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OKLAHOMA CLTY, FROM PUBLIC LAND
TO PRIVATE PROFERTY

By Berlin B. Chapnian
Part I: SurvEriNe TIE Towmsrs
infradusiion

Threg ssors sod ten years sgo Oklshome City was public
land, and tha subsoquent Tise of a city of 5C0.000 populstion
was 'a_growth scarsely paralleled in bingory. One sirolling
along Grand Avenie can geo in the jogs of the Btrests the scery
of its origin, und hundreds of peaple now living have known
inlimately some of the 'S%ars who helped convert public leod
there to private property. It is the purpese of this stady 1o
relate that trensition, With the pAusilig of piomeers, more
relinnes than ever maust be placed upou rohival reacrds con-
thizing whet they mu snd witnassed in this interesting
period of p end the ition of town
lota.

When the last Indisn reasrvation was slabllshed in
Indian Tersitory in 1881, there remmined in the heart of te
territory a truet of nurly 3,000 square miles ]uwwn a3 the
Oklahomn copntry or Oklehoma district. Tiis tract of un-
assigned lands extended from present Stillwater to Norman

outh central part of tha (racl, on ibc banks of e

orth Cazadien, wns fo grow the metropobia of Ohklahtma

David L Payie 6od bis land hungry boomers were romoved
from the vieinity in 1880,

The origin of Oklahoma City is ¢otwined with railrond
bistory. Continugus settlement began with the building of &
railroad ; the first houses ware conutructed of track ties and
aheltered “I.nek mm, " and the site was called Oklahoma
Htation. ortance of the reilrozd in replacing esttls
trtils, and si tn .rwr,v of travel end commerce necewsitote
[ undernmdm of ita history.

Un preparstion of this crits of articles the ambor gatelally ackoowl
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Iivonamic factor wers conzidered in seleciing & route for
the railroad. The dominunt force was the Atehison, Topekl
und Santa Fe Railread Compauy, incorporated i Kaoa
ime was buil anuth 1o ishita, In 1872, 1o Arkansas Civs in
1879, 20d there te terminal remsined nntil 1887,

The firt uuxv:y Ty the compnny merost nmﬂm Okllhom
tmn nocth Lo sootl was u recobuaissance istinct
A from Cobfeyville, Kunsas, to nmwllle Texas;
"B” from Ackaisas City to the Red River ut Salt Creek, thirey
milow west of Guinesville; **C" frow Arkanase City 1o Gaines-
\ule A roport on thess lines wax madu on May 20, 1384, by
[arvin, loceling engineer® Tn sommaririog the som-
p.\mn. value of the three routis Fot tramsportation Marvin
said thet the Iuaal nlrrymg trade of line A’ when the
eouutry shoul een devetoped, would be abont conal
to thet of ling * 1 ilher would be in ¢xeess of that of
line “TH** 42 the sountry on ling B’ was much loss pm:lueln'e
than that adjaecnt to éither of the othicr routes. The busi
of ling **A"" would be subject to compelition from the road uf
isa zi, Kunsas and Texha Railway Conpany, U giving
¥ the betler value of business. The
"J\" ga\m to thel route sn additioual interesi wi
congideration,

Marvin reported tiat the eost of construetion on Line * G
would e sensiderably less than either of the other routes and

gradients would be mush emsier. The most cxpensive
Tonte would be “B'' on aceount of thu heavy work (hreugh
the centeul portion of tha route aud from the abrence of tmber
for construction puvposes. Raute 'A™ would alsg be an
expensive Jne, south of the Notth Fotk Hiver, Romte ''C*"
wauld only be expensiva soulls of Cadde Kxeepe For
short distauces at four summils, Teute ''C™" was the shortest
between Kausus aud Texan From the standpoint of distance

if
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and expeaise of constraction, Matvin seid the toute Erom Ar-
kanias Qity to Guinesville was mueh the best

The Atchison, Topekn esnd Sente Fe Hailrond Company
owned the secoritien of the Sollthers Kensas Itailway Gom-
puny. O July 4, 1664, President Chester A. Artlur approved
su uct of Congross grantiag to the Iettes company the v
fo construel @ tailrond from Kuusus through Okiahorn dis-
triet to Teass.? The campany had an sasement, not a foe, in the
lands o €lic right of way. The company should build ab least
e Wundred milon of roug within thres yosrs afior the prssage
of the sel, or &ia grnnl would he Forfeited &a to that portion
not built. Under penaity of forfeiture of sl its rights and
privileges, the u:mpsuly wes Torbidden to aid, advist, ov assist
In uny effort looking toward the chancing or extinguishing of
“the present teuure of the Indians in thoir land.” The of-
ficars, servents, and employees of the company neeessary 1o the
wetion and mindgement. of the rokd should be sllowed
ide, while 5o cngaged Bpon the right of way.

On May 26, 1670, the Texas legislature passed an nel to
incorporata Ui Gulf, Culorado and Sunta Fe Rulway Com-
rond was byilt perth from Galveston by peaple of
The directors al a apecinl teeting hold ou August
1, 1883, adopted & resalution siating that i their opinion it
weg advisable for the company to sccure a right of way
theaugh Indiam ferritory, wesl, of Denison, and *'that the
Executive Commiltee be authorized to secure (e same.' At

or 16 cxamine the epuntry on the proponed line
f { Worth through Iadian Territory to Kansea,
with direstions Lo repatL on the most foasible ronte, the nature
and topegraphy of the country, prospests, if any, for a supply
of coul in the line, and om all mettery relating to the cost of
the road, and eapabilities of the counury through which it
wonld ran.

Om November 25 Michael L. Lynch, locating engineer for
the eompany, made n reporl on the conntry from Fort Worth

323 Srarures, 13
4The U capiial oock was sold by populor sabucripion sn e City
uE Calvaston, and the first boads were wl hiklhg veckioldere For, ¢
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north to Rod River, and beyond through the Indisn Territory.t
He said of the rogion north of Gainesvilla:

apoclally Would & (own sablislied st (he crossing af Red
Rivar Turnlsh cooslderable, Trelgh wa Wers o ¢ large kmou: of
cotten the chickasaw Na vm o
af which !a nuw mhnlll', to Guine
aigsourl Fac. lulﬂ. Yoo wonld luw
of this mt L)
scd o 8dditlon. mockd
of elock catile from Ihe breeditg groul
10w 10 the pusturgs of the “Pan Hand the
mash onin wa o o 107 difocs sRipment, o Kanses
i of colion suised in tho Chickbkiw Ratian, Galnes
Vita. St whipe about 20,00 b

Lynch considered the wmatter nf umlLrunl.mg 1 road [rem
sville to Okmulges but recommended enother route.
judgment & liug ahould be built north and south through
ry in vontinbation of (he mein Kine in Texas to o
sonnoetion With the Alclison, Topeks and Sanla Fe at the
Kansas or to & junclion wuh them at seme point in the
Indian Territory, ahould they e to come further Aouth.
Lyuch said: Ly extonding in Ilm Wanner, 13 recommended,
you wituld have & dircet through line Erom tha Gulf te a eon-
nection with the Railway System of the southwest, and an
wir [straight) line and k& distance [Galvesion Lo Runuewetl)
of only G670 miles, the gueatest advamtages of which are too
obvious to ueed comment from we.’ Lynch noted that the
Okilghome cduniry west of the Tndian Meridian war smaother
£8d ot of AN open Praikic tian Lo the south and sast, and wo
cantinued quite up to the Kanans line, and was in consequence
much more fuvorublc to railrond eonstruction than the country
to the south and esst. Tle eaid:

The ectirs coustey (rbars oot culdraied) duriog g one
(October and Nuvlmh?r) was covered with & ek ;rnl'th of Inxurlaul
e EveruLs 15 1o 14 aches I Belbt, a3

'y ot
of the se iribes, ihe l"m'.
¥ Irgs IOCKmED o7 tacK <rpAdlss trom
e right Is Lh' country thromgh
Torm wils right 1

abava b

i
marciase, which wnlm cltizanshlp in &

leed, stock, ity . okt ienshty. ua ecome
Tuhars of Biotk Cpmpasive or bol on (he rangs for other
partios sbare of the prafiis.

