite well and comfortable. The Express brought word

68 Representative Guy Morrison 'Bryan, nephew of Stephen F. Austin,

represented the Western District of Texas in the Thirty-fifth Congress, 1857-

1859.-Handbook of Texas, vol. 1, pp. 233.
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that there was still some prospect of a difficulty at the Indian
Reserves. I hope nothing of the kind will take place, but there
is no telling what fools may do. We will leave this Camp in a
few days for a place about 20 miles north of this and among the
Mountains, good grass and water has been found there. Write
often, my dear Father, for I am very anxious to hear how you
get on. I am quite well and trust you are in good health.

from your affectionate Son
W. E. Burnet

Camp Cooper" Texas
May 2nd 1859

My dear Father

I arrived here yesterday and found two letters from you:
one dated March let and the other April 5th. As these were the
first I had received from you for a long time; they gave me
much pleasure. I am indeed happy to learn that your health has
improved since you came to Galveston and I trust as Spring

advances and the weather gets pleasant that you will derive
even more benefit from the change. I have not written to you
for a much longer time than usual, as I have been so situ-
ated that writing was out of the question. We went out on a
short.seout, along the "North Fork of Red River"; but found
no sign of Indians. When we got back, I found that LieutReynolds-

3 
had been sent to Camp Radziminiski,; to relieve

me, and that I was to join my Company at this place. I left the
Wichita Mountains on the 22nd of April, with my detachment of
fifty men, and a train of sixteen wagons. The route by which we
first went to the Wiehita Monntains was through Fort Belknap
and since that has been abandoned and the troops stationed at

9.ocated in present 
Throckmorton 

County, Texas, some 80 miles South.
west of present Wichita Falls.

30 33t Lt. Samuel l3. Reynolds, USMA 1819, promoted let Lt., lst nfan.
ty, Dec. 8, 1855, served on the Texas fon,ier, 1856.59, and was on duty at
Fo.t Cobb, 1859-61. Resigning his commision, July 28, 1861, he served the
CSA as a colonel of 31st Virginia Infantry.--Cullum. op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 399.
100; Heitman, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 825.

SOccupied in 1858 by -lhe Van Dorn Expedition. The first Camp Radzi.
minski was located n the southeast bank of Onter Creek in present Tillman
County as an outpost of Fort Belknap. It was named for 1st Lt. Charles Radzi.
minski of K Company. 2d Cavalry, a Polish-born veteran of the Mexican War,
wh,o had served as an engineer on the American.Mexican Boundary Commis
sion before joining the 2nd Cavalry. He had recently died (Aug. 18) of tuber.
culosis while on sick 3ea3e in Memphis (Ulandbook of Texas, Vol. 1, p. 283;
Price, op. cit., pp. 24, 35, 331, 3.69, 587, 615). Nye "The Battle of Washita
Village," loc. cit., pp. 263.227, says the first camp was located near present
Tipton, that the camp was twice moved, and that the last site was at the
Narrows about four miles northwest of present Mountain Park, Kiowe County.
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this point fifty miles almost due west from Belknap: the old
route became very circuitous: and when I started down Major

Van Dorn requested me to try and strike a direct course from his
camp to this place I did so and came out within five miles of

this Camp: but the Country is very rough, but up by small
creeks with steep banks and deep ravines and some high hills.

The route crosses all those streams the Brazos the big and little

Wichita and several creeks, so high up that they are broken into

small streams and the Country is very rough but as it saves about

seventy miles it can afford to be a little rough. We were obliged

to do a good deal of work cutting down the banks of the creeks
and ravines and at the Crossing of the Big Wichita we had a
good deal of trouble: Where we struck the river it was so boggy

that it was impossible to cross and we were obliged to hunt for an

other place. We found one after some trouble and by going
about three miles out of our course.

Just on the other side of the Brazos we came to a large
tract of Post Oak the only Post Oak that I know of between

Belknap and 'Cash Creek'" in the Choctaw Nation. This timber
was very thitk and some of it very good, it was so thick that I
concluded to go around it rather than eut a road through it
especially as I thought we were near the western end of the tract ;
by going about three miles out of the way we got around it We

were obliged to change our course so often that I believe all the
men thought I was lost and I was almost of the same opinion
myself but I went on just as if I knew exactly where we were
going &, fortunately for my reputation with the men, I came out
right--Such things are of very little importance in themselves
but they help to give the men tha tat confidence in an officer which
is so necessary in military life. When I last wrote I expected to
go on a long scout along the Arkansaw, but Major Van Dorn
did not start as soon as he expected to on account of the condi-

tion of the horses. Hle will start about the 5th of this month."9

When I got here I found that Capt. Plummer had gone withthet

72Cache Creek. (This is the Cache Creek of present Cotton and Co-
manche counties, the region a part of the Choctaw Nation until 1866.-Ed.)

is Van Dorn started north on April 30 with Companies A, B, C, F, C, and

II of the 2d Cavalry and some 50 Indian scouts from the Brazms Agency. On

May 13, in the valley of the Nescutungs, a tributary of the Arkansas, some 15

miles south of old Fort Atkinson, Kansas he inflicted severe punishment on

Buffalo Hump's Comanche band. The expedition returned to camp Radzimin-

ski in two different groups at the end of Mfay. For a detailed account of this

expedition. see Joseph D. Thoburn, "Indian Fight in Ford County is 1859,"

Collections, Kansas State Hlistorical Society, Vol. XII, Part 7 (1911-1912),

pp. 312.329. For Van Dorn's description of the battle of Nescatunga and the

names of the officers of the expedition see Drackett, op. cit., pp. 197.201. See

also Price, op. cit., pp. 79.80, 665.666; Richardson op. cit., 242: Hleitman, op.
cit., Vol. II, p. 404; Grant Foreman, Advancing the Frontier (Norman, 1933),

p. 297.



