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THE GREAT SEAL OF THE MUSCOGEE NATION

“he official neal of the Creek Kation appearing in colom on the
frust sover of dus bsue of The Chromcl i a replica of an original
puiiting it fhe Mosenm of the Historioal Socioly, the painting being
! cepmaetuciion of the achial i cess of the ol Crock sal prenerd
ilined Tribea ut Muskogee. This sesl
sliows & sheaf of wheat and a plow in the conter of deviee suroundel

Phie initials
liere are for Tudian Torritory,” mud the tmme **Mussogeo™ i that
applind e the omtion of che Tndina pacle sommonly knowe sa

reel

This u]l'mm'l seal of the Muscogee or Creel Netion was Adopted
by 1he Nationel Co womie time afier rhe War hotwesn the Stntes,
its svmholism mdm 7 the indusiry of the Creeles as ageienlturd
for which they were well knowr\ in hl:liml history, Alier eoming
west from the Alnbunon-Geo: o the [ndimn Territory
{1BIB.1858), the muceesul gmw 7 of ;mnll [:ram
riee, hmu the produetion of large srops oF ¢o
bordering Canadisn und Arkunsas rivers lml Illwlr tributaries,
hmughl. pmp.-n to many of the Creck people. They contimmed

to obserse their ancicny tribal enstoms in the *'Green Corn Danes™
celebrated in summer o« 8 Lhanksgiving and a rejeiciog in the new
arops that hegan the new yeur i the Nation.

‘The sheal of wheat and the plnvl in the ¢enter of this Great Beal
had g broader signifieance of n inflnence among the Creek
SSets w lewtore ren the T Frms the nioption of the wrillen
constitution of the Muscopee Nation in 1587, the Preshyterian
Methodist wad Baptist el lies counied some of fhe outsimnding
Teaders of the Nation as members 3 nm- oc another of dhese theoe
arganizations.  Aniong thew were iefs a5 Samucl
glmm, Juseph M. Perzyman, Logns & Forryman ot Pleasaat

‘orter.

4 Biblical interpreiation of the sheal of wheat in thix Great
Seal may b Found in Joseh's deosm (Geein 37:7) - ©Por, beholdt,
we were binding dwaves G (e Tid, and, lo, my sheal arose, snd
also siood wpright . . . -

An interpretation uf (he plow may be found in the prophecy
) *Tiehold, the dsys some, sxith the Tord, thai, the
shall overtake the rorper . . . . .

Apparently the Tiost dotum the Mimscoger among
some of Ihe originagl papers preseryed in the Ohlahuma Hmon«m
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The Great Seal of v Muscoqee Kotien ]

Societr’s tollections, beating the imprnt of the Great Seal,
eemir of eloetion ivwed fo hokansan Town, dated Angunt 13, 1881,
and =rened by ryman, n the Oetober
senion of The National Council in s sane yar (‘Iunf Perrrman
approver an xct providing for the smumne of of citizan-
ghip in the Mmscogee Nutios

presreation in his office of  list of the nemes of sush pevaons. The
apalling of the name *Mussogee™ or “Muskogee % the Bnglish
forzn but it in rendtered in the wative language &n Muskoks or Maskope.

The eme #nakoks or Haskols wan socepted by the Creek people
sometime after 1700 though neither the oririn nor an explanation of
this name has vet been found in the Creek lunguags. The name
“ireck” itsel! s from Ocleus Creek Indians,"” the Gtle given the
tirt proup of the tribe abawe 1720, by the Bricish wgann fox the
Todian_ (ribes in the Carol Ochese Croek™ was an_old
e for il Jumilges near the shurces of which
Hhe eastorn poction of the rive lm-d when English trade began here.
Croek Indigng™ gr
e the popular designation

3 nally
Tor the whale (Tlhl‘ or 10 Nak Nali

Aot 1700, many tribes in what in now Smuthesstern 1nited
Btates who spoke a related lgnguage were living as a Creck confeder.
ey, i which the Maskoke speaking peaple were the dominknt group,
gl tribes hmvine lonmued dogother for mutual provestion aminat the
Spaniards in Floridn. Agents in the oolonial governmen| servics
mefereed tu U Creck ribe, whise eon o rlndul wearly wll of
what s nne soryria, in Lw
their prazraphical locations: the Upper Cm-lc
Conn And Tadlagoooss, und the main branches of the Llabuini Ri o
and the Luwar Creek, down on the Cligctahooches and Flint
near the peeswent Alabama-Oeorgie border, When the Creele pﬁll‘]e
mavrd west (o the Fadian Territory, {he geographical Ioﬂl.lm)s of
e istons were reversed : the Lower Crecks
the Arkinans Rivi est. from Fort Gibaon ; the Upper r‘wm lived
ik ot e Ca oo His o, Teo the mowrth of the Certh Fork o,

A 1reity signed in February, 1825
ne of the Unvpor Creek chicl, William Melntush, provided the
nf Creek Ianls in Georgia to the United Slates, in exchange
for Jan, aere for sere on fle Arkmas River, '‘commencing at th
Bctth of the Canadian Fork thereol, aud mnning woatward hotween
“8id rivers Arkansas and Canadian Fork for quantity,” The treaty
further provided the gayment by the Govermment of $300,000 for
1be S¥imines ol the romoxel af he Creck twibe o his new sountry
in whey Ly now Okluhons, Within @ year, Chiel Melnfosh met desth
" uee Hands of n party af Croe Tight-Borsemen 1N by Menswd, ¢
e of e Tinpar Croeks, for laring signed away the tribal domain

