Chronicles of Okiskoma

EARLY DAYS IN MEERS
By Iva Witliome Aifent

1 bave been asked o tell the story of etly daye at Meary, | 3
mou feel that T aug eapable of writing biseors, bu 1 bl wite M
of tie momories I clierish of the life 1 Jmew there; of the friengg |
ke andt loved wlo lisve gane, s0ons of hem 1 the Land Eromy which
N0 (raveler roturn, others to fur plsces, and 1 kNow Lhem uo mone

In the pummer of 1301, thousnds of people crme indg 4y
Gamanche Kiowa-Wishita Reservation in Oklahoms Territory, sesyy
ing Domes. *‘Uncle Sam" wag giviog away land, end we

be anong those who were forlunate in getting 180 acres cach, of
that free land. Of coucse, there wag rmL ensugh land for every! hody
who ssked for it.

Mauny of the strangers bought lots in the new tewns of Lewion
Heitart, Anadarka and sade Ui bomes there.  OF fhe dtppormtel
ones, eome drifted to the Wichita Mountains, Jured by the tales of
vahiable ninerals behieved to be hidden in thess rocks,

0 August 5, 1901, George W. Horto and family aamped by
the big spring just north of Mt, Sheridan. The William beDanid
family wero aeady Iving in o Tl cabin thers g0, the aprin won
became known as the McDaodel Spring, zed I beliave it still bears that
nome. Thess wero prn'hahly e ottt o ot et
becarne Meern Mining

The historien wenld wu of the rapid increasa in the number of
people who gathered there; of the sxcitement of all, when oge would
get 4 promiaing relurn on & picee of ore sent to sime myur
we did get enmmmng keports from difforent sspayers; and peopk
vrurked |rl Dop oneyed men from otber pla ot < m Tooked

d wera m..v.md and investsd money to ke work

gmng OF courss, when, two or three years luter, the Umled e

Goverthment evul. n geologist, & Mr. Bain, to search oyt. the Jand,

ke reparted o worth-while mizerals in the Withitas,”” hopss

hlngted and pwple Arifted awny. And yel Joowm bt that the

time razy come when m-nml in pny\ng qn-m ies will ba fonnd fhere.
and those eatly essayers wil ied.

The historisn wonld ull .:r a:s Minnie Ta Mining Prowes!
where 5. P. Iz, beeked by Kansss City men, went dzep inte #
Willlams Allen hers ﬁmhunmm‘hn{mﬂdmﬂnﬁuﬂm“‘w‘s
natth a\f lh ‘Wichita Mountana, in Comanthe County, Oklahome. ~She w

o W, Allen in 1906, They raared thelr (lnllv apd eoatipusd to Ilva ll,
|n||.| mr Thair laar nvuu chlldren are Tloqe (M. Flasd Stan, Meers ""!1
In. Roy W. Birthe, Californial ; o Bitorie
Al\u o‘ Smllm and BIIJ Wil of Hambome.—Ed.
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bhow they inatalled machinery snd coutinued
d g,.,g iy gald ha would el Dow the Tndisn Agent and Indian
olice e6me irom Anaderke gt a time when Mr. Iea was away, and
nw.m red their intention of destroying the machinery becanss the
|.,,d Lelonged te an Indinn, and they said no man had the right to
mia there. He would tell how the mincrs met them, guns o hands,
aud told them the machinery should not be destroyed; they eaid
therr. were #o0rrs where the righta of 1he Indiang and the mirers
o determined. The Agent bad tha good jodgment to go
g. g the mAchinery intact and uo blood was shed, Thers
Jane prospect whm W. 0. Allen end Iowa friends,
lept @ crew of men digging day and bight, until they too, wers
well down in the sazlh; he ouid 121l oF the deap hola where Dr.
Salom Hardin's sommaty boped to find wealth, and many uthers
some of them vary promising.

By memorieo of the history of mining operations ae dim. I
koew little of mining lawn and of minees* rights, I remember mneh
more dlearly, the sovial le of Meers, the friends 1 knew, the kind-

shown 16 tao and the fun we had.