The Texas Indians 295

Company to the lower Indian reserveN which is about 18 miles
below Belknap and if the Mail tomorrow does not bring some
Drder in regard to my movements or those of the Company I
shall start next day to join him there. This is quite a pleasant
Camp and Capt. Kings who is in Command, is a very pleasant
Gentleman al a fine officer; he is the one I went on with,
whel.tI first joined, from San Antonio to Fort McKavett. I am
very glad you saw Lt. Major and his wife- I like him very much.
We have been together a good deal and I have had a chance to
know him very well: I hope he will find his change in life for
the better and that his better half will merit the name. The
Mail gets in tomorrow and I will not close this until it comes as
I hope it will bring a letter from you. I trust that I shall not be
disappointed.

Camp at the Lower Reserves
May 9, 1859

[My ,lear Father] .
When I closed my last letter, we had reason to expect from

all accounts, there would be a fight in a day or two, with some
white men who had organized to drive the Indians from this
and the Upper Reserve. I mentioned something of this in a letter
from Belknap some time ago. At that time, there were more
troops here than they cared to meet, and they did nothing. But
the troops being nearly all removed, they appeared to think it
would be a good time for them to make their attack. As there
will be a good deal said about it, if there should be a collision, I
will try to give you some account of matters as they now stand,
and the causes which have led to the difficulty.

The people in the border counties have lost some horses in
the last year, and one or two persons have been killed by Indians.
These people profess to believe it was done by the Indians of this

HsThe Brazos Indian Reservation located some 12 miles south of Fort

Delknap in lte bends of the lirazos River, and so designated because it was
located farther down the river than the Penateka Comanche Reservation

(Upper Reserve) to the west. In the Lower Reserve were locked betweenl.000 and 2,000 Caddo, Anadarko, Waco and Tonkawa Indians in their own
villages under the direction of Agent Shapley P. Ross.-Handbook of Texas,
Vol. I, pp. 209.210.

lJohn llaskell King was commanding officer of Fort Clark, Texas, and
also of Company I of the st Infantry at that station on Aug. 1, 1853. He be.
came a major general of volunteers in the Union Army during the Civil War.
--"Freeman's Report," loc. cit., LIII (July 1949), pp. 71-72; Heitman, op. cit,
Vol. 1, p. 599.

GThis letter appeared in the Galveston Weekly News, isy 31, 1859, p. 2,
cols. 2-3, under the heading: "Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Wm. E.
Burnet, U. S. A., in Major Van Dors's Command, to his Father in this City."
It was located and copied by J. D. Matlock, Austin, Texas, from the Univer.
sity of Texas Library collections.
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Reserve, and without a shadow of proof that this is the ease,

they are threatening the destruction of all the Indians in the
two Reserves, 9ho are settled on lands given to them, and under
a solemn treaty that they shall be protected by the government.
They say that the Indians are a set of murdering thieves, and
should be exterminated. But when the conduct of the agents,
Major Neighbors,

2 
Capt. Ross,-8 and Mr. Leeper,79 was investi-

gated by a Commission appointed for that purpose last Fall, not
only nothing was proved against them, but even those who pre-
ferred the charges, failed to appear before the Board, although
it remained in session more than three weeks, expecting them.
When the trouble began, early in the Spring, Major Neighbors
represented the matter at Washington, D.C., and an order was
issued by the Department of the Interior, to remove the IndiansbeyonedRed River, to as barren and inhospitable a region as can
be found in the United States. But this order did not satisfy
the people below, who, giving as an excuse, that Uncle Sam is
too slow, have again attempted to destroy the Indians; at least
they have talked much to that effect.

The people say they have lost a thousand head of horses in

the last year. This Reserve consists of only eight leagues; and
as they have the right to come and look for their horses at any
time, it would be easy to find some of them within so small a
space, if there were any there; but none have ever been found.
These are facts to show that these Indians have not been guilty

of the charges made against them. Some of them have alwaysbeen friendly to the Whites. You will remember Old Placidos0
in Austin. He has fought for Texas for twenty-nine years. The

Shawnees, Caddos, Delawares and one or two remnants of tribes,
are of great service as guides in the war against the Comanches.

In fact, it would almost be useless to go out without some of

them.-If it had not been for them, Major Van Dorn would not

77 Robert S. Neighbors, veteran Texas and U. S. Indian Agent, served

as General Supervisor of all Indians in Texas from 1854 until his assassins-

tion by Edward Cornett at Fort Bielknap. Sep. 14, 1859.--Handbook of Texas,

Vol, 1, p. 210; Vol. II, pp. 267- 268. The story of Neighbor' work as an
Indian agent is told at great length by Kenneth F. Neighbors in "Robert S.
Neighbors in Texas, 1836-1859: A Quarter Century of Frontier Problems"

(Ph. D. Dissertation, Univ. of Texas, 1955).
78 Shapley P. Ross, Indian agent on the 1Brazos Indian Reservation (Lower

Reserve from 1855 to 1859.-Handbook of Texas. Vo o l,.p 2 192 2,
pp. 507.508.

