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PROBLEMS IN THE INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHOCTAW NATION,
1865 10 1307

By Jamex D, Morriaon®

"“While shaphig gcsnligament,
Ly mmlu: it e Beny
of Jaulkee af w ul atlom, wlilch Jomy prieiplc (ol mige

buken right eoogel !
Chicf Cotemon Loio, 1878

- LMt w0 eon powibly keep dhe lavia of Ow Uiited States from
extonding om g e il e e ot it Lhe o gaees of .mum.
capltalinin. T wnly nak ke b ¢ al

oL T o ot e prlie af RN by eament o
Anow... 15000
| War the Choctaw tenders and theoss of
d Tribos £aced & tiew era with many sezious
problems, Tl-e it ohje n lemders was to pre
sérve their naLional ntagrit; ribal kaaes, govern
I Inndd system. The Choeturs also sought Lhe davalop
, all prosperity having heen wiped out as a Te-

in Londers Kinew, was fraght with grave
dunger fur the achisvement. of theic first objeative, the presecation
of Hieir own roverwment and economic system. By the eareful
use of 4 permit ¥stein, the Choetaws hoped o be ahle to gontro} the
whita clement whish Hiey allowed to come into tho walion.

T Hhoory the status of the Chostaw Nation, s of the cther
d Tribes, was that of . prolectorats of the United
Stateat The Choctais ware allowed Tueat self-goverumont but hab
0 foreign rebutions, unless their deslings with the nit=d Staks
d with ather ludian nations might be so considerad. In the Chor
taw governwent there was 1o budy correrponding to & cabinet, M

the witust, mwionyg Ind

Thin il un bt wdpied fo¢ piblicatin in Tho Chronicles 10 4 &5
dhe thesis, “Saci o7 ol the Gm(l-m 18651907 % mriiten Ly Jamet
it 1o etk o i mm dekret ity the Universivy ul Oiahome, 1951 P
Hozin, heing Desn af 1951, s runs I'rnfuwl of Raory dod et
gl ol Tucinl Schomtt in Soinlieater c College, Dursat, OO0
dtory of Uie Cliotawa e b B Dlerian baeg bees P
Rl i Choenics foa i,
1831 Tohn Marshall ealled the Fi d Tribes “domestic dej
vcrabe aron o, the Same o Comgin. - beten 3 L
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department. of fordign affaite® Uniled States troops established
focts, built military Touds, wnd meoved ¢ will within the Chuslas
poundaries, An enrly mc 1897 the United States court ot Fort Smith
\r:l Jorisdiction over non-eilizen whites in the Nation® The
frmn the beginning of Choetaw settlement

i n of Uiee of the United

money of their own, thet of
sceoptable mewns of exehan

3 ed States abandoned tho legel
fieticn of meking trenties inn triles. In 1868 the Chor-
tawy had made & (recty with the United Statss when they Te-estab.
lished telations with Hie Federal govermment after their defection
of the sixties; in 1887, when they finally gave np the losk vestie
of ||ummlanvemgnly, it was by an agrecment.t

The Chozeas svancny hed long been grared closely to that of
the United States. Refore the Civil War seme of the mised-blood
and the intermavried-white planters of the Choctaw Natiow bad
caouinic interesks in the meighboring states of Texas and Arkansas,
The Choclaw business men nsed the sune ighways, the Red
sion merchunts, and
rolly were internsted in the ssme offuirs which ceenpied the
b3 of their Texns and Arkapsas neighhors? Hobert M. Jones,
taw planter on the Red River, i
o gwned pleces of Tesus and Arka s ¢o

ity of inlerest with the nenrby states nerexsed after the Civil
War, with Ui _sowitg of the ruilronds aud their secompanying
fland of white laborers und intruders, White men had long been
able 1o puafit frony shares in Chostaw enterprises by intermacriage
or theough partnership agrocients with Chogtaw citizens,’

o Included o the ceecutive drpammend of tha Cliciaw Nution were tuee

i et il o, o romurer,
u-mcr, E) cletiva affcery, el tooms), Coutiation and Lews o
st Ciko  (New Vark, 1 mml 6. Thesey exoeyring the Gimrict elielt,
W docanrn unma T oy e Chedihws B4 Whekr Leabinet”

- 'L- v The Lands of the Five Ctfired Tnibes {Saloi Lovi, 19193,

AMbid, b 312 Loran N. Beown, “The Dewes Commisstons” Fhe Chronicles of
e Yol b He') Siptea 1), 5. 9 Laorence . Scouciebive

and Arkuasos, the sane New Orleans eoin
Rel

Dalimo: B o8,
4 oﬁ"“ D b, b1 Thskes fort e Narbern Sandard,” The Chvomies
Whoma, Vol XIX, No. | (barch nnd Seplembier, 141}, 95,
e s nyill\mruum- of tiae community of Fbere bepween the Ghoctww pltery
et 'rfa :ﬂm.m to W B. Macion, Septomber 35, 1937 Oihricon Cal
Fey n.nZu nn.uu 0,
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Citiaon, Oklahoms. Hiriasssl Soart
.h. Jemings 10 Jomey D Marvison, fuly 6, 1939, M Tepnioq
»Img m"‘ lm! " ;&:ﬂl belmeen Hobert M, Jones and Joacph K. Berthe:
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Non-Chostirs, oxeept intermurricd eitizens, had no Tegal rights
in the Mwataw Nution, and were ot the merey of noy Indiun citi.
zens [or, theeuxh, or with whom they worked. Il placed ot g
dmd\m.u...« or choatnd, non-citizens nd no vecaunse ineither the
United States gourts® It i to the eredit of the Choe.
eople that Prowites :nnrh- b_v individunl Chootaw were um.u_,
kept. For esunple, the leusing of Jund by an doal Chosta
Io's motechisen o Farbidden y Choettw law under peunkiy ot
u finé Taugiog from $250 to $1,000 and costs. This laow was prae.
tieally inoperative in the last deendes of Lie nineteenth century by
a procedure wnder w Tnd izon employed o white furmer
to work for kit for & Jericd of five o ten years, The Indian st
o thon secured o pecal, gond for uns year, fur e non-ctizen
%o wark on the fatin of the Cleoetaw emplayor Such a permit cout
five dollars and was sigued by four responible ousshalens of the
Clioetaw connly in which the cilisen resided; appliestion was
inde 10 the county judgn and the permit isued by the county

In

The swhite Tarmez wouldl Wen be located on sorie zonsed Innd
in the Kation where he would make improvements by builling s
onse and outhuilding, ing and fencing land, and perhaps
digging & well. ‘The Lnited smm citizen wonld recelve the fall
production of e place for the greed upon, ususlly five
years, AY the end of the conteagt pmoa the Indiin titizen would
have passession of nn improved fana for the use of Iimsell or oo
of his clildren withont stch lubor ss elearing lond or ploughlog
in now ground, By such nethoda it was pnmbl- for an enterprising
Lndian eitizen to develup exlensive udicining improvenionts for
imself, There srere alto bowe fido Indlan farms on w
cruppors lahored, aud thers were many sewtioniouts controlled by
iitecmarried citisens.

