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GENERAL DOUGLAS H. CCOPER, C. §. A.
By Muriel il Wright

The career of Ueneral Douglag H., Caoper, Confederate Siqpe,
Army,! i inverwoven with the sary of Fort Washita sbaudopeg
at the close of the War between the States. Esiablished by Qenerg]
Hachary Taylor in 1§42, this United Stetes wikitary post on the
edge of the prairie vast of the Washila River in Uie Chottaw Ny,
tion, with commodious officers’ quarcers and barracks of ligs.
stont, vommissary and sterehouses, barns end other buildings wag
at ité height in history as the rival of Fert Gibion (9 the north
when Lieutcnant A. W, Whipple recorded merting Dotglas |
Conpee in 1953, at the Choctaw Agency i (be Indian Taeritory.?

wen were serviug i officinl capaeity by rocent appointment
under the wew administration at Washington, th
War dlefferson Davis i 3

vey ulong the Thirty.
fifth Paralle] in the Indian Territory; Cooper wan United $tates
Ageni, to the Choetaws, hin servige in the Mexican War and his
intanee with Choctaw atfaite in Blisiissinpi Javing plased
line for u position i the Office of Indina Affuirs, m ap
pointment that was sanctioned, if not direcied, by the War Dipart-
ment.  These appointments for government service on the frontier
Were g et of the asw movement 1o develap the South in eompe
tition with the North, the bilter vivalry that cross between the
two setions in the evoneiic ad the political ficldy finally leading
1o the War bebween tha Stetes, in which the Indian Territory ~e
of sirategic importance in the Southwest.
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Smwd Dovgles H. Ceaper, G54, la

figure of Dovglag H. Cooper within the region centering
Waslitn loanie large in the reecrds’ of by fime in the
ig_metivities in promoting the cause
cehievements have remained e e Ly
o he ishor o Okluhuma. for one thing Liceause they
seopt _sovering ax they did both the civie and the
umen during the long peried that
ists Lo power, the bisody confliet
e s and the Lragedm of reconsiretion in the
i an, lio served in an official capacity in the In-
ore notable family connections and 1muax

prul:[u and power through mure poli
conditions ot Washington than uenml
Coaper, 1o was Novewber 1, 1815, in Wilkinsor County,
Stiasisippi, ud died on April 29, 1579, at oid Fort Washita, Indian

Territory.

'I'I\e

ook Cooper war the only «hild of Dr. Deyid
wife, Sarwh Hancoek Davenport Cooper, Dr.
Uooger was n physivinn s1d Baptist minister desoribed as an edues-
trd, polished mm: uelive und suecessful 3 Jm ministrations for
rs _He was barn in Yirginia, in 1773, of old Vir-
hugluud towily lines, Ile o liesnsed to preach
i ackive in ostablishing elurehos in South Carolina
here hie was co-
ntion n 1807, and later
sesed s anoderator for slovon yeats. The muum elio wwan of
2 Kew Enpland Faonily telatéd to Johu Tanceck, First signer of the
Tinelaration of lmlcpr:ldcnc! died when her son Douglis wes a
sl child, aoper wnneried in 1824 gu his seoond wife, Bra,
Mngaline Niutchins Claibarne, widow of (he late (lenerel Fer-
diaied Igigh Claiborne, » Missisippian who had served ma
I3tk i United Staies Ammy. Afcer the meeoud marrisge, Dr.
Sl Mr. Cooper woved to their planiation home, “Soldiers Re-
rest,” near Natehez whero be died in 18304

and 1 900, Douglea, wes well provided for in bis fathe
Tas 250 te hae sitinded Amvir Aeacemy at Liberty, Hlimisoippi
1557 e Lnivereity of Virginia whers he wa a stucent from
ey L34, I s, EJl\ﬂms m..o,hem-um ehemmny. materis
Hlingey ! and hom nnu\N philosophy. He bechme @

T ana leyr 't iiotmn wbeke he duniitied botors the

-tn.. 1oby s bascd largely on Fhe For of the Kebellion: A Compi
o"’“_'l:!“ of te z?‘.l.““,.,g b R
1 t re:ﬂrmamr; M F oﬂ‘F hd' o, and upoa, i "

& ne; m. # the o, Ierenlier cited s

'H't;( Pt Ser, ab, o .r.r, Hinary u'ﬁ':u W 1880, Yol VI
o
T g Sanuseriyt on b Coapr bamily gentaboky and Bliors, frow Me.

will,
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State Bur. Ie was tall with a i 2 8 man of boy,
energy, by nature lind and sympathetic with an elert ming
aligued hix intorests i the new movements of lis day, o™

Missinsippi historical reeords list Douglos 11 Cooper gy
of the loaders and early sottlers of Wilkinson Cowrty WD"M
the southwestern part of the state where were some nf |
white settlementa® He had just returncd from the
rginia, and was only ninetein years old whea ho o
arthu Collins, aged seventoen, daughlor of Wi
ginia family) of Adanis County, Mississippi; the ceremayy 3
periormed at Natshes on Mareh 34, 1394, by the Reverend Piom:
Cannelly, Reetor of Triuity, The young man's guardinn, Whg.
tDin, &nd Willinm Colling both liad given teir written ropgen;
to the issuance of the Jicense, The r
wt “Mon Clova” near Waodville, Wilkim
prospered and remred their family of meve
Frances, Douglau ¥, Jr, D
Kearl

Woodville in suuth central Wilkinson County was oue of o
leading s o Misslasippi, incorporited in 1611 Cilizom +
(he town orguniz ot Feliciana

oty T

n el rah,
H., Flisabeth, Bmma und Wilksy

pi history that revesls the pre
premsive atmenphere ¥ in wiich Douglus H. Cooper
lived as &
thing that waa important and significant in iy eaceer z wll 5
in-Choctaw history in the Indian Territory: Cooper's stepaister.
Charlette Virgina Claibotne, married at the qge of sevenlosn in
1R3, @ young Baltimore ettorney, John H. B. Lattobe’ He wist
wounsel of the Tulimore & Obia Rallroud when it was incorpn
wied in 1827 it maihoad in the Tnited Statee il i 1
chisf rounsel S s death . 1501 i o
Latrobe traveled throngh the Cnpetees sourl
itedd with some of the prominent Choctaw lrnﬂr;‘-.
amang them the Felsomn and et (ireemwaod Leflare. AL
enel of the War belween the States, John J. B, Latrabe throueh 1 o
influenee snd psseciation with Cnnpl:r wmi lh! attarney. larw
Chaeraw Nation iu the making of the Treaty of 1865, awhieh
& vital place in the formation of the future Eu.u of Okabomt:
ny descsndants whoee ancestors bad sottled in M""’"‘"

aboni fls tuen of he sentury: snd before thet time from e 2 e
scahoard states and New Englind had beeame tboranghty

Ry erinr
Dl Relund, Bisory of Missstos, ihe froms of the Sasch ¢
pckg 8, Sl g T n -

nuscibt on 11 Epoper wenesloss a
Lot T ey o B, . Leviate ond e Times, toteipot (B



General [loogtas . Cosper, €S54, 103

southecn ideals mmd represented the highest Lype of mmn in
v':r, acl wras the Donglas II. Coapar f
i at slon Cloca, a binge plantation run by an over
o o slatos wha loved Ehoie. master and tha macbars
et i Ehuhzt.h Herbert Coapor Heiston 10ld o the days at
{? Uv\ll- her miemeries reconnted wmong the noteg in mannseript
o e by her grandsan, Robert Thornton Cooper Tead:
et Wil e Comper onseatary of (el lanty.
. iyl ThS plablation was Iacge,
While tha futher of

e
wara brought o
e glrls attendod a lodiea” academy whers they had o spesk Fran:

e
e . b <bllirea
L oVL WIAL BATINE Gl SrArd. T Losoh ThED 1 Meen HalE

B ol e ¢ enlde, (bele mothee wowld call fhe Negro butler, “Ked, get the

bints” ul Nesl wonld earetully place Inras smry cbleca on Toe-table

[yt Fctn 1 loss wt eack albous| The emberensment of thot oo
Tentanay by mmu Tave el o Eorior Siate e

x tue wirin. Ty bwd thale un moldy sad sever
cre tralmil tn Be
't

plantation, master

Iva eration T ror the ladlea Nnd the

T, pounlly catind Jnunt” or “wiele” wors trased b

ﬂmr pmstrers und mlq:mm ith due resoact
locd tn rids well, P

acetuly n
ot s ..m..s.. pt gy e it
m-m i e Beadt TR e e W €2 vave o
hr Jolning the wi it Ehit el
e e e abor

Conbrary 1o Ml‘vlﬂnr b; rx nuwl yl. the IMdios 2l ok lmnl& m
otlemon serer mrmed a fhm ndiey wiout

Sloten wor drenk Pty um W Tils Wigo migk
0w A gentleman uever weed profantty b1 et aeors o 5 m,.
H mdin werd Garmicted &5 borihleh, Vit wr VOB, gear e It D
heebtel mak eal.  Juleps Srere sipped by the men oo the

oo ghels
o o Haes, wromnldlux ull
ack o
u-sulng
anoating

I thlogs.

’,’:‘r- movrtet ke the Later duy minsirel shiows, wers
omy 'of

L s mo 0w, how
Do #lnve help in those days and In Ehat level of pocle!
Trony Jiii® 11, Cooper was elosted and served an representative

Weinson Fnhnty in the Mississippi Stete Legislature, in
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1844, He orgapized the Woodville Company, of whith he wag

missioned Cuptain, i the Blississippi Rifle Regimoni oommpng
y Colonel Jefferson Dav in (he Mexican War l,npllln Gao N
ngu:sl\ed qum: e Ratlle of Buena Yisty, et
Ly wmeitioned fo || I acd e Battda of llom,f'
Pepiomber 21-24, 1846, by Colonel Drvin ¥,
An sectionalizn orer the Suvery Quistion” arows oy
sl scenr, Cooper was prominent in Ele |:uhl|enl el | n,

e Rows wiate A e Southern Compeution B At Ja acksy iy
Omher JA4Y, he wasn & member of o committec (o rnmlne a

At

plan of setion, with Governor J, W. Matthews os chairmap, g
ferson Davis, U, 9, fenntor from et
of the Convention, and Judge Wiliam L. Shatkey, rof the

igs in Blissisipi, nddreamad the delepates au the **Rights of

Gl incng thle “iright 1o take U e
U, 8, Terri Coa S
3, 1850, whish went
the Bouth swould aecep
wise with slars territory south of Paraliel 35° 30, Senatar Divts
md s friends carsied Minsissippi in the national cnmpaign of
1952, b wiieh Franklin Piorse, the Now Hatapshive Temoeral,
was elocted President of the United Slstes. Mississippi Jradem
aowirdingly tjoged Drostige and ufloenco in e nonw edmio
trution &t Washington when it came Lo apprintments fo offier.
Tefterson Davia was. gelected for the position of Seeretary of Wor
in the new cabinat. Douglas H. Caoper was apnointad Unied Siates
Agent to the Chactaws in the Indian, Territory, He wen installed
inta the offiee on dunc 1, 1953, a5 Witnessed by Thomsa 8 et
Saperintendent of Indien Affairs ot Van Ducen, Arkgmsas, a1d
serived st the Chostsw Agones TiTLsen uiles west 5 Fort Bith 1
June 2, wisuming his dutics a5 Agent ou June

I pu"s ppointment, to the Agency offlee wag logical, and
mal 73 fortunate for the Chootaws in view of (he time:
'Nm hurkgmund of hig life was stecped in the history of um "'d
8. His bome at Mon Clova was within the First o ad
cension in DMississippl by treaty with the United States, the terst
of this dorument alse grantcg the vight-of-way for the fanes
Natcher Trace through the Choetaw coyntry. Mississippi owed iy
existenee Lo the Tudian land cemuns witl horders, P! “m‘
wie great cessions mede by the Choetwws in the Trealy of Darc
Tabbit Creek (1830 e the Chichasamn in (e Treaty af PooRe
Cooper heoame Famaifiar wilh the torma of both W

Joyaod. 5, o, Vel 1.y 6cra.
mnem. 15 p. 165



Geopal Brugles H. Conper, .54, 1

gh o 1. At i thelr maklng o e was st & stndent
tho

ol et the

M;: ol & :unm'r:uann had |
Ve of she Clisstaws, s fathez, Dr. Duvid Goopor, &
the En,,nm m Missinsippi had encouraged, if o Lad uot per-
E L moted, ihe Founding of (be famous Choctaw Academy

5 (18243 where Tany Chootaw boys were tducated who
I-w t\m leaders Territory during Agent
*‘“"’ Gme. His step-brother, J. F. H. Claiboros, Missisaippi'a
fentat bistosan' miny soars fater who hud served 1 o member
“'“ o< from 0 te in 1835 to 1637, was appointed in 1942
ot of the Unitad States Board of Commissioners to Investi-
"“’” ‘i ndjudicate land claima of the Chtctawn under the Treaty
5 bancing Ralilic Greek, 1l work on this commission hee ben

2 boen Tavorably essociated with
id

Drecilly mentioned fry Missisinpi historical writern of mose re-
atnt times fo brotiction of the land ¢laims of both the Tnciuun
and the Stste.