29 Mathew Leeper, agent for the Penateka Comanche , and later Con-
federate agent at the Wichita Agency at Fort Cobb.-Nye, Carbine & Lance,

pp. 25, 28.29.
so For more on the role of this Tonkawa Indian Scout's cooperation with

the Texans in their wars with the Indians, see Handbook of Texas, Vol. I1, p.
383. Nye tell9 how Placido met his death at the hands of a raiding party of
Kansas Indians southeast of present Anadarko on Oct. 24, 1862.--See Carbine
& Lance, p. 31.



The Texas Indians 297

have seen a Comanche, nor would Captain Ford.s8 Every fight
that has taken place, within the last two years, has been had

through their knowledge of the country and skill in following a

trail. On several occasions they have taken horses from the

Comnanches, and returned them to these very people below, from

whom the Comanches had stolen them. They have never refused
to go out, alone or with citizens or troops, against the hostile
Indians and have received no compensation, except a share of

the spoils, and in some cases, where one had been employed as a
guide at a post.

The Whites, without any proof that these Indians have done
wrong, and with many well known facts, showing that they have
done much good to the frontier, have determined to exterminate

them; and they say, all connected with them, agents, with their
families, etc. Their first attempt was committed last December,
and was worthy of them and their cause. A party of Indians,

consisting of two men, a boy and four women, being the family
of an old Indian," well known through the country, were out,
with a pass from the Agent, to look for some of their cattle

They were attacked by a party of men from Palo Pinto County,
while asleep at night, and one man, the boy and three women

were killed in their beds. The others escaped. No resistance was
made. One white man was shot accidentally by one of his own

party. In this cowardly and murderous act, they were sus-
tained by the community, and by the press of these upper
counties. Since that time, they have contented themselves with
boasts and threats, tutil about the first of this monh, when word
was brought that they were assembling in some force, intending

to make an attack. Capt. Plummer was here with a part of his
company. I had just returned with the rest of the company from
Wichita and was waiting for orders.

About twelve o'clock, on the night of the third inst., an
express arrived from Capt. Plummer for reinforcements. Capt.

King sent for me immediately, and some time before day-light,
I was ond the mareb, and got here before nine o'clock the next
morning. I expected to be attacked on the road as it was re-
ported those people would try to cut off all supplies coming into
the R deserve, but they allowed me to pass without trouble. I saw
no one on the road until I got within twelve miles of this post,
when I came to a house where I was told that a party of fifty

men .was camped a few miles below the road, and would be

sI John Salmon (Rlip) Ford. lender of Texas Rtanger force that fought
the Comanchecs on the Canadian in 1858.-Webb, The Texas Rangers, pp. 151-

161; Hlandbook of Texas, Vol. 1, pp. 617.618.
92 Burnet probably refers to the incident involving 27 Indians under

Choctaw Tom who were attacked on the night of Dec. 26, 1858. while on a

hunting expedition in Palo Pinto County. Seven of the Party were killed

in their blankets by while men from Eraih County.-Hlandbook of Texas, Vol.

I, P. 210; Neighbours, op. cir., p. 563 ff.
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likely to give me a fight; but they did not see fit to do so or to
show themselves, if they were there. When I got here, I found

the Indians had abandoned their houses and fields and were
encamped close around the house of the Agent, Capt. Ross and
Capt..Plummer also in camp elose by. We kept on our guard,
but nothing happened until the day before yesterday, when a
party of Indians (who had been carrying an 'express' from this

to Fort Arbuckle, and were returning with dispatches from that
Fort,) came into camp very much excited and stated that they
had been attacked by about 20 men (there were seven Indians in
the party) some nine miles from here; and that one of their

horse had been killed and five led horses stolen from them,
and one of their party was missing. The missing Indian was the
Chief of the party, and had the saddle bags with the letters, etc.

At about half-past three o'clock, P. M., I started with one
hundred Indians and two soldiers and a Dr. Sturm,

t
s who is

living here, to see if I could find the missing Indian and the
papers and the 

horses.8' 
We went to the place where the attack

had been made; found the dead horse, but not the Indian. After
some time spent in the search, we found his tracks and con-

tluded they had taken him off a prisoner. We followed their
trail at a gallop about a mile and a half when we came to a

house, one of the stations of the mail route to California. There
I learned that a party of men from Jack County, calling them-
selves the Jacksborough"5 Rangers, numbering fifteen men, had

been there about twelve o'clock, and were eating and grazing
their horses, when they saw the Indians about half a mile off,
on what is called the Arbutkle trail, which leads directly to this
camp. As soon as these men saw the Indians, they caught up
their horses and started after them. The Indians, not knowing

of those troubles, and thinking themselves safe, as they were
carrying the government express, did not attempt to escape
until the men fired upon them. The first shot did no harm, and
the Indians turned off from the trail into the post oaks, but not

sa Dr. J. J. Sturm, the farmer for the Lower Reserve.-Neighbors, op.

cit., pp. 563, 567.
se Richardson, op. cit., p. 225, writes as follows in describing this event:

"In Mlay, an army officer acted in a very indiscreet fashion by leading a large
party of Brazos reservation Indians into the town of Jacksboro, whither they

had gone in search of a party who had killed in brutal fashion an Indian
named Fox I. .. a dispatch bearer from Fort Arbuckle, killed by a party of

