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THE INDIAN TERRITORY 1LLUMINATING
OIL COMPARY
Frouk B, Finney, Sr.>

The Phoenbe Ol Company, predecessor of the Indian
Tertitory Wuminating O Compmiy, had siready Legun
operations va its Osuge oil and gas lease and bad completed
two dry Doles when the Cudahy Ofl Compeuy’s discovery well
oae iought s 1 produciag wel in el 1857, 1o wark the
begianiag of the ail industry in what

pai Baetleasille o the tmap g the original oil town ani
gm.;w-y Tor oil fields to come.

the Cudaliy woll cime in the cvidence thas oil
eould be Tome important quanitiea in the Indian Territory
whs ineanclusive, but it was \:nnwn to e)lsl in some. measura.
Springs had long beew known from whi

cuvered by the ladians and used for modicine, and scseral of
these wore Frequented fus hoalth rasorts,

Traees of ml wore found in wells dug for salt, and if the
inform ded down is refiable, one of them sunk st
Grand 8 :mw Suling, on the Grand River flowed st the
rate of ten barrels & day for & year! A few shallvw *poat
boles™ mear Chelsea produced oil which waa sold locally for
cattle dip aud atle gremse. Showings of oil and an ware
found in & test drilled to 1400 feet on Oh and sboct
iwelue mileo wert of Aoka in 1889, And i i recorded that in
one of two wells drilled on the prosent townsite of Muskoges
in tha Cresk Nation, ot wes found but the title was io doubt
and it wan ahnnr]ﬁned Pomuve mtnrmuun cn these =ar'|y

well js on n rm histori ll hlm: with vaiid rmrd- 62 the first

*Me. Fruk ney, Se. wan fing cmplored by the 1 7. 1
Ocioher, 1904, -mi u:muﬂ, . .en:rﬂ wpunnl eudent of b &-ﬁﬁ
l!ldmln e LT L O Lllheculu'

. Fipoey caniinged Jn. s Gealogiea] Drariment 5
Senicu Coy Company umil bia relomeet o 1954, Hia contsbo
cae o 2 Chouile 08 b “Easy Moy of b Todian Tervitory
Il W il Company™ ¢l h.iﬂwno wyn linbed mucrll an the
baginniogs of the ol lndmm " Oltewmn,  Ms. Fioa Ay or o of
b Tate T. M PLn wha came 1o Pawhuske In 1673 and -u
e rder e e K o ho Tl T, T W,
TFinney'n -1f= wan Ihr #sier of John M. Flarsr, poved ireder a1 Gras Horee,
Qaags Nalon, who s mentioopd in dhin anlele—Ed,

2 Murial K Wnﬁl, "First Oldaboma Qi) Produced 1859," Chronltles o}

Oldzhoma Ve ' No. 4 (Dresmbor, 1926, pp. T72728)
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well in present Oklahome of anbstantiel praportions and from
which pipeliue sales were made.

The edjoiniug siala of Eansas had made much more
progress in {he srarch of oil dud ges. Alhongh ax eerly as

1673 gas was usad for lighting purposrs from a migeral well at.
Jola, Allen County, the gas industry may be said to have had
its actual start whoin gas was piped and mued for demestic
porposes frai a well drilled near Paole, Mismi County in 1882

brought ferth uantitics
of gas over the southeastern pert of the siate, and mber of
towiis were being snpylied gas for lighting, eocking anid
heating purposes before oil became o component part of the
oil and gas business in Kansas.

The il industry in Kansns properly datss From m pro-
ducing well drilled w 1892 by the carly contractors, Metiride
siul Bloom for a former Penwsylvanian, W, 3L Mills, loeared
on the T. J. Normen farm peur Neddesho, @ lidle town in
Wilan Caunly on the Verdigeis Wiver. Thik well is note-
worthy s being recognized not only as the fitsl commercial
oil well completed In Kanses but sise the first in the great
sroa wow khown ss the Mid-Continsnt. field.

This dseovery prosiding the Imowledge dhat gotraleum
was to be found in this large region west of Uic Mississip
Sndicatihg ity widespread exintence wan vaslly of wore impor-
tance then then could be forseen. The emazing sontribulion
petroleum would make to the lifo and grawth of the Nation was
ubreveslod in its magnitude much gs the oEfbots on the countey
of auclear diseaveries are hidden today.

