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$T. AGNES SCHOOL OF THE CHOCTAWS
By Veima Nicbording
HamE®EML

Nu-Fonaklo, Kuta Rosk chikbi fok?
Anvmpe-Palama. Chikowa yak osk ackbi fok ofe!

fory of the establishment of 81, Agues Mision Schosl
at Ao Tndign Tertioey, 12 1857 1s sawaillly. i secouns
O Y aroism of & YOUNE, onsert Driest, cent, o8 ¢ miswionary to the
Choetaws.

On Kovenber 23, 1806, the Right Revercnd Theophile Meers-
ety Vicse A ostolic of the Indian Territory (later Bishop of
Oklal } assigned (he Reverend Willism Henry Keicham te the
wimion of Anlleri‘

The ouly privsts whe had previously visited this spot in the
Choclaw Kation were Father Michesl Swyth of Fort Swith and
Father T. Compbell of Fars, Teass, Folber Ketcham had visitod
Autlera during "l timskoges pratazace, seybg base in the railrad
seetiom-bouse &

During his stay in Muskoges from 1892 1o 1897, Father Kotcham
hid established the nissons of Sapala, Lenspah, Clazemore, Miami,
Tyandotte, Cuyoga, Webbers Fals, Obmulgee, Cliecotab, Wagoer,

aspaw, Vinita and Tulsw.d

When, Father Ketcliain went to Aatlers be faced a most unmoaal
ay

Mimionary sitvation, 81, Agnes was begum with Lwe baptized pec-
taus, one Tndian Loy wnd one whlle boy.  Altogother ihere were not
mare than six bapiized Cathol n the town and none of these

@ete Tully instrwcied in (heic r!llg‘loh

thiy TLEUeOeT, the yonng prisct hed besn wssigned the pust amang
n, bit larie and Imparta tribe of the Chilied Todisns e 3 Lind

fallenpe from Iis Bishop. e had trentrfive dollans with
____ug... Wis missionary swork. The complats 6lory of the

o froin thin Chocuw test mude you? A, God made we”
R-Lumu [ o A At by Fatber Willism

w, Nouhagie gt s Mulkoees wad Misons, 1652 Sen

n&' """ e he CAropicies of Oftabums, Voo

n: b £y Uban Kebte, COLP
oed Bﬂhbhc Himivaacics Ao 1he
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povarty and hardsiip eodured during We beginoings of Si, ag,,
Mision will probatly aewir be Tl ' For e fint two monthy b
e seetion house and took Jis menls with the section hapg,
1 bt Tor (he stetanice of the late Hother Mary Kats
Drexel, ko £or thirty years ontributel to the Anliers [t
Fathar Ketehan's woon among the Chuctaws would hnve been ?.:-
measurably bempercd by the lunditly of poverty® -

“IE gver there wes a class of troe mendisanta nRon This sary,
Indian Missienarics nre eeriainly that evangelival tloss™ wmg
Father Kotebam when asking for funds:

our ind sed encouraing bl:\m;l contaling tne fen chevum ooy 1y

32600 and ona for $50.00 as Iy roc: Mug ckoges,
slessant mioslon Indesd, eud came wwsy o hare e ‘.‘,,"",,:
yaar wh o Taen slllli!”ns lxnlnil o mos vxﬁrum
matimst. Tiring o0 St 5 only hnpe Py i
"~ o voronily

Eiehion ow Decemee a oy o i ae vand a8 DasSLIe 1 iy
aboue Lia Dulling. .

