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NRGOTTATIONS FOR TIIE REMOVAL OF THE CHOCTAW ;
US. POLICIES OF 1620 AND 1820
By Arthwr . DeRasisr, Jr.*

The Choctaw removal from Mistissippt exemplifies, per-
ke better than that of any othier tribe, the Awerican policy
vegarding the ejection of ull Tndian tribes From the eastern
Vuten io e sest of the Missisopt Rivor, Even though. the
hoctaw eepresent_ ome of the largest. Lrlllzu in the United
States, thoy have beew all but fovgoste) invory of
Tutbiun removal in favor of more ]nlllllm(ul and belligoront
tribes! In his study of the Choetaw, John R. Swanten pre-
sented & sunmary of their tribal eharaetoristics. He pointed
wul that they were farmers &nd uol warrior: “‘theit beliels
nnd gustoms were simple end they seldom left their country io
Tight. brut when atlacked defended themoelves with dquntless

In olher words, il
thy

military problema 1o the War Depattment? In times of crisis,
such a3 the War of 1812, the Choctaw allied themselven with
the Dnited States and Fought against the Cresk in Alebama and
the British in Pensacols uud New Orleans®  But their friend-
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ship with the United Stubs ond Lheiz ofTorts 10 el

of ouiorgeniey were tewarded in u peealine wanner:
they were heurtily thunked by (he government, ond then IJ--:‘
were moved weut of the Mississippi River.

The actugl removal was the rosutt oF o saparate treatio
oue in 1820 and the other in 1830, The former was U enlri
ation of 4 moderute Progun spo mu by Veesident Monroe's
Heeteinry of War, John C. Calhu

referzed to As the ** Father of tha \\'nr Departimen
e Gtle purtly breanse he direeted Anwrieun 1.
1le worked clasely with Theanus L, MeKennoy, e
ilent of rode, to insute thut the llldlll\ﬁ wete Fuirly
irealed hy white traders and merchants
abolished the Bucein of Indian Trade ia I

prompuly orgas Uie Bureny of Indiun Affuirs aud uppoiul-
ed MeKenney as its head which enablod him 1o utilize espert
ailviee in l]m Trandli Indinn problemsd e promoted
Wi Appointm est, hardworking mon as Indi nls
who eould b acerpled by ie Indiane us friends’  Above
ull, e woppod the simless, drifting, practicolly nen-reistent
Amezienn Indian policy, &nd edepted » del plan

“gined

The Calhonn formula was fuirly kimple. I]L‘ 'I.mlww(l
1hat iy 1818 the majority of Indiana were lowing Jike
e beciase of the growth aad advanee of the L‘mml ‘iulh-s
Their strangth hud been erushed, and us the frontier expunded
iy would become more and more dependent on the Federal

govermient, The Tndian s 10 longtr aa oljoct of teror,
he ressoncdd, and tha government sbonuld reengnize it fact
by ndopting a pobicy of *'lanmanitarinisim and fair dealing’®
1o repluce the outduted policy of retalintion

The Ffiral step in the mow plan wes (o eliminate {he
Tadizn policy of independent matious. The United States
shouldl pussess the sele determination of what waa mood or
bad for the Indians, “‘By a proper combination of farce and
persussion, of punishment sud rewards,” Callonn wrots, *they
ought to be hrought within the pales of law and eivillation. "
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Neawtiasions fur the Memocal of ihe Ehottams L

ve Indiau custome
zd to convince
clves to u definite

Onte American laws mpuwﬂ.ed 1l primi

e seeoud step could be i
Indisos lhut ey slumhl \.nnflm: h
sconeble’ aree of rerritor;

wlermaly
prowisa that no wore territory would be aequired from the
Lodinng 1

This io esstice was the Callioun program. He also be
lived tlut this program wust be carricd one step farther
through edueation, Llow eould le ingyre the contingance of
bia progeun after b left the War Dopariuentd The govern-
mient thraugh missionnry sucietios, aunuitics, und special funds
should instill Lndimn ehildren with such idens ws sanetity of
comtract, individual ownorship, obediesce towurd luw, and
other valuable tensts of 1 demotratic socicty. When they
reached aturity, they could begin to paTticipate in all of the
civil ned politiesl rights thal, the states might extend to then 12

