- Chronicies of Oblakoma

CHIEF JAMES BIGHEART OF THE OSAGES
By Orgha B. Ruwil

Much hus been written and published sbeut the mnge poopl.,
eommonly recognized as the weallhiest tribe of Anier
et the one man Inzely responsible for that wealth has i
Tittla notice. ~ Had James Bigheart chostn the “‘ensy going ways'
of his full blood Indian kinswen his life would have been much lem
streonous, but the Osges would nol be enjoying their present pesition

&5 ane of the wialthiest Indien tribes in Ameriee,

The story of *'Big Jim" snd hiz work, Iicratofore, has been kept
the minds and hearts of the few remeining old-timers who knew
him persanally. Only a few intimate friends rmd Tiis Family know
that prntﬁc:nl]y every bencficial move made for ¥ e Tribe fram
the = I "Wer until the drath ur"B-: i in 1908, waa
Fnonsored by Mg Jim' and <areicd ont, with his hnlp{u! wuidance,
by men of his choice. He cared nothing for personal glory and wat
hlnp\' 10 appoint and conch others fo seeure whatever he might
desire for ihe srenriiy of his own children nnd those of his felnm
ribesmen.! Totay, four and ene-hall decades after his death. James
Bigheart it reeognizerl g5 the most brilliant politictan and [eader of
the tribe thal the Osages have known.d

Peonuze he wan the ontstanding leader in his tribe during the
faur deendes immedintely preceding his death 2,220 enrolled Osspe
and their denﬂlndlnh liave shared more thnn $300.0H00.00C from
vogaltien, bonnses, tens d rentats dnring the 44 years sinee his
death. Tronically, Bu.' Jim" died anl war bnried Octaber 5. 1908,
Just three monthe before hig tribesmen reveived their firsl pl)'mvr!l
under the *'heedrirht " method he hed worked out for Ihem, bat he
had lived tong emongh to renlize that his life I(mg rIrsnm ‘secarity
for his tribesmen and their childzen, had been m

The mere mention of hie name brings neer- upa,.lev to som
of the old timers who kmew Bighsart poersonally end hate him ml!-
o pamion, Others zefer to him reverently ms their greatest leader.
“Big Jim'* died, 3 he tad lived, a Catholis. Conseqneatly he wa3
feared and hated by those who clung to their old medicing men "59
these who adopted the Pevets failh jntrodueed to their tribe in 18
by & Southern Indien, Bigheart bnd the power to ouflaw such Wor
w griver wiahen \a mnke bor, graishl -nhmwlul ents o oyienndind
3" Guage bitory and Tign Ladery wh much of mw lm-ll“l‘
In lllr mmwlllinl vl "Ill article on James he.ln nl' lhu Quge
ot A,

]
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Obiat James Mighoar) of the Brages L

d 3¢ 30 cimen, Tostend, e srrowfully wntohed s nefulbors
orship. in what ha considered ignorance, heomuse he felt wll men
Sere entitled fo freedom? Seme tribesmen, edueated in Catholie
missian unml. zidicnled Bigheart for not outlawing other religions
pt, yet be ignored personnl ridicals and hatred ea long as. it
T afbest e ribe 5 5 wholr

The exact date and place of Righeart's birth is net known, ba-
canse of the Revernmaent’s methiod of entolling the Oaages, who had
never kept recorda of hirths and deaths among their tribesmen, The
fute Julin L»oimnl luud nm James. Bigheart was born in an Ouge
vitlaze newr 1, Ransas (known as Onnpe Minsion
n..m .Iuly 1, 1555) nnd nm hc mm\.'d Pon-Kah-Wi-Tah-Av-Kab
by hi Father, Nun-tsa-tomkah and mother,
e rin i, wore bnlh full blond Osnees, aerording (o Julin Look.
cut, Osage Indian records confirm this statenent, but Tevesl &
dlightly d\f{emt sr:allmg of the molher’s name.? Government tegisters
of the Osa mhers born s of Taneaty 1 of the pears of the
e Flood.” "Smallpor Fp\rltmlc.""]ﬂmlc ic, '+ Drouth,”
“{framhopper Plague," et

