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SENATOR THOMAS P. GORE
By Monroe Billington*

When Gklahomz became a state in 1907, 1otally blind
Themas P. Gore and part Cherokes Indian Hobert L. Qwen
want to the United States Senate lo represent the former
Indian lands. Drawing the short lerm, Gore was re-elected
n 1908 and again in 1914. He was defeated for a fourth term
in the Democratic primary six years later. The volers of
Oklahomz refurned him to Lhe Senate for a final term after
he bad been out of office for a decade. This is a study of an
ardent. youthful, Populist pulitician who became wn ulta-
conservative, anti-New Deal, old man.

A mative of Mississippi, Gore had been active in polities
before he was a legal voter. He made his first public speech
at a Farmers Alllance gathering before he wag sightesn
years old' and three years later was nominated for the Mis-
sissippi State Lagislature by the state Allance. Core was
forced to withdraw when jt was realized the election was
to izke place & maonth before his twenty-first birthdsy, With
the national Pepulist movement engulfing the various sphnter
parties which had sprung up among the palitically dissatisfied
southern farmers Gore readily joined the movement and was
nominated as a presidential elector by the State Populist
convention in 1892, He traveled to Corsicana, Texas, iwo
years later to aid the ¢leation of Populist candidates by his
oratary. He moved thers in 1896 to praclice law (he had
been graduated previousiy from the
law school) and to engage in the po‘lmcal battles being waged
between the Demorrats and the Populist

_ The Populist Party declined sharply after William
nings Bryan's defeat in the presidential campaign of 1836,

Munnm lmi.nvn i Amsmm P.auwsr of Histore in_the Ui

ukota, A matiee of Oklahoma
Obfuhoma Raptiat Unferainy and
i, [0, degree ws conferred upon
Tis rescarch for dara used in this
tersity of Oblahema as well as in

sity o
e Toume and s o
o the University' of OLlal
Biny at the Unisersity of Kentneky, 1

article was i the Gare Papees at the
puhlm -!ncnmm 5.—| "

a Dawes Gowe, Moy 29, 1947,

omas P, Cor Therass P.
Gl Vv [ataausenpls Divoron, Dnbcrss of ‘Obla

Libeary.}




20t Chraoricles of Oklehama

Sewarer Thoma P. Core of Oklalioma



Serator Thowas P. Gore 7

and Gore, opportunist enough to appreciate the decay of the
Fopulist movement, joined the Democratic party three years
later. As & rampant Popullst orator, Gore had been openly
hostile to the Democrats. After changing his allegiance, he
kmew that his political fortunes had a brighter futire else-
where than in Navarro County, Texas. With his wife, Gore
joined thase ploneers who were creating a state ont of the
Tndian lands north of the Red River. Seitling at Lawton in
Comanche County, Oklahoma Territory, in 18, Gere estab-
lished a law office and immediately joined the action on the
political stage.

Representing the Lawton area, he traveled to Enid in
the spring of 1802, to attend the Democratic Territorinl Con-
vention. He spoke to the Oklahoma Demecracy for the first
iime when he responded in behalf of the delegates to the
speech of welcome, This speech tickled the ¢ars of the
delepates: “I would rather be a humble private in the ranks
of these who struggle for justice and equahity than to be o
minion of plutocracy, though adorned with purple and gold."
Many said it wes the finest piece of oratory they had ever
heard* Gore became the Democratic nominee for the Ter-
ritorial Couneil from the district composed of Caddo and
Camnanche counties. He was confident of his own election,
and spent most of his time traveling over the Territory cam-
pelgning for William Cross the party's nominee for delegate
to Congress. The speeches and connections Gore made that
summer were of significant import in his campeign for the
United States Senate five years later.

Gore's. eontributions to territorial legislation during his
term of office were meager; the importance of the session for
him was that he kept himself in the public eye. He publicly
admitted that he desired a United States Senate post when
Oklahoma became a State, causing the Oklahoma City Deily
Oklahoman to effuse, "When Gore becomes a senator for
Oklahoma the land of the fair god may well rejoice in hav-
ing one man the equal of the ropresentatives from any state
in the union"* Active in the stalehoed movement and giv-
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ing “sound advice™ t¢ the constitution-framers, Gore con-
tinued to keep himsell before the public. Along with Owen,
he was nominated in the Democratic primary of 1907, and
the first Cklahoma State Legislature made the election of
the two Democrats official

Qummy stamped as a Progressive Democrat, Gore spent
ch time during his sarly years in the Senale opposing
he

answer to tha panic of 1907, the Aldrich-Vreeiand Emergenny
Currency act, the new Senator considered wrong in prine
ciple, and he believed it wonld prove unwise in policy. A
makeshift measure, the bill was coaxed throu)

anly after the failure of the famous La Follette-led filibuster.
Duyring the filibuster, Progressive Republican Robert M, 1a
Follette of Wisconsin held the floor continuously for over
eighteen hours. William J. Stone of Missouri at last came to
the aid of La Folletta, and Stons was relioved by Gore as
the blind man took up the cudgels for the obstructionists.