Jack County rangers.] This incident furnished the radical party an exc.;Alenttorch with which they now set the whole frontier aflame with excitement."
Neighbours, op. cit., pp. 606-607, 651-652. briefly describes the events re.
counted by Burnet, and quotes Major Neighbors on the character of Fox, the

Caddo Indian dispatch bearer who had served as a sout with the Ford and
Van Dorn expeditions.ss County seat of present Jack County, Texas, some 24 miles east of the
Brazos Agency, redesignated Jackshoro in 1899.-Handbook of Texas, Vol. 5,
p. 900.
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quick enough to get clear, as a second shot brought down one

of their horses. They then abandoned their led horses and
scattered; the one whose horse was shot, going on foot. They all
got in safe, except the one we were looking for. The man at the
station told men (me] that the Rangers returned to his place,
bringing the Indian and six horses, two rifles and a Colt's
pistol, with the saddle bags and the mail, which they broke open
and read some public documents and a letter from the Agent

in the Indian Territory (,Mr. Blair)86 to Capt. Ross, hie remem-

bered were among them. Hie told me they had cursed and abused

the Indian, telling him he had no business with the papers and

no right to be there. After reading the papers, they started on

the road to Jacksborough, which is the California mail road.
The party had been gone nearly three house when I got to the
station and as soon as I got the facts as above, I started after

them, having sent a runner to report progress at the Agency.
We followed their trail on the road for twelve miles, when we

found the body of the Indian shot through the breast and
scalped, lying about twenty steps from the road. The sun had
just set. The Indians gathered around the dead man, and each
looked at him, but no one spoke a word. There was a brother
and a cousin of the murdered man in the party. They wrapped
him in a blanket, and carried him to a small ravine hard by and
covered him with boughs-the others stood by their horses but
said nothing. When the two came back, they gathered around
me and I spoke to them. While they were disposing of the body,
I was reflecting on what it was my duty to do, and had deter-
mined to follow those mail robbers and murderers as long as

possible, and if I overtook them, to arrest or put them to death.
I did not tell this to the Indians, but that I wanted to follow the

men and get the papers and the horses. We were detained about

a quarter of an hour with the corpse, and then pushed on. It was

thirteen miles farther to the town, and I expected to find the
party there, perhaps drinking and merry making over their
'victory'.

After riding about eight miles, I came to a house in the
timber, and got quite near it before I saw it. I scattered the
Indians to surround it, and advanced by a rail fence, enclosing

a small yard, and the moon gave light enough to see very well

beyond the shade of the trees. Just as I rode up to the fence, the

lights in the house were put out, and a man called out, "who's
there?" I replied "Come and see." ie answered "No, you
don't." "Very well," said I, "I'll come to you," and dismounted
and got over the fence, followed by the Doctor and the two
soldiers. As I came up, I saw 3 men standing on the porch with

guns. The man who had spoken, asked who I was and what I
wanted. I said I was an officer looking for a party of men called

88 S. A. Blain.
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the Jacksborough Rangers. The men then put aside their guns,
and the spokesman told me to come in and he would tell me
what he knew about them. Hle said they had passed just after
sundown-that one of them had a scalp tied to his saddle and

said they had had a fight, killed an Indian and taken 6 horses.
Hte said they had the saddle bags but did not tell who the Indian
was nor where the fight took place. They stopped but a few
minutes and went on towards town. He told me I had better not
follow them-that we were not strong enough-that they were
desperate men and would hurt us. I told him I thought he was
mistaken, and gave the signal for the Indians to advance peace-
ably. Silently and as spectres, they came from behind eveoy
tree and brush, and great was the man's astonishment, to find
his yard filled in less than a minute, with well armed Indians.
They all carried rifles and bows and some had Colt's six-shooters.
Our host said he had a son-in-law in the town who had been
opposed to all the proceedings against the Reserve Indians; and
he hoped, if there was a fight, I would not hurt him or his
family. I told him I could make no promise, but if he would
go with me or send someone to let tme know his son and where
he lived, I would try to keep him out of danger. One of the men
with him, volunteered to go and in a few minutes had a horse
ready. Just as I was starting, two men rode p. I asked them
if they had seen a party on the road. They said no; no one. It
was five miles to the town and when I got to it, I was surprised
to find it quiet. I stopped within about one hundred yards of
the first house. There are about twenty-five houses in the place
--there may be thirty.

I left the Indians there, telling them I was going to look for
the men, and if they heard a shot fired, to give die war whoop

and charge to where they heard the firing. The man who joined
me at the house we had passed, said if I would go with him to
the house of his friend, he would tell me where the men were,
if they had been in town. So I went with him, and as his friend

lived nearly at the opposite end of the town, we went around,
not to give any alarm. When we reached the house, I told the

man to go in and bring his friend out quietly. He did so, and
I inquired if any party of men had been in town that evening
from an Indian fight. le said there had been none that he
knew of, and he thought he should have known it if any had
come in. Just then I heard a shot fired in the town-for an
instant I listened, expecting to hear the wild yells of the Indians,
and to see the quiet town a seene of confusion; but all was quiet.
I sent the Doctor to the Indians to keep them back until I should
sound the whoop myself.

