L Chromicley of Qkiadona

ONF. HUNDRED YEARS OF OKLAERQM: VERSE
1830-1930

By Festic A MR

Uklabona s a e Hiatary brckgronad for she was cie
recipient of twa poctic # when Oklahoma Territory
und Tndinn Territors webe nrged ineo. one atat

WESTEEY OKLANGNA

Defore the O¥ahoma Tersitors ewne intg
hail some springs of poe
Titings of & e
He wrote by by ce
banes Tor 1l

the Fone Filwrim,
shoulder hinde of a buffulo, while eneapipud on o bone-gathering
expadition in the valley of the Bagle Chicf in_the preseut
Woods County, Okl num Feptember 19, lﬁ’B“ of which the
Following are two stansas:

"' raam il dny long o°cr the prairic
And dwi i the canyon 3a desp
And when dutkness comcs on

st camp all ul

With the coyate to sing me 1o aloep.

side, w5 s

0 think of ihe poor bone Gilgri,
Yo wha are safely at home;
No one to By me. o one to eheer e
Ay o'er {he lone prairie

"' s by tlie homa of the waaltly,
AT e Ty the Mt of [he poor,
e care for me,
Fie my eargo they see,
And na ene wilk epen G door.

"gh thini of the poor b Piurin.
Ve who are sately
No one to [ty ihe.
s a'er (e

nite 1o l'lll'l‘|
e prairic | roam.

SMuch Iuter, bug in the wurly territorisl days of Oflshems:
theve were athers who wrots poetry. Most sotably we cita Freemal

TThe Ondty Ohiuhoman, Sumlar, June 3, 1928,



Oun duirdred Vrury of Gklahome Verso 1850—1530 v

in 1he Siitinaler

fifler, who o s column Obtahozis Suziine”
try

during the years of Hix books of P
A%'m'::.: in whiat soung ane has elllad "Oklnlmm s Fest contrsbn
1o formal Yterature.”

Hin verve i smouth and revesls the mmr of the “halls of
learing oro are m Low verscs of bis
“The Stampede’*

“We took ur u\rm. at the guard Lhet nmight, just Senrdougl

And s we monn(ed ‘i ponien there were elowds in the weslera

Aud \Mk{nw that before the morning the storm by the north
wind stirred

Would harross the plam: with ity furies Cieree, and wadden the
helpless

Bl e :hd not slurmk the dunger, we ad ridden the plains for

And LM ernrah of the storm and the cattle’s ery wers music to
our ears."’

EASTERK OKLATIOMA

As ourly as e 1830%s, the euluive of the Five Civiliz
Cherokees, Ullickasavs, Choctaws, Croeke ané Semlnolr:) a5
transplanted to e Tidian Ferritony when
hirought Lo this regien from the Soulloustern
gmele eutitled *Enrly Cklahomn Poets S
in suw." by the Itz Joscph B Thoburw, we rend:

arTigst bawnrin cubtrleal produstion poctalidg ta OXnhoan, won
MAIKLig, prapic flass ot of oo
hod evMontly 1on in exewiteis 4
T3, AR W conkecaled B 186aily nnger Nue o,

hese puople” were
ates.

sl
& Mnone oF “Dhoczion =

This oo wos raprinted fu the University of Oklahomn
Magazine of Mareh 19183 Jt bng as fitle: “‘Tndians Kunc
Euffao. Ty earsies 't fe end of the poem this dn in
Mill, Rog River, 1840, The Univewsity Megezine Ties 3 mole to
the et fhat the poein vas hm prblished in the Cherokes Advo-

rete, Nov. 13, 1845, Untor . this pumber of the Adroczie
is not I the files mt th 0 e, Thkario Building. As to the
Dbrem: First, the writer pictures the myriads of tuffalo, peace-
nir; then the yneasy fee!m ot dunger thet swesps the
pod 1 by elonds of dust on the distant borizon a8 hunters
e e Wweenfig on with their wir uv He ehooses the Comanches

o o ma Salar A b e 916, g, 820

faf tIndipn Nomber), b 391 »
N\nlzl |l éﬂwl A Guide 10 the fnd::n Pl Er‘.( ,‘Gﬂl:f-m Uml::vd #
Fres (Norman, 19513, 1, 12),




[ Chronictes of Okiadoim

ns hunters, sinee they were the wost eolorful of the Plaing Iudiany
and wers notable horsenien hers aa eacly e 1815, Here arg a faw of
the veracs whicli will give us the siyle and color of te poem;

mdred hunters on {heir firc-eyed steeds

harbed nrrows end with bended how,

ing a3 caeh new victim falls and Sleads,

Ate doaling death ameng the buffalo.