Before joining the marathon, Gore had laid careful plans
with his cohort. Ha was to be relieved by Stone, after which
La Follette was to resume. Stone had left the Senate Cham-
ber far a rest during the Oklahoman's speech, and when he
returned Gore was informed by friends that Stone was pre-
sent and ready to speak. Gore concluded his speech within
a few minutes, turned his sightless eves toward Stone's seat,
and sat down. expecting fo hear the Missourian cleim re-
cognition. But Stone had stepped out of the Senate chamber
after Gore's having been informed of his return. TTnaware
of Stone’s departure, the blind obstructionist surrendered
the floor when no collaborator was present to eclaim it.

Meny suspecled that Stene hud been called out of the
Senate in order to trick the blind man, but this was never
proved. A popular rumor had it that Gore had been foreed
to sit down by an opponent behind him pulling at his coat-
tails, but Gore later discounted this version of the incident®
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The proponents of the hill capitalized on the situation, de-
manded a roll ¢all, and the bill was passed. It was a costly
mistake on the part of the blind obstructionist.

During the debates on the currency measure, Gore prais-
d La Follette with these words: “T trust that he will ragard
it 28 not otherwise then a compliment when I say that, in
ray opinion, he is the best Democral and the peorest Republi-
can in the Senate and in the United States."* This was the
first time Gore had praised La Follette publicly, but il was
not the last time they were to stand side by side on impor-
\ant issues, The “Fighting Progressiva” had the blind pro-
yressive Democral’s support many times during the next
devade.

The fight in the Senate over the Payne-Aldrich Tariff
Act was primarlly 3 siruggle between the middle western
Republican progressives and the eastern protectionist Re-
publican regulars, the comltoversy seeing the Demecrabic
minrity for the most part cheering fram the sidelines, But
some of the Demoerats ¢ould not refrain from sntering into
the heated debates on the subject, and Gore fell into this
group. Never one to leave the scene of a word-baltle he join-
«d the prograssives with viger.

p g farmers who i about transpor-
tation abuses, Gore assisted the Progressive Republicans in
their drive for railroad regulation, During the debates on
the Matin-Elkins Act, he consislently voted with the Middle
Western states’ representatives in their opposition to the
sbuses which the railroads imposed on the farmers of the
prairie plains. In the Progressive tradition, Gore was an early
wdvocate of direct elestion of Senators.

Although Willlam F, MeCombs, William G. McAdoo,
and Walter Hines Page led the drive in the summer and early
fell of 1811 fo make Woodrow Wilson President, Senator
Gore publicly expressed his actord with the movement a
year before the Democratic nominating convention, He oh-
served of Wilson: “In respect to legislative palicies, be is
abreast of the times, Ha is in harmony with the spicit of

—_—
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enlightenad and rational progress, and yet he is wise enough
to know that ‘too swift arrives as tardy as oo slow""” Laler
admitting that he jolned the Wilson ranks because he thought
it was 3 shrewd political calculation® Gore was the first
important political figure holding a national oifice ta ad-
vocate Wilson's nomination,

As a close friend of MeCombs, the general manager of
the Wilsen campaign, Gore gave valuahle preconvention ad-
vice, When the Democratic National Conmiliee selected
a city for (he nominating convention, McCombs, following
Gore’s suggestion, named Ballimore as the site. Gore and
MaoComhs favored Baltimore over New York City because
they did not want Wilsen's candidacy 1o have the appearance
of being Tamunany-dominated.” When Bryon R. Newton, pub-
licity agent for preconvention aclivities, clashed with Me-
Combs, he was dlsr.'halged and McCombs accepted Gore's

As the strug-

fle mmnslﬂpd “ba sickly MnCnmhs leaned more heavily on
Gore. It was 1o him, more Lhan any other person,” McCombs
recalled, “'that I lurned in the most difficult moments. ™

Gore publicly defended Wilson against the verbal attacks
of political opponents. During the Harvey-Wilson eplsode,
Gore piously intimated that Wilson wes refusing George
Harvey's suppart in order not to be obligated to him, remark-
ing that the Governor's ics should he willing to tell the
public frankly whether their candidates would accept a
financial obligation similar to the one the governor declined.
*T would rather see Governor Wilson defeated and his heart
an open bock, ‘that all who run may tead’,” he declared,
"than to see him triumphant with a skeleton in his pelitical
closet which had been concesled from the eyes of a eon-
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fiding people.*

Gore also aided Wilson's canse by persuading Francis
. Mewlands of Nevada, himself a possible presidential can-
didate, to declare his suppart of Wilson. Determined to carry
the Midwest in the primaries, MeCombs sent Gore, in March,
an a speaking tour of Wisconsin, But Gore did more than
speak. He helped orgenize an active publicity agency, and
from Milwaukee he directed the organizatlon of 4 campaign
which reached to the smallest precinct in the state. Nor
should Gore's wark for Wilson in Oklahama be overlooked.
With several able lieutenants, including William H, “Alfalta
Bill” Murray, Gore was able to get half of the Oklahoma de-
tegation 10 the national convention pledged 1o the New Jersey
FuvETnOr.

