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THE ELECTION OF ). Y. CALLAHAN
By Elmar L. Prakert

g Tl s e direst drwundiat of Lhe Qrosnhack m
inliosited moot of jin ancestor’s inflationary shazscterition "t
u.; 16830° the Populist Party bad Leaome o zomsendous foroe iy 1,
political wnd economic sffaire of the netion. lts theories and p
posals grew out of an envircnment of seetimic depressions and 'I‘:'
uancia] distouss that plagucd iLe country, espeeially in rusal
followibg the period of the war between the North and Sou bt

Despite the danger of oversimplifisation, it nn be uald fha; in
general the Fupuliat concept consiated of the belick that u.g eure for
stonoimic distreis was 10 b found in o program of ineressing the
amount of meney in eirculation, Bnd thereby increasing the .,.,,A,,.L‘.i
of tbe people to purchase more products and erticles of commer,

Those who beld (5 thin L‘l!ﬂry quite naturally were oppesed (o

the Federal Uovernments redeeming in goll the bonds and mowe

ich 11 Ld o] fo fiounce the Usion's wer machiae. They aiw
refused o believe the tanse of low prices for farm producs w
primarlly the restls of the vest fucrease In the production
raised on the greatly expanded farm aress of (he ncwuv sailled
Midwest.! Neither did they consider {he situation ereated by the
dishanding of the great armiss of buth che North a1d Snoth, and
their personzel turning from militery eousumption to industrial
sgrieihiural production. To the Populists, it was Dot a matk of
overproduction and eurplus Iabor, but a matter of ulld:mmumpmu
With thin roncept in mind, their only solulion o the distreming e
nomie problems facing the ation WAk to reeommend the crpanaie
of the couniry’s curreney.

That the Suflationary ideas held by the Populists wore eppealice
16 more and wore people, ah econownic conditions withia the naticd
e more sovere, ia bown by Lhs fuct (hat the Pmlﬂ’:
Prrty canditate for President in 1852 received 1,040,886 votot out o
an approximate 10,000,000 tota n this aame cleetion the FoF
ulists drew go heavily from normally I(epum-m staes that O m
Clevetand, the Demottatic candidele, was rlssted ovar Beojin
Harrison, ‘the Republican nomince. The Peaple’s Pmy at thid [a.nhm
2l won eonteol of the state governments of Kansas,
and Nevads. Anither important showing of the Pwp“\l

* Mr. Elmer L. Fraber, Adminiscrulive Secretary of the O
ey, Tukes Im T mmhnw 1o The Chroaicies in thir e
an, Oklahoma Tecttory, Lm&-ﬂ
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ibe Noticuel, Congiem, whera they woh tan seats in the bouse and

Five i the :
With Kansas.

s bals of the

joiniug Okluhomu Territory on the n
pulists, und with 0,000 votes being eant m- m.
Ted River in 3
i Taith oF
na Territory throngls the rans or in the lotteries,
T Tact, # majority of the people whe kud settled oo the cluimy in
T new tearitory hud been sojourncrs in Kuusas or v e,
ately prior 16 their migeation to Oklshoms. Furthermore, mogt of
be people who settred in Oklwhoma Terrilory were in the lower
woia] brackets and ot ated lu- hv- fuest Tor homes and lands of
ith crop: ew years after settlement being
pountifl whd prives for s <ropa extremely low, another
fupresive envizonmendal fuctor engulfed the strippers and 83ers,
1||ﬂnma|||g them to the arceptance af Pnpuhsl docieings! Tn feet,
el party organizational meeting held i Oklahona
T?rrllnr\ T it o e Populists in. the Fall of 1889,

11y 1884, the Fopuling Party hed expended ite activities in Qkla-
Toma o where it had captnred a nomber of cunty gmmmenm snd
Yield the balnuce of power in ihe territorial lagizlatore. The
tiean was the dominant party, with the Democratic oud place,
¥hen election time came around, in that yesr, Ralph Beatimont, the
Papnlisi nomines for ter iational Con-

is Flynn of the Repmbliean fickat

Thus eneouruged, the Oklakoms Popolists began to gird their
tows for wis 4l-out buttle in the clection of 1838, An infengive cam-
Paikn of orpanizing et eouncy and township level prevailed through-
ot the Territary.  There were more Hian twonty-five newspapers in
Oklahonin that supported the Popalist canse, and et of them gave
Twore ince fo People’s Party propegends than thay did to the news.
In counties, like Waods and Potlawatonie, there were Paputist or.
Ranizations in jizacticully every township.