Repardlen of the methods of
agree that Jomer Bigbeort lived o

arding hirfla among Osages, all

7 o eotarial an Ene halent por peried

ment doeumaents carrying bis

mgl Ihat when Osape interest

ersistently for eats fo win his point. He

s credited Yor helding wp. pesage ol the nletment bl 207 ot letet
n yea

P. M. Hamer. ChicF of the Divisian nf Reoference in the Nl

Blek Bever Oomgs Tand. M of the lettery ceseived in the
Indian office from the Osape Aency National Couneil in 1881 and
1853, Prinipa] Chiet of the Nation 1 1804, Coneil Secretary ia 1699,
i Treuurrr in 1900, earry his signsture

w out papers for James Bigheart, nt the olose of the
ol W-r‘ lhmv Thil e wag twonty-five yonrs old when he enlisted
% a privale in Company 1 of the 9th Repiment, Kansan Voluntesr
—
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et g ol
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o buve e e Eaed o the n.ns.- il where | e manered imersin and
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eermined Nk o0 the pust uf the Cue
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L Ohromioles of OkFahama

Cavalry et Tola, Kensas Januery 13, 1852 He was |
charged, 83 o first lieutenant, March 22, 1865, Ly
firearrms at the end of the Civil War by no means cided fighting for
the young Indian destined to beeome a eontrolling factor of his
tnbe for the next Jour decades, Standing six fest tall, and speakivg

guepes Cvently, Rip Jim wea a Ligure to be handied lact-
Tully, & Cathatic camvert, equcated 5t the 61 Dsage Mission, carab.
Tished amang the Qasges in 1347 by Father Schosmnkers, Bighenrs
never returmed to the hllnhl

Bay 27, 1868, Digheart signed his first treaty. Reco
foet that. 6 Tndiin Gifice at Washinglon, T €. woe Hicling i
T o

nlnve for Lwohly tenla wn acre to the Lowvenworth, Lawrence &
Qualveston Railroad, he wught the advice of hia faithtul old icncher,
Father Bchotiimakers at, Osage Mimion. Bigheart followed the adwic
of Father Sclosnmukers and thus broadensd ﬂm] eolidificd e Toad
o wealth for the Ouages.

Father Schoenmakers in torn, warned oll Oaage chicfa and
protesta wern seat. to Sidney Clark, Representalive of the Southeast
Kontin Distriet in. Congrem. s s resalt Congra punved 4 Iuw
pronibitg sy Todian it Trom selling; fta Land, to 1y ofher than
the United Stel

July 1 1870 Congress passed an act providing for the ule vf the
o3 Reserve to the United States for $1.35 &
From this (‘und he Osnges bought a reservation in Mudian 'I'emusr: °

36, Chute Ruante, todlon Aflive, Cast dnd Teases, Yl T
sct dedines e boumerity of he &m on-
Bomte and hat purt of Koy Coioty ca af e e e i
iribe}, na followa:

SEIT SHACTED O TRE SENATE AND, HOUSE 0F REFRESENTATIAES
GF THE UNITER STATES GF AMERICA T CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. T

hian, and szt

3 1 apert [k and eonl
namely; Bounded o fhe_esat by the ninety-slxth merid 1
by the bonth line of the Cretk coumry and the maln channel of tha Mhnln l"‘!f
nd ca the s by the souih fine of the Sile ol Konsas: Frovlod, That ¢
eation an aforeaid rhall be mmde tbder the provisions <f anicle sisleso O'k
ueny rchmlae] af udu undmd and sixtyaic, mo far a1 fhe ok may
applieable therel
“fhie halance of the fund wrs plaesd in the treamury of the Unll!:’
Stntes 1p the ereclit of the Ousgen £ be paid to thew, wiTa intarcil
ne wrmities.

Ao interview with o, 1, late Cmaga Chic
gl Vg »1 Fasher St s 5 aputte 10 the Ot
tPrmans, Karusn 15380, pp.