At the Ballbnore convention Gore worked diligently
for Wilson, McAdoo recalled in his autobicgraphy that Gore
was “'shillful and active” as one of the Wilson floor leaders
andl praised the Senator for his “great work.™® MaCombas'
secretary, Maurice F. Lyons, called Gore “a power on the
iloor1"" After the balloting was underway and it was ap-
parent that the hundred-odd delegates pledged to Qscar W,
Underwood held the balance of power betwsen Wilson and
Champ Clarl of Missour] (the twe leading contenders for the
naminatlon), MeCombs, Gore, and others held long com-
ferences with the Underwood leaders promising that if Wil-
son shauld be put cut of the race at any stage, they would
use their influence to deliver the Witson delegates to the
Alabamian. With the Underwood men agresing in return
o remnain loyal to their candidate, o selid anti-Clark block
was formed, and Wilsen ultimately prabably won the nomi-
hation because of the deft and persuasive arguments of his
backers.’® The New York Timer said, “Senator Gore was ra-
ferred to by Governor Wilson just before the deciding bal-
lol was cast at Baltimors as a field general so capable that

2 Lyons, MeCombs, p. 5%,
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it would be mere impertinetice ot his ewh part to intervene
in the situation instead of trusting =il to the Senator.™*

After the convention the most perplexing business fac-
ing the Democrats was the reorganization of the Democralie
National Committee, Josephus Daniels, A, Mitchell Palmer,
A. 8 Burleson, and Gore conferred seversl times, finally
ag‘reemg that MeCombs and McAdoo should be recommend-

and viee-shai 7 1y of the na-
Yonal A slrong including
Gore, was chosen to support McCombs and McAdoo.! Gore,
impressing his fellow workers with his organmng genius
during the pi ign, was named of
the National Bureau of Organization. When the Senator took
charge he found the party machinery in a state of “utter di-
lapidation," and it was October before the organization was
under full sail** Directing the campaign with extraordinary
ability, he perfested the organization to such an extert that
it was possible to reach the personnel of the smallest pre-
cincts. Distributing pamphlets giving detailed instructions
1o local workers on how to form Wilson and Marshall clubs,
Gore urged the establishment of these proups throughout
the country, supplying them liberally with campaign lilera-
ture and buttons.'* The organization bureau distributed 760,
000 packages of campaign material ta an estimated 360,000 dif-
ferant individuals. Some 3,300,000 pieces of printed matter
were sent directly from Gore's office and about 2,500,000
were sent from the general supply room by order of his
bureau.*

When the general election gave Wilson an electoral

' Angost 12, 1912
11 Of the conmittoe of foneteen, Burleson wldm‘z m;‘nwdmd

Combs, McAdoo, Gore, Danicks, Joseph E. Dy i, and
Willim Swulstrary the mesk irmorkant wenibets of Hie campaicn somitice.
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college landslide, the Democratic leaders huld conferences
from November to March, their discussions centering around
cabinet choices and the program for the next session of Con-
gress. Gore conferred with Colonel Edward M. House in
November, at which time the Oklahoma leader expressed his
favorable opinion of Bryan as a possible cabinet member2!
The following Janusry the Senator talked with the Presi-
dent-elect on two cceasions, at one of which he and Hoke
Smith conferred with Wilson for three hours discussing ca-
binet posts and the program for the coming session of Con-
gress.® There were rumors that Gore would be given & ca-
binet position, and it was generally believed in Qklzhoma
that the Senator could have one if he desired it.* But Gore
did not care to leave his Senate post. He had attained the
height of his ambition when he reached the Senate, and he
had no desire to Jeave it at a time when his influence was
obvicusly geining momentutn.

Gore lent his support to the New Freedom measures.
The Underwood tariff bill and the act establishing the Fe-
derel Reserve System received his votes, the Claylon Anti-
trust Act and the bil! providing for a Federal Trade Com-
mission gained his support, and the various social-justice
measures enacted during the Wilson regime, including woman
auﬂrage met with his approval. When an amendinent to the

itotion proposing suffrage for women was woted down
in 1914 the National Suffrage Association published its first
blacklist, naming nine United States Senators and nine Re-
presentatives in Congress “whose oppasition to woman suf-
{rage is o powerful as to constitute the greatest obstacle to
federal legislation that the wamen have to face.”™ Gore was
included fn this list; he had voted against woman suffrage.!
But Clore learned his lesson, and thereafter he voted and
spoke for the extension of the suffrage until it was secepted

1 Touse fo Wisan, Novepiber 35, 1917, quoted i Chaies Semour
L8)- The Tetimate Papérs of Colonel House' (Boston, 19363, Vel. | 35

" The New York Times, [anuagy 9, 1913,
2 'Firy Post-Herald, {Hallis} November 7, 1912 The Weekly Star,
1Mz %m-n Mo 38, 19VL. ha Aons Gasati {Ehocuin) Decem:

The e York Titnes, August 30, 1
” Congrestional Record, 63 Congress, 2 5& Pp. 5108.
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b the legislature.!*

‘When the Democrats organized the Benate in the spring
of 1913, Gwre was appointed to the posilicn he deslred above
all others: il of the C e
and Forestry. In this position his major re!pﬂnslblhty cen-
tered around the annual agricultural appropriation bills al-
Iocating money for the Department of Agricuiture. Working
behind Lhe scenes on many other pieces of legislation, Gore
wys the Senate floor leader when agricultural appropria-
tions were being considered.