ELynch's repoct in deted Mov. 25, 1684, and iv in Splitters, loc. it
wl. 7, pp. IB1-I50
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A new organizstion mider gu old name wan effected when
twenty eompnnies jn the vicinity of southern Kanses united
to forin the Southern Kanses Railwey Company, by artieles of
sonsolidation dated April 16, 1885 Incorporation was under
the laws of Kansas. !ln gmendment wis made 1 Uie sharter
to confern with the aet of Congress of July 4, 1884

On March §, 1886, an agreement was reactied by which the
Atebison, Topeks and Santa I'e purchaned the entire capital
stock of the Gulf company, giviog its stack at par for stock
of the GulE. The Gulf agreed to builld & road from Fort
Worth north inte Indisn Tetritory to meet the Atehieon at
Walnut Creck, now Purecll, aud to complets it in one year, or
in time for the rattle movement to pastures.

The Sauthern Kansas Railway Corpazy biilt sonth from
Arkausas City, snd on November 29, the first vegular_br
dule becatie effestive. It provided for mn sceammodniio
train ench way from Arkansas City to present Ponoa Oity.
Stalions were Ioeated about ten miles apart. the distance hoing
detorninod by the productivity of the region. A lation s 1k
er Creek (now

cxpatme of prairie! Thousands of men were emp]uyed in
ildiog the two rail lines, which on April 26, 1387, wars
all.

For o Wuory of b Sowbom Kems Rulmay Compaor, s the
rdusiion of the. v Topekn wsd Samen Fe Rnilwny Compony, Joi.
e Eommece Comssin, Baperc it m Qe o AT A o
of i reh s, 148, ) i mnt'..me
" Semgam stockbraldecs
J Mny |s"1m
T Austin ralution eogier for the Micinan, Tapeks sud
fama ¥ Rul--r b Tl e g e
e wroh

1 ¥ I Husher o Toocks v sppoleind Romdmpser, Docmbar 1,
M6, ind bud churge f @ crack woil frum Ponon e Pursell " Hfe s
ny 1o buth Do oo 1 8o+ geecat oo of G Edmond,
i

on
thot bo bullt were comirucded of track tles and were used (o housn e

irack _work wes nearing Fureall, 1t appeated thal n-u
c ity oty et conecion at th el undet
tims wold the Plll!ih\lmﬂ
of delay, C H uﬂ-. Clngl Clui o Mt llnhlllw\, catne down the 1lne
with |nwwire hunk car, picked up ol the Stardan Agenia and
tho Rombaanter, eut the teegreph lina and. wemt o0
E-Nnumrml‘hmﬁnmdlmllurhnm .
5. Bl et wo i e pes whom 2 e ‘ae nfnation, £
Vit wan bayed w1 ot wan ngl served fore the conneetion
et thade wt Pareed, 154 rfles sonth of Arkansan Chy.*
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Frank J. leat, an employea of the Saute Fo, rocalled that
sborily .mr the eompletion of the railroad “the stock rush
2f Tons oallls Lugun o soll tp pastarcs, m northern Lo
Tercitory a B the entire
aerom presont Oklalioma was in opers! on. A July tincrable
in the mehives ,1 he Sana % s thut o the Arkauses City

xteny train left Arkansas City at 040 un.
renched Ohlahomg o 158 poi., and Pureell b 235 p.n
northbound expross leit Farcell at 1 ., reached Oklatome
b 21T P, aid Arkansus Citg al 645 pan

The July tnictable lists the station as ¢ Oklabows,” with
Verheok nina miifes fardier kol A pust oftice was sstablish-
#d &t “Okishomn Siation™ on Decewnber 30 with Sumuel T
Rudebuugh ns 'posln\u.ttr ¥ The neme was shortened to ** Okl
homa'' 5n Devombe 1588, A clerk who wrote the regi
mental returna for the Fitth Cavalry in September, 1889,
zed to “Oklehonia,
as “'Oldahoma C: 0
peny eliaiiged the name lo ' Oldahomn City * on Deeember 1,
1901, which nasse firs appeazs on the Official Zist dated
Jamiacy 1, 1902, The post offies was ehanged to ' Oklalioma
City"' by order of the Postmaster (leneral effeetive July 1,
1923, Flowever, envelopes continued to be postmarked ©OK! 1a!
homa* for several weks, Colonel George H. Shirk heving
oite dated September 4.

A W. Durbam {or Dunhem) becane Sunto Fe agent ot
Oklshoms Btalion on Fehruery 20, 188, and remained in the
posilion abuut eleven yrars. He sald: “When I took shatge
of e station, it was the only agency hetween Arkansaa City

b by af i fmpr b Griges s in she kisboms Niworkcl Secic
u  whisen bokore the Cole Hotars Db, dhted Fobraary 11, mv
i of the it Sanis Fe Firaeti e Qe
hﬂlll:lllllluScw-F nmﬁu‘l Val. X200V, Now 1 Uam., 1940}, p 13
$1n the Soms Eo schives n Clcean are bu, anilas by Bt
Dll Account of the Sanla Fa Rellwey in Oklshoma,™ Santa
k- Iy an an Oklohyma Plonesr.” Coniet ars in 1he O Fieenal

Joid i e che practicn Tor e cont
enin a0 an meommnduiion L the pum.c lmﬂn
hlghed el b sk oifrals as wumed v 10 spr,
tna, Jaw 12 1887, wes the olficiai dare when vegulady luled
passenger seevice svar the line was begun,

¥ Platagraphs, of the fina poor offics and of Hedshangh's soctifieaty
L ppsiatment o o T € Chtonieies o Didaioma, Yol DOXYI, Mo,
Spriug. 1958,

"ot ‘Appoimimen
1. Th prasem st wf Makara. Clty oan selied Tolbedt s e vt
ﬂw milioad wan conmeycied,
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und Pureell, & distanec of 154 miles, and it snpplied a vast
area of covntry, including Wie Sae and Fox, Ficknpoo,
Cheyenne, Arapahoe, Kiowa and Comanche agencies, a5 well
an the Fort Reto wilitary post.’'® George Oihson cperated n
boarding sl noar the elation, and a stage ren regulstly be-
iween the stelion and Fort Reno, Indian freight amounted to
about & pounds & month, some of it being heuled by
freighters & hundred miles. In 1385 2 thousand carloads of
rcatlle wore shipped from the stalion, Cutgoing [reight in-
eluded u carload or Gwo of bulfale Norns, and 8 snunber oF
carlonds of hones of cattle wnd butfalo gathered by enter-
prising uesie ng Uic first travel groups to *‘seram-
Tie Tor tickets™ vere ayustters going ta Pureeil. They mént
Uiere for & Tew days just hefore cavalry detavhiments from
Forl Reno were dispatchied to ronnd up and deport intruders.

The Southern Kansws Railway Company operated the
raad from Arkeuans City to Purcell until May 1 when it lersod
its praperties to the Santa ¥a for operati An adends to
the *Stackliolders’ Report” Pe on December 31
naid of Oklahome dintr Teason to befiere
Tha fhe carnings of he Atchisen ling wil) be lseqely mereaned
by the settloment of this segion, as the line passes North and
South through its e length, und is the only railrond by
which the cmmlry is divestly reached."? Congress by en act
of March 7, 1885, provided for disposition of the lands of Ok-
Inhoma district c atlunl wettlers under the homestead lawa.
Frank 4. Dest said:

la gudden aod wholly unerpocted coming svent ceught the
gama e ULBIAEATad 1 éogo with Lriy torrans of buelnese .. .
W * un pu

much
B Tonort Yo TPrIaTUY on whipemente Corionds e 47 At oackien

o4 “A Correstion.” Santa Fe Enpioyees’ Magazine, Vol,
I¥. No. '3 lP-b. mul p- 76; “Oklahoma Cl gl im
The Chonislas of O Opdahoma, Vol XAKVL, No. (Sping, 19501 o,
Aci, Com. er and froriver,
Jue B, 1691, NA, ol G g G
ngma Chy for 1880 and 1696 the name of ihe Ean) -
U The two rosds were mr'ni m Febrmrey 15, 10,

nna nll'[!

mearch mmong the files of the ate Comrmitice on
AppruprisGom reovaled no adbironel pefiacat. {alation
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ot o Sy o e 0, %, Pl
homa pelnts, principally Oklalioms sod Gutbels.

