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SEAL OF THE SEMINGLE NATION

The dosign i colors w1 Ube frone caver of this number of e
CArpmicier in n reproduction of 1he origi nl plmllv\g of the Hemingle
sm an exhibit in tho Mus v, one of the

g2 of e officiel seal Tribes in the
mmry of Oklahomp. T Jevics of thin uea] shors & pliimed
wribosinau paddling & cande across a Iake 1o village whers &
faclory (trading ilouw) stands on the shore,

Originaly & tribal division of the Creek Nation, the Seuinole
separated from the Creek about the mvl(lle of the Eightzenth Cen-
ury to settle in Fleridu w c lakes and swanps of this
mgmn enceforth had a significaut plmc i e 1iEe of the Semainole
e. Tt wos in the Evorglade swunp region of Southern Florids
mu 501unu1e fumilies Found refuge and remained i Widing while
rs fought for seven vears againat United States troopa.
This war hucl heen prm ated by me refuul of the tribe to lesve
Florida during the e s fre l'he Solllhamllkrll
Htates and come west lo tha Indian Tcmlm'} Most of
the Seminole were finally foreed to mum ln ﬂl\x [nd\ln ‘Tnmmry
bat some of them never murrendered to States, remeining
$u, Floride where their descendants hm lived to thin dny adapting
heruselves to Ele in the swamp lands,
is T n that the central devies of the Seminole
SEII wlw balrd an uld tribel religious beliefs as well as zesl
history when the dosign for the seal was adapted. Medicinal herba
and rooty were purchased Jor he manulsclure of comincreial tonics,

5

the Tndian Territory. This trade wag brink in early timen,
in considerable revenue to the Indiens during eertain scasons nf th!

The knowledge and_the wse of some of the herbs and Toots were
held sasred by the Creek and the Seminole, in connection with
eertain tribal religions rites and ceromonisly, These idess had a
siguifieant placo lor e potple i gathering and preserving the
plants ax well as in the journey when taking the dried products
1o the trading post. The whr.ulg event followed & definite patiern of
proctdure, ansocinted with thonghts of happineas and well-
being. When an official acal waa plannad and adopted for the nation

1 Ths Iner lmlund ur nl the centval star In the Oklshoma Staie Seal showt
the oid Seminale el ¢ o cemalning rie of (e T pliad wer
b et o further e
o Uity i thees seki st SOMioh] e of l-‘m cmlmd T

Cheomicley of Qflskoma, Vo). XV, Mo 4 {December, 1940},




Seat of the Seminole Navion £

ey the seoné of the plumed tribesman paddliug & ¢ance across
fakie to 4 trading post snggested a derign representing peace and
I',.?m far the old fime Seminole.

The Seminole raposed great faith and power i @ hereditary
ehieftain, ! Im ruled the comparatively smaR iribe. Therefore,
Tollow «ld tribal law, the cxecolive of the Heminole Netion
wad & muduum- uhmr nr in Iriusoian chosen to govern lor life or,
n later Mistory, rma iu the offiee during o long

riod 0f YEATH, Slgulflwm nl this one-man rule, the ouler border
D the official Serainole Seal i eribed with the Words, * Exovutive
Tepartuent of the Seminole Nation.”

Tl seperation of the Creek tribal group that hecame known
I end their settlement in the prairie Tegion of proaent

Aluehua Cownlyy Florde took placo gronnd 1750 The nane
“*Seminol giifies *those wio went off from Ihe mnm par: of
the pevple, Trom the Cresk Sominsli which
suwny.” The nucleus of this immigration (o Florida war teom he
stibe, desendunta of the Hishiti wha miill spoke the ancisnt
Hiehits language, that had moved From the Oronee River, G:orgll,
pnet settled among the Lower Creck people ou the lower course of
the Chietinhoochee River after the Yamesee War, about 1715, Other
teibmi bandw from the Creels eoufederncy joined the Seminae; tha
Dsonee and theno Iiiehiti upelk:l\[ allies soon became known as
the Mikus ey d tick™ worrior division of the
Reninels thee bitiorly pp ings with (e white colonial
interests (Rpanish, French or anmh) ‘Muskogee speaking bands
from the T'pper Creek praple joined the Seminole in Florida
the (ime of the Am Revclution; and egein after the Creek
Wer of 151314, b w| time #0 many of these Creek people came
w5 rofugao among the Seminols that the populstion of the tribs was
tripled mnd even the langrage won changed to that of the Creek
{or Muskoges),