The most significant lepislation with which Gore dealt
in his capacity related to rural credits. With agilation for
rural credit reform increpsing, Gore secured an amendment
to the 1914 agricultural apprapriation bill, making possible
the creation of the United States Rural Credit Commission
with power “to investigate and study in European countries
cooperative land-mortgage banks, cooperative rural credit
uniens, and similar organizations and instilutions deveting
their attention to the promotion of agriculture and the better-
raent of rural conditions."* President Wilson appointed Gore
as & member of his commission, but other duties hindered
him from making the European tour?® From the Sata gather-
ed in Eumpe,"E Duncan U. Fletcher of Florida, chairman of
the ion, framed and d a bill to establish a
system of privately controlled land banks to operate under
federal charier. A clause in the bill providing for govern-
ment support was opposed by both Wilson and Secretary of
Agriculture David F. Houston, and the agrarians were forced
to halt temporarily their agitation for rural credits,

While guiding the 1816 agricultural appropriation hill
through the Senate, Gore submitted Fletcher's original rural
credit measure as an admendment, but it was never reported
from committee, A second atternpt was made to attach the
hill as an amendment, and Gore had a conference with the
President on the subject, bt when House conferees insisted

E]l
e m.ﬁazm p. 10987, 65 Congrcss, 3 Sess., p. 3062;
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on drastically Tevising the amendment, Gore voieed vijection,
and the subject was laid aside for furthar study.

At Gore’s insistence a substitute for the amendment
was included in the bill, creating a twelve-member congres-
sional joint committee charged with the responsibility of pre-
paring and reporting to Congress in January, 1916, a bill pro-
vidging for the establishment of & gystem of rural creds
adapted to American needs and conditions, After working
for nearly a year, this committee introduced a bill in the
Senate. Awere of the need for a system of long-term loans
gt Jow rates of interest with the amortization method of
payments, Gore lent his support to this LIL* When the
mezsure was signed into law by the President a number of
interested guests were present, including the members of
the United Rural Cradits Commission.®

Gﬂre s 1907 campaign platform contained a plank against
and the Senator manifested his pacificism dur-
ml pericd in the United States-Mexican relations
por 10 this country's entry into Warld War L Introducing
a resolution in the Senale to authorize the President to ne-
gotiate with Mexico for a neutral zone along the northern
border of Mexico, Gore expressed his incroasing pacifistio
This been i in & mare
enn¢rete way with the outbreak of the Werld War in Europe.
In the progressive tradition, (Gare assumed that the war was
mainly economic in causation, and he attacked the bankers,
munition makers, and industrialists who profited finanecially
from the war, He refused 1o support the President's defense
pragram as he aFgned himselt with the antipreparedness
group,

‘The problem of neutrality facing the Ubited States re-
celved Gore's attention when the intensified German sub.
rarine campaign brought violations of the rights of Ameri-
cam citizens traveling on belligerents' armed ships. After se-

® Core in_address before the New York Crodit Men's Association
o ?\(-w Yotk Cliw, s 25, 1918, Seaic Docymtents, 64 Congress, |
& r crial No. 6952}, . 7.
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# Sturr's Oblahoma Maguzine, Vol. TV {Maich-April 1907}, p. 165,
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veral mmdents, a multitude ot d:ploma%ic notes, and gereral

to the 'S rever&!]s eoun-
ter-revershls relating to the subject of travel on the high
seas, a crisis was reached in the early spring of 1916, With
the Congress {whose members generaily favored restrictions
on Ameriean travelers) and the President (who wanted to
hold the Germans to “strict accountability” for loss of Ameri-
can lives by U-beat attack) in disagreement on the issue, it
appeared to many that Wilson was deliberately tiving to
maneuver this country inte war by going to almost any ex-
reme to support the principle of American rights to travel
on the high seas. The climax came when Wilson decided to
tight his eritics in Congress who, he felf, were Lrying to
take from him the control of foreign affairs. ** The Gore-
McLemore resalutions, around which the controversy had
raged, were decisively defeated in March, 1916, (although
Gore amended his resolution beyond recognition) and the
crisis was past.

Gore had been in the thick of the fight since early Janu-
ary, 1416, when he introduced bills io prevent Americans
from traveling on belligerent ships. These bills were not
acted upon, and the situation seemed to indicate that the
President was leading the country inte war. Gore then in-
troduced his resolution, which if accepted, would have ex-
pressad Congress's disapproval of United States eitizens ex-
ercistng the right to travel on armed ships,

Although not a pacifist in the se'nﬁe that he opposed
war under any ' Gore wa
most af the progressives in leaning toward isolationism. Bul
Gore opposed involvement in the Burapean war for another
reason, By 1814, he had pledged himself to reducing govern-
ment expenses to save the taxpayers' money, and he knew
that a declaralion of war would bring havoe to the United
States treasury. Pacifist progressive tendencies, oppusition to
militarism, obsession with saving money, and a fear that the
President desired war in the spring of 1915 forced the blind

5 Wikon 1 v A, P Pubossy 39 1916, Wilson Panes.
34 Thomas P, Gore, “The True Basis for Anicricn's World Influence.”
L R U it g bt
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Genator to advocate suspension of what he considered a
yrivial right in order to lessen America’s chances of becomn-
ing a part of the Burcpaan conflict,

Ti the spring of 1817 the situation in Eurcpe was in-
cressingly foreboding, and Wilson's antagonists filibustared
1o death a bill designed to give the Chief Executive the power
ta acr American ships, Gore was seriously i during the fili-
buster,’ but he sursly would have joined it had he been pre-
sent.” This sickness alse prevented him from being present
when the vote was taken on the war declaration, but he later
announced that he oppesed the declsration and would have
voted against it had he been there.