Much lms been writlen of the commmual taadiolding system
of the Indinue which preventsd any indi rom_olitaising
-bsuluw title to the land. All Inod wes public domgin for the
Sred uss of eny citi ny reasonable amount, Uader tha liw,
Jané. which 1 Chattay uce used bue failed Lo keep in cultive-
tion reverted to the Nation For the use of cuy other citicen who
m.‘,l.c have need of it The Choctaw people fu goneral hud 20

7T of the Commisianer of Indian Affals CETE), pp, WH-100 (boratisr
ci nd !»‘lm Altais;
A 13 nmm “teamp.), Lonstintion and Lobs of (he Charwmo Narin (Dellah

Tit-ll‘ ip. 238

Indjan tfﬂﬂu “H?). TIZ (Ar extl¥ ne TB58, allotmen; of aude I8
ey e e, ol 3. E oty sollon o ekt el nusteact d..-é':.!'. e
Chocton Jtarers wuch e Sast Aty ol the poopls sese o

Bolk toc Comfoerata remy i 881 1AR, VIIL) and thg Treaey ‘i"lm Hv xm.
U8, bl ploidon St s ey o th iy end alimeon . o

poaple appesved—Ed.)
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for un expanding ecwnorny
Iy statie, if e
iThere was felt (o be » ties whore good
2and was o5 fres for use us the wiz they Dreathed. It wads vo dif-
ferenet to the ual fst e limd e titk to b load s lomg 5
e was protected by bis government in the unlimited wee of the aoil.
‘As Kohert L. Owen said

ane buldiog of Jewd cummm, g0 6 each dllu'n ml he eont EIIILI—
rate ad hAVINZ It rever to Ui mm nmum 1t e fulis vate 1t 60
beld ln Furtber check by dow nell by JIm\L lllll controh m
wpely, gl483 to eviey

¥ labor, without kg, Joco grwns, woud, nud wiler, acd o g sol,

¥ dan biirely TREe N rrapicthle JEbug Cor bimelt wid fnily 1o spite oF

Taberited 0pathy mad bk o€ Ure whrewi] bushwies wbUz Liak oharatrios

their population Temained
not considered.

lm?.,;. Lite, wehee: todieiinals are poroicted o contryl and aubagritinls
Lz Licd, withultt cullelderaion of poorer nou-widtoldecs, ana 1 ain-

oy T ere i sy the veue sofsstaand uf thesa Tuuluos SpCN they dvell Have
frou, unle: he lstonal ufes wr speratibe ub ko usd shele e
dret £ the full menaure of Amerlun nnmu-hln whirh twy food
T rer e et et

Chwen belicved that as mare wad Diora Jund was brooght under
cultivation, with a eobrespanding ineresse in wealth, 5 majority
ol the o Clyilised ‘Tribes would want wilotment
uf Iandl in severatty. Sle ]urll\m‘ painted gul—this was in 1887—
i it was K comevative Tull bloads who Fesred the cliange
w hmh iupended, sinee 1hey bad been '"safe and hapoy nearly Latf
& centary” under the ryatem of common kgl ownership, while
the “llf-breeds 4nd adopued citizens were Tore inclined To con-
silor” allotment. in severalty s

Obriouly, Clioctaw ownerdliip of tribal land in common was

=N der the Choetaw system the omergetic and ageressive
mised Blancks and incrnartied citiaeus Sréré in pussesaion
o thousnnds of aeres of the besk lud, One observer, eonsidering
Uie Five Triben a3 u whole, estimated thal by 1891 the best Jands
were geeupied by sic-fourtll of the peoplef Yet, the fact that
land scus plentiftd wnd the fall bloads were soule - with their
smiall ploes n the mowntaing where hunting and fist

mesit, there wus o hardsiip. The Tndian in the mouwiain Tegion
lived Dinpily on Iis sawal] aorenge n a valley, 2 without envy
af his migen-blood brather who enjoyed the products of 4 thoasund
teres tar the yraivies. The fast that much Tand was unused, hov-

i flmn I p, 241 (Seme fullblsads Lred comfortably, swoed
ey of uiiock shd Had good taed far o optrmtien L s et
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over, atiragted the atbsntion nnd envy of neighioring white settlers,
Andl the mized-Uloed wristoeracy ussisted in the overthrow of their
oun hnppy sitnation o more and more of this land with an
increusing flood af white employe h aiatemonts as: *In
Point of nataral resomrces il in wealthy, Il pine forests, coul,
silver, and lend mwines are inexbaustible ' whetted beyond
Al rostening the white
the time of the Civil War statements such ag the following be.
cutne foeronsiiily nnmorous, sud the pressurs whish doveloped
over three decades fiually became irresistible

S0 Todtaty ard in GAOHIOD 68 Siak trdats ot LS, AbUCUNG de
proeious meluia, or sieks 16 woarocs of nglealiieal weali, These lnvlte
ECTSrDrISH G D GITANIFINA TBSEt, Thi, ‘home and foriane, L.
Gtholly preaiog whah the shds of the red DN

(e close of the Civil War the Choctaws and Chickasaswrs
uch better eondition than the Cierokees, Oreekn, 1nd
Their countey hud ot bec the weene of buttles sod

o ool withion, v region tlurmg me War. Tn 1865,
e nnusually enod in the of the Choctaw
Nation amd it wis rv-pm(ul that the I’Jmnlnv\u unu]d take cars of

e varal {housand vefugnos wers removed frot
their nz(ld Ry 1876 conditions were approsching normal and the
Clhoctin herds of cattle, horses, and swine were fast inerensing.'®

Choctiw Consng Tecortn for 1867, which did not include
& tois or Warle eovntics, listed 15,001 horses, mures, ond eolts,
iy mnles, 55 G 5,7 5*!!210 eatile, fil,424 hogs, and
llllal.n of the Natio The number
of acres in coltivativn by individuals in the count wlnded in
the consus ranged from mamy onc-and-§ (wo wacre plots (o the 9,450
acres reporied by Rubort b, Jonesd® Crop production med liva
stock owuerihip eredited to' Jones mc]udld “30.00" [sic] balka
of votton, 7300 bushels of enrn, d0 bushels of wheat, 50 horses;
0 myles, 2,504 eatile, and 400 Loy, v reparted, other than
the imumedicw Tunily, two mu'[e and irty ‘“female froe per-
song of volor™ us populeting his establivhments, Allen Wright,
prineipul chief af the time, reported 48 acres under eullivetiod,

id. (16770, p 110 There haes botn oo profitall; lead, sine, or ailier o
Eood i e Choclaw Nating. e woro ouce. mies mear Sl SRamr
aincence by Peier luduon,” The Ghranieles of Dhichoma, Yol XII, No. 3 (5ep
Lelyer, 1934, p. 300
14 Vndlen ‘Afiairs (1887), p. T [xe]
Tybie (1067). pp. 2T, 28D, 95T I (2866, pp TN,
30 Chostuw Ceris of 1657, No. 13559 {Indinn A+:hises Disinian, Oklaboma Mis

R e, 1 he mealibic dbkud. o the Ky od
5359, Jonew wan tf ibiesa mi: in Hom, had
i v, i o it e Rk, Knton, bnd
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366 Lushels of corn, 30 hovees, 2 wiuls, 205 eattle, and 44 hogs.
Honry Iotehki aon of the noted misgiopary ko the Chectiws,

wh
Eheneeer Ilotehkin, reported 1K neres o chltivation, 3 bales of

colton and 200 ushets of corn. Hotelhikin alse included 30 *Ereed-

men over 607" and 7 “while porsons with Fieense wnd Samilies.
]u ma cugntis muking setucr,
nitivation on which were raiked oy of 4
L& outy, 1011 of sheat, e 211 5!!5 ur cornt* The last figare in-
Jicates the SmpoTtance of that cereal in the Choctaw diet and
wronoHiy.