On Mareh 23, the day President Renjamin Harrison issued
the proclamation for the anening of Oklehona hma-. an A
23, the Chicaga Doy Tribune eorricd n frontpage stticls
stating thel at ~“Oklahioma City™ the *woode nemul ull of
‘hoomers."" A rsporter found that in the vieinily **the land is
already A soot of it taken op a5 claims, nod Tas beo for
added: ¢ Concesled in the bushes, in the woo
slong the tiver henks, <oming oul only al night le go to the
station to gat Ui news, live at lenst 1,000 meu ¥ At th
atation oz "oity'’ was & depot, freight house, eeation hoose,
botel, post office, and otber buildings. The Sunis Fe bad
stockyards and side tracks, Just prior to the land opening
the sida tracks wars grenily incresscd and the depot facil
were improved. In arder lo mainiain tho shipping peint dor
Fort Hene, Hatrison on _aApril 20 set apart & quatier section
knowi a8 the Military Reservation of Oklahoma Station

Companics were oager ta Resure Tights Lo prospective
townsites in Oklahoma district. On April 2, the Ol
Capital City Townsites and Tmprovement Compnay of T..,,,)m

anaas, made application to Joho Willock Neble, Searetary
of (e Intorior, to locate and enter Seventeen designated
townsités in the district. F. P. Baker was president of the
compeay &nd Le Orand Byington was seerstary. The tom.
pany propesed to cuter the trovts as trustses For the provpec-
tive inhabitants toder the provisions for townsite enlrics in

Tk Ko Chy Tins an Aol 20 0 opoted it war, O
baess, Chy o dnpllyﬁlﬂ.l with Pvﬂnmm‘ in woods an
ravines w pasty of 0"

“Ahnm-hmmd mcerning the e are in NA, GLO,
Militey Rebécemtinin o 115, Lochuged i  Flat szsaeed by 1he Resoriion

imion of tha Adjuiant Geoerals (l[ls:r on Apnl 6, 1889, It smbracos
ﬂ:.wul:m;i e of, st 8 at Doy City. e date ol e
- g s ncpueely v e
e e Y e ok,
In {87 the Quanermamers I)qnvlnm creaed o boaie t Oklokoma
i E for ciher purpmes.
ml quarter arctiva b resry
mly [ ldvuli!.pml in
wuﬂ’l of xm\umy ta lhlp lupphs lnr Fun Rrng From aeii¢ oearet

& k S | £ 39].1“ o Aprl 11, 1889, MNA, War
o By e G128 2y
P, W Tl Pevomena

, tion for the reserve 10
mmm on Apri 5 1m, o Vi e e i1 whith e secimtnded ok
on o] nt wore mt Guihdn be changed The full

ot ol
fonls ClodeDemocrer, Aprl 21, . See sl BLM (Boreu of Land
,:m Ohda. Tracr Noolu. wl. 2, p. 143; Cﬂvc! Osdurs and Qirculars;
Gifice, 188D, ba.
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the act of March 3, 1863, 6o seetinus 22902378 of the Ravised
Blatutes®

Thie company eaid : *'It is cerlain that many pointa ou the
lines of existing Talivords and cxaffio will speedily beeome
bustling ‘eentres of Population’ within the meaning of the
laws of ongress, créating strife that Ihreatens fo verge on
vilence, ¥ not erime. ‘The claira of the homestead applicant
is whlly icompatible with joint oecupan: Vawnsite,
aud auy atlempt to feund towns thereon will reanlt in con-
fasion and disordor of otk porplexing charaster. The
company sct. forth that it was a quasi municipal body organ-
ized undez the laws of Kansqs, with ample feoilities and with a
spmial pusose s osate, plat, and dovelup Losrns on the public
Iauds, for “'the geve and benofit of the inhabitants.”
The eompany offe lo gng Jond in the sum of 50,000, ar
sudl other sint 83 night be requited, eonditioned to Iaithfally
perform the trust, according to law end the regulations of the
Genernl Tund Offiee.

The Tuterior Department conidered itnell wil
thority Lo grant the application and was of the opinion that
the gections eited did not apply to sorporalions of this charao-
ter. Nobls akid that althnugh the President might have the

T to reserve lands for townkite purposs moder Seetion
2340 of the Hevised Slalifes, such raservetion eould not be
made for the benefit of 5 corpors of this uhl.ru:lrr, buk
would be dispased of in the wmanser provided by Jow.

The Lollowing ebarrer wes Ciled for record in the offin
of the Seerclary of State in Kanzas on April 19, 1869

CHARTER OF THE SEMINOLE TOWR AND IMPROVEMENT
COMPANT

Tuo undorslgned, cliisens of the Sinte at Kana, G berebr
\rlumarlly assoclate ourssivse toteimor for thy rming
£ private worporullon Seder F iho Sinte of Kancas, and do
o ”

1 Beker and ummn to The Prosidcat of te Unlted Sus, Aoed 3,
bex oAl Ths hu

Il?. m'A.hlnn -~ u-ml; and ‘1’1 I‘IHI

= lint of tha proposed town e end rela
M. Sorkalager tw Byinpion, X

ol 40, p. 283 §

ol 1, pp. 6386 r:;hll; is Com. Gty

Byingtan became an inhabitant of Oldshoma Chy, and
el to mm,é% ot At cm w M S 1o Edgsr K. oy March

30, 801, N Tawmsi p. 285:288; Byingue r. Town
Eoard o, & a1, g g T3
M The tharier is in Wy Kagwas Srate Kisiorical Sacley,” Corpavasions

Copy Bnlu, olhire of Bestalary FEd Stale, vol. 36, p T2
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Firsk

That thy name
g Toprovsment
Yneond,

That the purpossa for which this corporation I formed arm
the purchions, lacetion wnd layink ovt of wwwaaltes and the sale xed
convosaee of th wamo L lols sod subdiiskous hor
Soamiet nod operotg sireet Tl sieciric ot &
e rorkd, ke povor it

Vhy porcka e o nagetab

15 The mirparinch mar REKSIL

ihin cvrporstion shall be the Semlinsis Town
pany.

the Flace wiore o busiuees da b0 b trsomcted I8 st
Topeta, Knbent, 2ol it othor Dwces 24 the iracecrs Ty der

Fourih,
Thal the lerm for which thle carporatlon i to sclst la twouty
yoars.

Fifik,

Temt the number of directors irustes of Uis corperation suall
ba five, and the and 8 o thets vha Rre appointed for
Tho fizat year are:

2. W Wison Topeks, Kangan

L H crandell Toeke, Kanoan

1. A Hudson winen, nituwols

Sidoy Cla renca, Knnsaa

. L. Conch Boucian, Kansas
Hlxtd

@ the estimaled value of the goods, shaltels, Iunda. mu
and menu owned by the corporation Aol

That the ameunt of the caplisl mlock of chle cwmlnlw mu
e Seveateen bundred thopmand (wlel dullu-l. Bod ol
Inta 1960 chares of ous bundrsd follnre sach.  IN 'l'm'rlucur

F_ W hova barount mubher) itk nme, thl
du 5t Auzl A D, 1985,
SIGNED:

1L W, Liua, W, A. T Thanipstn, FTank L. Webnter, Sloony CIATI
Oro. 3. Chuse.