See the wild herds swife rms&mg a6 thoy fly,
The verge of land and s

“om! Ont Now mu:er thither, wildly upceding;
Their start enzy glaring round,
liends Tt Thet Corang, same stnggoring and blewdiug,
Qoring the air aml tearing the gro
Crossed, tumned, entoff and mulrlened by the foe—
Ml-fated butfalo,

““See the Comanches, with a fiend-like case,
Thir long, dark sy Locks streaming in the breere,
sunbesm wilh vernillio:
oo e Tar, then instant aching wighe,
Like flashing Flamse of fire.
And st i Eronmied Tulfalo ut bay
After his sarnge mumter madly rushi

Dut thers is n
filea of Muriel I1

lior oam thin S, Fram the persansl

Arkanras Gasette of August 29, 1!.32, wnd powibly oze of the
firat, if not the firet. metrieal effurion cver composed in what it
now Cklahomt '’ &

Lines""

“'On the death of Tevi
died i the Ch

cketts, a Chostaw Tndian, who recenfly
taw Nelion, West of Arkansas.

““By an Indign Trader."”
“‘Hir wen the noble, honest he;

to act,
id his dre,
With feeling atrong and friendahip true.

“The Red Man, fearless, lives and dies—
He dreads no hell beyand the skios;
T shrisiks from no appending rod—
He dreamn of no revengful God,

3Muriel H. Wrighi, peragnal moaes anil eoflections.
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1o sees tho spirits of e ir,
His fathers’ whoop has called hiw thore,
Where forests wear cternal green,

Where wav and deuth live never been.

me sixty sleeps linve passed away
Lee polex were planted where he lay,
Iis rifle, powder. pipe and ood,

The Indian wants i eross the food.

“ When mnurmng friends ngnm eppear,
To pay the tribute of 8
lew’lt plmk the sign lhnl mnrl(n the apot
, hallowed tims, is ne'er Jorget,™

Tiut there were other interesting sct -a uf 1-!‘: that carly
day. Youth und iove were prewent as oo i thit
poein |red m rnw Cheroes Mvmu "o August 14,
1648, entitled [ Clerokee,” 10 was signed: " Foter
$lmlt'nl of the Mll@ ‘;tm ' Two wtanzas ar here given:

“Tue Rose oF C

" Thongh beanty deck the spring in flowers
Like Reinbars sleening 3 the greon,
Or soft, thowgh moanlight's dewy shawers
May starlike glitter o'er the secne:
“Thongh passion Nt warin may sprivg
aptnre. through fie thrilling heari—
Thaugh carth and sea thoir ireaznres ring
mnbined with all that's prized in Art—
Il wanton Nature's darkeeyed enild
Tu far wore deor fo
The sweslest flower (hat geins the wild
nss of Chercker.

she is 4 gy ond nrlleu sprite
Her eye is glad and h-ppmm
Pluys round her ligs o rosy
Bright with the conscious po!\!r to bleas,
iler heart's aa pore, na wild, ea free
As yondsr ntmunlct Ienp:ng hight—
1ter aovl‘s a gem of puri
_And warim na iy stur of nigd
¥es, wanlon Nature's dark-eyed child
he jewal in for me—
The swectest flower thut gonas (he w
The Rosr of Chicrokee,
—Foriner Student of the Male Seminary.™




U7 Uhronlcles of Okinhaa

Nataraily, one is curious to know the author of this poen,
The Cherokee Male Seminary was tormnny np:ma in its new build.
ing in 1950. Yer the “Clerckee Male and Female Semindries were
bolh founded by act of the Cherokee e Now, g5,
1846 ... " During the iiterio between the degree uf fu!lndlng
1wl upening, Cherolee yuntha were in selinol, In The Chera