Gooper’s annwal reports publishod as a pert of the reports of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs are remarkable for his l\ndcr-
standiog of the problemns and nevds of the Cliostaw poople. He
untailingly theit frie respeets thefr lesders. Ilis Lirst e
port writien fram the Chostuws Ageney, West, of Arkasats, Sep-
tember 3, 1953." lists nine Clioctaw seminaries or acedemies, and
datey that © The avademies are justly the pride of this mmm
and deserve the fostering care of its nationa! comneil.” Ile !lressud
the necd for a uystem of commen, or oeighbgrhend mlmn'ln out-
I¥ing comuunitiea i the nation, and peinted out the gre

Seicima and medxal tarh amontt e pevple. Fhere
iption of rhe Choctaw government, with the remark
“'The Cliostaw Indians arc peaceable and eosily governsd,”
aa conecricd, however, aver some urbanees awong th(-m
Froming out of the Tiquor traffic along the border
ol Avkansas, His Repere for 1855 dwell further on thia sn'l.\_u-cl. "
u..,"';“,,'ﬂ‘:*‘;‘“ are ateadlly wdvanclog In the arta of eivllized e It
iy l"l;\krﬂdu o plemence 1o concus m b Polowring aplnton ennieased
Shay tyet, [ aest talilnanrics, ws eredit
e’ e boen doing durice & Dhein overation by e wams ot 1,
Indeed, T thick Xeu Dow %3 !
E""uﬂgv::"mvzﬁl hisien “}"T‘l’m"&:‘v’ﬁ‘m’n“%‘ :Mﬂ' i
r u i e Weserce e at
e 4 ey o aonal it a0 e 5 ain

e

Caum o

i e L oen by loree o tinn oF iy,

"“”m e e thoy (BoDght, fented God: And who hove been

T b Amobnt of lhe\ school qurl every year,

m..Ml lhw wi frcelne toe o1d ana puterual cara of the United Sratea
thorts o elevate themse!

e of Col By 1L Cliborne” Pubfionions of te i
. Vol 1 7 7
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Cooper's first Heport (1853) also m\lled #itention g
ngreement. between the Chuclswn und the Chiskusaws g,
interprotation ol their Joia: treaty Sgned i 1637 o D‘“lh b
Choctaw Nation, which Trovided, for the settlement. of u.c Cn Ll
snws in the Nation, with a specia! distriet set aside for g 't’i

governed wnder the Choctaw Jaws. Cooper served sy ,M
Emong the Jeaders of hoth sides i Ehis ontrorersiil maiye
signed the new Choetaw-Chicaltesaw treaty at Dogknrilly ""
n3 & witness to the torma providing a notlement. of thy sy

ckanaw Distriel. He n\lbuquemly o tem

7 e
Bounduty ne Trota Fod Tovor 7o he Conacitn River, Ths v,
s of the first steps i the inove that bronght sbont 1 et
Treaty of 1855 Letween (he Choetaws and Chick mw, pm,,d‘:'
for the of a SepRrate by ¢ Chicknmy
(o be organized in Hie Choctay dousin West o the & Tareaily
marked Chicknsas Distr o and sxtindmg wenl to the i
Meridien.

Agent Cooper apent several months in Washington, D. C_;
1855, tinder orders of the Commissioner of Indien Alfairs George
W. Blunypenny, duriug Lhe muking of Ure new treaty which was exe
cuted ik Cooper’s presence, lia siguatute following those of 1kt
Choctaw und tha Olickesuw delegates on the doenment® Two
other provisions of the Treaty, in_addition to that providing s
scparate domain for the Chiskasaw Nation, ere noted n the bistors
of the Choetaws, and had an important plage in Coopér's aubee
qnent work and cmreer, Arficle IT provided thet the elwim of e
Chucta\u for the payment for spme 10,000,000 avres of o
Mississippi land relinquished to the Government ly the Trealy
mnmg "Rabhit Creoh 1830, for which the tribe had receivel
o remUneration, he submitted and adjudicated by the Senale of
the United States. This became known as tha Nel Prooeds Clbie

f about $9.000.000, o fabulows v Tor the times, & court d’um

o
that involved important events in Cliostawr mmry I‘"h h
for beyord the bﬂrdl’rz of the Indiun Territory for Soar. it e
memy citize o States and well known sttorpeys who
Business i ashicsgion hed 5 port.

Avticls 8 of the Treaty provided that ell Choetaw wid C";;_‘:
sew landa lying weat of the 98th Meridian to tha western bout!
of the Tndian Territory, or the 100th Meridinn, m
United States for the permanent settlewent of the Wiehits
and other fribes. Tiie egion became generally knowa 207 T
reforred o s the “‘Leased Distrist” though it was sill a P .az
the Choctaw Netion, in which it was nominally crganized ™
Fourth District.

1 Chades Kappler, Indisa fremies (Washingloo, 29680, Vel 11



Genscal Douglas H. Cooper, £5A, 1

cop of GosPer's Wazlk Wes 1w grendly iucresstd Soon
ity trsly vas prociqimed in March 1656 e

vt Agu Tor o the Chootis und e ik
N part o1 i tine tach yror at Fort
raticn of Wie Chickas Ateacy. n regort, for
bd beed L rom Fort Washita where the wark of both agencien
mw. consplidated.

The =l
st (B,

eusrn to dhe Tadian Torsltory iy 1656, Cooper
ug gl Tonisiana, Mississippi and
s of Choctaws
a deplorehle
ngly advised the Indin
e val report et beens peopla should be Forced 10
omn 10 (]u Inn ory where they tould share in tle tand
o have a berer elm-m awong the Western Choctaws.

Cooper outlined hia idean 3n thin same report {1858}, looking
\auntd the development of the Choctuw and Chickasaw nations
ud their gventunl admiszion ma p state in the Lmion, While these
vigws received little support amywhere at the time and Ditter
oppoaition. @ the E the Choetaws yeb they ate of intereat
hero in the light of (,dnper 's |ater aetivities ;
Toe Choctaws nud Chlekukhws waplre fo w place smang the free

g Bigien o the nlons pea. pobetion u snting, ned 1 gerer e
mgoud ¢ 0 1o sratam

£ ecuntion by
fmung them wycll Jwrwoow ua tkes wng seleet, who Il become iden
wnd relilyy with thom The Oupitiws nnd CBlckmees fanact
i1 or mlwn. ymlu. taey mwst sdvanee o bt conditiom of githse
ted St
l(;lwnu pomm; out that the Treuty of 1855 lad stipulated et
o<ta Chickasow could setile anywhore within either
W, sl lluw\lpm be entitled 1o all the ri ileges.
" At the sane Lime, ember
titlad to ~parlisiaach in (he Ende. b!longmg
greating an mlmost impessible aituatie nnd
gy Yrm\lh of the ald antagonisin belwesn the two nati
T i the gorernment, shools id ipsititions wece
h_m “md waintnined out of s own tribal funds. The new
tmmumuuu ndopted in 1856 provided that only Chick.
It o0 by adoption eauld vote aud bold offics in the
P Tctwws living there were without veice or repre-
" the government. The same was trne for Chickasaws

b
56, e 1678,

s,




1o Threntzler of Gklahoma

in the Chectaw Nation where guly cilizens of the nationy
3ot an e tfic, e shosi o coe vrs arenten ] o
ose purenly wese member of fhe aton, A s
the greutest drawbask to the advanoement o B
Chostara todl Chlstnarr i bin ogemey aro from thlr e,
Zoatered and kept alive by their peparate my
mmm ' ‘Ma advocated nlistment of lauda o geverary” (1od
roa) to overy Cheotuw end Obickumw, the balutco of oo
m.m...u hld lands to ba sn “interantions] domein be it
at $1.95 per aore fo sny Indien citiren o to any white parson wod
the indinne might grant peemission to seltle in the coantry, oo
procesils to b divided between the two nations i proposyer
£o their owp papul
Conper wes i this: *The sdoption of sock 5
7 pm aaistied, produce harmony and good reching et
The iribes, iniroduce among them good eitiseus, iostend of refoper
drgm the United States, nod sequre prasperily of both “mm‘,mm
wul their ultimafe reunion free snd soversign Staty of the
North American confederscy.

Whez the Chottass Net Procsods Claim wes presented to the
Uniad Ssates Sumate for a¢judication ug provided in the Tre
of 155, Agent Coaper was colled upon by the Cliostaws for een
‘aia duta sy obiarmalle (irough Deld work 1 i offee 1o iy
before th Seliate Comtteo members toviewing the eas i Wod
ington. aud the payment ot

ity olafms ta ebéme i the srie I 1 in other percs of the

1 war cver a new eonalituten
patterned after th Jssipp State couslituticn, dr: wod
adopted in @_convention at. Skullyville (the old Chastaw e
in Januery, 1857, that had made drestie changes in the Chectd®
Tows. The Ch]ukuiiwn wers in trouble with inwbreaktezs "
inals ju 1 tion, the maiusarint of their new eonstitution 71
Lpwy having been lost. Mack of ll the excitement, howeven ¥
sontinmed <pposition, sspesially smong the Chactews, o sey BO
toward statehood for the (wo nalions and sy changes Sn oIl
their land ia eommon. Both the Choctaws and tie Chickss:
sonn restored Jaw and order and remedicd their troubles b |
Agent stated hopefulty in his brief nuntal report for 1867 ¥
waa goon called upon in anetber quarter for action. e
bos o

Hostile handa of Comunche and, Kigwa snd other tribe opn
Soothern Plains that roamed the Leased District mnsd 2]
in Ik cutlying part of the Choetaw Naf Nl
EORG nnunn to protect the reeently established Cbmku-l"L "
Cooper advised the Department al Weshinglon thet 8 5




General Dougles . Cocper, €54, m

(3 the
n nx well as to repross Comanche depredations e
rontier and on Ui cmigraut traing (raveling tho br
s.mL Louis or Fort Smith to Santa Fe. 1t caa well be re-

I nnnc]le« were A o bLle barricr to the
call s poried for the aibitioua promises wadu
e d tibch by the United Siates, it the trorty 2
fort u;.mu :msx} Tiet not yet been fubblled. Cooper pointed

¢ that the position of Agent tw the Chostaws and Chickasaws
Gt 58"be taested with jurisdiction over il thair country, and
%% be turnisled by “Congromsionsl luwr with o eonstaliuiery
e Mo puard the vegion agninst wndssieable shazacters snd
fotior deuftic along (e horers of Arkenss and Texes.

The War Depurtcut in recant yeuis had ndopted the palicy of
staudening the United States miliary pusts in
Jory gveu. though the treotien with the different tribes hud qutran.
reed thoon the pratest uinst their enemies.
Fort Arbuckle ond in U v Netion was left uoprotected
o Juns, 1858 the troops of the 7th Infantcy at. this poxt
w ot it audt ng bnnl]! lllumg been ordered ouf Lor
am in Uluh, SeeretaTy o ™ Jacoh ’l‘l:nmpwn had op
possd the abwndonment of lhe mll:lnry pu:ts end cal 1
1658, bud sought an assighinent from e War Depmmem or
walfiricol troops for duly to be under the direction of Lha
W i cariying eut the Unitud States T polmy
s angered from s unware
m, some wecka Jater gathered several thousand st
n River where they wert reporled pluming an attack ou
Fort Atbuckly 1 neenre wrme, ammunition oad provisions from
cge. alores of cumuiisrary and ordinanee suppliss lefe there
umleuml s of Comanches had already driven off horoes
onging te Chickasuw citizens awd white people Hving in the
Tty of the post, andl Choelaws the Chicknsaw Nation
i sulerd loss of Dropesty | el :

of 15T Hmpavies of the Second Dragoons under the camnaadl
tior Enoel Steen had been, ordered to Fort Washita byt mgat

e, open rouatry westward., Govermor Cyrus

i lmulw Tenders held w meeting, <alling npon

ning o guard for UheiT country

neiis. Cooper Amnediately sent out a oall Loy

o u-m« Chickusmio votoaraem to aerve o
w.r, © the ml\ iee of Secretary ‘hompson
While in Washinglon, Caoper with a pariy of aix Ohiek.

rL Arbuckle on June 24 Finding it still unguarded,

al o eompany of the First United States Tnfantey
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88 om th way frow Tesna to tuke over the post, aud Urenpan oy
onca senl buck word caneelling the call for atnied service byt
ety Chootaws who had gathered at Boguy Depok, the capital of
thelr uation, nd to other Choctaws who Were waiting with sym,
of the Chickasaws at Fort Wasita, When be suw the company gr
Firsl lafaniry, USA, arrive at Fort Ariuckls incapacitateg
from etheustion and illncas after the forced morch from Toxan,
Cooper considered a Teconnai ;

napnce weut still advinable for in ghy
meantime he had boen joined by a foree oF =evenlytsn armeq
Chickssaw volunteers, The cxperition arganived as a militars (ore
of Indians with Cooper in command set out For the Leastd Distriot
guided by the famous Delaware seout, Black Bemver accoupamied
by 8 bund of Deleweres and Caddes.i*

They were gone sistern duys (July 1 to 16, 1958) traveling
south and west to the Wichita Momrluing mud narth to the Weabily
end Canadian ivers before their return to Fart Arhuickls, thine
back to the Ageney st Fort Wanhita, during
some of the Wishitas and other west
port of the expedition 1o Major K
Indian AZfairs at Fort Suith, elosed with this statemeut, 3¢

Althongh wo werw wnnbk: te discnver ioy Corudnches 1 thiow thy
eFfect nf the erpedition upon the Tidinmu of the patos will be good. It
WIIL @AAbLAe thell mindi of e that e Chilekaniws wad Choctaws, or
“uods Tudiapa® as they mre called, are ftald to go oot oo (e piainy pui
S0OTIIeed Lhels CEAT Mu USpredutlond uk the Trontiet will be allowed fu pas
unponlehed.

It i+ 0 point worthy of notice in Oklulioma histor)
same report {1858), Gooper dose 1
village'" on Caclie Creek arar
mended that 4 United States dlilitary post be pravided here,  loca-
tion selcctod for Fort Sill when il was catablisked a decads Jater
during the perigd of the kst wars with the Flaing |

Breiits that took Place &t the Chivctuw und Chickassw cagitaln
it Gie spring of 1858 and availablo records nnd the e of the
€wo ations fead U Uhe conalusion thnt the armed forus tie, mede
the expedition to the Leused District wiis 8 port of militery orgse
izatiou, with Donglus H. Coogor in command, planned throvh t¢
lawkul autherity of the Choctaw and the Chickanaw govermer
ew of threatening Comanehe deprodatiors, s
ing intruders out of the Choetaw and the Chikasaw
especially the d District which was i part of the ot
Macicn, as provided in the Treaty of 1855 sras still up For interdre
tion by the Commissioner of Indisu Affairs, though the '1‘"0“,
avipalated that Dersons considered as intruders should be kept

that in Lhis
o

icLi

T R Doeglet
© Ropors, 18, p. 15T; Gowny Fareran, ed, A Journal Kept
Conpecs Clronies of Okizhama Val, V. Nor 4 [Destmber, 15205, pp: 0%
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try by “l,]w United Stales Agent, assistid, ||
y all wehich had tulon place, 31 well 35 The
fivitios, w.; w.n a0d favorably mqwn éhrouglont the twa

m uac T September, 1858 attached ta the Agents

oro adraserd *General D, H. Caoper, Duited Siates

o hastaws and Chiskusinin, “by sueh prominsat whi

nacies unid sdluators 16 Mesindor Teid, Superintowlent of
eademy for Choctaw boys; W. IL. Baker, Subcrintendent

ufm,“m,,g Ackdemy for cmm-w by sz Kingsbury, Super.