Gore's voting Tecord durlng the war was generzlly anti-
administration. He voted for the war-risk insurance act for
American military personnel, the civil rights act for soldiers,
the preferential shipping bill, the so-called trading-with-
the enemy act, and several similar bills, but these measures
were negligible when placed beside the ones he opposed.
Favoring g volunteer axmy, the Senator feared that the draft
would make this country too militaristic. For similar reasons
he voted against the bill providing for censorship of the press
4during wartime. Although supporting the espionage bill, Gore
soon expressed ragret for having dame so, "because it has al-
ready been used or abused to throttle freedom of speech and
freedom of the press.” > As a resalt of Gore's stand on these
measures, especially the draft, the Oklahoma press and etec-
torate became aroused. Much popular disapproval was ex-
pressed against Gore's voting record. Acgording to one sur-
wvey of 225 Oklahoma newspapers, not & single editorial
column openly supported the Senator.®®

A member of the Senale Finance Commitiee, Gore helped

* Congressianal Record, 64 Congoess, 2 Sess., R BEME ZTH9; Per
sonal snhml(w with [ Roy Thempsan, [r,, Nowmba
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ane of s el zroop of w * and it is Jechniclly iraccusate 1o
Tefer b him us one of fem, but cvents in 7 wamant the
mndmm.] dmn here.
.\Iu:r RMelton, Awgust 23, 1917, in Wilbwn G. Cart-
“Hshr l‘wpcn {Manviscripts Dvision, University of Oklahoma Librarv}.
3 The Daity OMchaman, (OXlaioma cuy) Septenider 2, 1917
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prepare the war-revenue acts, and he voted for almost all
of the major approprlation bills, but he negated the effect
of his co-operation by opposing the government's policy for
‘war-financing. He favored the pay-as-you-ge plan, continual-
Iy stressing that he did not want to lay a great debt on fu-
tore generations. He believed thai the government should
tax tather than boitow money to finance the war, Wishing
1o tax companies resping huge war profits, he declared, “I
‘would like to demenetize war. I might almost say .. . . every
dellar of war profits is dripping with bleod and tears”™ If
1he Senztor had had his way, a high flat rate--he failed to
mention a specifie figure--would have been established ra-
ther than the graduated seals of taxation on war profits
which the Senate ultimately accepted. Claiming to have or-
tginated the slogan “draft meney ns well a5 men.” the Sena-
tar favored the various liberty and victery loan drives, al-
though he was accused of apposing them, Before the South-
ern Commercial Congress in New York in October, 1817,
Core said, “It is as much a public duty to buy bonds 2s to
pay taxes. The man with the pocketbeok must stand beck
of the bay with the bayonet. Tt would he plmost as great a
disagler to Jose this liberty laan drive as tn Inse a haltle in
France.” 1

Except for the food survey requested by the President,
Gare. generﬂl.ly :Isd nol agree with the President's recom-

food ion in wartime, He open-
1y opposed the Lever food control bill because he concluded
1nat il delegated unconstitutional powers to the executive.
As a result of the opposition, Gore, as Agrieulture Committss
chairman, appointed a member of his committes and a friend
of the measure to take control of the bill," and then he led
Lhe oppesition to it.

Gom dxd not like the bmd powerz over feod produc-
tion, and @ to the Chiet
Executive. The section of the bill requiring businesses to se-
cure licenses to operate repelled Gore “To require a free
country to take out a lcense to transact business when he

4 Congresionat Record, 65 Congiss, 1 St sm
typed manuseript of Hhis speech is in the Gore P
T e 03 Compns 1St g™
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should be encouraged to wransact business runs counter 1o
my view of first principles as well as of sound public policy,”
he declared * His oppasition to the President on this issue
caused many Dklahoma newspapers to suspeet that Gore was
in league with the food speculators. His opposilion was so
strong and his eriticism g0 biting that he wes charged with
obstructing the war legislation by a fellow Senator. Presi-
dent Wilson agreed that Gore had used obstructionist tactics
in his fight against the bill, atd thanked George Chamberlain
far making his remarks apainst Gore on the Senate floor.™

With the enactment of the Lever Food Contral Act, Presi-
dent Wilson placed a minimum price on wheat and sei the
stage for amother clesh between the administralion and the
independent "Sooner” Senator. When it berame apparent
that the fixed price for wheat was not only the minimum
but also the maximum figure, Gore went into action. Al-
though he apposed price fixing in principle, Gore advooated 2
higher absclute figure since he had boen assured by Food Ad-
ministralor Herbert Hoever and Secrelary of Agriculture
Houston that the price was not the minimum but the absolute
price.’ In February, 191B, the Senstor introduced a resolu~
tion providing that the minimurn price for the 1618 wheat
crop be raised from $2.00 to $2.50 per bushel. When this mea-
sure made no progress, he introduced an amendment 1o the
agrieyltural appropriation bill proposing this increase.

for steering the ation bill through the
Senate, Gore included his amendrment and in March, 1918, the
Senate made the wheat amendment a part of the appropria-
Lion bill. Senate and House conferees discussed this amend-
ment until June, delaying the passage of all agriculiural ap-
propriations when at last Gore agreed to a reduction of ten
cents per bushal. But the President was not disposed to aceept
the wheat amendment. “Nothing more distinetly against the
public interest has been put into a bill in many a month,”
he had written when the Senate first accepted the amend-

—
= Ibid, 5272
' Witson to Chiamiberlain, August 8, 1917, quorcl in Ray Siannar?
ke, Wagdrow WWilsen, Life and Lettert [New Yotk, 1939). Vel VI,

1 Congrestional Record, 65 Congress, 2 Sass,, p. 4488,
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ment, “and 1 fail o see any need for it, from the point of view
even of the farmer™® In a veto message which the House
subsequently refused o override, the President dissented
from the amendment on pnnclple a5 well as expediency ¥
Coming from a state with a large portion of its area in the
w;neat belt, Gore tried but failed to assist his Jarge farm con-
stituency.