The internal combustion engine destined to make svaeping
chinges nud take the connty sut of the horse and baggy oge win
in the experimental stage. Korosene For lempa, Inbrisants for
machinery and wheels for the railroad Lrains, wogons and
buggies, were the ysen for the produsts of the oil mdustry.
Napththe, the gascline of todey, wax & nylsance, GAnRErous 4o
headlo agd 1o be gotien Tid of af the Tofinerics 65 A tronble-
woms &nd useless produck. That its objeclionsl cxplosive
propeetics gave it any value wa hardly begun to be suspeated
and it twe to propel horeless carriages had scareely siarted.
In 1896, four yemrs after the Kanaar oil discavercry, there
were llllh' sixteen of these “"benzine buggies” in the whola
Tnited Statcs,

a8 been often told, hefore Bdwin L. Drake struck
oil st Tltusw]le, Pennsylvania in August, 1859, an enterprisin
man by the name of Samuel waa botthieg crude oil W'I‘C{
he ohtained a5 & hy-praduct from selt brine welis and eelling
it for medicine. A cireular, advertiving his discovery shound-
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ed with testimontals of remarkable cures by the s of the
“*most wonderful remedy avar diseovered'' ranging from blind.
news ta taothache. 1P n stary, *‘Jobimy Florer's Axke Grease',
included in IWalfvills Dags’ a book by Alired Hewry Lewis,
a well knowr: author of wesiern ntoties, in te be bekiered, John
N. Flozar, & lictused Indisn trader among the Osagen t tha
Gray Tiorse trading post, swindled the Indians by unmg axle
grease to them just s Kier dufrauded the whitt peaple with
arude oi

Tha lnumr, Mr. Lowis, dnea mede a trip lo Gzny Home
whors he was entartained at the Floror home. As he wea
shown throngh the trader's stors the writer was astounded by
the large number of ceng of axle gremie wtattered abont the
store. It happened that throngh a mistake of the wholesale
houae at St Louis the order from the atora had been more than
doubled. A stock of slmast supthing the Indiens could eell
For which wes carried in the big general etore, included u ntock
of simple medicines gnd the [ndinns were in the habit of call-
ing on the trader for help Prom these etoves when they Aid
Dot feel well. One Sundsy morning, while the visitor was &l
Gray Horse, an Tndian ealled st the Plorer home to get. the
trader to open up the store and give him some medicine 3 he
2aid that he was vory sick, To wmuse his guest, Mr. Florer ex-
plained 1o the Tndian in & joking way thet the ale grense was
& newly dissoversd remedy thet wonld eure any dissase of the
humsn rsee, end that he had ordered it especially for the
Orage Tndians, The author, with the help of bis imagination,
expended the incident into the story for his book.

The axle grease was the Standard Company’s M
brand from ity Whiting refirery near Chicage. The erude
processed there came from the Lima Ohio ficld and wnhike the
oil found in Kanses wen laden with sulphur and was known

Before oil was fonnd in payiog quaatitien in Kinsas, John
Florer had been imbued with the belief that llle Orage reser.
wation was 3 he capressed it *'underlai The idea
"t Erst inplanted in hin raind when &b Indian guided him to
o spot on the banka of Sand Creek and pointed ta a soum
casting tainhows gn the mmrface of the water. The Indien
meneged to sonk 0D and squeeze out of & blanket snongh crede
oil to provide the trader with a ssmple.

After Congress in 1891 enacted & law permitting Tndian
tribes to letse théir Iands for miveral purposen, and oa the
development in Kansan successfully proseedsd, Florer falt
the time had come for hfm to attempt ta bring the plane ha had
pondered over inte buing.  With the menmnce of 8 gvod title
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e st worl ith U Wofold puspose ot obtaining the con-
s=nt of the Ouayes b g and gas Jeare on their
Fruervation, and. €6 S Aud interest £SapopsThle parties of
means and influence in the wildeat seheme.