The first Seminole War took place in 181718, in which Andrew
Juckison led 4 Jarge foree of American troops in un attack and the
‘"lrnmg of the town of the Mikesuki near ik teke by that name

n Narthern Flerida. The teouble had arisen over runaway Kegro

5 from Spanish Florida and from the State of Georgio whe
bad rnnma R lazge zefngee pophlation in the Semincle tountry.
When white men, wany of them unprincipaled characters, hunted
v rn thewe Negro fngitives and even seized Negro cleves thal

elonigod to soma of the i !lllhy trihesmen, Fiphis and kilings had
taken place that bronglit on w.

broy Dt SPanish Trealy of 1818, providing the cession of Flarids,
"°“lnu the Seminols undar the ;umdwnnn of the United States, ,\
Seheis made in (92 under the auspices of the War Department
Showed that thers were 4,833 Beminole in Florida. an approximatelr
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accurats couuy n the light of population figuees of lle o e

the Seminole be mavert out af 1he rich apricoliaral region i l loride.
to_another e of ihe eomnry, The Soni ole referred to a3 the
*"Floridn signed A (renly U“nited Staten eom.
at Monlurie Croek, ory
eoncluden ‘ﬁ-pwmlm\ 1% Cratiticd JJn . 1B24), jrovi
the cession of all iribal lands in Ylorida exeept For 4 res
in Central Florida where the tribusmen and ir fami
hencelorth wake their hm\h-a Toslied o1t af their riel agricniLoral
e swamp country, the Sewinole ware

llllm‘l.s an
Removal Art pussed by Congross and s.wm by President
. nnother 1centy w tha Senivole
i N

o .
eonld find a amitilile daealion n (e Creek wountzy thers, Six
Seminale leaders® made (he journey west to cxaunne this new
coudtry and were ml by lhmr Apent In sign another reuty sk
g for the setilomont of the
Seminole in a llucl in lh(‘ L‘rcrk Nllluu 1 i belwern the Canndian
el uu Rorth Canadinn rivers ansd extending west to a uurlJl sm\un
cuty-five wiles, west of the wouth of Liltle
Setuinale rwaple bitteely apposed Uhess (we teition 5
western t an nlready settlod by the Ureck nnd
Plains where “*vild Indian tribos’ swere st war.

e Thi naw
iordared the

Tn 1835, the seeond wwb Greal Semdnole War hegan. this year
marking the end of the slijulaled pariad In which ( nem-
hers. were to have made rendy to ra west. The war lpsted undil Ang-
L 1642, cosring the Cuibed St he lirs of approxusily
American 5ol ;
WAT Was m‘\l' of nle

)y eivilinng and 20,000,000 i
with atroeities committed I)\ '\mllu widek,

Seawinole Famities Fled deeper and deepo
ther existed in o starving condition s -t
their fields 1aid waste ang their cattle ad Negro slaves killed and
cuptured. A black passaye i Unitnd States miliiars onnnls was the
sieiviire of (ecesls, the Semivole lea and his followers throngh
irenchery under a white fing of tmes, by (enera] Themas 3, Jesop
goaded by demands of hyalerieal white peaple tn end the war sE

o the swamps whezs
hones are

ey wre I vedae ne n th, Teeuty at For
i E o e

! uﬂu.
ek Dire
Tatl, Hfsterr .; e

le
Trides of Noth. Aweria, CPiads e, INVT1-
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e This happened eurly (Dezemb in the wer. Ostsols
Pt as n prisoner in U'ore Jloultrie, South Carolina, in January,
188,