Ohtef Jumee Bighaurd of tha Oragor 7

In 147l the Osages moved to Silver Lake mcar whet is now
Muetlesills, but leatued a year Iater Chat they were east of the
9ith wevidian aod in Cherokee Territory, so moved as neor the
center of their reserve a3 pamible and establisled their capital at
Pwhusls in 18721

Bigheart built 5 log eabin on the hill overlwking Bird Creek,
Jjust east of Mother Chouteau's Litlle village of tepees, and abou
tiftetn Taites woutheast of the Osige eapitall!

e becus principal chief of the Osagen in 1875, through an
uppointment by Lhe Pathuska Bund. When old *White Iair” died
Usaver took s plase. At b time of Besver a dests Lis agus wore
all tao youte ta assuie the esponsibilities involved, s the band
appoinied Bigheart chiel.1t

In Decembar of 1881 Jumes Bigheart's political drrams heoame
ceuilty, For years, s an outatanding linguist sptaking Poves, Sious,
Cheroliee, Ginge, Fronel, Englich, nd Latin, be worked 8 ah ind
tezpreter and clerk ut the agency offices !

There be bad watehed his people cede thousands of meres of
«aluable land for a smell amount <f money (hst mever reached the
Irultan owners; white traders swarmed the ageney on paywent duys
1o collect buge sums they claimed the Indisns owed them and
uwswlly maosged to take all the Indian's payment el carry ower
W Lualanee for collection on the next peyment day.

A number of early cilizens in Cushing, Oklaboms (Sue und Fox
veuttry) recall what wes standard procedure for portiers in the
hardware aod cuskel business. ‘The same casket wis used aa long
ws the box beld together for burial purposts at $50 per service. ** Some
Laxes were nsed 8 muny as 50 lunes at $50 per Irip lo the burinl
Friands. of the Son and Fox Indians, who burisd their dead om
lurles stretched high on poles.

The cosket was nsed to cercy the deed to the burinl gronnd than
setarned o stock ad when paymene day zollsd wrownd s man
snd his pertner were on hand with their claimp for caskets u enl-
igeic for same before the Indian wurvivors Teseived their puumm

il Foed Lockoot, S5, Mpry Field, Temy
dm.hm Fraukiin Hevsrd and the lite G ‘{ﬁ‘n
ws lond purchae in the India T .1 ot onieion ..ru..um.l
ety e Secreiars of the Iniesiac to the Chairmun
7, he Commition oo Ingien Allaon™ in “Appendi” e, £ o117, 2ad Seams

ity
" Carcomed by 1. Foansis Chmacs recends and by Macy Fldd, daughte.
= Fop e with e e Cuel Foed Loncou, St o asy P, e
Gvarge E, Tinker nzd Frasklle Reourd
4 Lan Bi t, Macgaret Spllmﬂb wriifen te
Pawheska

)
|h-m| g i tme 2ho s Anglored o (e Ounte hasany
iy o v scnen i s £ Conbing, Ohiaiona”




L Chrontcics of Chlokoma

Gritved and provoked with the manner in which his people merg
being swindled, Bigheart persuuded William Connor, & former school-
mele, 1o belp organize their tribe so that by staying together they
might get e resulls desired from Ure government st Washinglon.
Bigueart, felt that if the Uresident kuew of the lmxh abont the
egenta that the politieal wrinkles could be jroned out to ndvantage
nd saliafnetion of the Osages The twn aet lbont prmglndu:ng
and by 1881 bad bropght lbuut the organization of two p
parties, They encouniered much oppesition jon. bemuse their theory -m
1@ elect n new ehief every twa years by popular vote, wheren chisftain-
Ships lind always been banded down, Exem Tathar s son.

artien wweze organized; the Mized Bloods or
"rogressives (wo-called

opposi ). Bigheart helonged
ta Lha ”FulL BLM Plny ** and e s credned with huldmg up the
allgiment bill for mere than n deende ! The Qmape Nation was
divided intg five dislricts and each district wnt three members to
the Nationa] Couneil.