yncate of August 14, 1848, there s an address Wblch LY
Imn Qelivercd i the Auniversary of the Seminary.
mad n D, Mayes. The Semmery hul yrohlhly
et uncliouing 1we yeors at that time We alo read Giet when
the Ridge fumily cavae from the Last thay brought their schosl
teacher with them wnd neighborhood ehildren atténded her rehosl
slong with Hia Ridge childven! These hiatorical notas ere presenteq
Tiecanse the writer Ias a verw strong feeling thut the enthor of
the “Rose of Cherokee' wis none other than Joln Rellin Ridge,
After the assasination {1839} of his fother, the nated John Ridge,
s mother took Jol Hnum 1o Arlumsls where e eontinued his
studie_with Bl yewrs, then we was sent to
Gircnt, Darrington, 3 e " laker coting to continue Ny
eivastion with Ahie Reverend Ceplias Washbuurnt, mission, ary b0
the Cherckees.? "[n w; idre marzied Elinabeth Wilsom in the
Cherokes Nation, known that the young esiled Chero.
kee poet kept in luuch with his people in the Chergleee Mation and
at one time Teprosented thie Cherokee Nation on bnsiness at Wash-
o objeelions arise to iy theory. Fitst: The boy lefL
Tablequak soom after his fathee’s death in 1839, Dak it oguld be
that the pupils of Misw Snwyer's schuol cansidorcd themaelves
wnembers of 3 Cherakee Seminary ns the word moant “ITigh, Sehool "
Tha seeand cljjection Jies in the Faer that Hditar Wrs, P, Ross may
not have been sympnthetie to u poem by young Rellin Tdee,
nlthongh the Ross famiily discliiwed auy part in the death of the
bay's Inther. Here is one stanzn of 0 poen by John Rollin Ridge-"!
“A Cherokcce Love Song”™
!Oh coms with me by :nnml'llrln. love
And et ns seck the sheo,
My light eanoe awails thoe, l.m-
The sweetest burden e'er it bore |
The seft. low winds are whisp
Nllnrm beguty, homan o
And with appreving fces, too,
The sturs are shining from above,”

E
El

u:mf., Bt Foster, Scqumob, ihe fcrven Codaes sl Mot Afrc
“Themen Foreman, aed W, Bushohead aml John Eollin md
Chukte Eiane - Colfmin® Chramaies of Biater Wanoh Beoempes

Vol u.‘su

s
1 Tho whale poem appeate [0 lic Cheanicles of Giichana, Vol, 4, 1986, pr 371




Oné Myndred Yecrs of Okisdumna Verse 18301950 m

I thase t‘anl_r days ol me Imlmn i the new country there
was o beat toward tie love his perbaps beeauss in the
widst ol alrumm\s doings the 'tplrn. secks release in the (llmu; ol

the Apirit.

Besides the love mongs cited above there ure several, vither

criginali ov (xaualations Erom clie ‘Cherches Ianguage, wiich p-

eartd from time 1o tine in The Chorokes ddvacals, Oue o o
' 1t appeared in The dduvocate,

K Tt iy wngigned but pre’

'm Tollowing in as Jiteral a trums

ol ws can be mede, We

oritie—the nh —who says that for &

I do well cnowgh, wot mueh being expected

Trensiation called * *hardhes Sun
Mazeh 1, 1876, . P. Eow
cedad wilh U Mot

Tokee lov

trumlation it
of traslations:
“Onznoxes Sove'*
il we down beside this brook,
You and I, Love und 1;
We will of the_prespect look
Far und nigh, far and uigh
Flowers are blooming, spring i J
For oy love, for my love;
n from out yon blue sky clear
‘fwo stars above, two stars above,

ioen

v Npw l.hey shinc & bonuteons ok,
NI vigrw, ta eur view.

Tt l.lle radignee iz not lost
Of thege two, of thege fwa,

S0 from. loving learts shall spring
Jays that last, joys thal last.

A each flying year tukes wim
"To join the peat, to join the past.'

the Fepetition, which is o churacloristio of Indian postry,
1"mmln we find it 10 5 degree n songs of all languages, Another
Poein uppoared in The ddvocafe of Wednesday, Auguat 22, 187T.
“ i preceded h_v 8 letler to the oditor saying that the nender has
Wentd fhe Young girls singing it from thae (o time :

“MIETARES"
A Cherokee Love Rong™
(Translated by White Flower Crowing)
Do you knew wher lose int
“Tia o sigh and o

Promised marsiage and biim
T ean tell you what Jovs




0z Ghonisier af iukomn

Do g kaow whut Tove hT
"Dis true love on one side,
And on the athor false pride.

teaan

Do you know what love st
FLove returned e

But mistaken—tin death

Do you know now what love it

—"8aid o bo composel by Toorsa.'