These figures indicate that the yield per acre for any erop
st have been very low, judged by moders standands, wnd reveel
The mmiversally posr favuiug puctiess lypisal of the Ameriean
Irontier. On 5181 neres only 226 hales of votton were produced
For ny avoruge of leas hun onu-fifth bale n were: on 25881 ncres
409 bisholx of grain, little more tan § Vsl per mere
Theno arerages appesr Lo be the same for e Choclaw eullivator
of 4 thousand aéres or of ond dere,

igures for the twvo decades are gonerally inavenrate wnd
Lie only from e Reperts of the Commissionze of Indisn
e Agent Tor the Chostaws and Chi
puzt of my report is hardly werthy Ue
slmust entirely cstimated, there being Do
exeept 1he reports of the sehool Juper-
intendonts und the wissionuries whose reports 1 enclose, "™ But
gleaned from these reporta & gemerul ides an to
In 1860 Ageot 0. T, Olwsted reported the paople
oo prosporous mnd shoving a giealer feeling of confidence®
than at uny Home since 1855, Potuts produetion hogan Lo bé re-
Torted alang with swell eropa ss barley, inips, beans, od lay.
In 1873, the year uftor the towletion of the first railrond, some
SO000 weres were reported @y cultivation in the Choetnw Yation,
In addition to the cstimatvs of production of the clief crops aud
the number of Evestock were statoments thai 4,000 polmdl of
SURAr were made, $8,000 worth of furs sold, 5,000,000 feet of lnm.
vod, $00,000 rods ol fruce mads, and 12,000 sorcs broken
Hiriog the yer. The Choclawa frere "upening new
Iarma, bilding thousands of rods of fenes, and preparing in every
way fo extend Creir agriowtre.”

Wealth in individual oroperty, eselusive of knd, was eati-
Dimted at 43,500,000 in 1676, In the same yeur, it was judged Uk
82000 aeres were in cultivation, of which 10,000 acres were new
RTOUnd. Tha Clml:tll were eredited with producing 51,560 bushels

s 15
Tndizn Alsl’\‘::s (8712), . 297,
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of vegetnblos in that year, twics se much as all ihe other Civilizad
Trilies combined? Lach yeor therenfter, for revaral years, the
“nnmber of ucres tillalls i the ather ijures. Hines
Alig pupiber was 3.000,000 and was Jocated vary near the ~uumber
of neres onltivatel . ans,” & few thousand in cvery
case, It must have sorved 05 4 sublle toang, deliberate or nat, for
whetting Hie 1and lunger of mny while man who perused such
government docomients. Auother item of significance in this eon-
neetion is the mclusion of e “‘aunbor of whites unlawtully on
reserve."” As the '‘wwmler of scres cultivaled by Indians' rises
with each suererding report, so doos Hie “'number of whitss .
Iwwtally on reserve."# The estimated figwres fuil to show how mueh
help vhe Tudians were gatsing from pevass theiz utionel aundaries

in the apening of new land to cullivation,

Fividense ot ths Amerions Ininge: for this land of il Tndinoe
o passige of the Dawes Aot of TRHT. This Act estal

labed the oflmnl United States policy of persuading the Dndinna
to take lands in severaly# Whe Five Civiliued ttibea were mot
alfseted by thin Ine but thiz future was clear, Ireegulariics i
the Clioetaw national clection in 1898 udded weight £ the ergu-
inentn af fheir eovetous neighbacs that the Indian Fevermments in
Tudisn Territary ware svcrupt and inefficisnt, The Tndian Appro.
jon,_Act of the next spring earried a **rider”! which etabllshed
o to persuade the [Five Civilized Tridea
mination of theie own goverstionta nad the
division of their natiosal domaits by alletment of land in severalty

The Duwes Commistion, as this Commission wns popularly
enlled, met with determimed resistinee from the Five Civilizad
Tribes. The Ind lenders knew that evontually the proposhle
of the Comunission must be secepted; yot they hoped for some
yeurn of geuce, ut the end of which their peaple might be more
resdy for citimeaship in nn Amnm commowrealth where they
must meet the full competition of aggressive white men, The Choe-
tows god Chickasaws werte the first to sncewmb bo tha pressure pnt
upon them. They came to terma with the proposnls of the eom-
migion in 8 (lo ent known as the Atoka Agroement of 1897,
after ‘the issve hud been foreed by threats of further Congressionsl
wetion. Radification of the Agreement Ly popular vote of the
Choctaw rud Chickasaw people was nndoubtodly influenced by
the pnssage of the Curtis Act in 1898, which demonstrated

¥

VL (10631, . A CU0T3), pp. 28, 3651 (1676), pp. 212, 25,
HJM (1879), 'p. 250; (14800, op m 11882}, pp. 290-291; (1884), pp-
Wb 3o S
A et af o3 Commimlon in Indi
T e ChronRice'o O Fo. XD, o3 v ol e
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the determination of Congress Lo foree the Indiang to accept allot-
ment and give up their tribal sovercigaty.®

the Atokn Agremmnent the Choctaws ARAWE B~

eured somé delay before the extinetion of their governments sthich
were to ecutie in imodiCied forin For cight years. They expressed
» lope that there wondd he no territorial government, chat the
cightyeat periedl wonkl b so sulizfactory that the “'lands mow
sewn ed by the Five Civilizod Tribes shail . ... be prepared for
0 Ty wai the desire of the

ndian state in which something

. neantime Uinited States courts had boen
cxtablished in the Indian Territory with jurisdiction over the
sehite jmirnders whe had streamed inlo the eountry with the con.
structon of Luilronds ohd g the end of the Indian govarameuts
prowched. In 1805 these United States courts were Riveu juris-
e the, Indians also, wilh iws of the state of Arkisas
1o apnly whére nostusiey S

By 1907, the year the Choctaw Nation becime pari of the new
qmu of Oldalioma, the popnlation of tha region was at leest
L When it is remembored that the Choctew roils included
un]v B0 full blonds, togather with some 19,000 vthers, mixed
bloods, intermaerisd whites, snd frocdmen, the size of the white
influx i oppareni. The tota) lund roported fn sultivation in 1907
e almost GO0000 acres, @ kenfold incrense over the 50,000 acres
of 1472 the Iotal valtie of craps prodeced in 1907 was mare than
0,000,000, wlrile total value of the livestock in tha svea appreached
£1.060.000. A sty of the statistios For 1907 reveals more diveraifi-
ention of erops tian ever before, Pigures for apple, pear, plum,
peach, andl ehorry orehards appear, an well us for peanuts, boney
mudl bottrn, wnd rommerciol vegatebles,

It buried in these Bigurer, compiled from the firet hisnnial
renost of (he Oklahoma Stote Deparbinent of Agrisultore, ix avi-
dene of a Jisease ehrobic in the South, farm tenantry, ‘the cotton
yield nf an acre had not smproved in the Red River country; it
wan sidl] h Lale un aere Olﬂy in the Arkanmas valley did
sotton proguction average u hnlf bale an gere in 1907 By com-
with nhmmm Territory figures, the pmr]ncmm of mual,
ore and ihere was I;u
, few ot no actes of slfalls, cowpe:
Fnall Fruits, or vineywrds are listed for the Chockaw mt.r?

el g Comt PR TEIG3.
oy WI:} l;- e mﬁ;‘-wm e oy nd. Tresies 13 vla, Pashiugion,
Sk, 10 B

. Cormimion,” o 5.
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vhen compared with the western side of the pew state! The
sitaation wis &nch Liat tenantry, fastened on the Sonth aa e Iran
sition stage briween the old slave society and ownership of Jand hy
soull furimers, Flourished in the Choctaw Kalion and wah sg|

ated by the Inddion ovaership of the land. Even after the ot
ent of the tond - the Choetiws i severally, litde good land re.
snminat for p v the whitck and the lenant and sharceropp
systrn temained.