In geneml the program was paternsl, moderate and
opti e und ugain Callioun emphusized that force
Srenle never be ol to implement his program, aad expressed
his pesaimism over the ultitate fata of ana i his
plan were not adupted. It i only by causing out o
Uheir iuterest to prevail,” be wrote, ““that they can be <ivilized
and saved from estinotion”™  There was no middle grooud:
Either adopt the program or tae Indian was deomed. His
propasals were almest completely ignored by the Comgress,
and it waz not until the late Nineteenth Century 1
ca8 wore revived and adopted as the basic Americen

ny
tribes, it was due mainly to the several missionary mocicties,

lan was formulated, the Sscretary of War
romoted its operation among toe of tho most: thoughtful
Gelfberative Indian tribal groups-tho Choctaw of Dlississippi,
carly as November, 1817, he wrate to LS. Agent John
McKee who wan a belicver in woderation expresdng President
Monroe's desire £or & eession of land in Mississippil® It was

6id. Thomas L. McKenney, Memalis, Gificict and_ Perconal; Wick
Shetches uf Traeis Among the Norihern ond Seuihern Indiscs: Embraciag
Fax Brcupuizn ard Descritiont of Seenca Atonk he Fesuern. order
Val. I (New York: 1844}, b,
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Wik, Suthern Gulaxy (Marchez), Macch. 11, 1830
15Jehp, ©, Calhoun to John Hickee, March 24, 1617, Mifitary Affaire
1001861, Laliers Seat, MMS., Netionsl Archives, Weshingion, D €.
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] The Chroaldles of Oilahama

not uutil Prosiden: Monroo presented iy first anngal mes-

snge ta Congress on Deeember 2, 1817, that Usthoun elabo-
med on the rewsons for b cosion by stating that “no
or people huve s right to withhold  [lend ] from the was
ol athers more thun i neceasary fur theiz ovwn support aud com-
Iort,"™® Here wes a sharp, new view for the Chootaw, a the
ownerzbip of their Jands, cxpressi ‘ally ‘bckiefthal
ihoy possessed entirely too much country for only lwanty-one
He held that (e Indians must confine

thousand Erihesin
themaeives 1o & limited urea, aud vede their surplus land
Lo the Unite? States.” To effcel sueh a cession, Agant MeHas
waw appointad bead of & Uireé jnan commission , 1814, to
negoliase with the Clootaw cliiefs for Uhe cowsivn of gu casl-
westL alrip of land in the southern part of the Chortaw Natjon 1®
MeKee's imstructions were importaut because for the Eirst
tioe the govarnmanc suggeated thet the Choctaw mave wesl
of the s River. Galhoun did not demand removal
wesl o5& 4 oo ou for negotittions yet hu hoped that llls
Choseane o nuu scaept lis adviee Bo tht the people of Mi
sippi would net hamper their cducalion.®

Througliout the negotiations both the Secretary and John
Melee cousidered the effort. prematire and dovined to failure
Their doubes were sonfivmed when the Choetaw et in cou
su Ovtobor, 1916, sud unenimously voted syminst 4 eession,
HeKee wrote Calhonn that the opposition **originated outiredy
with the hulf-breods and whitemen resicing in the country,”
§lo Further stated tiat aftor telking o sume of the influen-
tin] chielu it was the gpini the commisyion What the Indings.
wanld Ggree Lo 0 cession at a lator date. lle suggested that
the government postpone all removal efforts for 4t Jeast
one year®

Despite the fuilure of the fuitial sten in the romoval
program, the Wer Department continued Lo nrge its
' Lis second ounval message, President Monrop rsm(llezl
stiud 7 fhe abolition of fode 3 e
them, end even to prevos L seenis m be

their extineliol
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s

18, Liters Roceived
i gton.
et Tnctuding the

e Mok o 1ok 5. Catbou, Octokar 27 281
I W Ativmal




Negutiviitas for the Kemeca! of the hoctow w

that their i ities ghould
ast, and tlat catrol of ﬂm Ululed Sum over ten should
bt complete und wud alhoun’s progeam  wes
advouated Ly other u.u..m: ] pmmus G
Holmes of Missisuippi, for inytauce, wus u gouslant supporier,
siating il the Ulorlaw wust b moved ort 50 teat. b
Pearl Iiver could ba completely spensd for navigstion®
teneral Audrew Juckson also urged removal us & uegessity
for the growth of the Houthwest. 1le warned the Choclaw
that they must lewve won, pruplhesyiug that if they waited
150 long, 1e govermuent waull resers to & diLiereut program.™
Tk War Lepariment disapproved of Jeckson's (brests, but
1ha lruulizr gemeral disregarded .u orders ang w ud
e up tenms for Indiaw removal. He told Janwes
muh]ynn, o Uioctgns eniet wilh sonsiderable influenee, that
s people would Teceive syual hunds, vonpensntious for ieis
improvements in Jlississippi, wuus, blsukees, housshold eensils
snd government provisions unlil fley could barvest Lheir
first crop®  Jackson wrote Calhouwn peraonally o adopt a
coercive poliey I stated:

erm:r David

o slune: Jarodiwed the ewwaizy of coostlog with sur ewg

subjects (for euch 1 coosller the fudlaus) wid this yollcy wos cosrect
oVETUDELL Wun IIECkARIL Ty wFES I

the loglilutive regulutioos, but, U siceugth of anc swtlon L poe

it tu effect any ubleel, which W wisdom, bunenlty aud

Justioe, muy plewss bo ndapl, Witk feguid -ttt UBTOTLIGAEE paupls.

In Aogust, 1819, urged by Genermk Jackson and Agent
McKee, Calhoun decided to Atteipt anotler mm_y [or Feo
wioval, kaon bombarded hio with testimes m Jo-
dinns which stated that they were ready to rmow, "ud be
even scewred & promise Irom James Pitehlynn thai over three
hordred Choetaw fumilies were anxious to move west? Juck-
's stand spperently had wo basis in fact, for a8 aoon &3
the Chovtaw convened in genersl council, they mguin roted
overwhelmingly against removal, Speaking Zor his Mation,

< Richardson, Fopers uf ihe Presidenss, Vol I, g 614
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frem the First Seqyjan of 1he Fourteenth ua the Secand Sessios of he Nine:
ey’ Canareg tncioner Compencing Db 4. 1015, "ard callog
Merch & WE N1 CWaibineion: W),
5 hlren Isckous e O Gl Decorber 31, 1816, Leuita
Rewsyed b, Secreary ol War, M55,
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the great mmedal chief Poslonastnke wssweced the Calioun
propossl. *'This day we have piade up our winds deliborately
to answer enr great fatber's talk . . - . - T wm aorzy T cannat
camply with the vequest of my fatler We wish to
remain here, where we lave grown up us (he lerhs of the
wt_)ludx“ amd do not wish te be transplanted nto anuthor
agil,*

After two futile atanipts it would sppear that thore was
litlle ehanwe that the United Stutes could over secure a cession
withoul reserting (o foree, Il Galhpun refused to compel any
tzibe to e from ils leuds. Yot the goveriment's pwunm
was For from hopeless. In the first place, Pitehly nve
o small nueleas of Choetay whe were favorable to removal 3

On Jenukry 20, 1820, James Pitehlynn swrole President
Monroe that scveral of Lhe clliel captuitis of the Six Towss
“regnested ne Lo kead Uiz talk to you that we think it in-
Justics Uit o Dart of gur Nution should reside on the United

States landa . . it is the wish of this part of the Choctaw
Natlon (o eede their Jands 10 you for lands jraat of the
Missjssipni Again, the goverument's position was

strengthened elnmugn the pubhc opinion For remuv-l which
i ippi. The Wisnissingi Gazelte reported

gisluture, aud people of Mississippi were
with the Indian problem, snd suggested
hoctaw be removed [tom (ch lands ''which they
Gven Culhoun by

the

n:wslurmu' swhouls of Mississippi the Choctuw were beginping
to realize the value of moving west f3 aveid Fitnre eonfliets
with the white people.it

To sausly the rising public opinion end to wnify the

groun Tor remaval, President Monroe on May 23, 1820,
ed Thomas Hinds of Missi

mcs Thialymn o Toses Monroe, losuary 26, 1620, 1
3 The Missiceigpi Stale Gosette, Jomusry 8 181, oot Juarmel,
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Megotistions for ik Remeval of the Choctaw L

fighters, 43 commiss to treat with the Choctaw, In
w diis ..ppmnunmu. Jackson demanded complete free-
Aot 10 negot own muner®  Callioun balked al
i finally_allowed the Commdssion u free
wd cxeept in the detenination of the aren to be cxded.™
Calhoun also for the First time udopted o flexible abGinde on
il use of Forve. He wrote that Jackson must not intimidate
the (hoeluw in any way, but it is signifieant 10 note that he
did not thresten to roject any iremty that Juckson might
scoure by fraudulend means® This omission was g mere
wvormighi, nov was it 4 cowandly comipromise oi the pare of
e Seeretucy of War, but nll.u un effort o haodle J-ekwn
diptomatieally. A fiat ultimatum againat force followed
by ar threwt, woull Riee been in roality &i Aecusetion agaiuat
Jaeksan s henesty, and possibly ended in bad feclings betwe
the bre men und Jackson's refusal to head the Amec
Commission.