office within the elecaral gift of the people mas that

4 Congressional Delegate. Although this official had no sote in
# natinim Ho e of Reproséntatives, he. did have s voise m ge

SAme speglsin,

ity
<arry the purty fo vistazy in the Nowetuber election, For

s E Nobinwn, The Erwstion of Aerican Poiiicel Vorsies, p. T30
.,.i' Eoening fasetie (mll\ iy}, Jun B,
e, By Mokoma Red Book. compiled Tondts D direchlon of il Seereney af
inmin F, Narrmn: tokhhnml Ciry, 1912, Val. I, p. 305,
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the purpese of selectiag such o s wad 1o drew up & tersitasy
pittorm, delgatcs Lo dle PeCple's Patty Conwtlon met at Gt
on August 4, 1896. The Cmiventiont s orlled to order in {{:
Guthrie Opera House, and joumedintely went about the busi
writing a platform. The platform thel was adapted reiterated g
sl-lzmeuu of the netionl Papulist piatiorm, swhich atked

on of the curtency and a 16 t ] ratio evinage of silver aay
wod; dircet dloction of je Frosidont, Vics Presuieat, and Do ited
States Senators; gradunted indome tax; govertment ownership o
raiizonda and telegraph; inifistive 2nd referendim; and 8 polis
works program for unemployed Jabarers. In Jooking over the i
of delegatss etlending thia eonvention, many mames could be
of men who were lulec to become prominent it the uifaim of tye
Desmocratie Party in Oklahoma,

Folloming the ever-imncreasing national trend of integration ang
fusion with the Demucml Party, the convention endorsed William
Jennings Bryan for Prosident. They held out, howtver, for Thomas

“Watson, the grest Bopulist lesder from Georgin, for the Tire
Prexidentis] nomination.

When the delegates got aroynd te selecting their nom..m for
Coogressionn] Delegate, the nataes of thirteen men were pla
the tonvention.  On the il ballot J, Y. Callahen of ngruhu
L‘nnnw veueived 4814 votes; E- ennit, Cankdian Cmnu,, T

W. Q. Gromwell, (hrflelrI et E M nk Keble, 101 Qergc
w, G.rdmh"c, Fane, 210a; F. 8, . Togen,
Rigzles, Fottewatomie, 19545 Delos Walker, | Oklnnom. 1'/; 0-
She Thirteenilu roll ul Callahen vas olill londing, but bod oaly fn
ased his 14, giving him 49, Walker bad 43, Cromi

42 Bennett aa Pl 25, ng Rugeles 15,  Palof after bllot wu
held until the dgtegam Ix'glm o b weary and worn from tonwabl
work in behalf of their favorite candidites, On the tweatysirh
roll eall the stelemets heoke with & big swing to Callahan®

The conventioy had been, stormy wnd tempestuovs, With B}
flights of otulory in mominating spreches and In denuncistont
Dennis Flyno, the inoumbent Congressianal Delegate end Hﬂ"“’%;
can nominee for reclestion, W, Q. Cndiff, n delegate from g,.-m
County. when plncmg . 0. Cromull mumo in aem o
quoted 24 sayin - was meeded for the Ddﬁsl" L
o haoeyee i somvinge Comrsn that the a.y; of the Be
gk, omiors. mediooi. and Denns Fiyon had

oma.

J. T. Callahan was a minister of the Mothodiat chmh H,
hud 4ix milea north and one west of the town of Kingfishes

was just aver the line in the Chayenna country, Thio locati™®
'Tﬁc Mﬂ Oklnlmc Smr Cd.vilof Guthrie), Aup. 5. 1896,
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o vt o farthor gtiribate o bim as  eandidate, for any edve-
b 100 it make dmn« the eantpaign for *' fres homes™ eould nol
ency o proposine something (et would bz of personal beneli:
be & 3 Cheyenme country wes not included, et that tiwe,
“free home'" agitation.