Wihen Sam Remer pot in u smell smelter at his procpeat, ell
the men of the camp were go excited, but I zewember more clearly
the iucident when be sent little Sam, 'is 01, on & [2
some cynnide potassium from & el hbor. Now eystide ia o dendly
poison, and, &5 linle Sam was retorning home, the cyenide in & Back
bacgrag Zrom the adale hor, o showst came up. The fuis vusbed
the poisen down ot the donkey's shoulder, and to ease the burn, the
aniioal gnawed i, s0d dropped i o et et by the
roadside with saddle, bridle, nack of wet. ayanids, aud & desd donkey.

Dhwring the Lmn part of 1501 and jote 1902, meny feople
shtne into the Wi and camped at the foot of "Bn'hy Sheridan’’
inside the Forest Reserontion Tt Curip continned to grow, ontil
lata in 1502 when the U, 8. Govsrmment erdered them ont of the
Reservation, A few families hud comped between Medicina Croek
20d Btu. e Cresk, bnd late in 1902 thaflm:lm moved fram
the fon Baby Sheridan” sod wnped at that, pllm‘ -mu- M
uedmm.- Creek, though there was mo bridge there at that tim
Whila in the Reservation, A. L. Kirk and Ed Compton bed put up
Iittle stores and had sold groceriea. Aftar moving, Mr. Kitk eon.
titrued 0 Leep & store, and & poet office was established thero and
e the name of Meers, Up to thal time, Me had no post office
other than M. Seott, seversl miles away. Hanry Thurmend's teen-
;x won, Ins, carried the mail from Mt, Seatt Poat Offics on &

g, mukmgunmp twite n week Mra Avma Eirk becams the

il Ty ...-.ha mother disd &t Marlow, my father, T. Moors
“Diveoe, cuy vister, Temts s 1 oazme 1o the Withitas in May, 1902,
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Wa pitehed our tent in the area betwzen the iwo srecks.

M. G W. Horne and family, Corl Rosson's family, nu Een.-,
Thurman’s aod the Qurrett Thurmen's famrilies were already campe}
there at thet tume.

We lind lots of rain that spring, aod on eno ootasion, Pather
mnt lw Marlow, expecting fo return shortly; the rains eame go
‘1he erosk rose 6o high, he could not gor LAk, and we gonly
not get back, for wa could not croas the crecks.  TWe fiva familjm
ran low on groeeries; we bormwml Trom each other until we wepg
all uckmg nceessary things. AS soon os the crecks Tan down g
lo, Beorge Horne said he would go to u.a sore Sinters, Tds,
and I had becn kept inside by the r. such & lon
wimtadl by get ouk. With George un "Tia on toe wnEoD Stal.
eazia and T in chaits, and a trb i the magon to bring the Frcoeg
in we went to the zmn and then te Mt Scett for the mail. We
romed the Creekn five limes that afterncon, and st sach eromsing
the waler m. into the wagon bed from two te seven inches. That
wes joy-riding in 1002,

There meze mmany wild unimals dn the bill at that eurly date
moyntain liong, bears, and others. There was n reope of prairie
woathenst of 1t, Sheridnn where now n the Beantifl cedar g,
and serub trees nearer the momntaine, Often there were horees
staked cut on that prairie. One duy e man came, drising & mars,
with 8 yonng eolt following, In the cvening thers wag 4 commotion
ariong the hotses and several men rwn SuT, oaly 10 n v
the colt away %6 & tat carries a rat. Defore noyone could brin
gon, the Tom ditippeared ints the Tonber tcwandl Hoosevelt Hountain.

e often saw eoyotes, and onvs I 83w & hig wolf. Garrett Thur-
man bed (rapped him and then brought lira home as he wanted 1o
tran bis poung hounds. The dogs hilled him. BMany people mathersd
to wateh he fight.

‘The thres Teagne brothers went hunting ons night. They foand
two wild kittens, Whew they caught tha kittens they alao bad the
tmother cat on their bands, and ehe was net emsily dnrned logss, The
threo by hmnghl hame the three wild catn alive. Later v-h:f
5ol them to & saloon keeper at Lawton. knd mioneecs of Lasrtan &
wember u::ms them in the windews of the saloem.

And there wers the “'Biff Bulgert” Onez a gullib
bird sckiag fhe lecal tegs abart the couty, end what aximal ‘w';

They named geveral, and then Lomn Baker said, '*AR

Heopiir Balgsrs.’ "' The stzanger asked, **What is a Biff Bulnﬁ'!’