The Osage full-Llosds were fearful of enything that would
bring ora white pople ito thelr rservalion 1 change their

i
aupport of the mote progressive mixed-blootls to tonvinca
conmarvative Eull-bloads fhat & e on thert Land mey 10 Their
best interest,

Florer's nest move s stzted in ane nf lis letters of that
period; ' After T was thoroughly convinced what I could do
at home 1 Jogked aronnd for & gentleman who could get the
influence and hacking to put the lease through tha Department
at Washinucton and Toond sich & geatleman in Tdvin Foster
of Weatorly, Rlwde Tadund. " Edein 1. Postor and his brother

Henry Fuster hid suceessfully promoted and built the Ver-
digzis Valley and Western raitroad from Kansws City, Missouri
to Coffeyville, Kansas, which heesme e part of the Missouri
Facifie epsten, Through Mz, A, C. Stish, a basker of Tudepen-
dence, Hanzas, and a farmer partner of the Giray Horse
mercantile business, Florer met the Fosters ai, Tndependence
v;lluu Henry F'omr wea living and recsived endorsement of
the propest

Oun ‘Mamh IE‘ 1886, James Tigheart, Prineipal Chief of
the Osage tribe on behalf of the wribe, under and pursuent lo
the eetion of the souncil, signod & Jease agreement with Henzy
Fuster for the piirpose of prospecting and drilling wells, f
mining and producing petrolenm and nataral gas on the enti
Tenervation for  period of ten years, The lease provided s
zoyelty to be paid the Gtuges of one-tenth of all petroleum pro-
cn:'i!d .'li‘d fifty dollate per snoum for each gas well discovered
end wtil

Henry Foater unespestedly died efter a short illness in
New Yok Gity before the lease was aproved by the Secrm.lr'y
of L'h The Osage coumeil then greoted
Fosgter n to substitute his wawe as raprwluuve uf
H':nry Foter ead bia heirs, The lease was approved by the
Hon. John M. Reynolds, Acting Seoretery, under date of April

, 1895, making Fadwin P. Foster, the lestes of the great
Yienket lease o the entire Osage Tesorvation eovering 1470,
559 acTes, an ares twite as 1arge as his native state of Rbode
Inland.

The Phosnix Oil Company was immedistely formsd and
ineorporatad under the laws of Waat Virginis to which Edwin
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B. Foster assigned All his interest in the lense in consideration
ot 30,000 shercs, with par vaine of sl Jer suwre of the capital
stoek of the ecompauy. The stoek, ol
held in the treasury snd not Lo be wld wmunu eonsent of the
awners, was apportioned Lo the owners as follsws:

Organization swek 10 shates
Treasury 5000
Foster 5/16 - T8
Flora & Natlingron S8 - TA10 N
Crane 1/18 - 1582
Faneler & Glem 216 - 512
Simons & Gorilon 3/16 - 4686

A letter 16 Joln Florer from Fdwin Foster dated July 4,
1395 from the Astor 1louse, New York, gives a lint of the
cinl troubles which would beset the Plonnix Compuuy
nnd alsa that there was some opposilion te the leage appearing
in Congress:

-n.. tmuhll 18 wo have Dot baen ebly I place Ihe (ressnry slock
tor duvetepitot purpase, wud this bad boid 14

Sadn Toearn, P worg varkln
@, Flame & Govd bloc ofore golog Tnle Ui fakl, but S0 leltars
Intgrming oe of tha “Seater B o STea B 8 x Jue

‘wboul down but presume be has Kepl 300 Informed
 Jnler nowe (oo I,
The weil was located in the NEY; of Secticn 13-T20-RIOR
8 few miles south of Chautanqua Springs, Kansas, and near
the Kansgs line, Jt was drilled and completed in the sommer
of 1396, by the contrartors, &. P MeBride a . Bloom 1o
& Qepth of 1100 feot. A show of s and oil was found, but
not in suificiont quantities to make & paying well, A seeond
wu'll wu L'omplew(l in September sonth of the Kansas cattle
Etgin, Kansas, in tha MW of Seotien 18-T90 RIOT,
whi w-s also 1 fuilnre.

