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LIEUTENANT-GENERAL THEOFHILUS HUNTER
HOLMES, C. 8. A, FOUNDER OF FORT HOLMES

By Carelyr Thomas Poromgnt

Theophilus H

Upitsd States Blilitary A

the begining of the War,
od high rank, He was a son overnol

w0 Ty e Biacy (née mter) Hologs, ant

Swapson County, Nerth Curohion, Nevoraber 13,

yier Holmes, Jike many gradusies from the
Acadomy, rasigned from the Army af
joined the Cnufedcrnu- urvuoe

1043
Theophilus H. Holmes received nis appointment to Wesk

Palaw. feam s wative atutes in Sopirosber, 1825, Tour yoars
Tater upan tio y a kesoud Heuten-
unt to the Seventh Infantry, and served iu (hat famons reghent
nany- yeats.

Few offienrs in. the United States Avmy saw longer servioe
on the Frontier of his day than Hobues, He fowht in both te
Floridg rurs sgeiast. the Seminals Judians and In the Merionn
War, He was stationed ot different timcs 3o a period of thiry
MR B0 the woted aniny b ol i Bonetot-Fors

s anicle on UemsnantGengrs) Theoylilia Hunter [Tloce hes
ol for bl Fhe Chrenigles {zom an oniginal manuscript

n
years, o on

1g » barn in Sampsen Coumy, Novin Carolins, 1369;
nended Hnurd g tndiad o Rilieh. Ronh. Eorepe, mnd
practl wl Clinion ie_ tlhat Sinte, He lecame a srace nanator in 1807,
Eovtnor of e rades AL, clected tn the Houss of Aepremniativey

2 1be U. S, Conycenn i the Ninteerth, Tmenticch and Tweniy-livst Catgrosset,
He died pnar Clinton, Norh Carcling, Seqtembec 26, Wi—4 Disgraghical
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- Chronicley of Qhlatame

Gibson, Port, Towson, Fort Washita and Fort Arbuckled Ha fa
best knewn in 0kl.|homl lustor, bowerer, as tho officr i
chatge of the building o ary Dost on the Canaditn
STRs ot of Latus Siver i 2 1323 unaeed Fort Holmea in
his henor.

Lisutenanc Holnies' earcec began when he wos sent to Fort
p, Louiiane, im 1830, wihere he remained throvgh 183L
with the &iibed forves ou the Arkuosas Liver in 1333
hefore he was sent fu Fort Gideon, Erom which post be eet ont
e yeurs luter wilh n detachment of the Serentl Tufantry to
construel & pew militaTy post end quarters for 3 garrison

Lo companies on the * saze War and Hunting “Trail™
near the mouth of Lintle mur '1 is location bad heen pointed
o d.e “pting hefore, by Cn « Devson when opening

3

Sy oot of Furt Gibso, a5 & place
Wheze e Bils o a swwtl Carrison a0 Little Divee 1
very elegible, beiny high and dry, free from marsh ot Jow
gronnd and contiguous ta & fine spring of pure water.”

Licutenant Holio n conmand of a detachiment from the
Seventl Tnfantry began the work on ihe new fort, first known
as “Cawp Cenadiag,’ on Juue 21, Plons called for the build-
inz of p stnckade post eighty yerds square, nelosed by pickets
with & blark house at two angles. A force of fifty to revenly
men worked threngh the nonumer “folling and getting timber
for block houses, maling clapboards and laths, sewing plank,
gquarrying, dressing Iaying stone, laying foundations, building
chimncys, burning charcoal, blocksmithing, and weking hay,