Bc bed never hecrd of that ummlll Ly'un told him it was & med“éw
animal.  ““He has two short logs on fhe left side, and uz'

lon; cnes on the right side. Alware be walks with the short

on the higher eide of the puth. e bas 4 flat ol with wh-;l
rown rocks—hin only method of defense!” The people of
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meny a hearty Laugh over Imm ‘@ Zabulons suimal and for long
dmmrd when anyune beard » fetched story, it wes calied
“tjust o Biff B

Julr 4, wuz we bad u picnic near ﬂ.le foot of "awy Sheriden.”
A brosh arbor bad been extered there wrere there to
smake patriotic specthes, and ta talk e h sy luen ot Snierested
The piople AL that e peopla ull over the United Statea wore
poeotuitig fatercsted in Labor Unions, thorefore the spenkers apoke
Long, wud ceracstly on that subjeet Prople knew that in the citica
Labor %8 organized but little intercst bud been mamifested in the
rursl distriots. Some of the speakeru were goite sloquent, and esuld
hoid th interest of tle Lateners wilh their oratory.

A beef, of maybe \wo, bad been barbeeued, and at moon we
spread ur tableeloths on the ground uud put out ont bread, pica,
ks, salads, snd pickles aud with gouerous helpings of the barbeeus,
we really fensted. After noon tithe wak a bascholl game plmd W
the caip bays; thers were races for [at mucn, the graased pig rack,
Liere e bay who caught and held the pig wan given the anima? and
ran, o siumbled slong toward & given goal, the to Tensive &
amall prize, There won g platform where there way 0
musie funished by Joanl fiddlers, Some of the bays rode bueking
nclios for the entertainment of thase who enjoyed that form of
sport.

Usmazehe Couaty was s ner, (haze were 1o shor) havsen, 10
L-]mmlws. but, we felt. the need of a 5 uur Sehool. So in thet month

of July there was another arbor built. It wes mbout helf-way De-
tween (he Lwo eumps, Just south of Medicine Oreek, and » Sundoy
School was oruiized. G. W. Horno wes elected superintendent,
nd Miss Moud Robins was chosen secretary. 1 do ot remember
amy ather officers mor whe were the (eachers, except that I tanght
the bops and girls of the early teco-age.

Io Augast, the Comanche Counly Sunday School Aweriatioz
beld their fixst convention and picnie at the Foot of *' Baby Bheridal
Comanche Counly was o large county that time, und Sendey School
Wackers enme from aviry part of it Sesres of prople coima b wagons
ad buggicu br. e mmpmg outfits prepared to stay the entire
Hwe of orninga there was & Hunrife prayst
esting on Shendln ¥ whea ssrnest men and women
et g wpek Goda b]!wmp on the aclivities of the duy, and to sbjoy
e glorius gunvise. Later in the moroings was wisen ovar to
Wielicing ang elimbing mowntaips, fishing and biking Aftornoons
ere devoted to Sunday Behool matlers end mghtz we had aong
“tries aud sormons, TLerd was en organ there, and we had some
g‘l‘:d singera, We heard foie inSpiring sermons mx learned how

“r peple ware meeting the problems that faced ws in trying te
0y on & Bunday Sehool in ¢hin new Jand, After the last sermon




m Chroulslar of (Rdahomn

bad ‘uem glven, 1he lagt discussions finished on Bundsy might, i
the qong: ion formed @ eircle bolding hnndn, and we l.l.ng “'Blaq
Be Lhe ‘I'm thlt Binde.”" We sasid ew Iriendg
e of whom wrc oue friends ret oud wo ]wmd " fecting T T~
had atzendd on of the moat inapizing meetiign e bud sver nvwy,
We carried on our Sunday fchool with renewed courage and ideas,
reclizing that many others were meeting the asme conditions tyal
we wero feving.
1 believe that o Mr Fuell, Lawton, was president of the s
ion and that Mr, Stohblefisld wes cecretary. 1 do not n.
membor the name of the romn - who played the organ, zor the nam
o the preashers who poke to G, 1n the summers of 1903 nng Tong
tha Spoday School eonvention w“ sl held ot thet piace, and werq
very inapiring,