it of Pine Ridee

‘Superiutendent of the Hucua;. Lubog Beil for Chickasanr

Car, Superintendent of Bicomsisld Acadeiny for Chick-

The Chostuw wuwil mecting in i r seasion in Oetaber,
1956, passed pn acl pro for th aatian of the Leased
District oz "'the t.uumy of Cogper,” named in honor of their
Agent. The followhg rnolutions were alsa adopted and approved
gprmn! the liigh regnrd ond thanks of the Chootaws o *‘Genersl
Pooglaa 1. Uoapir'' for his prompt action during past summer,
sod making forther pravisions for him to repair to Washington to
md e Chatave delagation. thare i all affairs before the United
Les Governinen
utins Complwoiiars € Gruoral Douelaa M. Coomer, (he Uelted
!Ilﬂ- [nm-n agent for the Chovisw Xaol
Pl ——
mm \hunkn ul tae people vm represent. are <ne and wre lwereby cordlally
ore to' Genural Dowslus 11 Coopur, the prowat, Iudtehy Agont of the
ot Ul et nvanng. 3, dur tre
ek trclert. parely

il
€ i

felead wmd na oftlcee,

prat oamesied to
oo 4 tter v il Affalc, askiug bies 1o ardor
= it 1L Copag. e roveuk wethe ot (o Dotiel Stk B

2o
r Ula Sndlio tu W uing wioter, to amiat

g i SEAUIDS Ly hlp counsel and cooparation, fu BIL mattare of
"Won, N berwes the uwgmmm ut lhz TUnited Btates and thia

2
g
¥ ot the ariginal resslotion in e, Head's yepora.
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Apmrored 28 Oatobe: LESA

Tandy Walker, A
Pumed fun Tlooes Ock 28, 1858, W, Dobuck, cocrier €U Doryra,,
(7] o, Poesldent Oct. 20, 1818

'ﬂ.m is md to b ® zeference to the offeel it C
made Brigudier General af Al ‘Aliswisi Poper ey
probably during cue of his rece
event, *'Gen el Tavorin a.d Pt Ay
forces in the Tudisn Territory under dires terjor ol

partmenl, as well a8 his former mikit
ieetion with il in m:mp],. h,d
oIl with the zecommuiziunce of wrmedl Clickesat. 1oy
under iy command, Dt nnofler ad indipendent
movemet of Unted Sintes wronps ander orders of the War g
partment sgainst the Comanches carly i the Tall of 138 brouglh;
tragedy to the Indien sor Cnpuml {trever Sajor) I'.nrl \r..,,
Dorn in comnand of fonr compan the Secon
campanied by n foree of Eriendly Jnd Y asus
Fort Belknap, Texar, in the segion el
surprise eiteck on an_encampment of Comanshies vi hiling o praes.
ful Wichita Indian village locpted on Hush Cree L the wester
par: of the Chickassw Nation, A hat fight ook place (Oetobeg 1
18383, in which many Coma\nclms X mmﬂ)t* af Wirhilas includiug
several women and some United soldicrs were killed. The
village and the erops of the Wlelu(us nw Tuined and their Lorses
killed or driven off. Defore the bawle, this bund of Comancbes
had been on the way from Fort Arbuekle where tliey had juet bul
a friendly conueil with the officer m enmmmld atthat post, and
Il pledged peace. Uniortunmtely, neither thie offieer nor Ca
Var Dorn had kntwn, of thi. pluk or actions of the otber, Alle
the batile, the Wichitas fled to Fort Arbuckle secking aid in &
destitute condition and pratestion from their old friends, the Coal+
anches who now muspeeted the Wichitoa of trenchery in Van Dom's
sttuck, and vowed vengeance ou them.

When word of the glight of llm Wichitas at Fort Arhuekl"
resched Douglas I1, Cooper, he immediately wrote to Superingender
Reclor ai, Vort Smith, e ] have anteipated this 4
fnevitable consequeuce of fhe fight harweon fhe United eten
troops, under Major Van Dorn, mnd the Companehes, Wl “"' an
camped Iear m Wichita VlLIng! ' Cooper wont on m i
he Irad no funds e Wi ﬂ“'
v mnpnmm]y. “hing, **As thoce phople have 7ol ook |
Agency, und cannol go into the Leased District, 1 respeetfully T
instructions what to do with umm T hope their agant ean hmm
ta foed and laka oare of them the menutime, some Pré’

3 marwll fnm

Superintendent Tieotor ook immediate sieps Lo 8i% u"w,,
tressed Wichitas, effecting a contract Lo provide them W1
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¢ wrote Uzmmissioner of Tudian Affuirs Charles Mix at Washi
fon, Asking r.,r advice and reporling the reeent trenble, in whi
,plnmed why the Comunches had been at the Wichita villago:1t
Comnmes, BATUE talen, Ktse Joresn i the Wienitan
urn them, prom: end proposed
ad ,;'fr".'.\ e o Srpiiers Witk thec an. the &mm it
faamars. 0y yors arordngly lnrked 5o do a, and came iy
OMe it poracs, 40 wore \ed s pence, Fomaa of the e1chiven baing boing
with them.
he prosence of Comanshes o g Fricndly misio
apaw Nation 4t this tims indieate Cooper’s diplome:
o fcils with Indimi leaders in the Lewsed District wl
fecopuuisanee tho summer Lefore. If nothing mora thno paving
ey o feiendly meeling nith the Camanches bad leen e
in these council mestings, Cooper's Leased Distrist
,,p.d.;mn Lad hud o meesure u[ auceess that was wiped gut in the
Eatlle of the Wichita Village.

Croper viewed conditions amang the western Indiana wilh
misgiving, and felt that some getion with an armed forsa would be
neeesenry jo the Lessed District, Thrasteoed wee with the amgry
Commiches oontivied efter the Battly of the Wiehita Village.

White thieves cugaged in home stealivg and other sutlewry on
botl sides of Red Wiver, in Indinn Territory sud Texas, The plight
of the tefugee Withitas at Fort Atbuckle waa desperats, the Indian
Uffiee delaying in their removal to the Lessed District for lack
of sdequace sailitary foroes 1 guard new [ndinn setUements in
that region. Choctaw and Chickasaw officials held that certain
bands of Lelywares, Shuwnecs and Hickipoos bad no right to re-
wain i the ensed District under the torms of the Treaty of 1855,
though (ucse same bandu had long lived ax neighbors to the Wich:
itas, “Caopec notiticd Superintendent Restor at Fort Smith that
‘heze Indiios would have to e remeved from the region, Beclor

il L oot sgree, and wrate again fo the Commissioncr of Tndian Af-
- or gt inlerpretation of the recent treaty as to what Lribes
m- -uwml settlement in the wester diswict.

e JENE the ate autumn of 1658 and the early winter of 1659,
'“L']lvy armed Texans were made againat the remmant Indian
Sevem“'" on two small reservations mear the Brazos River,
o nd flRl\l-! in the spring nnd early summer, in which both Tex-
to s Indians weze killed, finally forced she Umml States agents
o, r ryhllmlr Indiun ehurwa north for protection
onespy of o, were warched north in the Angust beat with & amall
B n hlllled States Goldiers, end wera lacatsd clong the Washita.
the recently designated **Caoper Count,
°d and viade their settlements in the vi

" f2e,
Caopo L 0 Bty Teer dued October 13,1 718
ot et e 15 Teskr . i P PR o et
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ware, Shownee und Kecehi bands as neighhors. A new pyen,
was soon established, eslied Uie Wichila Agency, yet the Inam.’
were left withort any nearby mililacy protection and "
o atack by tha Nartheri Comanches. Somo hot. f1Ehts oo et
and killings oecurred, Late in Uie fall, the War Departoent y
i st Knawa £ Fort Cabb, abyge
Agency. In the nenntime, thers oy
icism on Zudimn afisirs in Weshington betweon the 1o
The Commissiones of Tuding

ixim Nioport for 1650 pointedly loft off niilitaty titles

agents in tho Indian . “*Douglas H. Cooper,
Simply wddressed 35 U, S, Tndian Agent Tor the. Chaciams vy
Chiclasnres,
True 10 his eonvietions o States” right and bis strong supmort
of Negro shuver tittion i he Soutm st and aiiong
the In tory, Cooptr cipressed, hia Aatis
fuction when the American Doard for Foroign Missinnn under (b

=

By Cherckes Ag e ragid
Evannia ot s Tndiens i oo ury and the gevsapriet
of their country had been bécause they were sluveholders,

The cmckm\u. I|kn the Chostaws, lield their Agent in bigh
regard, for lis brin auy Tudian Dusiness to o soccesil
eonelmm. e Tavioatle do o

Vet Proeeeds Cluin in the report cf tlw Umml Stales Seun
by the Committee on Tndiun A Fhaies, Mursh 29, 1259, T (o the
sdoption of resolutiony by il Chickasaw Legislaiure, npproved 3’
fiovernor I, Colbert on Gigtober 20, 1859, autharizing "Dunnlul
Cooper, U. 5. Ageat for the Choelaws and Chickasn
charge ‘of auitg jn the recovery of cectain Chickasnw |
nsipi, o & just wnd fair compensation ehmrnr * A your labet.
other resolutions by the Legisluture approved Fovernor Cproe
Harris (November 12, 1930) sought phevissivn From the Conaii
sioner of Indian Affaies (hel *“Douglas H. Couper, Ui, 3 _Ageat for
the Cheetaws and Chickusews wsn Washington 1o attend ©
Chickssaw business entrusted to nd farthor went on reses
jn faver nf i Feappoit taent i contantation as seat for 180
two oation

The hrgmnmg o2 1851 mw the people of the Indian Territdty
well in Hbe with the Southarn Seatos b the fast oioving eVeED
that, brought secession. The Knights of the Colden Cirgle, @ PFo
soluthers, becret orgaization bad been reparied operating e
the o

&,

planters aud o sleveholders in tie Territory.

wen miu long the lines of the old feud with the Roa "w
e Ghetaee Srtion whope opposition to Neero alavery S
Tepresenied, by the Eeetotwah Socitty, an organizetios 0f
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ool Clierokees slarted (1858) by the nnhd limptist mission-
Evans Jones and his son, Joln Jone

he worst. dranght knasw By (his couutry io 1860 bad brought
1 of the rorn vrop in the Chostaw Nation, with fanine and
tion Tuciug the pecple. Cooper as Chsctow Ao Lad sinrge
e purchnse and_ goeral distributi ousands of bishels
°[ can apon the Choetaws, wnder “mGiorization. of the Chuelas
oL veral Conneil with the_apprapristion. of Jarge snow under
i entitied 31 2 o provide for indigni Chadtuvs sl for
"5 The fitst purchuse of eorm cosling 315,000 wis
" astributed (ogh hs cities 1o the Cliotaws |
nd eurly spring of 1361, Agant Cooper
e "Coweeil's mpproprintion of $16,12086 from Supceiatondent
\lian estor ot Fort Swith, on Janary 1, 1861, Tho seeond pir-
chase of eorn was midde in the second yuarier of 1861, the Choctuw
Couneil h vprinted the suw of $134,312.55 “to be es.
Tovded, ot s raneh thereof s may be necesaary, in the purchase,
rment nnd iliserilution of aixty-five thowsand bushela of corn
Among the Chinetaw people, por capita’” Covper's work now wes
eharged il heasy emombiliges in the it of upheavale in
gusernmvit. contrals with ar hotsween the States soon blez.
g, for Fort Smith was lmbed of necension

Tomediately nfrer the death of the Usnited Smn disburaing
T. Crulehfield, i Januecy
Smllll had Leen keized by the \r ansas muthor-
B, the linited Statez arzenzl at Liltle Rock
ermor Meniy 3. Rector of Arkmness strongly
Prosouthenn in sentiment leading in the fasi growing moveniont
n hi3 siate that brought seecssion on May § when Arkanmon joined
federate Statew In ihe meantime, bowever, a State con-
mn..m callad |. Glavernar Rector rurly i March o passed &
Eteolulion agaiust the diversion of Indien funds For any purpose
Dltller than For w ich they were om; Iy intended by 1he Cnited
n A of the General Counsil of lhe L

CIF nelghbors ucd Lrothern of [he Sonthern Slatea upon who

Tropat s cat. rely I the prewTrallen of oar TiKtte of Mgn, IberTY,

“"m-nl. perty. lndl;‘hm cobtlunee af weny acts ot fiodnbip, geawral
n

1y S0 B, Thoborn and Bluri i as of she Swre
l.. o o s M il 12 Wik, Obfakomes A iy of e S
Imv,l,,JL T n‘fﬁm n] m. Chactens Nordon, cacsplied by Jnseph P. Falsom,

Records, Vol. 1. p. g
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These svents vitally affested Cooges's
Slates Agent to the Cliootswa and wsy 1y u
uesion =5 i when he wonld pledga Lis ons dapport a5d alle
gianta to the Cantedezacy fow six southern states on Feb.
ruaty 4, 1861, The middie of Merch found him still in Wishington,
D. €&, with his wind made up on the aourse he would Lake wiere.
upon he addressed the Tollm |etter to United Siates Mitehel?
of Arkamsas #t

tion ls Uniled
It

Waskiugion Clly, Mareh 15, 1661

Dur !lr

t proper, fn orde: Gt my poslthn i roforonss to the Canctay
scd ptciasnn meener b Sichacuy wdtm it 1 e conbin
thum Tor 10 mct 48 he agent of the United Stalex Zir snld ribea at Uit eurnegt
nlkmum of Fue Teoniv, BO& Fhe Fequcd of Ouldr muthoriti.

oot sought offiee ok the hand of the prosent hdinisteation,
o b Sothlng e wik ez expect from It You wll evoter o furor vpuc
s by Sl 3t ke b |rapss anariken thit 1 1+ 4 e erimnilly bty
Immatecinl wheibec T be displaced o

Towettully il trol,
Dews. R, Coumer
Heu C. M. ltchall
of Aricnogom, Dmited Starey Sennte
The next dag. Senator Mitchell made the Following reply ta
Cooper:

Wrbington Qlts, Murch 18, 1801,
Dear

Tour sets of yesterday, remedng me t0 Moke Loona to the Preent
§ g the mgmik to the Choctaw

oo with your requet, I Informed the Fresldent thnt o0
e o strong mtleruilsite mae. god armncdisd comptorely i
i i ber freat movcara
on oty cromcnto, i cantinuc a7 wevht for 169 Tndings ut their urgent
aticiotion. eunpiled il
Yours truly,
Chas, . Mitchell

General D H. Cooper

Cooper had heen in Washington duting the precions winter
(1341) et the Tequest of the Choctaw Gonneil, under the nwﬂ
net which provided that he estsult with the Commisuiouer, of
dian Affairs at Waslinglon on the purchaze of eorn and its dns
tribution_ ameng the people; and further while in the Capilal
aid the Choctaw delegation (Peter P, Piwchlynn, Somaue! Ga ani
Isracl Foleomi, Peter Iolagm) in their wur)( to c.m ..m-l"l‘
legislution. from Congress on the Meb Prooteds Cl apatt
in itg award in {3 case on Jenuery 3, 18.:9 Trad r.hmcl_ed e et