In view of the discouraging results, operalioms were
d:mmnnmﬂ during the winter, and McBride and Blogm took
a contract o drill the Cndahy 0-1 Onm[mny at the
Tittle muem-nz of Rartlesville, Indian Ter

Although the willege of Rarilesville .‘rm‘] not grown much
from the trading post founded hy Jaka Tartles with a store
wad grist mill, seme substantial wh\k men had Actlledd thete.
Outstandiog among them were (he pioneers Mysrs, George B.
Keeler and William Johnstone. gsaociated in operating & store
there, and who, logether with another ssrly settler, Frank
Overlecs, were llrgcly reapansibte for the well drilled by The




154 Chronleles of OMakoma

Cudahy 0l Compuny. Thest mei had taken for their w‘wu
membets of the Delaware and Cherokee (ribes wire
firly rosted in the Indinn eountry &3 the tall timber an fin
banks of Cemey River where the well was to be drilled,

With some associatea they ubtained n lnrgre Tense vovering
an urea of fifteen milen square from the Clierokee governmenl
st Tahlequah aad fooked around Lo find someone who would
doll & well, Guffey and Galey, the I‘auns) 1vanion oil men
who had becn sucesssful in finding it in Knnses, showed some
interost but dropped ihe project when i sppeared doubtful
the lease would Toceive tie approval of the Seocetery of the
Interior. Negotiations were then eculered into with Michael
Cudahy by John . Overfield repersonting the lease owoers.,
wnd & deal was made with Chdaliy foz drilling the well.

Cadthy, of Urc large meat peoking firm of Omaha, Nob-
raslca, had hestme interested in wildeatting in the Territary
2nd the o sbnrloned wella at Muskogee hal busn drilled for
him. Following the drilling af these wells, Gudahy took over
and deepened a well betvesn Red Fork and Salpuipa that
bad been drilled to & depth of 1300 fect by the firra of Steel-
amith and Weaver. The work in decpening the well, which
wes sbandoned st about 1750 feet, was done for the Cudahy
Company by the aciive sontreetors, MeRride and Blopm, with
whom Cudaliy eoutracted to drill the Bartleaville swell. ‘Their
\oole and the derritk wora hisuled overland to Bartlesville
where the well was spudded in late in January, 1397

In April, oil was struek in i fortsslion which waa 10
become kaown aa the prokifie “Bartlesvilla sand"’ Tuter found
thraughont. the oil Fields of Oklahemn. The shovting af tha
srell hatween 1,303 feet wnd the total depth of 1320 feet waa
u npecial oecarion. In the presenec of the erowd gathered
arotnd the rig, Mrs. Jennie 0. Morton, stepdrughter of Mr.
Gaorge Keeler dropned the “go devil"” which st off the nitro-
elycering shot, Kollowing a mufTled thud, rdcka pounded tha
erown block, & eolunn of oil flawed high ovor the tap of the
Qerrick and Oklahoin's first commercial ofl well was born.

With the allotment of tha Indian lauds, the daughter of
Willien Johnstons and divect deseondant o the Jost at procipel
chicf of the Delawa, arles Joneneyeake, Tecsived
et 85 hor allotenant g which (nt historseal well known a8
Nellie V. Juhnton I¥o. 1, is loeated.!

1ickic . Jabamone, o W, Hoand Connun, + patiss of Burdes
nIJ=, il the fend on which l]kl-lmmu Tirat commer nell i
[ Dy ol Banleeale o [ e
A Fums bauder suBly Ineceibes mame te e om A deeeick
mdu amer ke wal.




OXlnlai's st commerrio] oll wel, e Nellls ¥, Joniatone S, 3,

A1 Drrilesvle, Inlln Territory.
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The discovery revwerl me ]mpel of the members of tha
the Osage lease. The costern
o fnllnwﬂ the U6Lth Meridian
the ]nﬂ ian and
Gllshomn Territories. Just over thi |.|| e TEBAT-
vation, in Oetober only & few months l[ter lh: Ourll.hy well
on the Cherokee uide wan completed, MeBride and Bloom,
beought in for Ilm Phovtix Company, e livat produstive oil
well in the Ozage reser: uod which was alse the [itst pro-
daetive ofl wrell wmpleudm lhe Oklghoma Territory, The wall
deseribed as Wilkey No. 1 iu the SWIg of Seetion 34, T 27, R
12 E, Lot 32 oa Buller Creek was abo t 'I m:lel nnrlhwwl of
the :hamvzry woll in the Cherslea o found
in the Bartl=sville !lnd between 1323 £t lnd 1345 ful, wilh an
initial production of len barzela o day. The chot hrought in
& large quantity of weter which couwld oot be plug

Ik||:. 'y Mo. 2, & mach better well waa brought in Lhe [u]lciwmg
wont

To raite funds in order to eontiana operhtions, the Fhaenix
Gil Gompany assigned to Semuel O. Sheffield a large block
of legsey which Sheffield jo tyrn tasigned to the Osage Oil
Company eomprised Taostly of Phoenix stoekholders. Afler these
companiss bad drilled seven dry helea and four oil wells the
drilling on the Osage lenna came to & standstill.