Mecr: bud & mewspaper, the MY, Bheriden Hiner, Frack Da
editor, thut began publication in Oetober 1903. It waz o wukly.
but dnrlllg the Sunday School convention of 1904, Mr. Davis printed
a daily edition for Fres distribalion ameng the visitors. The Doy
wua discontinued after the convention was over. The Weekly waa
pnlnhuhzd for kome time,

F. A. Brown, s Comberland Presbyterian preacher from
erlww, beld a serics of meetings under the brash arbor thet sum-
mer, and organized a church of ihat denominstion, the Firat chorel
at Meers, and tho only ons for seme time. In October, the weather be-
chma 106 bad for un to contimue meeting ubder their arbor and the
Bunday School was moved into aur honsa whers we continned 1o mest
for tha next zeven monthg

Uncle Doonell Stoskion wes paster of the newly organised
chureh, and be preached onee o month st our honse, Every Sondey
afternoon or wight there wonld be mngmg u nur place. We had
meny impromplu gatherings und ¢ Chriatmas time
g Tt e ik v Yoo, ot waa 16 fort
sguare and & lean-to of about m Ily 16 rm, na well 33 o tent. In
fh Targer room, e bad tmo beds, druse sowing moebite
heating etove, book case and stand ll'hla. ]n uu smaller To0m WE
bad = ful iz be, » eof, n ctand which was made of the stwp of
a tree, left tanding, and the room built aronad s beating sto?

nod 6 trunk,  We pooked wnd wte in the tent, and we often had
ra e romssezs, O Chistans Eve e took the bu:- wwt e arge
zoom and put them outvide, placed the bedding in the tent. [+
we wanted (0 put the bads up after the people were ma
been rained upon and wars coversd with ice. Tha bedy ®
the floor that night

Aiter taking cut everything in the room that we eonld &
of, wo put the orgen in the cormer and lecving harely ensoh
Zor the singers e pet 1ha tred in front of it. The reat of e

%‘i@

i
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waa fillsd wich planks Isid ou bocks af wood, for seats, end thay
ere il filled, ~ Al standing epsce in both oot wes tahen np.
Wa bad & short progrem and (be gilts wers distribated. - Everyhody
o ruit aud candy and the ohildres st otber ity There wen
& drinking, no rude conduct, nor misbehavior, end we know
T ia arat, crowied quartim poorle ean relebrate the birth ]
1he Christ Clild and can mssociata happily togeds

At Easter time we wlea bed @ aice little program. We had n
pu:lure made that dey, and we can souzt £ifcy-five men, women and
hildron who were present et thal lims

Ju 1902, Mre. Brnis and Mra. ngmgm came out. from Lawion
and orgnised Women's Christien Temparance Unien which we car-
ried on in Tegular weetings for two or three years. We also gave
Irequent. Darties. that the yonng people of Meern might have good,
cledn cntertutnment. There were so very meny buys n the com|
who twcd alone or :hmd Tiving wilh oper bors aad they needed
st

Tnefusl.wnclnlmg at Mem wah in Augual, 1sm Tesas Hodge and
Josie Walker wers marcied at Carl tent. Mra. Kiozson
as o nister of the brida mw of the Eump&ls abtendod the wedding

Mrs, Roason, earved zafrashments to the guesta. lke bad @ teut
Turnisled and waiting to receive his brige,  Mr. wnd Hodge
lived topother for meny years. They had Four children, Tke died at
some piace in Tezas 1 believe,

In 1803 or 1904, theve wan another Wedding #hon Ida Eeck be-
¢ame ¢ bride of Tom Thurman, They were married at the home
of the bride's father, Wilson Keok. Moot of Ihu people in llm ey
were there, That night we serenaded the nawly.w
it turned ite a “d-uvsu " and the bops mllad for a h-eat Tnm
joemerad that be lied not prepered Enything for a trest, but mid

golog to Lawton the next day and would bring ou peme-

“-ns He did bring the treat, and that night & lergs number of

“'-'ﬂlﬂphuyngotdmnkm‘l' whiskey, That wes the snly
me, [ beliave, when Meers kad a *'big drunk.