He was more successful in securing benefits for his oil-
interested constituency under the gunise of war legislation.
To the War Revenue Act of 1918 he secured the adoption of
an amendment which inavgurated the discovery depletion
allowanee, the principle for exempting from the income tax
all proceeds from oil which represented capital by providing
for the return of capital based on the market value. Oil pro-
ducers thus paid less taxes than when depletion had been
based on cost.

When the Trealy of Versailles was before the Senate for
ratification, Gore insisted that reservations be made in re-
gard to the United States' eniry into the League of Nations.
Knowing that the treaty could not pass without reservations,
Ollahoma's junier Senator had voted for many of them and
during the voting in Movember, 1918, he cast his ballat for
the treaty with reservations. He was one of four Democrats
who relused Lo listen to the Prexident’s plea for the supporters.
of the League ta vote against the treaty with the Lodge re-
servations.

Gore has generally been considered one of the “Irrecon-
cilables" opposed to the treaty in any form, but it is more ac-
curate to label him a Reservationist. The treaty advocates
gonerally voted apanst the reservations while the Trreconcil-
ables voled for tham, with both groups joining to vote against
the treaty in its final form. The Reservationists, although
a Targe group not lending itself to accurate generalizations,
were ordinacily in favor of the reservations and then voted
for the treaty in its completed form, Gore fell within the
beunds of this group and should definitely be classed with

“ W:Isﬂll to Atlee Pomerene, March 25, 191 Wilsan
Houre Ducumm!s, 65 Congress., 2 Sess, Ne. 1226, CXlV Sere
ial \lu MN} v 3
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ane of the several groups of Reservationists,

Gore insisted that he favored = league of nations; but
he did not like the League that Wilson advocated. He wanted
a world erganization “to regulate i il law, set up
2 code of justice and establish a court of conciliation,” but he
did not want en arrangement requiring an army to enforce
its decrees.!” He claimed he did not want to see the treaty
defeated, but he was realist enough to understand pnrty
politics, and he faresaw that if the treaty were accepted it
would be with Reservations, Favoring the reservations which
Henry Cabot I_tnd,ge advanced, Gore manifested his growing

fears of ling alliances and

irequent vnrs

Gore's defept in 1920 resulted from his outspoken op-
position to the administration's war policies, his stand on
the Leapue, and the faci that his political oppenents laid
careful plans for his defeat, taking advantage of the Okla-
homa voters' aroused attitudes because of his elash with their
popular President. During the decade of the twenties while
he was out of the Senate, Gore crystallized his isolationist
thibking, and be became ecomomically more conservative.
Practicing Jaw in Washington, he fought and won the case
of Burnet, Commissioner of Internal Revenue, ». Coronado
Oil and Gas Company, dealing with petrolewmn recovery on
tax-exempt state-owned school lands. ** He argued this case
twice before the United States Suprems Court, finally win-
hing it in 1932, Gore’s interest in the oil industry's welfare
undoubtedly helped his growing conservatism, and the menay
he made as a Tesult of this and other Jitigations did not hinder
the trend.

Gare's re-election to the Senate in 1930 is attributable
o several factors. The patifism which he had munifested dur-
ing the First World War and his isolationism apparent dur-
ing the debates on the Treaty and the League were not s
Tepugnant to Oklahoma vaolers after a decade dominated by
sirilar sentipgent. Not to be discounted was the fact that
Gore tied his campaign securely to the Democratie guberna-
e

Harioy's Wi gakly, Vol XVIT {December 3, 19191, pp. 1.
-* ZBEU 5. %93 (1992},
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torial candidate, “Alfalfa Bill" Murray. Appesling 1o the mar-
ginal farmers of Oldahoma by canpaigning as the candidate
with a hole in his pocket, Gore ousted the Republican incum-
bent.

During the first {wo years of his last senatorial term,
Gore criticized the Hoover administration's efforts to solve
the problems created by the depression. The only positive
suggestion offered by Gore for sclving the depression dilem-
ma while the Republicans were in office was his advocacy of
Lhe reviving of i it trade. With tri-
umphing during the Republican supremacy of the twenties,
Geore was sire that the tarlff barriers aided depression. He was
convinced that these walls would have to be lowered for
trade and prosperity to return. Thinking that &ll of the el-
forts of the administration were in vain, Gore was a stalwart
advocate of laissez-faire jn the midst of one of the world's
nTst econamic crises.