Harls in, 1697, Father Keteham had brile  small collage in
Deantiful Tittle grove on the ewtakirts of Antler. Plins bad ben
drawn for & trame buikling that would ferve the dovble purpous of
# shiogl and, chapel, Arrenpements had been made for the Sisters
of 5t. Joseplh to take shiarge of the school This group of diowss
Sisters with Mother Virginia Joyee a3 Soperior, had begun teaching
in Nazareth Institute, Muskagoe, and Lad helped to establish the
Fiet Catholic sehop] Among the Quapams i 18051

But on_April 6, 1897, Father Ketcham in en mpolegetic lofter
tg Mother Waiharine lirexcl, adviserl her that he bad met with
tinaoeial misfartune: “Now it is not rafe to keep memey

my place a3 it is not a pood golicy anyliow, neither cauld 1 earry ¥
wonaiderable nn da Wy petson for feir of being muedered
rabbed, which indeed ia oot ungammon heve at. all."

He added that Ze Ind kept the iue ent for the pchonl gutll
plans haq matured for ity buikding, Necding cash he went 1o Took
For 2 rafe bunk aud sinec the nearcst Pam, Texns, be de
the cheque in the Mevchants and Vermers Hank there, “'baving &
certained afler diligent inquiry that it was the most relintle beak.”

But acon_therenfier, the bank suspended busimess, due to
Eailuze of & Cotton i which bad borrawed from it, pad bicrs?

f o run o it by depesitozs. Falher Kelcham was told !

TR

 From o uxchives of the Camscat af Siaicr of Bloscd Sscament; [ ,,.y
Helubin, Ponnaghanin” Biother Yiary Katharine Dread, e foundres oF L3
and preat bmg-:uql of Qllabomn Indixn Nissions, dicd on hlarch 3 195 Soont
e oF 6. She gane hor <uine fvtune %o Indisa end Hewo Bileskors e 08

tba Upfied Sms. Tt mnp maid of ber that far aver niviy zeans wha AT
£ dey 0 it
"Wl b Qeapuns™ op. cin
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2 drav OF snothor baok in Paris for onc-half the amoont of hin
oot suitnble seeurity woukl have to be furnished bifory he
b, sdvnnmul ¥ more money. He besitated to go atead on
cnald O o finanoiul foundsticn boc flie Satera of St, Joseph
smeh 20 e vice of Mushopee bankers and they belisved it would
B o procced with the buiiding of the scliaol.

Apparently & plan was worked oub with Mother Katharine
heruby auy eonsidezable wnount of money for the building would
herairs b st n coal,cheguen 16 was Cesided ot $1600 would
v the et of (e ashos), although the buliTing would not be s
Jarge as originally plamned.

Tt wes at this time that Pather Ketcham asked for & cnrmy-ncu
of bis own. “This 3 8 bard country to travel over; it js 3 ve
ough 2nd mountainous conntry and is full of wild animely and
same very auspicious looking penple,  Ta my five and anehalf yenrs

of wission work, T Jmve been sble to gat slong without ome [a tezm)
bt it will be very hard to do o here "

| must b remembered that within & year's tine after being
et m Antlers thot Failer Keteham had established missions among
the Choctaws at Peleau, Cameron, Howe, Wister, Fanshawe, Teli-
bins, Tushahoma ond Alhion*

The Sisters of Bt. Jossph heving come to the Territory from
easiern states were handicapped by the barmier of lauguage. Bub
they began tesching St Agnes Bcliool in the fall of 1607, They
lhnlml a kindergarten sysiem to the needs of their little Indian
pup: which was quite suceessful.  In addition to teaching, thess

real missionary work, earing for the siek, visiting Indian
p-mm in thetr hmu md otherwise winhing 1he friendebip of tha

dapm

r Ketchiam early reslioed e need or die waissionaty

b aNc " talk with the Indiazs wizkout an interpreter; for them

0 be sblt Io read the prayers and hymns of the Chuzch in their omn

3 ering to eleven tribes in the northe

optéra gart of the territary, it liad mol been possible to stndy all

m] Linguoges,  But at’ this mission his work wes mmong the

ble of one iribe. He began to study Choctaw mud m early sa

3, ha ket 1o work Irlnsh\lmg he prayer book end eatechinm into

. It wus a slow, laborious work and destined mot to
shedl for saveral yeurs,

st' Was dsaisted in the translution by Pster Hudson, Victar

Bun Menderson, George Nelwn aud Balley Spring, Yisior
one Uf Father Kﬂelllm s Firsl converts, wax later unleli L)

‘__B_llmt waR quite the purest Choetaw be had hew

.}'ﬁw of De. Urbun. de Huaque.