Tu the Funmer o £ail of 1909, & echool house wan built in our
ih %, but it man s far from our arp that we contioued to bold
,‘aﬁwdnr Subool and otber meetings in cur house, end in May,
r Sﬂle camp bought & big tent and pub it acrew the ravine from
Wo poist wud Sunday School and ohurch servioes were bald there.
pd #d tie cnly grgan in the camp. and uiler the Sunday Sehiool
un g2tved frum onr hose, thb hoys of the samp world come over
argmy ﬂﬂuy torning and, leaving me high_ wp uf 1ha old parlor
M“ wine, they sarried it asvis Lhe ravine to belp out with

%ﬂ:,mw school house (Gordon school, loated whake Meers
8 vow) was finighed in time for school the winter of



= Chronicles of Okizkoma

180303 Mra. Kirk was the teucher. The next year Mra. Edwarg,
wits of Dr. Edwacds, taughl. The sthool honse stoad oevere) e
and after il was burned & new houxe was built nearer ig

Hirk's Lynn Laught e first terin in ke gew b"ﬂd\n.
That old acnool oae s st standing but is used only a3 g gy
munity meetivg place.

The first death ot Beers occurred in Juue, 1903 1 forger gy,
3 bad

e of tha woman who died very suddenly omo mﬂrmng Meerg
na cemstery and alter cousultulion, the husband ond oiber e
of the aamp decided to bury her oo a Lill near Meers (H.E, 3, of
Ser, 83, £ N. sod 18 W.). This was gublic buikling land, tnd b
langed to the State. A request. was made lo the Stafe that B womll
plat of that Jand be given o Bleers for w cometery, Tho renuest
wes refuged, red later land way secnced just enst of Clordon sehop)

, but oot uctil goother grwve wiu made beside ke firat oge.
Tt wen made for @ ting buby, infant of Mr. and Mrs, Tiurmen,

Posibly tho fios birth i Blores wes the son of . wnd R,
Otr. They gava him the neme of Lobert, He waa hory
in Snpumm 1503,

We bad & study club in Meers, **The Pure Eoglish Club,” and
we attempted to improve our lan . 1 was named president
of the group. Some of the other menibers wero lara Dedker, later
Bz, Vilian Fartain, Lindsay, uow deeepsed ; Wallnoe Stoekton, zow
of Oklahonik City; Dr. aud Bifs. ¥ A. Siatbask, . D, Allen
lub meant much to some of us,

After we hed the big tent, we organised s Literary Society.
Almost everyone in the camp, as well a3 mony of the farmer fumiies
around (hece ultended e Saturday uight meetings, and both old
and Foung WoK part in makisg the progrius interesting. We had
eongs, readings, question box with unswers, debales, dmu-smmn, of
ihany 10pics of iuterest ty the prople of thut duy. e lad
Filled with interesting bils of news, sud mauy jokes. Wo had 1;:'::'

ar progrem, explaining thet o8 we were such strangers, we did 1ct
hmr who might give us something. We gui pleasant responses in
ingtanees.

The Liternry fociety of Cache beeame our friends, and e B
changed visim, We have cne very nahappy memory of tie CA
peaples’ vigit, They came ene night oud they brought alos nz“
cake to'be eaten a they went home. They carefully cu--mmp‘
in the wagom, so no dow vould get ut it, nor eaybody slse W"C‘m,
prowlers. Wi, the cuke was stolen, tuch 10 our humalintios. 900
peopts had an dea wha wers the guilty bys, sud altbongh [t
10 way of proving their convietions, they must emphatically gave PEF
boya to understand thet o such thing oiust ever bappen 887
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ipat the goed name of Meers 33 an Honeaty Lo wbiding cemnp most,
and would be, upbeld. They spologized fo the Gacte paogle, sad
00 el the £EIabr, DUY i Tesly nded such things, b

Ta 1909 and 1904, times were hard aniong the people of Meers,
wnd thers camie (o be quits & bit of pitfering in the homes. It got
3o we could mot leave ont tents but some siall theft would oscur,
Uml]y ZroceTies werm taken, ally mere wEs & DAs meeling
and the men of the cunp ngreed that if, At any time, some thiel
el leaio 3 e thiy would fallow it o, and would prosecute
him. One night ®a returned to our tent to ace that someone had
ured four from our can into & small square box, gnd had let the
Jiour spill over, bed lifted the box, Iel\mg I.he print 'pllln]y mg
fieor, The nest day, twelva or more men came, s of
Yot oz om our Eioar, then Tollowed fle trates of flau um. hnd mlen
From the hos, unkil” they cama to the door of B certain map'y tent
a little Joter tha man as charged with peily larceny and brought
fo trisl.  Ho was not convicted bpt that ended that foyble in the
pren )