The day befors the land opening, the 8t Lowis Globe-
Democro! sid: *'Oklaboma City iy being rather overlooked,
but its central location &nd extra Tailrond facilities of whish
it in assured will eventually bring it to the front.”*

Congress provided that townsites shonld be for the *
bitanta'" thereol; and the act of March 2, 1989, specified
(liat homestend shomld Lo disposed of to “actual seitlers
Thove Provisions were coustrued AR Zivinir vttupants [osses

sory rights which cquld grow inte title, or could be sold in
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U meantne. Thers wan s dispute e 10 the meauivg, of the
word “butupints.” For Oklshoms Uity did it ineluds ooly
those who dwelt or Tived upon lots they claimed} e
elude those who put improvements upon lots, or leased Lute w0
cenantaf If an ocewpant of o jot could sell his posscssory
Tight o it why could uot 8 groop like the Serainole Town
and Tmpravement Company oéolpy a townsite aid gell poases-
sory Tights lo the lots thereinf?

Tue Fosr Week

The origiual townsite of Oklahoms Cily comprised 240
aures betwern present Rena Avonue and Seventl Street, sust
of Walker Htreet. Angels Cyrus Sceit who arrived there
Mouday, April 22, said that e moment after 12 o’cldek uoon
o that duy the Seminole Town aad Tmprovement Compry

“istepped upon the townsite At what is presently Kuown as
Muin Street aud begau lo slske off blocks, and then luts, we-
cording o a paper plat cvidently previowsly made’¥  Seqtl
said gt by the tite the first legal sotilers arrived mare than
an hour later the company hud =0 outlined che street thag it
was distinetly recognizeble. Jumes Laymen Urown on Moy 1
atnted it more emplutivally: ' Ag early B 1245 p.m. the Lown
of Ghlanoma City was surveyed &ud all valuable lots takon
..... Prrliups the survey was made eaciier, ut (hat I saunot
now prove. The lots werp taken hy persons sticking a stake on
then beariog the name of the ket These stakes were sl
and were soon trumpled and broken down "' Aceording 1o
Bunky, within beenty minules sfier the opening ““white tents
dotted the eoRRLrY s Bur as Uig exe could sec "2

When the werthbonid train of twenty-three curs renched
Oklulioina City ncar 1 pm., the passongers loariod That about

p Do thgh,hat o of L ceifiten sl by

Iwprovesient Counpany brought sbou =
x et oo e m.p... gl il e
relinguished 4 o1 to a purchaser is in |{ History of the State of
ighpm vl 1, . 3.

rhe Sio 5.
the. Aulumn. rwa and Z.m r, Ruilmad tmm war]
o’ i e el Tom Im,
e st o B B " Komies ok y Fimes,
Apil m‘ um W, W o, Churly i e s,
eer Newrpaper M
22

ama Gy, 3t s urared het
rhed i, curpes:

e, Ser
i Seur, urke— i Chramidies o]
Mulaml. an X. Ne H (lee, 1m| W

68 Loe, ol
!nhﬂ\ Al!red P:nlkr Iw Nebk‘ Ml Im A, T,
k. & or 2 F Firblr ool it e Sanincle
lnm; n[ Edwrnd van mad be for

. the
Besis Lving Gelfel The First Kigh oot of il City, 8.

aitp tel, from Tonpetor
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af ike nmnh-u comer of Section 33 in Oklshumn City shaming the
.dj..mf,m ock numbern s circled.  Otker figures derignae feft
The nouth scction Isnt i the eenter of Renn Avcaue. Coming avuth the Sann
taad interaccted tho nartheant gorner of the quarier veclion, aul ooar
tioged 'a s gty s dcsrion. " The . heondery af the setka
Juat 35| I\ ol Fourth Sieert. i nizeer yuns sllghily in u nordiwest dirnckion,
an.,. em.L( v Bleck 2. oty wro nurabuses, beginning, n
ihe snubeas: comer of ke Lo in Block 2 ore b, e
i b of Hlosk 23 o Besadoay
blocks are 300 fee| qun '|hf distanee frvm Main Snyru s Crand nmme in
52013 e aribes an alkor Siven lan an Bl
‘Oﬂ persons had been at work on the townsite A reporter
roter *‘The late eomers were siuply struck with amazement,
'Nny did not repeat the wild Tush &t Guihrie as they were ton
muck satonished 16 ran. They mechanically walked over io
the townsite, took what the Goveriment officials had kindly
Iett, not wanting. and went on out two miles ataking town
lota.'"  Thet evening Dr. Virgil Audrew Wood wrele from
OKlaboma City: Tt seems that s few Jaw aliding men have

5 Ludt GloboDenorrer, ol 26, 1600, Two ligociative eogines
drere the waln oo which ware 250 persons; Gy Warmen, The Sivey .ﬂn.
Railroad, <h. 19,
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seeured elaims, Mloanshiners popped up Ircm slmost every
atrip ol limber and almost every ravine. ¢

From Uklghoma City the only direst connsction with the
tside world was & gingle telegraph line atrung slong the
railroad from Arkanses City te Yurcell. The reilrokd pam-
pany weed dm wire to ils Tull capacity, I.nrgely for trnn

3 t Qklshame City on April 22, Genersl Wed
Mmlll hnd u line of couriers to Fnrt Reno to keep in nm
municalion wilh military amnm-mu Thia was bevauss of
r'much confusien on lina ef ru: Passengers aud Treight
made © heavy demand on the rm]:nud mr] “‘u ntock rosh was
on moving Texes enttls to pastare.’” Avery Turner wan
superintendent of the Southers Divisicn of the Sants Fe which
ineluded the Arkanses City Extension. Ha often comarired
thet the land opening "‘made & very bard summer's work for
Bim,

Frank MeMaster whe arzived at Oldabsma City on the
night. of April 22 said that s ‘' balf-dozen townsite compantes'©
mere pressnk at the opening. Ong of them wes the Oklaboma
Town Compsny or “*Oklsioma Colony,” an unincorporated
bady of individuals recruited from tows in Kanias  Boongse
it was formed at Colony it was calied the ' Colony Crowd.”" Dr.
Delos Walker of Greely, Konsas, or Reverend James Murrw of
Baldwin, Kahmas, was president of the company.
leaders were James H. MeQartney, Jnlm nnmpm lnd. ) P
Walker, brother of Dr. Walker. A. C. Sealt thought it
probabls tuat the fimt legal sottlers at om.lmm. City were
members of ilis compsay. They approached from the south
bout 1:10 pan., and on finding the Seminole Town and Im-
provement, Company in poksession of the mos§ desirable site,
proceeded to seitle upon the Military Rasrvation of Oklabome
Station, 8 quarter seciion east of the railroad end porth of
present Reno Avenue. More than 200 members of the com-
paoy came to Okluhama City. S

ool vo Editar, Firitor, Aprl 22, 3889, The Cheomicles of Onlahemme,
vnl?umv'wg!(tlﬂﬂ'h Ehie dmg the grobib od
envctud Didshoma. Jonrict. duting the srokibit
o s m:ul:lx. I, and Lol 1o buuw ot awn o iz h"l e
ad e M" sy mal by taing
iy Py R
1 applisd et B i e v o, W
:l‘nu'l‘\mY!lrI. T Yok, VI, Mo, 3 {Sept 3520, P P
5, B Lopun, “Arery Twmee Colebraies hia Fiicdh Yo ot
tinopun Semcg, et Py Magmaine, Vb XIX. (A, 19251,
S btann Tt R, ot od Honw of Obofoms . o Dein
Walker came v Olll: o Ell‘ hﬂ:, T l w novelty I‘llﬂ olﬂllll(ll" ol
ook, & skstch of e ke o his” phanoprash
aze dn il e cir, vol. 2, po B9
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While the Okluboma Town Compeuy wus Lhus futilely
spending ths afternsou of April 22, their rivals, the Semingle
Town and Improvement Clmpln_y. st GarrFing nus with
high efficiency & wells 3 Dick,
their agent, was at the Gul.l.irlc land gffiee where the fulllwm!
nollum wes dimly inseribed with poncil in & wract book:
| Tosusite lpplml on, April 22 A9 ut 3:16 P.BL"%  Before
Joho 1. Dille, ter, Llick wmade the following affidavit:
““I, Louis 0. ]Jmk of Guthrie upplying Lo enter a townsite do
lolemnly swear, thet neither 1 nor auy of ita deeupsuta thereo!
did enter upon aud oecnpy any pertien of the Janda deseribed
and declarcd open Lo ontry 8 the Prasidént’s proclamation
dated Mareh 23, 1889, prior te 12 o'cleck, noon, of April 22,
1880."" The lpplluuoh wes a8 follows:

1, Louis 0. Diek, Trustes, &b séf forth 1o the areld
i

secordleg o (hele
Pramaesin. seeticas by and Sish
By ietcnticated piat of Ahieh 41 vmesie. w bo
Breashiag, io Dn altasted (o I8 atDllcalin, da socn e8 che ssize oay

v prépared, and st which o my authoriy o mal thia applies-
Tt P it Do Breasaiea. Lon -

The following minuee were made a1 8 meeig of “hie
mup-nu of the townslte of Oklshoms City”

embgrad that at s mestiog of L orcupants of (e lands
abons dascr et i Boer Eaeive Selock Boch. oF the SHod day of
Apsll, 1683, the followlog procesdings were had.