The Populist standard-beazer had come to OKlnhoon. from Ean-
where i ld orce Dotn dlected on the Republicun ticket to the
¢ of Regislor of Deeds of Staniow Conaky. 1le was born in
mm oty Misoonri i the year 1665, Ton pacenta rore pativen of
Father having been a eapiain in the Union Army du.
m ot Batween the Rerth and Soath,  Young Calluhan moved
o ancas in 1886 and soon bectme active in Republis party politios
i b wouoly Jevel. 1w wbile by woas i Keusas Mt he sectne
indoerinated and_enamoured rorics., At the 1ime
ot hia nomination fn Gie e bt o e Reputlican party
tor eight Fear.
1y s acsoptance spech at the Quibei Comvontin, Callues
awid, 1 i p preacher is ot & fraud, he
S Fieht to be in polivies - wogons o it b b 3 trand, Te bes 7o
right anyhore ... . . clean, aud propose to walk out olean.”
ke ool al the couvenion gave hire 8 great avation, ad the tz-
pestancy of  swcesafol mud vistorious eampaign for the Popubt
¢ause was voicerl on every hand.

The Guibris, amhomu Staty. Capitol, 8 Republioan duily, took
u nather dim view n Callahan's momingtion and thoronghly dis-
o ctation of vietory in the woming sleetion,
The hesdline story lellmg of Collala’s remiastion baldly stated,
‘R-wN | Callahan. The Man to be Slaughtered for Cougres on
the P ocket, He Prayed for the Pie. The Graat Convention
eral Good S(atesmen Down and Sclects a Man a3 Dimoeent,
of Busiuoey 16 a Ftbert . unsivtad obastesn soul. ot helg but
=obder whith ones of the candidates the Capitol considered slatos-
fen, und 1 to whethee it would have egosidered any one of such
U0 85 8 tatesruon had he reerived the Rominwtion.

The upsurge of Populisw in OMlaboma Territory brought con-

- siderable dismay to the Depoerats. Thev had alresdy secepted
pien oF the Populint proposals sa elements in their programs and
ora en theix territorial comvention met in El Reno o
"‘ﬂhbfr 3, timy wwere more concerned with defeating the Republi-
v nd Dem.w Flymn than they were in electing a candidele of
Fotes, T e 1Y were well wwure of the fuct thet the combined
@ the Populist, and Detoocratic hominecs for Delegate in 1894

“___
b B4 Lucas, jixs daaghuer of J. Y. Callchar. Kinglisher, prrvons] intcrvire.

i i
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hed grealy exceeded the vote for Flynn, Under thess circuma

it was natural for the Jeaders of both the Populisy -m-l Dem
partiza to consider Ile matter of usion. Ad hes Previoudy i
ntaled, this was alrealy taking place st the national Jml wilh "
heing endormed for President by the pow_‘
oppartanity, Cslllian end bis chiet advisemy
i BN Reng when Whe Demotrats opcued theie eonvention.

The delegulen to this convention were split inte fusionisty g
non-fusionists. Speeches nad anguments were heard on both wie
Flually it waz decided (o request ihe Pop andidute for Delegaty
to sppear on the plalform for r||lr!llumll|: N commitios i ay.

pointed 1o sontaet Callwhan and escort i into the hull.,

When Cnllalian veached the plllflmn the 'Comvention mepp
info & pertect storm of applw hia ovation seemed to in
that the temper or the majority was fnr fusion.  Meat of the qn_
tions that were put te Callahan before the entire convention

made by Rav Hotfrien of Oklshoma Cily, W, 8. Teiton of En(d, and
M. L. Bixler of Norman.

Denton ssked the Populist sandidate's apinion lblml ﬂll Eanin.

tenanee of separate sehool for whitcs and negroes,
was probubly ifstigated from the knowledge that. c.mm. Iather

can ticket, Callshan’s poiked manher in Anewering his questionen
immediataly endsarad him ta the delepates of the convention, b
anawer to Denlm’l 's mu- wes direct and in B meneer of ragtraint

g hix wife Was the daughter of a Confed:
orate veteran, and um he " mould never allow her children end mive
40 g0 te schoo) with eclored children.”” He emphesiged, howenes,
that he had no desire 10 deny sdoeational privileges to children
marely becuuse of their calor.