Some years later when we began lo grow nice gardens ulong
the higlways in that country, people on vacation got Lo stealing
+ora, Lowatoes and melous from oor gardens, Agein & mass meeling,
and & request for 8 pesed office in our disteith, Hebeet Hodge!
becamo constable, und whew peoplc knew that by were in teal
dingee of arvest, thay desisted.  One night seversl Yens wera {alma
frow our henbouss and six or eight from Mre. Kirka My fathor,
Mr. Kirk, and @. W. Horne followed them. They eame on fa the
boys who started to Tun each earryiog hens, George Horne was
oot County Judge at that time, aevvstomed to sifling in en offies
sll day, byt way ED active youog man aud be cane 56 nest the
they dropped ihe qix hena they were earrying, He stopped and
picked up the nnwly-k:lled bens. Mrs, Kirk resognized them sa

<rs, bot there were Do decp freevers where she <ould keep thom,

56 sha, the Hornes, and vur family cach bad two [at hens. The men
thett went uear Lo the home of the boye whum feorge thought be
lml regognized, and wnited. Long after midoight, those Lwo bays
wame along. Aceosted, the boys suid they had been hunting, George
wld them tat he could nok wwear thal be had sten them catlier that
€xening but if any more chickenz were stolen in the neighborbood in
be nenr foture, ha would swear that lie had followed Lo bays wha
@are dressed aa they were dressed unlil they had drapped the heus
ey carried. ~That ¢nded fba treuble for some tmo.

n woe af 1he people mentloned In this recollen
o B e e Tmn OFaboms whre oy
d werved s Councy Tudge ol Clevcland County.
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One evening Mr. McDepie), whe lived at ile foot of Mgy,
Bheridan, besrd @ ey for “Eelp’ from the top of tha Monntaiy
Of course the camp wos near the mounlain, and we knew thet many
people dnmbad it and there woe always @ poeannluy of mh_ “
smake bifes, or other lmldeu!x Mr. Teague mmd W.
climbed the mountain thet nighv, It vas dnrk &ud Ui i ui N!w
90 hard to keep lenterns ahgm We had ¢ Oeshlighls in thess
dsys, 80 they cuched their lanterns aud mendetl m the aanm,
They Teachen, the top and <alled. No answer. They passed along
the entite length of the mountain, and lo "Blhr Sheridam, " m
cowd find no wne. The pext du’ some of the rom
vigited the camp of some GLIABEeTs Who were vacationidg in m
mounteiza sod they laughingly told of the fun Vhey hud on the
mountain the precoding eveming. They said they had talled for
help, rl Ihcy wondered §f anybody hid gone up the meuntsin s
[Py thew. The Jocal boye told S r.he peoph! of Mears
were w].lhng ta belp anybody who nocded U ielp, duy or Dight,
Tt that they did not appreciate Luving thoir mt)l visk their lives
by climbing Lhe muantain o the dark to give fun far (he boye. The
~isiting boys took tha Lint and 1afr,

In the days of Camp Meers, we did mot lave aooes 0w
grosery atore wherc we could buy fresh vegetables ot ety time during
1he winter a8 we Mow liave, and When spriug came we were 5o glad to
get fresh, nem greens, peas, beans, and olhier [resh vegetablos. Be-
fore the gurdens emac on Wild greens eonld be found along e
creeks and in the woods, e0 wa womcn hud grest times, ond lota of
fan on our cxpeditions of fpthesing wild preec Thers were eny
kinde of them: dandelion, lambs g . Boke-wsed, saur dock, wild
luttuca and others Oh, yes, we e wluch weedn to galhey, and
preciated them, too.  We slao had other fain
that, are nat wied in these days, The wild pie.melon mukes o
pie when other fruils ace seerce. There wes a tree that grew peAr
h mude 8 tea that was o guod substitate for
green tea tat wo sesuetimes bonghl at the siore. T have {ongotten
the name of the tree, snd du not kmow it at ell now. Filiy years ia
Jong time to Temeryher guch 1binga.