Tudian Springs, Georgia,

the
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The Treaty of Indikn Springs was deelared null and veid and most
of the G nds were coded 1o the Unired States in Japnary.
1536, as provided in & treaty signed st Wehington by the Upper
Creok leatlers oluding Menawa sl Opothleyaboia who was Infer
noted in_the history of the Indian Territery. The fallowers nf r‘lm-f
William MeTntosh, ied by his son, Chilly Helatash arvived by

boat a1 Fore ﬁihvm " 195, and Suilltheir homea along the ek
west of the Yerdigris. Otler groups of the Lower Crecks slso came
west, ind llmm wrts soon TRny netflements of the ‘' Western Creeks®
as they were called in thie region, with Raley Melniosh us (he leadink
c'hl!l' half brother of the ite Wilktic. Malntor.  Several ol (hsse
Inding entae of the Molntoshos beside
B g in well Eurnished, comfortable homs
an their T farms operated by their Negro nlaves

Twa other sarly meaties wore inportant i Creck Nistory: The
Treaty nf 1832 signid by the Upper Creek laaders voded all the
(ial lals ensd oF the Mrasrmippt and provided for (hr mnom ni
ol the tribe From Alsbama, Auodior treaty wes nec

h\ ﬂu- Western Crock chiefy at_Fort Gibson in 1839, m-r
Nutior West, all the country Iyine
d the Cherokee Ouﬂtvt pee

ol the Cterk
oot Canagims Biver ol o
rorth, and extending wost, from the Arkansas River and the Chers.
kse Nation to the 190k, 3 Furdier proviion Tor the satke
mend £ a1l tie Crenks and e Seminolen in this o

The whole trihe wes united in the west in lssn following the
zemoval of (lioee wio b temeritied 3n e Alabaina-Gebrgia botmdary
Jine region. Yot there was a rloavage between the Tnper Cronks and
The Tamer Gereles thut had grows ouf of the kil of
Melntosh and the sl of e (ribal nds in the east, This sonth

ing
in whicl under
hola sidod with the Union, and (le Lower
of (he MeIntoshes, with the Confederecy,
composed of the ehiefs and
{or uu languege) ovor the

uation met at stated fimes at <High Speing'’ nesr Cow Hill in
prescpt Okmulzse Comty. After the War, Okmulgee was designated
tle empital when the people adepted the First written constivution
and e of lnws of the *‘Muskoges Nation,'! in 1907, which
mained in faree il (he close ef the Creek goverment st the time
of staschond for Oddulioma,l There were (hree deprrtments under
this Creek constimtion: the exeentive, one principal chicf for the
Nation, rlected svery Fone vears: the legislative or Netiotial Couneil,

Creoks mvler the Tt
Refore the War, the Xn
Teaders of many *towns

T Comsar Comision and Luva, of the Mosbomes N Perryman, campiter
Mmoo e mtovs b Eoel ‘o o
the owne, Mushager
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pused of the lioume of itings (Senute) snd the Llouse of Warriors
ase of Reprowmivcs), hal mel mmually at Okmrlgee where

o nedious two-slury, 1og souncil liouse waz erccl e
,"u Tril, rougistig of 1 suprenie eonud and ddistriet courts,

AL the time thar Ukwuligee wus named the eapital, the western
wlaey oF e Croek Nation approsimuscd what

8 Coger, e Cronk o weat ol Uiy K Baving

he United Stutes i 166G ns @ result of the robenl

Woxl arow was dlivide] by luw nke sz Judieis) dist-

e u md.,-u a pmum‘ d un lsny ur

natoil 161
srere Cowela, Mumm, Lu[nnll‘
Bt Darp, ¥ kemlgee. 'There were forly-Tour tribal
Tor hetwa), bedides three lowar for
Nation, alt Ul which were represmel in the Nationsd Cow
sandig fo their opulsi

il e-
Oue of the old tribal tows, *“Tulsey
north of te Arkansas Rivor
omg, The old (,rwk E

o the s ot Museopes wich wes

“Capital f the

o inngurtant was she laee in the deselaprent of the sty Dh-

wwulges was no oaly the capital of the Crack Nation but was well

kaorn ay e meeting plaee of delegutes Troin iy Indin wations

1d tribes Wllo wars inembers of dhe Graeral Conneil of the Indian
v, 170-1872

fod that s Duves Connatun wes st work

trilal govermmont, a5 well 1 that of ewel of the
bt Thibes (1S3L1007], nay Croek leaders were
proiigeut und uerive in affairs thae brought stateliod for Okl
Justiat The duvice of the ' Ureat Seal of the Muscogee Nation, I. 7.

% Amoat the muny gublicstons un the Visecy of b Coeek penple
i hogie Dcbo, The Road 1a Boposranee ilionane 111 Grane Farean,
i (Nasm rruan, 1932), mml Nz Fire fized Trides (Nnrmlﬂ. JLCTRS
M cheypally, A itsiory of tie Svaacr Stais oy, 1064); Joka K.
mml Eaily Hisory uj the Lreck hldmn and ﬂqsnoau ilyr. Amer.
Tdim ity 73, Washlngion, 192211 Muriel 31, gty A Culde 1o
Tribes o Oflahoma (Nevusn, 15L1,
[ le lmlhm limiury bove beem published in Fhe

Wakoma, arar

Ty Minda, “Egely Crish Mistiory bl 1963;
b i Harerie, R
Y ftelniashes™ Yal, X, No. 3 S

-mrlu o

1. Mareh,
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—the sheal of wheat and the plaw,—is i the lower right hiaad ray of
(he Tivepointed ntgr that forms the bk desigm of the Grest
Seal of the State of Oklahona.

—The Editor