Chuctaw agriculure was plagued by the faults of p
agriculture in general. The use of an abundaner of lund with np-
parently inexhauntible fectility, sdoquate crops from liktle effort,
Xittle or o rolation af erups or vae of fertilizor, wll Jad to the de-
slouction of the soit so common on overy Amwrican frontier®
Shallow ploughing, anil poor sultiv
Ton many of Uhe white teoants w y
wore ignorait aid shiftless, albeir shrewd, rheerful. hospitable
souls, who werely folloved the line of lenst resistance. ‘T
nce, nince they came From Southern states with poor eduealion
opperuities it u land where they had none st all, und lheit
failure to work hatd to improve land which they could not hope to
awn, are both understandable.

Lack of adeqlle toansportation facilivies for crops and the
bundanee of Free pastur the mublic domain made cattle
ing a more mnportant cosh mﬂusu, for some yenrs than fari.
The vast pastires, the profusion of prairie hay, aud the
mild olimnte which permiited @ yoar-tonnd range, all nttzacted the
interest of non-vilizen wndtlemen. Tt wis cstimated thet 300,000
cutle wors stolen from the Tndian Territory during the Civil
War, ‘M Chostaws lost thoir share, In 1865 leaac Colman, the
Choctow-Chickasnv: Ageal, reported that die w! i
he region Were driving eattlo qut to Little Rock and Fort Smith,

co e wos entiraly i

) Regort of she Oidahoma
(Guore Ol Y00 e RoTh
on tbe Oklahuma ouate.

rountin were s, o
i Notin. T (mp!nu\z for the yarts of thuse cola

oy Hagher n, ani Ponlate_ countles
inde wiae n the Clocurs counity, "See

Vot Tased (Washingige: 1600) o7 255

i Ahac Crelne kit T
The Chroncdic o] Ghiahomn ol SR T
Eonens. Bultetin, she Five i

o Esaeia Ollsbone’
3 (Auunin, 19450, p. 24:
o P (B g, 1500

"Jm Edvards, “The Choctaw Indiens in the Middl of ibe rﬂmmlh o
5 T hroadeof 0L ou.nem Vol X, No. 3 (Sprambar, 19323, pp. 41141
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gugecsted Uit & sufficient force be stolioned of different pointa’”
within the ndian country ta step the wholesale thefta® A Jaw
passed by Congress o Matah of 1805 mude it @ felony, pumishable
fiy (hree yanrs Jmpri ot, five theusand dollers fine, or Loth,
1a drive stsek from the o tr i

ars Flaitis_ {ndinas, portient
taws wnd Chickasaws by Inids nn their livestoch® The Chickaraw
Nution waa most. aifected, sinee Uicie praitic grass Inada loy be-
twren the Plains Indiane and the Chactawa.

As in the ease of their Fwm land, the exploitation of the Choc-
taw Tange nd pasture land by white non.citizens was mude pos-
sibile only by the eonnivanee or the indifference of Chactaw eiti-

ition of resulted in the passage of 8 law by the
n 1870 to prevent any wen. of the
i grading purposcs’

I

The peanlty was set 4t & Cte of $150, oF whi
the mcmer. An act of 1580 probihited non-ri
in the stock business within the limits of the Natlon.®

Ways and mens wore found to avoid the leiter of the live-
stosk lows, Evidence appears in a Clioctaw lnw of 1882 thet non
citizen drovers on theiv way hrough the Nntign were {empted to
Jinger with their Jerds on the Insh Chostaw cange. A tax of ten
cents u hend was therefore levied on izansient cattle, herses, and
mules, and two conts g hend op sheep, hopgs, and goate, An addi-

i Tie Ar1ounts wis 1o be colleeted for eve
necessary for 2 hend ta make & renso
limits.~ Fxeeptions made for ligh water wnd
ing tirough [the| nation with less than twenty heed

of Block, "%

Iu 1885 Chief Ndmund MeCurtein stated in his annue] message
Ihat there was dunger of the country being overrun by stock be-
longing to non-citizen eattlowen, but held . - _ under the guiks of
Chactaw ownorship.” e supgested pastage of o luw to prabibit
Chattav: citizeis froon pubting cuttle widsr non-citiven herdsmen
 be Tuised o shars. Tha ehief described the situation a3 @ Rrow-
e &l which might soon Tesalt i the destrwction of tho Chastaw
CigesT The Choetaw Comneil ngroed snd mads it illsgal for 2

hactur citisen o hire a non-eitiven 0% herdsman wnder any eir

T

Indisn Affal-a (1865), pp. 252, D80,

i At (18, re 25 (1968, pp. 7679,

Vol, 1, prggt M4 Choctauw Natins (Phillips’ Collosiion, University of Oklabomal,
= Vol 1V, p. 124,

B Durane Comirt
ar gy arisn and Lanss, pp, 257358 ; Acts, Vol. ¥,
boieay A WieCuitein 1y Gonpel, 1495 (Philies Calision,

.
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cumstances whatever® Tn spite of the veto of Chief Thompson
McKinney, this nnequivoeal stand wis medified in 1887 to allow
the hiring of non-citizens to feed stock in @ pon or pasture™ A
sinilgr vocillation oveurred when s law ting Whe intro.
Auction of steer cattle into the anlnn exeept in November and De.
nember wny passed in 1688 ouly to be repealsd the wext yeart
Ity 1890 i1 wus rustema defisnee of the Choctaw laws, to
overlook Ihl- bolling of small herds of nhout ten cows by non-cith
g ¢ Iad pormits to renain in the Natien aml they sold

gs a0 that the lierds would not increase.! A much more
iva method D ich non-citizen eatie meu ntilized Choctaw
pastures was theongh the cstablishoient of cilizenship rivlits i
the Natign, [Shenczer Hotehkin, pioneer missionary, recalls thet
the improvements on his Euler’s pluve on Jed River were gold to
3 Texas caitleman in the ‘nineties. The Teann aenl one of his re
triners into the Nation to marcy g foll blood woomin and thua be-
eotie an inteninatried Clhioetaw vitizen, The old Jlotchkin place way
then used ns ranch hendquartezs while large nimbers of “exan
eattle were fattencd for the market on the nearby public domain.
Many intermarviet eirizens were n tho eattle husiness, of course,
shoae :nummomll moaives were above reproach. J. J. MeAlester,
an inteengeried Chickesas whose primary
<laims qud morchandising, raised cattle az a
1901 his records show that hie way specia
Two tomplaints against the introduct: reign ®
larly from Texos, were (iat they bronght in dueue! sueh 13 black.
teg andl Bpanish fever and that the L:rgc non-citizen herds sb-
sorbod—the process was called ““drifting’'—the small hecds of
sitizens and permit-paying non.iti Many snall owners
lost. their enttlc, & serious matter wiich might menn panper-
on for many.