15

itiring the next four Wmontls, e Combissioners
parcid o oot e Choctaw i conneil at Doak'a and
he old Kutchen Trace. They carefully cireulated propagunda
ut the Nation and took special care to see thal
neceinents were offercd 1o key lesding, mised tlowd
Choctas, n wrote Callionn that “reservations will iave
iu b made to some of the half-breeds swho wish 1o rema bz
Tore their consent wun be obtined. '™ The connoissiter
becal tumls to porchase supplies for the ireaty
o used sone of the money for presanby
Luted smuns Ore Clutar chists ad ptas,
Iut it wak aemally the personality of Juckson that brought
abunt the Troaty of Donks Stand, No Americen was s
whly criemed amony the Uhoctaw Nation s was Jnckaon
or Ly had l'o it with ]nm Antl respected his Teadership.
ey had also suppression of thie Creeka.
Deteruiinud teat no such rm "would " befall thois tribe, the
selaw leaders decided to consier ¢he proposals for =
lL"rﬁIm\’T

pr.

The Treuty of 1820 at Doalcs Stand wan the sulmination of
Calbonw's nodsrate Inding poliey. No force was setually en-
ploved yet o lutge aron od to

¥ Louwrie und Fronklin, meviean Steie Papers, Vol, ¥, 3. 231
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] The Cheomicles of Oktatorun

the Led States in dxeilange [or & larger atea in the Ind
Territory. Luud wus all thel America sccared, however, f r
the treaty failed 1o move the Chectaw west of the Mississ
Mest of them simply moved into the remainder of their s
in Uie siate of Mississippi and by 1829 less than seven bundred
Lad left for the West® The Culboun removal plan was a
Cuilure up (o this point. The Iudions leved teir lands and
seould not voluntarily snerender thoir horiluge 8d long a8 the
United H1ates Goverwment would protest chem sguinst en-
eroach ite citizens uf Mississipyi.

continuer gs the

npleted his teri
Dep: lrlmcnl. in BLJ tlm undercorrent of
opposition beeame mote epyerent. President Adwms, though
follower of Wi modecate plas, sdmitted fu Decembor, 1825,
(et the progrum wes fuiling because the Indians rewsioed
independent na Unless & change was mgroduced, he
pndmad lm]:nn degradation with cxierminetion as the in-

Duzing the nest cight years mndml
After U

were also nunorour Missisippians whe were voeal
in their ub;e\,lmns Io any n owaed lerritory withian Ui
Lorders of the atate. A memorial wan i cn-lumerl and passed jn
the pi House & A
aniright Indian removal, and on_ April 1.), JBZU Thoinas B,
Tteed presented throe Mississippi objections to the Thited
Slates Senmie, (1) the presence of me unnu(aw kopt Missis-

ppi 1 t by hindering the
nnccront of the stule; (2)
a removal \\ uld simble blissizsippi to defond itz borders from
{3} removal wnld save the Choetaw from
deeadence and umnlual eslingtion ¥

Teeed eallcd upon Congress lo appropriste $20,000 Lo en-
enl o Lrént with the Choctaw and Chichasnw
ber of senators ohjeeted bovguse o evidutie:
s were swilling w cede

ar made wnd Qen.
wrals Thames Hindg of Mlululppl lnd Johh Cnﬂm ol Alabame

"L S, Congtess, Bouse of Representatives. “Letler from e Secvelary
of \vn irmmsiting Use infurmation requi o rewlutian af the Houe

of Kepe " T 2503wl pelaien fo the Teben snd parta
i b gt |..a..... st have removed to Ui Weat ol issippl Miser,
el lecition tz.? No. m i Towat Bovwmmnre ol Vi S Conga Ik
s,

ol 1 g, 2
oy 14, 006,



Negiciions jor ibe Kemoval of the Chactaw £

were gppointed commissicners to triat with the Lo Mississippl

triboa—~Choetaw &nd Chickasaw, They met the Indiana on
Kovember 10-15, 1826, at Treaty Ground in the Ghoetsw
Kation, but as some senators hud anticipated, all offers werce
promytly rejested by both tribes?t

“The comupleta Tailure of the wegotiations of 182 did not
end the ¢forts of Alississ ove the Choctaw west,
Represcntative Haile of Minuissippi in a debate before the
llowss of Representatives in January, 1827, failed to et
Chuctaw removald® Ha felt that