Thete were no ruilroads or Dipslines for the tranaporta.
tion of the o, end supplies far Grilling were haled. from
Todependenee, Knosan, 5 dintance of thirty mnlu The Stand.
erd Oil Company's smoll refinery at Neodeshs, Kansan, the
only possible market wes operating eatirely on oil from locsl
fieldy 1o sttheustern Kunaaz and had ve pipelize oo the
Territory. It was useless to develop & product which eonld no

e marketed, and capital was not to De found by the tar
of the Osage lense for development \inder the cireumstanoss,

was Dot wntil the Atchinson, Topeka and Sunu Fn
lmlmd bulit into Dartlesville and sta
summer of 1808 tbat there wen zny
any of the oil produced. A Z ineh pipeline was
the Phocaix walls n Lot 53 to thy. dcp-n and 8 loading rack
whs erected. A line wan elay laid from Lot 40, three and
omechalf miles sonthwest, to the atstion to pips il produced
by ihe Almeda Oil Dompany on ils aub-lcaze in the Oeage.
Tenk cars wera furnished by the refinery at Nevdesha aud the
firat o1l was abipped in May, 1500, A ot of 6,216 barzels of
oil from the (bage reaervation was run during the yeor 1900
500 10,536 barzels ia the year 1901,
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of the blanket lease on the COsage
sing venture and . dismal fai
I

86 far the opera
reservation bud been
se: h

Jorer’s presence in the b
any rips ho made, the many men he interviewed, the
tntensity of his arguments wnd kis weil known ehareter und
integrily that started the wheels agajn.'"

;v ;:x_-?-w Tt Bt )
Lt /m/yy Faninating (3 Ty

vty o g B Firentin

A Brandoeeip

ot e A ods ot 32, x50, g
St eton St
Lottochend of the . T. L 0

Parndexivally the Indan Territory Dluminating Oil Com-
pEny Arise from the nshes of the Plhocnix Company. 10 was
grganize December, 140 the ktnte of New Jemsey with
& eapital stock of 3,000,000 s‘harns of a par vahue of 1 mer

Loeni: suce Oil Companies

nanigmed &1l of their righ mle .ud )n(tmsl foon af

svmpany was oreanized Edwin B, Fostor disd. and Wilkiam
Hoxey was niude trostee of the Foster estate.

The new commpany started out in adverse and unforiunate
siteumstances, In the process of resrganization some ontside
purtics, unm U the nnm:ml stackhiclders, made un attempt
1o get control of the compuny and there was dissention and
trouble \ril. 5 PA1Ika, Mo over B veat it drified in diserder

il Titigation bronghi rereivership, and concord and con-
fidenee was [inally restored

The seceisesslio cams ubout from & st hrousht br the
Mechonic of Westerly, Rliode Yalad, s
Indidn. Torritors [Domiineting O Compamy and
Bolders for a debt owed the bank. The édoe swas Teard at
Newkirk, Oklshoma Territory, before Judge
and the eompany wns threwn it receivershi nummr
F. Stilwell, 8 nephess of Jahn Florer and employed in hin
uncle’s Indian trading store &t Gray 1lors, woa made Tecetver.
A sublense to eatisfy the debt with the Mechanic Savings
Benk wes made to J. M. Oulfer and J. B, Guley on & bloak
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of 113,730 acres io tha southeastern part of the reservation in
the vicinity of Tulsu aud # block of 1,000 deres west of Bartles-
ville. These tmro blooks of aereage becamna the nucleus around
which the Natioally known oil opecator, T. N. Barnsdall
built. Lis Bernsdall (il Company. Hurpsdull slse beeame @
Iv\rgl stocklelder in the Indiam Teeri inati i
Conpany. The reveiverslip waa lez
AL K. Stilwell was made secretary snd manager of the new
compnny und Tt Touter, son of Tlenky Foster, was clested
president,

