5 Chrenices of Oidhoma

THE FOUNDING GF PONCA CITY
By Louis Seymenr Barnos®

On Mareh 3, 2893, Congress authorized the opening of the
Cherokee Qutlet or Cherokes Strip as it has siice come Io be alled,
It éxteuded from the Arkimsss River oh Uit east, o countien
wide, west along tha north herder of Oklalone as the sinip
of toreitary that hiad beon ressrved by the Gy ecnmtnt, s8elitr i
the century 24 u pathwsy for the Oherokess from their luuds in
Eastern Oldahoma to the western hynting gronnds. On Angust 19,
180, President Grover Cleveland Issued . proslamstion that the
lany wonld he gpened for setllerent on September 16, 1893, by run
from both the north border and he south border.

Burton Seymour Barnes, my father, had been in the furnitore
mannfyet| business in Adrian, Michigan, but the depression of
19 eaused Dim te sell et business, and lie was intersated in
Iindiog & now venture, Ho road of the opeuiug of the Choroker
Strip and in Jue 1853 weat. to Arkansas City v leok over the new
land. It was hik ides to found = sity. The more he thought of it,
the more he became imbued with the ides. He bought s surrey and
two Fine black horaes to drive over the Strip to find the best place
to calablish 8 city.

There wes nothing st any of the railrand stopa Su the Strip
exeept frame stations and small hovses in which the raileoad egents
lived. Enid looked ke 8 gaod locetion ; bt the Government owned
the townsite, and Ble. Barucs did not think it would be profitable
to slart a city where the Governmenl owned all the property. He
drave east, along a trail to Perry. There were no ronds,
and no bridges—merely trails winding between the rajlroad stops.
Perry was else a Goverument town, end one of the Government
Lang Offices whas localeqd there. e did not think it would be possible
to profit from Tesl estate development at this Uovernment sity sa
he drove norih glong a trail and crossed creeks through the Otos
nd Pouca Indian Reservations.

After lenving the Ponce Indien Reservation, the trail led to
e spring at the present site of 13th Street snd Sonth Avenne in
Pouea City, The trail went on from ¢his point to che B & M Ford
goross the Arkansas River, which was lacaied st the preseat site of
the big bridge avross the Arksisas River. Why it was named B
& B Ford, 1 have never heard. The baoks of the River were low
and wide al this puim and thin meant that since the water was
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Wil it wis shay bo sirter and cross the Wiver, Thin Ford i
wsd for aboot thres years after the Strip opanin
the citizenn of Ponea City raised a fund by centribuf ﬂ
 wonden bridge at approximately the same site s the prement
bridge.

Mr. Barues stopped at the sprivg, watsred the and
Tilled hiy jug with the tool water 1nd put thy sorneeh ilullpl:r back
into the jug, He was sippiog a cop of Flice bl i, Wl e v
& Sants Fa Erught Eonin go by less than & mils evway. le oxelsimed,
““This in the mite for a new city. With anch good water and &
Locatien on the Reilrasd nent the River crossing, it is an ideal
site for a elty\“

driviog over the land betweau the spring and tha railroad,

e :ound o e rolling but for the most part lavel Ha was m

than ever convinced thet thin wes an jdeal site (ar n e my

Passing along neat the railrond, he eame to Cross, & railroad st

sar mile nurl ng inquiry, he found that m rl:-uu.g for
cater st Crogs ind to be reasonably good on r.he ual. 8ide

of the railrond, bat on the west aide, it wan moatly *'

This fact led to him to believe that Croms could not grow mm n

#ity and thet the lncation a Tile south was the tdeal apot.

When he returned to Arkansas Cily, Mr. Barnes made a u.|k
at the Opere Hopre bosating of tha new city. Ona man in
audience asked the question, * Will the traina atop et the naw mtyl"

ilr. Darmes raplied, *“The traits will stop Just the serme oe ob
Chicage."*

And Mr. Barnes Teplied, “There 15 & good spring ua l.nng e
ul the uoutheast corner of the cily, and I believe thet there is a
lurge cheet of water underosath the entire city, Thie Jerge expanse
of undergronnd water deatines this lovation to grow inte a lurge
city, "

rge

Uomequently, b orgasiied. tho Ponen Townaite Compary end
wold 2400 certifinnlen at $2 each, This banded together a mrg!
wumber of peuplr, ll of whom wanted to take part