I then went in the direction of the shot, but seeing a light
and hearing voices, I turned off to them, and found three men,
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one of them just coming out of his house in his drawers, and the

other two appeared to have just arrived on horseback. I asked

them if any party had come to town that evening. The man i
his drawers said none had been in. I asked if he was certain. He
said he was--that he kept a public house, and if any party had
come in, some of them would have been with him. The others I
recognized as the two men I had seen at the house on the road,
the two who had come in just as we were starting from the house
on the road. I asked them why they had comc back so soon.
(they had said at the house they had eome out to fish,) and they
replied, the creek was too high for fishing--but I epect they
had come in to give the alarm. I then asked if lhey knew who
fired the shot just before. They said they did not: but they lied.

as I afterwards learned. I went all over the town and satisfied
myself the party was not there and then returned to the In-
dians. The Doctor had moved them up nearer the town, and
they were all ready to charge. The Chief told me that two men
had passed them and one of the men fired his pistol up in the
air just after they passed---that he saw him fire and therefore
knew it was not me, and therefore they did not advance. I told
the Indians I had been all over the town-that the men we were
seeking were not there, and I wanted them to go back to a creek
about four miles, and camp and rest their horses, and in the
morning we would find the trail and go on after them. I had
some fear they would not want to leave the town in peace, but
they marched off as quietly as disciplined veterans could have
done. I learned afterwards that many of the young men were
for taking the town anyhow, and having revenge; but the Chief
and the older men had restrained them, telling them they had all
promised to obey me, and that they must do so and they did in
everything.

We went to the creek and camped. It had been clouding up
for some time and soon after we laid down, it began to rain very
hard. In the morning I found the trail was entirely washed out,
and after looking in vain for a while for some trace of the
Rangers, I concluded to abandon the chase as our horses were
badly worn down, and ourselves in a poor condition. I had eaten
nothing since breakfast the day before and had ridden at least
fifty miles since half-past 3 o'clock A.PlM. the previous day.
We got back to the Agency without any further occurrence of
interest. The Indians are very much exasperated and will have
revenge for these things some time or other. The people of this
frontier have done nothing but abuse the army, and now say they
will scalp us; they are murdering women in their beds, and
violating every law of God and man.--eualling the atrocities
of the Comanhes of the Plains, and still cry for sympathy
and help.
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Camp at the

Brazos 
Ageney,sr 

May 23rd 1859

My dear Father

I was not able to write by the last mail as we were very

busy getting ready to receive the visit of our friends from below
who have made very unkind promises in regard to our future
condition; viz-that they will hang us all.

I wrote near two weeks ago giving you a detailed account of
my movements since the date of the previous letter and also of
the outrages enacted by the people of the adjoining Counties.
Soon after the date of my last letter we heard that quite a force
was collecting at Jacksborough for the purpose of attacking this
place and a few days after we learned that they had moved up
within eight miles of here and the same day we got that news
a man came in and told us they were within half a mile, five
hundred of them. There was a great deal of confusion among
the women and children at this news, more running and seream-
ing than I had ever saw before. It proved to be a false alarm,
but one woman has died from the effects of the fright. We
learned that there were about five hundred men camped about
eight miles below us and they said that they were going to at-
tack us. As we did not have force enough to protect so many
women and children against so many we went to work making
some works of defence; and, by working hard two days and one
night, we put up a picket work, large enough to hold all hands,
arranged with flanking bastions & traverses: and strong enough
for our force to hold against 800 to 1000 men w[h]o have no
Artillery; we got one six pds gun from Camp Cooper with
seirapnal [sicl shells and cannister shot. If nothing but a fight
will do those fools we can give them such a one as they will not
soon forget. They are still camped at the same place stealing
cattle from the Indians and such of the people around as are not
with them in their mad adventure. They have stopped a train of
Wagons loaded with flour for this place and they say that
they will starve us out, but when they get us reduced to short
rations we will go to their Camp and whip them but they cannot
reduce us for our supplies come from Cooper and below and from

Belknap and they have not force enough to invest the place.
I have never heard of such outrageous doings. They are led by
a man named Baylor8s who was onee local agent for the Co-

s- Headquarters for the Brazes Indian Reservation. It was located a few
miles southeast of Fort Belknap, and about 3 miles east of present Graham,
Texas. Handbook of Texas, Vol. I, p. 210.

88 John Robert Baylor, agent to the Penateka Comanches on their resr-
vation near Camp Cooper until dismissed following 

a 
disagreement with In.

dian Superintendent for Texas, Robert S. Neighbors.-Handbook of Tesas,
Vol. I, p. 124.
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manche reserve and was discharged for stealing public money;
that is the cause of his hostility. I hope they will come here-
They have deserved hanging for the outrages they have already
done and the law will never reach them; but if they come here
a good many of them [will] find their reward in swift destrue-
tion. The poor fools don't know much about war or they would
not have made some of the moves they have or some of the idle
boasts.