In 1900 large herds of sattle owied by noncitizeng were #til)
roaming the Choctaw domain, whielded by Choctaw citiens in
vialntion of their own luws, When such s vase was reported 10
the Indian Agent so that tho erds might he romaved by United
Blales setion, some Choelaw cilinen ahways olimod. by 5

4 Ak p. 56
Dvnnr.. leri:um]und fawp T

o
By Conets B, m
1), 1, MoAleser Collecilon, 1Umwmly ol Oklahons Lit
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oy ler In.
Tiber (Tusinn Arciivcs Diviben, 2 mermarried cl..;u-.-‘ be iy}
don,

reeiprocal 7ights |n the Chocime N
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awner The Department of the Tuterior took over the eollection
o il tases during the trunsition period following the Atoka
Agreoment, Catide owners wishing to graze cattle on unallotted
Jands Indl to get the pernrission of the Indian Agent, vse author-
ized brnds, nd A dollnr & heed amrually. If the enttle
gsed allot he Fee wan Fifteen eents an acre, paid o the
Choctaw llﬂeholder“

Tl st of brands and other identifying marka liad long been
the practiee on the Clioctaw open range# The bronds wers usually
the wimple initinls M 88 in the ease of Wilson
Junes whe used 8 WJAT Rach county had an officer called a ranger,
Ywho took charge of Il stray Hvestock, If the owner of & loat smimal
could not be found aftee twelve monthe_ of advertising the ege,
brand, mark and color, the arimal was sold to the highest bidder,¥
Qther laws designed to proteet ownars of livestack probibited the
als on the open Tunge aud required butchera
10 keep marks and brands of all cattln slanghtered by them to file
wonthly with the eounty clerk.®

The rangers begen to have lers husinces after the introduction
of burbed wire in the seventien'® Chief Jackson MeCurtain told
the Counsil in 1960 izt Wiless sotwo rostrsint b pluced on the
fencing of pastutes *““our whole country will soon bs Penced wp."

In response te the urging of MeCurtain the cobneil made Lie nse
af barbad wire Dlegal and limited the cize of any mil-fenced pas-
tre {o one squre mile, with the further ]lm:utmn that no one
person might have mere (i one such pasture in n county®

Persons who already hadl meben) wite fencen e dechyred Tesle
for wll danages to the stock of others and were raquired ko have @
wats £or every half mile of fonce. Tiria law was amended in 1884
to allow wire lenten if Tails or homrds were fastened finnly slong
the Lop= The gradusl disappearaiice of much of the open range
ia refleetod by o low of 1887 which vequired tiat no pastures were
ta be conneciod uad dirested the sheriffs to cut down cannecting

A Green MeCungin 1o Cn-mﬂ 1900; Choc Courta,
Chictw c.m I 3456
"uﬂﬂm ?Ml 1344, 18448, and 156 (| Alc)\lv& Dltloln. OkIMI
Lr Doe, Na. 5, ﬁﬂ Cnnl 1 5o |
z;;b‘vfm Consgitution an . BB lwm Dunnl. Consiitusion and Lews,

o Coddo p Hernld (Cadde, adivn Terviory), Deseer 3, 1903 Choataw Satde
mm through 13508 [Indiny Arcives Diciginn, )
I chiet for o berma [n it

eien

Lo, p. 20
Banching in [mlu'n Oltahgemn,™
teabec, 1949, pp 308305,

"T:-'-Cm we a fine of $1500 o $2000.
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fontes, i neecssary, in Drrle.r ty keep Lwenty-foot lanes opunm
The sppenrance of barbed the Chncuw Wation eoi

with its first use in Texas mcl neighbo states aud oppokitie,
to it batbs arare for the some reasons,

Drouth in the Texas cow tountry which taused phenomeny|
price rises, as between 1880 and 1883 When the value of an ordin,
rauge eaw ross fram #7 to 20, saused the Choetaw eattle 6nd fencing
laws to Le evaded or ignered ?* At the time of his cleation in 1880,
Principal Chief Wilson N. Junes was reported to have hed some
uvenlem thousnnd acres under frnce, between Hopgy River and
of Cudde, Of this, five hnndred and fifty Gerea were in
ﬁu'luvnllcm while the Test was pasture® At his desth the emtaty
iz mixed-blaod Chaoctaw was valued at more than $200,000 10

hay was another uatursl resouree coneerning which
white xnd mixed.blood eupidity foreed the Choetaws to talg legal
action, Tn 1880 an Aot was passed 1o prevent tha cubting ond ship.
ping of prairic hay Erom the Kutiow; but the_drouth in the Texas
Tatfie country meds this vesomrc mo calusnle that the lww ags
chenged in 1862 to Allow nonw ith legal petimits to “ent,
ghip and sell prairie hay ild gr:us Tram the public domain an
the poyment of Eifty ceuts 4 ton. This lavw was ropealed in 1887
and a substituta mussed which provided thut non-citizens conld buy
hay anly [or their own uge and then exclusively from u Choctaw
aitizen who colttolled & wlkiin, A furller rovision of iho low b
1890 incroased Hue royalty to one dollar a ton whether the hay was
eut *‘upon Public Domain or within eitizens® enclosurcs, "™

Other liws which attrmpled to sllevinte abusen of Chostaw
pusture Jand were : in H8F, o probibition of the burning of waods
nang prairies except hetneen Maveh 15 and Aprit 15 of any yeats
and in 1838, an &ct which wade it unluwful for any parson o keae
u p;g::lnru i any ofker person, the penalty ta be fine of from $250

A already sued, Likss 1w to proserve e g lands 1100
¥ evaded and the growth

4 Actn, Vol VIIL, . 40,
ey Carit, “ha Fanee-Cuttecs.” The Southwester Wisiorival Quertect
Vul ¥} d s Ve71y 5. 115, JoF sa serurs of tosbles siing foomm el
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industry did its share to wid the whites in overrunning
Ei"é]:;’[ﬂ\c‘ patrimony. In 100t m Choetlaw intermarried citizen
ioisunds of meves of Finest’ mrazing lnd enclosed
ery spring, he aasorted, “‘thewsunds of head of
sema\y walk, %0 poor sre they,”
it after fonr monifis of grazing on the
o the Chactaw ange, fhese former bovine
etlrois broukliL tep prices o the Kansns City, Chicago, and
Foint me murkm The eowhoys of the Nation were uo longer
congidd amdl wooly,”” mocording to this booster, but mamli“uenu&
men [ront ether sum-», edneatad, courte
Tha cattle tended Uy these madel cow I
gither; nwother writer reported thot mny larpe pastures wera
Fatneked wills Durham, Tlereford, Pollsd Angus and Gallowsy
imperted oattla . . .
The economy in the Chochaw country then, es now, was basi-
rally. ageisutineal an ral
st from w monll Tog cabin with on
] drd Ty thowsands of ncres o tilled Fields and
ith hundreds of cattled Before the roming of
railronds thete Wert W towns of any size, ouly small lpzrleul
taral villagrs, fow und wenttored. A tho ruilroads ht
mare seitlers, towna of same sive wore established, partier urJy
in ||.e wmiasing; areas. The old villages boeame ghost towns aa their
niy woved to iter along fhe railronds. Troakeville be-
n-mc the nearly town ol Pert Twwsnn, Skullyville disappesrod
e Mok, TPerryville's intabitants

to Meloster.
The rilcwuds afsa made it possinke to add 3 much grester
o

il Tacel to the ergnomy, s the coal mines were opened and
the timber resaure s of the Katian began 1o be exploited us never be.
fore. The milronds tended Futther 1o ke the economy loss self-
i'"l'ﬂk Buch 4 eomne ¢ s salt heretofore of mxpensive
veal wannfasturs, wai. wow impocted «f reducer eosl, along with
funy othec ewy breanse of prolil
¥ ght Taten$ The imported poods wern mot nessarily better
an these of loval mnnufacture, 1t wax seid of the sult from
Ththbaon‘s, satt wazks thras milts solith of Dl Togay Depot that
Mo U0 dallars i bushel, but when it was wied, inest did bot

i

L“
an
H c\dm. fndine rmmz (New York, 19011

z
lznc, The fndian Ferritory {baint Louis, 1092}, p. 53,
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The meat important industrin) development of the peried wan
the opening of the conl mines, Exdwin Jares lid noted in 1819 tha
tho “‘cosl beds i this region are of great thickness, and sre sp-
purently oxl il pmersis’ e developuents of the post.
Civil War porind proved hin emineaely sorroct™ The mines were
develapd with seme ity at first, especially while Colemsp
Cole was chiel (1R75187H), This chicf, mder of the Natenal
Party, sow clewly the offeer of the g developmeat on the
Sutars of hin peaple and sypoved unything “waich woul] nnnw m
ndmissien of more white peaple into his country.?
seutud the Bull-blond, constrvative clement ol e populntion wid
backed the parsage of luws to sten the influx of whites, such ga
heavier license taxes ond sbricier marriage lawd. This chief et
tomptod to enforea n tribal law whicll carried the danth penalty far
alienated any of the nutional demain. A3 useal,
w3 snocessful in getting bin way and th develop
ment of the coal wines eontinucd with mermwngly large operstions
For the oxt fow decades