ity The sebsifioass ctintlod tho holder onky fo Zire eall on the fois
wiien, the owners of the property put them up for sale. The money
wan 1o he used aa a nuolous of Gity funds to be used for surveying
rors stakun an Al blocka for g and for employment of &
eity 11 1t ‘sean lown. that it would be neswiizy 1o bave
roxisiom] vity guverament for tmo or Chres montbs Wotil & oity
harter coutd be obtained uad a fegal clectian held:
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The Federal Qovsrmment surveyed all the land and nemed the
enunu« by the lettery H, J, K, L, M, sod 0. The county in whi
o ituated wis named ““K.” Tn 1907 st statehood, most
merl, [Jowever, this county kept the same
name K" but the spelling was changed to * Kay.”"

Puring the summer of 1893, the entire Cherokea Strip was
aceupied by soldiers. The land and all the brush along the greeks
wea burned so that no one could hide willin the Strip before the
duy of the opening. The soldiera patrolled all the borders of the
Strip unil noon of September 16, 1893, Peaple wete prohibited from
eniering from the east Lorder, @inee that would give them aa ed-
vantage in reaching the Tich tand in the south part of the a
However, sumerous people did coma in from the east border
sattled an the land

On the piorning of Sept=mber 16, it wan estimated that thers
were 25,000 peopls on the north line of the Oklaboma Territory from
Arknnaes ity west. The erowd wan 5o thick that in many instances
instead of one line sking the starting border, there were three or
fout lines decp, rech one hoping Lo best the other to 8 choiee farm.

Each 160 aeres wes marked with & stone tablat at tha corer
in order that ench claiment conld gat deseription of the farm
on which he intended 1o file his claim, [t wea expected that the
Firgt peraon on the land would be the only to claim title snd that
he would drive & stoke on the lend cleimed. But as it worked out,

of llm o

it was difficult Lo detsrinive who was the [Grst oue o the Jand
arvanme somn plan whersby ¢ coscened sciion might be obiained and by whigh all
weuld be equally iainres v an_cquil chance, b 5o for B, 5,
Burars 1o augaest & plan by which 1his m wceompli .
ihat all who weee, iniending fa go Lo thia peimt be invlied to lorm \hemuches lma
10 mamocistion o be know ca G, ther

inpued and that immediately aft

wip
|I- xite: chosen be Im.L off and 1

# mmoci
s Byt raale of ih dra ¥
n Honday, Scember 18, tuo iy s gpenies, ity

wa thel e re Fom neclion ol
Jina v .mmaﬁ., purchiiag the rele of 4l who Mads 10y <laic 10 Yot e
ap that tme. e put 1o work and in twe days the whole reetiun
ke ol T 5o D, hocbering e b vad Ninetp i il Sith
crenry lorx in ac Facept . diem an each wide ol the mein
v ate, wbich contaned wsaty o ot <otk 4 amal sty wap bl

(05 umed ks w1 fite and mare membern were (aken inta the Auo.
m until on Thursday moming, Scpm-her 21, thr \nul num ol member
meunid fo SN s (oY e undred L name vas
on & amafl card aed placed in one Lox. while eards containing the numhess
T 21 Mok meve Beved i swetiee s rd W etmine so el by 0K
& card from each box smehancouwly.

“Each prrum an aoen s bt s dwmn prcesdtd o i 101 wnd
hamesteaded ne ...p.md i in 1 wry h. esiced, in only 1wo ac three in-
atances. han there ever heen. any a1 g & bt e these Wl

e resnori o hose ekt anem Lt 1t g g e Broncuneed
& fallure ln Fomea Chy."

0%
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The ¢laimant was expeeted 10 obtain a witbess that Le waa the
first oD on the land &nd saw the chm..m drive the first atake.
1t was thea necessery For the claimant to go to the United States
Land Office at Perry to file his claim " the particulsr The
tand Gffice kept (hese tecords, and ax time went on all parties
were expected to appear bernre tre Land Office afficiale and

prave ny'* their clains The farmy were also called **elniios,’”
stamee u-m were several cluimants, ulm wern

st ev
le:»d *‘gontestan

After the “'prove up®’ period, the officials st the land Office
made & deeision as to the party thet weg on the lgnd first, A copy
of the proceedings was then sent to the Seerstary of the Interior
who had the wight to approve it or order a re-heari i ap-
preval, the President of the United Statea issund a U tha land
Erom the Uniled States, and this title was called 2 “puunt ‘* The
Tirst putents wert issued sboill six mobthe After the opening and
santinued Lo Be isued for a pariod of about fiva years. Some <laims
had aa many e eight or ten eontestants, rnd there wes much bitter
feeling and eversl killings in Kay County before all the patents
were issued.