Auother question ucked by snother delegate wapted to lsnt
)l hn would support. Bryan for President  Tin apawer was 8 ﬂm%

parsonal one and that he did not consider
question a palitic] matter.M

After miinorily efforta had been made to block eny wﬂm
mant of Callahwa by the tomvantion. Dan Prery, n deleges |
EL Rens, jumped o1 chair, sceared the attensfon of e BESLG
offieial. and moved that Callahan be sndorsed at the Demg'h,
dondidatr tor Congromting] Delogute, &1 10 conclusion o’
mation, ull bedlam broke looce, amide: the wildest enﬂ"'"
Tt was impomitle (o teke a rall wall, nnd aahens Frdorue”

 Fecumaeh Lasder, Sepe. 11, 189,
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ped by 8 treztedons vanr of voie voles, Fusion had won and
-wan not only the standanl bearer of the Populists, bat
:L of Uit Dzmmrm n
Fallo the close of the convention, eomuaittecs consisting of
atits and Dewoerats were formoed fo work ont lans for carrying
anﬂle campnizn ol b fosion lickat. Hy the ]llller part of Beptam-
20 ! Gafialn Inutions werr blcssowing on the lape)s of Pornlisis and
Demotrats thvon ut the Territory, Thess battons could be or-
St Tran = Tivm in Gurllrio ot  vents surl o $2.00 par hundred,

That c-n.l..u lm:l ihe udnpub:l:l.,\ of cl!nnmng from ansln
ing to e
tattle he wazed mmnst Dennin Fly'nn he Repu nominee, Ha
soon laneled an vstonsive speaking tour that onrried hine thromei-
ol the Teeritory. Mast of those (rips were made by train, bk
where such Taeilities did not exist. buggy and carrings nfforderl the
reapaportation,
ﬂrlnlm.r Cl[h]ml
row )
pnpulm Iwulw »«l-wu-ﬂ frnm the train o mighty rear of acc’aim went.
up from the mllitide jammed around the depot.  Bends played,
] locomative whistles blested and lcmclﬂ:d
Hyndreds of old time Republionns were retn westing 1
badgrs of Callahan. At the corner of Main and Brosdway Gllllhln
delivered an address to approxinwtely 3,000 people. The eandidate
appeared worn oul from weeks of intenkive eampaigning.  He was

rrived in ORiliomna Gily for o spesch,
As the

his dny, had Jrouse ther own unaided voices
the mouse-voterd talker min be mude to
of thet meelanical device known s the

The neighbors and fricnds of Callahan, in the Kingfisher
Wani(p, lent mywh encourngement and help to s eang wy Young
formed # ¢ Callahan (lee Clnb*’ ond wmg 6
Tohay o7 s ancatings. On one asraston this glee elnb went to Wich.
i K-msu and nppearcd wt a 'Sockless'” Jerry Simpaon rally.d
There n [ thent. however, for
i Pmmms ® wanl (¢ ehide Callaban az n mmglde Repu‘uh-
Ou e who dnd farnwerly held office a8 n member 6f thut party.

8t the country schonl, where the Oallahun children atiendal the

s £l datighiem of Te ly told th

pabtican slaim kolders derisively to1d the
Y9ng Callahaws that Flyan wonld surely win. Bot the young.
‘m—ﬂ

Dml Qfod
H ' Qbtnbomun, Oct. 31, 1686,
" S, Nuzmerthy. danghice of 1. Y. Callshua, Enh, pessonal intecsice.
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sters pever for & mmenl doubted hat their father would be gy,
the winner on cleetion d
Flynn qupporters were astounded at the enthugivem -od
mentum of the Callahen umpmgn Tt began o ook 85 they, m
Republicans, for the first fime, were o fal e election
Congresmiomal Delegate, The Fopatist u.mnng. however, way
norarily slowed down by a mysterious injory fo Spencer s.,,,h
Galinhw’s eampsign manager. He fell From a Roeke Taland gy
while riding bevween Hennessep and Daver and sulfored 8 sorge
9 an

concuseion. The vanal prejudice and bitternew en;
intesze paliten] contet exuuett many Pomlist. followers to b
that Senders had met with fonl play from nolitiesl

