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SEAL OF THE CHEROKEE NATION

1 of the Chezokes Natigy
ke of TA¢ Chroniciey
in the Muscum of tho Okleham,

v.! e ofticia] Clierokoe Scal i ceatered by & larg,
weven-poiited star surronnded by u woealh of oak leaves, th bordey
encircling bhis contrel deviee bearing the word “Seal of thy
Cherokee Nation' in English and scven characters of the Sequoyef,
alphabat which focoy Lwg sords i Cherokee. These seven chathoter
raprescnting llables from Seyuoyah’s alphabet are phonetically
prononnead in Eoglid *fsadagini A-vedi™ md mean *Clerkse
Nation'' in the native tanguage. At the lower part of the cironly
border i the dste “'Sept, 6, 1859, that of the adoption of the
Consiitution of the Cierckes Nation, West.

Interprctation of (he deviee ju {his el % found in Cherckee
folklore and Wistory, Ritual somgs in cortain anei ibal cere.
monialy und sengs made ceference to seven clans, the lagendary
beginnings af (he Cherokee Nation whore eouniry enrly in the
Tiistozie. period Look in & wide ares now ineluded in the pressm
castern purts of Tenncssee and Kentucky, the western parta of
Vicginie and the Catolinns, az well as extonding over into what are
mow northern ssetions of Georgia and Alabsma. A sacred Sire way
kept burning in the “'Town House'' ul o centeal part of the old
nation, logs of the live oak, 2 hardwood timber in the cagion, Lid
end te end to keep the fira going. The oak was thus & aymbol of
rirength and everlesting iife in connection with the saered fire, The
seven-pointid star echbering the device of the Cherokee Seal repre-
acnts ihe sevew ancient clans in tribal lure.

The Seel of Wi Cherokee Nation was edopted by lww of ths
Nutioual Conneil, and approved by Lewis Dawniug, Pricipal Chist
on llecember 11, 1889, The inprial of the sesl was nsed on aflicial
Cherokee documents 61 provided by law, until the closs of the
Cherokes goverment at the time that Gklahoms beeame & Siate
ot origi of the lnw providing for the

of the Cherokea Nation ia preserved nn diaplay in the Musenm of

F]
=

1The sriginal palavings of each of the oilicia] serla of the Fiva Civilised Triboh
u <ontrlbution 10 the Hustum of the Oklaboma Hinerical Sociely 10

on the Sea] of the Cherckes Nation sce Muriel H.
Zealy of the Fira Cheiliad Tibén™ The Chranieles of Ghletama, Vet RV, To. +
{Drcember, 19405, . 366.70.
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Seal of the Chesshes Narion L1

ahomu Ilistovical Socity. & faesitnile of s rare revseTipt
e ORIBROIEE m»[nm page v |lm numiler ol The Gl romicles, The
n'\'F PP reals 4 Follown:
An et to Proctire » Nationsl Seal
it ...am-(t by the Satioun] Csunedl. Thit s Principal
Wv i% hereby anthotized Lo procure u National Seal

Jnds i tho_National Treasary lmnngmg 1 the Hation
o not otberwise appropeialed; and the Principsl Clicl in
un.mmml e drow wartRis Awortlmgl,

Be l-m\fm] ‘I'hm the -um] Hnl, «hall Teur the fol-
owing devives. Vi ther
el

Ful

o RINEL sUTROU (I-d v\nil a nnnllu ik |l-||\h. i the

rgin of sl wal. shall be the words “Senl of the UCheroker
Yution,” spt. SUk, 1839, angd the foflawii herakee clipenters
CVW¥S i the i sval hall andd a Tl Shehes

n Ainmeki,
Tahlsquah, ¢ N,
Dee. 11, 1865,
Anproved
Tenis Dosini
kgl ik of vhe Choroker Xatlon

The herokue v
Narth but wy possessivn of Ui vout]
by De Hota n 1540. Lhevokee relations beginning with
: ¢ Britisli in 1he Carolina calonies 150 years later wade the 18th