Before the opening, Arkansea City was tha gemtor of indus.
trious metivity. It was estimated that there were 15,000 or more
people who had gathered there 10 make the Ran. Some of them
lind’ stored their household goods in Arkansss c aud after_the
Run came back to get theas persennl belongings aad u tenl in which
to Tive for & few weekn, There were oring more who had moved
groacry supplies, hardware supplies, furnitore supplies, and lumber
stocke Lo Arkansas Uity preparatory ta moving them into the new
TeTritory &b s00m 43 possible after the opening.

agine slarting a uew town! There wou nolhing then in sight
but san barned praivie

At ligh novn on Saturday, September 15, 1892, the starting
guns then boumed ! The race into the Cherokee Outlet was on a3 plan-
ned, The crowd surged forward through the dust and ashes of
burneil grass. By horseback, wagan, buckbourd, train, and on foot
they traveled. Claim staken were driven oo choice lind. Thea the
rac continted to Terry to file the formal claima. It was v hectic,
g, even dungerous lime!

On Thuteday worning, Septomber 21, the drawing for lota
was Ield 48 promisedd, A platform was crected in the amiddle of the
block on tha south side of what is now Craud Avenue hetween
Third and Fourth Streets. The nanies of the certificate halders were
plazed in one ox and the lut deseriptions were placed in anolher
box. IL was \lml:r-\u;ntl that only ons kot wursber weuld be plased
o0 & card for busi ots end 10 lot numbers placed om cards for
residence lots. Two ithe gitls were elled npor to draw the eards
tzom the baxes. The boxea wore plaved on & high table above thoir
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heads to sliminate any chance of faveritisni. 'm cards yere shaken
o the boxen and the drawing began, One d drav & card
ith & nama And the sther gl would Nrug il
description &nd four scerctacics ontered (he results iu duplivate
booke. The drasing coatinied most of the day.

That sane Thursday nighl hundreds of the mew oitizens
guthered at 5 devel apot abowt balf a wnile northweat of the wonder-
ful spring which meant so much to the City. The gronp elevted
Mr. [iarnes es Mayor of the new town and immediately he ordered
the surveyors wo wark sud employed & town marsiiell oo keop
order. Tents sprang up in meny locations. The survayors worked
continuousiy For two days. The sity offiosts olected that night were :

I §. Barnes, Mayor
J. W, Dslton, Treasurer
W G c:nnnn‘m Clerk

Conncilmen: MeMan 1 Brawn, C. M. Flora, &. C.
Koy, Jamen 8, Hutchmm l'dw-ﬂ‘l ﬂrsﬂr
All the clsimants ou trts quitter setions agreed 16 par

refused, although they would h
from uie ncresse fn value of their lota not assigned 1o certificate
helders. It was known that it would probably teke from six menthe
10 tive years to deteroine who the Hightfol owners of these quarter
sections would be and Lefore valid deeda could be obtained.
However, the certificute helders begun immediately to bmild on
the Iota ailotied to them in the drawing, hoping that setisfactory
deeds would be issued when the pateals were issucd.

Within & week after the drawing, frame businesn structares
began to appear up and down the strest known as Grand Aveous.
Grend Avenoe was ane block north of the ceater line of (he section,
buk it was selected a6 the principal stTeet because the Lercain ran
emaother and with Eewer dipa than the streat a block south on tha
ball wection Jine.