Friends’ shsshon Uurden (U3 Shawnes e, tro wled
s il s At
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On January 5, 1888, Bishop Mestscheert paid bis firel ept
visit to Antlors. On January B, Mrs, Mary Berry, Vielor b
Elisabeth Rovisson, Denjaisin J. Locke, Ray J. Easion, Johg Heagy
Liua, ail ¢onverts, made eir Livst Communion end were Contirmey,
by the Bishop, Mea Mary Berry was the firet white person jo

Anflers to be upma by ]-‘nlhu- Hetelwm, and Vietor M, Lm,, E
the firat Indian*

0On October 6, 1899, Father Ketshem wrote to Motber Eathrig,
Drexel hat od avsount of the ernafes of Sisient and eome nm.,,,
additions to e xira cxpensen hed been
End ha seked Tor an sddivion to i gearierty mllowanes

Bishop Meerschaert had, in 1896, requested o-ac the struggiing
commuiity of St Joseph Sisters afiilite with the Sinter of g
of Corondelet in St Lonin istees Theophila, Alogims
Anna Fidelis And_ Agnes favier went at onoe to b
The rvemainder of the Si , inelnding Mﬂ.hsr
Virginia Juycn, weat to Dallan to work in that diocese.'t

er Ketelam, in s Jetter to Mother Katharine Drexel {Oatuber
8, ma) wrated that s achaol wan oxpretian twenty hearding puois
(icks) and that the Sislers wonld have 1o board, tench, cloine
Beur all oxpenses for them at per manth_eapita. T
Ginty duy papile attendou the seool and the Ghocta Nation pad
twro dollurs per capita per month for these,

In this letter Father Ketcham spenks of the good thai contd
be done if & groups of Catholic Jay men and women in the Eest
collect good and wsable clothving and send 1t to him for distributing
ameng Fis little flock. “Notling soeps w0 Please these Chaolaws &
much’ ke added, */ug to give them articles of elothing and sndeed,
puny of them ari sadly in need of wenring epparcl, capecially dar-
ing the winter.”

e said that many of the Indians visited ia lonse, especisly
on Sundny and. * this of course necesitales Lospitality o my
ho brend with thera bt (e luschespor ie praying that 8
Bives tmay ey e g Fut T

On 1900, Father Ketcham asked Mother Katharin
Direxel to allow him $12.00 per monlh for ten munths of the yeut i
order that he might sead some n! e Chootaor bose ey 10

ere wan no provision at St es School for boarding %
lwugh the priest kept & few a Imnm wmla r.h-yy attended
How many boys were actuslly placed in othier achools s
keown lo this wri However, in September of that same !“‘
Father Keichum writes of onc boy being placed with the B
dictines ju Arkansss,

10 Parish Rocosds, St Agnes Church, Aniles, o Gl4

n &c':u M, Alorts Hutles, b ot prseett g at St Jossptls Hoomt
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one o e Chootew bops, an orphan, won Fathse Tetshom's

ne Of i an evtenl taat ko dopied bim. Tom, or Thumas

heait 12 Hoham, eis the son oE Jriac and Murtra ‘Bimpeon a0l

smpﬂ"‘ R otgber 6, 1866, Tom mas
iy wtopted by e et on pr 31, 1000,

Henmhite, the wor of Fathor Retchum amone the Tudiang of
Nerritory hed m.. motizad by the Cathalic Buramu of 1
e ; 1500, he wan ealled to [
onsignor Rle‘[ﬂmn it Dinertas oF th Boteun, Bishon
ﬂ':,':.:ef gur;’uea the Tequest fob n lease of abeenca from the
i reluctance. He at lait consented ©f Fatlier
xmbm wn“ld provide u rissionary to take up his work in Antlars.