The National Couvention met a1 Pawhuske, drew wp a on-
stitation, and orgunized @ (ribal povernment patterned after oor
Federal ‘government. Bigheart sigued (heir Constitution es Presi-
d:m. of the Nationdl Goun

signems were Ne-lab-Ke-Ton-All; Wah- Kab

Clmf e Ak Saucy Cliet; Tuo.Waln.Cha-Hs, W

Fant:{ Clareinore Two-Giver; Tul) Clief ; Sa-Pah-Ke-Ab ; Dlack Dog;

Thomes Big Clisk; Ne-Kah-Wali-Shie- Ton-Kal; Josph Pawaee No-

Pal-8be; White Hair; Cprpisn Tayricn; Punl Akin; iutecpreter end
. M. Mutthews, Secrotacy.

The constitution provided for electiona the first Mondey im
Nevember, beginning the following year, 1852, an
theresiter, Two-lhirde of the council eould gverzule fhe ]lrmclpll
chief, and they Tust retarn & bill within Eive days, Sundays exvept
ocerwise it was considred pumed, Fiscal years were o run from
Detober 1 1o Beptember 50, The gualifiewticn of raligious belie was
4 prerequinite 1o ol fice-hoiding. g..,mm exeentive power reated it
ihe principal chief, wiio wan & b slecied by papuler vate of quefified
clestors on general election day, He must be » patnral born i
md 85 years old. Lle was to hold offiee for two years wilh a r-nry
per anoum, and was subjec? to impeachment by the gocnell
The \reaslbEr WaS to reseive tein pereent of all woneys passed through
lis
The first Qaage ?lm(mn wiis held in November of 1862, end each
distriet sent represen| 1o vola Gor ta choten cundidate. & lnrge
ballot bos, beneath & giant e, wan surzoundd by the eloctoms

i wih he Jue Mary Pl bt e Kutlom Comnes Wodwrrd
(danghier of Wm. Conzer} and 1be fale Crarge E. Tinker.




Obdar Jacies Tightard of tha O

Qne man stood on ona side hoidiog eolared strips of paper; o
solor it one band and anether color in che other Lund, Thote ol
cepresented the candidates. That in, if Bigheart's color waa red and
(he eleator wished 10 vute for Bigheart, b 1ok a ved strip from the
ballot keeper und dropped it jnto the ballst box. Tiose wishing te
voré for Bigheart's opponent took the otber color and dropped it
inte Lhe bor.  When all bud voted, if the electora bad nol nlready
toantod e voles as they wera dropped, they waited uniii the box
s opeued and the coloesd strips counted in the presence of wLW

Aaa polilician, wilh the feithfol sarictance of bis aus, motber
of Juli It calertained every Secretary of be In.
terior durivg e perlod 1881 to 10U, He was an extravagant eo-
Lertainer uad promoter sud gave many lirge wnd elaborate danees
and feusts, Even during bis last two years, although confined to
big bed, Iie connselied and teasted with bis Trieuds i his home, Indian
ghiefa Lrem other tribes oud boudo in bis ot tibe, lncluding Bilie
Smith, 1Le eduested and brillient Seneca chief from Cansds, en-
joyed the well kngwn lwsplta]ilj’ of James Bigheart. Railrosd
mughates came 1o his Tanch secking Tightof-way tircugh the Ossge

o,

T. N. Barnsdull, the world's first refiner, was & closs friend of
Bigheurt’s and Lhe lille lown of Barnsdall, Cklahoma cerried the
oame of Bigheart until 1916, efter Bigheart and Barasdall kad both
died.  Durssdall hed oamed the litilc seitloment on the leass he
secored from the Osage wribe for bis good iriend, Dighearc The
Foster brotbers owe their greal wealth to the bllnkel mineral lease
they seeured froan the Osuges wi
heert promoted an invei
1806 that weeded out all ineligible
Quaker Ludiun Ageat, who isisted 3o rewoving ougc children Erom
Curholic sehools to government schools. He o deomooririe end
biromed - led, but ellewed nobody te interfere wn.h the progress of
his tribe, With unlinvited energy, a determination (hat mever reeot-
aized defent, be fought long and hard for what the Osges o
Joying

1852 was 2 “red letter” year for Bigheart in olher wre That
was the year Lhe government began ratming catde tu e Osages,
Tlise vutrle were ook gifis, bul pert payment for their ceded lands
I\!nﬂlkx The governnent Lud proanised to Leach them 1o
waz a eeble ctep iu bt direction.