T e leaders = period were 3 hevedi
wary et nd Gexeondant of e ansient Gaonoe, aaked ax bead
af of thr tribe, owner of eansiderable property, a man of wbility
. prestise. duniper, & deseondent of the old Yamasses chieftaing,
g e intelligent and Toential leades in fhe tribel conoeila.
ligaum, of The wncdent Vamasse o 4 shrewd, mensible Jeader
L. Tlolati Eoathls, ehief of the Mikesuli, was chowely

s son, Charl nmlula {eouuageous wid praccieal)

imildn (o
Yo 1 Cos Gooelies (WILd Cat},
5" Senminale cliel of the S1. duhns Rivar segion was o youug
loader ub anusunl persomdity a8d pronise. Osstals was & Crask
{and puzt Seotl, notad For undaitel conrnge, from the Upper
tironk fown of Tullassir

Iln||

United Stutes agents begn okganizing Tos the comoval of the
ol Plorids in 3535, (he fiesl purly of immigrants ar-
g in {he Indiun Territory the following year \|||£|zr the leader-
ship oF Chief Tlalati Ersatila who died surau e Choetam
Ageney (Skulyville} in e sumoer of 133G, 1|,m lmm)grunls
trteelid on west wnd sotrled near Litele Liver, nocth.of the Ca
moviity beewme known a3 Fokelisie Harjo (“Blacll
their infhiential leuder by Llus name, Juniper died of
in the spri o Orlesus en route to the
iLory. Arcording 1o the rnpnrl i this year throngh the
inole in the lmdisn
tive yepart stutes by the end of
Tar lower, wany Iundreds having died
from disests nd hurdehdps e ronte 1he uew counlry wesk.
Thie-thinl, or bess, of the tribe still d on Hie war in Florida.

In Jusse, 1634, soun after (he arvival o] Chief Mikanopi with a

oyt of i trlecaman il their fy » eonucil wes held at
the Creek el i

Sewsingle n (e Gresk nution was dicumed
et nesigned to them was slrendy ecoupied by the Upper Creck
"townad leaving only & hm:dm location on the sestern border
WieRr the Flaik tribes. ight, the Seminole encamped in
1Im i of Fort Gibson in a mlsarn‘h!e condition sama of them
Hre for several AL tha close of war in Florida
f1842), mu" of (he Seminale Wzrc brought west though several
undred remained in the Everglede region

Bl Ahon {The Indisas of Sovthemtern Dolted Seotes, Bur. Ames,
i 131 LIH615, €t dhe oulont o1 s e v Hibonoms, vhd rAeS
APpiarin ather publicetione.
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1u 1845, a treaty signed by the Linited %tates commisvioners and
delegacions’ of the Sersiuols and the Cresk provided Lbac the
Seminole conld settle anywhere they wished in the wew country
under dhe Creok laws and  kovezmmenr, an areongemon: that mes
¥ of the Creek peeple were nniricndly
mm when they etized Seminols slaves

in the cliieftainey by his nephew, Jim Jumper (5o of Jumper), Con,
Conchee or Wild Cat, who hud 'becn, Kikanopi's principal advisor
and who had nover secepted the Jaws of the Creek Notion, left
the Indian Territory with & Ialg: perty of bis Seminole tribeamen
and stme Negrosk for Mexico whers be was later honored for hiy
part in Indian ware on 1he side of Mexieo,

A tremly with the Creck Nation ju 1806 finally provided e
veasion of Creek: lands Lo the Semincle whers they eould eatablish
their own goveriment and lawe. The Lrack of an estimated 2,169,080
poren |s orth of the Canadlan Rlver to the North Cunudian sod
@ south line of the Cherokee Outlet, extending west from the §7th
Jl:rld-an o the 100th Meridian, West Longitude. The Seminole
Agency sud the Seminols Conneil house & few milos wost were
located i the vicinity of present Wanetle = Patlawalomie County.
of the Seminole a8 under way by 1859,
with, John Jomper us Prinsipal Chief, mho had suececdad to the
position at the death of hin reletive, Chief J1 Jumper sore years
before. Advencemnent of the Seminole Natiom, however, wes inter-
rupted by the outbrenk of the War between the Stales. On JAugust
1, 1861, Commissioner Albert Pike voneluded o treaty with the
Semingle at their council house in behall of lhe Confedernts States,
wigned by Jolin Jumper aa Principal Chief uad twelve fown chiefa.
u Chupes, & wowa chief, refused to sign the Confederste treaty.
He with Uie of his town, together with lown chief Billy
Howlegs ond his followors, soon joined the forees of the Creek
leadler Opothleyuliola, in Kansas where Ihey eerved during the War
in the Indian Ifome {rused trotpe of the Umnn Azmy. Chiet John
Jumper led the spulbern Seminole farees in the Con
federate Army duwring the \\’ wswrl huvmg organized the
Seminole Natu with distinetion in
batiles ruughe iu the Indian 'l\crnwrv and in which I Limeell
atzained the rank of colonel,

