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OKLAEOMA'S MISSING LINK
By Reobort B. Craninghan®

Oklehoma bad the uslque distinetion of being bora a3 the
camern watelied. When the First Icgul setilers arrived in 1889
several photographers weee prosent to rosrd the eveit, B
illegal setclets, who Lried to ger in before the opening, still live
in pictures.

This settlement. waz unnsuul enonght (0 cause ylotographers
o niake recards of the struggling Lowns, the courugeons lomo-
sicadcrs, and the cfforts ot self goverament that are invalushla
for histerians whe sift the past. Vietres alwaya
Lelp to inferpret events with clurity and uceuraey {hat words,
vén paiutings, earmot guite o,

Beveral thonsand superh plutures esist that el i stary of

onia's Mt years, but one is mising, 10 heeomes more
cauusly sbeeal ue the yoars pass, il cflorte o i his
ralsing link become like (he exuiting warch for troasure,
And like moat treasure lumts, the scareh has Jittle ehanee of
oo,

Tihis mising treasure % an action photograph of the jomp
of[ from the line on Apeil 22, 1989, when the central portion of
st om 5= EcTaborma v oboned o setlleiaout. For yeurs the
pech pieture opening of Outlet, Septanber 16,
o wied indinerimimately | rate all the five speings

oy

8, Jusitra
made by i, bt in reaent. vears the demand for more acen
tare reporting has berome gpparent. Readers now are un-
willing 12 be misled by the wreng pietore,

To expluin (hin mising Yok nesds an examination of the
evenls that preceided the neinal opening,

Fhologrephy made 8 madest, nppearunce in 1839, exactly
filty years tefore trklaboma was oponed, Encliest eifort of the
pictare mikers wis limif ol to censonable Jikenesies on metal and
litss that had such names az ambroty pos, lerrotypes or tintypes,
Only ane such pring was possible froin each exposure.

At midcentnry, a proeuﬁ was porfected that allowed o
photographer to make a ez from which any nam-
Ter of puints could bo made, These ogatives had o be prednosd

., expesed und devedoped befare they were dry. The
wlass snpport was eokted and pmmly dried T dackness, trus-
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ported to e camera. in a light-tight holder, and exposed for &
fraction of a minuote.

Development 1Ak to follew the exposire at onee, which gl
was douein o dark room. A rule of the Lhumb was that 1ot more
thath ten minuLes sonld clapse betweon the time the plate was
conied awd developraent completed, If the nlate dried completely
Defore expusure it Jost. its seusitivity. IF it dried completely after
gepanure the developer chemivals would not peneizate the ool

isn.

Thousandy of superb exnmplos of wet plate work axist. Such
men a3 Matibew Brady, Stanley 1, Morrow, Alexander Oerdner,
Williow 1L Jackson, L. A, Huffman snd Tinm O'Swflivan, 10
mention just & few of (ha Latler kuown photographers, produeed
pictures by this enmbersome process (hat are unsurpussed todny.

In heTate 1870's, 4 new innovation wan introduccd that was
o revolutionize photography. A dry plate was put an Uke market
that permitted inslantancons exposurcs, had & long shelf Jife,
and did not requira mmediate developmont. Thia eliminated
licld conting and develoning, which increazed the srope of pho-
tography.

When the first optaing took place in 1989, photographera
were hm with the gottloers, And hronght along the Jatest in
egmerns & . They had dry plates, and eameres with shut-
1413 that wonld perrmL exposlires as (el a5 one twenty fifth of

second,

AN were men of experience, thore wore few amateurs thea,
who hed ebandaned wel plafe for the more conveniont and de-
peadable Ary emulsion, Although they did not have access 1o
photographic magazines, such o4 cxist todzy, to help them keep
abreast of the latest in the nrofession, they eonld not )Ig]p bu;
e owrare of the po of action. photograghy.
pliers ineluded an aetion piciute in every box of mmnnnmu.
Hlm ¢hey rold 10 customers, to enconrage them to experiment
with freezing oetion.

Photographic equipment underwent Tittle change in ﬂm
sucseeding deende, during which time some of tha autstam
‘Pictures in history wero miade, Sill reguried by all gntho ei
=3 the best carly astoriea] photograph in existonee i the pie-
ture of the Raw of 1393, when the Cheroker Qutlet was opened
four years afiar the first run into the Tndimn Territory.

“Fliix poses the question: Why were there ne nelfon pirtores
tatde of the First rum, and if such o pieture were mude, whera
init!
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Although (he equipment available was adequate to melke
such & picture, and the photegraphors prageat wors copable, it
ia unlikely that such a picture wag made. T2 guch & picturs wara
made, prints Irona it never were eireulated, und none exists to-
dey. Thio conchuion s a restlt of & seareh that has spamned
\rny yesss.