7Tho vicapaste of sid trteln betag dul
art

wunmined wod aseumbled
e Hee. D. T Lilflar

motieg,
chulrmAz, Ao B, Wolta,
moved, ond unoclmously sdopted thet Lauby
o v trustns of (b accupenta of maid
45 appliclion Lo e Lund Oifigs at Gulhrle, to euter
e same for the purpavay of . Lown e beaetle of e
0BupABls thehsal, adeuiling Lo th tion,
Catmoualy ndnsiad, . was ordored (At the ke ot satd owmoien

PN GLO, 0t s Mok w0l 35 1 140, D'y alllutn aod the

policali e Town and Inmnwmml Carpany -
h N L0 toemaie bon Mo & shoicual coy of the de
tha Cklahoma Hinlorizal
o S e Jom, ok B Bortost, and d Joha, € Detuner,

aed recelrer e Cklahomn Cily land office, sal Ieve a B0 el znu
haing i Lewis O Dick a4 wah whive b m..af., or then_ recded,
ar Tor "mhom ar in what capachy Ba was sciag' Th satemet 3 I8
Tomusile Traseen o George E. Thoralda and AN
sito box 140, oz ci.
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21 prepared by the Semingle Town and Tmprovamest Company, &
‘TRAMAUOD CalBUDE under tis lawa of the St of Kansas, which

ira
s to Dl application to snter sald I
28 the mme could b don

A "true ropy oF said minutes " wes written in longhand on
foulseap paper and “‘of and for the ovcupants ed
by the rnnowmg persons: Sidney Clarke, presiden

ho. B Frod, Chs, ()

Hudaon, W, 1L, Searle, R C. Ba
l..:ule'r Illulnrd “’ﬂ.mn "dumen B, Weaver, 8. D. slnedonald
'S, Zinn, D, A, Harver, Clrke and Weaver had served

in Congrass,

When the Oklahoma Town Company learned that <he;
were on the military reservation they went west of the T
rond, and an election waz held on April 22 In Ure Nutiowal
Archives is the **Poll-look ™ listing 04 electdrs.

The judges ac the elevtion were John ilolzaptel, Ilenry
A. Miller, and C. C. Kineaid. ity offivers were clected, Uie
uttber of votes being s follows. James Mucray, magor, 304,
C. F. Walker, clerk, 302; Robort troasurar, Wi ; 3 B,
Woods, atiomiey, $04: John Helwplel, polive awige, .iw J l-‘
Harrison, un.gmm:r, 304, The following sunneilue
wlected and ca ed 304 votes. L A Millor, Samusl
Cmm 1-‘ ry .J ¥. Donabge, A. L. Woodford. tn Apri
25 M subsoribed 10 the ving_oallh before Joha B,
u-lLoway. Uml.ed Slate Commissioner, Dm.rl\.l of Kansus for
die Dndien Territory: * 5 swear that 1
will gupport the rzitution of the Larited Sinter and perform
the duties of Mayor of the City of (dduhoma to the best of Wy
sbility. So help me (iod." J. Lo Brmwn eonsidersd it a s
Toctane_for the Gkl Tovon Compuny thut Murray was
'8 very mcnk reasonable. and
‘hoomer."" st the Sen| nd Improvenent
Company tnnk parl whalever in the elevtion.

The Oklahome Town Company ellied itsll with the
citizens’ movemeut which asscrtod a special intercst in the
Tegiol between Dresent Reno Aveuue aod Grand Avenue, sast
of Wulker Street. In 1890 Marion Tuttle Rock wrols of the
situation on April 22, 18BS:

Tha "Fall Beok™ 1o m NA, GLO, 1ownaii box 140, Node the namey

of Macdaneld, and Zinh ia e titten, snd in the joll bk, See Appeadis
& for the numem ol the 34 clectu
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Platodt upen which Ohlehoma Clty dv ao® bullk, for Tuny
Balt & olle aqinre, e sovcrod mih peapie wara soloeling
oty lnslﬂ;l:].ﬂ ar

Dilah o1y

M
g tho v voins meringh mere bald drning
ER e Gl Rde PR Eihe Al e

of April 2% su uisncessslul effort. wos

On the lorenod

3 pm, just wesl of tho peesent Llucking Hotel. 4. C. Scolt
wes olevted chairman. A citizens’ vommittee of fourteen ineu
was eosen and cmpowered to survey the townsite sid Givide it
inta strects, alleys, blocks, and lots, Members of e sorumiytee
came Erom not Iess Uion nioe states. They were Arney,
John 4. Bll\.khurn. w 11 Ebey, . . Moore, 1% 15, Murphy,
Charles W, m_Raney, Angele Q. Scolt, (. T
Sonlt, W, F. $he: Omr M. Violet, J B, Wheeler, M. 11,
Woods, B, N, Wondscn, Listed in the ol hook were Black.
burn, A, C. Seoll, C. T. Seott, Wiceler, Woode, snd Waodson.

u T. Szun thus surmmed, up the situation confronting the

“There were tents 8l over U mrects and evary-
where. and they knmew ib lad to be adjustad” He giwo
mnid &

azon the commlltes of fourtasn was BPDOILA

e purgea: of aurveyiay (hy oy olo lols sod Lieckn, one i
Jug Beople 0B tholr Jau.

Storotary 1ok Sith sald tho eomtitice wia "tke ont-
The e mecling
bors

growth of the emergency of the houw
fasted three honem, and the Siiens” sommittes began
that night. No rules were provided to govern their dEhhp
tipna, They proceeded {0 organize by elecling Blackburp aa

1 Tentlmony of C. T. Sevtt jo uumnrﬂgms Buller end W, C.
Arsold v C. 8. Bickind, Nav. )5, o bax 125
clection af e cogni e i mm mestin

peron. proposed.
Tovtind up in'n g wod memsmes Ne wox clageed #nd comeiinen
e An n role he wan ehcted, A mslation wee paused that

nge my than one man should be elected |rom one_wate. f wha esciod
o Tose, il Tk s o ot man S Tesan, Gt 11k
man repesented
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chairmen. A vies chairmau and secrelary were chosen, and
minuten kept. A towneite of 330 stres was designated. Priee
enid it was the duty of tha commiltee to employ “a eorps of
engmggﬁ qud Joy off lots and adjust lota to differenl
claimams. ™™ The committee divided ts work and divided
itaelf into :ubmnmntlees five acting all the time an the award-
ing comminiee. A rule was sdopted that where there wes &
conflict belween the parties, contestents being present and
presenting their cluims, the Awsrding commitiee would thew
&nd there pass upon aad sward the lot (o the party claimant
appesring from the testimony to be eutitled 0 it 83 prior
staker,  Violet said that by & resolutien, the sommitiee of
fourteen decided *'to take us il imitial puint of Lhe suryey
the sputheast cormer of the quarter section, aud ron & lint
westward on the townghip jine.'”