ey Hisiorical Register ond Dicliansry of the Linited
v T, el 11 and Bras HijorConral oo
A eaivicr of the Offietra and Groduoses of tha . 8.
Nty Arudern (e oA
8 Granu_Foroman, ddmacir he Fransits {Norman, 1993, 7. 128,
15 Lisutenart T. 1. Holity sonsteteied e mi ey, post o e s
of Lisle Enee, valer arr, by BgadierGenutol Heny Leguemeo
of nlt the toonps of the Suulln-uh:m Fronkier {by Gener, n’ ﬂnhu.
Frbrunry 12. 18303, who aigt 1 Fort Db oo Aoril 20, 1864 CCrmol
Forvewn. Pioaerr Daya in tie Ecouty Soushwest [Clerclind, 19261, p. IlOl
4 yor e e T of ot et Fajo T B Muen In
s
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ind het beso hw gubee of publaing sicies uid moany referencs fo
volumen on_ths higory of ihis State. Ses Ceoat Eoveioan's v
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LinumaneEmerat Theophilas Hunter Holmes arad Ford Holmas 17

The summet of 1634 sam the famous Dragoon Expedition
under the command of General Heney La-w.-nwun.h et out from
Fort Gibseu southwest 1o the oid Wichita Villaga (“Toyash
Villege™) on the Korth Fork of Red Hiver to meet and meke

ce spiong the Plains Tribes, the Kiows sud the Wishita
fmxing receatly been at war with ihe Osage. Genersl Leaven-
worth arrived on Toute at Lieutenant Holmes' Cmnp Canadian,
.mi was overtuken bere by Colonel Henry Dudge a: aaft

n June 25, with Drazoons, following u few lovrs Sater? The

Fottrmat of the Dngmn Expedition, kept by Lieutenanz T. B.
Wheelock, has this eutry &

Juug £3—Colond! Doe aud erelf reschod Cemp Crawdtaa, on che

‘esl Uitk of thy Cooadlen, thlrican milles from. ti Inst camp, &L

(weiva oiciock: Teporied | i whm s toumd

coimpen sae up al b
Y ol tmstd u-- cu-man “Galt . i, Bt
Caila e

an
aiphur speh 4 koed Erising 403 water

The Exptdition set farth the next moriing, learing tweniy-
seven sick men at Gamp Canadien, in charge of Amistant Sur-
g Hallar and Liogtonant Abert 0. Eduards, Among the
sick was Liegtonpnt Phi George Cooke who recoversd
Snouga 10 go back 1o Fort Giviors wosea he st the return of
the Drageon Hegiment 8 month aler.
death from sickness and aceident, incoding that, of ila con-
wander Genoral Loavenwarth, the morst disaster in the sarly
annals of the Armny. Lieytonant Coshe wrote @ bilter in
ment of the Jacknan for sending i

Ml-m‘ ibid, Vel xlx 1 tMm:h mn nnd “The

Bty of .A-,...m hen Leonaw! McFhuil on bis J e Soutk-

e i 1LY o ) oy ol Turd . ok 5 A o

5" 3 LSaptemyer. 1001, A, Durdiome dopes Bskofoll tagker pan ke

dreied by the Calonial Ducres ot (e s oo, Fobm o . 5 B
H1. m Lexingon, in Cloveland Coooty. The Oklaboma Hisarical

CJ(\"[I “Peace_an e m.w, The Chromieles If Qhdaboma,
i }' I Nn 1 ls.;m.., msm miea the complete Jowrnal of thy Leaves.
l npednLcn of 184, with scnolwicns and map of the roule fotlrmed

1L Thamomn n appaluied 1o

1 1508 e it sesed o Sha Faurth Adilees and ﬁ'f: oy
Artillery. He sealgned June 30, 1823, wd

Dreiden et ol cmm.n P gl

FuAh '::i.;dq}" Letenan of ember 19, 1831
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= Chroniclaa of Dklahoms

men on the ill-fated expedition (hmngh nn weztarn wildernens
during the hottest part of the summ

Fort Holmes way garrisoned for |buut a year, itg
it of present Bilby, in Hughes County. The lo
ndventageous fer the crossing at ibe Cenedian
old Gsaze Trail which wae followsd by early mi
Libns, western emigration end traders with the Plyins
ineluding the noted Jesse Chishobe as

of tradars, Edwardy and Shelion, establ
wlomr: 1456 cerota Litle Tiver, & few miles SOUSAKERL, oot
flonrishe] Fur sunny yeats known as Giwards Trading House
vl Kdwards, the term “for,'" being a holdover [rom
the earlior milicary post not fat wwar.