AU the close of the Wer, Johti Chipro recoguized by the
Goveramen: ugauts s the priscipal <hiet ng the Seminole Nation

signed the Seminole Treaty of ]Bﬂﬁ at
United States. The




Seat of ihe Stnsincle Nation
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Jon, Jumper, sepresenting the tonthera Seminele. Tao aosr Lreu
based on penalties for the recent aligamient with the Conf

provided the cession of ail the lands (the traet of 2,1na 30
acres) o ke Uniced States 2t 8 price of epprosimlely fiteen
ceals en mere and the purchese by the Seminole of 8 200,

tract from tha Creek Nation at fifty cents an aere. This Ll'lel to-
gether with an add) 175,000 acres, luter necessarily purchesed
from the Creok Nation nt oue dollar un icre, bttause OF an ervor
in the Qavernment survey of the Creek howndury, compriscd the
Seminole Natinn wntl tatehnod, appraximating preseat, Seminele
County, Oklahom

M sucoustruction peviod after the War to the closc

there were two hiad chiefs iy the natiow: John
{ mi 18813, chisf of tiie Northern faction. of tha Swninals;
undl John Jumper (dicd JA9R), elrief of the Northern or majority
group. Chisf Jumper resigned in 1417 o devote himsolf to tha Bap.
Vgt ministry among Ius p:ople‘ und as suceeeded in office by John
1. Tirown who served 5l Chiel of the Seminole Nation
witl o timo oF hia death in 1919 except for one term (1902-1504)
whe Hulputta Miceo wus eleetéd 10 sorve. The sister of John F.
Lirown, alwaya referrod to g “Governor frowy” aa a prooyinant
citizen of Okl was Mrs ilice Jtrown Davis, a leader in
Semincle education Al offle s apprinted

Chief of the ‘1em|nule by the Frosident of We United
States in 1522 in elosing some tzibal land aifaivs, Sinee thy denth of
Mrs. Davis, other wppeinted Eewinole ehiefs to pron
wd bushucss interosta oF the tribe selating 1o the Tnited States
Indisn Office bave been the late George linrjo, Marcy Cully and
the present. pringinal chief Philtip Walker.

The Seminole bands came from the different paria of the
sountry where they Iiad liven refureed during the war and were sat-
tled 1658 in the tamd ansigned Uiem by the Treaty of . "The Leibel
government wes esteblishied along the lincs of sonstitutional Foruw,
and Wewoks was designated the capital of Sation, Tiria Sem-
inole_government cousistell of au elected prineipal
tional eouncil conkti e legislative and jud
menta aud u body of light-horsemen tiat served na the police fore
which had the roputation as (i best Inw.colorcing body in Hhe
Indian Terzitory. The Comneil woy compused of forty-two mmben,
Urvee eaeh from the fonriee i