Now we turn from the esthotie to the serious strogele in the
minds of the Indians jn regard to thel i
pendent Nation, The following posms
appearing i (he Vinite. Chicftain are true Pl
Larbed izany, satire and foroefed argum
“"The Dead Kation:'

kYess nation, thon At dread

" alas, poor |
¢ las

nd de
ot "ﬂl.wring hope; pon {hine ansien
Hath Inge-cie trianen dealt s trencherous Liovea,

“The first it teum, that o ol peaneful sisius
e roar of cuset mad the sa
Began—bnt Dold ! humanity refrains
And it eaniol paint »

"' Dear Cherokes Natiow, vum xhe right to ]
Art dend and gane; they life was munly priced:

Tiy rotm Lo civilzation udst o giv
And so did Socrates amil Julul Chrigt "

The sther posmi feom Uis weiter s entitled **The White Man's
aind i bascd on 4 verse from Exckicl “Son of A, aey 10
e of Tyre.” Fuch stanza bogins with *Son of Man | Sen of
Thie whole porm in polemic of forcefyl nrrqigoment
te man's wrroganes in aswming First plee in u.. wrp-neﬁ
of the Jiternal. After reciting in u columa and a ball of vérses,
inwtaces of the white mom's errovs, the wriler closes ik o reler
ence to the cffecl (hat ofien n vessel nsed by the Almighty eeneo
wbe be Jouger usefu, and b than cast away, Theaw are the
ines

““The goblet from the lips of whith I poilc
My wrath, 35 often I have done before—
The gless iteell, of wo inore vahe found,
Ts hurled and snashod to pieces on the ground.”

14 The Dilly Ehickain, Vinka, L T. April 25, Wo9; and ibid, March 2, 189
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Now, for @ velse in happier moed. We all know the postry
of ‘\h‘mnﬂm Poscy, the matchless Crock poct of }ufuul Nn
e lina written mord benutifal Iyries than W, a6 u perusal of

bk will show.'® But Posoy was nleo an editor. At Eufaula md
|..; wag in the newspaper business. The following
n lighter vein for the Longue in cheek, perhepn, his
fs given play 1o the nuestion of & Thyws for | Arksnsaw

“Isoiax Ruvustes”
“No rhyme for Arksuses]
What's wrong wilh motheeinlaw,
or
Ur Spavinew

Don't jacks hee-haw

And Wildeats claw?

Tver hewr of Esaut

Nevor gaw

A Choetaw

fmoke or claw?

Ever aee o Quapsw

Hating & Tipe paw-paw)

Ne zhyme for Arkansaa?

Pohaw '

But Posey caught the spirit of his times sud had the philiy

e poriray charaeter in few words, until one could alnost ser the
individuals of his pen pietirss. In his poem: “The Pasing of Hot
O in wluch 110 portrays oue of the aages of the Oreek Nation,
ught: the news of the death of e of their frien
e little gmup of plulm:npherl, Posey relates their resetion to
e benrer of nen

AL Bad ko + die at 1o
live lang time, but now my days are few;
'Fm lollg‘ ke weeds und Erass

1l aroin’ my grave house, tas,
Ww. o]l '\\'lrrwr listen close
n' Kono Harjo pay elone ’tention, toc.
Toukpnfkl Cimma, he slmos”
liet his pine go out & time or two.""
Mrs, ol Woney, »d "~
B0, Pinirs, s 5, Afgimder Potey: The otk Judum Foct” (Crane &




Y Chronicles of Okuhun

Far a description of wrept eticalion this cn
"Whie last two verstw commin 4 vohie of wewning.  The
Jovrnel of Jannary 24, 1908, las this to my of tha quikteits of
Todian philosoghers: ot Gun; Wolt Warticr, Kono llario nad
Fus Fixieo wers a guarteite of Creek philosphers swho wred to
spend pnuoh time together, and eriticiome became 14 proverhs
mincng their fellaw Tndians.
After the tr gm drowning of Mex Pu&ﬂy in the North Cmmdm.
Tiver, one of s adnyirers wiois this poem, 1 Alox Pasey's Cresd *
. % 'Holden, Fort Gibson Post wea the athiz, wad Tha oo swas
prblished in the Fufaula. Bepubtioes of July 21, 1890,
“*Aurs Posev'y (usen”
“What's good ead pure in Aoy ereed
1 take and make il mine,
Whatever wervaa humen need,
1 hel e diviue.

T ash e prnnl‘ ‘hal broad s lm a
ion that Dieat

it hears and head
'rlm fond 1 means Lo ent

““Man_sanelifiea the holiest robe;

Trath sanetifies Uie ook,

The purest temples on Hiis glabe

ountains, glove, and biook,

That spot on esrth, whale’er it be,
To te it holy ground—

Where wan is striving to b free—
Freedom or .1m.|h is found.

emoty hend
I haldl an cap of fool

The sceptre from whieh m-dom fhed
Yins lant the vight to rul

T find true wen whe'er I look,
vory orced aid Jition—
*Mid tona of toil in derkest naok
As in the Joftica; ntation,
AR RS

“The truth thet elevates the mind
And purifies the heart—
That tenches love of all mankind
And blunts afflistion’s dart
ares