marked this pest on maps a9 ' Old
eniie an fapercnt lendmark on the military % to
Texus ruther than wilitary post. dust heem lhe Cnl \\nr
whett o yons] was warked out west Erom Fort Smith for earry.
ing the T5. 8. mails by way of Old Fort Holines and Edwarda
Stare (hrough the Indian Tereitory, an iron bridgo—one of
wevoral aeross strenns in the Territory—mas sonstricted Where
the rond erussed Little River i this vicinity, Some of the
stotwe abutiveats of this brides which was destroyed dIlrmg
che Civil wur cun be still seon near the sites of Old F
Tolines und Edwards Store.©

Licutenant Holmes was on recrniting duty during leas
1837, returing to his reginental headawarters st Fort
w adininat of the Sevent Infentry in 1898, He wha commis
sioned Captaiy Dovomber 9, 1896, und eontinued at Fort Gibson
in the Cherakee Nalion for another year during Tudian Re
moval to the Indian Tervitory, He took part in the Beningle
War i Florids, 1839-1842, in command of Company ¢ of
the Seventh Infantry, From 184% to 1848 he was in gurnsgn
et differont times st New Orleans Barracks, ac Pass
{Mississippi] end in Tezaa

In the Mezican War, Clph ‘Hulum werved in the defense
of Fort Brown!? an May 39, 1 ought in the Battle of
Montorey on September 21.23, and vas bevetted Major
Seplember £4, for pallant conduet. in several sonflidts béfare thut
aity. He served with the forces at the slage of Vera Cruz, May

Formen. Pioneer Dy i Santh X
gy Th Weat [PMJ 5! Gmn Cwl- Glendale, Lali
Bryee. “Tem rhers of Histore m«w. Ths Chronicien
of Ghahorae, Vol VIT). Fox 3 (Seorembur, 19300, p. 289, The ruice of a5
whatmeot g the lrun Sridts on Lt Res watd vieted n Tcallok wied
Dklehoms historle sites ko 1949,~Ed
. o et p 359

W Browniills,




Lieaimszs General Theophilus Muster Notvap and Foc Holmer 439

.29, 1847, 'and wes stationed in Mexico through the mly ATt
b5, retanning bo Jelferson Baxmh for 1848-1649.3

Captein Haolmes was soon again ordered to perve in threat
ened hostilities with the Seminoles in Florids whence he
barked shoard the steamer i‘nsimn on Felryary 28, 1650, seil
ing for New Orleats in charge o .Z. v of Semincles headed
batheir ehivfs, Ca-pit-huche wud Cachebixico. Ths Faskion
reached New Orleans on Maren 13, ell on boatd having sof-
T weateliad wovage and sex siekiessis

Ceptuin Holmes returncd 1o Jeiferson Datracks, aod sel
ant For Fort Leay wmnh Kansas, where he was o duty nnul
nmem van Pott Washin,

1
tory, where he ea Thres e Toen
Fort Towson was. whendoned m 1354 c.pmu Fibimas cua one
of dleven afficers who weve travsforred ta Torl Arbucklet
He was somtissionad with the rank of major on March 3,

while serlmg mm the Eighth Infantry. He wes stntioned ut
ditferent jns, Texas, end Fort Stanton, New
Slenten in 185859, whete e toak part i the expedition against
the Muvaho Indisns Major Holmes superinuendent of
General Recroiting, from duly 1, 1859, lu April 6, 1851, Te-
from the Avtay oo April 32, 18611

Holrues retirined to his native state shere he wsisted the
Governor in organizing the North
epyronehing war, und was placed in eommand of the Suu(llem
Departiient of Coast Defense, resident Jefferson Davis, his
classmare and intimate friond in (e Militaty Academy at West
Toint, appointed Holmu nng.mo Generel in the Confederate
‘\Hl\y on Jdune 5, 1861, sierred Lim e Vieginie in
voonitand of thres hr\mns. 10 which six bettevien were Gasignad,
General Flahuies beenme kivown s the ' Dofender of the Jamea