It is a disgrace to the state that such things are permitted,
if the 

GovernoOr  
was worth the powder that would kill him he

would do something to stop such proceedings. You need not be
anxious on my account. I have not the most distant idea that
they will come here or they would have done so before this and
if they do come they can't hurt us. I will write as often as 1
ean but, as they beset the road, my letters may not reach you.
They would as soon rob the mail as any thing else. I have not
had any letters since I wrote to you and do not know any news
except what I have given. Write often and give all the local
news: The news papers come very regular and are very welcome
-The War in Europe seems to be almost certain. I got the
Texas Almanae

0 
with the map: The map of the upper portion

of the country is not very correct but will do very well. Write
soon. I hope you are quite well. My health is good- Some of
your letters must be lost, I think. your affectionate son

W. E. B.

Camp at the Brazos Ageney"
May 26, 1859

[My dear Father]
The war has opened now in good earnest. On the morning

of the 24th [23rd] we had another stampede of all the women &
children. It was the third one & they had got a little accustomed
to it-they all went in to the picket work in pretty good order.
In ten minutes after the report, which caused the stampede,

came in, we were ready for Mr. Baylor: the women & children
under care; the works manned & skirmishers thrown well for-
ward to hold the outhouses & all available points & combustibles
ready to fire the houses as they were abandoned. All was fixed
"secundum artem", besides a reserve of mounted Indians under
cover in ease Baylor was obliged to retire, to show him the pleas

89 H. R. Runnels.
so An annual publication, first issued by the Galvesron News in Jan. 1857,

for the purpose of serving as a "compendium and report on Texas."-Stuart
McGregor, "The Texas Almanac, 1857.1873," Southwestern Hisrorical Quarter.
Iy, Vol. L (April 1947), pp. 419430.

1 This leter appeared in the Galveston Weekly News, June 21, 1859 p. 3,
col 3, under the heading: "Extracts of a Letter from Lieut. W. E. Burnet
to his Father". It was located and copied by J. D. Matlock Austin, Texas,
from the Univ. of Texas Library collections.
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ures of a light cavalry pursuit. No troops make better "has-
scurs" or would annoy a retreating enemy more than these
Indians.

Another company of the First Infantry had arrived under
Capt. Gilbert

30 
& Lt. 

Farran[d].'9 
Less than a thousand men

without artillery could not have forced our position, if all our
own had done their duty; & I expect they would, as it was to be
a "combat a mort;" for Mr. Baylor had said he would take no
prisoners. Baylor had been camped some 8 miles south of us.
The ;pies reported he was approaching in that direction & was
within a mile & a half. Just as we finished our preparation more
of our spies came in & said Baylor had turned off to the left-
others soon came in, saying he had halted & drawn up his men
in about half a mile of us, but out of sight, a high rocky ridge
covered with scrub postoaks, running between us & the plain
he occupied. We waited some time for him to make a demon-
stration, & the soldiers concluded, as it was very warm & had
rained hard the night before, Baylor had drawn up his men in
the sun to let them dry. Capt. Plummer got tired of waiting &
sent Capt. Gilbert with 50 men to ask him what he wanted. I
went along to get a look at them. We found as the Indians had
reported that they were drawn up just beyond the ridge. If he
had tried, ir. Baylor could hardly have taken a worse position
for a fight. His men were all mounted & in single rank. He had
five companies, averaging I think, 57 men each. He evidently
knew nothing of the range of the Minnie rifle. for his line was
within 200 yards of the foot of the ridge where the rocks &
trees gave perfect cover, & the plain in which he stood, was not
more than half a mile wide & three quarters long, & bounded
one one side by a deep creek with timbered banks, on the other
Side was the ridge which ran down to the creek, & the other oide
was narrow & rauch obstruted by timber, thuns making three
Sides difficult to pass. We posted our men in cover & I took
command, while Capt. Gilbert t to see Baylor. I did not
know what he might do to Capt. Gilbert when he had him alone
but I knew we could empty about 30 of his saddles the first
fire, & as many more before he could get out of the sack he
had run into. Capt. Gilbert went out on foot & as he came up
to the line a man rode out to meet him & they talked for some
time, when the Captain came back.

09Charles C. Gilbert. USMIA 106. participated in the 03e0icar. War,served on the f-iulty at U;SN3A,185055 . promoted captain. 1st I1n1i3, Dec.
8. 1855. Paw serce on the Texas frontier, 185559, stationed at Fort Cobb,
1859.61, and participated in the march of loyal units from Fort Cobb to Fort
t.eavenworth in tPAt. Ite roe to brigadier general in the Union Atmy.
-Cullum,o. o.cit., Vol. I. pp. 272-273.

032nd Lt. Charles E. Farrand. USMA 1857, assigned 7th Infantry, Jan. 2,
1858, transferred to 1st Infantry, June 24. 185, stationed at Fort Cobb, 1859-
61.-Cullum, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 698.
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Capt. Plummer had sent to demand why Mr. Baylor was in

the Government Reserve with an armed foree? Baylor replied
that he was there for the purpose of attackig & destroyig cer-
tain bands of Indians, but that he did not wish to come in colli-
sion with the United States troops-& that if Capt. Plummer
would draw off his men, none of them should be hurt I When this
message was delivered to Capt. Plummer, he sent back to tell Mr.
Baylor that he (Capt. Plummer) had been sent there with the
troops under his command to protect the Indians on the Re-

serve against the attacks of armed bands of citizens & that he
would do so to the best of his ability & with the arms in his pos-

session. Baylor replied that this message did not alter his deter-
mination to attack the Reserve & that he would destroy the
Indians if it cost him the life of every man in bhi command.
One of his men then spoke up, saying: "Yes, we will all die but
what we wipe them out."