Blesly Ty Chargo Made By I P. €. Shaaks by Donate 3. Gupee (it
an,
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retory of the Interior to ascertain und state the scecunt, the Seare-
try's renort bring submitted on May 8, 1860, which stated the
Miaunt duo the Chisetaw Nation 1o be RN

The appropri ngress ko pay amount vr 8 pari
of it wak lirgeat in view of the destigute condition of the Choctaws.
Az oD ,000 was made by Congress gn March 2,
J0L, w4 pact pnymmn, of the whole nmaunt dye the Choctgw Na-
tion, this approprintion eonsisting of 8 Lond of $250,000 to be in-
cested i faver of the Kation and $250,000 in ) mh o be paid gver
at onet, Out of s eash amiount, Cooper a8 Agent received the
$)34,512.55, previously appropriated by t.he Choetaw Conocil for
Shie purvhose ol corn, i Lo P, the Titst
tie seennd] on April €, 1861, Ui the
ot Sanith, T ot wa phre

g

Nerth avd shipped

y bosts down the Olie River but military orders at the opeaing

of the War deliyed Ehre shipmeut, thotisinds of bushels were taken

for nee in the Fuideral Army, and most of the remaiting grain

st the Atkunsas and Red Rivers never reached the Ghoe-
an

wion Wik lny robting on the freight bonts unable ty make
Lo

the low watees of the streamms, pwing o the lat
These unfartunsle eon
went affairs in the shates burdermg the

aent attending gov

Clhoetiw Nation eightaned the incidents connected with the tran.
angtign: ihe corn purchases end distribution in 1861 out of all
prapertig (0 oilier events of the time i Chostsw history, For

T rewwon, The mmemnt Teceived by Cooper for the sceond pur-
chuse s ¢ T of concy in thase dge, i faet tho largor part of
Me 250,000 cush aword from CongTess spprop o sarly
poey, too, that nd aeion from ths Mot 2 eeseds Cluiar
- proved on Pibrasry

ng ertain pemons o
Cooper far eortain

The Ch ncul

ed, session.
tled "I\n Act entherizi
make a settement with D,
** Beetion 1 of which states
;B it rreTued by the Gencral Sounclt of the Choota Motlon casembiad,
. nnd Albert Pike bo cod they are horeby

imaediats wertament with

m].,c“ Action was prameted by P.m P. Pitehlynn, leader of the
of i delegation in the Net Proceeds Olaim, probably in bebulf
unitor (Fienil, General Albert Pike attorney "fgr the’ delegation
(g eVt i eanacotion with work i 1864, Pike liad addzensed
tow Conneil in the preeeding June asking for some 7,500

Hravings Do the Sabrormice o fodien i, 6T Comprce

ol Bn . R, 7548, o Bil) for the Keliel of tha Heirs of larse] Folio
"Ih‘, I'lElMl D.C. 1922}, . 2

. Cooper, . cin
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whish he claimed 13 an attorney fee out of the cnnh award
$250,000 from Congress. Cooper niade hia report on the corn py
cluses in 1862, und was usked to subnit it & necond Eime, ulso, iy
1865 wheo it swas approved by Pitehlyun, then Principal Cliief o
the Choctaw Kation, 8ud by D. N. Cooley, Commissioner of Indien
Wffaics who orderall 11 duly resorded i the Chostasw atcounta P
eettled.

Douglaa H, Cooper had nof served as Clioctaw fnd Chickasss
Agent withou olhers on the outside wanking Lie e

v

\ho sattled in Arkanias where e enguged nt differext Limes ay o
feneler, newspaper oo and attomey. Tl s molhlu_g of 8
“became for Lis verses 2 o0
ur |I|= duy Thuugh e metually knew e nbom [ndlun malters,
Pike had been retained 43 wgent ind itorney in Chostaw L]nllvl.,
by the Choctaw delegation in 1854, consisting of Peter P, Fitellyns
Istael Folsoin, Senuel Garland and mxon E. Lewis, A year later,
Pike being wiable to 3 in the Chvcluw work, e

8 & hew uonu‘nt.l. at Washington in Lhe
Nat Troceeds Claim with John T. Corhrane ns atloruey whe in
ttrn ook eare of & tumber of atioraeys dsocinted with him, Sn.
oluding Jolin B, Luce, Luke Lea (Eormer Commissiontz of Tudisa
%), and 1. T Denver (lnter Guvornor of Kanss). Pike vho
Jnew Uoshrane alwaya continued to claim ar. intereat in the Ko
Proceeds contract. Cooper gt no Eme acted us attorney in tha claim
efore the War, but as Agert he mude mauy trips to Wauhinglon
where he aided the Choctwr delepation ai the specig) reqoest of
the Chogtam Counail a fferent, Uimes und with spprotal of the
Commimioner of Indiun Alfeirs, T bricf woles on the comel
e bistory of the Not Proeseds Claim® werve to give ok
of Albere Pike's activities before 1861, aud ncquaintence wil
Cooper. Pike, who liad been in Washington during the winter and
spring of 1861, visited the Confederale Suthorities on his wey batk
To. Aekansts wad wis appointed early ou Bley & commasicner ¥
maks traties in bahalE of tho Conlcderate Staten it he Tudinr
nations and trites of the Tndian Torrilory, he himeelf having s
arged snch & poliny before Confederste offiainta.

5 John H. B, Lairiley Coanted for U Clonctam
of abe Checiaw Nation, in relotiun tn their elaini to the
erded. o ihe Tnlted Staten by the Treais of Dancine Ral
Eot ceatene 1o wany Inerested In i Chtet daith, ez o

% K. C. Shands, Chairnian uf Commiltet o0 n-!"'
muim Clovenianion <f Il Traoih 1wl Congrion 34 Soweion, Foke
prinind i 1673, horeafter ched as Shonk's Repo 1613,
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early in April, the Indian agents in the Indien Territory whe
eue prosouthenn in sentiment had aligned with 1he Confederate
States 2 mn] the Federal government sppointed new mon to theue
with the exception of the Choetawe and Chickasaw Agency
the two nationg were knewn 1o be pro-
O the part of the Confederate States,
mn had been appointed Superintendent of
'AHfatra and was Josated in Artmes where
pqlllllr‘l(‘ﬂl of Todian ngents for the Confederaey |
1+ ong spell of iliness, so when Alhert Pike
he Tudian Territory ta nogatiate ireaties with “the Tndian tFibes
mw i May, he of necessity had 1o lake over many of Hul ard”
1o usked Donglas }I Coaper 1o eontinue in is p
et Cigknstr Agent Goaper s bighty resmrdod. and
Tad the eonfidenee of Toth nations

Coaper arrived in Mort Snith from Washington, I €. by May
1 to find great excitement amang the Chociaws and Chickanaws.
The plea oF the Chickasaws audl other teibes earty in the year that
n strang furee of United States troops be kept stationed in the
Teeritory received no vonsideration from the War Departnent
Muceh 18 when onfers were wsned (o Licutenont Colonel
1. Emory while in Washington to repiir st once to Fort
to muke that post his hcudq\llmrs with the further eon-
mn(mlmn ur pil troops from Farg u " Fort
Washita escritied, aa ''an old-
ary poml. with wel] enmtrucled bu]ldmn in guu-i
repuir, 60 milos west of Fort Somith. Tn the meantine, a
#2alé. foree of Texans under orders issned the middle of Mateh, o
I!\- way worth led teken Fort Cobl, on April 17 ook over

e W this post haviug hecn abandoned the duy before

fedorate in sympathy
& ubbard o

hy the Federal forces in_commend of Colonel Kmary in view of n
wuperiar nwnber of Confaderate trovps, He tecelved orde
;‘m&[’ headquarters in J{anass while on his way townrd Fort Ar-

raw all Frdera] forces to Fort Leavenworth thun
an Territory epen to Gonfederate oceupation.

On May 95, the Chickesnw Legisluiture mecting in Tisho-

paeil ) strong_ resolution, approved by (overnor Cyris
2 o i« independence of the nnd Tavoring alli-
m“”vruh Ui Conkedernte Staten. this remolution ta be p

857 Cienal Register at Boggy Dapnt. On the ame dey
._a‘ the Logislature passed un wet adopling Donglas H, Cooper
Hebgreimbee of the © Clickasw et niied  ah vhe
Seet), W\Hem aud imrunities of & ciliven fuecording to the 111k

7 of the ganeral provistona of the Constitation of the Chic)

ed)‘n

}
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saw Nation."” This act was signed by A, Alenander, .?ealmr of the
Housn, Jobn B, Anderson for the Senate, and Qovernor Cyrus Haryig

m, was addrensed to “Blajor DDugllR IL Cooper, Chowtay
¥ Secretary of War T, P, Walker, Confederate State,

anwd nlnnlulungrv, Alalmma, May 13, mﬁl !nlpuwcrmg Cooper &
raise o mounted regitent of Choern icknsawa to be
manded by Wmo oin eo nptrnho wul]l Brlgnl]mr Grenerul Figg
BcColloeh who on the sanw (] "'t the commangd of
the disiriet embraeing the Ilulmn Tern!ury Iying west of Arkap.
vy and sonlh nl Kansas, " Thus Cooper was autoinaiieally "Colwul“
af The nrilers to General MeCulloeh, ulsn on May 13,
1 three toy valnntoer, ind
nd Lo and twe Tegiments
arginized ameng the Tndian tribes i the Territory,

On June 14, 1851. o proctamation was issued Ty Principal Chier
George Hudson, r authorily of an act of the Generg] Gowncil
on Juie 10, doel lr the Chneraw Nation **free and indepsident”
and in favor of en allianee with the Confederate States, The 'roe
Iamation further roquired wiliary Rorviee of all rmxm\s il reai.
the Choetaw between the ages of 18 and 45 v

o genernl s diapos

ed ite was ordered Fov 700 wen, or as * moar a8
4o roport For duty 1n the Mounted Regiment of Choctaw wnd Ohicka.
saw Riflemen in the Clnhdvmm Staten Army, ta bo comminded by
““Col. D. H. Cooper, of C. 8. Army.
ke, as Confedecate Commissioner began the Tudian
ons in the eatly summer of 1861, with his eonmis
wign llcmiqu rwrw Eirst loentor e commodions Creck boarding
aehool bui ¢ Asbury Mission near North Fork Town, Croek
\m.wu Ths Conterenots lfh Cooper before beginning his vworl
luable becouse of Cosper’s wide knnwlcdgr of lndmﬂ
Vtiurs s Gie Territaty. Fike compleled an
G Confederate States with the Chaotaws
treaty on July 12, slgncd by their respecti
bers of which had been nppnml!(l hy their nalio
Article XLIX of Llig ireaiy pi ibat the colope] in pommeD
of the Chestaw and Chicl k:um\n regiment Confrderate 5 ‘““:L
rm:

ould e apprinted by the President | tho licwtenant coldle)
i vmkgor, ehcted by mewer of the regliaat, drticle AP T ]
that twa mmn- or land for the nestey it each nation ehowld

seleated by th t and coded to the Confederate Staled. m,
s nnder thls pmwemn trat. Tk Westota. enmetond. the lwﬂ'-‘m
of the’ Chostasr aad Chickasar gancy. ' Shortly alter the sl
of the treaty, Douglas H. Cooper took the omth of nllegiance

¥ il At o the Cicksr Legilaus trdian Areine oklatoros HF
Inrmll Seeiety, Chickmaw 4680
e T g Ky
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Confederate States end the pledge 40 scoept the dhuries of Obostare
and Chicknssw Agent under Uia new government,

Cokei] Cooper satu had Lis military headquarters st Buck
greelt, abollt fon miles west of Skall lxlle, where the Tndians whn
eulisiodl for war serviee reecived their ]'u-ellmmlry rAming.
ergniization of the **Clioetaw nnd Chickns ent of Mmuuea
Ttifles? was completed Ty the Inat wm-'lg ;n July, yet ne avms or
nauntinitian hud beon furaished them in che Confederats Army.
Fawk nt fireaema swas the great obatacle in the Confederate gervice
of the [udian Tercitory throoghout the War, few suppli
the Tndian foreen since most of the guna end ammuniti
wp the Arkanens River wes kept for the troops in Atk
point of controversy |1|= wrar gervice of this Tegion wes the empluy-
ment ol Indlian trooms in the sarvies beyond the borders of the Tndia
bl . Commissioner Pike admitted the use of Indien troops
s AL [irst, ot least he did not oeppose it, Fet L 8oon 100k
ite stand agninst the use of armed Indien forecs other
s n goard within theie home country in the 'l‘mﬂnry Cnlnnel
Cooper on the other hnnd held thet the d ba
gsed unywhere needed in the western m.J.nm eumpl gnu nf the
Confederacy, and especially Fitted were thay for recuting duty in
tle ficld, Tle wrote directly 4o President Jeffersen Davi
letter dnaed **01A Chastaw Agency, July 25, 1361," ealling ettention
of his friend to the matter of the use of Indan troops as well to
ersnnal ALLETS relating to his serviee a3 Choctaw and Chickasaw
Agent,  Calone] Cooper elated in psrt a2 follows.

e weoma o be u dlssition € ey e Iodiane at howe. Tuia

I me n n{.u pollur. They are unfit for garelson duly, and woold be
[

! cxopee the froedom -lul which I wrlie, het tho Fork
Bl . o ok wrercobiog T et b o
Aialni 1 monLrilsg Infineacs on Battes i Noulamariors

€ontain Plke tma ioHmated that the holding for the ageney for Hh

ind Ghickasaws &nd chat of colonel gt tha raglient are ‘in
h e I ma e e SHEarL Of s oo it in identitied
B :vnr- o bronk e dorry wnd emecially to ek contrel of dhe Cbost
it Chlkyie: lke bimeolf hea m