The year brought some improvement in the marketing
fagilities srhen the Prai ;
purchasing subsidiary (‘ompuay,
Juze, ereeted » 35,000 barce! storage fank w; Rartlesv e -nd
counected tha Osage prndmmg wells 16 it with & pipe line,
It did uot take long ta tunk and tha pipaline compuuy
then installed an ynload g rtation st Caney, Kanyas, which
was conuected by pipeline to the refinery ac Neodesha and
oil was shipped by tauk cavs from Bartles

ie Oil and Gus Company finslly extended ity
aiy, inch ¥ne into the Territory in 1904, which had been held
w ¥ & Congrossional Act to permit the laying of the
e over [ngd ands By Tuly, the Prairic hed completed ita
line to the “Bible"" pumping scation it had instulled ahont
cighteen miles et o Terseorile 1 was vannecting
tlie Osage producing Leases with gathering lines. 1t was during
1is year that the Standard Uil Company built s Sugar Crack
refinery neac Kansas City and eonnected i with tie rolinery
and storage 1anks at Neodosha,

With the market for oil opeaing 1p the Osige reservalion
stirred with Iife, and wctive drilling began. The attention of
castern oporstors and speculatars from Tar and wide was b
tray o the new ficld and the fndisn Tertitory Ill\]ujmutmg
il Cnmpunv began to sub-lease Lracts in biereasing numbers.

The.parent compny ad divided tha rastern portivn of
it least it three tiers of traots knawn a5 *lgts, ! There were
348 of (hese lots, ench one half of = mile wide north and sonth,
and from three Lo three and n Fraction miilts Tong caxt and west,
extanding Trom the Kansas Fue on the north, to the Arkansas
River ou the south. On December 31, 1904, thore weve 656,031
Acres held by sub-lessees.

The parent eompany retained o royalty of 1715 intereat
und. most of the sub-lewnes contained bonus provisions ta he
prid Erom the sales of oil produred. Tie comipany eonveved
sololy the oil rights and rescreed the right to take over at
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aclucl cost eny wells which produeed gas culy snd to take
e [rom combination wells wid eaeing haad ges undee serein
conditions, An exception wex made in the lemue of tha Paw-
bouka 0i) and (as Company which reséived both the oil and gax
righs in ite gub-lesse of 3,200 meres on which it disegvered
gas in twe welly at u.e Lo of Pawhuska i the summer of
1903, ‘The Indian Ter Illuminsting Ol Company pro-
eceded to lay twe and e tach liaon over fhe terriiony. BAOLY
developed and Faruislied wperators gas Eor the purposc of drill-
ing and operaling the leasts whara the operators did agt have
sufficient gus of their own.

The anticlival theory to locete oll deposivs wes unproved
and thers were oo geologiats to guide the operator hia
meg i 0 ling aetiviti, gol the dmlnpmnnn the Onsge
moseabolly a2 8 phedomel e " Wildesis
Srore owstiner simply loc oy “‘hunches,” on &
oeeaions by ‘“witches® with dnntlle bugs"" but mastly whm
postible near walez for boilce and other purpesca fn drilling
the well
Up to Jaguary 1, 1903, thete had been only 30 wells drilled
on the Osage reservation of which 17 were ol wells, 2 gas
wells and 11 dry holes. [y the end of 1904 there hed heen
drilled by the Tndinn Territory T ng Oil Compeny
and ity gub-lensees, 361 wells of which z,ﬁ were oil. wells, 21
«us wells £nd 97 diy boles.

The development in the Orage country bad a big start over
that made in the lands of ic Five Civilizen tribes. The Qaage
blanket. Isase had & fien (e 10 run in contrest to the other
tribal leases which were put in jeopardy by the Curtis Congres-
wionel Aet of 1898, wiieh took the power of the fribes to lesse
heir lands aud lodged it with le Saemary of the Toterior.
Cudehy lost All of his leases excepting the section in which the
digcgvery weli was drilled and amd n-n attempt. furt) pperu
tions of even pump the mell uutil sfter the allotee, e V.
Jobnstone received her cericticate of ownership, July 21 190:1
for the tract on which the well waa located