Ax last, elecrion time rolled around and Callshen returoed g
Kingfisher for Uhe closing address of his exmpaign, I\ was the aay
before. the ballots wete 1o be east. The whole nmmlws-:l- ‘turned i
to weleome the Popolist nominee. 7 bede decorated
eartiage, puleﬂ by prancing horses, hrought M. c.n..r.,,. #12 her
arveral children down to the depot to meet. the distinguished hngbacd
nnd father. The children were all agog, for they bad searsely s
mmr father gines he had taken to the stump. When the train pulld

the Popmlist adherents put on & demonstration mimilar fo the
vw]cum: naccorded the return of sn all-victorious foothall team fn o

town. Men rushed the eandidate and lifted him 10 IM;;

ollege.
snuulam Throngh the secthing and cherring crowd, they e

he wan fo defver Mia speech.  The Culufon shildren e
disappointed boeauss thought their father would get t ride
with them in the pnraﬂ

The campnigning, bution holmm and speechmulcing were diox
As the political columnt tritely *"Now the voters will v
their nax'' And the Okiahome Temwml voters did have

say with the result thit their compraite voies nade Clllnhln lhl
Congressional Delegate by a vate of 27.435 for him to 2

laamm rhmn the Republican. Thus did the Popplist ti

strike: Oklghom:

That Fiynn had tun an excesdingly strong e in the tmdf
the comhined forces of the Populists and Demoerata tannot b

niel When, it was sbaerved that Callaban’s margin ot ictors
only 1768 votes. Cullshan’s lead over Flynn was much Jem il
the tatal vate recetved by both the Demeerat and Populiet ‘”dqh e
o yours provionaly. Fhe Populats cartid sixieen cooutise S
the Rep 8 led in seven. The countien carried by the

wh
V" Tie Okithoma fed Bovc Vel. 1L, p. 365
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Oklshoma, Cleveland, Canadian, Payne, Eingtisher, Washits,

3Glls, Day, Lineoln, Pottawatomie, D, Koy, Grant, Woods,
mrﬂ’ and Greer, Flenn carvied Logan, Blains, Benver, Custer,
""”w.m ‘Qurficld, snd Neble. Fottawatomie and Cleveland Coun-
" re ihe banner Populist centers, Callaban carried Pottewst-
:mue e "'ed6 and. Cleveland by 657,

Ronme of the Republican papers sud leaders were slow to admit
st O Navamber 4, the doy nfier the eleotion, ibe Oliuhons
Fiate ¥ of Gnthirie tarried A headline on the First page. “Flyno
i Wight.”” The noxt day the headlime annowneel. “‘MelCinley A
Sure Winner, " but nothing abont Fiymn or Calahan. On the 6tk
S'front, page story featured the slesfinn of McKinlay and over on
poge B n s10TY maintined thet Fignn hed the Tead, When the
Tth arr\\ad the L‘am?oi l:l\!std s readers in the gambling fra-
tomit 1 betn wns on page 7. Finally, on No-
pmlwr 12. t!nl rock.: hhzd 'Republnsnn mewspaper guve a lefl-landed
admission af Flynn's defest by quating an interview wiih Conpress-
map Cuttis of Kansas. in which lat gentleman was quoted ag enying
that “'the defeat of Flyin would prsmn( the stsuring of free homea
by the peanle of Oklshoma Territory.”

&

When Congress met in the winter of 1897, Callalmn ss in-
sinlled on the delepate from Oldahoma, At thia time he had tan
children and all, sxernt the okdest son. accommanied him and Mrs
Callahan to Weshington, It was 8 hnppy Excvily Ted by n hopetul
father. Jur Callahan's pathway in the mation's eapilel wis hot
ftrewn with reses. He fonnd himself & member of the minarity
£roun in Congresa, seeking favars from an administration end o

e slronzly hostile 1o Wis econtmmic views, Not only was this

tene. bt the Governor of the Territory which he represented was

pilliean apnointec Callahun could expeet hut lifile ob-opera-
tiun from cithior the national or territorial administrations.

g DEiNe the campaige Callahan hod stressed (he 16 to 1 silve
s, Rarh he nndt Flenn had advocated free homes for Mie settlers,
There wan mo hone of |u. mahing any contribution ta the fite siver
r-r“ﬁ' in {ongress, ko he used his energies toward gecuring the umion
klzhams end Tndian Territorics and the granting of free homen
bl January 6, 1996, Lo introduced & measare providing far the join
:ﬂ:'f the two territorien together as o etep toward stetchood. The
wnsmrr wan attucked from (o goneeess  trom thos who spposed
#id mm‘ nhe Ierrllﬂ ies at any and all times, and from those who
ey PN mediate statehood. Needless to say. nothing
of allahan's 31

an hia #fforts 1o secare fre homen, Calluhan met similar
I’“"“ud“ﬂm To the 'pre'lm.ll mestion of Congress, in-
Tt ypaieh & Riemore, but bad bora ascuied of Py muing ey