Fatlier Fotelaim 8gnin writi I(lthlrme in the lalter
part of 1900, reported that “7 find it diffienlt to et angane 1o ill
Wiy placa here. No one smms to mmbition it e He mentioned_that
Ton Ketcham was an clegant Mo Server and that he belicved the
oy would be & “draning cerd”! If he could nccompany Father
Ketsham when wppeals webe Hode for fands by the Burean of
Cntlic T Misions,  Fle alvo diwlcacd bis plas fo pat the

an Uastert sehos] 5{ lis belth permitted, When Fatber
ey e Anlcrs in 1900 There were ane hundred Oaebolis in
the towa of whiclh seventy-five were fall-blood Chostawsi®

Thae Revercnd Aloysing Tlitta, o Denedicline, sucesedod Father

Ketvhary and remmined until 1901 Tn this same year Mother de
Salm died ang since thers wus no replacement from the Moiherhouse,
the Sisters of 51, Rest of Lima prepared to return to Texes. New
arzangeisentn had to be mude with 8 Jorge Community of teaching

isters. In 1901, the Sisters of Divins Providence of Sun Antodio,
Texas, wre chtrusted with the charge of St. Agnes Schoal™  Sisler
Mary Autoinctte, Sister Hary Brideet and Sister Mory Anastash
wect (he first Sigters in charge. The enrollment in 1902 numbered
Axtysix popila, In 1904, there Wore 90 boarding pupia ot St Apnes
&nd'by 1905 tour Siaters wera teuching and the number of boarding
and day atutlents was 127,19

for ﬂThe rocords show thet five Sistera wers required for teaching

Whiea's SUATS 13081913, six Sinters were employed from 1913 1917,

bl the number of Sisiers wes increased o neven. Later, in 1934,
|llm~: were needed for the worl.

" A“u Reverand Alfred Dupret served the Choolaws ns pastor
Fechartees: Trom October, 1901 te September, 1902 Fatber Jobn

a Rclmnn priest, mes sppointed pastor of Antlers on
o Hite Bla Kewdwm, siner of Tuher Willam Kewcham, Gkl

- iban 4 B
* huu ) m..m.mu Sivten ot Divine Poovldence, Sen Amenls, Tau.
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Septamber 22, 1002, At the end of 1503. wme of the Hmu.m,,
Chottaws were given ulivhnents in the Chovtaw Nation, and ea
mumber of thém wore Catbolis, two Carmelite Fathars came with
them from Mississippi, Thesc were the Nevecsnds August Breek ang
M, I Hamers. During the tenure of the Curmrlite Fathers gy
‘Antlers, Father van Reeliom wag mamed pastor of Poteau In Jung,
1905, the Carmelite Fathers returned to ol 1o Father vay
10 Antlers and remained theve untl 1910,

Réeliom came ba

During thet tine he was assisted for lis missions in the sur-
rowndiog Gerrlory by Fathers Authony Lemburdi, . L. Torsier
and W, Sutter® and Fathor L Crommel, *1u 1806, Fatlir Yo
Rechem brilt a church with the fi uisistance of Mother
Katbarine Drexal s frams iling rt_r by Gty Teel. Whils
the Sisters were rumuing 4 boarding sehool for Tudian girls, F.«xm
Hubert loused und botnded Do, Luter, the Sieters took the o
&4 We

ALl
very pri
Tndered it all the more ugrecable to the Indiun children, AL first
3t Agnes wai a Chontaw *neighborleod" sehool. The Sitters wers
employed by the Choctaw poverament and (he work supervied
by Chottaw trustes. After the Chootaws ratificd the Aloka Agres-
ment in 1608, the frial whols yradually cane uider (ke spe-
vision of the federal Govermment und 5t. Agnés wis reogaized g
the Choetaw end tho Uinled Stutes outlenitios o8 o *“controet
achool