Cattle were drivep north from Texds to Gutheie and Pawhosks
*here thiey were delivered to family ireads in lou of three to five,
1 that time, all ( belonged to the tribe aud an Osage eould
bave 4l 1wt be jenved sod used. Enowing Uht his people did mot
Wanl t be troubled with the caro of Live siock and would sell for &

Interview with tbo late Grorgs £ Tinker.



L] Chronickes of Okianams

trinkat, Bigheart dote to buy up thos eatile before the white

mnd.lun Erom the bmderllnr.h could etrikse. Diding among his

& few dayn before the allotment, Bigheart oflsred cash for

l..ll:u- “allotted cale. Whon the big day arrived he took meveral

combays to Pewiuska and sent otbers to Guihrie to bup and drive
hm: the egttle other Csages did not eare to Lee)

From Lhis stzall heginhing with allotted cattle, Blghmt uily 1.,.
empire that spread oot Lnts the mercantile business in @ tuildi

aneh, & WAlEdatercat n Pawhuskn'a leuding drog stons, §
director of the Bank of Bartleaville and (e First Notioozl Bank of
Cleveland,  alockbolder in Lhe Ci 'm v Company of ol
buska, aud continucd o wanage bis ranch: Heeause he waa one
of the first to recoguize the poaslllllltu'x l'm grazing and fatiching
viock on the lush blue Btom grass thal. covered the reservation, Big.
Beart beoame the waalthisst pan of His ir be prior 16 the dissovery
ur e the reservation.”’ Hin rauch home wrs the center of all hin
jcien, Me knew that People nte mwore receptive to idens when
l.har stomechn are [ull. Consequently, he entertmined offen end
lavishly ac the ranch. Feasts, batbeeucs, mud danees were arranged
on g jew houry nolice, when guests arrived

1896 was ona af the busiest years of Bigheart's carecr. While
biding For tima un Lhe allotment Dill, Loying thet winerals beneath
the beservation wonld be proved me that Lis tribetiten ould bewwer
comprehend the ndvisability of bolding their lends in common, Big-
besst granted o 10 year blanket lrtse, wih renewal privileyes fo e
Fodter brothers of Independence, Kanses, cud Westexly, Rhode
Bland. The Indian Tertitory llluminating Oil Compeny was or-
ganized and blocke of leasta given stockbolders, Some tried 10
tmonopelize the land and bickerings led to bunkruptey, A Weaterly
bank went hroke (rying Lo stem the tide of manipulation. Finally,
by selling 50,000 névtn of leate For elougl cash (5 pay ouwtending
bills, the carporation wetlled down (0 business wnd began sctusl
davelopmant.

Bigheart Einally sccomplished 8 Federal investigation of the
inn. rolls in 1885 te ebmmlle those nol, entitled to Osuge
pwpmy Tights. In he early 1890', the wired bloods, known &3 the
Progreasive Parly,' hegun 2 movement, to seeure the division of
million end Belf scres of Uange Land mmong tribsl members, Refogest
from other tribes bad joived the Osages Iunsia Quring 80
immedietely folowing the Civil War and, enjoying Ossye hospilality,
stayed on.  Bigheart wanted all bul Ouseges eicieken feom 1l
He finally mucceeded and 1he names of those nol eutilled 1o OsE®
PPty

righta were climiuated in 1896

T Tovarviems with Mary Fiehd, Julls Loskowr (Jumes Bighearr osind. 1P
aks Gorge - Tinker, wbo otk as 4 conbor for Elgheart B o t3e.




Ohisf Jomes Hiphetri of tho Dacges L]
Tae Audruest B,

‘T full bloods, led by James Bightart, fonght the allotuent bilk

with 2il their powers, Hy Lecember of 1694, 1bey had reached a

pactidl RErCEmCUE anoug Tribkl Dieinbers, and in l*zlmwry oL 160

Highear! and Klack Liog were sent as uelegates for the * Full Blood

Larty," to fight the bill introdussl in Congress, at Washington, I C.

fedyt was given subseriptions were {aken from members of
ihe tribe to finance the delegates’ trip to Washington.