The Senator campaigned for Franklin D. Roossvelt in

1932, but he soon became an opponent of the New Deal be-

cause it was “going too far too fast.” Voting for the bankitng

holiday bill, ke soon had misgivings about the unlimited

plenary power granle:\ under it, He did nnt vole on Lhe il
the

and
he was unhappy with many nf the achvmes of the “'rnple
A" program. He voiced opposition to the Government's re-
gulating the choice and quantily of crops to be planted by
the farmers. Scoffing at crop reduction as & way to decreass
surpluses, he questioned the policy of "murdering” pigs un-
der the program.®

The lar New Deal ex) to

and ragiment industry for recovery and reform, espeeially
the National Industrial Recovery Act, received Gore's op-
position. The victually complete regulation of industry pro-
posed under the NIR.A Gore termed “as revolutionary as
anything that happenad in this country in 1776, or in France
in 1788, or in Ttaly under Mussolini or in Russia under

# Gore to Henry A Wallaee, September 14, 1933, in Gore Papess.
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Sralin."* He expressed, astonishment at the amount of authori-
1y to be invested in the head of the National Recovery Ad-
ministration, and he vocally protested the sastion which he
thought would destroy private property. He Teasoned that
the framers of the measure were confusing the police power
with the power to regulate commerce. His primary consti-
wtional objections were raised in regard to the issuing of
licenses to carry on business, and his strongest opposition to
1he N.LR.A. related to these government-issued permits.

On the contantfon that the NIR.A. was unconstitutional,
Gore voted against its passage. When the Supreme Court
vindicated his position by declaring unsnimously that the
aet was unconstitutional®! Gore could hardly restrain him-
self. He wrote an open letter to the Cklahoma press mwhn-.h
he gave himself verbal pals on the back by reminding his
readers that he had pwedicted this outcome, hlnt.ng that his
stand by the Constitution in the face of papular disapproval
should be remembered at election time He alse wrote a
letter (which he never mailed) to Chisf Justice Charles Evang
Hughes the day after the historic decision, praising tha
Court's action and racalling his defense of the Constilution
during the debates on the bill.™

Along with Gore's constitutional and economie opposi-
tion, to governmental control of industry went his philosophy
regarding federal relief, a prominent aspect of the Roosevel-
tian program. Gare insisted throughcut his last term in of-
fice that relisf should be administered at state and local levels
rather than by the federal guv!rnment Because nf bis atti-
tude toward the and his to
protect the taxpayer, Gore wes a persnnial oppanent of the
New Deal relief measures. Every relief measure adopted in-
variably tock more money from the taxpayer's pocket, and
the Senator pleaded the cause of the taxpayer who financed
the measures, When Congress debated the bill appropriating

37:“ Senate Finance Cornmiltes, 73 Congress, Hearings {May 31, 1933,

»

& Shwhln ». Unitod Stakes, 205 U. 5. 495 (1935).

' Gore to Ghades Evans Hughes. May 28, 1935, in Gore Paper.
The writey has edited this letter which has been publ ished in The C.hmn-
scles of OMahoms, Yol XXXIT, No. 4 [Winter, 195455), pp. 42031



284 Chronicles of Oktahoma

nearly five billion dollars for relief, Gore freely expressed
his dissent and voted against the bill in the face of disappravol
of lavge numbers of unemployed voters in Cklahoma.

Gore attacked pensions in his old age, expressing dis-
favor with the adminisiration's efforts to institute old age
benefits and social security both as relief measures end pub-
lic welfare legislation. On cocasion he expressed fears of so-
cialism advancing under the guise of the New Deal ™ He held
that mssistance for persons over sixty-five shonld be
on the principle that it right make the recipients cease to
have jnitiative * He often expressed the opinion that the vir-
tues zelf-help, self-denial, self-reliance, and self-Tespect were
being stifled by the enormous sums set sside for relief. He
was 1ot simply using a euphonious catehphrase when he sald
that “the dole spolls the soul” He honestly believed that
the New Deal policies repressed individual initiative, contri-
buting to greater numbers of persons demanding subsidiza
tiom.

Soil conservation was the one important area in which
the Oklahoma Senator and the New Deal were in agreement.
Although opposing government compstition with private en-
terprise by voting against the Tennessee Valley Autherity,
Gore considered the program of conservation indispensable
for the fulure of the country and was one of the prime movers
for soil conservation. The damaging dust storms of the early
thirties, witk the loss of valuable topscil by wind and soil
erosion, foreed Gore 1o fuvor government intervention for the
hard-hit plains states Gewerally opposed to federal regula-
tion, he acknowledged erosion control as a funetion of the
central government since it entailed engineering problems
which individual farmers or states could not handle. To sclve
the problems of floed and erosion the Senator advocated a
network of dams and reservoirs on the Mississippi River's
tributaries, o well as terraces and other conservation mea-
sures on individuel farms. With this in mind he introduced
5 bill to pratect the Mississippi watershed against soil ero-

e 1inance Commitiee, 74 Ca'fm Hearjogs {January 25,
1935], B 135 Seo also Francis Perkins, The i T Knew [New York
19161 pr. 29839,

A The New York Timez, January 26, 1935
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sion, A similar House bill wes ultimately accepted, but Gore
deserves mention for his strong advocacy of this conservation
measure. He also introduced a bill to establish a goil con-
servation service to deal with (lood waters affecting the na-
wigability of streams. Again his bill was not the one which
finally became law, but the phrase “sail eonsarvation ser-
vice,” originaied by Gore, was substituted for “soil erosion
control service,” the name originally designated for the new
division inn the Department of Agriculture®®