Photorraphera of that doy hed only ene practical market for
(heir product, They had ko sell “‘views' 1o people along the
waiting line, and these views s0ld better 3L the people could zecog-
nize themselves in the pietures. They would pay & quavter for
# pieture that showed the family in & wagen, or the head of the
houstliold mownted on o horse, ready to make the rmes for &
chin. A pracieal potogaphs ried 1o gt encugh people
& picture who ronl coguized in order to muke soveral sales
[ram cne negative.

A fore might buy gencral views, but quarters were savce in
the pockets of the Iand seckers, end few photographers wern
willing to teke long ebances on csposures that might aet well.
HMay of them o some grent. Siatauees 10 ik iz i, and
expected ta show & profit €ram their wnierpr
weatod A Freat pUTHing hause singe pUMARInG ghedini
net uso photographers &t the titie.

Uluslrated periodicals of the day did affer w Jimited
morket (o photegrephers but the pictures hed Lo pass through the
bands of an artist before they appeieed in prist. Only & few
would be wsed.

The previovs year, in 1888, Levy brothers, of Philadelphia,
had developed mumd af gorcerring photographs for repro,
dnstion by p sesses, bt the (rade was skeprical and
the use limited. Il atill was nowessary Jor an oriist (o ereste an
illustration, whish was photographed cn wet plate, printed oa
metal und etched in geld. Some superb illnstrations apprared io
#ueh magarines an Leslig's, Horper’s, Contury, and others, but
they werenot direst reproductions of Photographs,

During the W ists, watched raging baules, and
made on the spot sketches, which Jater wete refined and Tepro-
dnced in periodicals of the time, When it was not possible for
an atlist to be presrat, e sketehed from & photograph, if one
were available, but a eredit line, *'from g photograph,” always
appeared bemench the illastration. Artists preferced to work from
life, but sinec this was not always possible, they grudgingly
relied on photagraphs, but wade cortain in the credit live their
#florts were limited by the lifolessnoss of the pictare wed.

Meguzines that appeared hefore the Run of 1389 included
tritians of the preliminary action, some sketehy, some well
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done, Bany of them ysed
the oecnpation of the laud,
isolated homestend.

Leations of the Run itself, and of
cluded views of new towns and the

An exnmination of these publishedl illustrations of the fimt
run ghows o two are alike, and menc cotries the cusomars
1 photograph had
been available 2t 10ast. one of the prblieations weuld lave o
tained o weps, aud reprodneed, it with eredit Fue. 1£, by chance,
Chey woirked from, phiotographs 10 ereate. their illusroations of the
R 1 d all weglocted to use (he credit fine, which is

ek 1t least o of e W ratiows ok have beon Jden.

ot Sach is mo the ase.
Marion Twille Roek, who prodneed e Fiest histors
itory in 1800, iustrated Mistory of Oklahom
e el npenisye events s sagone che who pinticipaged.
1£ there were pietures of the nelual rut, she Would have known it,
o wou enterprising enough to Iiwve inchudod one in her exech
lent, ook, Xo areh reprodnetion gpnears.

Othet wiitets wha expericnecd the opening, sugh a8 Frod
Wenner, of Guiliie, whe reporiod every opening for ehstern
newspapers, and who pablished an ilnstrated booklet fifly years
Inter, nover used sach 4 pleare, He 1okl the anthor he was
ve 1t ne sueh picture existed, and he was guilly of wsing
& pietiire of the Run of 1803 to Dlnstrate his exeellent bookler
ubont the first opening.

Trery other book, miagazine or periodical coutcmparary to
the opening slionws the satue omision. Darticular effort has heen
mdle to find Le repradnctions in the known publieations
of the lime, nad all have been unsnecess{nl. 14 Iies been ¢he privi-
loge af this writor (0 intorvi(-w photographers present. on. open-
ing day, aud Lo dulk with muny men uad wonien who aaw the
Vet Thonsnnds al various phers. Sane roswemherorl ever agt:
g sneh a pioture, and no photographer kiew of one being
wadle, or even allempl

[ —— glnss plates in many
neovor sueh & Tong-sought action piemre.
Thonsands of prints Trom old plutcs no loagor in exitence fur-
tier underseored this nilmppy omissio.

W the dnat sectled aftor the [tun in 1689, siztoun photog.
ruphers wl c('l the Enes on opening day temained in the
ailroad town had At Jost ene photog
rnplwr Guu.m had six, Oklafion City three, and other princi-
PAL towcts e cnch. There: wore othery proscut who were bere
Just for the show, then went back 1o their permunent locations in
nenrlry slates. Two of these retarned later to make oglafm
eontributiciis to the sme's bistory,
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Alwer 4 susceasful curcer s e, he e i Ohishoma from

Kamsas, Ouly o tew nf bls exa I existone.
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One of these was William &. Prettymun, n photographer jn
Ackunsas Gity, Kavsas, who not only had a front seat at the
drema bu whe hiud phologzaphed every “boomer’” leader, every
Jtominent soldicr and missionary, over. es well
a5 the priuripel chiets and loaders of every Indian frihe wi

tlie Terribry's borders,

=3

Prewtyman worked the north line, nea kis home base, then
followed the erowd peross the Cherokeg Chulet when preminsion
witk given far prospeciive sotulers 1 miove down 1o the border
of the nmssigned Land (or ''O1d Oklahoma''), ¢ they
would have opportuniGes eyusl to those woiting on the other

rec kides.