Teiled becanse the government had nol
made provisiois Lo Jacilitate a trek 1o the West, and thel an
adequate traneportation sysiem would allay their feame of
removal *

To get a first, band view of the Indjan problem in the
Somb, Thonias L, Meenuey, hisd of the Bureau of Tudians,
ie fall of JA27. During hir stay in the
lo negotiatc & treaty on October
case earlier the Choctaw re-
fused to sede any more Tand. Wik typieal Indian bluntness,
one of Uke chiels utsted, W are thunkEul For your sdvice—
but more than sgrey, 1hiat e have | bem unu imous in deelin.
ing to accept ansmer showod
thal the paten ted I.ly Cl.llumn was still be-

g followed, “Mrothers: [ cannot but feel trouble fer yon
it you do not riss up aud Jook nmnm-l you Let my
voies keen sounding i my
couneils; and i you gel into troubla send me worrl and it T
ean, T will help you , . . [ will never forsake you, 1 am the

mian's friend, and shall slways ba 80" He later wrote
in hls Momeirs that many of the Choctaw he talked to were
very much in favor of rcnmv-l bt certain chiefs had promised
deth to anyone who spoke for anatlier cession 7

While the ¢itinens of Misissiphi were clamoring for &
more direct palicy, and while the Chootaw were endeavaring to
maintain their present state, the election of 1328 taok place.
Andrew Jackagn won. The extremisls in Minsisaippi were
clated, for they know that finally & man from th
in office and he would adopt & more fasorable Indian policy.
Wowever, [eom all dutward appeardnces it sestued that the

"W T8, Norember 5 and Decauber 16, 1026,
;ﬁ: Frirunry 8, 1827,




o The Chraniclrs of Didahona

uew President would cuntinue Lz moderate policy of the past
ten years, b his ilaugural
istration wollld cndeavor to b
and Ot they
Iands ta the. Awerican peaple e Chetn were o
familine with the new Tresidant tn adopl & eomplacont 2k
ttude. During the sery 1§29, here were jons thit Hie

5 the Indian territory. Thore was alse & teport
t lhey Wight emigrass to Texas

The. Chootaw had good suse for soucern for ag soon as
Jackson war able to formulate a new poliey he radicaly
changed hix earlier stand. Tu his Fret annusl messuge on
Desember B, 1528, he stated that as the white man advaneel
the Choetaw wonld be weakened and evontually Chey wouhl
experience the seme fate a3 the Mohegrn and the Xurraganselt
Tugians. Fhe ouly vy ta insure ft Lids would necer liopnen
was for 1 States to set aside an amlo dis

of the :.mmmp. River (o be muaranteed to (he Indian trihes
wi long as they aceupied the land, Uere thex rould e frec
of the whitz i eXscpt for 4 fow Auerican sollises who
would be siationed in the aren fo proserve oace on Hue frantior.
He Instened to adé Uit rmoval (o sueh & “Dtopia™ would he
voluntary, but if they rémained enst. of the Blississippi Riser
they would be subjest to the laws of the staos, T ather
words, submit and leave, or bocome "'merped I the inwss of
otr pophll i tlie Choetaw would Tose theie
atatus s an independent Nation,

The Incknon poliey did not basically cl\nhze tha 61 plan
of Calhomn. Tt omly earried Calhoun's ideas ta a logieal con.
ehsion,  The_ ditference was that C-llm 0 cansidered the
Tudian an cqual and would never foree Wim tn leave, rren by
impliontions, wheroas Taskson hmd & definite contempe 1oz the
Indien wx an inferior heing and would Eoree fim west. simply
to_free the atates of n Gifficult problem. The two phus
ditfered only n dezec and nof in havie pilier,

The pro-removal fretion in Mississippi hailed the new
militent poliey 41 & panseen for the Indian prohloms. Little
& wag wasted in putting it into offoet, and in Jamary, 1830,
the Hirst aet pamed by the Minssipn ngistatnre wes antilked