The Diwes Commission which ha been negoiinting with
the Five Civilized Tribes for shont ten years to nbf.lm thur
consent for the aboliehment of their governments
htﬂkmg up the tribal landa inte individual ownmh o

Inded the finel compact, & eupplemental agree with the
Uhuulmr and Chickesuw, Sepiember 25, 1903 'l‘h: Com-
iasion then began the enormous tash of steting the tribal
land into individual tracts of about 100,000 Cherokee, Creek,
Choetaw, Chickesew wnd Seminole Indigns and Negro freed-
mien, The allotment earried it it the il and gas rights to tha
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awner, nud the developmeat was hold up while the sllot-
ment. work was tmdoewey.

1t was necessery o obtain the value of the lands 1o be
alicted by parties of nppraisers and then to dslermine Wwho
were eitizens of the veriows tribes, reyuiring judicial hearings
into Hie geacalogy of practisally ail of the applcants. Finally
in the summer of 1904, the Commission’s aasignment waa about
completed and neacly all of the individuels of the Fire Civil.

ized Tribes had been slioted upocific traots, The Seeretary

frovd began (o approve ofl mnd Fas leases mad ua accive ArilELE

campaign began.

Unil this time the ouly produsing well of any importancs
i either of the Territoriea outside of the Osage tountry and
vevezal mells Jeilled by Cudahy a Barfleavite, waa deillod
at. Red Fork withoos the sndiorization of the Seeretary. This
well which was drilled in ou June 26, 1901 on the Susen A.
Blagd Tpad produced n surge of sxciiement. ang brought o
horde of speculators ou the grow

There was much “red tepe” and delay in getting leases
appeoved which brought mnch eriticiaw ugainat the Seeretary,
Hon E. A. Miteheock. His soal it protoeting the Tndisus
interests Iad his critics to usert that fhe esretary beld the
at there were ouly twa clome of peapte sa the ndivs
'I'errmry, Fdiman s grafeers

Diespite delays in granting lenses there was o rush to the
Okidbors. mars, and during_the lesi six monche of 1904,
Besides the setiviy in dhe Ouage rsetvation, driling it
started aud wells comploted jn the vivinity of the towns of
Chelsea, Red I-‘nrl: Clevelsml and BEPtl!l\'l"E Tlue- were
passing ta purchesrs of lots in the towns which earried the
ol and ges rights to the owners. aud & Pool was boing daval-
oped within the townsite of Mysloge in the Greck Nation.

Wells were also baing completed i the town of Bartles.
ville an well 83 on nuighboriog leases. Oas Elares at the drill-
ing wells and the dull cleok of sledges pounding bits helped to
give the village the nspeet of an oil 10wn and the paopie who
crowded inle the town revealed & boom was vn. Tae Right
Way Hotel and Aninex acrois the street. from the Indtan Ter-
ritory Ilumineting Oil Compeny's oftite which waa lozated on
the secand floor ovar the Americen Netional Bank, was crowd.
#d a5 though & convention wan in progress. L the register of

“tFued S, Climon, “Finet Gil and Gu Well Tala County” The
g erits Sl o i had o o}l‘ﬂm-u-:xl!u“':am Ve

e
R To. b (Wiston, 161547, pp. W6T—Ed.
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the hotel had Lecu prewsrved il weuld show not 8 few uaioss
of future ol barona of Oklahoma, some of whoin slayed in the
Bartlesville ate and Gihers who moved o t open bew £lelds
elsewhere. 113 pages would also beve suny more names whose
bapes for riches (aded liko muiviges into tin air.,

Among the meweomers were the misontial men with thy
know-how from the oil fields of Pennaylvania, Ohio and Weat
Virginia. These drillers, rig buildors, pipeliners and other
bardy workmen udded o distinct 0w elont to the eilizen-
ship of the country.

Wil e influx of the naw arrivals, Dartlesville wan
growing fuat. 1t wes lh fizst iown in Oklshoma ta be pi
for gus wkich wes fuznianed trow the Dudian Taeritory Ll
miating Company’s eils in Lot 42 wntil
pleted nearer aud ¢ven iu the town itaell, One o e vlle
on the Johmstane homestead, saught tn fire when 4 by-standae
oarelaisly struck a mated, burned the derrick down and pro-
vided for days a spectaculsr Hlumination For the tuwn.