In the carly purt of 1304, » bill pro
of the Usage Hekervation and Ui pro raa funds
beisd in Lrust by the Uniled islvs way introduced in the Lonse of
epresentgtives hy Delegnm Jiird MeGuive. Thia bill provided that
pren ¢ of land, innlienable for twenly-tive yearn,
The surplus o was divided awong the members of the bribe, and
after satialying the SeeretRry of Interior tbat they were u])able
o manngiug heir swu aifBiTs, they were pecmitted o well the ame.
The trust bundg were apporiioned emong the Osages g drew interest
utile rermmel i toe. Uhited Seatos “reasury. . Thia mm.u' was ot

paid o il fuil dispoai il been orade of their surplus lands.
'I'lm »_Iwul Anud of $1,300,000 was preserved 4n A seperate fund in

Areasory. The Usage rally were hept open for three montls
i ‘parsage of fha Act Tor Oges ot ten includod, a0d an
opportuuily given to present proof wherever fraud waa ohirgsd B
onnection willl the enrullwent. A commismion o of mur Lad chorge
of the allotment work: one conunissiontr named by the president
servedd s Ure chmirmon ; one was numed by wLe tribe, ouc by the Osage
Caunvil, aiul one by the Laterisr Department.

ing for the allotment
bution of the

Uigheart, awire UAT white Jen wailed inpatiendy to seize aoy
Usage properly interests by isir weaus or foul, the moment ihey
weve |oiE Witliont Fedral govelwhent protection, was sull bitteriy
opuoses] 16 tle Allotweat Wil und shrewdly end persintently jought
Uy pugage. The Ossge délegales were kept too drunk io eonduct
busiiess wotil Iudisn Comanisvinez Jones took o band in the mattse

Mll\ b leotiire is mmhlﬂl W ihe Marel 3, 1904 imue of 1he Kiny-
ér Free Pross

“*JoNes LECTURES [NDLANG™
en Taig o Temperanse in Waedk.
» Juday Senool

 xaab ook Iike o 3
Im Bighenrt
% luettn Lo agres o1
o 2ot o mru nn umn: otr oo aus pecig helr irieal
Feation to: oy “ “" e ihe Erllme. To da9e ae Mep, L
s G1en Wp s WL 0t e M (U8 Sald Ehog wOLKL oM £0 43
foderataniag clandt Lt ut they bie snt v, Toies ranged ma Inctans
fruund ble Fdw aml give them A troperance ledure for 16 mlnmm He
&l them they were nctlng I ml-. o Eht iy T to get
90w3"to ynainess or e woula ship fhem tack home




m Dranicias of Qilahome

The sume cemspager ctreied ug arside congoring Bighsart's
porchase of $480 worth of valentines in Washington for mailing to
oHficials and persanal Erienda in tha Territary, .

Bigleart did not driuk to excess and old-timers believe be was
mreu playmg politics, astalliug for time by keeping hig uppvmm
e Lired & hriiliant young lswyer, John F. Palmer,
n.unned lum in Washington '‘lo keep hig finger on the gar
mental pulse. "’ Cudll Tis been given Dalmar for gruch oF B}g\-
heart's work, The Usuge obiels returned to the ressrvalion beforg
reachiog wuy delinite devision cu ile bul, sod (b following election
Bigheart Wiy deteated by Progressive Cindiduts O-lo-ho-wal-la.

Iz 1606, when il Vill cume up before Congrem agein sxd
Bighcart leurnsd. that U-1o--a-0's delegutes plaustd 1o puss dh
autrschced i 1904 b ook Yol Loakout tlater Frineipal
Chiel ot L Unagem) with o Wosbingion and anstesded in
baving tha" ider s mzoduced (has wwace. al wmirals below
the sucface Iends (**top fiftoeh ol of the soll™") for the triba.