Mr. Pardes made the rece with the same high-spirited black
team end surrey with which he Loored Lhe four counties earlier in
the swneier and drove bis stekes on the southeast quurter ni a-e
stction he had selected at the site of Ponce City, T
there were vight othier people whe alse drove alakes on I.]nx llnd
although he thonght that he was thore ficst and had the prior
claim, Some of the others mgroed to step wide for 8 emall pay-
ment, and eventually il appeared that there were only three con.
testunts. These three ergned back eod forth end were go culspoken
in their beliefs tial coch wes first thal Wbere wes considerable
mnmw Tater on when the plat Tor Uial quarter seetion wa filed,
med **Hlulfdale’” ws the reault of the early contention.
T)ut namd "nluffdnLe“ For this qoerter rection sfill prevails.
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Mr. Beracs had mede adrance m
e city,
plans for u school weze nnder ia promise to the tertificate
Ralers bud beon kept. There Tematned aniy the drawing for choice
of lots in the new aity.

1t was a dry September, There had beew no rains for meny
weelss and the burned-cver soil lelt a coat of sand, dust, and ashes
o fill llw i i1 any broese, Worst of all there was no water exeept
al the spring thresfourths of & mile away. People made trips
Sack and Tordn with Jugs, bottles, end eontainers of all kiw

‘About the same muuiber of noople settled AL Cross as oL Pones
City. Cross hed the ad stalion, snd ull Lis Sapta Fe trains
stonped Lheve regularly. Crots ulss had an uxbress office and host
olfier It was navesiazy for the pecple of Poncs Gty fo go to Croas
for i

gemenls for w socvay of
even

sk

um. the Inm-zm of twg towns just nn= mile apart would make it

impousible for more then ome ko anrvive.

= ) Alter wequiring o post office,

) tha efforts of the pecple wers
next turned boward baving the

CoupLiMENTS OF t 1

Irane
PONCA CITY, OKLA fiosa e o e
Ponea Uity to stop only at
==t Cross. Tha Tvalsy botweed the

u
The Tie Tt e donimea " o
jibes of the people of Crow

Tl‘c’lill& gam were cntling when prople from

Ponca City went there Lo baard
S A the trains, and many alterea
4] H tiona tesulted. Bvery effort wax

Here 1o build A station at Poumen
B ,All.y. t!l\ll 'I'J\‘c ru;'lrlnall ;fﬁnl“.;ltli

vefused. They believed thore

Jut BRI | ™Sy rmugh e o
. one station. Ryory trick known
o — to antute busineas men wan waed
Come and See Us When | fo persuade the Santn Fe of.
Fieinls 10 change their minds,

W¥ith (he Jielp of some men of
erritorial legisliture, the

urt s o finaliy releoted, and

in Septeniber 1884, the ruilroad ar-
& spur put i end & hoxoer depot placed

i made to induee the Samta Fe

hat
A vear after the opehi
tharized the rails b be
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just mouth of the Grand Avenue ruilroad crowing on the eiat side
of the tracka where the station is still located. There wau a atory
clirrent at the time which may have had basis i fact that the fimt
boxcer station in Poncs City wan cbisi ¥ same eivie hoosters
who pulled it down frem Crons with their homes ove dark night.

Stepa wers taken imuedistely to obtain & pout office,
sbout five or mix weeks & post office was cstablished 2 "N!w
Pones.” The railroad station four milts south new called White

Engle wes then called Pones aft e Indian tribe of that name,
Th! Post Office uthorities were Jnmxlam. that the new Imvn uhould
ew Ponca. Citizenx of the new cily di t like thet
mmz, but. it was several years befors Lhe name wan fmnlly changed
to Donee City.

Notice was given about s week before that Lhe train would
mmke its [irst ulop on & given day. Prepurationa were made by the
people of Ponen City to celabrale thi portant event, Bmall
muml.zurnemrl cardn were printed with the proud civie boest
p ha:a Just the same es at Chicago, Coms and see
9 when you can,”

Ag gouvenirs for the men on the irains, s complimentary
sigar was wttached (o the cerd, and the ladies were cach to be given
s bouguet of wild flowers. Two beys and Lwo girls mat the firt
Lekin goig novth and & boy and a girl in each ear h-nr]-d out n..
souvenirs to ths passeogers in the iwo rare on that
children traveled to Creaz where they left the train and wal Sted [nr
the Southhound train & few minutes later, They then handed out the
BaMe SUvENiTs on that train. The same procedure was Follewed on
the two evening LTains.

he signifiennse of thin event waa so unusal b it s
pubh:h:d all over the United States throngh en Assor
wiory, Well do 1 remember that day sinoe T was one ot the L
boys whe gavo the fouvenirs to Whe trein passengers, and T regrel
that the identity of the othier boy and Uie two girls has been Tost.
that
zenR

Thut day wes the turning pobnt for Ponee City. Af
time when the truim were stopping regnluzly, Uie tiew
lind more enthuzimsm and more solid belief that Ponca City wan
definitely destined to be the metropolia of thia newly settled aten.