In Juoe, 2910, Father Teyssier sucseeded Father van Rechem
=n pastor of Antlers, wnd rempined there until 1916, aasisted sme-
cessively by Father I Gymerl and J. Wagner, In 191G there wert
eighty bourders in the schgol®

In 191516, the conmiact s nok punewed becauss of & raling ¥F
the comptrotler r ihe n ry which read tribal funds of
the Choctaws. and i o e eintsmnee o e o8
Drivate schouis dacing the werl year, 1915, ia umtalherizod -

It affected fnnr Cluu;lm Tndian Sehools (.Mtlen. Ardmore
Ciickavha end Purcell) and four private rehoal Qondland
Selool, Tuge; Fi Mel- Bond _College, BMinco, Okla]mnn Presty
teriun ‘College, Durant and the Nurray Stete Setonl of Agricolfar

f for many years £, Agues School s crried o3 i g

1 Rex. Willlam Hubfer, 4 classasste of the laie D Urban de Hasges, 7%
hm n Fapen, Cermany. idaioed o 1900 and cemg 1o Indinm Terivory oe -“",
oma O

o=

i  Coamry Al the. Cirid 4r
Er\ml 1] Aloh Apréement. ?h: CAdeu #f Oklohoma, Vol X, No. 3 {!

1933},
I Purlsh Records. St Agum Church, Autlen.
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ioge). At that time {1515} Congresman C. Carter of
ore dectarcd it the aw ruliog “will de]:rwe st ol
s m_, "3 fom 1000 to 1600 Tndian children.” By one stroke of the
Tl e above inwtilutious and mission schools were permancatly
led of llie ¥12. 0 & ot for bowed and tuifon gor sk

e serl o Government paid_out of the * Educational
Ponds ol Ciitim hd hrokan Natiom b, ba sesd for

he
trital nntl ofher schools, “Phe infolerant rebuff and setback of
o oeation in thost (W0 nations serionly alfcetod the mainlonance and
frogiess of tbe mstieutions, pamed above, for a wuniber of years.
£ St Agnes Sehool was able to suceessfully ward of? the henvy
biow, it as die t the prssonsl effarts of i Joander, Father William
ber Iirctan of the Liorsny ot Catholg Kndisn Waaluns
{ T . C., d of Mother Katharine Drexel und other
[‘mlncml wp.mnm during the following eritical yoor'®

In 1916, Father Keteham's Kadi amn wu pnhhshed by the
Nanml Capital Press, Washington, D. s said thot the
reaction of some of the Indians who fiad, been dnubtiul of the Chureh
trampe tales told lbnul the Catholies, exclaimed in
surprise when they read it, “Why these Catholies believe in Christ.
the a8 we dol'

Reverend Aifzed ‘Wright, Presbyterian missionary to ihe Choee
taws, had earlier translated the New Testament and some years later
Reverenr| John Idwards, Evangelist under the Americen Boal
Commissioners for Frreign Missions, parts of the Dille ints the
Chovtaw langyage.9

Victar 3. Locke, stated thet "aceording to our traditions, with

1he sele exeeption of the lute chisionary to the

the Abbe Monguetts, who in Mow Orleans in

Eetelinn waa the only priest whn bez scquired our hngu.gc.”"
Father Ketcham almo tranglated health tracty into Chostaw

&nd disteibuted them among the tribe, believing that tain informatien

™ tmnch nedod. 1lis adopied mon, Lom, hed died on April 28,

1906, and it Is ckdent that % death b 8004 eoneern t te pricst’s

interent dn, Uis lualth of the Choetows,

—_—

14 Files of Dr. Urknn de Ha
[ th Eiesble, The Clioteam Tailam in e Widdie of the Rinetoenth Cen-
b Chgonicla: of Ghiahama, Vol X, Now & unnindied By by R, 9
ke 5 h.ﬂ.h:.E”E{‘{ Lol begin the fenoe)
il War Iut Isnsie
ok mhich v taken e ver Ty the Rev.