‘=mlury the mge of Cherokee heroes under the lest of fhe encient
'ribal Yegine. T old roloninl records give the unies of Cherok
ehizhy and Teaders who spacred wits in souncils with the ool
Im'v W, nd who fought in hmlzw 1o 3ure the Cheroker counr:
w:' ropcan eolonists on the they alsh fought i baltles
iy e Tonmsis o Ehe noit, ud s G weks, on the south. During

aog 2Ty, Trishmen, Germans, Boglithmen and Scots who nettled
of opurriedl sanang the Chevokses were the progenitors of number
“nltllmﬂ blood Cherokee familics. some of whose membars were
3 My teaters wn planters, owners of substantinl residenees,

e !fwrn and herds of eattle by 1400, Some of the children of
mm were taught. by hived hitors
rmg stntin, The astatlishient of Sprin

the Moravians in 1ROl was the hegioning of schools

winh (il 1hat oigineted Mt




1% Chranieles of Okfaboma

within the Chiotokoe country that brought wlucation! ady

(o the people generally. Ahlagy,

The Cherokes were the twast. dvancod of 1he southusy

nmJ Judiciul departments, Their eountry wes ('I:\Inlzd mw

i f it purponcs, eapital wes mumf.'ﬁ'ﬁ
o lchota,” Iocuted & Faw wilen yortliesst of presont Ualhors
ttordon Uonnty, Gaorgis. Cherckes lenders at (he same lime l""'nq‘a

e gsigbli
rtseuny wal the prosers

abions of higher learning, m by
W of Chorokt histary. The fimst Tndig,
n-d the Gherotee FRocnics wan ooy
ol ot the B
ehlrnr:tcrs o o Charoee .yn.bm thiat lad been
famgus &

h wnd e
vented 'by e
b and was widely wied by the people in the natip,

Th erss Wnd gone for.
werd w i Wl Stures povernment that fron,
¢he early davs il etabished pience wilh the
Souheasierts Indian (rihes And had (ken =1ens 15 8k thim b thel

steps (n beeotic progressive commutivs, The first troaty Detween
tie United States and the Cherokees wns sigued al Mopewell, on
the Keowae Revar, ju present South Caralina, on
Ggvernment, vonnnissioners of the time ady
be paid for lands taken from tliem, and that the money thun Taissd
should be used to tench them nseful branches of mechanics

Tlans for the remeval to the West of ull the Indian tribes liviog
cast of the Missinippi River was promoted by the Unitad States
even in President Jofferson’s adminiatration wheu slready some of
the Cherokees weve making their homos in the Wit River ragian
of what s noe the stati of Arkansas, Thess peopls became koows
as e Wes icrokees though tliey were ouly 2 small pas
the urlglm\] ribe. DF Tourteon sreation hetmeen he Cinited States
and dhe Cheralcees, inoluding tht &2 Hopewrol, eleven wa 6 cessiin
ot el lund alix o tregty signed al New Echots on Decamber

28, 1 1 United States Cﬂlllmlsmunem prn\ldoﬂ the 1+
moval or me Unerolcees to the Ve their domait
in what are now the Southenstern Stntes. The Cllerolu:e eession by
the terus of this Treaty amonnted to approximately 8,000,000 peres
For which the tribs was paid little more than Eifty veuts an acrs. THE
poliey of the United §tates for thie removal of the eestern tribes 1*

“restarmiinn of New Echota, the ht =
Gml;':rrlm on under the sperorship of

¥ of the Cherokee Nosion.
u-m;:n Comuisah?
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Seaf af the GAergkee Notion 4l

+ yeyond the Mississipyi River and tho opposition of the
+'itorgia nEuiiet the cootinaanus of the Chervkes goveru-
of ik her border ereated nn imposible sitnation
‘o Kkdgt, his son Jelm, and e v yephew
2 prominend Jeaders signed
ug it 1he only enum open to the

lml: A proposal made by Chisf Rowm at
bdnm this that the Cherokes Nntion be
er gere for ile lunds had been Inrned