:: Heltmun, op. cit, Yot 1, and Cullum ep. clf.. Val. }
W §ramt Fareman, "The Fiee Crulised Triges, mm.m 11345, p. 51
10V amd Aderncing he Fronie . 135
Farin cmn, e e

it
iles nombwent nf present Byar, in MeCltin
roced In the lmn ot o5t e st o0 T4

er

- on
lla west of Old Fort Hu?m and Edwacds’

016 Camg, drbuetler The Chrgices of "o
Mo J (A\Awmm IN h:oand Grant erman, “Fort

e l’u i, By 9283,
wenby, Ko T Yonal, 7o :;k;:r. Crelapacdia of American B
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Hiver," having a part m the engngement 5t Acquia Creck™

and in other <ampaigns in Northern Virgivia. He commanded
a reserve brigade under G:nerul F. 4. T. Beantegard et the
Sattle of Bull Run in July, 1851 1t Holmes was eommissioned

jor-genersl, sud rcturn Caroline to command &
Division n the Confederte Atiny. Vigorous defcnse measures
in the state required neceusary changes, in ‘Wich Prositeas Davia
Lenurod hia o1 Tricod a Tieenant general s anvmalssion which
Holmes at first declined. He finally acvepted the commission
when urged by the Prerident, huting been placed T somand

of the with heady

Holues, Major-General, Provisional Army C. S
biontenant Goneral s esmferred on bu, by Prestdent Drsis,

8 letter dutcd etober 20, 1865, from Georee W,
R:mdolpll Secraciry of Wi, G5,

The Trans-Hississippi Dep-rmun inciuded Lhe Indisn
Territory where General Holmes Ind strvod s0 many years in
the rogulur Arniy before the War and where, during the War,
10,000 to 11,000 troops froms the Fire Civilized Triben served
e Confederate service, The Indisn Territory as part of
-em.-—ul I'!nlma' 'r‘ svz- isissippi Depariment was wnder the
carmand of Bri enoral Albert Dike Late in 1662, the
Confeterate Tndsan Torers mu the Tndian Territory were plaeud
under the tommaed of Brigadier-Genenil Donglaz T Coo
ith the Firs: Cheroken Tepiment wnder Colonsl Stand an,
the First Choctaw and Chickasaw Regiment, under Colonel
Tandy \mm lmi the First Creek Regiment, under Colonel
D. N. Melut

Fol]wlng Lh: deleat of the Confederate forees at the
Dosle of Peu Bidge in Arkatnas, in dhe spriug of L8, there
were meny difficulties in fhe Truns-Miss nerd
with frequent

s of the commandarg olfiers

Tary rootganization o the armal forces. The summer of ]
saw irowble with Albert Pike, Gommander of the Department
nf the Indian Territary, C. 8. A, nrominent citizen, writer end
poet of Arkausns who bed come from New Eugland and scttled

qula Creel Jn o Jeep Gl chunnel, 1en malles long, in Siaflard Caoniys
Yieginia. The siver pans of Acauhy Cresk v o of soniiderable soareet
importanee h;u.“ e ‘c;u War—Lippineow's Gezciicer o} tha World,
phie. I8N

e
oy ot d ﬁ-zm Firphs Vol TS g 16
5 oy o Hebelion, Ot Roeonds, St By V. XITL . 85

Il 18, Yol XITI,
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bere in ¢ Westdn tho 1630's. Iin arron wos ordered by Major-

Qeneral T. C. Hindman, Commanding the Dmlnn of Arkan-
a3, for insul nrdmmn, Pikie’s biog: T stating thal
Thiz most. distressing®’ petiod in Albest Pike's kifu

as the
and fhat e was ot good cnvugh soldier to accept the ordam
of his sllpu‘lun Pike was arrosted st Tishomings, Chicka:
saw Natien, in November, 1862, by 8 deulzhmellt ol Missour:
Cavalry, aud wes taken to Little Rock where he was granted
a leave of ahseace from his commnand by Greneral Holines until
u derision in his ense conld be wade