Socta

FI
oy fate, bt bly hlm LA e b i o e g

inmn d“'_'ﬂ Tnm‘! ato sm tes hurlag adopted the ald Interoow
Bllitnre o

i, therd

n Tmow, o lgn b
e wiAian, Thiaed 100§

he.
»tﬂm- e m.u.x ot Didllnn_ wge:
vy o

. ‘Hin AL e

nn. "Dhm i hnl:ll all c-m perform the doties of
ml\m o ™) Orecr'y yopiment from Texmn IIIII lrrl'! oeur Wy camp, 10
nr l:;ﬂ o i, Soabt I Jearn, thor 1t T wemed. Tt Indinan

i (3 e e L conld not arm ovor T e “semicten 1o

—
an
ficiel Records, Vol. I, p, §14.
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The cutbrask of the War marks ihe hoginning of aunal: thay
make dhe history of the Indian Territory unique in the history op
the four yrara of eonflict hetween the North and the Seuh,
Mare than one lerpe valpme could he written ghomt the T. mhu
Torzitory if ane set Forth rnthl'\llly the background of events in thix
w—mn vegion and portrayed the many brave men that had a part
in (he War veurs, & prineipal one of whom was Doogles H, Conper
He was held in the lighest regard sud feeling a5 a rewl Friend .,.d
Ieader, by the Tndian pl‘np‘\e n the Terricory, particulirly the
Choctava this there way conlinngl
pressure agaiust him from ut':tll v ontside forces evon i the Con
federate rauks, for one thing becwse the Indion people who lnd
takew vpon the cause of the Sonth with Colowdl Cooper i their
midst were foreeful and semetling ta be reckoncd with in the faeq
of groat odds  Furthermore, Cooper wns loved uml hrld in deep
Ffcction by the men of hin commenil, Tndians and wer.]
Tinala have heen puhliched that portray (‘mpu o e s in
i history of ihe War in the Indinn 'l‘e'rrlwryn
T hoeks. written by thosg. who withont sequnints w\lh m
sountry and the peopls have pictured events and parsa
reribed in many records made by enemies, resorda prmmd lnd
presented wich o biascd llnﬂ oven vieious slant towatd rhose who had
espoused fhe Houthern enwse,

Douglen TT. Cooper did not establich hix permanent family ome
in the Tndian Territory yst the mammhors of his
cerned for his welfare,  His 1wo dughters, Fanny and Elizabeth in

pany with o faithful old Negro servant, “Nod.”” ran the Usion

thie midst.of he W with the uid of mey'. aband,
m Walker of Mliss creasid 1 sl

3 o Diorses il lrmr(-]od Worsebadd all the ww through
the witderatss 0 the m Territory where the two kil Joi
their father. They kept Horsn for Kim where he had
auarters, fart of the time at okl Skulgsille and part,
Washita, and vided in war
b, tutulin scical and some miwioney work.”Remance Iof Blia-

h Bloewmed md she i metried in the Tadian Tersitory o
r..Jy 27, 1863 to Thorton Ruckner Heixlon® n native Texan
served in Cooper's eommiand fhroughont 1he War, Temaining “"
General's warm and loyal admirer (0 the end of hig days.

A, The Ameivay Judian e Stmehohter ard Secoionit, [CEL
b jenn Indim as Pasticiunt in the Eivil FF

0. Th Ties vohame. ranken ravers. . somp 14 .
Heintan, hom July 97, 1841, m cw.n.uml' z.-.-m‘l
e Heinton, tor Heinan) Sl e

e W
Tezmr Waopa in the Confederste Armmy 1o Col. cm.,ew. .u. . ..ma nn ""ft

p !hmu.hnm e War. Small af niaturs e 3p paid 10
fenred Futithes A o the derid" Fid cepiuerd s large savr of Wf':.nu
o encaster, und wun immediats pramotion, T e it 4 few vates 9
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Ceawral Bougles M. Coaper, €54, w8

Golonel Cooper’s €irmst eampaign in the War was in tbe Inte
e Ursck leader who with
d Seminoles including women and
Slitven Imd 1eft their *“towns'" 3u_the Nation snd were soucenirated
pn the Hed Fork, or Cimarron River, some miles west of present
Tulit, Olklabonsa! Opotbleyahols hed not been a party 4 m
Greck treaty with the Conftederate States made by Alberl Pike
July 14, 1861, and therllure wes in oppouuou o e ¢ons
Crevh dul!:mrlllu He bad at fi ized

K
pnerslip of the Creekc propezty, be bad lined up with the Union
Uouer tor severel weeks sought to effect o pencelul nettlement
evieen u;munlnylhnln "t The Crogi ofCielaie e when he formnd
amtctipt and suspicion from the Creek leader, he decided

by "ot i Tolowera o 1> retogmiza the Creck sutboritiss
resenting the majoriy control jn the Nution, Colowel Cooper
line with General MeCulloch, Comuander of the Confederate
forees in the Indian Tareitory, et out From lis cmimp headyuurters,
oeaz Tilopthloes (few miles aouthwest of preseat Okemah, Okfuskos
Cowity} with six oompenies of the First Regimant of Choctaw and
Chickisaw Mownted Rifles, a detachment, of the Ninth Kegiment. of
Tess Covalry, First Regiment of the Creek Monnied Veluatees,
and the Greek and Semincle Battslion traveling in the
sireetion woreh toward the Cimarcon River {or Hed Work af e
Arkoss). Opotblcyabely’s encumpments were lectied near thia
siver nome priles west of *“Tuliey Town,” and in  hwrd cawpsign
thres battles or Jreary ik rumishes were [lm[hl. at Round Hountain
orth of the Cliusto Talaill (Cnvmg Sunhs on Bird
Cresk] wnd u.usumuu. {on Homiuy Creek west of present S
touk). Opothleyahola's “Lu,.l recia’ beld theie ai the first
batile at Kound Mountei n the second battle at Chustenallah
(December 26, northenst of 'l‘ulxu near present Turley), Colonel
anrs troups bad the advantage but were foreed to withdraw
iy use his ammuaition was short, He sent word fu Colencl Jamex
foclutosh, Sucond Arkevsas Mounted Rifles, gt Yun Buren, ssking
Peinlircoments, and on Docember 20, set out from, Fort Gibecn,
tr Jrders oward Tulsey Town tgain. The third buttle af

g“'“'he--h ullali resulled in s tout of the “Lopal Creeks, with
",""‘ icyaliou and many of bis f mn fhe 5 nnrth in the midsk

d i
o, iBlE winter storm gnd £ ing in Jansas where
r f them ronmined g3 nfugeu dunw the w"h Al their

n\nn whcnh Iy I..: Idg hat be 1]
PRy * wan ol  ien urgiog tha e mas sl on
“‘“l o ol ool e D and e T i s 1 . oo
s birthdar, m, Fa lm. "B ettt 30 the Indian Teerh
Ui m"al i ihier,

e """u.‘“ long thet _n‘. um.l e alire Inngu
e verve
E 5}'}:":.:’,”‘ o b Bonham, Teiak, for mauy seare.

ds, Val. vm PR 533,
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‘honsehold gonds, wagons, cattle and horses wera destroyel ar caphuray
by the Confedcrates.

Colonel Cooper on bis part vas docply disappointed and eop.
werned, even incensed at the outcome of the Battle of Chostenahiah,
for be had planzed wich the reiuforcements Promiscd 1o sorcound
nud caplace the enemy Greeks. Dut, 1o Colonet Uaoper’s vurprisy
Colonel Jaimes Melntods . commend: of the relnofeements Wead
on ahead without infarming Cooper and luunched the atiack apaios
Opothleyahola's Tarces thus leaving o point opon for their esoape,
Cooper as ' Col. . 8, Arny, Commanding Indian Doportment,

Tirst._campaign dirset o Whe Sevrotary ap
, 6k Michmond, Virginia, in swhiek repog
Cooper severely crititized Colonel Jaraes Melntosh Eor having goe
on ghend and jusde ou nitack on the enemy before his own Troops
and Colonel Stand Watie's Chevoker forces sould avrive snd oo
operate. Cooper further st Forth i his report the *“fatiguing stogr
of seven dogs’” fellowing Uis thivd battle, over the whole country
Ilely vecupied by Opsthleyahiolu’s forces “‘secomplished over -
eeedingly Tough and bleak country, hall the time withoot provisons,
the weather very vold (during g i voze to death)'!
and endured with ““great fortitade by the afficors wid e’ of iis
comm The uppurent lack of cospezation umeng the Confedorate
furces wnd the weskness of the victory in the wonpuign sgains
Opatbleyzholn reveal tie buckground of (roubles (hut arcse in the
wey of diseard, disseusion, and imsuliord v that afflicked the
Confederate and, also, the Federal arny divisions it 1he West duriog
mush of the War,

Albert Pike iu the weantime lmd completed his ussignment of
Indian treaty making in the signing of {ho Confederute tregty with
thre Cherskee Nation vn October 7, 1861, He siuu west. lo Ridhmond,
Viegine, remainius there until weil into the winter ufier being
uwmsigued to the command of the Department of Indian Tortitary, 8
Brigadier General df the Provisional Army.® General Pike chos¢ 3
site dor hin headquartcrs south of the Arkanmay River, some for
teen miles west of Fart Gilwon (abont & mile north of present Mus-
kogee) where extensive fortiFieations were built under Lin ond
and named Fort Davis, Colonel Coopr in coninand of the Chot
law and Chickesaw Regiment wos actively emgaged in the fiekd 20
the Cherokee Nation vhere trouble botseen tha Confederate Ch2,
kees and the Federsl symputhizors (mestly full blood members of U
Keetomwbn. Society, called ‘' Phus'"} threatencd, civil war. Qmry
Pike published orders at Little Rock that in effect relicvod Colo%
Copper of g commang, in the Cherokige Nation but seor, (Mar
1861} General Pike himself was issued orders by Major Ger
Earl Yan Dorn, Commanding the Trans-Misvissippi bishrict e’
PartEent Mo, 2, to march Lis [orees including Colonet Stand W

1 Orders of Nev. 22, 1980, J2id. . 630,
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Hegimeut of Cherckee Mounted Volunteers, Colomel Johm
s First. Regimeut of Cherokee Seotniad Tt ehd Coisant
") . Melotush's First Hegiment of Cresk P Mo
e Noriliern Arlmsw, [ the swift movement of Gonfedersto
P ops and hwrried ondor feom Genoral Van Dorn's besdauariers,
Geverul Like Toveived Little consideration, th wuppliea of clothing,
i and mmmupition ntcuded for lis Tudio foreen béing divertsd
for 1 aung i Arkunsas and otber divisions yet the poorly
o lndian regiments and_sdmirable part in
e et b o Hilge on Mo By 1662, " The hattla peoved &
A steous defeal. for the Confedarutes™ Colonol Coopur With the
Chooww sud Chivkssaw Regiment wes efficiont In covering the
otreut of the niterly demoralized forces of Qedaral Van Dorn'a
aroy. i
Genoral Pike wax now in virtual connand of General 5, Mo
Cultach’s nod Colanel James Melnosh's deperizienta, thess two
G oviag hesa kiled 1 action durmg e balle. The fack
idat e bireet find ruceived little consideration and LLat his roups
ing oficars in the Trans-
o further fask that

part the ludian forces had had in the fightiog werp slighty that
L}-nnml Pike eould mob overlook, He withdrew his command far
om L border of Arkansas and esteblished big hesdqmariers at Fort
HeCulloc which Lé ordsred consereted ouly 8 few mila east of Fort
Woshita, 0l Nail's Croasing on Blue Ejver, with the plaa of eon-
centeatig bis scoltsred Indian and white forces ub this acrategie
plrce on, the Texus Road as & larrier sgainst possible invasion of the
Federal sy from ths north st

Jatsnet, Cooper, resking offieer i the Conlederate department
o ﬂm Ludian_Territory_ west alter Brigadier Generel Pike, wi
orders Trom (e Geubtal’s headquarters ot Tt Metiliach
Py 1662, wssigning him to the command of all Confederate
#ud allicd troj, Indinn and white, torth of the Cansdien, except
Colowel John Jumper's Semincle Dattelion. Two days Jeter fhe
#ame urdure n briet form were imyed, sinting that oll ordem to the
Govzs ol of the Camadian *will pass . Colon
par, urei
g

rong!
g general of brigade.” ki Couper’s_nsai
1 Bicet, the fuvasion of Federal troops toming iute the Territory
"0 Kunsss, and in part a movement woder orders issued by General
Ditia, IIDA 203+
..,h:‘.{’f' et m’m The lollowisg siatement i wn from
Bl e i Cuiedeents Hemons oo Oaboan. Hopored oty
Brigads, -hlcd oo 2 ke, Pt WeCola
e decing

e o ds n‘.;iﬂw e h'“ﬁnﬁ'w ot
oot ‘!:I-m wp«: are .m.nfn. ong slanrly—Fle bay commen
'llﬂyql md.:rbﬁ d lh: n_ der of hin daps bere— The Gen'l. it nu
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indman, commending the Trans-Misisippi Distrior,
w emm Vike for the ncgent dupateh of troopy 1o the #id of
Arkaoses A proemptory order recsived by General Vike on July
11 from General 1indman commanding him to make all bpste himselt
10 Arkanses with wl hia forees from the Indien Territory failed 15
move Pike He renigned his command and sskied, for @ leavs of
nboence tie same day st Fort MeCullooh where he had remained
e beginning af General Ilindman'y orders in ng wrlhng replicg.
o ki snd ot offizers selliug forth complainia 2 troops,
pline, and e s e:planlhmn
o el he aamld mot earry out orders of hig yuperior. e mainthined
that, “*One white regiment. makes more fum, grumbles wmore, butohe;
ot ‘more lies, and & more trouble in cne duy then all the Indien
troops sud people in one year,” He atated further 1kat he had only
talen over the d— coiimand  in the first place (14513 ocaun,
after waking the udiau ¢reatica he Zelt responsible for the couniry,
and when be remioed 10 the Ternxm. he bad ' found E\laryllnng
was going Lo LLe devil.””  General '8 letter to General
3 £ dnge aler Lin TESEUATION TES 56 sareasile i tane (" e e
cesslul exertious thiat kave been used to render we Lielpless are being
Tollowed by the legitmate resnlis”}, so lacking in mLI:ury eondye,
and courtesy (Lt ouc wwy be led to believe Generul l'ike's recent
cotrse had been one of insubordinstion, He went to further langths
snd published  proclumution the end of July to Uie chiefs
people of the Indinn nations setting forth yricvances snd prophecis
sgainut the Confederate departmenis that well might imve discouragsd
the Indians a .1 Lot e sume time weokeued the sauthern cansa before
1he Federal if the paper same inta their Lenda  Ou the olher
hand, ngeral Puhe addrensed & letter to Pregident Davia, dated
from Fort Washita Augusc 1, 1602, in which he set forth the militars
needs in the field of the Indien Territory and reeommended. thiz
appointment of & superiutendent of Indien Affairs at oee

When Colenel Cooper at Furt Davig receined » copy of Pika
proclamation to the Indians he immedintely ardeced any cops®
found taken out of cirenlation, mod WWiking tbe General partizly
derlnx!d rod n dangerons person in Ihe Indign Terrifory in vie®

of the Federal Army's '‘lndian kxpedition'* alves cross I8
dorders Erom the north, erdered Fibe's arrest which woa folly o
dman.® Tiits feud bowweea Pike and Hisdmit

he wilitary depnnmcnu all the way 1o Bﬂ
thond, aid resulted i a nomber of appointments nd thanges

Truns Mississippl D:imn A few wulm after his m.gn.wm Gﬂ"
sral Pile visited hin family in Little lock where be wes geapied
ienve of absence from milifary duly by Major General Theo] ‘beopbilos B

GJL HRerards, VoL XIIT, pp. RS9, B, RSS.
BHN g s 557, %1 1, b
‘or references to Gen Pike's arcent, nee ibid, pp, 402, 850, 908 ¥
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{einigs, vommanding the Truzy Missssippi 1
gout Tavis's desision ou Plke's resignition wan made loiosm.