I3 Pebruary Chief O-do-bowalla and Assisiant Chisf Bacon
Rind, James Bigheart, Ne-Kal a5l -r.n.u.l. Bluck Tog, 7. T
Mouér, kreck Corndopger, 0. 8. Pradom, W, T, Lealy, Potar
Bigheart, J. F, 26 Troainhes selevtd by (ks ehef, pro-
e it ot m bill thut was passed an Aot of Gongreis, an

3 [y m 2ya
ecommtn by the tribe. It provided for a final rall Lo be citsed July,
3907, will: membership that tatuled 9,220, ' Kach enrolled member

ceived nboul 653 nevos at the s orines land aud $3,619 in cah out
of thy szibe] Teads in the Tee

In Merch 1908, while in \V;uhmvum Bigheart suffersd 8
utroke of paralysis frow which he uever xnﬂy recovered, Hu con-
tinued to enteriain end counsel with reen from bip bed, but
died just thres monus prior o e tribe's Erat payment under the
Auuumnt Bill. Consensus in Owge Couatry it um mlnbb’
0o ludisn ever uunye:l e comlienen o T government of
Chief Bigheart, He way consulled by Seerstary Hitrieoek on .u
important mlllers pertaining 1o Ossge Lodien affairs, and it is waid
L otk Secretary Elitcheork sod bis wife were regular visitorn 61
Bigheare's bedside while Le lay ek in Washingtoy.¥

Jhile operating @ dcug store in Paviusts be as md sied bf
the Feleral Graod Jury for bringing intoxieating liguor into
reservation. The April 35, 1390 iaste nf The Finila ¢ eau,uam wrld
the Following stary Of liis mrcest:

31 Bwn b pald dh Bigheart wss Die anly bodian eoer guaied 4 e
bring whiskey Ino the sewarvation and that ik srivilsce vap panied to HE
e Socreiry ol e Tnseria—“The Bighean Civeicle” foe Osiobos 3, 190




OhGT James Digheart of Ine Giagad £

T Y 8 Crend Juo Pn—lmm adlcted ex-o

Fliia incident esused Secretary of the Interier Hiteheoek by imue n
license to Jausta Bigheart,

On & shady knoll beside Bird Creek, that ows through the old
posstcrd. Tames ighest 1rats awsong bia family and pespls whom
Lo boried in the Esmuily plot When mobtely elia wemed fo eare for
themy, Althaugh Oklahomy Stete Highmay # 1 ave borders bis
family plot, Fow travelers give it more than & pussing glases hecanse
it Juoks o dilferent from any other Family ceaetery in that soction
of U wrntry. altbough Mary Fisi, igheart's sliem surviving
daghter, pleaded with the Donge Counieil for penrs 1o pluee @ bis-
torieal m ut ler father’s grave it is still Lomarked, except for
e arze stoue I ebildzan eroeted

“Pig Jim" expacted notbing in return for bis work duriog his
Lifetime; he knew wiat he wanted for bis people as & whule and did
o1 stop wntil be bad sezomplished this,  Slowly, siep
e prowoted a wrilten eonalilytion [nw the Qsage nation, then o
ized two politival parties ameog the Osages, enmnnged sebockin
for their children svd finally wll!n all odds wery
wuccemled in sceuring biy rider elauss to the Aﬂotmmnt Blu ﬂul. pra-
served all miners) riglts for the Osage petple ag & tribe.

He lived u full life of seventy yearn and atw wany of his drears
folfilled, and although ne bistorical merker may ever point out bin
grave, tlic mun who led & mistreated, starving tribe of Indiats plagued
by disrases, Jim Higheart in -ppmm today, four end one-helf
decades uiter his death, far more than duoring his vwn lifetime. Ha
led thesn out of the darkness of illiteracy, and smeag bia people ha
may well be refered to as the *' Joshua of the Omges.

APFENDIE 4
uring rhirteen seura of weeting bt laee Mary Pleid.
dieny umu.mer o Biheare, s eies of (ale aetios et and wa Eraclonaly
sl uuembera uf (b Osagn, the Chervket o the Dhovaw nstlond,

G Geaot” rema ‘o Mistonrt ‘Dilobuts, whoie. rescarch

et tiona Lo every reader of Ui rosin, KIS DI, ou Bouros
w bla wvn that tod watarla