He made the run into Gutric, and reny
geverat dags, pigturing the bith putus of o
d uther hopeful to

4] wlth fricnds

critory, Fo vi
ch as Okiahoin "-lnhon (uow Okll—
1 Eequently by train |o camplote £
+ nosont of the new Tand, which fits weatly
inta his pictere story already mude of the vanches and first
inhabitaats.

Pretryman made |wn ather Trns \\Illl Nis earmcra, thon when
the Clierelee Onblet w e sobllanent in 1893,
he deeided w be a pmumpnm.. Howmmr, he set the stoge
For the grest run pieiures we now Lreasice before he ruced for
u choice claim. 13e drew on his past experiences, and hiy inger
nuity, when I built 8 plllLIﬂtm o Chilocen Indian land, near
ihe slarting line, the moruiug befors ilie race,

The platform atiracted enrious comments from lund seckers,
bt its parpocs whs not guessed unt w minntes before tio
race bogan. Preliyman did net diseuss his plan with the three
young men wssocialed with him, und avoided the plutform him-
relf doring s mnmucun TWhen it wus too lute for compeli-
tive photographers to duplicate his effort, he told his thres
Atsocintes what he wanied done, They were Arthur and George
Cornish, brothers, end Frank Mitlet,

Precyman knew it wonld now be possible for one photog-
rapher 1o expose more then one plate aL the critical moment,
therefore he put three men and (hrec cametas on the platform,
Instricting ehem 1o shoot. a ditfarant tros, and or cach o iy
o cateh the peck of aclion. He went on the platform with them
and 100k & Fow pictures of Lhe waiting Yine hefore he Teft. for the
Tare.

“When the men and eameres on the platforin were seen by
Phiotozraphers, they came to the base of the platform snd pleaded
oz space on it Bills of lacge denomination were waved at
Pretlyrun, bot he refnsed all offors. Thia idea had not oerurred
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1o him it 1389, and since it cozwrred Lo no ona clse ¢ this Gme,
he falt Le owued an exelusive 7ight to it.
When the darting gun soudded, e raced seross the prairie
with soras sowhoy Zriends, aud stakel u sheim on & quarier g
tion, e had selecied ear] b photograpbers on the platform
inatle drapIRtie pietras, ona of which was considered oo blurred
by movement to be aceeplable ot that tirme, when only sharp
caposares Were i denikad, 18 was mot printed and circulsted,
but it embalnw dranmtic action that ean be appreciated today.
The other wan the well known view Ual fis boeih Teprodussd
countless millious o rimes.

A 4. Forbar wan another sscallent Kunsus photographer,

Imn m
rave bopam, Mis pietires are eseellent, hut do ol eateh the
exeitoment of frenrind movenent,

Forbes lud worksdl i Western Katsas befors 1889, and bad
wnade numerous trips into the Territory ufter the first opoing,
Qnly » fewr Forhes’ ive, and u resson may be fonnd
in & study of Preuymian's surviving negatives.

Preziyman had & feoling that what he phatographed would
be in demend for a long time. He mwde a contact prsitive from
eacs of lis best nogutives. Tis was done by printing the noga-
tive onto another unezposed namati ¢ same maancr 28 he
wonld make u paper print. From this posilive he then could
make other negaLives Ly Uie saie Travess, almost as gond as the
original. The first, or muster and the positive, went
iiito prefnatient storage, then if & negative were broken in usa
snotber conll be made in & mactor of minutes. Glass plates
were fragile, and this preeaution was important.

Later Prettyman showed enly a ceswal infercst in bis his-
torie prizes, and abkndencd them when e leit Olalioma in 1905,
George Cornish, who opeard u studio in Arkensas City, %
it operated ar long ns he lived, preserved the old plates Miller
also operated « studio in Arkansas City, and Arl‘lmr Cornish
joinod Enstman Kodak company us o firld tueh

The bulk of the Preliyman plates now
ham Coliextion, back in the Wnd of theie origin,

One final bit, of cvidenes (o suggest that no action pieture
was made of the first ran is found I'reuymn u mly umlug
He lists sevoral views I wade d the opening, ding
eme tilled ** Waiting at the Line for e o of Tag, ‘unt noze
of the sctuz} run. He did not meke such o pieture, ood it i
unlikely that & better plmmgnphor than Prettyman was pres-
ent on thet eventful

in !hw Cnoniog-