m"ln A Lh: fram the Hebrew

i il o and the,ourwmoilpg. sculas o

o™ ramp, henscimdy, New Yok, and o
there, TIRSS], e, wan gillod 25 5 Doma
ook ehrew and English, In sd4tiom 10

ua""ﬂw M. Locke, “The Chactam Coveehtem®, The Indiun Statinel, Jaousry,
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The Revereud Cliartes van Hulwe, n pioneer Relgian priest of
Uio Indian Torritory, was stationsd at Antlers in 1919 snd remaine]
antil 1925, The sehaol in 1925 was described o having mecommodg,
tiomm Zor same sizty boarding pupile ull Chmm) Tt wak & framy
building partly of two stories, partly ol
nest looking. Tho board for the ot Ppils w
the tribal finds by the Govermacnt of the Ut
ke intermediary of the Burewu of Catbolic I
Washington, B. ¢

In 1he congregation of Auflers thut year it woa noterd thot thers
were sixty.dive persong, three of whom were born i
wha never came to ehureh!

Ou Kovember 14, 1021, Eriends of Father Ketchwm were stunnsd
10 receive word that he lisd dlnd suddenly while in Tueker, Mwus.m
He had spent ihe preceding wioeks Lefoce hig death, working
the imterest of 1l \hwmppn Choctaws,

Aliny hoors lud enze (o the nue-time misslomry and priest of
the Indian Tertitory, biit hia hoart I o mied 10 thie diooess
for which he In  ordatted. T elain Hrauhomn a3 ity home'
e b saiel ibany
Woren of Catholie Infiun Hssions. in 1001, be b boco. sk
1o acvomplish Mueh for his beloved Indiaks Ho had visited asd
inspected ofl fhe Indion missions tnd reservatons of the United
Stwtes, o had been appointed by President Tuft as o motber of
the Lritod Stuoe Eanei of Didian Commudonors.  Fordham Upi
sorsity ed on Jave 14, 1012 cauterred degree of Doctor
af Taiss 10 L v spoared Dowmet Ereate by Pope Bene:
Tiot X ith the tite of Honshenare

He hud promoted through the varions disceses of the Tnited
e Soviety for the Preservation of (¢ Faith, a society whick
& great dactor in nuintaining the forty-tee
nt the thme of his death were not receiving oo

Wibel ussistanca
1fe bad heought about the abolisment of the Browning mw
wherey the right 1o chouse & ool For un Tedian, lild was 1ok
from the parent and vey the enl; be Lad defepded ﬂ"
right of Cathlie pupls in acromen Sbecl 1o siond Oa
Lnitructi d had secured priests for (Lis work IWhep TRtin®
ithdrown from Indian ehildren because they were mtleodiof
s schools, iratesd o] going to & Government school or #tasioF

S Taday In the United Staten there e 59 Catblic Mission Schools, of #5
17 ase baarding schocls, and 6 are mized, boarding and dey schools  They ull
a leﬂll of um Tnin childmo, Pemooael of these ivu includes 228 l‘hw.
Koy e, 57 Lo e el 10 8
9. 'ﬂlil )a ihe official magsd®

e Indion Sensiv
{ie Bursan ol Ctbatse Lncian Mimiore
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+ home, Father Ketcham had fonght and smesteded. in Taviog the

nt:n
num f

e vstored to them. K bul iz 1912 defanded tha rights of
g in Gaverninent Tadian Scbosls in tha - Rell

N iroscray, maintainiag Mt the Cathoye € [N
mm ot the aurhor o the Poee Poliey of President Grane
ve (hese selioals over 10 s dinomingions 1s were
e st the Eras the poley wek Tawbdura