furelva being Lodiun fowus ] irvc separale fows for Negro Feeet
men whe hai been granted nslip in (e \slmn by the terms
o the Treaty of 18, The Seminale was tha sowaTiest (populatien
varied fro 2,000 to 7,000 at different times after 1946} of the Five
Civilized Tribes in the Indian Territory were the lant of thess
Five Tribea to orgenize Hieir governmen in this region,
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Seal af the Semisols Naikea
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The area shown comprlsed Lhe Semivele Country. 188810
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children, The Treaty of 1823 prov
schoel near the ageney in Florida. Seminole boys were sent to the
Choetaw Acudeniy in Kentucky where the juterest of the Elkhorn
Baptist Asseciution prevailed, the fivst group—eight. fine looking
Seminole boys wbaut ten lu twelve years old—atrived on December
24, 1630. Otfjer Semiuvle buys atieudud this Acadsrey thraugh e
years i plea for : ole sehool in the Indidn Territory hronght
zhe wpening of their Gret schwal in Uiis country near the Ageney
1844, with Jolm Jlemn a3 8 young Seminole who had
fe a5 a lud and lnm had oppor-
tuniliics of seliooling through the Mariner's Chueeh in Pliladelphin,
The first Seaiinole itission schoul was ealled Oak nldge 8 hﬂlrdh‘
schoul oprued in 1843 undor the auspices of fha T
Miusion Bourd, with Heverend John Lilley in t.l\lrag. the
which abont three miles outheast of prescut Holden
‘e I'resbyterian mimionacy, Revarend James
hod four sehools i the Nailon in 1868, aad ]‘[!r
also upenea 2 vagrding achool far Seminele girk, known i Wewokn,
Mission, ahout two unl-a llnrlli of Wewol
JMethodist Ludien Miss Conte
Temale Academy nmnng e Semiole in nm Taptist issionaries
had begua work among the Seminole ronng
hay ® lacge luentisl memherahip lllnan; the Semivole people
today, The oldest Baptist clurch orgauization in the sld Semincla
Netion 1w Uhw Sprivg Church, the location of this modern Indian
chuzah milding nod grounds beig about two niilés wast of $asaiwe
in Semiuale County, where Colonel Joba Jumper wha postor at m
time of hig death. He bad always been zealons for the educal
the Seminele \.hlldren Two nstional acadeniies were M'.lhlllhmi
by the Smninole with the erection of lwe hendsome build-
ings, sxacl r!phtu Bt e msl of whout ¥63000 each: The firat was
' Mekasukey Aeldnmy" opened for Sensinale hoyn in 171, Tocatod
ahont three 1 uthwest of present Se n Setninole
ounty; the seeond mu maliaka Acadomy (wlrxrnd 10 losully an
““Emahaka dMission''). the sehoal opeacd in 1504 for giels.

Seminole men, anw and ebrildeen were allotted lends i
v 1

wwhaion] und sigard Drcember 27, 1857. &2 the rlote of the Seraboata
government ten yeara later, official documents wad papers of this
Tudian petion and the nlrl d of t.ha Senrigole Seal were taken to tho
Five Civilized Tribes the depository for the United
States governmant at leslwsec v The psinting mede from the im-
e eonuitution wn lams. of the Seminale X o e e poliabed |n
buok, form. - The fiew wrteeh Trw of she il way sl by el

the Semiusln Apency, Flurida, In 1825, relailng 10 Iie gy nF children In lu-
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press of this old die, shown bero iu colors vn the covar of Tér
GRronicles, is # eytabol of the bistory, lnm and Prvmu«e nf reniark-
pble Indian institu.
tions sud & new form nI government ulun; the Imu ui ulti tribal
rustoms ag a law-abiding, peacefol peoplet

« ~The Kelitor

Riing plopaty bomion 1o e . The o Scmiacle capuitaln prosd:
of the Nation wear was a ﬂu I

i wuage (u b cn

in the old Somluele eapilol at rom 1857 1o 1903, boun valume,
AR Bl e i the Taun Rechivs ol the Uu-nmm lmwlcd =
siely,

3 Referebtes on Seminole bistory are futiad in the followlin: Gramt Foreran,

Indian Remowal, (Ncm\-n lml wnd Fire c..md Tribea (Nerman, 1934], John

K, Gwntow, Early Histery of reck Indiara und Theis Neighbors, Bz, ‘Awes.

B peiten 10887 . MeReroolds, A Himers of the Soonsr Sears

am..n, [ Mund $ Wity A Gudle te' i Indhea fribes of Ohiahoma
orman, 1