Excluding legislation regarding soil conservation, Gore
did not give great effort to the needs of his farm eongtituency
during the 1930°s. He was ofilen out of step with the New Deal
legislation attempting to meet rural needs, and he played the
role of oppeser more often then that of advocate. The Sena-
tar's intersst in farm assistamce was 1o longer as intense as
it had been during his earlier period in the Senate. The mov-
ing of his legal voting residence from Lawton to Oklahoma
City in 1930 just after his re-clection weas symbolic of his
shifted emphasis in regard to his constituents. During his
earlier terms in public office he had defended progressive
measures, the farmers, and the poor, but during the 1830°s—
even {hough he insisted he was still a voire of the farmers—
it was apparent that his interests no longer lay primarily with
his first love, For example, although Gore harped on the ex-
pensa added to gaseline for farmers’ tractors when he dis-
cussed the federal gasoline tax, his opposition actually stem-
rted from his interest in his large oil constituency. He often
liguratively shed public tears for the ¢vertaxed oil industry
and preached against the tax structure which he belleved
Placed an unnecessarlly heavy burden on that industry. In-
strumettal near the end of the Wilson era in the passage
of & depletion allowance which greatly benefitted oil produc-
ers, Core spent efforts to obtain a larger allowance fer cil
depletions during his Jast term in the Senate.

Gore’s longtime stand against protective taritfs, dating
fram early years in the Senate and expressed freely during
the Republican aseendancy of the twenties, was reversed
when he voled for a tariff on ol during the depression, He

ressipnal Record, 74 Congresy, | Siss,, p. 6012,
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circumvented his previous anti-protectionist stand by say-
ing that the hard tumes dernanded a tariff on oil, and he sooth-
ed his i ing that he n em-
‘bargo on a mnntb_'l)' basis rather than a tariff hwf’ Gore
raised hoth constitutional and economic donbts about the
Teciprocal trade agreements of the thirties, He did not believe
that the executive should be given the power to raise ot re-
duce tariff duties or that reciprocity was the best way to
promote international trade,

Gore's isolationism came to the fromt in the Senate
fight over World Court. President Ronsevelt felt that
the public favered the United States’ joining the World
Court, and in 1936 he senl a special message to the Senate
pressing that body to vote te join the Court. Gore weorked
against the Court with Hiram Johnson, William E. Borsh,
and George W. Norris, old-line progressives of the postwar
era who had long expressed fears about international “en-
tanglements.” It was these men more than any others in
the Senate who defeated adherence to the Clourt.

Although Gore had voted ior some of the New Deal
measures, he was 100 conservative to support all of them.
The aped Senator was washed ashore when the Mew Deal
reached high tide in 1936, the policies of Franklin D, Roase-
velt being the significant issues in Olklahoma’s Demaoctatic
primary campaign of that year. When the prognosticators
analyzed the election results showing the incumbent running
a poor fourth, they saw the powerful impact the New Deal
had made on the Oklahoma populace. Gore's independence
 the face of the national administration was the mast im-
portant element in his defeat.

Another factor causing his demise was prejudice arous-
ed among the lower classes by the support given him by me-
tropolitan newspapers and business. Although the wealthy
and conservative urban vote was cast for the Semator, he
wag unable to appeal to the rural voters, and he lost much
of hiz former strength in the farming areas’? His affinity

lp«x I by Gare hefore lhc Gavernors' O Ralicf Conference. Jan-
vary 16, 1350, s o
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with the oil interests superseded his appeal to the marginal
farmers in his conservative ald age, and this became an im-
portent detriment in his last campaign. For the second time
in his career Gore had been defeated for a Senate seat pri-
marily because of his appasition {0 2 popular prograw. His
stand against Wilson and the war measures was oniy a por-
tent of his final retirement in 19387

Even though Gore was a staunch conservative in the
1930, he claimed 1o be a “true” progressive. Reminded of
his opposition to the New Deal as an illustration of his con-
servatism, Gore used an analogy of a caunon ball fired at
night which appeared to be standing still if a flash of lightn-
ing came while the ball was in the air. Said he, “I am going
as fest as the cannon ball but I am not going as ast as lightn
ing.”™* Claiming to be in the Jeffersonian tradition, he be-
1leved in the philosaphy that the govermment which governs
least governs best. Upon his final retirement, Gore stated
that throughout his career he had tried to steer his course
by the “fixed star of principle” and not by the “shooting stars
of expediency.”™ Yet there is & marked difference between
his early progressive career and his later conservalive one.

He carmot often be charged with vating on the grounds
of expediency, but it is dbvious that his outlook on govern-
ment regulation and federal domestic supparts changed with
the years, During his later years, he opposed many things
which he had favored in his earlier coreer: direct slection
of Senalors, the income tax, pensions, reciprocal tariff agree-
ments, federal aid to various groups, and federal supervision
of industries,

Claiming that his Populist ardor was dus to the radical
rTancy of youth, the Old Senator had become nltraconser-
tive. He was removed from the political scene because he
was out of step with the times. But his eareer, spanning the
first third of the twentieth century, is inseparably linked with
the ear]y history of the State of Oklahoma.

i - Citms spent the semaining thirteen veass ef his life practicing law
n the nation's capital specilizing in I affairs and tax mathers,
5 Tire Washingtan Pest, Junc 16, 1934.
14, 1507 ta the editor of The Independent, (Oklhorna City) March
1 1936, quated in Congressional Revord, T4ih Cengress, 2 Sess, p. 4378.