Tollowing the drawing for lots, frame busineis buildinga and
homes were crected in all parts of the new city. Ownership of the
lots could L obiained &5 sacu a3 the patents were issued o the
original claiman the three guarter sections. In a fow easex
there wen *“lot jumping'" whelh someone withoul & certificate or 4
cluit to 4 Jot would ettempt to build or place & tent on it. There
wes & vigilante commiltee which waited on thase peaple. Thee
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took law and arder intp their own hands to ejest suyone who
sttempted Lo gain property wrongfully.
I remember thal one small luilding

(about 15 fest aq
wia built on & lot not ownad by the bmldg: I was horror 'IE hen
one Tight 1o see Lbe committes put two long poles wuder the build.
||||r, and wilh the help of tweoty or thirty gther men carry the

lding dewn Grand Aveoue and dump it into a Dield on. the weat
s:de of the Santa Fa Lrluki Tlurs was B grim notiee to all Tt
jumpera to live within the law,

are)

‘Water remuined the big pmhlun, for its wea burdensome to
go threequarters of 4 mile for the smell aypply that eould be
sarried n & cantaet or bucket. The Firsl to offer any real help
in solving the peoblem was a k -dly exipple, Billy Bvaws, who
owned u fine team of horses nnd @ sturdy farm wegon. He placed
three wood I:lrrv‘s in the farm wagon and bauled water from
the spring to any home or business in Ponca City for & charge
of fifteen vents a barrel. Barrcls 2con brought 2 premium, and the
mully_saloons put their empty whiskey barrels into s more sivic
nse. The City Government moved to provide a w
located in the center of (h-and Avenue just essi of First Slreet.
A windmill and e flat tank were installed und for some um Ih:s
was & busy spot. Angther public well was constructed
Hutehina st the rear of his grocery buildiug, 313 i Brmd
Aven:

Frvery doy for weeks wells were sunk al various homes. My
best exercise in these early daye was puling up a bucket of weter
Tron the battom of & seventy feot well with & rope by the hund-
ovorhanded mathod. It wis considered & great luxury 1o have & well
with 8 windless. It was not until 1838 thet a eity water syutem
wan ingtalled

On December 19, 1893, the wity wes regulany incorporated,
and on Pebruary 2, 1894, the fimst offical munivipsl claction. was
ikt ok which e Tollowing offieera were electede D 5. Barnen,
Sayor, J. . Dalton, Traneuieer ; 3. AL, Mediuire, Cleck ; Conaclmen,
¥. ¥, Adams, W. M. Randall, J. L. McCariby, P, L Brown, A. C. Foy.
Tiese men held oFfice witil the regular election held 'on May 7,
1893, and all wera re-slected except F, P, Adsws end J. W. Dallon,
whio dig nat file, Thomen Melford and John Keller wers clested 10
Uheir pleses,

The eventa before April 1894 were related to me many
by my father, B. 3, Rarnes. \n to my personal part i these ev
(hey began that month when my mather brought my ister

d me
by train te Oklshonie [romt our farm home in Adrian, Michigan
My brotber Gilbert B, had acsompanied my father to Oklahouws
the preseding summer. My [ather and brother met us at Cross
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with the cclcbated black tean and surrey, and our reunited
family drove to Ponca City.

Our errivel wes on & hot day. The hot galedoresd wind,
atrong out of the south, blew grains of sand ints out faees, and when
we arrived at Ponca City there were Licle bloteles of blood on
aur [arey resulting from vuts made by Uie bloving cand, 1 way
nol & very good introduction to |In: utw tity. My father had
rented trmporerily & small Uitce-room houst, 1t was actually only
about nine or ton Feet ot ekch sidc. 1 Juve klwiys felt sorry for my
dear mother who bad coma to Oklaboma. from 4 Fine ten-roam, two
stary brick home in Michigak to make n new home jo u kittle three.
room frame ehacl

What hardships people must undergo to build & new city!