Genetul Pike soon went to Grayson County, Tezas, where he waa

pepocteil inplicated in & diloynl society, and from thenee late in

Piaber, (1662) want back to Fort Washite where he ws hout ang

authoriy gssumed command of the Confederate Torecs I

“Pike’s firal orders now had to do with movement of |ron|1||

o Fart, Cobb where in attuck on Ostober 24, ¢
- I

the serrible mussuece of the Torkuwa Indiams, the meat logal
o the Confederncy of uny western tribe. The repatt, of these tragedien
Houid the flames againt Fike sud his inmediate apprebension 4nd
arcest demd or nlive were ordered by General Hindman. General
{ooper reeeived @ letter at Fort Gibson, dated Octaber 31, with
dirgatiois Teom n to respeet no trders from General Pike
anil if the Iatter interferred with the commend, Cooper chould
vesist iy |||(erferznue ming the foree necemary for the purpoue.’
Generul Pike w st Tishomingo on Kevember 14, and five
dag lutee el Warren, Texas, in estody of n deinchment. of Shelby s
direwsed & letter to Prawident Davia stuing, “la o
" thc Indlian uounlry i Jost.

Colonel Cooper bad taken over the comand of the Imhm Tetn
tory in August, and from roporis Lhst he received Iio
wissioned lrizadier General abunt. the middle of the mnnlll & Didh
lwund On Angust 20, 1862, General Holmes jmsued orders in the
ssivippi Department attuching the Indimn Tereilory to
b Tistrin e Arkanas, compesed of the states of Arkansas and
Mizazuri und the lndum conntry west thereef, M, i
man eonnrling.”” General Coaper was in the (i
Nemtanin, Missoari, when u ipeua\l urder \vm issucd, et Riehmond
2: er i3 assigned to
Mfmn ™ unne of uel of Congress

w])

Bermitting anel; assigament.”

The Confadernts catopiign I the nortiern pazt of the Mertory
204 over the border in Missouri during g, summer and
Wi s rongh ol Sspelly Tor Colone] Cooper in constamly
Tally l'uru:i myminst kack of supplies, feed for horses and

e reported  slitmish &l Neosho, Missoori

iy o praise caumel be awarded Cal. Stand
c Al iy Trme men for thoir <emseless vigined on Uhe Morthern
S U Cherolioe Kation wnd cheir pmllaniry i ottesking ang
force of reguler, well edoral Uroops.”

ian Bxpedition’” (Northern Indian and while troops
as abandoned, though n detachment in July veachsd

lmz
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Park Hill where Cliel John Ress end soue of his oflicers Were ar.
cented gnd takeu beck with ic Terceating Federals to Kansas whary
he wes parollsd. Utoper's report on Uie cogagement at Newtoniy
seain proised the brivery wad cooluess of 1 men—ezaan oug
Indiss—in the face of cuperior mumbers, espocial

beuriug of Colonel Tandy Walksr of Use Fifst Ghouiey 4nd Chicig.
sarw Uogiceat. e fus alyays Tound ut the bead of his rogizaent iy
the thickest of the fight, eucoursging

e recvtimes o horscback duriog Sa¢ yiole dey ai dtseaped wnlure
Gooper gives this drainatic soone it the eavalzy action at Newond

Colonsl Haywo ol hls Junclura rocofvad ordeca 46 eharge (ip snstiys
{afualzy, aod wf o beid of 1 whem 41 Gn 4AL ERIERUY IELS W o

Latpleg the sienn fe mol the enemy, when o sharp {Ight logk
Plhea: ab BBk P m ToToe e of e semrs, Bruers, -
fuaiey.’ s compellad. alier Sescsaling b o BV
G&11 Lack 16 thelF origIaL BOSIHION, LOGST COVer O the BI0DG 1eDCa. AL Uiy
mumsnt the Firat Cioolsw aod Colciasew Raglments ol by Llucisnca:
Colanel Walker, ontred the teva gt 20ll sallop, udeed (hrough ¥ikuut

haltlng,
Herenia " Hesion  sers
wrtillary lnd hilnnu}'. Coloasl §bel
Calenal Gordon commandiog, hel Ja e snean
i tahan 5 kil o the 3600ttty ing
u Choeiawe, aoh dtms Lnem Dot i |uwn ani 20 thvm 10

ient” umea by Liituounl Caronel Watier 204 By

The Pederd] forues Wore pushed bk but with l.my reinturcs
ments soou oubiumbered the Conefderates near Newtonia and ware
rerdly to miturk on October 4. At thiz point, four Texas regiments
weré withdrawn from Cooper's command by orders of Brigudier
General James §. Raines, thaugh Cooper wes under Rajnes's ordem
t0 invade Kansas. Colone] Cooper wes uow compelled 1o ordsr hin
Indien troops, mest of which Jiad gone south (wany oo furlough by
orders of General Hindman) to <encemrate at Fort. Wayne, The
Indians were slow coming to (his post in the Cherokes Nation ainot
sti¢ for anotlier campaign beyond The bardert
Ty in view of winter, with thsir own Jack of
£rms end wnunition, clothing wnd shoes and no femd for their
Lioruss.

On October 22, 4 strong faree of Federal uom, of lhe Seem-d
and Third brigades, led by Brigadier James 0. Blust, col
the Firet Division of the Atuy of the Frontier, -m:ked Fart. Wl}”'
nd grorwielued Colanel Conper's amall force, he himself very W
and Colonel M. W, Duster of the Indion Dotislion bhaving Lo 8k
wommand 4 TJm Todians fonght desperately, Colonel Stand Welt
with & part of hiz troops ably eovering the Tetreat with rein!
ments met. on the way to Fart Davis, Tbr ‘Battle of Old Fort Ways?
w5 the begioning of some Federsl snecetsss in the Indian Territeff ¥

40 43id, pp, 115,
AL pp 3812,



Genesal Douglas N Lavper, CFA. m

Fort Gibson saveral moatls luter was taken over and remeined 3
Federal stronghold 1ho remainder of the War.

Deeember, 1802, found Colonel Gooper at the old Choetaw
sgeey ot Skullyville, ot fully revovercd from bis recent illucs and
Ziwler Eirain 40 gain recoguition of his forces in the Teans-Misissippi
pepurtmcnl, holding out by slirmishing end seouting taclics ngaiost
tig ilvamee of the Federals from the North, Thers would huve hean
ettt elaneds of seeuring commissary supplics fur the Indian rogi-
pcnts Lirongh his office ss Superictendent of Indian Aifuirs but
Wiy tomtiission of appointment to thiy offiee wae held wp pending
slwrges of drunkeness against General Haines in lris recent action aftar
(ke Ttattle of Newtonia, the charges also invelviog General Cooper,
brought by General Holmes, comzignding the ‘rans-Mississippi De-
porbmeut. al Holwes weg relieved of his énlies on March 39,
1863, Licutenant Qeneral E. Kirby Bmith havieg taken over his
compnd on blorch 7 under instructions of the War Dopartment
ut Riclimons], issued some weeks eaclier. DBrigadier General Wil
Steole lisd been asigned Gemersl Pike's Indiau Departoent in De-
eember, 186, as part of the Arkansas Distrier, and astuned eom-
mand at Fort Smith on Junuary 8, 1863, where Le bad lis head-
quarlers for six months

Goneral Steele, & West Point graduate came to Fort Smith a
stranger to tuke over  command that wos cousidered a *graveyard™
for repututions. He would reorganize Lis forces to hold uie eouthern
Bulf of (ho Tercitory (Choctaw ud Chickasaw Nutions) against
Fedoral invasion of Texus. He reporied ihat conditions in tha Indien
Territory were ploomy: resorrces of the country exbevsted, the
people desponding, and the troops demoralized and il equipped.
Generul Uooper, however, proved the mainstay and was Ll by
Gencral Steele for rendering jmporignt service and for wida
kuowledge of the Indians, Ceneral Cooper though he was Genersl
Skcele’s enior in of militazy eerviee in the lield remeined in
tomomnd of the First Brigade compesed of Indian Tegiments and
}t-p:_t::inm and of troops of Texas cavalry and rangers, in (be Indisn

itory,

o

g Peenber, 1862, alan saw General Alhert Pike wetive in hia
oo a. Little Rock, the ebarges that bad brouglt bis serext hevivg
e mkled Dy the militavy orders against him in the
r;:!. he now sought retal wrong Lbat be thought bad
ren. dune lin in the Trans Mississippl Departaigat. He add
Z=0thing lotter to Mujor Goneral Holmes on December 30, persinally
embuging him A2 Such n sten maturally aligacid him witl Lle political
Trad in Arkansaz who were open in their severe criticism of the
g L-MlissSssippi Department, pmony whim were Thtss Who crught
fluenee jia wppointments end military orders. Pike bagan &

—
" Ancuizan fndian as Paviiipamr in the Cidl Wav, pp. 33151
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a against. Cloneral Sisele going 8o fer 59 to publish a letter 4
l.-mcrul Elohn basedt g nidsinformation that was injurious to Qenw
Stoele Who TeFusod 10 Suter into Ay MEWSPRDET CONITOVERY,
ticulurly in (he present condition af the wumry The trwble alw

tusing hig commang of
Tareaaid 1o ve eoe thromgh Someans Wi b
the Jong ip and lopaliy of {he Chickoraw legders and Teen o}
Ceneral Cooper's command sities the beghming of the Wor provel
the teport wntrue. James Gamwble, a eaptain in the Chickasaw
Dattalion, wrate from Tishomingo on Apsil 15, 1863 To Genera) E.
Kirby Smith #

far 2 wy oowlsigs autends In
Couy

sEard 10 the feslinge of chy
Id o matialled wity
Coiaten Tonn . and epammer i T

had wco plecod wt Lthe hend of the Indiys
b aovved 15 a1 su irl Jaly iy Colekmna. Laiition. e bah

o caues
\naiac brigade, It eaunst  smanats frow e Chickasar
people, but would cather diat be shou ned, ad Wist mere troora

Taced o dufend il mun Tarritory hap has bost
m aganl, ! ean £ L
ard wes, nerstors,
teslings wars

- or severah 5
Wb ol satlonal, sud nd
eyl S o i
Chickasaw. oxprows. wny. diatliactocy Jangusgo woward Gunoral Soopst
sincy be wes wpaointed oy tholr wgo

The folluwing day st “Tishominge er communics-
than ez addroas to ienera! iy S, diaugh Gengral Iokes
expressing the nimess confidence in Genc per otk wa

aent, than wheny on ong can . wigher in the oplaion
of the Chickaswws, and eu a_general Whom ey lave unanimossly
placed at Il head of 1 ¢ raised i defese of rir
coutliry and_the Si s signed by Goverper
Winclicster Colbert, Naiiondl Secrelary o “Hacriznm, Captain
Jumes Qucble, B ‘Governor Cyrmu Harris and Judge Wilkon Lose
of the Probute Court, Chickusaw Nation. A fow weeks enthior i
:[ml ﬂ.nml Steele i written General Holmes, com

am iwippi Department, nlllmg mu General (:m-p-r"
uz- wzu too veluable to part with * it was left
cretionkry’ with him {General Stede).

There wers fraqnent scouting expeditions by detashmenis ©f
both Federal and Confederale troops and severe skirmiabes in e
Cherckse couniry partioularly ermund Fort Gibson in the -pﬂ'";

and gnmmer of 1883, Ceneral Cooper wilh bis Cavalry Brigade o
Indizn end Teraa troops arricd on continuous operations W

O Oyficict Records, Vol XX Pr. 23, p, 1177,
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Cengral Douslas W. Cooper, L5A. 11

ritems of General Stesle, in the rogion slong the Arkansas west o
l,,,. of Fort Gibson to keep the Federsl forces from permnnenl]y
eblishing themselves fihesg

Mojor Goneral James . Blunt, companding Tiwict of the
Frontier, U, 8, Army, arrived with w henus train of supplics st Fort
fitoon {liencetorth catled Fort Blunt until the end of the War) on
July 11 and ordered boats constroeter i onee to cross his more
ihe 3,000 trooms over the Arkanzas River swallon by resent rains,
The Federal foree then marched down the Tesas Road in a gengral
minaiga south in o m_Territory with its aim the invasion
of Texas. Qeneral Crgper had coneentzated his immediately avail.
able Ireops on Elk Creek, with hin headquarters at o temporary
,mj, depot at Honey Spnnp west of the Arkansas in the Creek
Nation, DBrigadier General E. L, Cabell, commending the Confederats
Brigads of Arkansas and Texas troops in Mortsestern Arkanses,
B ardercd formard by General Steele 1o reinforte General Cooper
bue did not make the long distance to Elk Creek until n fow d-ys
after July 17, on the morning of which General Blunt's farces bey
an attack on Gensral Cooper's position. The battle that Tollemed
ihal dax, g?nnu'lly rafecred to wa the Battle of Honey Springs, it

counted the mejor engugement of of the War between the States in
e Tudinns Terrtorg. mith well equl]'pe wnd, in.
fantry Lroops supparisd by B strong baliery of guus s well an

lnwmzm attached to the wulry all_in regular battle rnmmwn
commanded by Gemeral Blunt. The Confederate aniunition sup-
plics bronght. Erom Mexico through Texas proved useless, Ihe powder
dimolvad 1o B damp paste in the sestnt rainy weather yel Cooper's
Indimn and Texans with practically mo wrtillery held in line, The
baitle hal begnn ubont three miles north of Elk Creek and snded
in & kot contest ot Honey Eprings sbout & mile soutl of 1he creek.