Tinsblas, ¢ Headnai oF Chrctan 00 Clcasaer bietiizns, 8ud
¢ race Joding artfaccs, oaned mags Sad boeks Le ko ot

b vl v ihe labs Willam W, Oraees, publisies ead writer of

Kuteom, wha w-clun-‘: arch te Gld Okige Miaslon Sl

b Sk oy ot Tos BUEICD l(l'ndum there. When Lir. Grawm
=5 +lalily yenes oid s Moy A1, nm, bundred menu. Béigabork, sod
C-%ockers ymiberod tn [he Gt Fran e Crmoaam i B Poul, Kacass



s Chronioies of Dklahoma

(forwerly Omage Misalon) te honor bim. Father Brendon Mclouncl of Bt
Paut spoke, vaul bites, Hrming, Oklabume, present Ghlof of 1ho Unace Lite,
presan; 3 ves with o feathered hoaddoess, token ur oureTy mem.
:,.r Ta ebe trilw nug mugwed Bio: ~The Aan of e Jayr Mo lberaraqn
rull Dindiup d un Iovln.l Diuvceswe of Lok Cailalle Clurch
preted ko lug Sl ugoiutimoa, b Tope Fan Y11
e )Lnluu "ur Bt qum 1 iy xm: Grates disd, Bler e complétiog

. publication of the oxeund volume of bin Kensho Lounty Hisors, hiy
rteentn pumum bodk

T 1at Leolioul, chlef uf the Danyen Tur Lwenty-elgbl venty,

seac Ead Ohocked (o6 ADRKHIDL 210 Wik his aHIe 1 DBred o

of Memorial Day uf 1 (o discusalon of

K2 BIROTY reviewed [0 Wit Anvscelpt He alennied porung of the
dded_valuable infurmntion about tie Bigheart

wife, Taiis, whe aled ewin ntter Loz husland

death, was n perond cously of Janrs Bigheur

ey Diacee fucalihed (ntormation gatheced foum h [odinn azenves
In Wasbingtsu, Lb. C. "The luie George B. Tinker, father ol
Genrral Gutrenice Tuiker, fawous seldier loat Iy e Daste ot muu;, s
alwezs ready lo remiulece over a tllll nr hot ﬂ"\ or u ginsy Dear,
recaliog e dazs wbea be, b i Sarars ighenry’s. Bok
pullb‘ Az, Tiuker had wilvoded Ihl: 4!|»d Umls l(lv-llm weboul, sod et cae
o “poacked Catiy? 2or Jamen Tigbearl, 11 Tiah uperlureatins o
the Cspe Aguncy nl W h cantellivbenl Informiling coucenub
Meodnis vesine e

APPENDIX B
Mary Field stated that ber father wos the ficst Omge Indino to bucy @
member of bis immediate family fu the ground wnd ux & Catholic.
Regls ot U ST FTaucis chuol, B Faw, Kauiao revect sntrics b
12, 1578, tha undersigned Lurled the corpt
Lig Heart from [g 11, some 26 seara

Jbid, Buisr date ot Juie 2. W0: “The wueralAl buried James
Blgheart, aged B yeara—slgued 4. Hard 2

Julla Loskout coufirsied Ehemt ¢otrlen wud aull Uy wers daughter
o of diw iphrare who Gied desing un cPulmy that owas o6

Tesords ol e . Fraucly Glerch, Bk & g 14, Puul Muny Pouziglioaty
8. 3. Bigned the folinrlag eater ; 1530, tha undersigasd lapclest
Josephine, Bbeur Varsy montbe i o ot Coowk, Eange” Hesertaths:
daagiter of Jagee Big Heart wad Rielln D Hoars, both Onagus, Spuokr
Marle Lonlss Chouten

10ia, p. 1, Duil 3. Puriglous, S T, tited, “Oetaber 22, 1835, WE
Anersigied LA[IASD SULIUIY LATY MOgUDiene, a3out one year and & bl
wld, daughier of James Big lieart and of Hunpeabauce {both Uskkes).
Thiid e Dot o8 T Creok, ChOUIAZU BECSBONE, BirpmraThe BN
-m‘l Marls Loim Lnunlﬂ\l. sn mmmg Inthe Usige Natton The ekl
48 DApHISe 1) MudEoRes, O rion, where 1ber bagpeacd lo bé 0
Ing and Bere Tound"