Rmmun Op_Cir. Vol 11, p. 100
m Bend 1z Burcns ol l.. ian M!mr\- Joky 6. 1899 T, Child w
flaim, Suly 11, 1N m Ward 1a Burear of Tndisn
M. T Sl T e Hecomme sl Vo
+ Mationul Archiver, Washington, . €

ved, M
o, B £ Vol . o 1081 95




Negriiniions for the Remoal vf the Choctar %5

“An Aet 1o extend, the Jaws of the Stute of Missiasippi aver

itz w repeale
munities a\nd Franchines . . . .. o

Ut Misslsippi Thee governed all porsous within the limits
af the alate. IE the Indinga did nob comply with the niew
luwe, they were subjeet to o maximwn fine of ode thousand
dollars und up to twelve months i prison. Tha bill wis
overwhelmingly adopted. with nly ane dlssenting vate. Des.
pite its casy pussage, w8 never cuforced, but it did
achieve ity gonl of gagding the Choctaw fntg coding the rest
af their lands in Bississipphs®

The Mississippi 4t of Janusey 19, 1830, did not go un-
woliced wnd wna u laimark in American-indian relations.
Tt tonehed off o heated controversy over U moral right of the
stite to force the Indinna to leave ® Nymerous newspapors,
wany of them published biyond the bosrders of Ui matn
protested againgt the merality of sueh "

s were organized and eulminated in & mass vm'vliur i
Katechen on Blarch 17, 18805 The oppositi
paint that removal was unlawful, and as Willien

a plenter in Aduns County, stated: "R brvelved the fafid
of thin whale nntion, pledged in the most sacred manner by
treaty with Ui Tndiens—it involven the principle of right
and of justice, aud the grest politieal and mord Aleet, it will
produes on he Indiank in gl] Duitnre (ime.

Numnerous Teascus were set forth a3 to why w geners)
removal wowld fail. (1) The Choctnw wera an independen]
d Steles in umerons
treaties. {2) 11 ey weve removed immediately, they would
be subject to expomire, Aunger aud suffering because of (e
Inck of transportution facilities. (3) A removel mnst
wradinl and result in all ties being broken, which wonld Imrt
Uie policy of Indien civilication, (4) The Indian Territory
wag deficient of weter and wood. (51 Putting all Indians in
4 large area would produce quarrcls and fighting. {6) The
proposed Pl was entirely fon visionary and nothing in the

nikern_Geloxy, Februnry 11, THI0,
Dunlm Nowland, Htay of Wissiciiopi The Heart of ihe South, T

S The Vi m!u, Fchmnry 21 and April 3. 10, Southern Calury, March

S Sonthern Galray.
s spking Shminsions o
2 Phe Roirdox, n.-nlunw

8 Ibid, May B, 1

. Jamuaey 1. 1630, quitca tho New York American
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Diistory of buman affsirs swstained it (7) Ke wamiy of
new eomtry could be given them and they w hawdly
got settled when the oxpanding froptier would foree them
{0 move again and sguin, {8) The Choetaw would naf move
volurterily and they conld not, be forced to love Ynder Uhe
existing Ammcm poliey.T The editor of Ehe Naichrr wrote.
“¢hat all attempta to accomplish the remioval of (he Tndians
'hy hrlbw nnd frawd, by midation or threots,

e same Liing, a8 com
eppression, and HhareTors. entiesly wnjustifiabie, o

The protagonists of tie act strick back at their apponents,
They pointed out that two suceessive Secrotaries of War, Peter
Tarter of New York and John Raton of Tennesses favoved the
policy of removal by any means® mnd that even Indian
Bareny cliel Thomns J,. MeKeuney was eontinually advacating
removal® They also listed several 5 whY & emnplm
removsl must be effected. (1) Misaimippi needed mare land
to mttreet immigrents Trom the Fast. (2) The Chsctow im-
posed & heavy Enancicl burden on the state us they did not
pay taxes. (%) They harhored rumawsy slaves in the nation,
(4) They were hunlers, not farmers, did not care mhout
sultivating their lands,  (5) They were inferior human beiwgs
ot be civilized, thos Missisippi must remove them
would remove m eanger, (6) The Chontaw lands were
in the bonndarics of Mississippi, 5o they belonged 1o the

.-
2

. Many of the arguments for removal ontmined vicioun
implications. To secura the lands for & larger white popula-
tien, one wriler in the Matchex stated, T am resolyed to b

ve that we do wank mare land, end we muyst have it, ia some
ay."™  Algn, in explaining the alleged diclike of the Chostaw
for working the land, he aserted thet their main sstivities
wers lusf“nu and drinking. “*Shew [sic] me an Indian in the
rtreet,”” he coneluded, ** and I rould buy the bones of all of
his forefuthers, i€ he had them, for a pint of whiskey. 1

7 i, Felwuary 20, 1830,
w iBid, Frbrusty 13, 1830,

ohn' Eaion fo Tohn Bell, Febroary 13, 1830, Recorks of the Offie
WSS, Sowshera Gofaxy, March 11, 1680