¥
roxin
paid o ‘officiuls w exvrbilantd

duwn by 10V
o long atter the New clots councl, mebens of dhe fidge
party maved wost und _|ometl the Western Cherokoss, or
Setleen,” in Ui Indian “Torritory, he latter had moved to lh:a
regiot, wnd establishad their gavernment, by the torms of the Treaty
o Th, i lisd provided TO00 gcres ot wat iz sos Norihe
o Oklahoma, us well a3 sofie 9,000,040
e erokee Dutler, to be mwned and pivtts Ty the- Clmrnk!u,
mest &

Menrbers of the Mow Tarty, wearly teo-iinds of the wation
refured to lenw Georgia, remuining pescenbly in e homes il
the hage that (e Kew Erhota Tresly woull not be 4 intg
et b Chiet tones orfaret ak Washington to have it lnnull:d
were not 3iwecs3iul i
matiers ceaclivd o crisis i the follawing suonmer. (eneral Winfi b
Seatt, carrviug unk fhe orders of President Jnckson, established
oruy hesdluariers i New Erhota, and issued s proclamation that
creny Ulisrakoe mam, Wwoman and il mist b an a7 wesl
within flirty days. The delay cine to an ond when woliers undex
ural Beott's omlery with rifles and hayonets drove the starded
Cherokees from thoit hones and marehed thens to stockade onsainp-
s, Suffering deprivation and hardship, the emigrants were
g g‘runpﬁ on Jmm‘tmel. in vazon sug thousands on
Juper vl difforent Toutes to
" u.- st of (G 39) w itee sterms Others of the
d haud mmm experinneos, begiming
o smisnipni b1 18812, and todey in
T pect, (he many itfezent roads traveled by the Indian people
i thg 3r eestern Komalands to the Inditw Terrltory ure symbolized
® Senerel exprossion the " Trail of Tears."

thenge jp

toot, ander
e Weyt

v
E,-,,‘M’_f‘:mm i oliies o
t""' Fork, 19071,

'u..,. £y mviows 1ha Cheroker Remaral in bia ~a(,||.. ai the Chergkre”
b Al Report, ur. Ame. Dibach,  Warbancian,

T the Fodenl Gosmmont e resmant of he
ine Fatker's book, The Cherder In
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“hergkees held that lhe nwcnu-zm. i0f Rng,
and bin Folluwers, should join tiem and recoy WEHETD Iy
and offisers, ut least the regulur ety in e T Par;
feeliug was bixh muong the Lull Lleods of the Kess Party, whe hﬂ
snffered 5o reconily in the evietiou from Georgiu, agaiost the R.ﬂu
D'arty menibers who pew ook sides the Western Cherokeey
v Maor it hadl pesored n L i 7 Chesoker,
nlty of tieath to sell any of the Lriby]
s having signed the New Echots Trenty and
and Bl

fuiling to obsorve this law, Major Ridge, Johm Widge
Boudiuot were nwwmmw\l Ly unltnown parties, in
of the new cowntry ut ubnwst the uniz Lour o June o
& feud which wgeum with
Conizaveryis over (he leress of 1he e Kelota Trénty Tormed e
buckground of politivwl iife in the {lierokee Nation for many yoars,
John Koss and s fri
yet despite threats ag
u.g Cherokee govoru

i Iy Moge
@ tiow eoimtitution

Gearge Lowry 4 pre
was siniiliar o u.u e

|]N|I eh.er wid un assistpol ehief, with an
of five {or hree) members appointed by the Nutionsl Council
Supreme, eiveuil i
the nation had been di
10 i}, JUT OVERNINENT pUrpases and Tablequal had heen desig
uated the capifal of the Kation, Johr Koss was elovted togwy 60¢
eqsaive tormg ws prineipal « & in this effice uatil his d

in Washinglon w 18665

The Cherokees were sooi prom
Llomes and farms were improved an
cransed wder n piblic senbal syston st
elected un Suporintendent of Public Salvols. Two I seminanist
yore opened in 1851 Cirough the personal intcrest and work of Chiel