Lack of fuads for the payment of the treops and for pur-
i

¢chase of necesrary supplies baressed the TranaMimizup
Depatiment, & lhe len(‘lernu ‘Arwy, Twn of Gonaral ik
¢lief complaints were the Jack of equipmient for bis command
and money to p.y i soldors it 11 Todian Tertitory. Seere
Lary of War, Jemes A. Bcddon,® of the Confederate States wrote
Irom Rishunond to General Holimes:3

1 heva pusshed your Lilier of fhe S5tk ultime In eferonca

eny bnnﬂcd unlrlermuluu\nun recelved nod mot acted of
Youshed hla offle

The Trans-Mississippl Department hed been divided into
districts by command of General Th. JI. Tolmes on Augnst 20,
662 the Distrigt { of Tezas, the Disiriat of Lovisiang and the
Distriet of Arkanses, tier composed of he states of Mi xsuurl
and Arkansas wnd Ehe Indian sountey west Ibereol A
further change came when thes Forzea vere emsuwmd the
Southwestern Anny' of the Confederate Staten, Lieutendnt-

7B, Morion, Fort McCuloch™ The Cirinii
b B 1&¥:Mbﬂ. 19261, p 214, M
e B o e Chrnatcte of obtshons. Vol, KT Ne. 2. 1o

M Jamre Alexudn Seddan i
ﬂfmﬂ"d“m e phe Uz\wmily irginin in 1835 and
et ""L',"’“’ iy PLlvg date Tom S fy 159,

i

e
n oz Coun

n, Dircercuy of the Uaited Strtes’ Congraar,
Records, Vol XxII, wlw. Vol XIUL pp. 265,
b, Vol YL, . 67 Lo
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in_command with headouarters ap
Shreveport, ate, on Jamuary 14, LE6D.Y  Lientenant-
General Holtes assumed command of the Distriot of Atkansty
on Macch 18, He was supersoded in this commeod by Major-
Qunern] Susling Prie, G 8. A, aiter the Battle of Heltus, o

July 24 but resumed corvmaud of tbe District of Arkanses
SepLzmhzr Ty

Helews, a strtetlc polut o the west s of the lisisipn
River in Arkansas, md been entorud by Fedora] farces
1663, during the attempted nxusion of Arkansas, and for
Frequen sl

rough the summer and fall in Ihe
ctary o Confederate troops mi Qetober
messame—Gancral Orders ¥a. &

ot of the Trans. nluu-upp Depariment by 0w:k-r f Gvnevul
Holmes, eiting the gallant eondust of Captain,
Cor\c’}' m|d “‘the brave mcn of their wmmund" \ulh hm\y
I the Foderals in the eapture of prisoters and supplids
in the r:gm” Helena, howsver, was soou leavily garnsoned
by Federul troopu berause Uhe nevescury renforcements Trom
the east &t the time for the TransMissmsippi Depactment could
noj be sent to carey on any Confederaly plans for an attacy
o the stronghold n ble inforination in the lmads of Lieu-
eneral Holnes pointed te the cupuure of [lele
ieal Brove by the Colfetlorate forces as u b

A report, from General
Ro«k .rum 1%, 1863, ro Lieuternnt
General E, Kirbe S!mlh eait, L befeve 1 von ke Helont,
Arkansas, Ploase let me ataek (L' A reply cuine immadintely
from General Kirty Smith at Shreveport, Louisiaua, * host
eentainly do it"™ The Secretiry of War, L A, Seddon, of
{he Confederate States, Iisd mirungly srcommended the move
agninal Helens by the * Somthwestern Army” in Klay, stating
“lis policy s 30 apnarent that it i haped it wil be vohmacily
erzbraced and exvented.”