Tt was suid of Father Keteam thet *'be was o pricst by Toca-
(ion wnel av diplomat by training. He had e Caeile pen aud 4 fluent
tongue bolls of weiich lie used 1o excellent ydvantage in advocatiog
o fonding fhe interems of the Indinns,

When Bishop Francis 0. Kelly, the succomor #g Oklahoma's
tin Ty, Theoplle Moudonart, seat to vist hatlery in 1034,
e Bisters of Divina Erovideuce represented to him that it wus im-
powille for them to i any Iouger prosent
Sondition ; that. they would be obliged fo give up ther educatiouzal and
soustlonal vk g the Choctate ehildren nless the old tuldings
were mule moce Lubita

The Sonthecsl Oourct n ta Tuly 27, 1030 e cariod wa artice
utlers Tndi d been entirely rebuilt.

rem ET! !Amdi now & strong
in Spnmsh mision style of arcdi-
the city of Antlers wnd large enough
eetars children. Keedless to say the buikdiog is Flsd

s liael bren cmmbuml by 1he Dureau of Catholic Indism
o, lIu: Marguette League and personal benefactors of the

iy spansor, Mother Katharine Drexel. leverend
H B Mmmmm was (he postor at Antlers at this time,

The lurgost enrollment o the school i noted in the yea
911, 191%, and 1913, whes the dolistics shos 128 pupun
T 1332 (he encolluent was 114 students droppig 1o
u 1934, Tn 1926 the rectory was destroyed by Eire but rebuilt,
ouser, it suffered groat daiaage ws 410 the dlurel ad ssbosi
hnn on Jul. 154, n violent torm unroofed the buildings.
Enther Williara 041 o postor at this tme. There were qine
et rw«l g mmd '|1 pl\p:]s envolled in the sehoal,

an m April 12, 1345, disaster o the form of & tornade strack

mlr]:e\ueubl& blow at 5t Agnes School.  In the town of Antlors, B2

PI wete killed and 250 injured. The miraculous sseape of nlny

batpen, Mildren luddling during the storm o the wrecked and
red sehao| buitding, will never ba forgotten.

131p,

Rmu'c..'md1|nu|ncommhdmseum R,
m'-?p,'} Reion, Diestr of Horeun o Sorete B Modume 18]
s o T rbm £ Masgaer
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When Sister ]nnuentll, the achool Superior, Leard the hegwy,
grinding noise of the tornads she led the thildeen into the centyy
Yol o St it Hoar, Hare they knelt ond prayed te rossry wm,
the storm mwirled ahoyt them. When the tornado bnd puise
children, frightencd but wnbermed, said prayers of ke
and rib sulside to a strange world, The rectory and eliureh

liad miszy buildings eross the street. Unly thag

ol whare Uhe c.luldren took refuge wes Bpared. Thy
anly person injurcd i the seboel wey Sigler Mary Grorge who waa
seriously hurl when s chimney !ell on her,

Observers who watched the smm fmm caves, said that thg
eyolone lifted the romory into the sir and beld it there for seconds
Then jt cupladed into Whousana pieses. Tho Chrareh mll‘puﬂ
mbout thirly seconda mfter the storm Lit and spun avound, sai
through the air. Pews wers smashed to matelwond, vstmonia ware
found draped on trees atong the river o mile away, nolhing was sevsd.

The valasirophe macked the dramatic end of St. Agnes Indian
Sehool. The Sisters of Divine Providenee returned Lo Sau Antoniy
while the parish priest received instruetions t reside in Hugo..

Antlers was witliout a Catl Clurch until 1947, wheo co
March 15 of that year, the Rt Rev. Eugene J. Mca..m..m- Euﬂwp
of Ohlahoms, dedicated l.lle newly-built St Church.
wan built unier the of Reverend Evem: Foir whe Irll
transferred 1o Dallas just bc.iu:u its vompletion.

St. Agues Sehool bad served the Choctaws for o total of mw—
eight years, AU the lime of the tornade it hod 75 boarders
20 day students with five Bistera