In 1904 Mre G. W. Horna bomght u croguet set for her oW
family, She told the boys of he camp that if they wonld mnke v
groond rendy, everybody might use the st AL that year
Tost e youug people e exoguet partics and. Tots of T sevm'
pliyers hecame slmast unbeatable 6t the game.

I think it was 1904 or pessibly 1905 when the bridge waa built
sero Madioine Oteck st Meerw. 05, bow plad ws st ta heve ith
For 6o long wa had forded the creek, and in the rainy season wé oftel
simld ok erom it for days at @ time,

Iu 1905 when the Larrible torodo nearly dastroyed the fowa of
Bryder, some of our peopls want thers and heiped Lhosa Biricket
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lﬂ"l’l" very way they conld, with money end with ervices.
ctflen that wees eareied by the wind £rom tha ara ®e
Mpﬂd at heern,
Ic 1508, & ternado strock Mears  Mre Decker's bouse M, and
other housea southeast of ere but [ do not (uink sny Jiv wesa
& terrible bail storm accompanied the tornads, decidelly tha
worst bLail elorm I have ever known Tlu Iml killed orghars trees,
and even imany forest tresa, ¢trops werg baten to
the grovad. Mr. Gorden kad ::gln hend o eatta valea by betming.

I bave mever seen o yuany beautiful wild flowers anr place
n were blouming eround Meers in 190204, Through the s the
Tawess bad bleomed in profusion unmclested hy people, ul 28
nimels wnd Tepriles had lived there, and raised their pows pro-
eoting thew only from other animals aud reptles thvgr mtural
emies,

I Ive zot meationsd the other businessea thet were estilished
ut Mewrs, but there were serers] otores besides the Mirk aweery.
Nr, Coulpton did Tok eaTry on af <amap was moved awaf from
the Reservalion, but AT Teagun g e Bryun kept grectios.
#r, Frauk Davis and Dir. Starbuck had a drug store. Mv. '
and his sister, Miss Temie, later Ll 8 elock of gro
buiding st s heused the dvug stors. Thers Waa u mie, el
though we usnally called sll cuting Louses “restaurunts,”’ & the
wrd *cafe’ hgd not, yet come into geveral ysage. “There win &
conlectionary whers we could get jes erenm und cold drinks.

Doe uight four angry bulls met i the large camp [or cattle
vare Tunning frea ll through the tountry at thal tine, Tbe buls
bellowed and pewed mml almost, everybody was out watchizg, lest
the angry animels Fghting would wreck (he place ml injura people.
duhe Liverstt finally esme out of bis tent armed wi anoter,

after & few ghots into the air aud w.mderable yelling, dru"

s mimals awey. We mm]d #till hear thewn for sometime, belowing
1 they went aff to tha

There were few brldgu in Comenche County, even up % 1907,
and the mountain roads wera rongl., Although we hed beceme wo-
o Chlomied 1o seeing sutomobiles on tha etreels of Lawion, it Ya# in

® bermor of that poar that we fimt sdw a ¢AT out in od OND
fumunity, And even then, these first rourageous moiorisd Whe
;i-red alfeyt that, trip out into the wilds, ususlly had mire of
I;n trouble, Sum ines the water waz dmeper in the creels than

\hey bad thought, or they had failed to fake along satra guoline,
o 42d thore was no placs whero gasoline could be honght, SL<Dt
o Bme nan i mgm bappea to kave o fey gellons for b3 oM
=, One evening thive men vame to onf door asking for pi!

" bad & Title but n e baen el for Bome desning pwwe-




] Chrenicien of Qilakoma
It looled clear and, as it was Lhz)r only exmm they

their ear, For threa bours they st by sur lamp ..EIP“L it lnln
fixing" Ahogt m-amgm ey 4 arigety

latez heard vﬁy called some Lawton mwan 1o taks them jaie ™ 2
about duylight. ]

1 think b wan s 935 or & il Jater, that @ lephe
run out fe Meers. 1t was a par e couln fafy 1¢ e
nl our neiglibors without bomenng S Ctmal Misa Muud H«m

was telephone girl ok o way salien of Dr. Hurdin's houso | g
lieve the line came sut from