1 Ross: Uio Clierokee Notional Male Seiimuny near Tahleguab:
ine Cherokee National Vemele Senrinary near Park Hill, Chrib

iy i theic new eonntry
neighborheod schosls 31
o o

The Contttution of the Chetolee atien and olher loms s e i
Eamai Stary, ifisiory of the Cherokee Indiuas (Oklaboma Citz, 192
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Seal of the Gherakes Nation 156

apelvey gatned oonverts; woll solested Libraries wors found i
ot SLEECE Homes, Thousands of Cherokees could speak and weite
B-sh‘" many wrel using the Sennoyah slphahet in the nutive

in BAEER s fany were able 10 draw up oantrants and deeds, and
TaoRUAEE ol ml(‘l]lm:nl m carrying on ord usines
~tiour. Uhe first. Masouir lodge was ostablished in the Nation

e ed0s, and wax followed by atber Musonic Jodgea r St
b itive, The moted Boptist misionaries, Evan Jonen ind s
“":' Jenn Hones, nrgnuxml a surel socioly amoag the euliblaod
ervkess (D¢ *“ Kecloowal,”' to proserve Chergkee
iietory and ]:romnln hlg]l idenls of IndividTialism

The eralie ligned Ly Irealy with the Confederate
States during the i bebwong the Sites vpe 1 neote of desoltion
St clase of the yreat conflict. The peopla hud b pelesaly
dividled in the Wat e e Fm TotRer of fo Contoderets
group, sl wes cemainsioned the grly Indinn Brigadier General
15 he Confederate Army; on the other hand Jolin Ross and meany of
hin followtets symputhized with Lhe \'nioa. Ve Kectoowab nembars
Boé sezeud e st for the foleral foreen that ook over und

L Gibaan in IBG; Thoy wore kit g
od by (o pins on the lapel o[ e
st Whon the wew treuty il the Poleeal Gocariunont wscigued
nud Approvad in JHGH, the 14,000 Clierokees wnporerisied
recent Wt brgan o' nld their homes and nalion again with
e A1 perscrveraie.

Iowning, & Ulierokee who hail been receutly &
tenant-colonal i the Union vy, was fiost cloeted priacipal
of the Cherokee Nation in 1267, In this year when old Fag.
prlitieal strile lhmllened 1o disrupt the Nmnu, the
% ivan, Jones aud ccecded in futher:
ization of rhe Dowuing I oo babs et s base o8 the
frmer Rosg (Uni nthizers) and the ex-Confedernte
LCherakees, Trory this time antil \he eings of the Choralios govern:
et i the Dewning Party clevled all the prineipal chiofs of
the Nuuou cxcEpt ome.

{uge % 88 i Colonel Downing’s secoud torm as principul drief
it lhe Saul of the Cherokee Mation was adopted by the Nationgl
pouall, refloeting bin intluonee aud his axsaciations with his
PleT Onie of the darkest chapters in the history of the Cisrokees,
=
art man blicutions on the hinary of the Chesukee e lxndu
"’"w ‘mmbain of Phe Chranictes, and booke, Aong e ...nmd Feerens
¥y B, 004 ¥ rm.nm Wogpas, Tomn, ....Hr..,:m.

oran

16y M0 Edwart Everet Dals and Gastod Lt Dhevatee Covallea. (Noiwoah,

w.,m Marion Lens Starkey, The Chevoiee Marion 1Hew York, 1046 5 Morria L

T A Pt ibnars of Mo Civioies Hoion (hormene 15381 - a1
Y A Guldr Ta chy lodiom Triber af OAtghoma {Norman, 19513,




110 Ghranicies of Ohfohama

tat of (he War batwsen the States, had coceutly closed. The [
seven-pointed staT and the sercath of oak leaves in the ln':
rounded hy the name of the Chezokee Nation both in Euluh
equayalt charscters, together with the date of the adoption of () m
conatitution weat, forned a symbol of great promise, *
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