Tn further proof of its reslity as an gik town, back clonds
of smoke floated over from the buraiug ef waste oil eecmmu-
lated in sumps and the Caney River, and o seversl oeasioas
the lown w3 shaken vp when mlmglycermc stoted 0t maga-
zingi “lot 0. Oil well supply stores weve established and the
Prairie Oil and Gas Compoey built s large nuwber of
Barrel steel lanks at ity Kanona and Copan tank larms. The
pipeline eompany was compelled to put inlo storage the oil

purchased in cxcess of ity pipeline capacity, produced at that
B mestly foam the Guuge leamen.  With the incrested produe-
viou. the Prairie Company reduced us pme fromi $1.36 or
barrel on Jenuory 1, 194 10 70 conis ouary 1, 1905 for
light. oil (52 degree aume)

The Gulf snd Texos Companics ¢ame o Oklohoma from
Tazas with their trunk loes ot alont the time Okl
Decame # flate in the Intter part of 1907 aud with the Pre
Compeny provided n matket for il from the (ilenn pogl abeut

£ Tulsa. eorcry well in Eiix sstonlai-

that (e new state
came rich in o rves inta the Unian. had been comploted by
Galbreuu- and Chelsey on the Ida Glenn Farm, November 22,

An the Tndian Territory iluniinativg Oil Company's
Osage lense wauld expire by limmitation March 16, 1306, the
Compang i the lattor patt of 1904 npplied to the Seerstary of
the Interidr for an exfenzion of the louse. This was referred
to Congresa and the Tadian Approprintion bill was passed snd
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spprovedl March 3, 1983 reneriing the Josss for a period of ten
years 1o the sxient of §80,0M) aures mud with su inereese of

Tevelty. Irom oneetis to. one.eighth fized by ordee of e
Prasident of the United States,

The (hlgu were finally olliged to lc\.l.pt allotment whieh
they had | anposed and a bl bre np theit roserva-
tion into individval tracts was pm!d v Congress and ap-
proved June 24, 1! Unlike the allebments of the members
of thy Five Civilized “Tribes which sarried with Sem the ol
aud gus rights to the owner, roysliies were reserved to tic

e mund tho reveaue darived e 10 by divided aqually among
idusl members. This provison of equal shariug

d make tie Owiges ox & Dot eapita basis the richest people
o any rountry in the worid.

An ilca of the remarknble inerepse in wealth derived by
the Osages From m‘l anad gas rovalties onuses may be
Hie tribes revenae for 1906 of $228,267.54
Sith thet af $21.635,600.00, yicldine per capits payment of
$12,400.00 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1923.)

Jobin K. Florer who died January 10, 2007, lived to see
his dream come to poss, and way ewured that the Osage
reservation was ‘‘underlaid ail,” but even this optimis-
tie pioneer Indian trader, had m lived loug enonglh sarely
wonld have been amazed At the immensity of the oil and gas
resources which grew Jrom doubtiul and fifeeiod oty

In the following years under the direction of its President.
1, ¥, ioster, the Indinn Tercilacy Iliminating Oil Compuny
eoutinued its aperations in the Osage resersation, and branch-
rd gul to cxplore in othar ureas of the stute. ‘This exploration
hud outstanding sucesss in bringing in the major Semivole aud
Gklahoua + it the dseovery wella, The Todina
ey Ulomicating Oil Compauy, in 1941, was merged
ea Service Campuny, which hed jon been  large
!tuskhnlde und 1 course of the pioncer company cidie to an
en

T % The Panisha Ddul'r Jouraul Copital, an:mhr 30, W, p 5 Specch
"l ). Geaege w‘"ll"I Osagy Indign Agem e Birtinday Pu\ m ol»
woe of Oklghwma'n Iweniyseeond anni " loa: 15,8

hllh hm drilked in vhe Du:e for ol wed
?Ildl[ qu uml ill : ou I:ﬂ‘om o
e - roduced o 1 o VA0 grom
Datrels af m\ mml frem. w{(h; m[lmhu pra
eted the Om Tribe #3501 3:- 1 nnvlhd ar their heira
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I, 4% of all sbe gav sold thusughour the Suave of
Miracuri wes produced in the Cuagn Nation.