Baylor asked me if we knew the eivil authority was far
beyond the military & that we were all liable to be tried &
hanged if a0 citizen was killed by a soldier. I told him I did not
pretend to know much about the civil law, & could not say how
much Capt. Plummer knew, but I would take the risk of being
hanged. He went on to talk about the law but I cut him off by
telling him I had said all I came to say & got his answer & would
return. I left him & his men in the place where I found them.
I reported his answer to Capt. Plummer who said it was about
what he expected.

We waited some time expecting him to make his attack but
he did not come. We had Indians watching his movements &
some of them came in & said Baylor had taken an old Indian
& was moving off. At this all the Indians who were mounted,
started after him & the others began to get their horses. In a.
short time another came in & reported that Baylor had killed the
Indian & scalped him & that a woman was found killed & salped.
This made the Indians furious & away they went. The Indians
who were watching Baylor & saw them kill the old man, began
the attack by firing on them from every available point, & as

others joined, they continued the attack with more effect. Baylor
retreated for 6 or 7 miles keeping up a running fight until he
came to the place of ir. Wm. Marlin, a very worthy man, whom
Baylor had threatened to hang some time ago. When Marlin
saw Baylor's party coming, he mounted his horse & took to
flight leaving the family to take care of the house. Baylor took
possession of the house, out-houses & pens & a deep ravine near
by & there made a stand. He had near 300 men, & I don't think
more than 60 or 70 Indians went out from here. Capt. Ross kept
all back he could to.gnard the women & children; thinking that
Baylor's move was a feint to draw the Indians off. The Indians
annoyed Baylor until night & then returned to this place. They
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reported that they had killed 5 or 6 of the party; & they lost one
man killed & 5 wounded, one very badly. We have since heard
that only two of Baylor's men were killed & six wounded. Eight
or ten of his horses were killed or lost.

Mr. Baylor reports that he was fired on by the troops.
This is false. The troops had nothing to do with the affair & if
he had not killed the old man & the woman, he would not have
been .olested by any one. The old Indian whom they took &
murdered on the Reserve was about 90 years of age. Old Placido
(this Placido is a Tonkawa Chief who fought bravely with is in
the Cherokee campaign of 1839.) D.[avid] G. B.[urnet saya
it is the first time he ever fought against the white people, but
he has often fought with them against the wild Indians.

We learned that Major Van Dorn has had another fight
with the Comanches & killed 50 of them & taken 30 odd
prisoners."

He had two men killed & several wounded. Capt. Smith's was
wounded, & Lieut. Lee" reported mortally. I hope not-he was
a very good young officer & a pleasant companion. Major Van
Dorn had fifty of the best warriors from this Reserve with him,
& says he is indebted to them for his fight with the Comanches.
It is the last service of the kind they will render the people of
this frontier, who repay them by trying to murder their women
& children. We have sent runners to them & they will be here in
a few days. The fools in this country have opened a sore that
will bleed for years. Operations against the Comanches cannot
be carried on with any effect, without the help of the friendly
Indians as guides & spies. It is their own work & they can blame
no one justly but themselves. We don't know what Mr. Baylor's
next move will be; but I think he has seen enough.

w References to sources of information on this engagement are given in
note 73 above.

*5Capt. Edmund Kirby Smith, USMA 1845, served in the Mexican War.
Promoted capt., 2nd Cavalry, March 3, 1855. he served on the Texas frontier,

1856-61. He resigned his commission on March 3, 1861, was commissioned
colonel, C. S. A. and rose to full general. -Dictionary of American Bio-
graphy, Vol. X, pp. 424-426; Handbook of Texas, It, 622; Cullum, op. cis., pp.
229-230.962nd Lt. Fltzhugh Lee, nephew of Gen. Robert E. Le, USMA 1856, as-signed to 2nd Cavalry, Jan. 1, 1858, served In Texas frontier posts, 1858-60.
Recovering from wounds suffered at Nescutunga, Lt. Lee continued to serve
on the Texas frontier until he resigned his commission, May 3, 1861. Joining
the C. S. A., he rose to major general. From 1886 through 1889 he was gov-ernor of Virg. Named U. S. Consul General in Havana in 18%, he wascommission major general of U. S. Volunteers in 1898, and retired as a
brigadier general in 1901.-Dicrionary of American Biography, Vol. XI, pp.
103-105; Handbook of Texas, Vol. I, p. 43; Cullum, op. cit., Vol. 11, pp. 671.72.
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Camp at the Brazos Reserve
June 12th 1859

My dear Father

I received your letter, dated May 20th, but our last mail:
and it gave me much pleasure to hear that you were in good
health. I see you have not got my letters dated from this place;
I hope you will get them, as they give some account of the af-
fairs of this upper Country; which have been the cause of much
excitement on the frontier; and it may have extended to the
lower Country. When my last was written, I could not exactly
tell what was the state of affairs, and did not say much about
it: But now, I think, I may safely say, that the war is over; Ot
some time, at any rate.