The first mining operations were carried on by eirip pits, alter
the Blissonri, Kanags, and Texns Mailrond reached the vicinity of
Hedloster® Soon the Osige Coul and Mining Company, organized
when the railroud was Cirst built, hegan Lo develop decper veine
und to build more rpur tracks to minea far{her from the main line.
1t was this which Colewan Cole tried to stop in 1875 without
wuccess, and ufler tho end of his tern aw chief in 1878 the ool
development continned apace, By 1907, (here were nearly Sifty
mining aompnmes operaziig over one himdred Winca b the whole
Choctaw produciag what waa call “hegt stewm aoal west
of P-.msylmn‘.-“and enployiag K,000 iners# More than 3,000,000
tons of eoal were muined in that year from cloven different veina of
coul which overaged Erom two fect to six feet in thickness, The
Inrgest producing veins were the Melestor, witl, 893,993 tons, the
Lwer Hurtshorne with 799,065 wons, aud Lhe Lehigh with 674408

The first wines were opened under a nrovision of the Checkw
i it to w
ont Tite
lnmrmm:r{ﬁd
e pro

w
n from his works or improvenments.”
citizens, such gs J. J. Mlehlester, took sdrantige of

W Edwin Jamen lcouip). Account of wa Ezpedition from Picusorgh 0 e
lwb Mourinins (Cleveland, 1905}, Vol. IV. e 205
#1 John Batterl Meserve, “Chiel Coléraan Cale® The Chronictes nf Ohicherin
ol XI\'. HNu. l (M-nch ma: P lﬂ-lfl. lndhnl plt,‘mrs 118751, D« ﬂ Pl
it ). ). Welesien ™ Tht Chionicles of Ofadoma, Val. XT, Ke.
([lnm lm}, v T80.768: Meserve, “Chised Coleman Calz ” pp, J'HD.
. 1. WeAlener™ 7. 961: Hotse K. Due. No. 5 60 Cang. 1 5%

"rum, B 9, 392
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Froblems ih Ao Drvlopment nf the Chovtaw Nation, 1885 fa 1007 B

(heir cluimiz; thoy alse received all the royaley. Oue result
trovorsy hetween Chict Cole and the conl men waa to ac-
cure for ﬂm Tt of thia royalty. By 1876 the cosl from
the Llocinn Dines wis ot anly supplying the Missouri, Kensas,
and Tesas "tuileorih, btk sroé being Shipped out of the Nation.

. | ruilromls v Tesse wrre entircly depeadent an Choctaw
A 54 thek time was onefourth ecnt a bushel
o uw chmm- ), o-2ight cont 1o the Chicknswor Nation—
by aurecment the Clioctaw und Chickassw Kations shared three
fourths anid ene fourth in theae mynlum—mnl one-half cent &
bushel 10 Ui ritizen who owaed the alaim.™

to Lot
of the eon

The wining of ¢ol was held by Choctuw law to be public
works, aud contraets hud to be approved by the proper legal
anthoritles of the Nution. Latcr the law providéd that the National
et whanld collect oneialf ent 4 bushel in royalty en ecali®
lnder Ihe Aol Agreement eolteetion of this reyalty was assumed
by the went af the Inlerior .,r um United State governoant,
17 s ander - Sarpretad s proviaion that the De
ment tauk eontrol of the Chumw schaol syatem, sinee the royalty
money wus need Lo rupporg the schools of the Nation.

Regulati mineral lind tnder the
Aokn Agrecment were mad don mppointed by Prest-
dent icltintey v the recommendation of the Chotlaw Chief and
the Chickususe governor, This eamimssion at first set the Toyaly
at liflenn cents w ton; vt this amaunt was protested end wes first
reduced 1o ten nud luter to a ton, The cutput of the
Cheoraw mines inare than doubled within five years atter the Aokn
Agrecnient and the royakies paid 10 the Choitaw und Chickasaw
utions elimbed aceortingly, In 1899 royultins were $110,045.25;
i 1904, e grrntm yur M1LG0S but by 1907 they bed
dropped to $240 19235 The Atoka Agreeraent bad also provided
that the conl and uaplmlt s ehmtd not e allotced to Individusl
ditizens bt shuuld remain the vommen property of
wud Chickass Katiows, with th snoome From leasea and royaltics
il o e sed Tor the pam,gmu af Choctaw end Chiskisaw child.

oilic un
pitod Some Tive hundred thovennd aeres were set naide o segre-

for lensing the Choct

' Comstitirtion and Lews, .
Cansitozion and Lavs, nv- o6, 12: Acte, Vol VIE, g 125; Vol

I, U
s:.."""" Aums (1839}, pp. #1600, 3011: Howse Ex Dac. No. 5, 60 Cong,
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The title to the aubsurfuco cosl remaind wilh the Jndions
unlil 1950 when fhose cosl haklings were purchased by the United
Sates Tor SASHAGH, This made o per eapita yaymant of sboat

, bt the older Indiaus wanited 3t because most of the mines
were glosed during Teacnt years; depression, labor troubles, eom.
petition with oil und gas, and ather diffieullics Joi, o this result,
The vlder Indinns wanted something i their own lifetime ond sld
the title to g vonl Teserve ostimated b neatly (wo billio boosl

Organized labor tirst cume ta the Choctaw vountry with the
teiltouds wad the subseyuent operipg of the eoul wines, Railway
labor wnions and the Kaights of Lubot ¢arly had some menbership
in the region bul the United Mine Workers were the firsy really
effective lubor organtzation. Qrpanised m 1884, this union brought
Detter working conditions to the Cho ita efforls nom-
bined swith those of 4 United Stutes Inapuwr ol Minga

O and gar figured little_ln the oconomy of the reg
lmumﬂ urs b tapped in the nothurn Jrart of tie Cliostaw
paying oil wells hiove boen mon-cxislent. A number
o iiat ey e e Aol sear the years, the fisst in 1585
some twelve iles west of Ataka. This wus drilied to & depth of
1400 feot by D T1, Y. Faneelt of New York, wha had u contract

ith the Chuetaw Ol and Refining Company, incorporaied in 158
by leading men of the Cl i Chostons Tast. AL
though u sho

Home

i m
would be s spectacalar us that of 1004 when sixtecn eoal
compunice_showed specintens of theic products nt the Louwsians
positivn iu Snint Louis. Ao displayed were rome
nieng, and native lead oré,