*"Only whis life is aot ovr Finnl doom—
Higher epheres for the good and brave,
@ood ats and deeds Forever bloom
a reslms Leyond the grave.”
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Again, lel s 1 o u
L. N, O Waiker, who ¢
cpigration of M Gile

Tudiau poet, leutoh, the Wyandor—
ta Oklilwaiu from Kansos with an
netime m the early 70 He witle &
deul in dialect. ol led **Kou-dso-
Toweal, [Kubbing] M e wrote nioky goed Dot iong
are Tho Calumet," *Injun’ Summna® *, "“The Warrior's
"ot 4 Mojave Luliahy,” and an *‘Tudinn'Love Song.” Hix
poem *lujun Switma’ ¥, alfbongh i dialact, i n j £ lavely
Feikcption nad pieturesque deseription of nature in Indian Sum-
Satr time. Here 18 DATE of the poen
““Yau sew it, thut smoky, huzy, my frien’t
10’5 hangin® gl dges of wkyrt

It's pi
i

I think he's like it
Tt's mos'ta be

lint, mebbeso, fo little b
When year it's get ol |,

ke’ kin'

t don't wint to stdy, No,
Meaver, Dear, Muffalo, all; it's «
‘Any how, maken & good dream fo' lim, "hont eva’ one.
ne buck &' meke it his lodge fire,
un ova’ tha' on odges of sky;
a'm st yor don*t get tire
% 01 Injun Stamina! time, at's why =

Although in dislect Lere s » leantiful unture posn waven ke
nestaliic longing for the old home contalry. o warrior-
Hpizits are camped arownd e Lovizon in the evening time taking
a lock at their former iowe. Read it again for an approcistion of
the poctic beanty. Llentoh's poetry is well worth reading und
surdy vauke with Oklalivma’s Sinest.

. Ko wurvey of carlier Uklahoma poetty would be complete
without quoting somie of Gewrge Riley ull's smosth-flowing,
¥tienl vorses. jle was a_close friend of Alex Pasey’s and whils

Losey vas editing the Ewfawia Indion Jowrnal, he published in
ghe tdition tw of Thall's ienutifol posma, Oure was entitled ** Not
or M which Hie poet wriles of beautiful flowers and vibrant

vousle, of “yeing apo and silken hair,"* bt wt the end of cach
&v" comon the A relrain: “These Cings are wot far me.)”
Folb, A% I to_recoup his epirit. with something rarer, this poem a

owed by ane entitled “For me."" Let us quote:*

—

0. Walker, Hensoh, Koadooshab-wnak, [Okizhum City, 1941

" Eufasly tniion o, A 15, 1908,
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' Fow e
I strayed by the shore where the eolises Are &lnpmg
Ameng the blne hills that emircls 2
The brand.bressted river, where, lalighing and .
The strenmlet wakes histe to unite mu. the lide,
Of kylvan Oktalia, whase siretches of s
Make girdlen of beanty whout this i Tand.

“The blge of the eky and the preon branchies waving,
The sweet invitation of nslure fo reat
Seemed tisfy all of the soul's eager oraving
r eu:mul spring blest;
Fineh mouniain, the b Oower, each tres,
Had @ love soog to smg und wll, ALL wes for me.
seere
“The !At -away clouds drilted slowly, \nlnln um|n1
‘@ blend with the billows of green Ila !
wm.m the cool shades T sat qnmly dream
Aud sipping the uector the oioruing distills;
Like wem'rics of love o'tr that emorold sea,
The wind-huzps of heaven vibrated for me."

Grorge Riley 10all is vemembrred ws the nuthor of **Land of
3y Drcaming, " which Posey mid was n mestorpiece. His poom,
Aecnmplmhment" remu the nrogress made in Oklabome
lwenty.five yem and his ““Cirave of e Bendit Queen, fairly
Lrenthes nrl{l oms Kife and doitigs. He come to Ckishoms &
year before the 89°ers, tanght in Indinu schools, Tounded the
Hauryatia Pres Lavce, e retived in 1908 and ded April 13, 1044

Thin arlicle in Tho Chrowichs of Oklahome bis only tonched
the surince of cnrly poetry—lyzics, Chillipies, humorona veme,
eligious, Iumrml wnd adventirolls poems in this wentern coun-
iry.! t, carly wrilers'? were ran the full gamnt of postie ex-
und st tho seene for later Oklahoma poets to mensure
ndecd they are able o do 5o,

185ce Naten and Documenin thin number of The CJ\nm‘rha Bnr om0l pot

I ol n{ i’lr it X
Voned O Tl 2 . Komere i S