0n Weduenduy moruiag. April 24, the citizens: mmnm
with ita commitige of fourteen began to gurvey lots, o
& belf days behind the well-planned uhedule of the Semmnle
Town and Improvement Company. This survey was by many
cosiferad arbitrary, dnd “‘drew together sich a vast ¢on-
courss uf people that the military was ealled out to hold the
erowd back so that the commilee could proceed with its
work." The seetion line, used by the surveyora 8 a base Jive,
is 20w the cemee of Reoo Avenuc. Tha worlt was kuowa ue
¢itisens’ gurvey snd procteded north from the base line,
Tlmz in Oklalioma ity proper was laid cut the first avenne or
street runuing due eost and wost.

Trailing far behind Louis . Dick, James Murray sent by
mail an applieation to the Gutlizie land offics. Tt was pre-
sented for filing ou April 24 ut 9 am. The atatemont in. the sp-
plication wes Mucrsy's swon song for wayer.

I, Jemee Murrsy of Oblahoms baving been duly olocted an
Mgt of ths fomn ot Oklwioea CHy in Oklanoms, ndise. Torellery,
oz

jubablianis of the lowe of Oklshoma eforessid, (ho Elf, woctlon 33,
Towahis L5, Rabte s Weal coMAIMAE. thres Lordred Lns menty

the (estimony of Prles awd Vialer given Décember 12, JB2d, o
yriges g St 5 2%,

4o Frank ., NA. GLO, tomnnite box

39 bumrag's apphcation fied oo Aprl 25, 1008, & in NA, GLO, 1omn
slie_box ) ed i L ing Wutement: I,

. Walker, the duly chested Cuy 4o
hereby ceni ¢ James Murray who meke thy mbove application to
[ .E: abore application for_the befalt of the tilres of
o uly rlaclz: and inas r (ur the presid

y o eyo

s o n[lw:rl ol i o wod i quellied 1o ant an such” To caleiin

s et dorable, Tor bt oeganised e H. E. Ciusch ia

Okighom iz, See dhw, “Fiat Cb rch Servicer ko Oklakoma Sty Afuer

19'52])22' lﬂl&. Chraisizy of Oklaboma, Yol, XUV, No. | {Spring,
»
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sazsa accarding 10 plat oa His i thy lapd oiflc, for which | bate
agresd with iha Reglator to gl% 4L (hg Tite of oo 267100 doliars
per acre.

Station grounds of the Santa Fe were rectangulnr, extand-
ing from just nouth of Mirst Streot almeat to the southeast
sdrter of section 33, The rectungle extended 156 feet west
of the railroad. The southwestern slant was corcested by the

citizens’ survey south of Urand Avenne by establishing San
Fe Gtreet, twa blocks long, The west side of the street wan
d.rnwn aa nglﬂ. angle to the st and west section line.
1A treot is about sixty fcet wide at the gonth
ol amd ghone ten Feet, widee 8t the 1irth Ed-

“The chief work ef the vitisous' survey was the cateblish-
ment of California Aveuna 100 feet wide, with five blocks o
each side of it. The blogks ars 200 feet wide and 400 feet long,
and wuiloruly contain J2 lols to the block. They conform
caaclly to the peltern ef the Dick plat for the area between
Hobinton Avetiue ahd L1ndsol Avonue, notth of Main Street>

south evemies made by Lie citizens' sucvey wore
80 Feet wide. Thore remained ulong the weal side n steip about
70 feel wide which was named Walker Street, & highwway not
provided for - on the Dick plat. This was 8 ke il the
Semiuole survey becausn it reached bevond the helf seetion

end caused Walker Strect Lo be locaied too far west. Th

eitizens' aurvey wanted cast end west avenues south of Main
sireet 1o be 100 Feet wide, ond ot 80 [eet as designated o
the Dick plai.

Some of the comwnitiee of fourteen aided the surveyors.
Violet said: My duty was to wark and numher the stukes
od most of the Linc [ was Following the kurveyors pubting the
nunbers on e stakon  They somolines were o block and
sometimes 8 blozk and a half ahead of i
commities setiled Jumerons eoutests sunmaril

Le

¥
motiee of their activn, decisions in & book.
Vidlet anid that nllnnl the Gme the awarding committue was
in sction it wes “‘ynifarmly ' the sase that every fellow was
ou his lot loo] after il In some canes Uie coanmitten soems
ta huve been two weeks belrind the surveyors.

Jobn A. Blackburn said
April 20 or “hefore il was made.”

ame to Oklehoma City on
T testifying of his nervices

= This
was ln "soul

o

n of the Dick plat became per itk
to the Dick slal in regard fraptipes hllth and
kot akng Broadwny.
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perforned about April 25 u & member of the swarding com-
mittee bo a1i

e Ay we Drocesded Ib the wward, Uiwre wan o 004 Many pecple
r_lgh}lawln; sions with the commiites a5’ thay procseded to award lote
omm!

. mlmhlr of the commilter, ¢
which waw ullmlly ankad;
et e T

The awarding committee Possessed no Buthority bo deter-
mine the legal rights bebween differcnt clgimants, Tt they
had power behind them, supported by public sentiment, to
onforce their decisions. They isaned certificates for virtmally
all the 1ot in the cilizene’ survey, exteading from Reno
Avenue to just narth of Grand Avenue Herbert 5. Bufler
snid that the certificales were recoguized by the people as an
abnest Absolute titlc aL the lime of bwtanes. Violet and O. T.
Srotl agreed that thy certilicater were gauerally recognized
by the Deople. Viulr:t said thy ¢ ates *'were Uhe resnlt
of the commi examinaticn into the fasts at the time im-
medjately xll!t ull this oneurmd Wm given only upur, L'ha

nod
Te Taben aurhodr

the
l.llcy hmme um.ufml 1hat the nlnlmlnt +was the occupam. -l'
the 1
on April 28 Dick wailed 10 the Cuthrie land office *The
$eminole Town and Tmprovement Compuny's plst of Oklahoma
City, Indian Territoky," and with it & copy of the minntes of
1 Tentimony Blucklan on Fel:mlry ., bel the board ol
Towndite Vumécs 1 (e cdve ol Betiy . Tywedeny FA
Eireis Avcaus s Bl o™ fi'.ﬁ" s g'ﬂ““?:ms' Fovaiert
Hiaraia. Aveave a imson Sareet, finally awarded to ol
BLM, Qdfnhoma City Fracr m p. 17, See also Okishoma Chy ». Tr:mla'

Bowars foued thet ln the judilal
provisionst ..,.mmm J i i v
inpliande than eley ' " Ruch wes the vase ,of Burphs”

r.lk ni

Fove Ko particn 0 have. thelr Tamher

t solog on m lat atter il wa wwarded I anal
= Temimony of O, B V 1 al H bcn S Bunler snd ¥, C.

Aok o EB Relont, Mo 13 GLO, bex 15,

revndgy centifiente japged ta 5. Rul

tary of thn Cilizcar’ Commitfrs,

Wa, 1 (Spring, 19600, p. 9.




=0 Chronicles of Dklokoms

the meeting on April 22 of “'lhe oreupmnts of the townsits of
Oklalonie City."™ The plat is 24 by 30 inchea and ia of Eub-
ntaotial plat material. Perhaps mo other docwment in a8 Te-
vealing us this plet iz shewing the influcnes of the company
in layiag out Oklaboms City, The rurvey was zade by Carlos
Chamberlin who Dan W. Perry snid wan a *“sconer’’ from
Gireat Wand, Kau CHamborlin. made the survey “at the
instance of & private <ifizen, whose name he refussd to dis-
4lose’” a1 o heaving submequently hold by the register end
cecelver OF the Guthric land offise. Tliere is no evidenes that
Dick wis  sooner, but he filed @ plat made by & sooner.

Angelo O Seott gs chaizman of tha citizens” committes sent
the Fellowing telegram to the Secretary of Lhe Interior en
April 26: ““Please do not sceept plat ot Heminola Town Com-
pany or auy othor compmmy fir (his townsite Citiens’
survey uow in progesss’™ On the same day Strother M.
Shwkslagvr Commissioner of Lhe Generel Land Qffies, replied :
N right ‘of towmsite entey by private sorporation san be
roeognized in any way under the law.”" Tha Seminole Town
and Tmprovement Company elaimed the right to issum 1ot
certifigates nud to charge the Yot holders for them.’ Sontt
and ather Ieading men in Oklahoma City opposrd to the conw-
paby knew that its actions were without legal basin It was
Lo et official confirmation of this fact Wit Seott sent the
telegram.