Frdick Lumga Ry 7oy Rebblicie of Olshome Conf g (19
s Okl oo ‘lﬁl pp. 4248, 61714,
1950, 1(.'»0(1 ﬂn L n
o U, 5. anpros ngrcncianal
Tt Cucde 1o e gl L S B et

ion o Okluorma ool Aining Communitics, pp. 930
e st sy ln s Cite Hatiod:
d Lador 1K1, , 20

205,
" Mund H. Wright, “Firnt Oklahoma Oil War Fmﬂunﬂ in 50" T \‘I
fdles of thichmma, Vol IV, No. & {Decembes b 32-IM; Ack le

¥ W Churin N, Goald, “Tlie Otlahoms Minera Exhilic the Swi Louis Farkd
Fuis" Fha Chronicits +f GMahome. Yol ¥T Clune, 1538), pp. T










Problams in 1he Development of fho Choofuw Nalian, 1865 fe 1967 8T

Thera was one ollier Lataral resource of the Clootaw country
which altracterl « number of whites aud bcmm l.he deselopment of
an fmportant indwatry. This was timber. en H Long Te-
arked the alundance of Osage Orange or hml e .n in 1815, oted
ity toughmess and clusticity, nud suggested the possibility oz itm
wie 15 & dytwood ¥ A mill for removing and cleaning bois &'are
secds, Lo ship 16 Misson Kansas for the plantiag of farm
hedges, was eperuted at Old Rogey Depeb by o white men just.
witer the Civil War® The primaty inyortance of Chottaw forest
rereurces was for the manufasture of lumber, bowever, this
conld ot flourish uniil after the reilrowds Turnighed adequate
.,.nspnmunn to markels in the nearby ctales. Thore Were wmall
ults, especially along strenws, befora the railroads, Chist
Tien \V!‘lghl Tequested u thousend dallar loan b seven per cenl
‘oz wore” from Robert M. Joues in the winter of 1868, 1a hoped
™ repny Uic smount iu the spring by the sale of lumber from
stegm sawmill ot Boggy Depst. Wright reported 60,000 fact on
hand but no jmmediate sale possible ‘o acesunt of poor mack
io dend winter.”" IF there were no vule for v lumber i the spring,
he loped tu_have the means to repay the loou from sows other
sourcedl A Clmdaw Jw of 18701 geanted Wilson M. Jones s charter
for u seAu Atcks Couney.# J. J. MeAlester Duilt his
St store with hamber hadlod from sawmils on 1k Dotean River,
ang there wers other small snwmills in the Nation dwring the pre-
raitrond era.

_ The railrcads brought s decided aceentustion w the exploita-
tion of the Choctew Lorcsts, The Girst important Jumber center on
issour, Kamwis and Texus, uiter i3 constraction in 1872,

ugtown, s culled by o traveler wht obsorved the village ta
Ustring* owt aleng the base of the hills near its site. Pine logs
were sut i the Pimg Mauniaion to the cast tnd Iulod to the saw,
Plasor, and shivgle wills on the railroad, Sopn there weze a8

Expedicin from Pirssburat. 1o the Roc
wwm!{i I Sant -lnhuunl oace dre lrom buss dns s duu.f’m shmp
-
1y l. -ﬂu B
rd Tar’ m,

l'\
““‘*—“‘-Rr Ky 7 Yeary of & u
, No.'1 [Spciag, 1958], p. 92, eﬂun:id [7X)
Sfchama, ¥ol Fiiog, 1937 p . .
ralun, mm olata In'i]‘l.lnluglmll’jl i, Februgry 23, 1860 (Endign Archirg D
ly P 85; Oklrhama Srar, March 27, 1674,
""-m ). 5 Meklmiec® p 260
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like J. J. Mealester withn
Htates as well™ Tho building
Twilread from Fort Smith te Paris, Te:nn, W!Ilnd & new 'lumbp:
territory, 18 did eoeh new line of mxlmml constructed. Large lum.
ber operalons were not wemwuon at lirsh, most of the lumbering
being done by two largest. royalty mvmmh
wde 16 e officin]l Cliostaw inspector aleng the

wore thote of the Jong-Lell Lumber Compuuy and the l-crl Smith
Lumber Compaty. The largest vompany i the Choetaw foreste
after statelhood, the Dierks Luwmber and Coal Campany, first came
into Le country with the Kangss City Southeru Railroad snd had
u coniract tw manufacture, sell, and ship Cloctaw lumber llung
the line of that Lwiltoud in 185690 The Disrka organizatio

not move futo the Chostaw faresls for lurge-scale operations mu

after 1907.57
lz. i w bridge timler, shingles, telegruph poles, fenge
ing, piekets, staves, eord wnodl, timaber, and all
lundi of lumlwr for building construetion poured from the woods
vig the railroads to the subrounding states. The great majority of
1his was pine, but oak, ash, wabme, hickory, oypress, cotconwond,
bom d'sre, aud other varietics of (imher were also Tepreseuted®

Chostow Jemders becume slarmed at the exploitation of Hheir
timber resaurces ond took 5LEDS 1o ostablish controla ws they had
tried to do for pusture und agricuttural laod and eoal. Oaly author.
ized agents of the Nution could legally sell timber, rock, coal, o
stone to any mlr g Juw of 1813, Five
citlzen to Al timbor ta Don-

videnee thut the eurlier law hod not basn observed®
Tu 1678 Chisk Tanae Carvin rorommendad iout ecess that uo
shipmeuts of timber be allowed, ouly the finishod hmber® Chie!

I “Somc Noles of Inleresd concevaing Eprly Day Operations in
iy Foritont By Moy Do S e Bontie of Diighama, VoL
[ No. 3 (oo, 1P, gy SR b oy 3 th a3k ot Bt
o St e s o atmcs Spintonat i bepte Aot
e i e reoe g R AT
the Last Frontier (Normon, Qkfghomn, ]M!l ol
:Alexter L Ledges, mN»lﬂi., mocoumt nl “nhll\nﬂﬂ apd
Priddy, 3 own; ul :h l'l!J Cﬂ J\ k. MEA
Py o 58 (Chvin of ¥ o
W ot Tomber, T35, 43570, 11 v Foibives
Hingrical Sotiety)-
¥ Jokn W Corig o Jurey B Morrisn, A3l 3, 1660 Tarmhana o
Tenutan, Arim Nagnt S 194
Choriew Timber, 23713545 Clodian Acchives Divitivn, Oblaboma Hisodesd

Swcluy) .
98 Aets, Vol. 11, p. 86; Vol IV, p. B4
W Gorvia o Comncil, 1679 (Phillips Colleciion, Univessiry of Oklahomal.
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.ml«mu M-.cumm infarmed the coungil in 1882 that now-citiena
Tro had atolen @ gzent deal of walmat and gedar timber
ulld nukul r-r [y Inw authorizing ihe United Stales Agent for the
sad Triles to colleet for wil timber stolen A sehedule
c[ l.mbor royaltios wus st up 10 be eollected by & rehy

officials, but royilty collection ceinained diffienlt wogil
s ol of the nntional poriod# 12 the timbec was taken froth the
claim of 8 ¢ilizen, oue | half of the ruyalty wont to him.® ¥he kolfish-
Dnews of soine Choota ividugls entered the picture end made
e devastution of e Choctary farest. harder o SoutTol

In common with Iniaberiig operations ull over the Utited States
b this time, whateful methods wera uscd s0 thet much valoable
Forest Yand w2y comylelely denuded of timber®! Attempty were
made to raft timber out of the Nation which resulted in loss be-
eause of the small rough courses of tha Cloetaw streams.
Sines this also mule e theft of timber withoni, payment of coyally
In: u nawug of timber w. 85
ad to publish this
new splperu ot Fort hmlth Ark:\nwl, sl Paris, Toxs s

Milligns of feet of ¥imber were o uunnelly after he eoming
wf the railroads, och of it itegally in £ the attempta of the
Chetaw EOVErnment to prev Fit. Whe connivante of ter.
varzied byl mined-blaod etizonecn After the \tols Agreement.
all Clioetaw mely quthorizing the sbipment o sale of timber were
repenled, exeepl for mining purposes within tie Nation or for the
wee of citiseos in the forw of boards, reils, and fireweod, Tie
faikoral government then lock control of the Clioclaw lorcsts und
issued repulations uuder which luibering might be continned by
uon-citizens, The collections of roysities were thereaftor made by
United Staten offisials. !