00 Thoman I_ McKenney o Tamea L. HeDrncld, Felumry 9, 1830,
Records of he Offce of odian Afiive. S,

e Noiches. Felenary 13, Felmuary 20, 1830

H ! Febrasiy 13, 1630,




Negosinsions Jor the Ronowd of the Chactow o

Indian Iands ll over the United Sta

The momt heated argument cavic from A Patriot™ writ-
cbrinry 20, 1830, le mointained et
all' Indiana were inferior to uny white ign, and (hat they had
un lasie roligion and eould b be sdicawd,  As o e
arerti : <aulil
1 don't beliove it,
an will be an

oud ean you show ue one who has been civilized by belog

brought mong s

The eontroversy in Mississiphi over the morality of re-
moval sprend A1l ves. tho Unitod Staten wid poaple. . il
sections and ell walks of life discussed the nrgunents for n
agaist (he new Inditn policy. Tt was pretty penerally agreed
that tho Choeraw hed greatly benefited by the past. olfey of
education. The Ammorican Bourd of Cammissiorors For Forsign

and tigt the Indi ot be exlerminated by cither re-
moval or American citizenship becanse of their present. Jevel
of education.® A captain in the United Statea Army named
Ten Jolison Erom the of Kentucky wrole in Nites'
is have been mequainted with the

i < they

the
art D[ rllluvlllon af y alra imbibed a disposi-
tion for more rogular govemmcm, .. .. there is en wnnsul
impulse . . . ., for veligion.™ Alga, the rnb.agent in the
Choatpw on, Stephen Wand wrote |Imm the ehange that
hal taken place in the Choctaw Nati e formul eduea-
tion facilities had boem mbrodueed u-s p]lenunmml”

Besides the goneral agreement on the
aruong the [ndians, there was & growing epinion in the United
States that, swhsthes it was just or uniust, the Indisas would
Inre to mave west fo aveid oxtinotion, The reasons given for

Gt
Moid, February
e e n AMigsion Front, 1870 1in the fibracy
af E, DuGalyar, Dullan, T(-!-u Terofin’ com a4 Torch Texas Suate Colleges,

P
B Nites' Regisacr, July 3, 1830, p. M5,
& Iid,
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the neenwity ol seivoval varied from the ganeral argunents
heretofore mentioncd to, ulhcru thal teek on e section
iy The northern philas edomee gt vemensh
of the Choetnw wan the rmlv “ramane €hing to 4o in 1830,
ut they Jurther asserted thal removal waa noscssitated
the pest bangling policy of the state of M
snuthern newspapers ridicoled tho notihern philuntion, s
wnd charged that the North was mavions of the gro
trsugth of the Soutk.  Fhe wlitor of Tho Southers Patrint

&

uthwastern Sutes, by lergely
nwre“lng their white popalation, an influence in ihe connails
of the Nation which they do v possess, while Uit tor
ritory ia inhabited by savages, lso, many norl-
erncrs and soriherners foit Lhat Pres jent Jackson was playing
politics when he introduced Iis new Tndina pal Detember,

. They reasonad, w.n. qllesllmmbla justification,”® that
Hhe Presideat e Houthwesl becauss he wan
anzionk to seeyre ity suwort. against the state of Sauth
Carolins which was statting to valse the pesky nullifisation
issue over the chenging tariff Polley of the federal gavern-
ment,]

The aet of Jenuary 19, 1330, pasard by the Missisvippi
tegisuture, and the subsequent debales in the United States
ongress on 4 possible federal removal billM brongnt the
Choctaw into action, They first deposed. Greenwocd LeFlare,
chicf of the Northweatern Distriet, For **Lyranical and ernel
conduet,"™™ and replaced him with tha old chief Mushula-
tubbee whe wis quite moderate on rems ‘This aetion
worried David Folsom, snother district chief, who feared
the same fate a8 Lallore, und be therefore adoptxd 8 very
moderate stand. Falsom wrote Senator Johnson, restating a
pmvzmu offer 1 Iced un wxploring nacty west. He alio added
1 ean be useful, T hope in some meusure to cause the Choctawa,

in that country to eome and settle on some partienlar place, 90
that they ¢an be benafited by doing &0.—And the deseription

ase. Wed Bl to Andrerr Jackeon, Jacuary 8, 1080, Andrew Jackeoe,

"Tle Snulhﬂn Pairfet (Charliten, South Carolissd, Mar 21, 1830,
T No where in th Jackson pegers did thin wuther find any jastilichtien