The Hiowa Indisas were living around Meers, snl (he Comancey,
were nof lon far wway. IL was oniy 20 or 20 years sinee thes
[ndiens had surrendered and wers nt peues with the United 5
Government, u.my then living had heen on thc wespalt end ou
oTse stealing ra uangh Farker, Dunting Hotue, I-SeeC, m
erally known ap Tuh-Bmm Mah gr Tarbone, and sthers wm
and were interested in whatever affested the lives of their p

Gerenimo and his Apaches hed been at Fort Sill ealy nhm“, u.m
yeers. They were prisoners of war and they lived st Apacle village
& short distance narthwest. of the Fort. They were uot given freadom
until after Geronimo's death in 1507,

The first Kiowa Indian thot was ordmined 1o preach in the
Meaihodist ghurch preached at the Blt. Scott Mission, end we some-
%imes attended the sarvice Uiare, Ha prndm in the Kiona language
end 8 young Indian interpreted his sermon, so we coold follow i

Thers was a Baptist Mission at Seddle Mount: n, Mll 1 de wot, mv-
member that I ever went there, Few ludi Rglan bad
learned the Engiishi laoguage well cunglh te mry o

tion, and they bed Dot yef bewme sdupled to white peeple's wﬂ!»
we bed little in eommon with

I happered to be at Rainy Mountsin st fle time o while map
necidentally shot &od killed Poor Bear's wife. There bad bean st
mimoderstending and discontent on the purt of tbe Kiowes befort
tho ueeidents] Lilling of the Indian wiman, Paor Beur’s daugbtat
bed merried & yousg Kiows in tribal coremonies, and the U.
Government would nat recognize the validily of the mercisge, o-“‘“'!
resentmernt among ibe.

Another time, the Indinns hod guilered st Raing Mouotais 48
the gppointsd bour 10 Yeesive their povernment issno, but for )
reazon. there wag & dulay of several daye. ‘The Indiszs, out of BB
and low on sopplies, had ko purchase their menger supphies fO8
Mr. Bok, the licensed Indian trader at Rainy Mountain, 7The Indiard
“laimed ey were compelled 1o py much wore for Hieir ool 87
gooda from Bok, than ac Hobart, Cerucyle, or otler surzound
towns. ‘Trading at (he store waa doue on the *‘Red Card” Is’"‘ﬂ,,’
wharsby & Indian might purchase articls " ithout ek bit
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of the purchases were marked on his *Red Card" aud ha
st pay off ruch ohligations before rec g hie annoity Pay-
=08 Pifony times the amount of money ‘Gos o The ' Rad Card
1"‘“ " st 48 ETeat a3 the amount doe 1he Indian.

¥, it was ohforlonate that. the vietim o! the aceidental
should be The wife of an Indian already smbroiled in & dis-
t with the whites Tt war steted thet !M lcc!denl hlr‘-
.,,.g " ehon & man wes _remaving his gun from his wagon,
5" bersed, e bullot going throuh » tent, and Killing Foar Beacs
w.r«- T]le mmde t provaked n grent denl of excitement, end dire
Threa e by ihe Indinna against the whites saper
hearla mmlnd "and £o biod was shedt. After & few hours, quiet
eigmed, end white prople no Tonger feared

eers s prosposting tatp, ane tawhe tre always
aupnoeed 20 he plives of drinking, cmusmg, . it pln\u lm
1o nok idiewe thal anyane. san tethinlly asy fha, Moty
um elm during the years of her grvatest Activity and mm-m
g 19011985, There were men there who amk but they
o sk to oziem or wteged n wild perty at

Through ull €he manthe when my father's houss was & public
mectivg holise, everyone shomed the tost vespectial attituds, We
enjoped their company and they stemod fo enjoy omr heapitality.
Ererytme wan mode weléome and the most of the poopls of Mesrs
did, st fame time. come to the servicea or to the partien At the
Sutday services and at the Literary Soviely as well an ut ofher
meetings fhe behavier was good

Meers. was a camp of common folks. Some had edncation, some
cunld baraly wnu- treiz o name Some wers fine charaeters
#uch s can b fon any place; some were raen and women of
Iver sandsrda T o the whota 1 Think Meten wan & vespeciable
Place, and we who lived thers can be proud to remember its frexdly
irit. 13|