For u while nfter the allstrient of lend in severalty begen,
Pit-tindser aveas wize withheld from aliotment with the intention
of wtublis forawt, reaerve. Protests tauie from the Choctaws,
owerer, heeamse many Zull-bloud Clactaws wonld have boon dis.
Phaeod Thum hoir lifelong Lewnes, und. some pine Jund was ellotied,
Iwtkeon Mrl‘muin to Courcil, 1683 (Philtipn Collectine, Universdty of Okls.
DIIN) 'ar ¢ complele aceouny, see Anpc Dclm E"li! md il of the C‘mm A
i m.,...,.. 3 g, 1354 v

Vv\;‘ Y. b 134 M 79, 113; Yol VI, m 50; Vel VIIIL

S J&; {itos)
2326 (b Acchives Dirigion, Oklabema llisorical S+
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fice 119071 e BOT2 B tuius Hultetia, p.
m;mh. Ziish, 5681, 23569 (indian Areives Dishion, Oklahomn
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During the poriod when the pine lands wore withheld from allor.
ment, he majority of Clivotaw sitizens and freadmon selceted their
aliotmients outskle the pinic lunds, wiich thi remained largely un.

imed. The majority of this b was of poor grade, the appraised
vabieof the Viner fometinins heing (on times hat of £hc Tund slons,
nec the value of e tinber was ineluded i the value of the land
ullotted, it mennt auy wllotter who lied pine tand wonld lose
his estale witll the vutting of the timber and remain the owner of
o kmull travt of ncarly worthless land.% This beeame the fate of
vaeny full-blood ellottoes in the mountains.

'l"I.- l-mm- u f the Chootaw timber land was 2,304,000 acres,
of whiy aeres were allotted or included v the »cgregma
ceul lnnr.h 'nm left nn ares of 1373324 neres of land valuable

timber, which & gusernment estinate in 1911 rated oz having
lm,ms,wo feol 000 feel of hardwood of
various yarities. Although much of uus land was sold at pul
anetion, some of it evontaally became purt of the Ouachits Natio
Forest. which now oxtends from Arkarses into Oklulioma,” After
1503 adult Chiogtawa were allowed to dispose of their timber with.
ool vestrictions. Dudientive of Telutions betveen Dndin und white
ia the Eart that mony luaber men preferrcd to deal with individ.
gl Choetows and waited unti] after gllatment. before making con-
tracts for hiubering.

One diffieulty whicl business men encowntered in the Chactaw
Nation was the lock of banking facilities, A few private banks,
such e fhat of Gum A Gl in MaMlestor in 1894, were e ahlsbed
&fter the soming of the federal conrts to Indian Territory. ! Qil's
bank, sdveetised us the " Ronth MeAlester Dunk, received de-

A ude loans gaid ccllections, and advertised
dividusl responsililivy™ of $25,000.% Even bolore tha Atoks
Agremem foreshadowed the end of Choctaw sovereignty, nationgl
banks bogan o sppour. The First Notional Mamk of Seuth
MeAlester opencd for bosinesa on Doseber 12, 1896, President
€. C. Hemoing felt it necewary to inelude tils statemiennt in kis
advecti o man Ias n Yight to invits public conFidence and
shun the rasponsibility it incurs, tierefore my Jndividusl property
i2 responsible o the depositars 9 this bank 5o long a3 1 ain pres-
lent of it

il dfare (19041, Vol 1, 0. 48 Coen Meuwtan fo 1908,
Ciadtized Trifes muL a l-ﬂb-
ickasaw tmbey lands i
scverahs by the Pepar
ting In i h ll\ll‘m Ttb( En[ lsld s
ing in e nmk righi, ribes o
mr "E 5,60 Coni 1 S, T,y

3
lllA‘-wA WFedianer Compal, Ssptamber 13, 855: Moy 36, October 3, 1096,
Uk Lbid, November 19, 1896 Blarch 11,
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For some time, many resilents of the Choetaw region as well
ga the Choetaw government itself, eontinbed 16 do their hanking
business in Atkausas, Texss, other mearby states ™
llm\ am apparenlly did his banking during the 'seventiss in

Misgouri, ¥ “rraders pnd uturrkm-pnrs enshed checks Por
nun. ﬂw Firsl National Buik of I'arsons, s, end the Drovers
und Platers Bank of Denjson, Texas, advertiserl 5n the Oflahoma
Star, Caddo, for Angust 17, 1676, J. k. Harcis, n nob-citizen resi-
dent of Atoka i the elglmu whe advertised himself wa “*Indian
‘Fruder Contraclur for Railread Ties, l’lling and Sawed
Material, for the Alisiouri Tacifie Railrond Company in the Indisn
Tercitory,” suve as refecwies to tho (ramsurer of the Chostay
= '|nn in 188G the Laclede Bank, Suiot Louis, the Fival Natienal
, s, Nebraska, god the ]-"m.b T\:\lmnul Banlk of Denfaon,
T¢‘€ll¥ 1 Offjeials of e Chostaw Y the money enirusted
1o theit care in any bunks outside the anlml w]llcl\ were couvenicnl
16 Whens, Choctaw neconptas were to he found pacticularly in the
Lanks of Denison, Shorman, and Paris, Texas, and Fort Smith,
Arkansns,*

The coming of lanks to the Cloctaw Nation wis saother sign
Uit the semi-indenendenee of the ludimos was nerly gone, In
their soeiety credit and barter, with & little eash from amwuities,
had heen enough. The policy of “national aggrandizement with
the aid of white men, which Coleman Cole and others had hoped
to be Uk salvation of Uhe Chaotaws liy making then strong enough
t0 keep tieir mwdependence, had led to the obler reault feared by
Cole wnd other (hectaw leaders, Their caleulated risk, their
ganible, had failed 10 presorve the nations] imtegrity yet bad
fived the way for the now ers that bronght Oklahoms stutehiond
whieh {he Choctas people had all righls as stete citizens and
Piany of Ui were sutstanding leaders in the new eommonwealth,

id,, January Q ]m See wilvertisementn nf the Stgie Nmjood Bank and
e ] o, et and G Merchuala Heak of Fart Seim,

1. 3. BeAleaer Calleuti mm WIS, p. 105
ety or touk fhem in payment of outstanding boecuats e
) A"'m MtA]NKr biried o ehock from 1. 5. Mumow on the “Nai. Ex,
15 w “Timber, 23%99, 500, 2191), 28332 (lndisn Archlves Diwislen,
visical Suciely).
20w, 2T, zuun0, TG Sl Iragipal el 1942
3, 2404, shick
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S m;sbunm nu.m. alr&', ;‘:‘A_..:'..n Trlu-llr:r Ssick Louls; Chockss

m('.hmm i k. Lint of warraom, October 1 p 4R Elm || Archjuga I.\lmwm.
By ii;;rml Sacley) ; Phe fndim Gilixen (Atoka, Indisn Teertory), Mo”