On Apzil 26 the citizens' survey reached Clarke Straet,
now Grand Aveawe, where 5 mel the survey of the Seminole
Town wnd Impravement Company. If the eitizens’ survey
were eoutinued il would disturb the survey mads by the
onmpnrw, iucluding the loes

. coufarande thet even

dosided o reswme Ul urvey the following morning. Angelo
C. Seott wanted to harmonize the sorveys for reamoms of
oxpodietity bat the other memhers of the committee voted
unauimowsly againgt his recommendstion and he real igued
From the committes. On the moening of April 37 the cilizemn’
Aurvey was stopped by threat of foree emmnung [
Seminole Town and Improvemeni Com Mrs. Rock
wrof

The rople Lid slceudr sotiied oo thls surmer, emd e con-
lss nvon discovered (hat mny nltempl to enforce s changs in

= The gl was m.ma at the Cutliric land affice sfice 4 pm. oo April
dod befort @', o Al 20, K vas [lid oo Apll 29 a0 § e The
|...aa|_(l§u Sied e

" Sm InL. April 36,
from Shncll‘lﬂl l;vSr.ou. April 28, 1855, NA, G'-O Tﬂc\lmm ol 1‘
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ach sattlementa ~ould ocly end in riot end bloodshod. The preple
Tira, are

ouly Lo bave by

wae I homesaeker
b GorieBiovs Of oM The GLIBGE Wes &t over B
" hind wap scon U grasp (ne Sver-roads Neapon Blosished

kit

A gensral meeting “of fully four thonsand"’ whs held at
2 p.m. ot which Angelo C. Svott presided. It was agreed ihat
five men whould be chesen hy the north side party and five
men Ly thg south side party LS comprise the aitizons’ adinst-
ment committes or coufevence commillec.  Chosen
north side were James B. Wetver,
€. Scoit, Boses Neal, and
Jobn T. Yoss, Jobm Wellaee, C. F. Walker, 3. V. Barney,
sl C. T. Seatt.  Weaver was ehowsu @5 chainuan,  Wallase
sid: I was on the Graud Aveoue committec, and there
was & Main Strect commitiee, There wes & Seminole survey
and there was s citizens’ purvey and we ast together 1o raske
& comprotuise between those trvo surveys.'”™ Jumes Gezry,
Oldahoma City banker, ntated it thus: *‘There were two
surveys, one from the north and the other frows the aoush.
They didn't join, and the eitizens’ committoe undertook as [
understood it to stop thers and settle it as it stood.

The eonfersnce comnitian wih conterned primarily with
e five blocks Letween luin Street and Grand Avenue, cast
of Walker Steoat. On the Diek plat the streets south of Muin
are Clarke, Couch, Prost, Peck, Noel, and Sommern. On the
plat Bmirlway andl Binin Strest are 100 fect wide. Robinson.
Harvey, and FIndson ars 60 feot wide, Al enst and west
streets except Main are 80 feet wide

Oklahoma. City proper was in the SB 3 of section 31
Coming sontl: the Santa Fe railroad intersericd the nertheast
<Croer of Lhe quarter mection, end eoutibued in a slightly
sonthwastern dirpction. The east burder of the Dick it ia

See the tatimony of Wallcs end Gency iven Dicembey 12, 1090,
e Fmik Mebtamer cpe HA. GLO. i gl Luix in n’.:

o 4 Hitmy of he

d
¥ On the Dick gt e “och oo i ot i of Haia Strest coren:
fad wilh thins o the sonb ide, eseept the an Brambens i st and west
1 in hlotka 6 and 23 aca on the sonth sida of the bleckt: on the corth side
2f Muin Sy cant end “wat tots i blocks 7 and 22 are o0 tht o de
Pt
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parsllel to L'he raileoad and is 150 fect west of it In actusl
survey use wae made of & north and sotth line G0 feet from
the mailrand, worth station grounds, This edded four
loia, each % Feet wide, 1o the lier of blocks alowg the eeat
border of the plit, north of tho station grounds, blwin Street
it ungle to the Tuilroad eud Tuns slightly to the
wnd. aireets (o the north were Laid out parallel to
Main Streer.

Tt has been explained Hist he citizena’ survey ook the
southeast, corner of the quatier etk & the initial point.
Reno Avenus, Califgruie Avens Grond Avenue were
luud ont el right angles to the -a».c mmn Tine, not Lo the
| These avenuos run dircetly esst and west, The
muzens 1||r\ej overlapped that of the Seminale Town and
Compaay, eutting off the north end of bldeks on
clmn smeL This averlap wes obout 37 fect at the station
grounds and becawne groster as Une line procceded west.

The ¢onference comnittes proceeded promptly teo edjust
the two surveys. Vidlet said that “'npon the seitlement the
ling of the Semiuole wax draren 10 the alley between Grand
[Avenue] and Maiu Street, and the sitizens’ survey was k-
Towed to stand 1up o the eley, conforming in perk with the

A publie square was designated in the eentar
tho five blocks belween Bain Street and Crand
Avenne?® A total of twenty wedge lots, rauning sast Lmi

est, were placed in the five Dlorks  Angels O Seo
lots were established ““much &2 5 mason throws fillers ln'.u a
stone wall” The distanea Erow MWain Street ta Grand Avenus
i% 5213 foet furthor on Walker Street than on Brosdway. AN
the blocka in the quatter section and in the 80 acres comprising
the region between Fourth Street and Seventh smu. npt
permanently Uic mumbers assigned Lo them on

The most i lhe
Sunetion of Wie two snrveys hre jogn in the iroels where
they oross Gramd Avewne, and the ehange in width of the
sirectn at that place, Coming north, Walker Strest ne
Atruptly inte block 62 At the north side of Grand Avemue,
the west border of the strect south of the avenue being in line
with the west. side of block 62,

The saat xide of Rroadway jogs about 50 feet. to the west
at the intersection of Grand Aveme. The cene of the jogs

R The e pblc e i ol uf e e bocky comainad 5 e

20 woare e, and Lo 1 as a1y Biirimrs oy
an January 10 ) LN
Tiatres 812 BL; rcerd ..,l Prrerta v, G35 1o e e saie o the
Tands, we son af Morch 12, 1728, 45 Stawrs, 487,
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on the sonth nide of the evenue was tha establishment of Sente
Ia Sircet, and the policy of the citixens' survey o
poiform blocks and Evenues west If Sents Fe Street
had not been established the jog an Promdway eeaccely would
he notieed, but the other jogs on Grand Avennie would hav
been more pronounced : gnd there would have heea mo ghrest
in front of the rnilway depot, If the eitizens’ sorvey had wot
been made, the Town and Improvement Company
certainly would hiave sontinned their survey es shown on the
There wonld have been no orgasion 1o make joxs
) Gland Aveutie, wor wowld The odditiss have been made
hetween that aventie and Muin Street™ The Seminole Town
d Tmprovemont Cotupatuy should have taken a section Tioe
as 1 base ling, but sinee time was of the ssence they probably
thought it dvntigeous to operale from the railzead,

AL A general mass meeting at dusk oo Satarday, Apeil 27,
Weaver read the report of Llie conference committes. It wes

¥ approved and berame wn established fect in Okla-
homa City.® owever many persons found their clains were

settler lost heasuse of the chinge of surveys:

(To Conllune Wih Part Two)
“PROVISIGNAL GOVERNMENT"

APPENDI 4

Lint trom ihe “Folt Bock, (Natfoual Archiven) givin
ef slaetors In the OFlnhoma Town Compony
April 23, 105
J Adume, Nerin L Afams, W. 6. Adklon, W. C. Alezsnder
Allen, nold,

E

tien and
Lo hahoms O
rpitad of Socnert
Tor 12 Gtiehams Kansas Ll Times, A n |m
haw

41Tba sscond article of 1 %
#rment of OXlnhoma et e e o
tepect wae viruslly reminsed hr the hmnﬂl it qua” order iuoed by
ey Degarimens 1.