After the little brush on the 23d of May, Bayloscattered
his men, holding them under a pledge to return in six days with
all the recruits they could muster. Many of them returned and
their force amounted to between six and seven hundred men;
they report 860. They were camped about eight miles from us
and had their parties scouting in every direction, so that it was
not safe for the Indians to go out of sight of our camp, except
at night. We were obliged to keep the Indians camped very close
around the stockade, as we expected a night attack. Having so
many camped in so small a space and the Indian camp not being
very clean, caused a great deal of sickness: a disease, something
like the Cholera, broke out among the Indians first and then
among the soldiers. The Indians died very fast. The disease
appeared very suddenly and in five or six days about forty
Indians had died but many of them were very sick and the list
was increasing very rapidly. It was evident this could not last
much longer; four or five more days, of such Confinement, would
get us all down ; and Baylor & his party could have an easy time
with us. We all talked the matter over and, though nothing
definite was said, it was generally understood that, unless some
move was made the next day, we would rouse their Camp the
next yight in a way which would be more interesting than pleas-
ant. This conclusion was reached in the after-noon: and that
night I took two Indians and Capt Ross' son and went to their
Camp to reconnoitre. We went pretty near and waited until
just before day light, when we went to the top of a high androcky hill, which overlooked their Camp: from this hill, when it
became day, we could see every thing; and I went to work to
make a Topographical sketch of the Camp, and the ways of
approach, &o, to serve as a guide. The top of the hill was not
more than three hundred yards from the Camp of their main
guard and their Picket Guard was out side of us, but the hill
was very rough & covered with bushes, so that it made very good
cover and there was not much danger of their seeing us. I ud
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a very fine Opera Glass, belonging to Capt Gilbert, to make my
observations. We staid there nearly an hour after sunrise and
then left: having got all the information we wished. We found
our horses safe, where we had left them (in a deep ravine) the
night before, and returned to the Agency without being molested.
At one time I thought we would have the Camp at our heels,
one of their Videttes came so near that I thought he would see
us: but he passed on, fortunately for uts, and certainly no for

him. I had written to Major Van Dorn, at the request of Capt
Ross, (the Agent), to send down all the Indians (about 60)
belonging to this reserve and asking him to give them such
assistance as he could: for we heard that Baylor expected to
cut them off. As soon as Major Van Dorn got the letter he
started the Indians and five companies of his Command to our
assistance: Three of the Companies came here and two went to

the upper Reserve. The report go out in Baylors Camp that
Van Dord was coming with all his forces and the he would
attack them wherever he found them. This was more than they
could stand and they scattered: On the same morning I was at
their Camp they broke uip and the Indians we had watching
their Camp, came in and reported that they were all gone: and
the next day we learned that they had all left. I don't know
where they have gone, but they are not near enough to give us
any trouble. We have scattered the Indians along the Creek
and the progress of the disease has been stopped among them and
the Soldiers; none of the latter have died and the sick are
getting well and the Camp will soon be healthy again, I think.
My health has been good, all the time: The weather has been
very bot, the Thermometer standing at 95° & 100° in the shade;
this, and the elose camp and diet of so much fresh beef, as we
were obliged to have, was enough to kill any one. Baylor left
in time to save the lives of a good many men-if we had at-
tatked his Camp about an hour before day light, with the men
we had (about 300) his 700 would have had as much as the[y]
wished to attend to; fortunately the issue was not made. I hope
they will stay away, as a civil war is not pleasant. The war in
Europe has begun and bids fair to be a severe one: it will
involve all Europe and perhaps the United States before it
ends. Our Government should make some preparations to meet
it. I am under orders to go to Fort Smith Arkansas, but the
orders have been suspended on account of the troubles here:
and now I do [not] much epect to go, but cannot tell yet.
Write often and give me all the news about town. I hope you
will find it agreeable to visit Mr. Hughes' occasionaly, remem-ber me to them when you do. I hope you are quite well. Your
letter saying that you had been siek did not reach me. your af.
fectionate son

Wm. E B-
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Camp at Brazos Agency
June 19th 1859

My Dpar Father

A few days ago I wrote to you; explaining what I wished

done in relation to my letter giving an account of the killing of

that Indian, and my pursuit. I wished you to make a statement
of the facts relating to the killing of the Indian; but had no

idea, that you would understand me as wishing to have my

letter published. The details of such matters had better be left
out; and besides, I do not wish my private letters put in the

papers-my .letters to you, eventhouh t they may treat on gen-
eral subjects, I wish to be considered as private in each and

every case. I write them for your information but not for pub-

lication: it is strictly prohibited for an officer to publish the

operations of forces in war, except officially.

I hope, my dear Father, -you have not put any more of my
letters in print: The results may be disasterous to me and to

others concerned in this unfortunate affair. I do not remember
exactly what I have written; but, I know much has been written
which I would very much dislike to see in print. In such
affairs, as we have had here, no Officer can gain credit: and
any one is unfortunate who becomes, in any way, identified

with such doings. I hope you will consider the details of my

letters as strictly private or at any rate never put any of my

writing in print.

We have been quiet here for some time and, I think, will

remain so. The Gentleman sent out by the Governor left satis-

fied, I believe, that things were conducted properly here and

had been so. But it is hard to tell what sort of a report they

willimake, as they are all Politicians and the movements against

us are very popular through the upper part of the state. I don't

know how far it extends: not very far, I hope, for the credit of

the Country.

The mail will be here soon from Belknap and I want to get

this off. I am uneasy about the publication of those letters.

Please send me a copy of all that you have published : so that I

may know what I have to meet, in case any issue is made in the

matter. I hope you are quite well-my health is good. If any

nvore of those letters are published--why "it's no use to cry over
spilt milk "-what's done is past and can't be mended They may

do no harm; but I had much rather not trust them. Write as

soon as you get this and send me all that has been published.

Your affectionate son

W in E. Burnet

(Continued in Part II)