Genera) Holmes groemblad bis expolivionacy army of 764,
and advanced through Atkamsas 1o P pringipal de-
fess of Bcns, in Ehillips County3 He Toand the fortifioa-

'”lnl.< an !LX]I wll =3
allid

R
Fo Faroed for Gooerul Semyel Ryan Curds » e of
Obin wha s Wopoiniad 1s 1he Miliary Acaemy a1 Wew Polos Juym{
1397, Aliee o prailuation Jn 1831 be besuma n aesond limtennnt god foine
the Screall) Jafariry wt For: Gibwo Lo 1632 He relaned jo 1892 and

3 dilogmithed cprner 1x o civll engineer umil he bocame adjatont puseis] -f
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(ous moeh stroger than be bad suppesed, Graveyard Fill
e atiucked at du]:glu on July 4, and. the foriifictions cap-
“md, General Holmes lmer reporting tbat the Confederats
oa here oo hmught into position nm orderod forward,
naved mlgmhuﬂtb’. charging the rille-pits and breasewerks,
aud taking the hill withone  bale,' G me ather hand the
ariack on Hindntan was uasuecesstul bcause IJle ufl‘lc:‘r
of reinforeamenrs “utterly failed to vender the sligl d
in the sseulcd® The galiant Confederate officer e e!mrgr
Ve attack was (hen drives back by the Federal troops under
the comwand of Ueneral Meybarry Prentiss™ inis gurrisoned
forves sumbering 4,125

Goneral Holmes ied met with & resistauce at Helona en-
direly hzyulld his expecutions. Not only were the Coufederatoa
be fire from the foxtifieations bot the gunboat
Tyier Iyiug i i viver enfioded any columus ther poured
thvough the ravines to eupport the ullack® A retrenl was
ordgred bofore noon ou the day of the batcle. Genera! Holmes
minde his repozt (o the Chief of SIREF on the Heleua uppi.u.m
in Angnst, stating that he wrote it **with deep pain®’

y retreat from Helena waa effecied In the most pertact
arger anidl WO tha, SHEREN Bsmoralizetion cf BEY WIBd -+ s+
u{ om. us neat 1o K auerialued, n 118 killsd, 887 woundod, 478

lring: foud 1O L | commanded hravo, gallent and = [lioe
o bise’ usooeded fn the Gapiire Of Halezs.
{houmt die. diticullen e
sk o e istorine ot Verp greal meas:
¢omsegnent on The R Tug wel [ hnoll atier pucecat, - -
T Tavdiiig el L shotle” Nera. meetted A mmn
fram 4L sipreislong of' commendation, bellseing
siflears aod men wio dinting e
the nuplnuge e tiom

enped o Desefit feom ABElF SEDI

=vra uat inwermauot:

witl
e thar. our
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Licwtenent-Gonrral Holmos was finally relieved of hia
n the TranaMissisippi Department cliefly becsuse
i, and remurntl 1o Harh Conioe whene e s

Ofe for the purpin ot €k quna of s b
Heslewn B Al s wry ',u ey aeer b dd
iy I n 26, 1866 4 Cmmul Blutin, ow, .d ully years, —Culluta, np N
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charge of cmmnu eserves nntil the cloas of the War. He
Tived his lnst Cmnhm.nd Connty, Nerth Carolins,
passing to bis 1 Feyeutevills on June 20, 1880, The
run- before hu delth h: hedt written 10 bin old friend who hed
0 the Beventh Jofantry of the R
Cnnruiemte Lummnaur,v Ceneral Lucins Balli
who referred (o Molmes as *“the old paladi In
nod cherming letier,' Helwes had said: “*Ag for Jefferson
Devis T look upon Him us the great sacrifiee of the age, his
#nd oot Lee's wame should fill the hearts of the Southern
people, "

The Raleigh Obrerwer in an rial on June 22, 1880,
degeribed Lieutenant-Oeneral Theophilus Hunter Folmes ag
"m‘nple in b3 taees, brare, trus, sud Just in his deportmient

... & splendid example of c0 unpretentioys North anhu
n end patriot'’

1 Diceionary of Amerieom Blography, Val IX, 7 176,