).lquw:t Tames, The Lite  Andieer Jocksm (New Yorks 1900, 7. S0,
er.
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o the conntry dhat 1 would bring o iess prople here, Oty
would take sy word For the trath.’

ken over the prospect of w forced cemoral
of ||mr 1ml.m|:, (e Chigotaw leaders assemblen in & eouneil
Mareh, 1830, to decide wpon acourse of action.s  Wlile
they met, the resourceful Gromwacd opened sepatate
uegoliations with Thomus L. McKemney, LeFlore knew (hat
the chiefs were oo confuned thal it would he impossibe for
thers to egree unanimously wa anything st the eouncil, so
he deeided to work out an equitable settlement with (he
inn llurnuu nnd peescnt, it 1o the eonncil for ratitication.
woild, wndonbtedly be restorsd to the
rouik of chiek. By April 7, LePlore up n treaty
weliieh he cent to M nshulatwbbee for his approvel. The treaty
provided that every wan and wowmh with u <hild would by
siven 640 acros of Clhncrew Mississippi and to sell to the siate,
and every young man wonkl he given 20 acres for the same
Purpase.  In sklition, every sapiatn wonld be given hy the
governmenl 4 siit of clothes, x broad mword, aud fifly dollers
annalle for four years, Als, every mian wn3 {0 receive a
good riflo und pleaty of rifle powder and lead, an axe, hoe,
plough, Blaket, and brass kettle; while each woman reecived
& spinming wheel and & loom, Lastly, el of the Indimn’s
possessions would be movod free of clikrge 1o the now lands,
and the government would feed mnd clothe
tw:l\e manths efter they left their present lends.  The pro-
d treaty dil not, phoase Mushillatubbee s LeFlors quickly
Taded that the United States would defens the emigrants with
soldiers, and probably give the Netion Fifty thovesud dellsra
atinnally forever™ TeTlore also nent a copy of the teenty
15 Governor Gerard C. Drundon of Mississi convinee him
that the Tndias w e endeavmng to camply the recently
passed Mississippl

On Ayril 8, LeFlore entered the Choslaw Jcounedl and
preaented his propoaed treaty, He wes praised for hin work
and wianimonnty clected ehiel of the Weatarn District™  The
Choctaw chiefs, captaing, and warriers were so thankful that
someone was able ta bring order out of chucs fhat en the
Forenan of April 8 they all came forward and resigned their

Tiha, Felio to, &, M. Tohraen, Februacy 7, 1030, Clkers Enigre-
tion 16251033, MM, Nutional Archiver, Washinglon,

75 Souihern Galory, Manch 35, 1635

14 Gorenmood LoFloce to Musholatublee, Aptil 1, 1830, Choctnw dgency
16241885, NES. Metioea] Archizes, Woakiosto

T Greenmond LeFlore 1o Govermor. Breadoa, Aprl 7, 163, Governar's
Docomenin [Sevies. FY, h 55,
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several officcs wid unanimously eleeled reenwond LeFlore
the clue[ of tie whel iwn.™  This was an Ilnnor that. had
ore boen bestowed

medintely had bis propesed treaty drafted and deliversd to

spreinl messenger, Major David W. ITaley, who wis to convey
it (o the Bregqent in Washinglon, The comned o then ad-
journed, and for twe duys the Choctasw eclebrated the emers
eneo of LeFlate as the savior of bin peopls

The tranty sequioscacs ol Mok, 1830, speled the

end of the Choctew in Mississippi, Jackson refuned to mecept

the eaty ulthungh 4 domomtrated that 2o vesstance of e
v to removal by his poli

Teoson Juskson gave or refusing o aeeent the

The treaty was written™ However, lo inaure his rewn
Buckson suceceded in getting Congross, on day 28, 1830, o
s o W sobinh cnabod s o teont wih the 1

renioval Lo any lands west of the Blississ
Bill wan fertely debatod naul sizmracimly oppow'l T northern
Congresanen, Jaekson belicved the epposition of the ' Itinerant
Vankees” sworimed solely from ther desire (o keop the
sotthern lands out af the hands of the plators. Regardless
af the ronl reason for opposition, the bill wes pasaed by 4
slight mmjority and the fatt of the Chovtmw senled® The
road was now opencd for 8 camplete romoval, and in less than
fi s Wie Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek ws nogoti-
atéd in whieh the Chostaw Siually surzendered their Misinsingi
lands,

Sorihern Galars Apel 3, 130
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