Confaderntcs began a retreat which Cooper desci
of the batrie: “Toa much preise vk b anvrded e troops for the
ealt of 6ll military m

rmnfcmmlnh were on the way, !mlmg Gune
commend back o Fart Gibagn at onee to profest
]

Gem-rnl Bteele immed
he fleld. within a

Iy Wok pereonal command of his Forces
ceitratiog Cooper’s and_ Owbell’a

b "
tigw,
,m;;w i the general zogion of Elk eeek where he wawited reins
Al (o0 & Texan brigade before begiiming cprations around
Again. Within a short time, Cabell's Atkansas tr

i
852, 4 and Val. 22, Pu. 1, pr. 45761,
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began deserting by the Tandreds eaeli diy; Uie vomaining ol
troopn were penenilly seabiored, buving to depend upon grasing then
korsen on prairie grus for foed several miles Tron The Main. erieamp.
ment; and the Mesican ammunition supplies were agein provi
waelews, the pawder & dump jaste. General Steele undor ticse eir
nmstunees in view of aunther Fedira) advanes now adopted del eluring
tantics by withdrawing his forees, the mui part of which was Goverel
Cooper's Cvaley Brigade, anul sncamping south of the Canadian i
the Choctmw country.  Detachments of Federa] troops. following
Steele’s conimand sncceeded in cupturing Conledeente supplics sty
along the Texsy Road, ineluding the Inrg! Confederate hospitad g
North Fork Town in the Creek Nation. A huvy skirmizh teck
pluce at Perryvilie on Anguat 2, 1863, when General Cooper's rear

v was alfarked by Federn] dernchmonts and the toru with
starchonses of Confederate supplies burued 45 Cooper's Brigude con.
centzated ot Boggy Depot was soon back and melive n the Beld again,
in the northern part of the Choctaw Notion while Cabell’s forees
operated in the region west of Fort Swirh which fall without any
resistance ta the Federal Lorees on Seplember 1. 1863, A few weoln
Wnter, Gentrsl Steele withdrew the white Taaps m hu <comuand,
ordering General Cooper wilh Iis Indian rexm o keep up 8
dﬂnlmry wnr!'nm 0 botd 1he Folerals Erow foraging rm-nys sroumd
Fort Sm

The lmmn troaps wnder Genernl Gooper's command were ef
Testive In holding the Iins aguins: Basion of Texns firough the
Indiga Terrilory, an approzimnle 260 mile Tine of seattered i

ecupied by

extending ol of e Arkasts and Cunndian rivers nest from 16
Potean to Camp Melntosh in the Leased District. There Were manf
brushes fker 1863, and one beavy skirmish ws loet o Ahe eneny
Mittlle Bopgy bnt this Confederste line waz lield to the eod

o1

1l
Conditiona in fle Tndian Territory wore lard in view of the

Federal sucoesses during the summee of 1863, though these

were not duc to a lack of superior geaernlship nor of skill and T8l

in the Confederste lines. The grent, distance of this wosteri £rontith

Jays in the trensport of military orders and snpplies over wiklerns®
ramds. The citizens of the Indikn nations were dishenrtened b
wuceessfn] Federal invasion of the Territony , most, of the soufier®
gronne went south and liv ngeor in fhe Chostarw Ni
espevielly tho southern Chorokees, partisuns of Stand Watis T
their nation raviged and actually occupied by Fedemnl troopd: Co
voios of the Confedorate Indian forces opainst these it
came throngh the ''United Nations of the Indian Terzitory’

R, p. 5.
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peen orpimized al Forth Fork Town during the fast moving events i
Sfay, 1861, with Rebert M. Jonos, promiment mizedblood of the
cmm Nation as president.  Delogates fmm mh ul’ me u-x
embor nations—Five Civiliesd Tribes
fegular and called eessions of the Grand Couml fmm 1uss at Clwhm
Hisoba (Armstrong Atademy) o the Chaetaw Nation to onsult ot
matters of mutual intercat in tha Territory.

organizerl 43 the Tndinn Territory Department reparete from Arkapsas,
.ml that Genetnl Cooper be placed in command, Ioding leaders and

s ropremeuting Ohein segaraic’ gomorrmenty (Seminole, Croal,
(‘Ilemkew Chickeaaw and Chostaw) addressed resolutions end mem-
orials 12 the Confederate War Depnﬂmenb end President Davis neging
guel getion.  Colonel Tandy Welker {former governor of the Chiottaw
Nation), enmmanding the Fivet Choctaw and Chickesaw Regimenk
wrote directly (0 President Davis, presenting the matter 10

The quention of axain creating the Indian Terclbory 8 separale mititary
deparimeat, %4 Snderatand. DaE Ueen Lrowidl up. W hopo I may be
etentel. Sinee it bun been attuched te the TraneMizsissippl Distrlct the
sty and peools bave silrered asveraay.  Supies i runds sor vay of
troaps, baviog to pae through so many hands, ars long delayed, and masy
them naver reach ve. Ar!lnul mmm-; 1saders strioped the Indlag
roxlded for it Troops thet had boes
pcuny DuTDes of defanding e Todlan coumry sars el
1Lt & tirte the enemy was Ieading 11, ardl inelr servicse MOEL
tand It aa hm ey coul
ce. n ng. be mined, a d svon
Tekchod (he horder of Lanlr countey, yat pasad inla. othar hands, with the
smeoptlan of & 1w silts, und ity o Uk Lricks ith
e o (hin it s WEICL of <EmplAI, DA L0 B
D atccumty of Creating e TeCTiery & bophtale GEbATLMGDE  BUE NBID
ToJually deolre (L o bo made so, wo are feurful mat seme tavorlls
Lasimg ey pollician oiey be & £OMIMBN 1t aa W
i Chom wr Joaklng to aud ace
tnd, Artansan polidsinas

wreatier, and police o, that Sras bave

‘t [ it for the mood of the State or ladas

o dexte

T g ¥ out Ihl denarimeat he saTaTH

BEpainl 1o the mmmnnd of
™S evar; con

:0. Who hng
w m. 2 s

£4
gx

i
h.?.‘,,"rlm s
UTERTT Vider Latora ve SUL ne subsibicess And 48

W
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he aloge swod by 1. nd
irmy fa the most ln‘l\mma!m:ul Pk
end protact Un 'holl couniry. This ls the e ABove All Glhors we
denlre to be placed Jo commaad of the Departm the [ndlen Tarritsry,
The mutter of separating Indian Territary from the Arhn-u
District wax brought to & head in the Trans-Minsimippi Deparimen,
in September and Qetaber of 1964 Genersl Kishy Smits publingy
& circolar addressd ta the paogls of Ackenaas, Touinians and Texss
 cheiz perilons condition and catling upon them for vigorogy
ef[nm T save their states from dnvasion. pers clain
of seniority of rank over General Steele had not been sated npon in
the War Department. at, lichmond ‘when he wrote General Kithy
Smith the latter part of August Genern) Smith in his reply ra
assured Coaper 1het be had th Hhe bigh opizion a1d cuspast Gf Ka
anperiars who regarded him as a ** man of ability and patr
Smith furtier stated that Goneral Cooper rmm:l e e
fidamce of the Indian people to u gremter desres than iy ane bl
it imperative for Wl fnterests of the Confederaey (hat bs
&3 their cormmzander; he hoped that General Conper wonld
rewoneile himel to his pressnt position watil the o extion of rank
sonld,be setled by proper auberity, end thel in the meenlita be
d uive Qeneril Suelo bearty coopecation aud support s bi
e et wpduos soeamant
The -/ Departwent ot the Badioy Torriory " wes sepazated frum
the ** District of Arkamsas’’ on Outober 8, 1883, Brigadier General
Hrede commanding & Widespread. oppesition had now devsoped

Irect U8, ADd Placad bty
lons to check the amomy

aguinar him in the Confederate forces of the Terriory. ln fhin
Qeneral Cooper 6gain wrote to Ceneral Kirby & atating that
sehile lia would nor *dispurage Genersl Bresle’s m yet e had
seen from (he fitst that Stecle’s Jack of aequaintance with the peepl

and Uic topography of the Tadian Torritory would mean foslnre in kv
admisistration of tlva Department. The offisers of Stecle's cowmadd,
both Indiens and Texans, felt that an sgercasive eenipaign s

the tnemy in the Spring of 1862 would have clearcd the Indian et
toky of accupancy by Federal forces. Colunel Stand Watie ¥
convinced that thic wocld have proved true. Officers u tht‘. 'l‘u"
Cavalry traops that had sersed i the Indien Brigade w ral
Cooper for the pest (wa years wrale General Kirby Smun -k : Jor
the grganization of the Indian Depariment ad sllu"g Lol
commands, while we regtacd the prosent oma;

Steele, as o genfleman end cificient officer, General
Cooper would barmonize the Lroops in (he departoynt, and umvl".’.
more good then wiy ether officar (hat wight ve plaved in cowmand

o
i
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Both the Chicknsow Legistuture and e Chostaw General Conbeil
quring the first week iu October petitioned the Confederate War
that Genersl Codper be placed in Tull command of the
General Sicele in' view of such pelitions besides
the iaiief sncalg nany of Lis iroops that Geners] Cooper was bis
Lenior n rank asked to be relicred From hin command, orders for
hich wert: imued by Qeneral Kirby Smith on December 11, 1663.
These ardecs wlsu pluced Brigedier Geaeral Sumugl E. daxey im
w,mm.m of the Indiun Ter me day (Daumbu- 11,
637 the Adjmant A
Fsenint” ta Duvis, roviewing Cooper's eommission
anil Fank, stating 3 **Brigadier General Steele wau .ppmnned Qetobmr
3, 1662 to take rank Sepbemher 12, 1862, Brigadier
Wns mpRainted Jone 23,1863, to ulu rnnli Ma\ 2, 1&@3 gt
vet begn naminuted for confirmation. ““Indorsement”! fuether
reemmmiender that Gemeral Cooper h, ]lllu!d in entire command of
e Imlum I!rplﬂment and ihat lio iske back rank ax 'hr ndier
respoud fn u.- date of his former commasnd, gincp he
s eeing b1 Whe <apacity o ler geasral early in 1845, Thia
arer ‘:mcmcnl seems Lo )nfer hat Genenl Cooper would be senior
in a

The Secretary of War iwued orders out of Richmond on January
9, 1864 amigning Brigadier General D. H1. Coaper to the " commend
of all the Indian tranps in the Treus-Mississippi Department on the
borderss of Arkalulns. wt the same time relieving General Steele for
duty elsewhers in the Depavtment. Under direction of Lieutensnt
Oeneral Wirby mmﬂn sent ont frem his Shm ort headquarters,

Gemeral Cooper wonld be still under orders of Brigedier Ceneral
Maxes, The unoerumuu of his position at |ll|u perticuler time in
the Teeritory, with his of 1 of
Iﬂdmn Affuirs xuu not mcted npon, led Genml Cooper ta addree
o literts with gopies of the differcnt orders un hia appointments,
h' ta Peesidlent Davis on Februury 23, 1964, in which Cooper
make 1o complaint and shell make none &nd will do all in

b " ta defend this sountry, but should be glad o know

n:':: et The Offieial Tscorda show that Cooper's Tatter with T
rdures s not out of line with other permama) communications
M:s- Jmnlllzr officer and offieial uddrv.wed to President Davia

i

Uigggecial repart of the Inspaotor Genersls office in the Trem-
ﬂnllaa Nepariment in the llwantnne pointsd out the peorly
S anmd and disciplined troops in the Southwestern forecs.
Cnn ; Brigade slong with el ather Texan and Indus
m.,", £ were erivieised in this, As an sxample, Colond
m- vum hig Cherokes Regiment while ndmired for sonrags

2 b 10w,
b
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and getivity was held in savere exiticism for bis utter lack of dis.

Jing, Gener! Steola ]umscll' baving cxprewed his donbta of gy
apmb.h:y of placing Watie in commaad of a Drigade, e ongugt
ulmn af which had bemn p]ullmd and deluyed vinee 15e Summey oy

General Maxey;”” @ Wesc Yoint gradnate and resident of Puri,
Texas in the military serviee af thai state sinee 1861, mmmhum,
begal pization of twe Territory in which ho hnd the ful
operafion of Geperal Cooper. In this reorganizelion it wes expmy
understood that wo Dndiaw regiuent would be expoeted 10 serve onj.
side the borders of the TerTitory Witbout the cnsent of the Tndisns
Two Brigades were iminodictely organized: the First Indiun GmL-,

o was commanded by Stand Wetie Who was commissior
iadicr Beneral on Muy 30, 1864, the enly Indian raised o l]n.
rank in the Confedermtc States Army | the Scvond Indiun Cualrp
Brigade ctmmonded by Livatsnant Colont] Tandy Walker, mm,
Brigadier Grneral under Genersl Sterling Price i the Osm
ArkAngis compuign in the Spring of 1854. Walker's Brigade o: I
own volition strved ut thin time beyond the territorial borders, ang
did valiant serviva in the Confederate victory in the Battle of
Poizon Springs, Arkaness oo Agpril 18, when e Fodarsl advuie
wes turned tmck £rom the invasion of Texas. Thua this sontirwestern
granacy of lupphﬂ of corn, whoat and exttls way saved for the
Bonfederate Army,

A decision eame tut of the War Departniont at Richmand on
Gencral Cooper’s stutus on July 21, 1864: **The Tngisn 'nmu-rr
wast of Atlinbes s hersby vonsiitited g separate d
’rnm Mississippi Department to the command of whm.h Bnn Gﬂn—
ooper, Provisional Army, G, 8, i3 mlgned Genas
xuby Smith let this order Test for & time Awa cticular frm
he Confedernts, Comamamoner of Indina Affairs with refireuse 12
Goneral Couper's spnointment & Supsinendsst of Indan Affalre
any six mnnu- nter on Februery 14, 1855 an order wad wmﬂd

amiguind
G-nml Cnaper the duty of Superintendent o! Tndien Affaits m
Tndian Territory. One week later anothor order from the mme
quarters aiguid Genecal Cooper the Military command of the B
trict of the Indian Territory.

sl O amumed the duties of hoth posiiona om Mazch b
Bia command of 1 <1 litary District briugiog him the milnl-“:
of & major gener ers in e nvafbie sotord of Tie. having £
reveived the conmissidn of Major General yet he had been nomint
Eor, thi by Bliah €. Boudint of the Cherokes Nation and othe™ S0
it in said that Ris pupers were in review by the Confederats

ET
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urtient before the end of the War. Goneral Cooper's abls ad-
indscration of affairs in both pasitions sbon proved that his eppoint.
Juent wes the most Tortunate thing (hat eould have happencd to the
adian people in 1he Territary, General Kirby Smith, "l eever, Had
wdicted it AR wnwise move for all along he had held that Choper
Fold ot hiold his military eomuand sud Bis pocition &a Superip-
ondeat i (h sune eme The y ilk theie old Sriand
2nd com dministrator in both military and civil affai
prcsented 1 v salidlarity of purpose and etrengih during \ka
Slosing pecio of the War with its threatened chacs. Generl Cooper
u Jis gnat t00d stawnchiy for 1k Indians and gava much of the
finest sorvice of Iis career that Biarks him & great Tuan in bistory.
‘His prepeom (ironghout the Territory wut fiem in probibiting the
gt of whiskey | lie kept lis oién oetive and busy exlierting thom 1o
“If coatrol; he provided for the nuody to the ulmost of Lis bifity,
ard e s et 5o bis staid againct specnlation, prefitceriang ood