1 10 seenre ita p-n-ge When Callaban's bill to proside
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fres homes wan bronght. hefore the Houne, one of Callahan'y g,
terw, from the Fouse balcomy, abserved FIvon, ea @ lobbyist, post
fram desk to desk of the Conpressmen. Then nd mm..,d:”"u
&lways belicsed Flynn waa trring to block pewsge of the mmbc
8o that her father wonld mot et eredit for seouring that MR
legislacion most sowght after By Oklshoma serilersM At gny v,
Calighan's <Fforts in Congress for union &nd free Homes sagge ™
ngght. b

In shill another mntter the Oklahome delépste found himmgy
supporting u losing eause. This was hin anposition t0 the e,
of war against Spnin, Me bhelievod that, President McKinley m,j
to avoid the war and publiely doilarsd tht Ko %as with th
dent in respect to thal qrestion.

When elestion time in 1898 greived, Callahun wea to be foapg
Back in Oklahoma doing Wis hit. Far (lie Potrulist sauee, bt not g
candidate, He sovmed fo have Jost mont of hin zest for being o dele.
gate, This may have heen the reail of Wis realization {hat the cards
were stacked apwinst anyhing proposed er sprnsored be k) Popalin,
In the Congross. Momhers of his family ver, mAintained that e
deciding Fector in hia detorminntion nat to serk Toselestion wes fhe
oot health of Mrs, Cllshan There was none scquaintsd with
Callchan bt that remrded him s more interested m hin family
than in hix carser in prblic life,

Repardless of crmsos. Callohan did nok seek reasniination, s
the fnwion eroups seleeted Tndue Tames B. Kenton as their slondacd
bearer, Flvim was qenin the Repuhlican nominee, A gromp of dit
hard Ponulists refused 10 join the fusioniets and nominated  mao
by the neme of Mawkins. Tn  cpeseh et Chootaw City, Callehw
nrged the elortinn of Weaton, deeloring that, T we Sl to clee
Mr. Reaton, the fanlt will g ar the Popnlist door. "

Plvnn was ol (n Teaain i vlace ac deloatn, and the conlit
wazed warm. Kealon continuously challeneed Flymn to joint N
enssiona ar debates, bt the datter avoided auch moetivigs, Fvenhod ™
however, fhey maf on the same nlatform al Perkins, A semine’
biaged newwmaper areonnt gave Keaton o1l e better of the m
iment, stating that Flemn hecame too ratiled to angwer KoM
ehargas,

As the Taekmeped staries of palitioa] woriters have
are not deeided on the plalform it at the hallat hox. I
eliction of 1R9A was nn axeention. 0n Novemiber 5, The Dl Foy
Aomen, n martican of Eraton's, front pazed a story with th' ® it
Tines thet ‘‘Kentan Ts Safe®’ Tlertion retgrny wers slow

T B e . 1858
WMrs. Locus, perronal Intrrvles,
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» Kovember 11, this newspuper reversed itself with a amall,
paragraph, giving (e information that Flyun was
w over nine thousand. Such waa the maouncenient of

Ve bepioning 2 of the eblh tide of Populinn in. Ollahom
oklahonnn Populism lmd reachied ita h\gh-w.ltur mark in the
joa of Calinho, Never eguin wes it to be a dominant facior
Tife of th+ Sooner Territory. Populists nnd Derw-
win in 100 and were able to colleet 35529 votes, Irul.

o esving hies 0 vole of 36263, I 1302 thor was no Popuh-l
I the Fietd, I aftor ytums, whon aucklonal Populist candi-
detes eppeared, [itTle aitention was given to them.

Popufizn, i active movement, passed [rom polilical ecist-
eace in T okiahons, e elsewhere, but The yoars in which it waa e
galied on the Demaeratis Party 1eft ovidences of that nion which
fm¢ ahbvious £o thia duy.