S montie B o eatrvton of e ot ongm\ Dkluhoms Gy land seuct
and ieble showlng ifu sectlement. process, P T




a4 Chromiries v} Oklaoma

b0, Thomas Carlial, I N, Garr. 8. 7. Garroll, 8, 5. Carter, ™. B
tor, Chatten ot B e, Chatans R
m-. ﬂmr w- 2 N Colemsn, W. B Copdon, B. Crum, 8
Do 55 Dart. B & Durts THomts A Deko, Enarise 1. Degver:
v L4 a Bennoy, H. F. De-uu
Doutron, Donaldeon, F. F. DOWLE, H. DIigs,
- X nrus-. Charion Dn!mnu. 3. D fumean & 1. Ditn, s Durall,
. Bants rwards, | Epat, L. Sitlon, J. T pu

i 4 Flay e,
. & n.mm..., e Gutbrait, . ¥, Gard
F Gebr, B Q. Ghars'-

oz
drin s Rerao, w L ey . EMeny, Georga Hil
Al H Hogges, D Naiingamotth,
Bt Holmes, © 3 Helinostur.

Jobn Holzapfel, Housc: E. C. Hughus,

w. L. Huben, 6 k. Hnnllyy‘ 5 e . Fasctems, 7o <, Hoore:
W. A ller, W. L. Ingram, F. Ismert, O F. Johnson, .Iubn Jehneox,
ne Toltey, L ot Jamed s dudus, D. D tudy, i 1 Kasbear.
H. Kinceld, Kincald, Jumes B, Klncali,

Tiobert. KIBchl, M. H KL, R H. KaIght, dacon Kaots, Wia

Fonctim, 5. . aawor: & F. T
James MeCarle) H. MeCartnoy, J. & MeQaslster, !‘ F. Me-
Crackan. 3050 MeOaiy, 5. T Bedee, S Neguwan. 6 . A
haron 'W ichie
LW N

an,
Muler, 3 L
. Moars, L el e el i
G H Notman Logis L. Nortirap. Juies Mool

A A Ny

oa
X W

ugh o, A Forion, B PhllllDK- Q'
Pllkugion, L. D, Pl(kinmn Wbk Fre, o W Quimby, B 8 Guimdy,
E. H. Radal oy, David_Teass:
T P. Roozey, 4. &

1.C. Sanders.

Traey, L H Vv\hullx»
VT, 1R Vantten, TN, Wame,

C. P. Walker, Doloa Walkar, Eussns watacs. Jobn Wallsss,
8. Walluce, W. .J. Wi M 3. B. Wheal "hn Whits, BL M. Whiiney,
T. W. Whirake Fistomers, Gectts Wher, 1B, Wil
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L. 8, Willlms, B. F. Wieo Wilisan,
I F. Minaue, H. Wiagoth, H ® Wln\l, T B Fiaeieket, Ot
W. Wood, A, L. Weedfard, 1. O, Woodt, M, H, Woods, B, N. Woadeo,
Thomas M. Wright, A O, Yoegar, H. B, Yesger, J. B Youos.
5. Youag, Joun §, Zian.

APPENDIX ¥
e, F1d
homa Clty Impds
Smtared tor wownAlta purposes
. - - e .
ol 0B Wie Dorth by Ssventh
iract wan n halt
o | r ded along
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ST Ao for more tha: Tl
.
N £
a
1
& b
= WLME
&|
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sun et [of28W ey | e cuman

n n o

JOE o |mg cover | MRS nawir

shel s
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2404 entrlen of Quarier Seationg st
Chlakomn City

ba followlog Lable shoWe tho aeltiemiohl Process sl OkIABomk
(ity me Fosorid 1 The
1, Munegomect,

hom: n of the Gemerel

v “Otiice: "G~ fownslte AIsan of Lhe same offioa,

" OEWK of me 3 Dwid W Cilta eotsred Aprll 21 38
Samcplled b7 olimauimeawnt un Juvw L, 10; suiafad th sami
dny by Jabn e B 3. 1103 on Fab 16, 1835,

mtered April 33, 1889 cancelod
Aug. by’ Elin

158 s,
<.'2din
& EWY of mec. 27, Bwers Whils mam Aml 2i L689: cancel
by rolinguishment on Nov. 29, 1850 o oy M

ad ‘thy parn
Baragel MUTpRy Wha reenived I, 6. 6t 1 i une o 801,
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4. NWi of s 03, Awe Jomes antored April I3, 1880: eancelod
v G Folb 8, 1A55; Jobk W, Brawik aBiered Fub. 13, 1995,
an ed I €. 1391 ou Apell 11, 18!

NEW of scc. 3 The uorth balf of tho quicter sectlon oaterst
Ty Samuel Crocker on Aprll #, 1483; cancaled by “H" ou Die.
 morih balf of the qnar

lzglnn wnlch axtomios oo

Tho piat was

o s mm from ibe plat

nod Improvement Cimipkty, sxoopl BF

teht ndlustment alone Walkar Sirsut, rod the brisnsion of

p nlong the wlde of the scooer plat.

W of Y J, HoCiura sntered AEL 36, 1095

mma!m |.,- n-uuq et an Fub 25, 1881; eniered the sema
fuy by Georyo W. MRabEy Who Muade C. E. 615 00 Aux. 6. 1602

5 W of 3, dabm £ adams amaorsd Aerll 53, 1699, cenegled
by 5 on P, 21, 19051 aEtered ou Marsls b 139G by Or. Roba
W. Higglos who soenlead F. G, EHID, Aus, 10, H

b SEY ot mer 83 Eaterod wn the lowoslis of onuunm 2 ciy e
Sent. 3, 2090, by m-nme tTuiesa EAET N, Smest, Lavi
and T

1 SWA of me B Tasrve tor o Usry QUTponon by expeuliy
grdor of Aril 8 14 Metaguiehed by War Deparumval, and
by xecutive ordor of S¢pt 55, 1882, (adaterred lo ou ol
Iotlor Dapwrimar: for Slipeo dac net of Julp 4, ma;. o

e ine drd by law, Graate bms.
Clly far “publlc Tree nehana” by ach of AU fy 1631

) %0t gon. & Mashack M, Couch antared sy 35, 1889; an
S oy B Tl 108 et Al 1933, by 4wl
Cohe whe recomell B & 3033 oo Raesh . J097"

® T & Eatersd 48 1he twpally ot Souta Oklaliomn -

Dee. 3, 1301, by tewnaite (rostags Chorlew J. Joues, Angsle
Soott, apd Mosan o)

of wee. 3

Cilrla A, Calboun sntersd April 23, 190 (142
ed by rellaguiskment as (s Jot 0o 19 {IE acrce on

on March 18 LEac-
e

e bom
. 188 malntag 138 o b
1055, g Tawen . DcCaranea s ot B o Aurn
4, 183K
W ot o L Touaph Coued wuleren April 26, 1485 147 ecten):
canesled by reiloquishiment an 1o the §1 ik of tae Hort
Cain 13| s

! n

bomo try was ‘cancolod hy rmnuulunmn: on
e i s remaining 8 aeran wai rad ihy same
4y by Thomaa C. 1444 who mais 0. B 116 on Mazen 5, 1683,

tion of he samof 45,000 Caul elinguished 1o the towm
i truck: Fuller o Gsule et ul, 21 L D, 176 (18950,
¥ 3# inches, wod s in NA, GLO

e
of Qo Bl
pplemzaal ate'of o et i 28
towanite box 1
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SE% 8¢t 1. Bisaback Q. Cauch sntered A
by Tolinquishment on Mey 2F, 13%3; nte
u G Kb tn Who made 2. E. 1144 03 Bebe. 30, 1991

W e 8 Bach Ane Salnes ontered dorl) 05 1888
T8 aitesh: catealod by rollBguARISARL ap fo
otk wile ot the Tinor en Ot 1. 18%); the 19 acres :,-_'u u;; rod

md 24, e eancalad
eame dey by