Geaeral Cooper had remained on active duty with bin gommand
(aronghout the War in the Territory where wmors thun
sagncnts now referned 10 in the listory of the Tudien Ternlmy
S Rattlen, wete fonght, brsilas many light shirmisbos ind braslies,
itk the enemy.  His sidedecarap been his son-in-Law, Major
Tiivton ; st B oon . H. Gouper, n. had given fioe servics in 1he
Indian Tersitory Department™ Early in the winter of 1885, the
latter ud_gone o ltichmond with sonmynications from General
Kitty Smith out of the Transhlimissippi Depertment.  Many
7éars later a veteran of 1he Confederate froops iu the Tdign Terri:
fory mule the stalement. dhat eneal Goaper's wrk in the Wor n
been ”umply prodigi

s of the l\qrrznﬂ!r in Virginia on April 9 did not reach all
the Cnnfe(lrmtn foreen in the Indian Territory uxml enrly in May.
e epariment % New Orlenna on
May 2s General Conper &t bis Lome at Fort wmm earried on

respoudonee copeerning the procedures in surrendering Iris foreen,
both il fie Confederate officers and Union Army officers. Ha
-m».l'd with Gencral Stand Walie and other Indian leaders who,
it his onzgoation, rlled n weoting of the Crand Counsll of the
nited Xations ob Cliokta Tumubm on June 10. The Indisu dele-
Bl b iia session were of one acvord in Imldmg ) ljmr inde-
Pendene us wations (lint, though recently i th
yteate States, swould naw open nagotist
S ne vistarious side i the Inte War
an 8 SEEICRt s with the Arws ol somnissioner
i LW\I" et of fle Thnited Stel of Peter P'. Pitcilynn gignod
half 0f the Chostgu Kotwn At mahmn. on June 19; Genceal

1382, Same writae bue onufuset D. H. Googer, Jr., wich bl Ftbar,

51-1\:‘.| i
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Stand Watie at the same place, in bebalf of the Soathern Gherchom,
Greelw and Semincles and the Ouege Battalion, on June 28; Governoy
Winehister Culbert, for the Chickassw Nation on Jone 14, end oy
the same day the Uaddo Battalion laid down its wrmm  General
()oonar hnd pledged oo June 23, 1865, to carry ont the ferma of the

Trans- Misiwipi sarrender ap fac a1 the whita trtepe in the [odie
Terzitory were concarned, Thus, the forees—both Indian and whits
::lhix old gommand were the Jast jn the Confederte Army fo wur.

0 the cummer of 1868, the fins Indies nutions of the Territory

Tately in alliance the Confederqte States Wers sumnioned t maky
new treatien with nu Umtad States. onl were began by
epstial United Stales Commingionery in with varions Imi'
delegations at Fort Smith in September, 1355 lmi 1he fFinal tmu.
Sommgteted the folowing pear at Woshingion, . C.
Chicknssws becaure of their commen interests s d The eame tramy
with the Feders] Government gn Apri] 28, To66 wiich was riifiey
by the Senwte on June 28 and simed by President Johmston on
July 10, Arong 1 ﬁ-; witniesses who wigmed this treaty wan General
Douglws H. Coops

The Choctas daleglug in making the Treaty of 1966 wara Robert

M. Jonea, Allen Wright, A¥red Wade, Jamea Biley imd John Pags,
2 fine group of Choctows, educated mven of cherscter and abifiy.
The Chicham commisioncrs wore nlw prowinent lenders of thelf
netion: Winehester Colbert, Edmund Pie
bert Carter, and Robert H. Love. Sinee their lands had bee
under patent by ‘the Thoutaws, ihe Choctaw delegation headed

Robert M. Jenes fook ke Jead on (hia Pondsmentsl point in ths
negotistions at Trestington. He had bect gn ardent secessionist ond
one of (he weal hldars and planters in he Soqhwat.
8 had e detren by Jia pecple and werved a5 Chostaw ddesm
1o the Confederata Congrem et Richmond during the Wer. The
Chovtawn snd Chickusaws faced g grave situation in Taeking 8 e
treaty since the United States commimioners at Fort Smith focesd
them to ntlmnwledgg themselves anbjugated nations that had for-

ted perty and rights hecause of their recent courus in
War. Tha Ghorta Selegaiza with Gelonc] Jonss 1 thiz I Indﬂ“‘
cluse friend of eneral Coaper—only admitted the Fort 3 "
teilion upén the eondition that they would discuss and :unhnﬂ“
further negotintions &t Weshington, The resolution of the Chosi®
@enera] Council in. appointing te delegates atated that tho Coe
taws “eould sosmer yicld all claits 1o abything due the Natiod &
the part of the United Statrs government than o be imduced
Inenm-my prineipal of honor which in due their pwpl and W““,‘w

n regard to their lnd which i so dear to them,” The reRhi
Alol.hr] the five delegates with plenary nower jn rlrm'mg up 8 17

8 Kappler, Tdisn Tréaties, Vob. . pp. 9131,
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Cenerad Douglar B. Cooper, £5A, m

oud gave explicit instrizslions that under mo
2 acre of land rast of Lbe Ninety-sighth Merid
male o these lazids whs forced pom thetn, the whole qrestion was to
be refecred back o tha poople. Besiges the land, there wers a
araber of clims o Vit LAt Bl oo of whioh g 1
Net Froceeds, We oward in whieha Jnd been mads by the Unitea
Srates Senaté in 1858, and 4 part o $500,00—appro.
rinled b ‘Gongress in 1881, Oue Rt ol uppropriation—the
hond—bad been confiscated by the Fedoral govarnment dur-

g o s shongh thare bud been attaanpls by Poler P. Fitchlyna
wodl the delegates of 1855 (* DKl Delegation™) 1o stcura ita piyment,
e balf of which was due him and his assotiates under tha contract
ith Jolin T- Gochtane that had been agpcoved hy the Chottaw Connoil
before tho TWar and recognized by the Indian OFfice 2t Washington.

To loeorporate » proviion in the new treaty reeognizing this
Net Procceils claim of bome $2,000,000 and sil other cleims wes of
next importance 1o reisining the land. The first step before the
Choctusr dolegnies was (o ascertain whother the forumer trealies with
the United Stales bad been brogsted by mny uct of the Federal
government since 1861 To make sure on hia Point and secure
eounsel that would strengilien the Chocluw eausa in making the
wew freaty, Colonel Jones as oader of (he “‘Now Delegation,”
clothed s it was with plusaty pewer, cossulled wilh General
Cooper and entorsd into an agreement with Coclrave in the Neb
d employed the briliant attorney, John H. B.
of Baltimore, in behalf of the Choctaws  Mr. Lutroba
wis o Union man and wes wel) and favorably koown in Wash-
inglow. Qencral Cooper, a citizen of the Chickassw Nation, hed
kuown Cochraue, & Houtherner, for many years, and hed & small
inforest with Cochrane in promoting the Nel onceads. Mr, Latribe
grived upon Svestigation that, the Inrlm.-r Uhoetaw treaties

ei nbrogated, much to the satisfackion of the delegation.
"'hrnun,h I winter 5 1865 a1l 1665 on ke The Spring, e Taot day
after duy with the Chectew delogtes und drew up the terng of the
8Ly that was signed 1o April, one of the fingst treatics in the
eresla of the Choctaws end Chickusaws ever made. Their title
Al1 the land east of the O8th Meridian wag clear, und meny otlier

3 R lhurh:;lngus: such as boildin,

& count A promivent, place

g""”ﬂ 10 provided Tecgguition of all (,mml:ln
FLIET treglios, by the United States, which melnl that after review
na of

{be Gourt of Olaims end a
DPropri & by
]';”." s would be duly paid both the Choclaws o Chis
mm.” 6 noted that he ragressive pro.
that fullowed in line il Genirsd Conpur's iess, auch o

mm 0t of lavdls in stverally An gwt:::

pa 1
7 the several Indien nmmu and lubu o( |he ]ndm Terril
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Whils all the treatics with tha fiva nations in 1868 mentioned thiy
tarritocinl orgunization, thy Choctow-Chickutaw Trenty gave mors
dstails of such an ongunization und urtlier provided that the nems
of this tervitory thonld be *‘Oklalioma."

General Cooper remmined in (he Choctaw Nation at Fort
Washita and ut New Bogey Depot where Iria sono-aw nod duuglter
Mujor and Mrs. Lleiston made their Lome jor a time. Oenex
Coaper and Major Ieiston owned g aoall store there, aud the lattar
became editor of The Vindicalor, u newspaper devoled to the intevesty
of the Choetpws and Chickusew puklished at New Bogey Dey
Shaztly nfter 1866, Geners] Cooper entered into partnership with
Charles X, Mix jn the proseeution of Indian claimg before the Goverp.
mant, ¢ Waghingeon " 557, Mis was o Tarmer Gommiaionu‘ of Imlign
Affnivs, waa the seerclary of the Uniled States commisstoners at
Fort Buith in 1965, and had lately been Chiel Clerk in the Iadim
EBuresu at Waahmm.lm

The Net Procseds still held the ceater of |Im staga in Chortaw
Effairs bofors Conress sinec tie claim hod been adjndicnted and
it was oty a matter of securing Ui appropriation in fall seitioment,
The Pmmynn delegation was ullowed full cmrge in pramating the
Net. Pracerdn by sgreemncnt with the delegution of 1468, the intter
rotsiniog en intorest Llaruugh tha Lntmbe u-m Nr Lrobe's
work in maling the Trent con ¢huokn
ncil, for which he had m!wu] uoo D06 T she (}odlnuc imiarens
,n 1866, Influentinl attorneys aud men promingnt in

re egain identified with the Pitehlyun biterests, meludmg - General
‘bzt Fike oo Jorearsh 5, Tlask, - 1a 1809, e marests pushed
their cluim, and it was reported by Mr. Latrobe that they were aboul
to make & compromiae securing the appropriation of the approrimite
$2,000,000 Net Procesds if the Chootaw Nation would waive all othe?
claima of any kind forcver. This meand o great loss to the Nation if

suclh & measure were passid by Cougress. Alirm tmong the Clioe-
taws at homa led to (he rocall of die Piichiyma deleygalion in tbeir
i Allow Wriglt

rs, Na Tuylor, Gen:
eral ¥, Mr. Lalrobe and the Coclrane interesls were i the £ig]
Ena deteatel the move threstenel Ly the Net Procends’ Intaresis.

The matter bung fire uobil 1872 whea the Chairmen nf the
Tudian Commitice it the Homse of Representatives, Joln C. Shankd
of Indians, took an interest in promoting the appropri

7 The teryltarial erganizailon sst furih in the ineatics of 1866 did nwt m-nf’:ﬂ'ﬁ

780 the name YOUIshoma” S e Indan Teritory hocamz pepuar and o2 The
i W it Terrlony gl wrier 2. e ot ot 180,
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Geaead Douglar H. Cooper, C5.A, bt

clwcl'"” claimg due at. this time. Tt was seid on good
n epresent d appearcd in Ui Choctaw M
> sceure e ppropristiou if the Chostiws woold give e the
0,000 conflscatad tond to b interests. This seemed 0
sffer Tor a sontract on elaimu wrising_on_the Chootrw Havizom,
Genorul Cooper and the 1668 delegution intercsts carcied on agaiast
iy on the purt of Mr. Shanks. The fight st Wash-
Comgressmuu Shaiks called for an inves
an cluims in the Tndin
okusaoe, (}honh\n und Creek, wnd published the fiodings nader
\he title “ln\'mzl.lglhun! of Ludian Trands’™  This ml..mlnm
report_of some SO0 pages of fine print made cliurges againet
H B Lnizabe, General Cooper and the dolegation of 1366, pme.pauy
Allen Wright. In particular, Jobn 11, B. Lutzobe und General Goopar
‘were poinlcd out as the disinest promotors of the “Cochrans claii
on the Net Procesds’* that lnd Leen guilty of receiving one bundred
\housand doliars in an attorney fes in making the Chogtaw.Chickasmw
Trealy of 1866, 'The Chisknmo commissioners of 1868 eee elao
charged, mmong the leaders Tolmes Colbert, General (
report was TeferTed ta ms “‘hoth the serpent end brains of ﬂbe dis-
honorabile wmmm:‘l;wn 10 dE!raud thnse people [clnoeuws and
d 0T
mema befora und sinee.”” The report nppurcnuy Tromi certain dates
e e e coutamed theysin B mastly propared ofter the elose
of the sessivn uf Congress o March 4, 1873, and thercfore wus mot
1ad Ty members of the Indiun Comerittss mud approved by them
during the session. The uction and genersl presentation with
sxplaniations of the New Proveeds Claim und its listory is avidently
1l writing of ouz man and constitutes vituperative and exagy
tatements that cannct be taken ns correct and truthful evidenga
airit those it wonld eondemn. This Skonks' Report fitted inte
the Jllw‘lnglhun of ponersl Indian effairs promoled by the ad-
Winidtiution 1t Wadhington at the time, Mach of it all were the
rutl\laq politieal forees that brought suffering and indigaities to ol
\be Sauthern. peaple in Uie period of rocanstruation. The Net Pro-
el and ot ptier Gloctir g were in odipat for snetter Jong
m.""d of yenrs. ‘This meant an interim when Genetsl Cooper used up
gy hiling fortune and Yo 1ty lived 1aucl: of his time in retire-
e 4t old Port Washita, Ho died there after an Muess with
hi o0 on April 30, 1870, with Major Haiton ot Bla bedids,
appercllowing uotics o' tha * Death of Gen. Doug Cooper”’
H. red it tle Star Findicator, Dlanco Clty, Bllnm Cnunqy, Tecas,
9, 1879, which states o pa
,_M “General F. Cooper wan wore than & Wonderlul man and

g Ulstugh and enperiencril ull the varied changes and
(“, et af iifz. . il and symputhetic by natirs aid geaerons

5"""" l\nmm. s
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*4Te know it in 100 often the case with sll of ub 1o cxtol thy
yirtum of u dead man gt the expense of our veraaity bt the eaum
in-chiel of this yaper hnew Oen. Bomer long end

we'ean comacientipusly say that he was an hemest man OF momn
lmpnllu and born and bred & gentleman, .




